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fem inist
d iary
March 7th: London - Ms Shirley 
Williams became a top minister in the 
new Labour minority government.,. She 
now becomes Secretary of State for 
Prices and Consumer Protection. There 
are only two women in the Cabinet, the 
other being Ms Barbary Castle, Minister 
for Social Services.
March 11th, Monday: Tauranga Girls' 
College are setting up a day-care 
centre for pre-school children. The 
nursery for up to 50 children should 
be opening early next year. It is 
planned to have it volunatirly manned 
and the organiser, Mrs J. S. McBride 
said: "apart from filling a community 
need, it would give students an 
educational aid to future motherhood."
March 12th. Tuesday: The Minister of 
Justice, Dr Finlay has been told that 
urgent improvements are needed in the 
treatment of women. The Represent
ations were made by a deputation 
marking International Women's Day 
comprising Geraldine Keith, Geraldine 
McDonald, Felicity Glover and 
Phillida Bunkle.
March 13th. Wednesday: The Wellington 
Workshop's submissions on artificially 
segregating boys and girls into 
different interests and subjects at 
school was heard by Mr Amos, Minister 
of Education in Wellington today.
March 16th, Friday: The Massachusetts 
Supreme Court has ruled that a husband 
cannot prevent his wife from having an 
abortion if that is her desire.
March 19th, Tuesday: Mrs M. Wilson 
was the first woman fire watcher to 
be appointed to the job in the 
Rotoehu State Forest near Te Puke.
March 20th. Wednesday: The 41st 
General Anglican Synod voted that 
women should be admitted as priests 
to the Anglican Church. The decision 
will now be sent to the Church's 
diocese for ratification.
March 27th. Saturday: The Australian 
Prime Minister, Mr Gough Whitlam, 
has announced the appointment of the 
first Australian woman career diplomat 
to the ambassadorial rank. Miss Ruth 
Dobson, a counsellor at the Australian 
Embassy in Athens would become 
Australian Ambassador to Denmark.
RlO(uUhe.tt would like envelopes for 
recycling. They should be big enough to 
take a BuxuUhxeA folded in three, with 
the flap at the shortest end. They can't 
be too big. Send to Val Cole, Flat 3,
135a Great South Road, Greenlane, Auckland.

B'toadahe.ê t is now on file at the 
International Women's History Archive, 
2325 Oak Street, Berkeley, California, 
9^708. This is the only complete archive 
on material of the Women's Movement.
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"I want a women's revolution like 
a lover,
I lust for it, I want so much this 
freedom,
this end to struggle and fear and 
lies
we all exhale, that I could die 
just
with the passionate uttering of that 
desire."

From 'Monster'. Robin Morgan
"Sisters Unite', 'Sisterhood is 
Powerful'.
How many times have you heard these . 
slogans? How many times have you 
used them, talked about them, thought 
about them?
But are you? Are you united? Are 
you powerful?
'I want a women's revolution like 
a lover' Do you?

Our society destroys women. It takes 
away our individuality and gives us a 
common, self- perpetuating image.
Our society is violent. It places 
50% of the population at the mercy 
of the other 50%. An exaggeration?
Then ask yourselves hew much control 
you have over your body, your choice 
of occupation, your life-style.
Feminism requires awareness and 
commitment, and constant struggle.
Our lives are short, we don't have 
the time to make excuses for our 
brother's violence. So UNITE. Love 
and support your sisters. Work together 
to satisfy our common needs and goals.

And rememoer, that your small group 
doesn't hold the sole claim to 
feminism. Your survival depends on 
the survival and support of sister 
groups. So communicate, let your 
sisters know what you're doing. Ask 
for support and give it. Let each 
different action be a bullet to strike 
down oppression.
Our aims are incompatible with society 
as it stands at present. WTe must be 
prepared for even greater polarization 
between men and women, as women 
struggle to develop a strong self- 
image. Many women will elect to either 
become celibate or lesbian in order to 
break the chains of sex domination which 
surround our lives. This is a perfectly 
valid reaction to the constant 'put 
downs' that women face. However we 
must be careful never to use our 
individual sex choices to imply that 
the decision to break with men means • 
a 'better' feminist than the sister 
who opts to continue her struggle while 
maintaining sexual relationships with 
men. We must net allow ourselves to 
fall into the male trap cl 
oppression on the grounds of 
sexuality.
And as Robin Morgan says in 'Monster'
"May we go mad together, my sisters.
May our labour agony in bringing 
forth this revolution be the death 
of all pain
May we comprehend that we cannot be 
stopped."

Elizabeth Dowling

IM  A MAM VOCRE I  HAMS UPS 
A (aJOMAU- VOU HAV6 HAU6 UPS.

/ /

uoe.ee eon victims
THE SAME C
S Y S T E M .

/

OCRE BOTH EQUAL 
3ARTUERS IU the 
SAME S T R U G G L E .

/

ME M l  me THE
SAME eO A U S  

/

eor m r  i  a w 'T  umcerswpmv i  have t o
IS AFTER FI6HTIM6 A l l  PAR COME HOME TO A 
TO ACHIEVE THOSE 6 0 A L S -  PIRTV CCMMWEO

/  /

f ,



At least one of our readers sent a 
reply to the Director of Brunton 
Gestro Horne Marketing Limited, the 
advertising firm who prepared the 
ads for Monier tiles which 
Broadsheet objected to. See last 
issue. Here is the letter she sent.

Dear Sir,
I have read your letter and advert
isement in the Women's Liberation 
"Broadsheet" and wish to make the 
following points.
1. The advertising industry with its 
constant repetition plays a very large 
part in determining trends, as you 
very well know.
2. You seem to issue a challenge: 
"taking on my industry is like tilting 
at windmills" - which in addition is 
surely rather an outmoded simile 
today.
3. "Any intelligent person would 
immediately comprehend the facetious 
undertones in the advertisement."
I'm an intelligent person, and I can 
assure you that none of the subtle 
nuances have escaped me. I find the 
advertisement extremely offensive, 
and I wish to be protected from an 
influx of men (who obviously need no 
intelligence or interest in anything 
cultural). The type of entertainment 
you spelt out portrays the type of man 
you want, and we can do without that 
type in New Zealand, however skilled 
they may be at their normal work.
4. Most of my time is spent educating, 
counselling and otherwise assisting 
ignorant and very vulnerable school
girls between the ages of 13 and 18.
If only one of your fly-by-night imports 
seduces one of the many girls in this 
category your firm has much to answer 
for. I realise that many girls know the 
score, but from my experience the 
majority are pitifully ignorant.
I hope that your firm supplied the men 
with a list of suitable women, so that 
those New Zealand girls and women who 
do not desire the attentions of these 
men are not troubled or molested.
I further regard it as an insult to our 
country that you contend our women are 
eagerly and humbly waiting to be wired, 
laid, screwed or fixed, whiever is the 
terminology you prefer to use.
As you have been so successful in 
obtaining recruits I am enclosing 
a list of charitable homes which 
cater for some of the end-products 
of your men's leisure time. A 
donation of approximately $100 buys 
an infra-red heat machine which helps 
to heal and soothe any wounds the 
girls and women have suffered in a 
difficult birth or from going to a 
backyard abortionist.
If you do not regard the advertisement 
as offensive would you think again. 
Would you like me to take vcur letter

and the advertisement to our senior 
English classes for study? Would 
you like your name to be associated 
with it?

Yours faithfully, 
DAWN MILLER

Greenlane. AK5.
Dear Broadsheet,
Can the full implications of the 
opposition to the Feminist ideals 
ever be more fully realised than when 
listening to some of the romantic 
inanities perpetrated by contemporary 
music?
Answer ... Yes
Listen to a specific one - namely 
"Unborn Child" by Seales & Croft.
Unfortunately these relatively talented 
young men have got together with a 
woman called Lana Bogan and James 
Seales has put some very likeable music 
to her lyrics and hey presto a popular 
song in the true emotive spirit - 
about abortion
The lyrics consist of such gems as: 
"Stop
Turn around 
Think it over"
.. as if the woman hasn't done exactly 
that a thousand times in her mind.
How many times do the facts have to be 
pointed out to these people before we 
will be allowed to make our own 
decisions about our own lives and 
beliefs?
There are some DJ's who refuse to play 
this record but I couldn't get any 
other information or find out why 
these people had recorded the song. 
Speculations included religious 
reasons, band-waggoning and personal 
experience.
No mention was made in the lyrics as tc 
whether the woman would be supported 
by the father if she had the child anc 
the connotations of the song were 
that the (male) singer was the father. 
She was informed that it wouldn't be 
"as bad as she thought" if she didn't 
"crush" her "unborn child".
Perhaps if we telephoned DJ's every 
time they played it and challenged 
them - the numbers are all in the 
book under Broadcasting or radio - we 
might succeed in making them 
uncomfortable enough to desist from 
playing it.

Yours in sisterhood,
VAL COLE
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now’s new
On Monday 25 March, Cherry Raymond 
was elected President of N O W She 
spoke to Broadsheet on some of the 
issues involved in N O W and 
Feminism.
ON NOW AND THE PRESIDENCY
"I was asked to stand and did so as 
I am very much in sympathy with the 
aims of NOW. I consider it has 
achieved a lot and hope it will 
continue to do so.
The role of President is that of a 
unifying figure - able to represent 
the group as a whole and lead meetings.
I see that central group as a co
ordinating body, which should be able 
to supply information and other 
assistance to those branch groups 
which require it. Hopefully the 
branch groups will continue to grow 
and will retain considerable autonomy 
in their activities."
ON ABORTION, CONTRACEPTION ETC
"I am personally pro-abortion, but 
would not like to see NOW becoming 
authoritarian over this issue. I 
agree with the sentiment of a 'woman's 
right to choose' in that no woman 
should be refused an abortion if she 
wants it and conversely, no woman 
should be forced to have an abortion 
if she doesn’t want it. I have no 
objection to such a clause becoming 
part of the NOW constitution.
Pregnancies should be a matter of 
conscious choice and I look forward to 
the time of safe, infallible contra
ception which will make abortion less 
of a central issue. Also, as women 
gain a better self-image, they will be 
less likely to have unprotected 
intercourse. Women are still being 
trapped by the romantic image of women 
falling helplessly into the arms of 
passionate lovers,
Recently there has been considerable 
publicity given to the side-effects 
of current contraceptive methods, and 
in particular their possible cancer 
inducing nature. I would like to point 
out that last century - before the 
pill had been thought of - women were 
being told that they would get cancer 
if they didn1t produce babies.
In every case where women have been 
granted elements of freedom, men 
become very protective and try to 
negate the freedom gained. They are 
actually being very discriminatory.
Also the possibility of being killed 
in a road accident is 10 times that 
of dying from thrombosis caused by the 
contraceptive pill and many women 
would prefer to take the slight chance 
involved than produce unwanted, 
unplanned children.
I see the development of women's 
health centres as being very important 
and part of an inevitable polarization 
of men and women - a phase necessary

president
in order for women to gain the sense 
if identity and knowledge needed for 
true equality."
ON VIOLENCE
"It could happen that NOW will need tc 
become more radical especially if the 
social situation deteriorates to the 
extent that it has in the States. I 
am concerned that the violence caused 
by male aggression is also reinforced 
by women's traditional role of 
passivity which often means, that 
when attacked, they freeze. Women 
must be prepared to defent themselves 
and not think it unfeminine to be 
able to defend themselves. We have 
to rid ourselves of the image that 
women's major characteristics are 
'Tolerance, acceptance and sacrifice.’ 
And if we place moral strictures on 
girls, we must also place them on 
boys - so if girls are told they 
shouldn't get pregnant, boys should 
learn equally that it's not good or 
clever to get a girl pregnant."
ROLE OF WOMEN
"In the future, there will be equality 
of individuals. I think it possible, 
however, that there may be a stage 
when women will become as unpleasant 
as men, as they struggle for equality - 
this is evidenced by the rise in the 
female crime rate, alcoholism etc."
ON MEN AS VICTIMS OR OPPRESSORS
"I think men are both. They are 
victims of a long-standing social 
system, which in turn makes them 
either conscious or unconscious 
oppressors. Men may quite consciously 
consider women as inferior beings to 
be used and 'kept in their place' - 
if necessary by force.
Others may say they 'love' women but 
may unconsciously see them as 
inferior by their protective and 
paternalistic attitudes.
Even sex is not an act of love as it 
should be but is actually an act of 
aggression."
WOMEN’S WEEKLY AND FEMINISM
"Women's Weekly does tend to support 
the traditional role. However it does 
have the widest circulation of any 
magazine and through my column I can 
reach a large number of women who are 
not normally exposed to feminist 
views.
It is interesting to see how readers' 
views have changed in the last ten 
years. When I first started I 
received reams of hate mail and 
critical letters. This has gradually 
lessened over the years, until 
recently when I wrote about society 
accepting homosexuals - expecting 
some reader reaction - I received no 
anti-mail at all."

Elizabeth Dowling



WE VISIT 
POTIKI MANA

The Single Parents Association was 
formed in July 1973 and could serve 
as a model for other self-help groups 
as it shows what can be achieved with 
nothing more than enthusiasm and 
dedication. Joss Shawyer, a single 
mother of twins, called the first 
meeting at Auckland University which 
was attended by three other single 
mothers. Since that date the group 
has gone from strength to strength.
The association offers practical 
advice to single parents on how to 
cope with the problems of daily 
living and in many cases actually 
approaches the relevant authorities 
on behalf of the person. As well, 
cheap outings and social gatherings 
are organised for parents and children. 
But the major accomplishment has been 
the establishment of two houses for 
parents in difficulty. The original 
intention was to help single parents 
but since the problems of ex-married 
persons are often the same as those 
experienced by single parents, help 
is extended to both groups. Single 
Parents have a house in Onehunga, 
which is the permanent home for three 
mothers and their children. The other 
house, Potiki Mana, provides emergency 
accommodation for mothers and children.
Potiki Mana is in a typical Mt Eden 
street and looks much the same as any 
villa in the area. Inside it is 
spacious and in good order having been 
recently redecorated by the landlords.
The rent is an amazingly low $25 for a 
four-bedroom house. The house has a 
separate dining room and sitting room 
as well as an eating place in the 
kitchen. There isn't much furniture 
but it's adequate and, except the 
washing machine, was all donated.
Each woman in the house pays $15 per 
week while she is there and $2.50 for 
her child. This covers food, electricity 
etc.
Reaction from the public has been mainly 
very good. The only unpleasant reaction 
coming from a woman with a nursing home 
across the road who said the children 
made too much noise and that she would 
ring the Council to complain if it 
continued. Joss Shawyer points out 
that this complaint came the day after 
a TV programme which identified the 
house and the street. Also hard to 
understand are the sick phone-calls 
from men who ask questions like "Do 
you want a fuck?"
I went to Potiki Mana on a recent 
Saturday morning to talk to the women 
there with a view to finding out what 
sort of circumstances had driven them, 
to seek help from the association anc 
to talk about their money problems, 
social welfare etc. In between 
constant interruptions from children, 
dogs and telephone calls the 
following discussion took place.

BROADSHEET: Who was the first person
who came to stay at the house?
CAROL: I was the first one. Just
before Christmas I went and saw Joss - 
I decided my housekeeping job wasn't 
very satisfactory. I think if the mar. 
who owned the home had paid me a bit 
more I would have stayed but he was 
so miserly.
BROADSHEET: Were you looking after
his kids?
CAROL: Just one kid and an older son
who was working.
BROADSHEET: Is there a standard rate
for this work?
CAROL: Yes. It comes under the
Minimum wage Act - $36.70 a week.
BROADSHEET: And can the person you're
working for deduct board?
CAROL: Yes $10 board - five dollars
each for you and your child. You 
should get $26.70. I was only gettinc 
$12.
BROADSHEET: A lot of women are
getting less than that aren't they - 
only 5 or 6 dollars?
CAROL: That's right. And some don't
even get that. Some get board and 
keep in exchange for services. If 
you stop and think about it a woman 
when she's housekeeping works really 
hard. She has the responsibility for 
someone else's children. The people 
don't think of this. They prefer to 
use somebody rather than pay out the 
money. You get the odd one who's 
very good. We have one girl in the 
organisation who gets $20 a week 
which isn't too bad - she finds that 
she likes the situation and she wants 
to stay there.
BROADSHEET: Was it just the poor
wages in this job that made you leave 
or were there other factors?
CAROL: It was more the responsibility
The father was in his fifties, the 
young boy 13, and the father was 
always going off to the pub or the 
.races and not worrying about his son.
I just got sick of the responsibility 
of looking after the kid when he 
wouldn't listen to what I told him 
to do.
BROADSHEET: Did you have set times
off?
CAROL: No. I asked the Labour Dept
about this. They said there was 
nothing to say you had to have time 
off but that really you should have 
one day off at least.
BROADSHEET: How did you get to
Potiki Mana?
CAROL: Joss did an article in the
local paper. I rang her up, and she 
said come along. As I didn't have 
anywhere to go she suggested that I
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come here. They wanted somebody older 
to run the place. I arrived here on 
the 20th December and everything was 
in a mess. We had our first girl 
come in on Christmas Eve. She'd just 
been belted up by her husband and 
kicked out. She stayed here and then 
went down to her sister's on Boxing 
Day.

Susy, the first woman to use the house, 
was visiting Potiki Mana and told me 
why she sought help.
SUSY: I was actually assaulted by
my husband and evicted from, what do 
you call it?
JOSS: The matrimonial property.
SUSY: I spent a night on the beach
and phoned the Samaritans the next day. 
They referred me to Single Parents. I 
came here on Christmas Eve.
BROADSHEET: With your children?
SUSY: I had one child with me, my
husband wouldn't give me custody of 
the other. I stayed a week and then 
I went to Wellington and then I came 
back and I stayed here because my 
husband wouldn't let me back into our 
place. I think I stayed here about 
three weeks in all.
BROADSHEET: Now have you found a place
to live?
SUSY: Now I'm back at the matrimonial
property and I'm on a Domestic 
Purposes Benefit - I have mortgage 
repayments and so forth. I actually 
have to go out to work - I earn my $17 
allowable income.
BROADSHEET: Have any more of you had
bad experiences with house-keeping 
positions?
DAWN: I did. I was living with a
friend of my motherb but it wasn't 
working out so I rang here. Carol 
suggested I try a housekeeping job 
she had available. A guy had rung her 
up and said he wanted to help and 
would take in a single mother as he 
had room in his houst .
CAROL: He sounded alright on the
phone.
DAWN: I moved in and everything
seemed fine. The second day a woman 
taxi driver came to visit my landlord 
(he was a taxi driver too) / I was 
talking to her out by her car when the 
front door blew shut. I was locked 
out and my baby was inside. All the 
windows were shut so we removed the 
louvres from the bathroom window and 
I climbed in. I decided to leave the 
pieces of glass out for him to put 
back in as I thought I might break 
them replacing them. That night he 
came home very late and came to my 
bedroom. He'd been drinking and 
wanted to get into bed with me. He 
tried to talk me into it for hours.
The next day I packed up and rang 
Carol. She said to come over here.
CAROL: You just can't tell how these
jobs are going to work out. That guy 
rang me and told me that Dawn had 
damaged the place and became very 
aggressive on the phone.
BROADSHEET: Could you tell me how you
got onto the landlord of this home?
JOSS: We had an article about the

organisation in the Auckland Star 
about three months ago and the guy whe 
owned the house phoned me up and said 
that we could have the house when it 
was finished. There was no wallpaper 
on the walls or anything when we first 
saw it and he said "Do you want 
carpet?" And we said "Yes I" So he 
promptly ordered carpets and laid it. 
He's a terrific guy.
BROADSHEET: Why did you come here,
Angela?
ANGELA: I was staying with a friend
and she was looking after the kids 
while I was in hospital. Mrs Pointon 
from the Citizens Advice Bureau in 
Manurewa took me into town one day to 
get some papers from the State 
Advances. When I came home the girl 
that I was staying with had put all 
my stuff out by the front door.
BROADSHEET: Why had she done that?
ANGELA: I think she wTanted her
husband back. I'd made friends W'ith 
the lady next door and she took my 
things over to her house because they 
were blowing all over the place. I 
stayed there for a while. I got in 
touch with Mrs Pointon and she got 
someone to come and get my things and 
rang up Strawberry Villa. I went 
over there for a few weeks but they 
were getting a bit full and you're 
only allowed to stay there seven days. 
They got in touch with this place and 
that's how I happen to be here.
CAROL: She's threatening to miscarryall the time and must have someone 
with her tw’enty-four hours of the day.
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BROADSHEET: How long have you got to
go before you have your baby?
ANGELA: Another six weeks but I was 
sitting up at the hospital at 12 
o'clock last night. It's touch and 
go all the time, I don't know whether 
I'm coming or going. I'm in and out 
of hospital. My two children are in 
foster homes at the moment. Since 
I've been here I've met some really 
good people. It's not like being on 
your own.
BROADSHEET: What do you hope to do
when you've had your baby? Have you 
got any plan of what to do or are you 
just waiting to see what happens?
ANGELA: No plans really. What with
being in and out of hospital I've not 
had time to think. Once I'm on my 
feet I'll be alright. I've never 
been so down before. But since I've 
been here I've made so many friends. 
It's not like a boarding house, it's 
more like a home.
CAROL: I can tell you about Jan.
That's the girl who's just gone up 
to the maternity hospital. She 
arrived here with no place to go.
She'd been staying at her father's 
paying $15 a week board. She'd told 
Social Welfare this but they'd cut 
her benefit down and actually didn't 
pay her for a couple of weeks.
BROADSHEET: Did they say why that
was?
CAROL: No. They didn't. Her parents
are divorced and everyone was hassling 
her and upsetting her and the guy she 
was going to marry was in Oakley. They 
had the wedding last Thursday - he's 
with her now and goes back tonight.
When I went to see Wi If Canning, the 
Head Social Worker, about the 
classification of the house (girls 
going through here were having their 
benefits reduced), I told him how Jan 
had been out at her father^ at 
Otahuhu and had had her benefit 
reduced. We had a receipt from the 
father to show that she had paid $45 
for the time she had been there and 
just today she got a cheque for back
pay. Unless we go to the top we 
don't get anywhere.
BROADSHEET: Some of you were talking
before about social workers coming 
round to see if there's a man in the 
house.
CAROL: When I applied for Domestic
Purposes Benefit I was housekeeping. 
They sent a social worker out to see 
me. She was very nice but I had to 
sign a declaration to say that I was 
not sleeping with my employer - she 
didn't ask any other personal 
questions.
BROADSHEET: Have any of the rest of
you had experiences of social workers 
coming around?
JOSS: I haven't seen a social worker
for a couple of years. I think 
they're terribly busy. When my 
social worker first came round it was 
obvious I wasn't living with anyone 
in that sort of poverty. Later on 
when I moved from a unit to a house 
they came round there and she said 
she had to ask me if I had anyone 
living with me so I said "Help 
yourself."

BROADSHEET: Why do they assume that
if you're living with someone they 
should pay?
JOSS: Then you're living in a
married situation.
BROADSHEET: Even if it's not his
child.
WOMEN: That's wrong.
JOSS: Married people don't get
benefits unless one of them is 
unemployed. It's reasonable really 
when you look at it.
JEAN: I don't agree because I'm in
that situation. I'm living with my 
boyfriend and the child's not his. I 
was told that they were going to come 
and check up. I was really scared 
because I thought how do I explain 
the double bed and everything else. 
Someone said they look in the ward
robe and everything and I believed 
them.
JOSS: They can't without permission.
JEAN: I didn't know that then. I
used to go out all day and whether 
she came when I was out I don't know.
JOSS: She would have left a card for
you.
JEAN: Well I never got a card and
when I went to see Social Welfare the 
lady asked me, but I said no I'd 
finished with him and he was living 
somewhere else. She said you realise 
you wouldn't get the benefit if you 
were, which is wrong because it's not 
his kid. I'm taking the father of 
the kid to court at the moment.
JOSS: When the social worker asked
me, I said I wouldn't answer such a 
personal question and said I'd rather 
she looked around the house and come 
to her own conclusions.
BROADSHEET: How do you find living
off the benefits - do you find it 
difficult?
JOSS: It's not enough. I'm lucky
because I've got a state house and get 
subsidised rent. The difference 
between $8 and say, $25 for a flat is 
a hell of a difference and you still 
get the same rate of benefit. I'm 
getting $39-50 with two children which 
isn't a great amount to live off. It 
must be worse if you're paying $25 
rent - you just don't eat properly.
BROADSHEET: How do you feel about this
business of having to name the father 
and go to court to name the baby's 
father before you get the benefit?
JOSS: I had a friend, a vivacious
outgoing person. One day, I met her 
in the street with a little baby in 
a pram. She had it out for the day.
It was in a foster home because she 
couldn't get any income. I helped her 
get a housekeeping job. This was in 
1970 so she wasn't eligible for a 
benefit. She left this housekeeping 
job and she came to stay with me and 
I got her a solicitor and she went 
to court and her guy said no, he 
wasn't the father and she had to prove 
that he was. I don't care how 
confidential the court is, the sort 
of questions she was asked: The first 
day of your last period, what other 
men did you sleep with - I mean it's 
just one big slander from beginning tc 
end. That girl came home from that
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court and she sat on the bed and 
looked at the wall for three weeks and 
I didn't know what she'd do. Her 
baby was a month older than my two 
and I locked them in the bedroom when 
I had to go out and do the washing 
because I didn't know how she was 
going to react.
BROADSHEET: When I gave a talk to
the doctors at National Women's they 
talked about single mothers who were 
so shy they couldn't talk about 
contraceptives to their doctors, they 
just sat looking at the floor. So I 
said: "Well how do you think girls 
like that feel about going to a 
lawyer and having to get up in court 
and talk about the intimate details of 
their private life?" And they said 
"But it's not that difficult. It's 
private and it's only people the girl 
knows."
JOSS: Crap. It's him and his lawyer
and you and your lawyer, the steno
grapher and the magistrate. With the 
witnesses called in - you've got to 
get witnesses, you've got to prove 
he's the father. He doesn't have to 
prove he's not.
JEAN: When you go to Social Welfare
you get asked such questions as: How 
many women are in the house? How 
many bedrooms?, the names of the 
people in the house.
JOSS: That's to see if anyone else
in the house is getting a benefit. 
Because if they're getting a benefit, 
one will be reduced.
CAROL: The first person in the house
gets the full benefit - $36.50, the 
next one gets $26.70 and thereafter 
$23.70. When I got my first weekly 
cheque it was $23.70. I wrote to 
Mr W iIf Canning and the next week my 
cheque hadn't arrived so I rang the 
social worker in a panic but he was 
away on holiday and I couldn't get 
any satisfaction from anyone. I got 
hold of one social worker who came 
out to see me and I told her I had 
written a letter to Mr Canning and 
she said "Oh it's probably sitting on 
his desk. He's been on holiday for a 
week." I told her I was the first 
person in the house so why was I 
given a reduced benefit. She said she 
would get a cheque sent out straight 
away - it arrived on the Saturday and 
it was still $23.70. The following 
week we had quite a few girls in here 
and we found we were more or less 
keeping them. Everyone was waiting 
for their cheque - they were supposed 
to arrive on the Thursday and nothing 
arrived. One girl had hers trans
ferred from Otahuhu a fortnight before 
and it just arrived on the Thursday 
when she rang up about it. It took a 
fortnight to transfer from Otahuhu 
to Auckland.
JOSS: For one week they were all here
with $6 for food between five of them.
CAROL: That Thursday I'd made an
appointment for Mike Moore to come 
round and before he arrived on the 
Thursday the cheques hadn't arrived 
and I got on the phone to Puddick and 
did a big crying act - I kept crying 
because I knew Mike Moore was going 
to come. I'm not the kind of person 
to play on anybody's sympathies but 
Mike Moore came and he went to see

Puddick and Puddick rang me to say 
our benefits were all going out. The 
three of them - mine would be up to 
$36.50 and I'd get back pay. And I 
said to him "Has Mr Moore been in to 
see you, the MP?" and from his 
attitude and his tone of voice - he 
was very abrupt and said "Oh yes he 
has" I got the impression he didn't 
like the idea of us getting an MP to 
do what is possibly his job. But the 
fact is we have to go over their heads 
to get anything done.
BROADSHEET: What if the father agrees
it's his child. Do you have to go to 
court, or is it only where there is 
some disagreement?

BROADSHEET: I said at National
Women's that as far as I could see 
from the people I knew who had tried 
to get maintenance, the men never 
paid. And they said "But that doesn't 
matter. The girl still gets the money 
from the Social Welfare but the Social 
Welfare rakes in money from the 
fathers."
JOSS: A solicitor told me in 1972 
that $15 million was spent on Domestic 
Purposes Benefits - I presume this is 
the whole country - this includes 
married women. They retrieved $2m. 
in maintenance and it cost them $2*$m. 
to recover the 2. So what they did 
was chuck away $%m to be able to say 
"Men aren't going to be irresponsible" 
and to make a lot of women suffer.
BROADSHEET: Would you like to see
this whole system wiped?
JOSS: Well where a man today can go
along and get Domestic Purposes 
Benefit and he does not have to sue 
his wife for maintenance, the whole 
thing should be dropped. He doesn't 
have to sue her to prove she's the 
mother of his child. He doesn't have 
to do any of those nasty things because 
he's a poor old man. And everyone pats 
him on the head and says "Don't worry 
too much dear and we'll get you a 
housekeeper because of course you 
couldn't possibly stay at home and 
wash floors and look after your child 
because you're a man." There's a 
thing called Home Help Loading at 
Social Welfare which finds house
keepers for men who work.
BROADSHEET: Do they just find them a
housekeeper?
JOSS: They have a list of people who
are willing to do home aid work and 
go in after school.
BROADSHEET: They don't subsidise it?
JOSS: They will subsidise it for men,
yes, they help them in every way they 
can. They're very kind to men. They 
want to keep them in the work-force ar.c 
paying taxes I guess. Of course the 
kids don't really matter, do they? 
Children have no status at all.
BROADSHEET: Does the Social Welfare
ever take children off the parents?
JOSS: They don't like to take children
off parents but when the parents come
cont. on page 14

JOSS: You still go to court because
the amount has to be set by the Court 
because we mustn't be too hard on 
poor old men, must we? So they set 
amounts like five dollars a week for 
the children and you're meant to keep 
the child on that.
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On the weekend of March 30th, the 
Auckland branch of the N.Z. China 
Society held a well attended seminar 
on China, during which such topics as 
Education, Industry, Trade, History 
and Medicine were discussed. I 
attended the last quarter of the 
Sunday, to hear the speakers on Women 
and Children, Kitty Hayward and 
Jocelyn Logan, both of whom have 
visited China in the last year.
Kitty, a young schoolteacher, spoke 
of the old Confucian system, under 
which women were inferior to men and 
their lives ordered by the husband or 
father. Arranged marriage was the 
accepted norm, this was seen as a 
way to advance the family unit and 
often young girls were betrothed by 
their parents to protect them from 
becoming the landlord's property. In 
bad times, women would be sold or 
traded - Shanghai was famous for the 
availability of women.
In contrast, since the 1949 revolution, 
attitudes to slaves, and roles of 
women have changed immensely. They 
are found in a wide variety of employ
ment; are no longer considered 
inferior to men; are free to pursue 
their interests within and without 
marriage; contraception and abortion 
are free and available, as are maternity 
leave and child care nurseries, and 
they take a full share in decision 
making* (however I noted they seem 
noticeably scarce in the higher 
echelons of the Party as yet).
That women should have these rights 
seems to be accepted by the Chinese 
people and Kitty contrasted this with 
Western society's hysterical reaction 
to feminist demands. She also made 
the point that perhaps in our society 
we're deluding ourselves about the 
utter value of the mother/child one 
to one relationship - in China, she 
observed children developing an early 
sense of community with no concept of 
the separateness encouraged by the 
nuclear family.

Jocelyn discussed the pertinent actions, 
which helped free women from their 
traditional roles, taken by the first 
post-revolution government. Land was 
distributed to the people and some 
women, by this event, were given their 
own names for the first time ever 
(previously they would have been known ■ 
as Chan's wife etc). The new marriage 
law ensured husband and wife sharing 
equally, and eliminated contract 
marriage and child betrothal.
Provision for divorce was made (now

mu mu iiiimiiii
relatively uncommon), simply achieved 
by obtaining a certificate (however a 
man cannot ask for a divorce if his 
wife is pregnant or within a year of 
the birth of a child). VD and prost
itution were eliminated, the former 
by treatment and education and the 
latter by educating and retraining the 
women, who were not made to feel 
culpable or sinful.
The government realised that these 
administrative methods alone wouldn't 
bring about emancipation of women - 
the real key was, it felt, that women 
should take a full part in society 
and production, and special conditions 
were introduced to make this possible.

i• All women have 56 days maternity 
leave on full pay, which can be 
sxtcjnded to 72 days for twins or other 
complications.
2. Women can breast feed if they 
wish - the child is placed in a 
nursery at the factory and, by law, 
breastfeeding or not, the women have 
half an hour off morning and after
noon to be with the baby. Children 
appear to be happy and receive good 
care in the nurseries; they receive 
regular health checks and inoculations 
clothes and bedding are changed 
regularly; they are bathed each day 
and educated after 3 years of age.
3. Pregnant women in the later 
stages work only 7, not 8 hours a day, 
but still on full pay and places are 
provided for them to rest. It is 
illegal to make a pregnant woman do 
heavy tasks or work a night shift. To 
working women before the revolution, 
obvious pregnancy meant they would be 
fired and if they managed to conceal 
the pregnancy, a choice had to be 
made between strangling the child at 
birth or keeping it and surviving at 
starvation level.
4. Housewives' factories are small 
workshops, within walking distance of 
their homes, where they can work full 
or part-time.
5. Service stations are little shops 
where for a few cents, women can have 
such tasks as darning or button—sewing 
attended to.

6. Contraception, abortion and 
sterilisation are free and accessible. 
The point was made that the population 
policy of ideally 2 children per 
couple is not intended to limit 
numbers so China can support and feed 
her people, but based solely on 
concern for, and consideration of, 
what is best for women and children.

•TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE??
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Jocelyn stated that socialism does 
n°t give immediate emancipation of 
women, but provides the preconditions 
under which women can struggle for 
equality with such influences as the 
media, education system and culture 
behind you all the way. No sex role 
stereotyping is evident in the 
education system. Radio, T.V. and 
magazines constantly publicise 
examples of women who have done great 
things to encourage young girls and 
often operas have female heroes.
Finally Jocelyn spoke briefly about 
children who, before the revolution 
were exploited, often with accom
panying poor health. Child labour no 
longer exists, although children take 
part in practical tasks as a planned 
part of their education. In every 
residential area there is a neighbour
hood committee, consisting largely of 
retired people, which takes great 
interest in and spends time with 
children. Such places as the Children's 
Palace in Shanghai exist, where the 
children can go after school and 
choose from a huge variety of 
activities. Children appear self 
confident, happy and important people 
in their own right. They are 
educated to be concerned about, help 
and serve the people.
The sceptic in me says it all seems 
too good to be true.

Melancholic Footnote —  Even the most 
liberal of liberal MEN ......

After a stimulating question period 
(during which I ascertained that the 
retirement age for women is lower 
than for men and that women can elect 
to stay at home and not work and not 
earn if they want to), I was talking, 
my usual Broadsheet bundle under my 
arm, to the enlightened, pleasant 
convenor of this session, who happens 
to be the wife of the N.Z. president 
of the China Society. He approached 
during our conversation and inquired 
what the 'papers' were that I was 
holding, to which I replied "women's 
liberation material". WOW - the 
reaction was a scoffing, derogatory 
scowl/grunt and a gloatingly superior 
"might be alright for some but not 
for anyone around here". How sad, 
after everything everyone had heard 
and apparently been in sympathy with 
during the afternoon. His wife 
bought the only two Broadsheets I 
sold that day.

Rosemary Ronald. 
Editorial Footnote:

An article about Chinese women in the 
November Nova, confirms Rosemary's 
suspicion. The article concluded:
"They have economic independence but 

' they still work for lower pay; they 
have equal rights but they are still 
chief cooks, bottle-washers and baby- 
minders in addition to their outside 
jobs. This could be why so few of 
them have managed to become managers 
or party leaders. The figures speak
cont. on page 13
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International Planned Parenthood 
Federation Conference at Brighton

Peggy Ziesler, Executive Secretary of 
the N.Z.F.P.A. recently attended the 
International Planned Parenthood 
Conference in Brighton. Here are 
some notes from her on the Conference.

The Curtain Raiser to the IPPF Anniv
ersary Conference in 1973 was a Survey 
of Unmet Needs.(Russia and China were 
not included). From the results of 
this Survey we learn;
a. On a global scale, not less than 
l/3rd of all couples in the fertile age 
groups are practising family planning 
on a regular basis.
b. Even among them, roughly half the 
number practise family planning by 
methods of 'varying reliability'.
C. Only l/3rd of the world's adult 
population has sufficient knowledge of 
contraception - or how to plan their 
families.
d. Only % of the adult population, and 
far fewer young people, have adequate 
access to information and education on 
family planning.
e. Nearly one in 3 pregnancies is 
deliberately terminated, legally or 
otherwise. (Remember a successful 
illegal abortion is NOT a statistic).
f. About 80% of the world's population 
today live in countries in which 
Governments do make a contribution to 
family planning.
g. But, the rest in countries whose 
Governments (they form 60% of the total 
number of Governments involved) make
no contribution to family planning at 
all.
Of course, as Dr McDonald himself put it, 
the above statistics can be quite mis
leading as they do not represent the 
typical picture of anywhere in particular. 
But, parts of such data are true in 
respect of any country ... in fact, most 
countries.
Therefore we need urgent and adequate 
social and economic development every
where which is the sine qua non 
(indispensable norm) in family planning.
Or, we must recognise facts and organise 
our future activities in such a way 
that people will want to limit and space 
their children but only as an act of 
voluntary decision - seeing for them
selves the real prospects of health, 
survival, security and the good life 
that would come as a result.
Present FP services are l/3rd of what 
are needed - hence, the work will need 
more money, more trained and professional 
manpower and supplies.

In her annual report to the Governing 
body, on the eve of the Brighton 
Conference, Miss Julia Henderson, 
Secretary-General of the IPPF, said 
that the realities of the world family 
planning situation as revealed in the 
Unmet Needs Study left no room for 
complacency.
"Whilst world-wide averages may delude 
us into thinking we are well on the way 
to solving this problem, a closer study 
of any regions outside the Northern 
Hemisphere shows that after 21 years 
we and all our partners are only beginning 
to reach the mass of the people who need 
to know our message and to have 
available the means to regulate their 
own fertility."
Miss Henderson said that she hoped that 
the conference would mark a point of 
reconciliation on the old question of 
whether we are pursuing planned parent
hood for the sake of individual human 
happiness and welfare or for the 
purposes of slowing down birth rates.
"I have yet to find one person in the 
Federation who believes that planned 
parenthood is justified on its own 
merits because of its contribution to 
human welfare. I have yet to find one 
person in the Federation who believes 
that planned parenthood alone will 
produce economic development and alone 
will reduce the birth rate. These might 
have been real arguments in 1963 or 
even 1968 but everyone has now had 
enough experience to recognize how 
complicated are the problems with which 
we deal.
"Could we not agree that there is no 

priority to be decided between human 
happiness and human survival - that 
individual and collective approaches 
support one another and that our 
Organisation is flexible enough to let 
every association decide to approach 
this question according to the circum
stances in their country.
"I would plead that we bury this hatchet 
and get on with the tremendous common 
tasks we face for the rest of this 
decade."
While we need the support of all 

physicians, some of whom, it has been 
suggested, may require some re-education, 
we must place cur emphasis as soon as 
possible on delivery of medical contra
ceptives by trained medical auxiliaries.
We need to build on and extend the range 
of traditional contraceptive practices 
and involve indigenous practitioners for 
whom suitable training needs to be 
provided.

cont. from  page 12
for themselves. There is only one 
woman in the communist party polit- 
buro - the nearest equivalent to our 
(UK) cabinet. This woman is Mrs Mao 
.... There are only 20 women - less 
than 10% of the members - in China's 
central committee. There are more 
women in local party committees - 
17% in the one that runs Shanghai, 
for example - and still more in the 
neighbourhood committees that 
organise nurseries and other social 
services. The pattern is simple: 
the proportion of women goes up as 
the importance of the job goes down."
The writer of this article, Emily 
MacFarquhar, says that "feminism is 
rather out of fashion in China these 
days" but reports that the organisatic: 
which used to speak for China's women 
and which went into hibernation due 
to the cultural revolution is just 
now reviving itself.

Of course, family planning services 
should be built into maternal and child- 
health services, preventive services, 
obstetric services and other health and 
social services. Any channel of service
and any channel of advice is welcome.
But it will be many years before many 
of the developing countries can have an 
infrastructure of health or social 
services in touch with the whole 
population. While cultural taboos 
should not be challenged too directly 
or too quickly, in the long run 
contraceptive supplies must be stripped 
of all mystery and most of them provided 
through similar distributional channels 
to soap or tooth brushes. Family 
planning should be a way of life.
Following the IP P F  21st Anniversary 
Conference the Governing Body and 
Management Planning Committee took an 
important initiative to carry family 
planning supplies into the community 
and so supplement the clinical work 
carried out by the IP P F  associations.
During the summer an interim 
department was formed specializing 
in the field of community-based, as 
opposed to clinic-based, distribution 
of contraceptives. It reviewed the 
breakthrough in contraceptive 
distribution made in certain countries 
such as Colombia, Brazil and Thailand, 
and studied opportunities for the 
support and expansion of additional 
work.
On the initiative of Dr Malcolm Potts 
a new department has been created to 
support the community-based distri
bution of contraceptives.
He became increasingly concerned about 
the failure of conventional delivery 
systems and maintained that most 
communities appear to want to obtain 
their contraceptives "in the same 
way that they get their vegetables - 
from the cheapest and easiest source 
and not through clinics and doctors.”
The new unit will carry out feasibility 
studies for alternative delivery systems 
in family planning which could speed up 
the acceptance and practice of family 
planning throughout the world.
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The Feminist
te levision

Refreshing to find a situation comedy 
about a married couple that doesn't 
stereotype the wife. I'm talking 
about Ronnie Corbett's series, "No 
That's Me over Here", in which he 
plays a Briston-type office dwarf 
with common hangups of wanting to get 
in with the boss, and being fiercely 
afraid of ever being out of step with 
anyone. His wife is not depicted as 
a nagger, or as a dumb blonde, or as 
a drudge or as a "Women's Libber" 
but as a person, and rather a 
sensible and sympathetic one at that.
During a recent episode, a lady, 
roundly pregnant, was having her white • 
wedding reception at Ronnie's house;
Her husband-to-be was suspected of 
being homosexual, presumably bi-sexual; 
Ronnie's mother-in-law was described 
by him in a moment of desperation as 
an old tart and his mother, I think, 
as an old bag. She insisted on 
harping on about the bride "having 
one" - a baby - and "not wanting one", 
and "you two" looking right at 
Ronnie's wife, "wanting one and not 
being able to". This latter problem 
of Ronnie and his wife being child
less and therefore depriving his 
mother of her rightful grandchildren 
is a constant theme of the series.
The conclusion of this horrendous 
party peopled by husband with an 
alcoholic wife, (that's the boss), 
a "pouff", that's the bridegroom, the 
two^mums, a hen-pecked husband and 
classic "I want.my husband to get on 
because he deserves it" wife comes 
as a great surprise.
All these stereotypes that Ronnie, 
alone and despairing in the kitchen, 
has described verbally and who have 
been graphically depicted during the 
half-hour programme are revealed to 
,be happily singing aloud together.
there's not much they can do. The 
parents come at the end of a long slov 
process. There are over 5,000 kids 
in institutions and they are mostly,
I was told by a senior officer at 
Child Welfare, the children of 
broken marriages, where neither parent 
can cope. It costs an awful lot to 
keep children in institutions. They 
should try to keep the family 
together because all they're doing is 
making more trouble. They're going 
to need more children's courts, more 
social welfare officers etc.
BROADSHEET: Do the parents ever get
them back when they go into a foster 
home or orphanage?
JOSS; Well it's the beginning of the 
end because they lose the incentive 
to fight when their kids are gone.
You lose the incentive to run around 
and fight and kick in doors to get a 
house. They're not there anymore and 
next week, next week ... You put it 
off because it's easier, you've had 
too much anyway. Who can stand up 
to that sort of strain? Other people 
end up in Oakley as well and that's

All people, you see, with many 
differences, but not types that can't 
overcome their prejudices in their 
common humanity - at least for a while 
at a party.
I find there's usually much more to 
this series than meets the eye and of 
course it is extremely funny, which 
helps.

Joanne Edwards

book rev iew
Inside Outside - poems by

Lynsey Ferrari
Some really good publications come up 
from the Dunedin area women and this 
book of poems by Lynsey Ferrari is no 
exception.
Basically, these are feminist poems 
written in 1972 when Lynsey was 
experiencing the growing pains of her 
feminist consciousness. Her poems 
reflect the feelings of wistfulness, 
despair and disquiet felt by all women 
at some time or another.
Yet, through the despair comes the 
truth whether it be the home-trapped 
woman in "She" and "Vows and 
Confessions" or the dolly-bird who is 
revealed to be a "sister amidst the 
confusion" in "Brave Margot".
Lynsey's other poems on themes of the 
non-communication between people and 
the pace of contemporary life are 
equally good. I liked them from first 
reading and since .I've re-read them 
for the review I like them even more.
Copies are available at $1.05 each
from; T _Lynsey Ferrari,

214 Clyde Street,
Balclutha

Val Cole
another $60 a week cost to the 
Government. It's cheaper to give 
them a house and an increased benefit. 
The Single Parents' Association is 
appealing for funds to build a hostel. 
They would like each woman to have a 
self-contained bed-sitter with an 
outside door to ensure free access 
for the women staying there. There 
would be a communal living area and 
kitchen. Joss Shawyer says that it 
will be actually cheaper to build 
than to buy an existing building and 
by building the organisation would 
also be eligible for Government 
subsidies. Anyone who would like to 
donate a sum of money - large or 
small - to the building fund can 
send it to;
The Single Parents' Association 
Cairns, Slane, Fitzgerald & Phillips 
P.O. Box 6849,
AUCKLANDFootnote; Due to circumstances beyonc 

its control the association can hence
forth only provide emergency accomm
odation for women with children under 
1 year old.
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kicking a g a in s t  th e  pricks
Robert Gilmore, in the March 74 
"Eve" opens an article entitled 
"Nature's Dirty Deal" with the 
question "Who, given the chance of 
rebirth, would choose to be born a 
woman?" I would, and proudly, but 
Gilmore obviously regards it as a 
fate worse than death as he goes 
on to talk about women "having been 
savagely disadvantaged by Nature" 
with the "burden of her Biology" 
which he presumes, quoting Freud, 
controls her destiny.
In a full page article which only 
mentions positive female character
istics in a very patronizing tone, 
Gilmore makes a number of sweeping 
statements about what a woman needs 
to "figure" in a male-dominated 
society.
"A woman can be beautiful. But she 
needs to be beautiful," he says - 
but what for? - he doesn't say - 
does she need to be beautiful to be 
a successful lawyer, a good teacher, 
a competent check-out operator, a 
loving, understanding mother?

His next argument is that "the three 
essential formulae of feminity - 
narcissism, passivity, and masochism - 
particularly angers Women's Libbers. 
But note how a women lacking even one 
of the three is handicapped." I 
would contend that anyone, female or 
male, lacking any or all of the three 
is probably a well-adjusted, vital 
person who enjoys life.
The article continues with more 
comments about women and their all- 
important looks. "What will the 
beautiful bird in 1974 be like in 
1994 when she's say, 38?" Probably 
she won't find her balding, beer- 
bellied husband sexually attractive 
either, and maybe she'll be looking 
at younger men as avidly as he's 
"eyeing the new generation of 
beautiful birds."
Gilmore then hauls in Alvin Tofler's 
argument in Future Shock that in a 
constantly changing world a man is 
likely to want to change his mate as 
he outstrips her intellectually, but 
Gilmore says this will be even worse 
in N.Z. because "a) a woman, unlike 
a man, usually needs good looks to 
attract a mate, and b) the N.Z. 
climate and N.Z. diet tend to deprive 
women of their looks by 40"; but he 
forgets to mention the toll of too 
many kids, too much housework, and 
too little love and attention from 
that husband who is so busy "growing".
It was a sad, silly article, but the 
saddest thing was that 'Eve' magazine 
published an article by a man which
was such a put-down of women.

Mary Garlick. Hamilton

The Headmaster loves it. It's what 
he's always wanted. "Mind you, I've 
had to work pretty hard , you know. 
And still do," he volunteers. The 
lady in charge of the junior school 
assures me that women are seldom 
suitable for the task of running a 
school. It takes special qualities, 
she explains. Guess what I've been 
doing lately? As I sit in yet 
another staff-room the scene remains 
the same ... a dozen women and three 
or four men with the men doing all 
the organising. And the standard 
four girls make the morning tea.

Wyn Hoadley.

Remember what Elizabeth Reid said at 
last year's United Women's Convention 
about not letting the male-dominated 
press report our activities. When 
Auckland Women's Liberation organised 
the Women's Health Speakout on 
International Women's Day our agreement 
with Elizabeth Reid's attitude was 
reinforced by the following incident. 
The "Sunday News" which is one of 
Auckland's grubby Sunday papers 
phoned to ask for details. The 
organiser refused to discuss it with 
a male reporter but said she would 
be happy to talk to a female reporter. 
She never heard back but the following 
Sunday the item below appeared.
DON'T BE COY
Petticoat pettiness thrust itself at 
male chauvinism last week in the form 
of a mysterious body calling itself 
the "Organisation for Women's Health".
The organisers, whoever they may be, 
refused to talk to a male reporter 
who rang for details.
"We deal with women writers only" the 
sexy but rather misguided voice said 
on the other end of the phone.
"If a woman writer from your paper 
rings us, we'd probably give her the 
details."
Forget it ladies - we're not 
interested.
What would he_ have written if he'd 
been allowed to attend?
(P.S. What does a misguided voice 
sound like?)

The Shah of Persia, who has so far 
discarded two wives; one because she 
couldn't have any children, the other 
because she had produced three 
daughters, thinks that "In a man's 
life women count only if they're 
beautiful and graceful and know how 
to stay feminine" and that women have 
"produced nothing great, nothing." 
Surprise. Surprise.

Sandra Coney
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broadsheet report
A u ck lan d  W om en 's  
L ib e ra tio n
W« meet on the firet and third Tuesday 
of each month at: Women's Common Room 
Student Union Building, Princes Street, 
at 7 • 3D p.in.
On second and fourth Tuesdays, suburban 
cell groups meet in members' homes. To 
contact a group in your area, ring one 
of the members below:

Eden-Epeos: Rosemary, 689-494
Herne Bay: Sandra, 764-893
Eastern suburbs:Val, 540-534
Parnell, Auckland Central:Tiiu,372-506 
Freemans Bay: Liz, 764-520

H.OW .
___ This group has sent copies
of 'First Sex, Second Sex' to all 
primary schools in the Hamilton 
area.
A reading room has been made 
available above Anderson's Restaurant 
and it is proposed that this will be 
open between 6-9pm.
There is to be a HOW column in the 
Waikato Times. Prospective writers 
should submit articles to Venetia 
Edmonson.

Palm erston N o rth
A questionnaire has been sent to all 
members to discover whether people 
want small groups in addition to the 
usual meetings. This has arisen from 
a feeling that in large meetings the 
topic is often lost, and that people 
have insufficient background knowledge 
It is proposed to try 3 meetings 
where one informed person begins the 
discussion with a 5-10 minute 
introduction, followed by a break
down into small groups if necessary.
Copies of the Palmerston North 
submission to the Parliamentary 
Select Committee are available at 
50c. each. Box 1823, Palmerston 
North.

Dunedin C o lle c tiv e
Eleven members

have been meeting regularly to share 
feelings on sexuality, based on a 
sex*-ed course for teenagers put out 
by the Unitarian Church of the USA. 
Another group is to be started.
The collective and the Glenleith Pre
school are planning to buy an old 
house as a combined pre-school and 
women's centre. It is hoped that 
from shares of approx. $100 a deposit 
of $5,000 can soon be raised. Several 
people have already contributed.

Wellington Organisation for Women: 
For sale: 'Uppity women unite' 
buttons. 2" diameter. 50c. each. 
P.O. 2663, Wellington.

G a y  Fem inist C o lle c tiv e
During 1973 it was noted that although 
relationships with gay men on the Gay 
Liberation scene in Auckland were 
good, the movement seemed to suffer 
from a lack of many active gay women.
It was obvious they were looking for a 
group catering specifically for their 
needs as homosexuals and as women.
Spurred on by the progress of the S.H.2 
organisations in Wellington and Christ
church, a group of gay women in this 
city formed the Gay Feminist Collective 
(Feb 1974) .
.We have yet to draw up a manifesto, 
but our basic devotions lie in the form 
of:
(i) providing a source of contact for 
the many closet lesbians in this 
society, who, for too long, have been 
alone.
.(ii) providing, as is possible, a gay 
women's social scene, other than the 
exploitive pub scene.
(iii) re-education of the public - 
through school visits; writing articles 
for popular magazines; holding teach- 
ins; reaching the trainee professionals 
in teaching and medicine.
(iv) conducting our own research -
i.e. those of us who are within the 
universities, and have access to the 
necessary resources.
The Collective meets once weekly in a 
private house. So far we are very 
young and barely financial, and our 
time has been largely spent on working 
out our directions. We need money; 
we have held one social function to 
begin a bank balance in preparation for 
the expenses of a newsletter-cum- 
magazine. We welcome any financial 
support, but foremostly we encourage 
the support of all interested homosexua] 
-bisexual women. Contact us through 
Box 37307 Parnell, Auckland.
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lesbians’ m e e t i n
LESBIAN CONFERENCE MARCH 1-3

This first Lesbian Conference in 
New Zealand allowed the various Gay 
Women's groups around the country to 
come and share ideas and hopefully 
return, encouraged by the productivity 
engendered. In addition we saw there 
many isolated gay women who came from 
places devoid of any gay movement at 
all. These women, I hope, derived 
some sense of gay solidarity.
The four speeches delivered on the 
Saturday morning consisted of 
representatives from Auckland, 
Wellington and Christchurch covering 
the Relevance of Feminism to 
Lesbianism; the International Gay 
Movement; Relationships with men; 
the Lesbian Mother, the contents of 
which proved to be both entertaining 
and educational, displaying in part 
the broad strata of lesbian life
styles represented in society.
Workshop discussion groups came to 
grips with such issues as Lesbian 
Roles; the Lesbian in the Work Force; 
the Sexuality of Women; What is a 
Lesbian. Sample quotations from the 
conclusions of one workshop: "A 
technical definition of lesbianism 
is 'A woman who relates both 
emotionally and physically to her 
own sex.' "We feel it is valid to 
call oneself a lesbian prior to any 
homosexual (sexual) experience."
"Women, being made aware now, in 
this society, through their own 
investigations of their sexuality, 
should be made aware of the validity 
of lesbian relationships." "Role- 
playing, i.e. 'butch'/'femme' is 
still a very touchy area; we should 
each decide for ourselves how to 
handle this issue, but bearing in 
mind that all sexual chauvinism, 
whether it comes from men, or from 
women, ia a negation of women's 
rights."
These small group'discussions gave some 
reticent or bewildered women perhaps 
their first opportunity to articulate 
their feelings; to ask and answer 
questions, and share common experiences 
relating to our particular lifestyle.
Sunday was the occasion for the ACTION 
WORKSHOPS. The following reports were 
made:

1. PUBLICATIONS - more national 
co-operation in the distribution and 
content of 'The Circle' magazine 
produced by S.H.E. (Wgtn). Each centre 
should also work toward publishing its 
own magazine - so we get a variety of . 
magazines.
2. RESEARCH - we should find out what 
research, if any, is being done in our 
own centres i.e. concerning homo- 
sexuality/lesbianism. We should try 
to do our own - those of us in the 
universities doing social science 
courses. National co-ordination 
should work to publish findings.

3. FIGHTING OPPRESSION - use the media 
to publish articles we write on 
lesbianism. Visit schools; hold teach- 
ins; get on talk-back radio shows; 
reach the trainee-professionals - in 
teaching and medicine - all as part of 
a wide-spread public re-education 
programme.
Finally the GROUP DYNAMICS session - 
experience in sensory awareness and 
relating to both individuals and 
groups was found to be beneficial for 
most, but frightening for some who 
hadn't known what to expect and felt 
insecure under such circumstances.
In sum, the Conference was well worth 
the effort involved.
Gay women in Auckland (homosexual/ 
bisexual) can contact the Gay Feminist 
Collective, Box 37307, Parnell .

Maureen G.F.C.

I wouldn't ask ouch of you, my lore 
The earth beneath the stars above 
A nodest home in some suburban place 
A calm retreat from human race 
In modicum comfort we shall live 
To you my tender car I'll give 
My love for you a constant cert 
As ice cream and jelly for dessert 
For in this happy life I know 
Our children shall thrive and grow 
The household toils I won't shirk 
While you go out and work 
Our humble crust to earn 
All day for you I'll yearn 
Day ended winter's cold unkind 
A bowl of soup you'll find 
Home awaiting piping hot 
The baby bathed and in the cot 
Next a plate of vegetables and meat 
We'll sit down together and eat 
Think it over, don't be too long 
My love for you is definitely strong 
Reply soon, commit to me your life 
Tell me truly. Will you be my wife?

- Sylvia Baynes
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BROADSHEET ABROAD
0  A Women's Publishing Company 
n is being set up in England. They are 
g  particularly interested in manuscripts
1 with a Women's Liberation emphasis
I and a sociological and/or historical 
9 viewpoint. Anybody interested,
N contact: Carmen Callil, 27 Smith St,
Q  London S.W.3.
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A Feminist Community Coalition 
has been organised in New York to 
provide continuing communication 
amongst feminist groups and to 
facilitate effective action. Member 
groups can seek support for a 
specific concern and if a two-thirds 
majority approves this concern will 
become a Coalition Issue.
'Right-to-lifers' in the United States 
are campaigning vigorously to under
mine the Supreme Court decision to 
legalize abortion. Three constitut
ional amendments are currently in the 
judiciary committees (either House or 
Senate). These seek to restrict 
abortion by guaranteeing the 
constitutional right to life of all 
human beings from the moment of 
conception, or, more moderately, from 
implantation. Many legislators, 
while privately believing abortion to 
be a woman's choice, seem prepared
to bow to anti-abortionist pressure as 
the course most likely to lead to 
re-election. There has been a lack 
of counter-pressure from pro-abortion 
forces, many lulled into complacency 
by the Supreme Court decision.
See Ms magazine, Oct 1973, article by 
Bea Blair.

0  A letter from Anne Else in Albania 
mentions celebrations for Inter-

1 national Women's Day at the Radio 
D where she works.a
n "On International Women's Day we went j to a function at the Radio. Women 
0 happily danced with women, couldn't 

care less - the bosses (all men 
still!) were the only men there. It 
was quite something to see the 
cleaning women (here considered on an 
equal footing with the rest of the 
staff - they work when we do, not at 
some ungodly hour of the morning to 
be out of the way before anyone comes) 
dancing folk dances with the others, 
incredibly joyful and happy. It seems 
to me that back home we couldn't think 
it possible to work as a cleaner and 
be happy, but of course it is, if you 
are valued and your work respected - 
you are a necessary member of the 
staff here not a drudge. They sing 
at their work all the time. If they 
go to night-school and get qualifi
cations (for instance, my housekeeper 
is a qualified cook) their wages 
improve a great deal. It's the 
social attitude to the work that makes 
the difference. My housekeeper's 
three daughters presented me with a 
set of napkins, all beautifully 
embroidered in cross-stitch for I.W. 
day, I was rather overcome,the work 
is really fine.

Actually went to help build some 
apartments the other day. Each plant 
etc. builds a block, then its staff 
get .the flats. Only two hours, I 
enjoyed it. The. Albanians go about 
twice a month, not very arduous, and 
thus help solve the housing problem 
quicker. I had a little note the 
next day to thank me for coming, not 
that I worked very hard, I was all 
fingers and thumbs."

3 International Women's Day did not pass 
U unnoticed in Sydney this year. WTomen 
S watched films about women, by women;
£ they celebrated the opening of a 
jr health centre for women, run by women;
0 they marched in protest to help
1 imprisoned women; they met to talk 
j about violence committed againstj women.
a Movies ran for a week at the Sydney 

Filmmakers' Co-operative. Many were 
from overseas, while some of 
professional standard came out of 
the women's film workshop in Sydney. 
"Home" is one such film. It is the 
true story of two women who have 
spent most of their lives^in 
institutions. Together, they tell 
how they have suffered, how they 
have survived up to now and how they 
hope to mould their own futures.
The Leichhardt Women's Community 
Health Centre officially opened on 
.Friday, March 8. Two hundred people 
gathered at the centre to admire the 
work that had been accomplished by 
women (including an architect who 
built all the office and surgery 
furniture) and to celebrate the 
beginning of a greatly needed 
community service.
Already the centre is understaffed.
On Tuesday of the first week, fifty 
women came to the clinic for help 
and advice. Another group of 
neighbourhood women, all Italian, 
showed up hoping there would be a 
doctor who spoke Italian. They liked 
the homely atmosphere, and next time, 
they plan to bring along their own 
interpreter. A self-help group now 
meets regularly at the centre. The 
doctors are always on hand to answer 
the many questions that have gone 
unanswered for so long.
About 200 men and women marched to 
Bidura Children's Home and the 
Metropolitan Girls' Shelter on Satur
day, March 9. They were protesting 
against the abominable conditions in 
which helpless children are forced 
to live. Police arrested two men and 
a woman, but hopefully, something 
more constructive will come of the 
protest. The public has been made 
aware of the situation and perhaps 
the child welfare will be embarrassed 
enough to look into the matter, 
seriously.
Sunday, the final day, brought three 
hundred women together for a forum on 
violence. Every woman in the audience 
was a potential speaker. While many

cont. over
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were evidently 'nervous about speaking 
in public, they were angry enough to 
speak out against the violence that 
they had suffered. Each woman’s pain 
was shared by every other woman there. 
It was a moving experience.
At the end, however, nothing was 
resolved. Two facts did stand out - 
women had been and still are very much 
alone, and they have been victims for 
too long. The need for a women's 
shelter, already in the planning 
stages, was made all the more urgent.
For many women, the forum and the 
other activities of the week, marked 
the beginning of new friendships, new 
resolves and for some, a new way of 
lif e.

E. Caldwell
Australia: Amazon Acres, an area of
1000 acres at Mt Firestone is being 
bought ($30,000) with a view to 
establishing a women’s farm. If you 
want to be a part of Amazonia - 
contributing money, equipment, ideas 
or presence, contact Kerryn Higgs,
46 Crystal St, Petersham, NSW 2049.

The Auckland Star 
1.4.74___________
How fortunate for us 
that the Auckland Star 
recognises Mrs Nathan's 
prominence in her own 
right and not through 
her marriaqe.

A u cklan d ’s tw o  
d aily  papers  
look at the  
sam e event in 
d if fe re n t  ways

D ea th  o f M rs 
S. R . N ath an
Mrs Simone Renee 

Nathan, aged 85, died in 
Jerusalem, Israel, last Wed
nesday. She was the widow

T h e  New  Z e a la n d  H e r a ld

| - L... -
How f o r t u n a t e  f o r  M rs  •... , i::-.. 
N a th a n  t h a t  s h e  'had  a 
h u sb a n d  s h e  c o u ld  r e l y  
o n  t o  g e t  h e r  d e a t h  i n  
p r i n t .

Ex-Auckland 
social worker 
dies in Israel
Mrs Simone Renee Nathaq 

who Has died in Jerusalem
— i A uiimminn

Sworker for women s and hos- 
' interests in Am^ H T T

re going to Israel 22years ago.
She founded the Auckland 

Hospital Auxiliary in the 
late 1920s and worked with 
Dr Doris Gordon on the 
committee which laid plans 
for the National Women’s 
Hospital in the 1930s.

She was an active worker 
for the women’s interna
tional Zionist organization 
and a world vice-president.

Mrs Nathan raised money 
for charities during World \̂ ir I.

After the war, when Pales
tine was set up under the 
Balfour declaration, she 
organized a scheme to send 
Plunket nurses there. She 
was a vice-president of the 
Auckland Plunket Society.

Born in Paris, she came 
to Auckland in 1910 after 
marrying Mr David Nathan, 
a prominent city business
man. He died in 1944.

In 1952 she decided to live 
in Israel with a son, Mr John 
Nathan. She is survived by 
three other sons, Messrs 
Lawrence, Dennis and Frank 
Nathan, of Auckland.
A memorial service -will be 

held in the Auckland' 
Synagogue on April 28.

Readers are invited to send book 
reviews for publication. Reviews of 
feminist literature, novels, poetry, 
and children's books would be 
acceptable.

Auckland Women's Liberation still has 
copies of its submissions available:
A Survey of Employment Opportunity 
Ads. 15c.
Women in New Zealand Society. 50c. 
Women’s Health. 15c. 
also: Free Space, a Perspective on
the Small Group in Women's Liberation 
by Pamela Allen, USA, 20 pages, 20c. 
United Women's Convention Report. 

$1.50
For all these send to Rosemary Ronald 
48 St Andrews Rd, Epsom, Auckland. 
Send^a few stamps for postage.
Other groups can advertise their 
submissions for sale free in 
Broadsheet. We would also like to 
receive copies of them for 
publication later.

N e x t M o nth
Next month's issue will look at 
Education. Any articles or ideas 
should be sent to the address on 
Page 1.

AUCKLAND COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

3 6870 00165909 7

A new Self Help Health group will be starting at 7p.m. on 
Monday 29 th April at 20 Renall St, Freemans Bay. 
Initially there will be a four week training course followed 
by further participation if desired. Enquiries phone Sharyn 
Cederman, 30789 ex 85 , day.

Attention R. S. Ordish of Gisborne
Please send your correct address to * 
Toni Church so she can re-send your 
SAM buttons to you. Toni's address 
is 3 Cliff Road, St Heliers. Other 
people interested in SAM (Society 
for the Abolition of Miss and Mrs) 
buttons can send 25 cents per button 
or $1 for 5 by sending to the 
address above.

broadsheet
★  s u b s c rip tio n s *

$2.50
to: 48 S t Andrew s Rd 

Epsom .Auckland 3
N a m e :......................................
Address;....... ...........................

P hone:................................ .
CpaacAocng me nth , . . __________________
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