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women’74
A  weekend convention, 14 & 15 September, 1974, organized by Hamilton feminists and the University o f Waikato Extension 
Department. Venue: University o f Waikato and Hamilton Teachers’ College.

CONVENTION PROGRAMME
Saturday 14 September
Morning Programme Afternoon Programme

Women and Politics: Professor Joseph Women and Education: Ms Dorothy Stafford, Head o f
Milburn, Associate Professor o f Political Science General Studies, Waikato Technical Institute.
University o f Rhode Island, U.S.A.
Women and Economics: Ms Mary Batchelor, M.P. Women and the Family: Dr Noeline Walker, National

Women and the Law: Ms Sylvia Cartwright, lawyer
President o f Federation o f NZ Parents’ Centres. 
Women and Health: Ms Maureen Marshall, Registered

Followed by workshops on:
Midwife, recently toured Women’s Self Help Clinics in USA 

Followed by workshops on:
Politics Education
1. Women as policy makers 14. The neglect o f women in educational curricula
2. Women as a force for change 15. Women in the arts
3. Becoming aware: Problems and solutions 16. Sex-role stereotypes: A  continuing problem from 4 to 40
Economics 17. Women in teaching: Are there equal opportunities?
4. Work opportunities: Employers’ attitudes 18. Schools: the feminine outlook
5. Economic legislation: Equal pay and superannuation 19. A fter school: What happens?
6. Women in the work force: their contributions and 20. After the children: Utilising talents

their problems Family
7. The financial world 21. Child care: a mother’s dilemma
8. Money: A  ‘do’ or ‘ don’t ’ for women? 22. Marriage: Equal rights and responsibilities
Law 23. Alternative life styles
9. Law as a profession 24. “ Motherhood”
10. Legislation: equality or protection? 25. Women alone
11. Legal rights: how to use the law Health
12. Domestic proceedings: separation, maintenance 26. Women’s sexuality

and custody 27. Contraception
13. Homosexual women 28. Medical myths: ways to improve medicalcare for women

1 C l__

29. Normal or neurotic?

Morning Programme
Bazaar: Interest groups may organize discussions etc

Afternoon Programme not yet finalised 

Any telephone enquiries to Hamilton 67s 119 ex 722 during business hours or 53*256 after hours.

r
NAME: (Ms, Mr) 

AD D R E SS .........

ENROLM ENT FORM

A  limited number o f billets will be available. I f  you require accommodation please state number. I f  children please supply 
number involved and ages. No o f adults No. o f children Ages

A  creche will be available. I f  you require its services please supply number o f children and ages No. Ages

DO YOU REQUIRE AN  NAC GROUP T R A V E L  VOUCHER? Y e s ....... N o ...........  Number required................

As the programme indicates you are required to select one morning and one afternoon workshop; PLEASE W RITE IN  THE 
NUMBER OF THE WORKSHOP YOU WISH TO ATTEND. In the event o f your first selection being oversubscribed please | 
supply a second choice.

j Morning workshop: First choice.............. Second choice............ Afternoon workshop: First choice........... Second choice i

I enclose cheque for $ Convention Fee: $ 4

SEND FORM TO: Women ’74, University Extension, University o f Waikato, HAM ILTON, 

This form should reach the university no later than 31 August.
J
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E d ito ria l Women and Violence
In presenting an issue on Women and Violence, it 
is as well to remember that our whole culture is a 
violent one.
Only more horrific than the overt forces o f violence 
are the hidden, subtle forms o f violations against 
women - “ the second sex” .

“ To deny that you are oppressed is to collaborate 
in your oppression. To collaborate in your 
oppression is a way o f denying that you are 
oppressed - particularly when the price o f refusing 
to collaborate is execution.”  (1)

To be able to affirm oppression a woman must first 
become aware that her malaise, and general low 
level o f satisfaction can not be solved by individual 
“ therapy” , and is not in fact a condition o f her 
making. It must be understood as situational vio
lence, emotional and physical, both active and 
passive.
Commonly violence against women is conceived o f 
in physical terms - rape, and wife beating. Such a 
limited conception (which in no way diminishes 
its importance to the whole dominance structure 
which controls woman) has resulted in the action 
being taken at this level recently by women them
selves. Consequently there has been an upsurge in 
popularity o f such self-defence arts as judo and 
karate - a reflection that, for many women the ulti 
mate weapon of  domination lies in the clenched fist. 
However, the covert forces o f violence also assume 
importance because the subtle use o f power to 
exert will and domination is more difficult to detect, 
and when this power is a legitimate part o f the 
normative structure o f our society is not easily 
questioned. It is by no means hysterical to demand 
that the status quo must be questioned. The entire 
social system violates woman’s right to be a person. 
The dominant male society perpetuates myths 
designed to keep women oppressed. The media 
manipulates woman as consumer and violates wom
an as person. Reflect the cruelty o f the ridicule o f 
the oppressed: In a recent radio show a woman won 
a voucher for $100 worth o f clothes. Announcer 
has the woman on the phone; she is speechless at 
her good fortune” . He comments, “ I t ’s not that 
good is it? ”
as a consumer, woman is exploited and alienated 
in a technological society. Men at least have a rudi
mentary knowledge o f technological products 
around them. They can repair cars, have a working 
understanding o f electrical appliancesj for men 
occupy jobs that put them in touch with the 
assembly line and managerial work o f the new tech
nology. The media (dominated by men) manipulates 
women by sustaining a perpetual state o f contra
diction, dilemma, and uncertainty. It creates a 
reality o f what a woman is - she is slim, attractive, 
well-doomed etc. Oh, the agony o f the adolescent 
who deviates. The process is cruel, the action 
violent!
Marriage manipulates woman as slave, and violates 
her right to personhood.

Academia, and especially the discipline o f psych
ology, has been violently instrumental in keeping 
women suppressed through myths concerning the 
nature o f women” .

“ Woman is nuturante . . Anatomy decrees the life 
of woman. . . when women grow up without 
subversion by feminist doctrine, and therefore 
enter upon motherhood with a sense o f fulfillment 
and altruistic sentiment, we shall attain the goal 
o f a good life and a secure world in which to live” .
(2) and by the influencial neo-freudian Bettleheim, 
We must start with the realisation that, as much 

as women want to be good scientists or engineers, 
they want first and foremost to be womanly com
panions o f men and to be mothers” . (3 ) Present 
psychology at best is less than worthless in contri
buting to a belief system that would liberate men 
as well as women, at worst it is violent in its 
attitude to women.
Myths about the “ Catty”  nature, and the petty 
jealous characteristic o f women are authored by 
men, and become a fact when men determine 
the conditions o f suburban boredom. Beware! 
“ They (the conquerors, men) are always watching 
invisibly electroded in our brains / to be certain 
we implode our rage against each other / and 
not to explode it against them”  (4)
At the base o f all violence to women is power.
The powerlessness o f women manifests itself in 
many ways, but nowhere does it have more con
sequences than within the family. This powerless
ness is caused by physical, economic, and social 
forces and often in ways not generally recognised, 
e.g. research shows that the closer the children are 
born together, the less power the wife has within 
the marriage relationship.
So easily could one point to many fundamental 
forces o f violence in society acting against women. 
Mention o f one, symbolic o f all other, is 
imperative - the denial o f a woman to control her 
own body. In this lies the whole struggle. It is as 
well to remember that the phrase “ to control one’s 
own body”  is symbolic and “ means control over 
all areas o f our lives, since all the conditions of 
servitude proceed from the false physical 
premise”  (1 ) Sexual freedom is one aspect o f 
control over one’s body, but not the only 
consideration. Therefore, beware the violent 
oppressor, beware the violence o f love, o f 
fashion, o f marriage, be aware o f violence to 
women as people!
Blaming the oppressed for their own oppression 
is not a new technique!

Julie Thompson

(1) Robin Morgan, “ Sisterhood is Powerful” .
Vintage Books Edition, 1970.

(2) Joseph Rheingold “ The Fear o f being a Woman”
(N .Y . Grurae and Stratton 1964, p.714)

(3) Bruno Bettleheim “ The Commitment required o f a
woman entering a scientific Profession in Present 
Day American Society”  Women and the Scientific 
Professions M.I.T. Symposium on American 
Women in Science and Engineering 1965.

(4) Robin Morgan “ Letter to a Sister Underground”  in
“ Monster: poems”  Vintage Books Edition 1972.
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letters
Dear Broadsheet,

What a load o f crap about bra-lessness in 
your Editorial in the May issue.

Firstly, because women have never been forced to wear 
bras, i f  you want to retain aesthetically pleasing breasts you 
need to support them especially during pregnancy. The 
breasts are not muscles that you can tone up if they start 
to sag, once the elastic tissue stretches thatfe it. You end up 
like a New Guinea tribeswoman. While some men may not 
worry about this I think the majority o f husbands/boyfrie* 
nds prefer to look at a pleasant firm bust.

Secondly, you are generalizing when quoting Oliver 
Reed re his possessiveness. In fact doesn’ t every woman 
want her man to feel a little possessive and jealous o f her - 
let's be honest. I don’t mind my “ bird”  going bra-less if  she 
finds it comfortable.

Why is it that the majority o f women who discard their 
bras wear satin thin T.shirts or garments that emphasize 
their breasts and nipples. They want to be noticed that’s 
why. You women are basically exhibitionists, you know. 
You want to be noticed and admired.

Keep up the good work.

In Peace,
Mike O’Connor

Dear Broadsheet,

I had vowed not to write you all anymore because it 
might seem like preaching and probably would be unfair, 
especially if  I happened to have a bone to pick. Nonethe
less, in an issue devoted to education it seems to me unfort
unate, at the very least, that so little space was devoted to 
the ideas o f Ivan Illich, and that what little space there was, 
totally missed the points Illich has made. Shona Abernethy 
could have done a lot better, firstly, by spelling Cidoc 
properly, secondly, by reading Deschooling Society or if 
she has done, doing so properly and lastly, and finally, not 
distorting Illich’s ideas out o f shape.

DeSchooling Society is perhaps the most important 
book written about education in modern times, that is, 
since public education became a fact in the Western world 
and a simulated one in “ developing”  nations. Illich has, I 
think, made the profoundest analysis o f school and the 
social bases that promote it, and offered the best alternatives 
to school I have ever read, or heard about. While Shona 
Abernethy may have got a glimmer o f what he is talking 
about it is obvious that she has missed much o f Illich’s basic 
argument: “ the total life experience (home, play, work) is 
relevant but often this detracts from learning ability.”
Illich would probably laugh himself silly if  he read this 
sentence. “ The problem is a vast one and seems to suggest 
by its enormity that widespread social revolution is an 
essential prerequisite.”  On the contrary, Illich explicitly 
states that widespread social revolution is impossible 
unless something is done about school.

/
functional, economically feasible socially, liberating and 
humanist in its implications. You owe it to yourselves, not 
to me, to investigate what this man is all about. Spend 
some money, buy Deschooling Society (Penguin paper) and 
see if  you agree.

Your friend,
Stephen McCloy

Dear Broadsheet,

Like Sandra Coney (May issue), I attended the Educa
tional Development Conference and hoped almost in 
vain to find sympathisers with the Women’s Cause. 
(Helen Smith, Values Party City Councillor, did give 
me valuable support). My seminar was at Porirua and 
my choice o f subject pre-school education. I tried to 
advocate free educational day care for all children o f 
working mothers but met an almost solid wall o f 
insistence on “ parent”  participation in voluntary 
measures. It was plain that those present felt all 
should have pre-school education, but adults should 
be educated to their children’s needs and would then 
run centres staffed and supported by voluntary help. 
Whose voluntary help? Women’s o f course, and 
almost everything that was said assumed there would 
be a woman at home in each family, free to do it all.
I became unpopular for pointing out that every time 
they said “ parent”  they really meant “ mother” , as 
what they said could not possibly apply to fathers, 
or, i f  it came to that, working mothers.

There was great stress on pre-school education being 
an extension o f “ the family”  and a sex-role divided 
family Was clearly what was envisaged. I did manage 
to get some agreement that employers should be 
flexible enough to allow fathers and working mothers 
time o ff  to help in play centres, but all-day educational 
care was frowned on.

Our report was understandably wishy-washy and I 
hope it does not influence Government action. In the 
final combined session o f the seminar, however, I 
managed to get out an impassioned plea for the 
children o f working mothers and it came out in the 
media as if  the first priority o f that seminar was 
early childhood education. The lesson is to save one’s 
efforts for the press where possible. But where 
were my fellow working mothers? The Government 
wanted to hear from the people, but how could it 
hear from people who were prob :bly hanging out a 
whole week’s family washing at the time? The few 
have still to fight for the many.

Karen Butterworth 

WellingtonI am not trying to nitpick here. O f all the “ alternatives”  
to education I can think o f Illich’s is the only one that is
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Dear Sisters,

I would like to write in support o f Sandra Coney 
(Broadsheet 15). I, too, believe that single-sex 
schools provide an atmosphere that allows women to 
more fully realise their potential.

*

While one cannot disagree with the comments o f 
Miriam Jackson on the position o f single sex schools 
as per city and country, lower class and middle class,
I would contend that Ms. Jackson has not really re
futed Sandra’s comments. I believe that single-sex 
schools allow girls to work in areas that in a co-ed 
school are generally reserved for boys. In a co
educational school, even intelligent girls may be 
channelled into the more acceptable subjects o f 
languages and arts rather than sciences. Our Secon
dary Schools still remain bastions o f the male domina
ted culture; most o f the positions o f control in our 
schools are held by males. We cannot, therefore, 
expect them to provide non-sexist education.

In single-sex schools we often find women in positions 
o f control and so able to show young girls that it is 
possible for women to achieve career success in our 
society. In single-sex schools, girls are expected to do 
science courses and it has often been these schools 
which have pioneered commercial courses that include 
economics andbookkeeping again traditionally male 
areas.

I do not feel that single-sex schools are desirable 
socially, but I do feel that they provide some answers 
to the sexual discrimination that operates in New 
Zealand.

Sarah Calvert 

Hamilton

One o f our readers wrote to Colgate-Palmolive objecting 
to their ad which shows a young girl who has just been 
greatly upset by her boyfriend telling her she has bad 
breath being consoled by her female friend who says 
“ Never mind, my boyfriend once told me my breath , 
would stop a herd o f elephants, but I changed to 
Colgates” .

Our reader wrote:

I'm  sure any self-respecting girl's reaction to a remark 
like that would be complete outrage and an instant 
change o f boyfriend - not a rush to the nearest shop for 
a tube o f toothpaste.

I  consider your advert to be the ultimate in bad 
taste, completely unrealistic and an insult to women in 
particular and the public in general.

Iam  surprised at the N.Z.B.C. allowing such an advert 
on their screen and while you continue advertising 
your products in such an offensive manner, I  for one, 
shall not be interested in buying them.

Colgate-Palmolive replied:

You mention that you find the reference to bad 
breath particularly offensive, completely unrealistic
and an insult to women.Nevertheless, bad breath is a

♦

realistic problem to many people, both men and 
women.

I  certainly cannot agree with your statement that the 
commercial is an insult to women in particular. The 
commercial has, it seems, insulted you, but this is the 
first complaint o f this nature we have had concerning 
the commercial. I  am also somewhat surprised that 
you expect every single Television commercial to be 
completely realistic.

As to whether the commercial is the ultimate in bad 
taste, that is o f course, a matter o f opinion. We do, 
however, thoroughly pre-test our commercials with 
consumers before they go to air and I  can assure you 
that any commercials that consumers (almost entirely 
women, by the way), find offensive or insulting or 
are generally received negatively, are promptly rejected.

We do appreciate feedback o f thoughts from the market
place and we do take note o f such opinions and thank 
you for taking the time and interest to write.

Dear Broadsheet,
A  gentleman from the Philippines informed me that 
if  a married Filippino woman wishes to take out 
a contract -  any contract at all -- she must have her 
husbands signature on that contract. I would like very 
much to know whether it is the same in New Zea
land.
Once upon a time, I worked for a cleaning company, 
and my boss went out to hire a special type o f 
vacuum cleaner. She was asked for her husbands 
signature on the application form. A  small woman 
with a strong German accent, she jumped up ana 
down, pointing out that she, not her husband, held 
the cleaning contract, (her husband was a taxi dri
ver),that her business would be ruined if her husb
and decided to get nasty, etc.,etc. The typists in 
the adjacent office laughed at her, so she went out 
and proclaimed that they should be ashamed to 
call themselves women for working in a firm which 
denied the basic rights to women and supported 
the belief that women must have a man to help them 
along etc. O f course, she was made an “ exception” , 
and allowed to have her vaccuum cleaner without 
her husband’s signature.
But this woman was more forceful than most. For 
example, she fired the male polishers and toilet cleaners 
because they wanted to work two hours and get paid 
(more than the females) for three; she hired females 
to do the jobs formerly done by the men; and she 
gave everyone award wages for a male cleaner. There 
were no more complaints from the occupants o f the 
building after the change-over to female staff, but 
this is by the by.

It appears that New Zealand women do suffer under 
this abominable form o f discrimination, but I may 
be wrong. Perhaps the example I have cited is an 
isolated case. I would be most grateful i f  you could 
inform me o f how we stand on this matter heie in 
Godzone.

Pam Dormer.

&



ESTABLISHING 
A  DAY (JAKE CENTRE

Last month in Behind the News, 
Elizabeth Dowling looked critically 
at Mr King’s policy on Day Care 
Centres. This month she looks at an 
attempt to establish a centre in 
Freeman’s Bay, which shows how 
Mr King’s policy works in practise.

The Auckland City Council is 
attempting to establish a Day Care 
Centre under the Government’s new 
Day'Care policy.

The Centre will be set up in the new 
Freeman’s Bay Community Centre, 
which is due for completion in one to 
two year’s time. It will be a trial effort, 
which i f  successful, will lead to the 
setting up o f other A.C.C. day care 
centres. It has been designed to cater 
for thirty children; twenty over iwo 
years and ten under two years. There 
will be two permanent staff for each 
age group, a cook, plus temporary 
staff. The council has budgetted 
$28,000 p.a. for salaries and running 
costs, and is hoping to pay the top two 
people about $6,000 p.a. This will 
probably rule out any male staff as 
these are not very high salaries, and it 
was clear, on talking to Mr Peter 
Harwood (the Council’s Community 
Adviser) that the possibility o f male 
staff hadn’t been considered. However 
he had no objections to male staff 
being employed.

The centre is expected to run at a 
loss and it is likely to need a Council 
subsidy even with the Government

subsidy o f $4.50 per child plus the 
parents’ fee o f $12.50 per child. 
Already complications have arisen 
concerning the Government policy. 
'JVhen the Government scheme was 
announced, it only mentioned volun
tary organizations and didn’t include 
local bodies. Fortunately for 
Auckland, this has already been 
resolved by the Wellington City 
Council which took the issue to 
Cabinet with the result that councils 
are now eligible for the subsidy 
scheme. However, this hasn’t meant 
any greater ease in gaining the subsidy 
and the Auckland City Council is 
already having to go through the 
usual departmental pin pricking over 
the building plans etc. As Mr Harwood 
cynically commented, the Government 
hasn’t a clue what is going on in the 
suburbs and what is happening to 
ordinary people. And, it is quite 

_ possible that with government delays 
the day care centre won’t be in use 
for three to four years - two years 
after the shops and other community 
facilities are built.

The building problems, plus the prob
lems inherent in the policy o f only 
‘needy’ children being eligible for the 
subsidy, make the Council’s task an 
unenviable one.

i f  you are interested in promoting 
government sponsored day care 
centres throughout suburban areas, 
then you can help by writing to Mr 
King (Minister o f Social Welfare) and
(a) protesting at the delays over the 
Freeman’s Bay scheme
(b) protesting at the low subsidy which

&

results in low staff salaries and high 
parents’ fees
(c) asking Mr King to delete the 
clause regarding ‘needy’ children.
We are concerned that the clause 
regarding ‘needy’ children discrimin
ates against the rights o f all children 
to pre-school care and will tend to 
reinforce society’s negative attitudes 
towards the cultural backgrounds o f 
Maoris and Pacific Islanders, towards 
low income groups and towards solo 
parents.

Elizabeth Dowling

THE POLICE HOLD 
“ DEFENCE FOR WOMEN”  

SEMINAR
When one o f the speakers at the 
“ Defence for Women”  Seminar 
put on by the Police as part o f 
Crime Prevention Week said that 
“ a good number o f most rapes 
were caused by the thoughtless 
and negative attitudes o f the 
women involved”  he was greeted 
with groans and cries o f “  Eluci
date, elucidate.”  Det. Sergt.
Owen J. Cherrett elucidated by 
giving us one example o f a 70  
year old woman who actually 
managed to avoid rape, but who 
had got into a car with four 
unknown youths. She talked 
the youths out o f the proposed 
rape by telling them she was 
old enough to be their grand
mother, so the youths contented 
themselves with beating her in
stead.



What possessed her to get into 
the car, he confessed, he really 
didn’t know. Surely she was 
questioned about this at the 
police station. And surely it’s 
time someone did a completely 
objective study o f rape in New 
Zealand, so that the circumstan
ces surrounding rape could be 
investigated, enabling researchers 
to ascertain how many kinds of 
rape there are and how attitudes 
to sexuality influence people 
who come into contact with 
rape cases.

The speaker went on to tell us 
about all kinds of other criminals 
we might encounter - prowlers, 
exhibitionists, telephone pests, 
clothesline thieves, etc. And there 
was a film on what to do if 
you were assaulted. The woman 
instructor in the film pointed 
out to her young female pupils 
that “  you won’t be fierce 
fighters, being women, but you 
can learn to defend yourself 
and by using your strength 
aggressively, you can escape 
from your attacker.”

There was an interesting talk 
on the Youth Aid Section from 
Sen. Sergeant Dorothy Parkes, 
whose whole aim in her job is 
truly preventative in that she is 
endeavouring to help young 
children before they get to 
court. In fact she is trying to 
keep them out o f court, as go
ing to court, she says, is becoming 
some sort o f status symbol for 
children.

The seminar began with some 
unfortunate remarks about the 
weaker sex and how he, the 
speaker, had always wanted to 
get a roomful o f women toget
her, sitting down and quiet.
His audience laughed. He also 
said something about trying not 
to laugh at the array of hats in 
the room. Laughter again. He 
wound up with a crack about 
lady drivers and by this time had 
the audience so far into the 
palm o f his hand, he even paused 
professionally for the expected 
laughter -- he was not disappoin
ted. I squirmed with shame for 
these women laughing at them
selves, in the time-honoured 
manner, to earn the approbation 
o f a man.

There’s nothing wrong with a 
person being able to laugh at 
herself, but when a whole crowd

of women are persuaded, are 
delighted, to laugh at Women, 
it’s saddening and maddening.
It reminds me of the womaif on 
the bus one day who was chatting 
with the bus driver (male) about 
the bad driver in front. He was 
cursing the driver in front and 
the woman chimed in gratuitously, 
“ Oh I bet it’s a woman.”  What 
price sisterhood now?

SUE WILLS  

G A Y  FEMINIST  
VISITS NEW ZEALAN D

Sue Wills is active in the Women’s and 
Gay Movements in Sydney. She is 
currently a member of W.E.L.(the 
Women’s Election Lobby) and is a 
member of the collective which pro
duces ‘Refractory Girl’ - a major 
feminist magazine. Last year she was 
president of CAMP, a movement for 
Gay rights.
Sue came to New Zealand to speak 
in the main centres during Gay Pride 
week. She has done considerable re
search jnto the psychiatric treatment 
of homosexuals in Australia, and is 
presently involved in a W.E.L. Fem
inist theory group.
The following is taken from a long dis
cussion that we had with Sue, in which 
we talked about some o f the things aff
ecting women and gays in Australia.

She comments on the psychiatric 
treatment of Gays: “  The medical 
profession oppresses us through its 
publications, its association and pri
vate practice. By maintaining homo
sexuality a sickness, they perpetuate 
unproven opinions, such as, that it is 
a sign of immaturity, arrested develop
ment or a symptom of some deep*rooted 
psychiatric disorder. One woman doctor 
was even heard to say that women be
came lesbians after receiving head injur
ies, suffering from metabolic disorders, 
or from being over 5’10”  in height.
Many young people have been told 
that their homosexuality is just a phase 
they are going through and that marr
iage will cure them. This sadly mistaken 
advice has resulted in many broken 
marriages as people find they cannot 
leave their homosexual self behind. It 
is often easier to push a woman into 
seeking heterosexual relationships - 
after all, all she has to do is lie back 
and take it; and the female role is such 
that if the woman is lesbian, it is seen 
as seeking a substitute because she is 
unable to get married, or , conversely, 
if she doesn’t marry then she may be 
called a lesbian. Another view is that 
of a Christchurch woman who stated 
during a radio talkback show that all 
women homosexuals are ugly and

therefore unable to get married.
Medical attitudes have thus permeated 
society so that lesbians are generally 
considered to be aggressive,loud, 
tjiasculinized, unattractive etc. Male 
homosexuals are endowed with similar 
stereotypes.

So doctors in many countries 
are trying to treat people who are ‘suffer
ing’ from homosexuality.

In Australia, doctors are using 
several experimental techniques on homo
sexuals -- aversion therapy,psychosurgery 
and chemical castration. We were lucky 
to get the name o f one major aversion 
therapist - Dr. Neil McConaghy, Assoc
iate Professor in Psychiatry at the Univ
ersity o f N.S.W.

I interviewed Dr. McCon- 
aghy, persuading him that it was bettpr 
to meet us than to hide away, which he 
did, possibly because of the recent pub
lic reaction to Clockwork Orange.

By his own figures,McCon- 
aghy's success rate is abysmal and ne 
admits that a main reason for contin
uing is for research - for further findings 
into how the brain works. In other words, 
he is using homosexuals as human guinea 
pigs. He has tried several different methods 
of conditioning using both electric shocks 
and nausea producing drugs. A lot of 
psychiatrists have told us that they dis
own him, but with twenty years of aca
demic background at stake,he’s not 
likely to give up.

However, one result o f 
the interview is that he will now ask 
people if they really want to be cured 
or whether they should go and join Gay 
Liberation. So now we have people coming 
to us - some before, some after treatment. 
One girl who came after treatment went 
to McConaghy because she’d decided 
that she didn’t want to be a lesbian after 
the bad break-up of a love affair. What 
McConaghy did was to ask her to bring 
for therapy reasons, pictures o f her ex
girlfriend. These, coupled with shocks 
of between 30 and 140 volts were given 
through the fingertips, and were succes
sful in helping her get over her love aff
air but they didn’t stop her being a les
bian.

borne people have become 
asexual after aversion therapy; others 
have varying side*effects: one man was 
left with a shaking hand and twitching 
arm, and another had a subsequent 
nervous breakdown. He said o f the av
ersion therapy: “ Going through that 
was an incredible nightmare, I just 
didn’t think I could face anyone after 
that. I don’t think I’ll ever get over it 
really. I think about it, not a lot, just 
now and then; it’s like a nightmare, 
like a Fellini movie or something. I ’d 
never go through it again. McConaghy 
didn’t seem to care.”
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Patients or their relatives do give per
mission, but it is easy to persuade peopl 
in psychiatric hospitals that they will 
be cured immediately and discharged. 
The long-term effects are unknown and 
these doctors are tampering with brain 
processes which they do not understand 
despite their considerably refined oper
ating techniques.
The other new treatment is chemical 
castration. The Federal Minister of 
Health gave permission to a West 
German company to import a new 
drug Androcur (trade name o f cyp- 

i roterone acetate). Research exper
iments have not been completed on 
this drug, but it is being used on 
prisoners in Melbourne’s Partridge 
Jail. The affect is to destroy the 
sex drive, but again, longeterm ef
fects are not known; for instance, 
it is not yet known whether the 
action o f the drug is reversible, and 
although ten side effects had been 
listed by 1973, there may be many 
more.

While in Wellington, a 
woman told me she’d heard rumours 
that it may be being used here in 
N.Z. prisons. In Australia, we are 
fortunate to have close contact 
with a number o f lesbian psychiatric 
nurses, and these people keep us in
formed about what is happening in 
prisons and hospitals.

As far as we know, 
chemical castration is only used on 
men; psychosurgery is used on both 
men and women as is aversion therapy. 
It is one o f McConaghy’s complaints 
that more men than women ‘volunteer’ 
for this particular treatment.

Recently a syllabus for school sex 
education was prepared for N.S.W. 
schools. Both the Women’s and Gay 
Liberation Movements were concerned 
over the content o f this syllabus and 
wished to ensure that stereotyped 
views of women and homosexuals 
weren’t perpetuated by it. Sue com
ments:

“  Women’s Liberation 
was able to send a small submission 
on sex discrimination,but when we 
wrote to the Director o f Education, 
asking for permission to submit Gay 
Liberation views, we received a letter 
back which virtually said ‘ don’t 
bother’. However, groups like the 
Family Action Group - the political 
wing o f the Festival o f Light - were 
able to send massive submissions. This 
is a right wing traditionalist organiza
tion which has links with such groups 
as the Right to Life Association. '

The result is that the pro
posed scheme places its emphasis on 
the traditional male dominated family. 
The pronouns she and her are men
tioned once, although they say they

papers and by talking to groups. We’ re 
now at the stage where we get invited 
to talk, again through some personal 
connections and others through official 
channels. For instance, the Federal Gov
ernment gave money to the N.S.W. State 
Health department. They used it to train 
community health teams which consist 
of nurses, social workers,psychologists 
and psychiatrists, who work through 
community service agents. In training 
these people, they contacted various 
groups, including women’s liberation 
and gay groups and asked them to talk. 
In this way we can let people know just 
what we want to do and do not want in 
terms o f assistance. ”

S ue W ills
are not putting across the male view
point. In fact, they are. 
borne o f the topics covered are:
Roles in the Family,Biological 
Development, which includes men
struation, abortion, V.D., contraception, 
and family planning; Personal Develop
ment which includes appreciation o f the 
differences between the different needs 
of boys and girls, problems o f adolesc
ence and puberty, promiscuity, masturb
ation and homosexuality.There is a huge 
section on family life covering such 
things as the family in society, the 
social issues related to sex and the 
social consequences o f homosexuality.
In this section no guidelines are laid 
down as to bias, etc.

The Family Life Group 
say that parents have the right to direct 
their child into the family system be
cause ‘everyone wants to belong to a 
family - it is the right way to live.’

A  teacher and I were in
terviewed on television over this sylla
bus, and she said in comment that 
‘after twenty years o f teaching, I have 
often found that children need protect
ing, not from homosexuals, but often 
from their parents.’

It’s really good when chil
dren can meet homosexuals and see that 
they are real people. The first time I 
spoke at a school as a lesbian was in 19- 
72. The kids had to get written permission 
from their parents; some forged signatures 
so that they could come. The response 
that we got back was that they really 
appreciated seeing someone who wasn’t 
skulking around, ashamed o f herself.
The funny thing was, it was the head
mistress who got very concerned and 
she said to another teacher: ‘Did you see 
the way she looked me up and down?’ 
Since then, we’ve spoken at a lot o f 
schools, generally getting in through 
the ‘back door’ , through personal con
tacts asking us to speak to their students.

We also try and reach the 
people through the underground news-

From here we went on to a general 
discussion o f women, gays and violence 
from which I took these comments 
from Sue:

“ There’s a very strong link 
between the gay groups and women’s 
groups,but this is because o f the gay 
women who form their own groups and 
also work through women’s liberation — 
groups. Gay Liberation in Sydney is now 
almost totally male as is Camp.There 
are a lot o f lesbians in the women’s move
ment ; and they are just as involved in 
childcare and abortion as their hetero
sexual sisters. They are not in the major
ity, but many are very active. I belong to 
W.E.L., which is equivalent to N.O.W. in 
America. It tends to be the group that 
attracts the married women and is working 
hard on the issues o f childcare and abor
tion.

In support of its lesbian sisters 
W.E.L,has also come out very strongly 
for scrubbing anti-homosexual laws in 
Australia.

You may have heard o f a new 
group begun in Sydney,called the 
Feminist Action Group, whose object
ives are to stop violence against women. 
They put out a sheet describing their 
aims, but didn’t name themselves, for a 
good reason. Apparently, a woman rang 
the group,rather than go to the police, 
and told them of her rape and who had 
raped her. The group took the law into 
its own handsJound the racist and 
caused him ‘grievous bodily harm’,
A bus driver reports seeing a man trying 
to get on to his bus and being dragged 
o ff by four women. The women haven’t 
been caught.

In Sydney, a cop will be dem
oted if he’s divorced or having a private 
affair; but it’s all right for him to bundle 
an aboriginal or working class woman 
into the back of a cop car and rape her 
on the spot.

An interesting comment on 
violence and homosexuality was made 
by an Americ n, Phyllis Chesler, in a 
book called ‘ iVomen and Madness’. She 
suggested that the real reason why soci
ety is so hung up about male homosex-
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uality is that it is alright for a male to 
commit an aggressive act on a woman, 
but you don’t, do it to a member o f a 
ruling class; you do not commit an ag
gressive sexual act on another man. 
(Shades of Watergate!)

When I was in Wellington, I was 
told o f a guy who defends rapists. He 
believes that women basically want to be 
raped, so, if they lie still, they’re submit
ting and if they move, they’re enjoying 
it; He alternates these arguments,depen
ding on who he’s defending.

Sexual violence against women 
and gays (poofter bashing) is scarcely 
ever reported. It is a facet o f our society 
that we must work together to change.”

Elizabeth Dowling

G A Y  PRIDE WEEK  

REPORT

This year’s Gay Pride Week (23 June - 
30 June) was the second held in New 
Zealand and was a nationwide event. 
Held to commemorate the Stonewall 
Inn riot of 1969, it was an expression 
not only o f the anger o f gays at their 
oppression, but also a public display 
of solidarity with which closet gays 
could identify and “ come out” .

The week began with general discuss-. 
ions amongst gays on workshop 
topics and their findings. It was dis
appointing to note that amongst the 
women no new faces were to be seen

Photo: Liz Begg, City News

despite good publicity in the press, 
posters, leaflets, TV and radio coverage. 
Two documentary films were shown; 
made in 1967 these films showed us 
just how far we had come since that 
time.

One depressing note was that it was 
at that meeting that it was announced 
that the Government Caucus had 
refused permission for the introduct
ion of a Private Member’s Bill for 
homosexual law reform. A sad blow to 
our brothers in view of Labour’s 
election promises. The ripple o f anger 
which moved around the room, at this 
denial o f basic human rights is a 
portent o f the tidal wave o f rage which 
must inevitably come.

At the end o f the meeting a motion 
against the Caucus decision was passed 
unanimously. David Russell commented 
chat in contrast to last September’s 
meeting, no one had spoken against 
homosexuals which we took to be a 
good sign.

In conclusion, Gay Pride Week was not 
an unqualified success but I detected 
a change o f feeling from last year.
We were stronger in ourselves this 
year, a little more militant. The 
emphasis is moving from public

displays such as marches, which the 
press tend to ignore, to a paper war
putting ourselves in front o f people 
instead o f standing there waiting for 
them to look.

Gay Liberation is mellowing and 
becoming stronger and with our 
strength we can call out to our closet 
sisters and brothers to join us - and 
they will.

Val Cole

WOMEN  

PROTEST AT  

UNIO N  STRIKES

The point at issue then became a vital 
one: in our society we believe everybody 
has the right to choose not to work. If 
this is not so, we live in a tyrannical 
labour camp, not a democracy. On 
the other hand, our society also believes 
in adhering to the laws carefully 
devised to govern this country in the 
fairest manner for all people.

The women who met in Myers Park 
seemed to be thoroughly conversant 
with both sides o f the question. But 
the feeling o f the group was that the

Monday evening’s forum by gays for 
gays and Tuesday evening’s Lesbian 
forum produced some lively discussion 
and were very successful. Wednesday 
was an evening of Gay Culture and 
Art held against a backdrop of the 
gallery’s paintings The extent of 
homosexuality in the arts has never 
been fully realised by the general public 
but this evening o f readings and slides 
gave some insight into a range of artists 
from Sappho to Warhol.

Other forums were held on Thursday 
and Saturday, and Friday saw the 
march down Queen St o f about 300 
gays under the demands Repeal all 
anti-homosexual laws and Ban dis
crimination against gays. A  rally was 
then held at the C.P.O. The culmin
ation of the week was a public meeting 
at the Town Hall with prominent 
speakers such as Sue Wills o f CAMP Inc, 
Australia, Felix Donnelly, Elizabeth 
Rowley, and Nigel Baumber for Gay 
Liberation. Questions and discussion 
followed.

It was at this meeting that Nigel took 
the microphone and re-affirmed Gay 
Liberation’s intention to continue 
fighting and to vocalise the gay pride 
we all felt. Judging by the stamping 
and clapping it was solid, strong and 
proud.

To be the “ watchdogs of our country”  
is a phrase more likely to be heard in 
a political party speech than in a speech 
by a housewife. But this and other 
similarly strong words were heard in a 
lunchtime rally recently held in Myers 
Park by a number o f Auckland women, 
many o f whom were wives of unionists.

Exasperated by the latest series o f union 
strikes which cause up to two week food 
shortages, the group met in the park 
under the leadership of Iris Engel to 
decide on a course o f action that would 
bring an end to the situation. Ms Engel 
was cheered when she announced 
“ We are fed up with the unions 
dominating our lives.”

Most people will be familiar with the 
series o f actions which culminated in 
a general withdrawal of worker labour 
and a morning march of over 10,000 
members o f the Drivers’ Union and 
other unions, down Grey’s Avenue, 
Queen Street and up to the Supreme 
Court. In brief, the Dromgoole ferry 
dispute led the unions to refuse to 
deliver fuel to Dromgoole in spite o f 
a court order that this be done.
Because the unions were then in 
contempt of court, an injunction was 
issued which culminated in the arrest 
of Bill Andersen, leader o f the Drivers’ 
Union.



whole union action scene had gotten 
“ completely out o f hand” .

“ Unions today are not what we wanted 
them to be when we worked so hard 
to institute them during the dreadful 
Depression years,”  said Ms Mavis Slade. 
“ The unionist attitudes go back 30 
yeai£ - and it is obviously time for a 
change, a modernising o f these attitudes 
if we are to achieve labour advance» 
without disrupting the country.”

Ms G. Kay made the point clearer:
“ I f  unions in this country want to put 
themselves above the power o f the 
Supreme Court, then they are calling 
for anarchy. We must work within the 
framework o f our laws to get the 
changes we want.”

Spokeswoman Iris Engel said “ I believe 
in the union movement and always have. 
I am not calling for the dissolution of 
the unions. What I do want is an end 
to the domination by the unions of 
the whole population - to the point that 
we cannot buy bread, milk, sugar and 
so many other staples in our shops, and 
our kiddies have to walk long distances 
to school at the whim of the unions.”

IYade Unionist and vice-president of 
N.O.W., Connie Purdue addressed the 
group and said she’d like to make three 
points:

1. The women o f New Zealand seem 
to support the Government’s lawful 
procedures and feel the population 
should follow these using democratic 
representation.

2. One in three New Zealand women 
are at work and belong to unions, but 
are not active. More women must 
become active at the union meeting 
level.

3. Women must be encouraged to stand 
for executive positions and make their 
voices heard.

Ms Purdue then proposed a resolution 
be sent out that read:
“whereas this meeting of Auckland women 
supports the Government in its call for 
lawful procedures to be taken in this 
case o f industrial disturbance, be it 
resolved that this meeting urges the 
Federation o f Labour to stress to its 
affiliates that the community can only 
benefit from changes of law being brought 
about by the use o f the usual means of 
democratic and united representation.'

The meeting approved the resolution.

There was a sprinkling o f men amongst 
the group, most o f whom supported the 
women’s point of view. One man donate

Iris  Engel
$30.00 to the group, to be used in 
renting a hall for a mass meeting to be 
held later in the week. In a very few 
minutes well over $100 had been raised.
I asked the man why he wanted to help 
us. “ I’m not helping just you - 1 am 
interested in making sure this country 
is not over-run by militant unions. Do 
you want us to end up like America? 
What I ’m doing is in the cause o f helping 
MY country - New Zealand. And that 
belongs to all o f us, not individuals or a 
few groups.”  He preferred not to give 
his name, because “ names aren’t impor
tant - only actions.”

There were some dissenting points o f 
view. Auckland Star Reporter Philip 
Bruce felt that the women were over
simplifying the issue. He said that many 
other factors affected the dispute, and 
that these should be considered. “ World 
inflation, changes in industry, the fuel 
crises and the pigheadedness of 
Mr Dromgoole all should be considered,’ 
Mr Bruce felt..

But in the main the mood o f the meeting 
agreed on the course o f action to be 
taken. Through their own efforts, the 
time had come for the women of 
New Zealand to become more active 
in the governing o f industrial affairs and 
their points o f view must become an 
important consideration in the contem
porary movement of industry.
Sandi Hall

for the repeal o f abortion laws, arrived in 
New Zealand for a two week speaking 
and action campaign. She spoke in 
Auckland on July 13.i
In New Zealand, we have yet to win the 
right to choose what each and every 
woman may do with her body.
As Jessica Starr points out, if women do 
not have the right to choose what to do 
with their reproductive responsibilities, 
the entire women’s liberation movement 
is in danger o f becoming a sick joke. For 
what is the good of equal pay and equal 
opportunity when a woman is not able to 
guide her own destiny as far as her own 
body is concerned? And always, it is 
the underpriveleged women who suffer: 
rich women have always been able to 
terminate their pregnancies if they wished. 
Coupled with a legal denial o f available 
birth control, as in the case o f the under 
16 year olds in NZ, women in this cate
gory have little or no chance o f becoming 
equal to men.
Abortion has not always been a ‘deplor-« 
able’action.Previous to the late 17 and early 
18 hundreds, it was a common way of 
restricting families to an economically 
viable level. Napoleon’s famous code, 
which was formulated to ensure a contin
uing stream o f cannon fodder for his war, 
advised men to impregnate their wives as 
often as possible, and to keep them 
isolated from other women

Jessica Star
Jessica Star, founder member of 
WON A AC - Women’s National Abortion 
Action Coa».tion in the United States, 
and an active international campaigner

In the mid 1850’s, a German biologist 
managed to pinpoint the time at which a 
sperm fertilised the ovum. ‘Sperm traps’ 
(condoms) then became common, and in 
France, the birth rate dropped by 50%. 
Then Pope Pius IX issued his famour En
soul ment encyclic. All contraception and 
abortion was against the will o f God, 
because God had just informed him that 
male foetuses got their souls in the 40th 
day o f pregnancy, and females got theirs 
in the 80th day.
The challenge to male supremacy that 
the abortion issue presents is the reason 
that this one issue, o f all the issues in the 
women’s rights movement, arouses such 
vicious and fanatical opposition. If men 
got pregnant, as the saying goes in the 
States, abortion would be a sacrement.
But it is hard to convince the opposition 
that the right to choose is fundamental 
to each woman in deciding how to control 
her body.
Jessica ended her talk with a plea to the 
women’s groups in New Zealand to remain 
united on the abortion front. The opposition 
she said, would like nothing better thah 
to drive the wedge of dissent between the 
groups, and so undermine the entire 
strength o f the women’s liberation move
ment. Major organisations cannot afford 
to be backward or reticient in supporting 
their sister groups. A woman may chose 
not to have an abortion, but she must 
suungiy support her sister’s right to have one



May 22
The National Advisory Council for the Employment of 
Women in making submissions to the Parliamentary 
Select Committee on Women’s Rights were commended 
by Mr. E. Isbey, Parliamentary Undersecretary to the 
Minister o f Labour. He called the proposals “ possibly 
the most sane, rational and composed submissions”  to 
come before the committee. There were a total of 22 
main recommendations proposed, including:
— steps to raise the vocational aspirations of girls at 
all levels o f the education system,
— more effective employment o f women,
— establishment o f a Human Rights Commission to 
study cases o f discrimination and take action, and
— urgent attention to the need for child-care services.

23
The first Woman Manager o f the Ckeenwoods Comer 
Branch o f the Auckland Savings Bank was appointed 
today. Nita Thomson said, “ Until now, women felt 
that once they had done all their training they could not 
advance much further. I want to make a success o f this 
opportunity to prove that a woman can be a bank 
manager and in that way help others to get similar posts.” 
Ms. Thomson said that it was frustrating working for 
the bank for 20 years and seeing other people getting 
promotion when she had just as much experience and 
was being passed over because she was a woman.

24
The Employers’ Federation strongly urged today the 
abolition of restrictions on night work for women. In 
submissions to the Parliamentary Select Committee on 
Women’s Rights, the Federation said this would remove 
a major area of sex discrimination in employment and 
would eliminate an obstacle to improve productivity.
The restriction is contained in the Factories Act 1946 and 
should be substantially rewritten, the Federation said.

June 4
Prime Minister o f Israel, Golda Meir, resigns her seat in 
Parliament today and will retire to her daughter’s desert 
kibbutz. In her last official act as Prime Minister last 
week, Ms.. Meir reached a breakthrough agreement with 
Syria to end fighting on the Golan Heights. In January she 
worked out a similar accord with Egypt. Ms.. Meir has 
been in office for 63 months as Head o f Government.

5
The Outward Bound School at Anakiwa are now ex
tending their previously all male course to women. They 
are looking for nine girls from 18 to 22 to make up a con
tingent o f 14 who will have to hold their own with 50 
males.

26
450 women attended the first o f four women’s seminars 
being held in the Auckland War Memorial Museum as 
part o f Crime Prevention Week. See Behind the News p.6

23-30
Gay Pride Week held in Auckland and other parts of 
New Zealand. For a report on the week’s activities, 
see Behind the News p.9

July 2
Representatives o f feminist and women's organizations 
called on the Minister o f Finance, asking him to change the 
Superannuation Bill to rpovide for women at home caring 
for children or the elderly. Mr Rowling said he would 
carefully consider their views but would make no promises,

4
Women dissatisfied with continual strikes and the 
disruption o f services as a result, gathered in Myers 
Park, Auckland, to air their grievances. See Behind the 
News p.9
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Last month w e looked at the infant readers used in N e w  Zealand  
schools. In this issue Anne Else tells of efforts to overcom e sex
stereo typ ing  in A lbania.
In Albania it’s not just equal education for boys and 
girls which is new — practically the whole mass education 
system dates from Liberation in 1944. Before that there 
were a few primary and secondary schools for the rich 
and no higher education at all. Now eight year school
ing is universal and compulsory, there are many 
secondary schools, both general and vocational, and 
the country has its own University and other higher 
institutes, which have branches all over the country.

There is a particularly well-developed system of corres
pondence and part-time classes, so that people can 
continue their education while working. Many complete 
secondary school or obtain a degree this way.

One out o f every three people in the country is busy 
obtaining formal education in some way. Female 
pupils and students constitute 47% of those engaged in 
fulltime education and more than 33% of those study
ing part-time. 49.6% of teachers, lecturers etc. are 
women, though as yet they tend to be much more 
concentrated in the lower levels, the preschool and 
primary school.

Education is totally in “ mixed”  schools. Co-education 
is the rule and it is genuine, not the half-hearted version 
that many New Zealand schools practise. In schools 
where most of the staff are women, the head is also, 
generally, a woman — unlike New Zealand. The Vice 
Rector o f Tirana University (the second highest post) 
is a woman, as is the Dean of the language faculty.
(There are others with high positions of course, I just 
happen to know these two myself.) This reflects the 
tendency to have a woman in charge where many other 
women are involved — for instance the head o f the tex
tile plant, with mainly women under her (but not 
entirely!) was an ordinary worker who came up from 
the factory floor with the help o f the education system.

In education itself, a big campaign is waged to stress 
female equality. This takes several forms, but there are 
two main aspects — one concentrates on getting across 
the idea that girls are just as good as boys and can do

virtually everything the boys can, just as well; the other 
sets out to convince boys, mainly, though some girls 
and I suppose quite a lot o f mothers need convincing 
too, that housework and child care are just as much 
male tasks as female ones. Both these ideas are being 
really pushed. I’ve included illustrations from various 
books for children: some are school texts, others are 
children’s story books or magazines. Taken as a whole 
they are a marvellous contrast to the dreary stereotypes
which are the norm in New Zealand textbooks and of 
course our mass circulation magazines, comics etc. are 
even worse.

ALPHABET VERSE ABOUT BOY TAKING  
BABY SISTER TO SCHOOL.

At ten, both sexes begin to learn a bit of basic home 
science and both take part, side by side, in short spells 
of production work, where they use lathes, machinery 
etc. Older pupils may help to build their own new 
school; university students go together to the action 
sites. My husband went on one o f these actions, helping 
to build a railway through rugged mountain country; 
he said it was quite an experience to be working next to 
a slender eighteen year old girl who could shovel gravel 
faster than he could!
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No standard four girls making tea here — instead both 
sexes take an equal share in keeping their own classroom 
clean. One little story in my eight year old son’s com
prehension book is about a boy who says that cleaning 
isn’t boy’s work and is promptly answered by the girl: 
“ And why does it soil boys’ hands to clean their room?” 
Ardian is ashamed, does his work and at the end 
salutes the girl smartly, saying, “ Comrade cleaning 
monitor, I ’ve finished. See how the windows shine!”

MOTHER TELLING 
STORIES ABOUT HOW 
SHE WAS A PARTISAN 
AND FOUGHT IN THE

partizan e
Girls are shown on construction sites, in military 
training, in factories, as well as teaching, nursing or 
mothering. Fathers aren’t left out -  they'take the baby 
to nursery, iron their own trousers, wash the dishes. It 
seems to be working — talking to this generation o f stu
dents, we get the impression that the girls are just as 
devoted to their work as the boys, working is taken as 
the norm for women, married or not — though in fact 
they nearly all do marry and have children — and they 
have no intention o f taking on the care o f a household 
single-handed, they just assume that their husbands will 
do their share. Marriage and motherhood are seen as 
important and desirable, but they are not a substitute 
for work.

All this is the positive good being done — but almost 
equally important is the absence o f negative education, 
formal and otherwise. Young girlshere see that it is 
abnormal for an adult woman not to work, not to leave 
her children for a good part o f the day to others, either 
trained nursery staff or a retired grandmother. They do 
not have to cope with a flood of advertising designed to 
turn them into passive consumers, first for themselves, 
then for their homes and families. There are certainly 
still people who may try to talk them out o f taking up 
some unusual career, especially in the countryside, which 
lags behind the town in general and particularly where 
women are concerned, but if they appeal to the Party 
or the Women’s Organisation for backing, they will 
certainly get it.

One o f the greatest advantages is that there is no pulp 
literature filling girls’ heads with wildly unrealistic, roman
tic garbage about love and marriage, so that they become 
incapable of seeing what either really entails. Women 
are constantly encouraged to further their job skills, 
qualifications and general education. The fact that they 
can do this part-time means that even if they do leave 
school at fourteen because they want to work, their 
horizons are not closed o ff and they can continue to 
learn and develop. Certainly women still have on average 
lower qualifications than men, but there are plenty o f 
exceptions and the situation is improving all the time.
The discrepancies are not the fault of the state or the 
education system, but simply what are called “ the stains 
of the old society in the consciousness o f men”  — and 
women too, o f course. As far as educational equality 
goes, the Albanians are doing a pretty good job.

Luli sews himself. Luli has lost the button off his 
coat. He went to sew it on himself. Shgipja began 
to laugh when she saw him. “Don’t laugh, Shgipja! 
I learnt at school how to sew. Do you think only 
you know how? ” Shgipja didn’t laugh - Luli was 
right.

vetēLuli gep

Anne Else
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In beginning any article on the subject of domestic 
violence, it is perhaps necessary to define the terms 
of reference. For the course of this article, dom
estic violence is defined as an act of unprovoked 
violence by a man against ‘his’ woman, and an act 
of unprovoked violence of an adult to a child.

That is a clinically accurate, unemotive explanation; 
but what are we really talking about?
In  Britain, M rs G. g o t  a co u rt in ju n ction  against her 
husband a fter years o f  being subjected to  weekly 
bouts o f  dom estic violence. M r  G. broke the in jun
c tion , fo rced  his way in to  the m arital hom e solely  
to  give his w ife a beating. The p o lic e  said it  was 
n o t the ir jo b  to  en fo rce  in junctions, that it  was the 
jo b  o f  the tipstaffs. The tipstaffs arrest people, on ly  
in o f f ic e  hours, n o t  on  weekends, so it to ok  several 
weeks fo r  them  to  find  M r  G. and take h im  back to  
Court. H e was remanded fo r  eleven days fo r  psych
ia tric  reports. On his release, he broke in to  the 
m arital hom e at 3a.m., raped Mrs G. at k n ife  p o in t  
and h it her in such a way as to  rup tu re  her eardrum. 
This tim e M rs G. did n o t bo ther to  go  to  the po lice , 
having learned that they were to ta lly  uninterested  
and usually w ill n o t intervene in cases o f  d om 
estic v io lence even when it  is serious. She gathered  
her ch ildren togeth er and took  refuge w ith the
Christian W om en's A id  Society . The tipstaffs........
managed to  arrest M r  G. fo u r  weeks later. H e was 
given seven days im prisonm en t — n o t fo r  assulting 
his wife, but fo r  the apparently m ore serious 
o ffen ce  o f  f lo u tin g  the in junction . His w ife and 
child ren are s till h id ing fro m  him  w ith the help o f  
the Christian W om en's A id  Socie ty . i )

In  A m erica , 19 year o ld  M rs L. was taken to  the 
em ergency departm ent o f  the c ity 's  hospita l 
suffering  fro m  two cracked ribs, severe bruising o f  
the kidneys, lacerations to  her face, arms and 
chest. The p o lic e  questioned her, th ink ing she had 
been in a car accident. On discovering that she was 
a v ic tim  o f  d om estic  violence, they lost a ll interest 
in her con d ition  and took  no fu rth e r action  in the 
case. 2)

In  New  Zealand, M rs F., who was fo u r  m onths  
pregnant, received such a beating fro m  her husband 
that she m iscarried the child. When she was leaving 
the hospital, she asked friends to  find  her som e
where to go, as she c o u ld n 't  bear the though t o f  
being back in the m arita l hom e. The friends invited  
her to stay w ith them  u n til she was strong enough  
to  find  a p lace o f  her ow n and resume working.
When Mrs F 's  husband discovered where she was, 
he fo rced  his way in to  the hom e and beat up n o t  
on ly  his wife, but the o th e r woman as well, and 
said the beating w ould  ‘teach them  a lesson, teach 
them  n o t to  think they cou ld  o u tw it me'. The  
friend 's  husband, com in g  hom e to find  the tw o  
w om en in great pain, went look in g  fo r  M r  F. w ith 
m urder in his heart. M r F. forew arned o f  the o th e r  
man's in ten tion , managed to  receive p o lic e  p ro te c t 
ion  fo r  h im se lf u n til the chap had calm ed down. 3)

The three examples quoted above are not unusual 
in any way, and they do reflect one horrifying 
aspect of domestic violence: society doesn’t 
really condemn it. Incredible acts of bodily injury, 
when committed within the domestic area, are 
only lukewarmly tut-tutted by the law.

Why is this? It is easy to dismiss it as part of the 
battle of the sexes, but why do we assume that the 
sexes must battle? Perhaps, way back in the cave 
days, man and woman met for the first time, and 
man was able to conquer woman physically. But 
he was not ever really sure that he had conquered 
her mentally, and used to give her a sound beating 
just to keep her in line and remind her who was 
boss. Never having acknowledged that woman has 
equal intelligence, man has always had to resort to 
physical brutality to remain on his dubiously 
higher platform.

In the society which our ancestors evolved and we 
have changed little, we have ordered a course of 
action which dictates that a man must subjugate 
himself daily to another man every day of his 
working life, and should do the same in a different 
way on Sunday. Small wonder then, that the 
people at the base of this pecking order feel more 
sterility in their situations and thus a higher 
degree of incoherent frustration.

Our society has long believed that wife-and-child 
beating occurs mainly in the “Lower” classes.
And statistics bear out this point of view. Our 
logic here is curious: the lower classes, who must 
be stupid or they wouldn’t be lower classes, are 
less able to communicate with each other. We teach 
these lesser classes to revere the good god CASH, 
and encourage them to do the most menial and 
sould destroying jobs in order to be able to earn 
the worshipped coin. Paying homage to the god 
of mind/emotion is given one day only, although we 
have many offices that continually tell us it’s not 
how much you earn/have/display that counts but 
how happy (that elusive word) you are that 
matters. In a financial I ’m-better-than-you-are 
society, that surely is the ultimate Catch 22.

Battering of women and children is allied to 
assault and battery in the streets. They are only 
symptoms of a social disease which appears to be 
prevalent throughout all the various social-order 
systems present intoday’s world. The traditional 
marriage drama which gives a man the positive role 
in the partnership and allows him to regard his 
wife as a parasite whose activities he finds hard to 
respect, is exactly analogous to the social classes 
drama which gives one group of haves the positive 
role in a partnership with the have-nots, whose 
activities the haves find very difficult to respect, 
and yet continue to dictate their actions.

Many people seem to have solutions to offer to 
the battering of wives and children problem. The 
Salvation Army in New Zealand answers its 8 to 
10 calls a week by visiting the home, chiding the 
man and soothing the woman and saying many 
prayers for the abolition of alcohol, which they 
feel is the root cause of domestic violence.

The churches urge women to be respectful and do 
nothing to infuriate their husbands, for whomsoever 
the Lord has joined together, let no man put 
asunder. The police grudgingly respond to their 
15- 25 calls weekly of domestic violence, hampered 
by the knowledge that they are virtually powerless 
anyway and probably no one will lay a definite 
charge. Psychiatrists glibly talk about opening com-
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munication channels and creating a better under
standing of the phenomemon, all of which is lost 
on the victim nursing the latest set of bruises. And 
indeed, our own women’s liberation groups are not 
terribly helpful in these situations, urging as we do 
that women learn to defend themselves, and offering 
succour to the wounded, but as yet unable to do 
more than point out the need for social change to 
eradicate the problem.

The ultimate solution lies in two areas: a) educate 
our children as individuals, regardless of their sex. 
Teach them that no sex is superior to the other, only 
blessedly different; and b) change our attitude to 
commerce, so that all businesses are worker-owned 
which will make workers feel like useful individuals 
rather than mindless labour units. This can work, 
and we do have an example before us that has been 
there for centuries. The incidence of domestic vio
lence on farms is extremely low; here we have a

Everyday
Violence

man and woman who are mutually involved in a 
venture, are mutually productive and most 
important of all, are their own bosses.

Only when we achieve a society that does not 
require its members to act from a prepared script, 
and does not rationalize through psychiatry the 
terrible messes which result from this, and that 
doesn’t stop changes taking place in the education 
of our infants will we be able to get started on a 
sensible scheme of co-existence.

Sandi Hall

References:
1) The Observer
2) The New Yorker
3) Social Worker, Auckland

I have been married to a man for about fourteen years, both of assert his dominance over me to reduce me to a quivering, 
us having first completed our tertiary education and since been helpless wreck, 
involved in teaching.

My husband appears to be gentle, placid, intelligent, and kind - 
if at times a bit stubborn, who is known to be extremely good 
with the children he teaches. However, after we’d been marriedit is all my fault! 
for about a year, a pattern evidenced itself in times of stress, 
usually in the midst of huge rows. It seemed that during these 
infrequent ghastly scenes my verbal attack, which he could 
not cope with on the same level, would ultimately enrage 
him so much that the only way he could retaliate and be 
superior was to shake me, hit me about my body - around the 
head and throw me across the room, onto the floor, furniture 
or against walls. He is a very physical man and it seemed that 
he simply lost control in his anger in the only way he could

Initially it terrified me and he would apologise for what he had 
done afterwards. In late years he has not apologised - merely 
said “ I am not proud of myself for losing control, but you drive 
me to it with your verbal cruelty”, i.e. the blame is then on me •

As I abhor physical violence in any form and because I did 
have a gross sense of loyalty to him and to our ‘married Image’ 
I did not tell a soul about this for years and would explain 
away bruises as the results of kicks from the children or from 
walking into doors etc. I wonder how many other hundreds 
of seemingly respectable, loving, middle-class, well-educated, 
men have battered wives hidden behind the shut doors of the 
family domicile.

“ For many years when I was a girl, I had a girl friend whose father used to beat her. It was a Catholic family 
with four kids but he used to beat only Mary for some reason. He weighed about twenty-one stone and was 
over six feet, a huge man. His wife was tiny, about seven stone. He never gave her any housekeeping money, 
so she worked all her life to feed the family. He must have terrorised her too. I can remember my mother 
saying something about Mr. J ‘ forcing himself on Barbara.^ and that that’s how Mary was conceived. After 
Mary was bom, she slept in her parents’ room until she was quite old. My mother said it was because Mrs. J. 
didn’ t want any more kids, and, being good Catholics, abstinence was the only allowable form o f contracep
tion. Mr. J. used to beat Mary for many different reasons. He would do it in front o f me, a guest in the home, 
it didn’t seem to matter to him. He used to keep a big leather strap in the bathroom for beating her with. I 
never could understand why he hit her. Once it was because she had eaten some condensed milk out o f a 
tin in the fridge. Another time it was because she had burned some papers under the copper. And he didn’t 
give her just one crack. They were thrashings. Once when he was really bad, I took Mary back to my place 
and my father wouldn’t let her go back home, even though he was a good buddie o f Mr. J.’s. He rang Mr. J 
and told him why his daughter was staying the night.

The incident which sticks in my mind the most happened at the beach. Both our families spent the Christ
mas holidays at the same beach. One night, Mary and I went to the pictures together. When they were over, 
we started to walk home. Some boys were following us and although we were only about eleven at the time, 
we were aware that it wasn’t a good idea to continue along that route as there was no street lighting and only 
a few bachs scattered in the bush. Instead we went home by a much longer route along the main road. As we 
got near Mary’s place, we saw a huge black figure coming along the road towards us. It was Mary’s father, 
swinging the strap. Before we had a chance to explain why we were late, he hit her on the head and legs and 
everywhere with the strap. I ran home terrified and told my parents. I was terribly upset and crying. I was 
glad when he died.”
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THE HIDDEN CRIMES OF WOMEN
Alan Nixon is a fairly well known author, lawyer, psych
ologist, and lecturer in criminology at the University o f 
Auckland. He was invited to be guest speaker at a meeting 
in Old Government House on June 12 to an audience of 
nearly 75 women.

In his talk, Mr Nixon expressed an opinion that women 
have an unfair advantage before the law, especially in cases 
o f rape. As supportive evidence to this statement, he 
quoted the statistics gathered by MarySchumacherin 
which it was discovered that out of 27 rape cases investigated, 
seven were found to be self-provoked. That is 26%, if the 
cases investigated were an accurate cross section. Using 
these statistics as a foundation for elucidating his point of 
view, Mr Nixon then enumerated examples o f rape cases in 
which the male was unfairly charged and sentenced and the 
woman got o ff scot free.

ā la 

Alan Nixon

One o f the examples makes interesting reading in light of 
the use to which Mr Nixon put it. It concerned a young boy 
who had been put in an orphanage by his solo-parent 
mother when he was seven. Apparently the woman promised 
to visit her son but she didn’t. Neatly avoiding any reference 
to what happened to the boy in the next ten years, Mr 
Nixon told us that at 17, the boy slipped away from the 
orphanage one day to wander around the city. On his 
rambles, the boy spied a house which reminded him of 
his pre-orphanage home and a young woman at the window 
of the house who reminded him o f his mother. The boy 
went into the house, tied the woman to a bed and raped 
her. Mr Nixon said this was a perfectly understandable act 
of retribution by the boy on his mother, and was indignant 
that the boy was incarcerated while the mother was pres
umably enjoying herself elsewhere, with ho guilt feelings for 
the behaviour she had incited her son to exhibit. At no 
point in his narrative did Mr Nixon express any concern for 
the young woman who was the rape victim. Apparently, 
being female, she deserved what she got, acting as she was as 
proxy for the boy’s mother, although she had no knowledge 
o f this.

It is worthwhile noting that a common belief seems to be 
that men are unable to control their .sexual desires, 
while women who want sexual satisfaction are regarded 
as the lowest form of womanhood- A woman who wears 
an attractive garment which flatters her form is often held 
to be inviting rape, but we^hear no such statement with . .j 
regard to the all-revealing tight-about-the-crotch trousers jjp  
young men have adopted in recent years, or the skin-thin^ 
t-shirts that beautifully showcase shoulders and chests in 
young men. Are we to take no notice of this? Is it 
unwomanly to be stirred by male beauty? And if we are 
appreciative, does this mean we will attempt to rape 
attractive men? Or would that be over-generalisation?

During his talk, Mr Nixon also managed to mix, most 
conveniently, his terms of reference. He quoted examples 
of many men in the restaurant business being prosecuted for 
unhygienic kitchen conditions and berated a system that 
permitted this to occur side by side with the non
prosecution of women who have unhygienic kitchens in 
domestic dwellings.

In another example o f criminal behaviour in women, Mr 
Nixon gave us what is presumably a peep into his own

emotional undergrowth. Certainly eyebrows were raised 
when he said with some conviction that women are 
committing a type o f crime in withholding kisses from 
their .spouses.

Towards the end of his talk, Mr Nixon spoke abotit 
prison reform. In this area, his talk was both informative, 
soundly reasoned, and so,extremely interesting. The 
argument for radical changes in our approach to the crim
inal and the prison was given by Mr Nixon lucidly, if 
laboriously. What caused some confusion was his seeming 
inability to apply his compassion for male criminals to 
women who may, or may not, be criminals in the eyes o f 
society.

A lecture which appeals for a wider recognition and pro
secution o f women as criminals and yet ends on a strong 
plea for the changing o f our broad attitude to the criminal 
as an outlaw, serves only to confuse the undiscriminating 
listener and enrage the listener who has a marked interest 
in both crime and the present role o f women in society.
If Mr Nixon is genuinely concerned about crime reduction 
and penal reform , one would surely expect him to be an 
ardent advocate o f correcting the attitudes to the minority7 
roles women appear to play in the field o f crime at the 
present day. Unfortunately, the gist of his speech 
appeared to me to be requesting much more severe 
penalties to be dealt out to women who transgress, however 
trivially, our current catalogue o f acceptable social 
behaviours.

It is unfortunate, but inevitable, that as women gain a 
wider circle o f independent action, partially as a result o f 
pur liberating activities, some will likely become more 
actively involved in crime. The June 18 bank robbery in 
Auckland which police claim to have been planned and 
executed solely by a woman is a current example o f this. 
This is an'extremely serious aspect for the future, and 
one that warrants close study and preventive action, 
particularly by women’s liberation groups, psychologists, 
social action groups, and criminologists. But Mr Nixon 
does not seem to me, to have thought very deeply about 
it. In an article in the April 13-19 Listener, Mr Nixon 
attributes much female delinquency to the inability by 
the girl to “ market her charms”  successfully enough to 
receive the traditionally desirable male approval. If 
these girls are taught to “ market their charms successfully’ 
will they not be guilty o f deliberately inciting some poor 
unfortunate uncontrolled male to rape them?

Sandi Hall

17



Violence :• •



While we've been working on this issue on violence I have 
given quite a lot of thought to violence against women, an 
specifically, to rape, which seems the ultimate embodim 
of women s oppression in our society. I have discussed the 
issue with a number of people and have become amazed at 
the sort of attitudes generally held in society about rape. A 
whole mythology has evolved around the subject and the
fallacies which exist about this crime are trotted out as fact§A\ 
and the ultimate reasons for its existence.

more frequently hospitalisation is necessary for treatment of 
v injuries caused by sadistic acts (victim's nipples bitten off» £ 

articles such as a bottle, revolver barrel, candle or sticks 
inserted into the vagina, sometimes penetrating the 
abdominal cavity; cigarettes or lighters may be used to burn 
the skin, and blows mayruptureinternal viscera or cause 
fracture of bones).

In this article I intend to examine these myths with a view to 
discovering how true they are and how much they are an 
attempt at rationalising an act which defies rationalisation.

" Y O U  C A N 'T  T H R E A T  A  M O V IN G  N E E D L E "  - 
" I T  IS  IM P O S S IB L E  T O  R A P E  A  W O M A N " '

This theory holdsthat forcible penetration is not possible and 
that where rape is committed, ergo, the female must have 
permitted or even encouraged it.

Where women are intimidated by threats of violence it is 
small wonder that they submit and penetration is facilitated. 
The woman wno resists and struggles is in danger of being 
maimed or killed.

One must be realistic and acknowledge that the average man 
is heavier, stronger and fitter than most women. Jessica 
Sand, an American feminist who has been studying karate as 
a means of self-defence for seven years, has this to say:

"Contrary, on the average, to what some of us want to believe, women 
are not even potentially as strong as men ... I was angry and humiliated 
for some time about my puny wrists, slow kicks and punky punches..."

In all the books and publications I have referred to in the 
course of writing this article, I have not come across one case 
where the woman avoided rape by struggling. Some women 
have escaped by talking their way out of it: by saying they 
were menstruating, pregnant or about to be married to a man 
who expected the woman to be a virgin. Ruses like these are 
sometimes successful. A few women manage to escape and , . . .

, . . ,  x *  . . .  ,  . u  .  _  Any lawyer who says there s no such thing as rape shoud be hauledmake a dash for safety - a neighbour s house or busy street- yv*» . . . . . . . .  7 .u . . .  x H  to a.public place by three large perverts and buggered at high noon, withHowever struggling does not figure at all as a means of V f  a|| ^ a '
preventing rape. In fact, physical resistance can possibly

Where group rapes occur (18.5% in Denver, 43% in Amir's 
Philadelphia study, 50% in Toronto), resistance would be 
pointless.

Hunter S. Thompson wrote in his book "Hell's Angels":

his clients watching." (3)

provoke more brutality in an effort to keep the woman 
still. Conversely, some rapists need their victims to resist so 
they can complete the act. They can only perform sex with 
an unwilling and terrified woman.

Studies show that most victims submit under the real or 
implied threat of injury or death. In a study in Denver (1) 
homicidal threats were made on the lives of one in four 
victims ("Come with me or I'll kill you;"'I've killed three 
people and if I have to I'll kill you even if you are a woman." 
and weapons, such as a gun, knife or iron bar were shown to 
one in four victims. Almost half of the victims in Denver 
were struck with a fist or choked. Victims are sometimes 
bound or gagged. In Philadelphia, Amir (2) noted that force 
was used in 85% of the 646 rape cases he studied.

Many victims need medical treatment or are hospitalised 
following the attack. This may be necessitated by the act 
itself, particularly where the attack has occurred on very 
young children ( a four-year-old is mentioned in the Denver 
study), or women who have led sexually sheltered lives, but

We recommend the same treatment for ANYONE expressing 
the same sentiments.

A  M A N  C O M M IT S  R A P E  T O  G A IN  S E X U A L  
S A T IS F A C T IO N
Part of the folk-lore surrounding rape says that rapes are 
committed by sexually frustrated men who have no other out
let. A woman leads the man on ("cock teases") and then at 
the last minute turns him down. The man loses control and 

) rapes her. In the Denver study it was found that rapists, 
when initially questioned about their motives, gave sexual 
satisfaction as the answer. Closer questioning, however, 
revealed that this was rarely the cause of the crime: but was 
what they considered to be the most socially acceptable 
reason.

F A C T S  W O R T H  R E M E M B E R IN G  A B O U T  
R A P IS T S

1. They are m o stly  yo u n g  m en. 6 4 %  of arrests for forcible 
rape in the United States during 1 9 6 8  were of persons under 
the age of 25. (New Zealand figures for the ages of rapists



die not available, however, approx.70% of all violent crimes 
by men [including rape] are committed by persons under 
the age of 25.)

While a significant minority of rapists have some physical 
deformity, which may go some of the way to explaining 
why they have committed rape, studies of rapists have noted 
that most are quite presentable looking young men who could 
presumably form normal sexual relationships with women if 
they wanted them.

2. Percentages in studies made in Colorado, Canada, and 
Holland show that around 43% of rapists are married. While 
I'm not suggesting that all these marriages were completely 
sexually satisfying, the plea of sexual satisfaction begins to 
look even less convincing.

3. Amir's study showed that 50% of rapists had previous 
c r im in a l re c o rd s , 9% had committed rape in the past, and 
4% had an arrest for some other sexual offence. Higher 
percentages have been recorded in studies elsewhere. In her 
study of violent crime in New Zealand, Mary Schumacher 
(4) found that only 18 of the offenders in the study had no 
previous convictions at all, and 52% of all repeaters had a 
previous conviction for one of the violent offences studied in 
the report.

Unfortunately Schumacher's report studied assault, robbery, 
wounding with intent, assault by a male on a female and 
rape, and does not often differentiate between them, there
fore information about rape is difficult to gain.

4. M o st rapes are  p rem ed ita te d . Rapists frequently pick out 
their victim or the place where they intend to commit the 
rape. It is rarely a spur of the moment occurence precipitated 
by some external stimulus. Amir found that 75% of rapes 
were planned and that in 30% of cases, the rapist either knew 
the victim or lived in the neighbourhood. Schumacher found 
that in New Zealand, 35% of victims were acquainted with the 
offender.

5. There have been no satisfactory studies made of mental 
illness and rape offenders. McCaldon (5) found that half of 
the thirty rapists in a Canadian penitentiary were sociopathic 
personalities who showed chronic anti-social behaviour.
Many of the remaining rapists showed sadistic attitudes 
towards women.

To sum up, then, rapists appear to be normal men. You 
can't spot them because they have hair sprouting out of their 
ears or spittle dribbling out of the corner of their mouths. 
Despite their normal appearance, however, they do not have 
"normal" attitudes towards women. Rapes often involve 
physical injury to the woman, even when she has been passive 
and submitted. The act is often an expression of deep 
feeling of hostility towards the female sex. Bromberg (6) 
found that:

"Study shows that the victim is a source of unconscious gratification for 
the aggressive sex offender quite ppart from her value as a sex object. By 
placing the sex object in an inferior, degrading role through rape or 
sadistic or perverse acts, the offender satisfies his need for a position of 
sexual dominance. This sense of dominance implied in rape or any form

of sexual crime, has the corollary effect of belittling the sex object. To 
the sexual pervert, belittlement of the sexual partner is a source of 
unconscious gratification because it satisfies hostile impulses directed 
towards women."

Thus rapists, besides forcing sexual intercourse, often also 
demand that their victim perform fellatio, endure anal inter
course, cunnilingus, intense kissing and even that the victim 
"enjoy it" or have an orgasm.

Gang rapists often disdain women and the girl is a target for 
brutality and hostility which confers prestige on the violator* 
The violent gang-boy rarely forms a close, warm relationship 
with a female entailing mutual responsibility and empathy
(7) .

At the other extreme, some rapists hope the rape will lead 
to a loving relationship with the woman involved. While this 
may appear grotesque to the balanced person, we must 
remember that "the perceptions and logic of the rapist may 
be seriously affected by the distortions in his personality"
(8) .

Here is what Dr Nicholas Groth the chief psychologist at the 
treatment centre for sexual offenders in Massachusetts (there 
are four such centres in the States) has to say about the 
motivation of the rapist. (His mention of castration refers 
to a programme in Denmark where rapists were castrated and 
on being released offended again, with increased brutality):

"The fallacy about rape is that it is done for sexual needs. It is not.
It is done out of aggression and you cannot castrate aggression out 
of a man. These hotheaded statements about castration take a 
simplistic view of the offense."

I have stressed the motivation of the rapist, tortuous and 
finally inexplicable as it is, because it so completely refutes 
the next myth that

S H E  A S K E D  F O R  IT

This myth comes in many different forms and from many 
different sources. At the Defence for Women seminar, held 
as part of Crime Prevention Week at the end of June, 
Detective Sergeant Owen Cherrett said that many rapes 
"were caused by the negative and thoughtless attitudes of the 
women involved" and that most "almost asked for it." 
Psychologists and criminologists talk about "vicum-provoked 
crimes". Schumacher mentions that there was evidence of 
"provocation" in 20 of the 27 sexual offences in the sample 
studied. Provocation occurs "when the victim, by virtue of 
his or her behaviour, contributed to the act perpetrated."

A journalist, Denise Haig, writing in the April issue of 
Free" magazine, had this to say about rape victims:

"Let's face it there are a lot of precocious little 'teasers' around 
these days, who suddenly cry rape because of long overdue guilt 
feelings. To my mind, these girls should have their names released. 
They are the number one menace.. .  very often we're not dealing 
with 'nice' girls anyway . . .  And who can blame a young guy for 
taking what is readily offered. I blame them . . .  Let's stop slinging 
mud at the guy only and let some of the girls share the dirt."
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P h o to  b y  M a lco lm  H all

This guilt that women experience 
after having been raped is the 
result of the "victim-provoked” 
theory and I wonder if at the 
bottom of that theory there isn't 
the belief that most women 
secretly WANT to be raped. That 
while being terrified of rape

"somewhere in the back of every womb 
there is one rebellious nerve-end that 
tingles with curiosity whenever the 
word is mentioned. This is even more 
terrifying, for it hints at basic depravity 
and secret lusts too dangerous to even 
think about." (11)

Husbands have divorced their 
raped wives because they couldn't 
live with the unbearable suspic
ion that "maybe it wasn't really 
rape."

The belief that women "ask to be raped" has a number of 
effects. Most obviously, it removes the blame from the man 
and puts it onto the female victim. Men are depicted as 
uncontrollable sexual beasts, not responsible for their actions 
and women as protagonists, provocateurs. The articulation 
of this belief is seen in rape court cases where the woman's 
private life and sexual activities are closely scrutinized.
A man who rapes a virgin or respectable married woman has 
the greatest chance of conviction. The man who rapes a 
prostitute or "promiscuous" girl is almost certain to get off, 
since by some peculiar mental process a woman who goes 
with a lot of men is not deemed to have the right to turn 
down AN Y man. The fact that a promiscuous girl may have 
chosen every one of her sexual partners, even if there were 
seven in a week, seems lost on judges, juries and the 
police. The final effect, and the most damaging one, is the 
effect on the victim. Most victims experience shame and 
guilt as a result of the experience. Lieut. Julia Tucker, who 
last year held the post of head of the New York Police 
Department's Sex Crimes Analysis Unit has this to say about 
the reactions of rape victims:

"The big hang-up is that the women seem to feel that this is unique 
to them. At times they're almost losing their minds. It's a three 
stage process. First a fear of almost everything. Second, they think 
they're somehow responsible for what 
happened to them. That's where we can 
help. We tell them that to fell that way 
is normal. We have them rap about it.
Sometimes parents or husbands feel 
guilty because they think they weren't 
protective enough, and they try to get 
the victim to stop talking. The third 
stage is anger: they want to get back at 
the guy." (10)

"Provocation" can take many different forms. It can be your 
lifestyle : you're "promiscuous" or go with gang. It can be 
your clothing or behaviour: wearing provocative dresses, hitch
hiking, getting drunk at parties, drinking in a tavern (in the 
States the tavern, or rather outside it, is the third most likely 
place to be raped.) Or it can be very subtle, like not locking 
your car doors when driving at night, opening the door when 
you're home by yourself, sunbathing in the garden or 
forgetting to lock one window.

You could minimise the chances of being raped by not doing 
these things and by being constantly vigilant against the 
possibilityof rape. Most females, however, regard living in 
this state of constant apprehension and defensiveness an 
intolerable curtailment of their freedom Rapes have been 
perpetrated on women in their hospital beds, by babysitting 
employers on their sitters, by policemen, next door 
neighbours, by doctors in their surgeries. Women could drive 
around in locked cars, but what happens when you get a 
flat tyre? You could insist (as the police at the Crime 
Prevention seminar suggested) that you see the identification 
card of any man who comes to the door, but you've 
got to open the door to see that. You could add extra 
minutes to your journey from the University to your bus 
stop to avoid Albert Park, but what guarantee have you that
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there isn't a rapist lurking in one of the darkened and quiet 
city back streets you'd be forced to go through to avoid it?

In fact, studies made in New York before the passing of the
Bill showed that the percentage of rape complaints later
discovered to be unfounded was only 2% - the same as for

T1  ̂ ■.__ all other unfounded felonies. (This finding refutes anotherThere are no pat answers and for most it means a compromiseu^1 u. u M4 rape myth i.e. that many rape accusations are false.) The
between complete freedom of movemen an iving A repealing of the corroboration provision was achieved by
constant state of vigilance. One thing we can do is rid our
selves and other women of the guilt surrounding rape. It is 
not "victim-provoked". It is a violent act performed on 
women by men and no woman should feel guilty that she has 
been responsible for that violence. At the moment the rape 
victim is held to be guilty till proved innocent. The report 
of a rape case in May quoted the Supreme Court Judge, Mr 
Justice Speight as having said that "Two young girls concerned 
in the case were themselves guilty of incredible stupidity".
The Otago Daily Times in November last year quoted another 
such remark; "The Judge said he proposed, on account of 
three factors, to extend "extraordinary leniency". They are 
Smiler's excellent work record, the fact that the girl concerned 
contributed to some degree to the offence....... "

This is an aspect of discrimination against women hardly
Corroboration of the offence is needed in the form of witnesses touched on yet by New Zealand feminist groups. A

the concerted efforts of sex crimes specialists in the New 
York Police Department, some sympathetic legislators 
and New York Women's Liberation groups.

In New Zealand, the law and police still demand corrobor- 
ation. I wonder how many New Zealand police would agree 
with the sentiments of Lieutenant Tucker when she said:

"The first thing I realised was how bad the law was. You wonder, 
"Hey, how can this exist?" I felt embarrassed encouraging women 
to report rapes." (13)

evidence of forced entry, seminal fluid in the vagina* bruises 
and other evidence of assault. A  rape victim has to be examined 
minutely to gain this evidence and often wait for hours while 
the process grinds on without an opportunity to bath or wash, 
herself. She must repeat her story in every detail to the 
police and in court. She knows that her private life and sexual 
history will be discussed in Court in an attempt to discredit 
her testimony.
One man charged w ith rape said his lawyer attacked the 
victim. "He started asking unbelievable questions. Did she touch 
me first? Had she had sexual intercourse before she was married? Had 
she had sexual intercourse outside of her marriage since she had been 
married? He attacked her for being older than me, attacked her for 
being British. I don't know why.”

Wellington group is working on starting a rape crisis centre 
similar to those in existence in America and the UK.
Maybe it's time we started working towards changing the 
law here for the sake of our sisters who will be raped in the 
future.

Sandra Coney
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Rape: A Brief Legal View agreement m force.
R a p e  (S e c t io n  1 2 8  o f  th e  C rim e s  A c t )  is th e  co m p le te  

p e n e tra tio n  o f  th e  fem ale  vag ina b y  th e  m ale w ith o u t  her 

co n se n t, and  as long as th e  fem a le  is n o t th e  w ife  o f  th e  

d efe n d a n t.

F o rc in g  a w o m a n  to  d o  o th er a cts  o r p erfo rm in g  o th e r  

acts  u p o n  her d o es n o t a m o u n t to  rape a lth o u g h  o th e r  

charges w o u ld  be la id .

A  h u sb a n d  is n o t en title d  to  use v io le n ce  against h is w ife  

in  o rd e r to  o b ta in  in te rco u rse  and o th e r  c r im in a l charges  

w o u ld  lie  aga in st h im . H e is g u ilty  o f  rape o f  h is w ife  if 

T h e re  is a d ecree  n isi (o f d iv o rce ) o r a sep ara tio n  o rd e r or

C o n se n t: T h is  m eans th a t

(1) co n se n t is n o t o b ta in ed , o r
(2) in  getting  co n se n t, v io le n ce  w as used , or th re a ts  o f  

v io le n ce  to  her o r a th ird  person , or

(3) th e  d e fe n d a n t im p erso n a ted  her h u sb a n d , or

(4) th e  d e fe n d a n t fra u d u le n tly  m isrep resented  th e  n atu re  

o r q u a lity  o f  th e  act.

In  th e o ry  a w o m a n  need n o t p u t up  active  res istan ce  against 

th e  rap ist. If , h o w ever, th ere  are no  w itn esses to  th e  even t, 

p h y s ica l e v id e n ce  o f  fo rce  on the  v ic tim 's  b o d y  is a lm o st  

essentia l as co rro b o ra t io n  o f  rape.
Continued on Page 23 J

22



It appears that if a man raises in his defence his reasonable 
belief in her consent, even though she was not consenting 
in fact, the in te n t io n  to rape may be an element in some 
cases. Evidence that a woman is of bad repute or immoral 
character may be introduced by the defendant to show that 
in fact her consent was given.
Consent is negated by fraud, eg if a doctor or "quack" 
disguises the act by misrepresenting that it is medical 
treatment. A fraudulent promise of marriage or assurance 
that the parties are married does not provide a basis for a

rape charge.
There are other charges which can be laid: attempt to 
rape, indecency with a girl under twelve or with a girl 
twelve to sixteen, indecent assault on a girl or woman, con 
conspiracy to induce sexual intercourse, inducing sexual 
intercourse under pretence of marriage. These charges 
should be seriously considered as alternatives when 
attempting to obtain a remedy against the relentless 
imposition of the male sexual ethic upon the female.
Shona Abernethy._________ ____________________________________

Everyday
Violence

he afternoon started out n ice ly . I met m y lover 
fo r a few  drinks after w ork. We decided to have a 
drinking com p etition  — m y three bourbons to her 
every one. In tw enty m inutes I had dru n k  fifteen  
bourbons. B y then I decided I ’d had enough fo r  
the m om ent — besides funds were running low  — 
so we decided to leave and w ander dow n the road, 
possib ly to another pub. We hadn’t got very far 
w hen tw o men called out to us from 'a w indow .
Both o f us, being in a fa ir ly  benign and to lerant  
m ood by this tim e, started to ta lk  to them . T h ey  
were both fin ish ing  w o rk ; they were partners in 
a sm all c lo th ing  facto ry . T h e y  cam e dow n and 
joined us and we all w ent for a few  m ore drinks  
at the G lob e H otel. W ithin an hour or so, I was 
co m p lete ly  incapable o f m aking intelligent con
versation and fe lt extrem ely  nauseous. O ne of 
the men offered to take me back to his fa cto ry , 
w hich  was on ly about 2 0 0  yards from  the G lobe.
I fe lt desperately in need of som ething good and 
strong and non-alcoholic. We both hopped into  
his car and w ent to the fa cto ry , leaving m y lover 
and the other man talking. We w ent upstairs 
into the ; ew ing facto ry . He to o k me to a couch  
and to ld  m e to lie dow n. B y th is stage I was in
capable —1 everyth ing was sw im m ing in fro n t of 
m y eyes. H e brought me a cup of coffee. T h en  he 
sat dow n ĉ n the couch  and started fum bling  w ith  
m y clo th ing . I really can ’t rem em ber m uch. I 
tried to push his hands aw ay and  told him  not to  
touch me b u t I was p h ysica lly  incapable o f fighting  
So he screw e d me there on his couch surrounded  
by sewing m ach in es. He screw ed and raped me. I 
spewed a fe\Y m inutes later.

He to o k me q»ack to the pub and left me w ith  my 
lover and the\ other man. He said he had to  p ick  
up another w a m a n  from  the airport. L a te r  that 
evening, the euther man suggested screw ing both of 
us together, i l  turned and said to  h im , “ I ’ve had 
enough of pe&nis inserted in me fo r one night. Y o u r  
friend rapeai me earlier th is evening.”

I did not b:\ame m yself fo r w hat had happened but 
I did blam e im y se lf  fo r trusting m en .”

My husband started getting violent soon after 
Michael was born. We’d been together for about 
three years before that and he’d always been 
gentle and considerate, especially when I was 
pregnant. After the baby was born everything 
started going to pieces. We started having 
terrible rows about stupid things. Like, he’d 
come home and say “ Why haven’t you washed 
the kitchen floor? ”  He’d lash out and I’d be on 
the floor. I couldn’t understand it. He was a 
very quiet person and these violent attacks 
would just come out of the blue. I never knew 
when to expect it. He was a labourer and very 
strong so there was nothing much I could do 
about it.

He would be terribly remorseful afterwards and 
beg me to forgive him. He would buy me pre
sents to try and win me round. He would promise 
it would never happen again. But I just couldn’t 
stand it. My parents had never hit us as children, 
so I thought this was the end.

The beatings got worse and worse so eventually 
I called the police. When he saw me on the phone 
he ran away. I moved into my girl-friend’s house 
and he apparently came back to our house about 
three days later, when he was picked up by the 
police. He was fined about $36 (7 years ago).
I didn’t have to appear in court as the policeman 
who had come to the house had seen my black 
eyes and gave testimony. My husband was ex
tremely bitter that I had called the police — he 
couldn’t understand why I had done it.

I left him because of the violence. He was getting 
more and more vicious. At that time, a girl
friend of mine was mupdered by her boyfriend 
and I thought the same thing might happen to 
me.

Looking back, I can’t understand why I didn’t 
fight back. All I used to do was cover my face.
I used to think, “ Hit him, hit him,”  but I 
couldn’t bring myself to.”



Wellington Women's Workshop takes

Action Against
the

Rapist
In May, a group of women from the Wellington Women’s Workshop took direct action against a man who 

had raped one of their members. Here, Helene Robinson describes how the action came about and what 
happened.

A  group of friends went to the pub,then on to a 
.party. The man(rapist) was at the party and the 
woman met him there; she learned his first name 
and that he worked as a barman in a certain pub. 
This is how we knew where he worked. We didn’t 
come to know his full name till much later.

He aonarentlv kept close to her at the party, and 
kept pestering her. She tried to get rid of him, (by 
that I mean she didn’t give him what is usually 
known as encouragement), then when she left the 
party to walk home, he followed her and raped her. 
bhe was quite overcome by fear and because oi 
that did not present great physical resistance. But 
she did tell the man that it was rape,did he rea
lize just what he was doing etc., and he just 
shrugged his shoulders. After that he marched her 
the rest of the way home, holding tightly to her 
arm (with the idea that she then would not tell 
the police or friends,and with the idea of calming 
her down a bit), so she had to put up with him all 
the way to her house.

It must be added that she had not been drinking or 
taking drugs,but he had been drinking. The victim 
said that the rapist did not appear concerned at 
what he had done; he seemed to have the attitude 
that ‘ women are there to be taken’.

Anyway, she did complain to friends and went to 
the police. But the police would not prosecute be
cause a) she was not sufficiently bruised and 
battered, and b) they went to the party and asked 
questions there and people (who it must be admit
ted were mostly friends of the rapist) said they had 
seen them (the victim and the rapist) together at 
the party. The fact that they had all been drinking 
and mostly the fact that he had been following her 
around against her wish make the whole police ac
tion ludicrous.

It was only after all this, and a few days later,that 
she came to the meeting working on the Wellington 
Women’s Workshop Newsletter and said she had 
been raped,felt upset,angry and eager to do some
thing about it and would we help.

This account is what I pieced1 together from various

bits of information and questions, but as we did not 
want to upset her more than she was, we did not 
press her for further details.

That evening, we started to discuss the idea of tak
ing some kind of action. We thought of physical 
action against the man but discarded that as oppos
ed to our ideals and, practically, too difficult. We 
thought of various ways of shaming him publicly, 
but although we had quite a few good ideas,they 
would all have taken too long to prepare. Part of 
the reason for doing something was the need for 
immediate,swift action which would both shame 
the man and give comfort to the woman, as well as 
relieve the pent-up anger everyone felt.

The few people who were there on that night more 
or less came up with what we eventually did. We 
reconnoitred the place and made sure that it was 
the man. Then we had two hectic days of p honing 
around. We met on the Thursday night,ri^ht after 
work; over 30 women turned up and discussed 
what we should do. The raped woman was with us.

I
The thirty of us stormed the pub where the rapist 
was known to be a bartender and, follow,'ing a plan,

we all pointed at him,chanting ‘rapist, i/apist’ rising 
from a whisper;we then changed to ‘sack the rap
ist’ and, at a prearranged signal, marched out.7/
It caught him totally unawares and h e just stood 
there, turning a bright purple-red, immobilized. 
It got to the people in the pub (men)/ but mostly, 
and much more important to our miiids than the 
punishment aspect of the exercise,waq the support 
side of it. -

The woman felt supported and helpedi in a tangible 
manner by a group she trusted. I

Later we returned to speak with the mbanager who 
met us with great hostility. He made usV>how proof 
of our age and accused us of obstructing his door, 
when he himself was standing midway.|He would 
speak only to one of us and showed / much dis
pleasure at our action. 4



Foremost was the fear of losing his job (this was 
one of several incidents). He said the barman was to 
be dismissed anyway as he was disliked, but on 
principle the manager would not sack him as he 
would be calling him a rapist. While I regret our 
actions may have caused an individual discomfort 
(to the bar manager), the cause was more import
ant. The manager complained that right thinking 
people (whoever they are) would no longer come 
to his pub after this. If he already has this kind of 
person, surely they would not disapprove of our 
action. Who with a social conscience would harbour 
a rapist in the public bar — what woman, knowing 
who lurked there, could feel safe to come in?

Following that we were televised on a “Nationwide” 
TV programme.

We got much more publicity than we had ever ho
ped for. This has turned out to be quite important 
since the problem of rape is hardly ever mentioned. 
Also, it turned out to be a good focus for discuss
ing violence and its related subjects. We discovered 
for example, that most women did not know what 
to do in the case of rape, and a lot said they would 
not even go to the police if unsupported.

Many women had had similar experiences in the 
recent or distant past and all had gotten some kind 
of hang-up from it, not to mention physical conse
quences. Yet the subject had never been raised be
fore in our group, and these women had never 
talked about it before because of the vague guilt 
feelings they still had.

The next step is to organize the rape squad,but this 
is going to take a little more time and it would be 
unfair to give you my idea of it,as it will be a gro1 
action, but so far I am still in the process of getting 
a group together.

I am afraid the future is very vague. I have a few 
concrete ideas that I am eager to submit to the 
group, and I know that other women I have talked 
to have ideas of their own -  so we are not short of 
ideas! It is more a matter of time, since most of us 
are pretty committed already and we want to try 
and involve women who are not usually involved in 
feminist activities. So we are having the usual has
sles accompanying any attempt to organize a new 
group.

The Wellington Women’s Workshop hopes to provide 
the following services in their campaign against rape:

(1) a telephone line womanned Friday and Saturday 
nights.

(2) a mobile unit to provide help for rape victims. 
Any women living in the Wellington area who are 
interested in helping should ring 759.706 Wellington 
or write to Wellington Women’s Workshop P.O. Box 
3871, Wellington.

We did investigate the legal possibilities,i.e. a priv
ate case; but the money,time and fuss involved did 
not balance with the possibility of winning.

The police apparently do not as a rule, prosecute, 
unless they are virtually sure of winning a convict
ion of rape. Since rape is not usually committed in 
front of witnesses, it is pretty hard to prove in any 
case.

Also, people who have gone through with a case re
port feeling little better after it, since usually,the 
man gets off lightly,the woman is treated as a crim
inal and in at least one case, the woman has been 
threatened with violence by the rapist and his fri
ends since he was convicted.

Reactions were, to my knowledge, favourable on 
the whoLe, but in keeping with usual attitudes to
ward women.' People who usually think of women 
as persons thought it was good; others denied that 
rape existed at all, and the worst (only a few) com
plained about uppity women. As expected.

But the reactions of most women were good, and 
that is the most important thing. Some women do 
not particularly approve of direct action, but in a 
case where there is no legal solution, I think it was 
highly appropriate; not as the first in a campaign of 
terror,but as a step in a constructive direction,high
lighting the whole social problem of rape.

J
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raperaperapethe victim raperaperape
M ina is abou t 40 . She is a lesbian. A t  the tim e  
o f  these happenings she was lonely  and unhappy  
after the breakup o f  a long  relationship. She 
had been loo k in g  forw ard to  a Christmas eve
ning party  she had been invited  to, but, once  
there, she fe lt  m iserable and isolated .that she 
was the on ly  one there n o t pa rt o f  a couple.

She drank a lo t  qu ite  qu ick ly , which is unusual 
fo r  her, and le ft  the party  early, fee ling  m uch  
worse than when she came. Som e p eop le  fro m  
the party  d ropped  her o f f  at a main rail and 
bus station in the city , abou t six miles fro m  
her hom e. She fou n d  o u t  that neither buses 
nor trains were running and that the norm ally  
busy cab rank in the nearby square was also 
deserted, as was the w hole square. She waited 
at the cab rank fo r  what seemed like hours  
and then walked towards the main road on  
the o th e r side o f  the square, w ondering i f  there 
was anyone she cou ld  ring fo r  help at m idn igh t 
on  Christmas n igh t in Sydney

There had been very litt le  tra ffic  on the road, 
bu t ju s t as she reached it  a p o lic e  van came 
along. I t  passed, c irc led  the square, then drew  
up a lm ost in fro n t o f  her at a red tra ffic  light. 
The ligh t changed, but the van did n o t move, 
so she w ent up to  it and expla ined her s ituation  
to  the tw o po licem en  inside. They were p o lite  
but to ta lly  unconcerned  and said that they  
d id n 't go  to  her area.
She said, “ Well, what can I  do? There are no  
buses and no taxis. I  live alone and there's no  
way fo r  me to  ge t hom e. "
A^fter a short consu lta tion , they said, “ H op  in. "  
The cop  in the passenger seat g o t  o u t and to ld  
M ina to  ge t in the m iddle. She d id n 't th ink this 
strange at the time. She was ju s t gra tefu l that 
she was go in g  to  ge t home.

They both  started peering at her and she looked  
at them, starting to  fe e l rather uneasy abou t 
them  by now. One, the driver, was very youn g  
and qu ite  good look ing . The o th e r was abou t 5 0  
and looked , M ina says, rather like Sid James.

The o ld er one started up the stream o f  questions 
again: “ When did you  last sleep w ith a man?
Have you  been turned righ t o f f  m en? Sure 
y ou 're  n o t k idding? H aven 't you  been fu ck in g  
all night? Y ou  look  as i f  y ou 've  had a real h o t  
n ig h t."

By this tim e it  was obvious that they were 
heading fo r  a dockyard area, n o t fo r  the highway. 
M ina p o in ted  this o u t and the o ld er man said, 
“N o , why d o n 't  you  have a litt le  cuddle w ith us? 
You say you  d o n 't  m ind men. It 's  Christmas Day  
and w e're nice guys."
M ina refused and asked to  be taken hom e.
The d river kep t asking d irections and the o ld er 
man gave them. They came to  a big loading  
area near the w aterfront, d rove righ t to  the end 
o f  it  away fro m  the buildings and stopped.

The o ld er man said, “Sw itch  o f f  the lights. "
The driver com plied , g o t  o u t and w ent around  
the back o f  the truck.
The o ld er man said, “ Com e on now. You know  
what it's  all about. L e t 's  have a go. Take o f f  
y ou r c lo th es ."  H e started to  undo her cardigan.

M ina tried to  stop h im  and protested  that she 
was tired, depressed and n o t on the p ill. She 
d id n 't now  o r  at any stage p ro te s t on the 
ground  that he had no  right to  do this, p e r
sonally o r legally. This fa c t reveals a deep 
con v ic tion  o f  powerlessness and n on -en titlem en t 
to  ordinary human rights which is possibly the 
m ost distressing aspect o f  the w hole story.

As soon as they had driven o ff, the ind iffe ren t 
manner o f  the tw o cops changed and they 
started question ing Mina. They asked her abou t 
thê party  she had been to, w hether there were 
many guys there, w hether she had been fucked.

Mina, unaccountably, o r  possibly because she 
is o f  Eurasian background, seems to  have managed 
to  live h a lf a life tim e  in this society  w ith ou t de
velop ing the suspicions and defences w hich are 
au tom atic  to  m ost women, so she answered them  
honestly. She said there were no men at the 
party  and when they, ge ttin g  m uch m ore enthusi
astic abou t the conversation, asked i f  it  was a 
lesbian party, she said that it  was.

She kep t protesting, th ink ing that this co u ld n 't  
happen to  her and that she cou ld  talk her way 
o u t o f  it. M ina is tiny, less than five fee t tall, and 
this man was over six fee t and heavily built.
H e said, “ I t 's  no use arguing, o r  struggling o r  
screaming. N o  one can hear y o u . '' M ina looked  
around the deserted dock and knew he was right 
and she wasn't go in g  to  ge t o u t o f  it.

He managed to  ge t m ost o f  her clothes o ff.
She said, “D o  you  really ge t any satisfaction  
fro m  having sex like th is? ''
H e replied, “ Y ou 're  very cuddly. I  can en joy  it 
with an yone ."

'One o f  them  said, “D o n 't  you  like eu vs? "  
She replied, “ I  like som e guys. I  don t m ind  
th e m ."

H e had a big erection  and g o t on top  o f  her.
M ina became really terrified  and cou ld  on ly  
th ink o f  ge ttin g  pregnant. She asked h im  over 
and over n o t to  com e inside her, but he jus t said,
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“ Open y o u r  legs"  and fo rced  h im se lf in to  her.
I t  was very p a in fu l She was dry and in a twis
ted p o s ition  and he was very heavy. She kep t 
saying, “D o n 't  com e  inside me. D o n 't  com e  
inside me. "  H e said he w ou ldn 't, Out eventually  
did.

M ina fe lt  angry and dejected  and hum iliated.
She said nothing. The man c lim bed  o f f  her and 
said curtly , “D o n 't  p u t  y o u r clothes on. M y  
m ate's com in g  a rou nd ."

The o th e r  man c lim bed  in to  the truck and started 
taking his trousers o ff. M ina was fee ling  u tterly  
degraded. She said, “ I  suppose it  d oesn 't really 
m atter what you  do  —  that guy has already com e  
in to  me, so what's the d ifference n ow ? ''

H e seemed taken aback by this. H e came over 
her, but started to  lose his erection . H e had 
d ifficu lty  penetrating. Realising she had 
gained an advantage, M ina decided to  press it 
and maybe escape this second degradation.
She said, “A re  you  married? Is y ou r w ife n ice? '' 
H e said, “S top  ta lk ing and help m e .''
W ith justifiab le  sarcasm, “H ow  can I help y o u ? '' 
“H o ld  my balls."

She d idn 't. H e panted and struggled and even
tually also ejaculated inside her.

The o ld er man returned and c lim bed  in to  the 
passenger seat. H e boasted, “ I 'm  ready again.
I 'm  ge ttin g  a real horn  again."

had n o t been sleeping w ith his w ife fo r  a while 
and the appearance o f  a drunken woman asking 
fo r  a l if t  was to o  good  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  miss. 
The younger chap had jus t fo llow ed  the o ld er 
man's example.
A  few o th e r peop le  M ina to ld  sim ple reproved her 
fo r  n o t reporting  the incident to  the p o lic e ! ! !  
M aybe she cou ld  have done it  on  the spot — 
reported  them  to  each o th e r and they cou ld  have 
arrested each o th e r......

One friend, a hom osexual man, was sym pathetic. 
H e was aghast — deeply shocked that it  had 
happened and especially that it  happened w ith  
the po lice . H e sympathised w ith the fa c t that 
she was helpless and. that it  happened jus t be
cause she was try ing  to  ge t away fro m  a party  
w hich was m aking her unhappy. This was the 
on ly  sym pathy o r  support she had fro m  anyone.

M ina blames herself fo r  many reasons. F o r  being 
stupid, fo r  n o t fin d in g  o u t  abou t the transport. 
B u t she had never know n buses and taxis n o t to  
run before and the p eop le  at the party  certa in ly  
d id n 't know  abou t it  either. F o r  being drunk.
B u t she is qu ite  certa in it  w ould have happened  
anyway. Prim arily  she blames herself fo r  being 
honest w ith them, fo r  answering their offensive  
questions and n o t p lay ing a 'm o ra l' ro le  which  
is n o t pa rt o f  her personality . F o r  being 'naive'. 
F o r  n o t redlising how  they were th ink ing  un til 
it  was to o  late. In  short, fo r  n o t  being suspicious, 
hypocritica l and lying.

M ina cleaned herself up and g o t  dressed. There  
was litt le  fu rth e r conversation. They drove o f f  
and, once  on  the highway, pos itive ly  speeded, 
ignoring tra ffic  rules and go in g  through several 
red lights. They delivered M ina, absolutely  
stunned, to  her f ro n t  gate and drove o f f  at high 
speed.

Mina, incredibly, p rim arily  blames herself fo r  
these incidents. Because o f  this, she has to ld  
very few  p eop le  abou t them  and, w ith on ly  one  
excep tion , the peop le  she has to ld  have been 
unsym pathetic to  her.

The day after, she went to  a ne ighbouring d o c to r  
w ho was also a fa irly close friend. H e gave her 
an in jec tion  to  induce her pe riod  and thus m in i
m ized her fears o f  pregnancy. H e said he was 
glad she had com e to  h im  and glad she had to ld  
him  the fu ll story. A t  this stage, she needed som e
one to  be sorry abou t it rather than glad.

They discussed the w hole th ing at length. H e  
said that w om en usually b rought these things 
upon themselves. N o , no, he d id n 't mean that 
she had p rovok ed  it, ju s t that that was usually 
the way. H e considered that the tw o men had 
behaved qu ite  norm ally . Possibly the o ld e r man

H ow  many w om en are n o t reporting , o r  even 
ta lk ing about, rapes and v io lence fo r  reasons like 
these? H ow  many w om en fee l it  is their ow n  
responsib ility  to  p reven t the possib ility  o f  
rape o r  violence, rather than their righ t n o t  to  
have it  happen? H ow  many w om en are made to  
fee l it  is their ow n fau lt when they do report, 
o r  talk about, rape o r  v iolence? A n d  how  many 
w om en are con d ition ed  in to  vigilance, suspicion  
and dishonesty in nearly all their dealings w ith 
m en? T o  the last question, I  w ould say alm ost 
all. T o  the others, no  one knows the answers.

We must learn to  speak abou t these things and 
to  shed this g u ilt fo r  crim es which are com m itted  
against us. We m ust help each o th e r to  do this — 
fo r  ou r own health and so that all w om en may 
know  the dim ensions o f  this p ro b le m  which 
infests ou r society.

A final w ord fro m  M ina, w ho now  also feels 
gu ilty  that she d id n 't p ro tes t m ore o r  re p o rt the 
p o lice  to  the p o lic e :
“ I  suppose it's  pa rt o f  my personality  that made 
me act as I  did. I  d o n 't  attach m uch im portance  
to  myself. I  fee l I 'm  an expendable sort o f  
person ."

R o b in  M ack
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Women CAN Fight Back
T here  are tw o  w ays o f looking at Self-D efence  for 
W om en. O ne, for the cau tio u s, involves avoiding  
situations w here sexual attacks are lik e ly  to  occur. 
T h e  other, fo r the m ore aggressive, or fo r w hen  
being cautious has fa iled , involves active physical 
co unter - attack .

, List for 
Cautious Women

Lock all doors and windows whenever you leave the house
Demand to see an identification card of any caller. -------- - - a -  ,,,w ■ *»■ •«**»*, ■ ■ uiuuym uuwn aucupiy on
Keep a safety chain on your door, attached with long screws.bridge of the attacker's nose, is effective. If attacked from 
Have a peep-hole in your front-door so you can identify behind, the back of the head can be used to the same effect.

:al!ers-, The fingers held rigid can be driven into the assailant's eve -
. Lock all doors and windows when home alone at night-time, balls, or throat. The e lb o w  held at a right angle can be 
■ Securely draw all curtains and pull down all blinds at night directed towards the rib cage or the pit of the9stomach, or

. Do not list your name as Miss or Mrs or Ms in the telephone faCe' Put a" Vour s,rength int0 the elbow jab . 
directory.
!. Always look behind the front seats when you get into your V u ln 6 r3 ijl6  3r63S o f thfi 3SSdildnt S body 3r6 
:ar- 1- Ey es • rigid fingers or gougingand twisting fingers.

of motion makes it too easy for the attacker to grasp the 
weapon. Make sure that the first thrust is a good one, for it 
may be the only one you'll get. The shoe can be smashed 
or ground into the instep of an attacker's foot or used to kick 
an attacker's kneecap and ankle bone. With the shoe in hand, 
the heel can be used to strike a blow to an attacker's temple, * 
nose or other vulnerable body area. A n ew sp a p er o r m agazine  

rolled up can be used like an umbrellia. A b o o k  can be 
firmly grasped in the hand and used in a jabbing motion 
toward the throat, gtoin or nose.
4 . U se  y o u r  b o d y . Bring your knees up sharply between your 
attacker's legs. The fo re h e a d , if brought down sharply on the

Lock all doors on your car when driving alone at night.
0. Check you have enought petrol before you set out.

If you go out on foot at night go with another man or 
voman or take the dog.
2. Avoid parks and deserted streets.

Don't walk close to the building line. Stay in the middle

2. B rid g e o f  nose.

3 . L a r y n x  - backhand knife-edge hand blow of extended 
finger blow.
4 . Base o f  th ro a t  - rigid extended finqers.
5. R ib s .

6. P it o f  sto m a ch . Fist, kick or knees thrust.the footpath or close to the edge. If necessary, owing to the-?' Jl'1 ? '  stomach- Flst' kick or knees thrust, 
larrowness of the footpath walk down the middle of the road. 7\ Grom " upward thrust of knees, fist, knife edge hand, kick 
4. If a car pulls up near you and the driver asks for directions with bal1 of foot or handgrasp. Blows to this area are one of

live him the information if you wish, but don't approach the 
:ar too closely, and don't get in to show the way.
5. Don't accept a lift from anyone you don't know,
6. Don't hitch-hike.
7. Don't pick up hitch-hikers.
8. Stay out of lovers' lanes. They're favourite haunts of sex 
riminals
9. If you don't like the way a party is going, get out - you 
night not get a chance later.

f you took all the preventative measures listed above you 
vould minimise the chances of attack. If, however, you feel 
hat curtailing your freedom of movement to this extent woi 
>e living in a constant state of incipient seige, you're right, 
/lost women choose to take some, but not all of the prevent
iv e  measures listed above. They therefore run the risk of 
ttack. Accordingly, here is -

your best defences.
8. K n ee . Direct kick with ball of foot, inside edge of shoe. 
Same blows to backs of knees can cause severe damage.
9. S h in s . Arch or heel of shoe scraped on shin.
10. In ste p  - Hard stomping blow with shoes.
11. F in g ers . Bend backwards.

5. It is not wise to attack an assailant with a weapon, such as 
a knife which could be turned on yourself.
6. Karate and other highly specialised forms of self-defence 
should only be used by skilled, trained persons. Learn karate 
but m aster it.

Three Main Points 
to Remember

Vhat to do if you’re 
Attacked
. S c re a m  an d  keep  screa m in g  this frightens oft many 

i/ould-be attackers.
. B a c k  a w a y  - keep your distance from the attacker. Don't 
urn your back unless you think your chances of escape by 
unning are good.
. Use items ot apparel to attack. A handbag  can be swung or 
oked at the assailant. An u m b re lla , held half-way down the 
taft can be poked in the assailant's face or stomach. Avoid 
sing the umbrella to hit or bat at the attacker. This type

1. S c re a m

2. M ake th e  f ir s t  b lo w  a good one  as it may the the only one 
you get.
3. R e p o rt  th e  a tta ck  to the Police (and take a friend with you 
when you do, for support).

Footnote: Some women have talked their way out of being raped. 
While any tactics like this must basically be formulated on the spot, 
here are some suggestions:
1. You are oregnant.
2. You've got VD.
3. You want to go to the lavatory (doesn't often work).
4. You re expecting a visitor - boyfriend, relative at any moment.
5. You're a virgin.
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Karate by Jessica Sand

O .K ., you've decided to spend some bread on a karate class. 
Factors in what you will get for your money (besides d iff
erences in style and teaching ability) are: 1. whether your 
instructor can stomach women in the sport (we are a far 
cry from FA IRN ESS), and 2. whether you can stomach a 
lot of sweaty workouts and huge yelling men charging down 
on you.

Forms are the aesthetic aspect of karate, somewhat like 
dances, and teach balance, accuracy and speed. But where 
it's at is sparring. Sparring teaches you to use your techniques 
in the street or in tournaments. You'll also learn confron
tation and how to face crises without freezing, and a number 
of other assertive skills, but the' process takes Y EA R S , not 
W EEKS. Remember, men have had training in assertiveness 
since the cradle. After seven years I felt I had begun to master 
this area.

Most teachers are male, if only because the influx of women 
into the sport is recent. You know a teacher is sexist if he 
laughs at you or makes a remark ("You sure you don't want 
to sign up for ballet instead?"), or if he has very few women 
students, or if his women students aren't working as hard as 
the men.

A sexist teacher will usually just ignore you. He may fail 
to promote you 'on time', or worse, promote you when 
you 're still floating around like a southern belle or 
giggling whenever anyone punches at you. The male 
students may give you some flack ('Boy, I wouldn't want 
to meet YOU in an alley on a dark night'), but you can 
afford to ignore them. EXC EPT  that they won't push you 
in sparring. You may have to hit a few of them to get 
them mad enough to push back.

COED CLASSES?
borne women react against sexist instruction by forming all
women classes. Here you won't be put down. But remember, 
in the street you will be fighting men. In coed classes women 
can work out together and fight and support each other, in 
addition to becoming more assertive with men.

MY PUNY W RISTS
Contrary, on the average, to what some of us want to believe, 
women are not even potentially as strong as men. Once 
you're in shape, you may be able to outlast the men, but 
sparring is not an endurance contest (need we wonder why?)
- usually the time limit is one minute. I was angry and humil
iated for some time about my puny wrists, slow kicks and 
punky punches. Finally I learned to put my feelings into 
harder basics and more aggressive sparring - with dramatic 
results. I can now push around and score on most of the 
people in my club. However, I still feel a twinge of fear when 
confronting some of the men who are not only bigger than I, 
but who make a habit of hitting everyone a good one each 
match. I have been hit plenty but never injured, and part of 
the reason may be that I leave such people to their own game.

What will the class be like? With variations, classes usually 
include the following: running, basic exercises, forms, 
sparring, one-steps, and warm-down. Running warms you up 
and develops leg muscles and stamina. Basic exercises give 
you a vocabulary of kicks and punches, strength, and teach 
you to 'move in the karate way'. This way is quite different

A karate class is a good place to test your residual sexism.
For instance, do you work as hard as you can in basics? Do 
you take your turn at weight-lifting and bag-kicking as well 
as stretching? Do you yell loudly in your soprano voice? Hav 
you broken wood, to prove to yourself that you really do 
some damage? When you spar do you giggle?
I D ARE YOU
Karate integrates your life in several stages. First, you feel 
incredibly awkward in class and when you start sparring you 
feel helpless and/or afraid. Then after two or three months 
you have gained some confidence, and you catch yourseif 
walking down the street, fists clenched, muttering 'Come on,
I dare you.' After a while this elation relaxes, and you start 
enjoying the competitive and aesthetic qualities of the sport. 
Several months later - or after a year of study- you will 
suddenly/ realize that you carry yourself with more ease and 
energy, that you look people in the eye, that you speak up

and that peoplefrom walking down the street, for instance, or boxing. Doubt-more clearly and accept fewer refusals 
less it is the source of the 'vibes' that keep the potential don't mess with you.
attackers from bothering you in the street.

\  Taken from "Majority Report", the feminist newspaper of 
New York.

in New Zealand
I be longed  to  o ne  o f th e  ce ll groups th a t e x iste d  e arly  

th is  y e a r  w ith in  A U C K L A N D  W O M E N 'S  L I B E R A T I O N  

and  w e d ec id e d  to  tra in  in karate  as a p ractica l a c t io n . A s  a 
g roup  a c t iv ity  th is  te ll th rn u a h  b u t I jo in ed  th e  A u c k la n d  

U n iv e rs ity  b ran ch  o f th e  C H ID O K A N  S C H O O L iO F  K A R 

A T E  w h e re  th e  rates are very  reaso n ab le  ($ 1 5  per a n n u m ).

K n o w in g  th a t w o m en  g en era lly  are h ig h ly  su sce p tib le  to  

p h y s ica l a t ta c k  (i.e . th e  rap ist's  sex o b je c t ; the o b je c t  fo r  

h u sb a n d 's/ lo ver's  d isp laced  aggression) and  th a t " u p p it y "  

(m ale  e p ith e t) w o m e n  (i.e . fe m in ists , lesb ian s) tend  to  

aro use  e x tre m e  ab u se-attack  (fear) rea ctio n  in m en , it 

seem s q u ite  log ical th a t I p e rso n a lly , and  w o m e n  as a sex , 

sh o u ld  ta k e  p reven tative  a c tio n  and en su re  b oth  th e ir  o w n  

and th e ir  sisters' sa fe ty  w h en  it  is th rea ten ed .
K a ra te  is a m artia l art - evo lved  fo r  m ilita ry  p u rp o ses - 

w h ic h  in c lu d e s  b oth  d efen sive  and a tta ck in g  m oves. U n d e r

sta n d a b ly  it  d em an d s co n sid era b le  a p p lica t io n  and years of 

p ra ctice  fo r  a tru e  a p p rec ia tio n  o f  its w o rth .

A fte r  a lm o st 1 0  w eek s (one 9 0 -m in u te  sess io n  per w eek )

I have ad van ced  fro m  th e  b eg inners' w h ite  b e lt to  the  

orange. I feel th a t w ere  I a tta ck e d  su d d en ly  I w o u ld  rea ct  

q u ic k ly  and  u tilise  as fa r as possib le  th e  m o vem en ts w e  

have p ractised  o ver and over d u rin g  the  past tra in in g . T h is  

is n o t to  say  th a t I fee l to ta lly  c o n f id e n t at th is  stage o f  

co m p le te  se lf-p ro te ctio n , becau se  I d o n 't , y e t  co n v e rse ly  I 

d o  n o t feel u tte r ly  he lp less: I have w ell le a rn t p atte rn s  o f  

response  th a t can  be triggered in to  a c tio n  and in tim e  th ese  

w ill in crease  in n u m b er, speed and e ffectiven ess .

H o p e fu lly  th is  issue o f B R O A D S H E E T  w ill serve to  en 

courage m asses o f w o m en  to  a lo t som e very  w o rth w h ile  

tim e  to  tra in in g  o f th is  so rt. I t  is p ro b a b ly  ju s t  a n o th e r  

su b tle  co n se q u e n ce  o f  o u r c o n d itio n in g  as w o m en  th a t  

even m any fe m in ists  feel an aversio n  fo r  d isp la y in g  an in 

terest in "a  rough a c t iv ity "  su ch  as karate .

Think a b o u t it, s isters, and  jo in  me.

M A U R E E N  T H O M P S O N
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S o n e  evening when I  was abou t seventeen I  le ft  the University {  
library ab ou t ten at n igh t to  catch a bus hom e. T o  reach my  
bus-stop I  had to  e ith e r go  through A lb e r t  Park o r  make a wide 
d etou r to  avoid it. I  was tired  and co u ld n 't  be bothered  so started 
through the Park. When I  reached a p a rt o f  the park which was 
n o t very well l it , a y ou n g  Polynesian man came o u t fro m  behind  
a tree-trunk and towards me. “ Hey, ” he said, “ com e and have a 
drink. ” “N o  thanks, "  I  said and k ep t on  walking. He asked again 
and I  said no. Then he grabbed hold  o f  me and k ep t me s till while 
I  con tin ued  to  say I  d id n 't want to  go  w ith h im  and that I  had a bus 
to  catch. H e started to  p u ll me towards the tree. I t  was a huge 
M o re ton  Bay f ig  w ith its trunk abou t ten fe e t away fro m  the path.
I  cou ld  hear bottles c lin k in g  under the tree and voices. I  to ld  h im  
i f  he d id n 't le t me go  I  w ould scream. H e jus t laughed. Just then  
we heard foots teps  com in g  dow n the pa th  so he le t me g o  and went 
back to  where the others were. I  g o t  o u t o f  the park fast. When I  
saw the guy w ho had been com in g  dow n the path a fter me, I  
nearly died. He was an incred ib ly  weedy guy w ith a bald head and 
glasses. B u t he had saved me fro m  G od knows what.

When I  g o t  hom e, I  d id n 't te ll my parents. I  ju s t went in to  the bed
ro o m  and cried. M y  fa ther came in and fou n d  me there. A t  firs t 
I  didn t want to  te ll h im  what had happened. F o r  som e strange 
reason I  fe lt  ashamed. He insisted I  te ll h im  and when I  did he was 
fu rious  and rang up the p o lic e  station and blasted them  fo r  n o t  
p a tro llin g  the Park (a t that stage the Central P o lice  S ta tion  was 
in Princes St., oppos ite  the Park). He said I  should have gone  straight 
there m yself and to ld  them  what had happened. I  d o n 't  know  why 
I  d idn 't. Perhaps I  d id n 't realise t il l  I  g o t  hom e how  close I 'd  been 
ioJ2£j]2£_BU2£sLF— ^

EVERYDAY
VIOLENCE

"I was somewhere about the age of thirteen 
when this happened. We lived in an area 
where several farms came together and 
many of us aged 10-15 would collect to
gether at one of the farms to work and 
play and ride horses. One day, about a 
dozen of us had been together for the af
ternoon and the respective parents picked 
up half the group, leaving the other half 
with me as the only girl left behind.
I crossed the yard to get my jacket and 
started back by the boys to go home when 
the look of them frightened me and I 
stopped. They kept coming towards me 
and I began going in the opposite direction. 
They began to run. I kept ahead of them 
and ran across a paddock, through a narrow 
strip of wood and up the hill to another 
paddock where I knew one of the farmers 
was harrowing. He saw me coming and 
stopped the tractor. We talked about the 
weather and crops and heifers for about 
fifteen minutes. The boys stayed at the 
edge of the wood. After a while they went 
.back through the wood. "Will vou be 
alright? " the farmer asked. "I think so,"
I replied. He watched as I walked down 

fthe road. I went home.

I don't know what would have happened 
had that farmer not been tnere. I 
don't know what precipitated the boys' 
actions. I only remember that instinctive 
fear and the knowledge that I was in danger.

knew virtually nothing of the sex act or 
rape at that time. The boys were neigh
bours and

^ 4 ,‘ f 1’ 13 “  scrawny.skmny armed, rather lacking in the tooth department and constrained to wear coke- 
nottle-bottom spectacles.
Like many children, i belonged to a club which was run by a group of dedicated adults and its main 
activity was to introduce children to the awesome images of adulthood, like the parliament buildings and 
the oil refineries.
The trip to the capital city was planned months ahead of time, and all of use were very excited about 
going. Two days before the big trip, we all gathered, with parents, to discuss modes of transport and who 
would be in whose car.
When it came to me, the group leader decided to lump my sister, brother and myself in the same car. Now, 
that didn t seem a good idea to me, for one tires of one’s siblings very easily at that age. So I made a 
protest, which was listened to, and eventually got a place in a car of totally unrelated children.

o f y *n caP ^ ^  was very enjoyable, and our enjoyment was hightened when our driver (an old man 
of 19) suggested we have a snack and take in a movie before we headed back. Oh glory! I even remember 
he movie “The Bad and the Beautiful” , with Kirk Douglas.We got out of the movie about 10.30 and began 
ur 65 mile trek back to the small town. Unfortunately, the car had a flat tyre, and the spare tyre proved 

_ °  so that two hours were spent mucking about (with the children sleeping in the car) before our
iriver could deliver us to our respective homes.
\ light was in the window of my home, and I thought how nice it would be to be able to tell my mother 
md stepfather about the fabulous day I’d had. I got no such chance; hardly had I got in the front door 
han my stepfather grabbed me, and while shaking and cuffing me (my glasses fell o ff immediately) 
iccused me of deliberately choosing to go with the group that didn’t include my siblings just to indulge 
n all sorts of wicked behaviour. He screamed that he noticed (I hadn’t) that all the other children in my 
jroup were boys, and I hadn’t fooled him one bit. He then invited me to look at my mother, who was
X£ ng (i? .r 51 ^ , 0111 dldn>t fathom for yea« )  over in the comer. Then he took o ff his home made leather 
>elt and thrashed my back and bottom. Blood, welts, the whole bit. And a further stiffening o f my 
esolution that no man, ever, would have the right to dictate n y  actions.

O k
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T h e  Ex o rc is t
W ritten b y W illiam  B la tty  
D irected  b y W illiam  Fried k in

Appearing as she does very close to the 
end of the cast credits, on« would 
assume that the producers of "The 
Exorcist'7didn't rate Linda Blair as 
being very important to their film. Or 
perhaps their placing of her name so 
far down the list was some strange 
deference to the role of the child in 
our society. Or perhaps they had an 
instinct that what they had done to 
her wasn't commendable, and wished 
to feel she was insignificant.
The use of child actors is something 
we've long ago accepted in our society, 
and we know that most of these child 
actors have reached adulthood little 
the worse for their unique style of 
maturing. Shirley Temple and Freddie 
Bartholomew are two outstanding ex
amples of this. However it is impos
sible (for this reviewer) to recall a 
film in which a child actor was sub
jected to the performance of vile 
actions. And before the few admirers 
of the film object, let me ask them if 
they seriously consider that showing 
a child stabbing herself viciously in the 
groin is not a vile act?
When I read the book, "The Exorcist'', 
four years ago, I was enthralled for the 
hours it took to read it. Blatty has 
written a book which compellingly 
captures the reader's interest in the 
battle between good and evil. He 
wisely left most of the horrors to be 
visualised in the reader's mind, know
ing full well that we can scare the hell 
out of ourselves if we use our minds. 
Director William Friedkin has yet to 
learn this lesson. Or perhaps he was 
one of those little boys who had to 
pull the wings off flies to prove they 
couldn't fly without them.
After a few minutes of background 
(irrelevant in any case, as it said 
nothing) the vrewer is invited to a

feast of repellency that would put a 
hippo off its feed. And it is unneces
sary. How much more chilling to have 
the child looking normal but display
ing. "sophisticated" evil ideas, such as 
we saw in/;The Bad Seed", where Patty 
McCormack gave such a memorable 
portrayal of a study of evil in a child's 
body.
It really isn't worth the admission 
price, unless you happen to be inter
ested in technical effects and grotesque 
make-up. In both of those areas, the 
film was excellent.

— Sandi Hall

B O O K  R E V IE W

A  M atter of People  
Dom  Moraes
A nd re  D eutsch (paperback) $ 2 .0 0

In February 1973, the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities asked 
Dom Moraes, a well known poet and 
journalist, to write a personal-exper
ience book about world population 
problems.

Withbis remarkable flair for illum
inating phrases, Dom Moraes called the 
book 'A  Matter of People.' The book 
explores the human reality behind the 
demographic discussions of the prob
lems which concern every human be
ing and which were the focal point of 
the World Population Conference held 
in Bucharest in June, this year.

No surprising statistics emerge from 
the book, and we are presented with 
no solution to this indescribably com
plex problem. However, the book is 
extremely valuable in its vivid descr
iptions of the problem of deciding 
whether or not to have children in a 
variety of religious and social systems. 
It is easier to understand the alarming 
increase in India's population when we

are presented with the problem from 
the viewpoint of several Indian women.

And although our society may dis
miss it as ridiculous, the fact that 
many races sincerely believe birth con
trol to be a western plot to keep sub
jugated the non-Caucasian races makes 
this an area that needs very delicate 
handling if gains in the area are to be 
made at all.

Dom Moraes brings all the concen
trated word power of a professional 
writer to the often unsavoury situat
ions he met in his research travels. One 
of the most appalling problems is to be 
found in New York and his chapters 
on this city are eye-openers indeed.

The people who feel birth control 
should be practised by the Indians, the 
Africans and the Chinese, because the 
rest of us are sensible, are not the 
people who will be likely to read this 
book. Which is a pity, as they are most 
likely to be the people causing the 
population problem in our own socie
ty to become so acute.

Sandi Hall

T E L E V I S I O N

Miss New Zealand time again and it's 
all getting worse - which is a good 
thing. The whole embarrassing fiasco 
made the most boring television I've 
seen for some time. And from what I 
have heard and read, a lot of people 
agree with me.
Most of the girls seem to have very up
tight minds. 'Thursday' reported the 
comments of some of the contestants. 
In particular,their comments about a 
woman who had had a baby and who 
was cast out from among the contest
ants because of this can only be descr
ibed as non-thinking and viciously un
sympathetic. Their condemnations of



the other girl's morals were uttered in 
phrases which sounded like the result 
of brain-washing, not thought. How
ever, as was all too painfully obvious, 
they were not there to be judged for 
their brains,but for their beauty. But 
surely if they are to be judged on sex
ual attractiveness, the final test should 
be their orgasm potential? On the con
trary we are informed they all have to

be 'nice' girls -- I presume that means 
either under-sexed or accomplished 
liars. A colleague, Maggie Tully, has 
pointed out that girls judged on fleshy 
beauty should not be expected to be
have like icicles.
Most insulting ad I've seen for a long 
time,but one of the most ineffectual, 
as it's so blatantly patently foolish is 
the Clairol one that tells us over-25-

year-olds that we are not getting older 
we are getting better.
Some ads are more insidious. This 
young attractive thing must be detnol- 
ished. I wouldn't be at all surprised if 
the advertising insistence on young 
and beautiful always allied etc, isn't at 
the root of a good few neuroses in 
middle aged women.

Joanne Edwards

B O O K  R E V IE W

W hen M others W ork  
b y Ev e lyn  Shafner  
Pacific  Press, Santa Barbara  
C a lifo rn ia , 1972

Feminists would, I hope, never 
be guilty of such unscientific, 
emotive writing about women's 
roles as this Aunty Tom .Ite m : 

story of a girl with a drug prob
lem who felt she had been 
abandoned by her parents in 
an expensive nursery with a 
rough supervisor. Unspoken 
conclusion?AII people with 
drug problems have working 
mothers. Spoken conclusion: 
"She spoke with such emo
tion that when she was finished I 
felt as if I had been wrung dry.
I k n e w  th en  th a t  th is  w as to  be  

th e  cu lm in a tin g  e x p e rie n ce  

th a t w o u ld  aro use  me to  w rite  

a b o o k  a b o u t w o rk in g  m o th e rs ."

Ite m : (after describing the con
dition of the working mother 
coming home and attending 
to home chores - as "Harried, 
busy and nervous"),"If there 
is a father in the household, 
he too is in need of rest at the 
end of the working day. His work 
is probably more strenuous than 
his wife's, involving more pres

sure and strain, for he must bear 
the main burden of providing 
for the family. It has been pro
posed that there be husband- 
wife division of labours, but a man 
who works hard is not in the mood 
to go fifty-fifty in changing the 
diapers and washing the dishes.
He would prefer, and is entitled 
to, an appetizing dinner already 
set on the table, a leisurely shower, 
restful play with the children,and 
relaxation and diversion."

E x a m p le  o f  "  re se a rch "  m e th o d s :

(Evelyn Shafner has a Masters 
degree in Elementary Education 
from Colorado University,be
lieve it or not!). When quest
ioning one of a group of long 
term prisoners on his back
ground: ' "Tom " ', I smiled at 
him as he looked intently at me.
He had the worn dissipated, 
anxious manner of a prisoner.
"You mentioned that both 
of your parents are profession
al people." He nodded in assent. 
"Do you mind if I ask you a 
personal question? "  " I can 
always refuse," he answered 
quietly. "Did they both work 
when you were a small child?'
He murmured softly, "Yes"
"Tom ” , I continued, "do you 
think that being left with some 
one other than your own mother 
when you were very young

had anything to do with the  ̂
situation you find yourself in 
today?" He moved closer to 
me as if he had found a friend.
"You are very perceptive," he 
said thoughtfully 
The whole book is an emotive 
plea to mothers not to work 
because it will ruin their child
ren. The argument is mostly 
based on opinion and the heart
rending stories of people she 
knows. There are no references 
or bibliography. A  tiny con
cession is made to mothers 
who must work for financial 
reasons and a few pages of advice 
on choosing day-care centres, 
working different hours from 
onds husband and working at 
home are included. Here, Broad
sheet readers may wonder why 
I bother to comment on this 

trash. The reason is that I found 
it in a research library,promin
ently displayed for the use of 
researchers and people who have 
some say in deciding policy on the 
provision of day care centres for 
working mothers. I suggest that 
readers check their library for 
this book and if they find it, take 
it out of circulation by borrow
ing and renewing it repeatedly.
You won't want to read it.

Karen Butterworth 

________________________________________)

a n



Send your contributions for the Hogwash pages to
-T' '

Executive Women of 
All Ages . . .
W e have been fortunate in ob
taining the services of:

Marie Stuttard
Speech and Grooming Consultant
An appointment with her will 
undoubtedly be, advantageous to 
all seeking improvement. To learn 
more about how she can help you 

Telephone 71-883 
All inquiries welcomed

Specializing in female Executives. 
Communications,. Publicity, Training. 

P.O. BOX 5799, TELEPHONE 71-883

PERSONELLE (Consultants) LTD

Broadsheet, P.O. Box 47261, Auckland.
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QUALITY KNITWEAR N.Z. 
LTD

Require a salesman (or top line saleswoman con
sidered) to be trained to service our many valued 
clients and to open new accounts.

Excellent remuneration.

For appointment —

PHONE 492-107 HAMILTON

Ask for the

Manager

tUlihouT£o

o f  & Wfac-
- f o r

A CRUMPET 
CATCHER 

$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  Dep.
Na shortage of materials for 
the swinging bachelor in fact 
we’re right .on Takapuna 
Beach in the most rivate 
part of it. Watch the sea 
birds land on your sundeck 
and lose their feathers. A 
pad made of shag-pile car
pets and groovy felt wallpap
ers. A magnificent kitchen 
with mosaic benches and a 
lounge with fantastic views 
across the beach, Rangitoto 
and Channel. Built in mir
rored bar and a master brm 
facing the sea with shag-pUe 
throughout. If you’re not 
past it come now call Daddio

ho !> wash
M



HWEAE CALIBRATING CWR^RTHDAY^Vp E C ^ B R A

Daddy, 
Why is 
Mummy 
so fat!
Ouch! That hurt!
But what are other people saying? 
Don't worry — the House of Eve is 
devoted to the problems of the 

ISN T  IT ABOUTTIM E YOU DID

“About the same time Jimmy 
Peterson started to notice 

that I actually existed,
I started to notice my face.” 

“Exploding!”
“The pimples I was so certain 

weren’t going to happen 
to me were suddenly there, 

staring me in the face.” 
“My elder sister 

(she’s married now) 
told me about Bio-Clear. 

Bio-Clear Medicated Wash and 
Bio-Clear Medicated Cream.”

llM iu t  _ v  

a*
“I tried Bio-Clear. IncredfMfeT 

"The Bio-Clear Wash was Ifltc 
a luxurious sponge drawing out all 

the horrible oil and staff.” , 
Bio-Clear “And the Bio-Clear 
Medicated Medicated Cream was 
Wash like insurance.

Fd dab it on every day to 
be safe. Anyway that was 

three years ago.”
“I’ve still got Jii 

Peterson. Oh, i 
Medicated I’ve still got Bi 
Cream “Just in cast

HnM^°nfSc ° V Eve is celebra,ing its' birthday. In Just two short years the

with Sanatherm treatments and the sensible BalCal eating plan, 

« « n n a fn  PlVte,eph0ne for 3 E R E E ' no consultation. Your
Ib o  an H Sramme 'S uea,ed t 0  9et V9U slim- lithe and attrant i» .  For
treatment1 ° ? °  T ! ' Week V0U have a relaxing, restful Sanatherm t eatment. Our cheerful counsellors show how easy it is to keep vour

W HAT C O U m  r ^ a c ic b  exclusi',e BalCal sensible eating plan. WHAT COULD BE  EA S IER  OR MORE EXCITIN G !

Telephone right now for your F R E E , no obligation, consultation.

LONDON, — Georgette 
Heyer, the romantic and
historical novelist, h assled  f  
in London. She was(71^— ^

She was the author of 
more than 59 books, most 
of which are still in print. 
Her last, entitled “Lady 
of Quality” was published 
in 1972.

Miss Heyer was 17 when 
she began writing her first 
book, “The Black Moth.” 
It was accepted for publi
cation on its first submis
sion and was issued in Sep
tember 1921. It is still sell
ing.

Her steady output was 
widely read all over the 
world, but she always 
shunned personal pnblicity, 
firmly maintaining that her 
readers would find all they 
needed to know about her 
through reading her books.

In 1925 she married 
George Ronal Kougier, a 
mining engineer and in the 
next six years went with 
him to Tanganyika and 
Macedonia, before settling 
in Sussex and, later, Lon
don.

Georgette Heyer, at a more 
romantic age. /

For the past 25 years, 
they lived in Albany, the 
select lodgings in Picca
dilly for the wealthy, where 
most of her Regency period 
books were written.

Apart from her historical 
novels, she wrote 11 detec
tive stories, relying on her 
husband for the plots. — 
NZPA — Reuter.

n-feuc person. A Starting datecould be either before ^  U1C r A-gTartihg”
present commitments. ^  ^  3 er the holiday Period dependent on
Alex Harvey Industries Limited. 3 lolls Poad, Penrose (contact Mr. T. Reillv
or Education. It would be helpful if ~ xn ex mer-nsycnoio
testing as defined bv the m 7 n ■ n r ^ Wf*'e able to qualify for 1C'1 grade 
training position ?! G° UnCl1 for Educational Research. This is a

staff induction and a variety of o t h e r ' p™ cedures including testing, 
Management Development (Management By Objectives) and Special^Projects.

raken from the Auckland University Graduates’ 
Employment Office Newsletter
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Last month we mentioned in the Feminist Diary that 
Mr. T. Skinner had said to the Select Committee on 
Women’s Rights that women could not expect men 
to take them by the hand and lead them in the fight 
for equal pay and rights.

Margaret Hudson o f Christchurch sent us this little 
poem in reply. t
Reflections on remarks made in a submission to the 
Select Committee on Women’s Rights by Mr. Tom 
Skinner, President o f the Federation o f Labour.

We don’t want the moon, Mr. Skinner,
Even if it’s made of dreams or cheese,
We do want Fair Representation 
On your Union Committees please.

It’s as wrong to Push Us In, Mr. Skinner,
As it has been to Keep Us Out.
Move over at the Top, Mr. Skinner,
On the Union Committee roundabout.

Margaret Hudson,
___________________ Christchurch

The sexual double standard, which decrees that men 
are entitled to “ sow their wild oats”  before marriage 
and “ have a little bit on the side”  after marriage and 
that women should not, is not new. Two hundred 
years ago the same sort o f “ morality”  flourished.

T o  H .R .H  H e n ry  F red e rick , D u k e  o f  C u m b erlan d

S uch  is the Iq t  unhappy  w om en  f in d  
A n d  such the ruse en ta iled  u p on  o u r  k ind  
T h a t m an, the lawless lib e rtin e ,m a y  rove  
F ree  and u n q u e s tio n 'd  th rou gh  the wilds o f  lo v e ; 
B u t  w om an, sense and na tu re 's  easy fo o l,
I f  p o o r  weak w om an sw erved f r o m  v irtu e 's  rule, 
I f  s tro n g ly  charm ed , she q u it  the th o rn y  way, 
A n d  in  the s m o o th e r  pa ths  o f  p leasure stray, 
R u in  ensues, rep roa ch  and endless shame,
A n d  one  false s tep  e n tire ly  dam ns h e r  fa m e :
In  vain lo o k  back to  w hat she was b e fo re ,
She sets - like  stars tha t fa ll - to  rise n o  m ore.

from: The Continuation of the North Briton 
No 172, Saturday, July 19, 1770.

(in reference to the above mentioned prince’s 
intrigue with the Lady o f Lord Grosvenor.)

Friend delivering children to Myers Park Kindergarten on 
July 3rd encountered the mass rally o f strikers making 
their way from the YMCA to Queen Street via 
Myers Park. Her car was forced to a halt by the incon
siderate behaviour of the men. While waiting for the way to 
clear, one striker peered through her car window, looked 
her up and down and said: “ She’s no good. She’s 
wearing a maxi.”

Sandra Coney

5o i|0L (JfiAT
rA^vuos C7>we d (X M *& c\tJ

This cartoon is taken from "The Little Prick", a book of drawings 
and captions by Zizi. The booklet is available from The Zizi Press, 
525 West 125th Street, New York, N.Y. 10027. U.S.A. Send $1.40 
for book and airmail postage.



Early in June the finals o f the annual North Island 
sheepdog trial championships were held at Ngongotaha. 
Not really something o f interest to a feminist magazine, 
you’re thinking. But this year something was different 
about the sheepdog championships - a WOMAN ent
ered. Pauline King and her dog Boy entered the Long 
Head event and did very well, reaching the finals.
The New Zealand Herald of June 3 covered the event 
with a report headed “ Time Defeats Mrs King” . It 
read as follows:

“ T im e  lik e  an e v e r -ro llin g  tide  d efea ted  an a ttra c tive  
Haw kes Bay fa rm  w ife , Mrs. P au line  K in g , in the finals  
o f  the N o r th  Is land  sheep d og  tria l ch a m p ion sh ip s  a t 
N go n go ta h a  on  Saturday.

P re tty  as a p ic tu re  and very tr im  in a ta ilo red  tw eed  
s u it o f  p a le  b lue ,M rs  K in g  tried  va lian tly  to  win the  
tes ting  L o n g  H ead eve n t w ith  h e r  s ix -yea r o ld  dog,
B oy . ...M rs. K in g , one  o f  the few  w om en  ever to  c o m 
p e te  a t this level, fin ish ed  last o f  the seven fina lists  a fte r  
a fo u r th  p la c in g  in B o y 's  f irs t  run  ea rlie r  in the week. 
She h id  h e r  very na tu ra l d isa p p o in tm en t b eh ind  a 
sm ile  and a sm a ll shake o f  h e r  head and w on  sym pa th y  
even f r o m  the m ale c o m p e tito rs  in a large c ro w d  o f  
specta tors . ...M rs .K in g ... had the m is fo rtu n e  to  en 
c o u n te r  one  p a rticu la r ly  s tu b b o rn  sheep in h e r  trio.
T h e  w re tched  a n im a l,pers is ten tly  b reak ing  f r o m  the 
g ro u p  as B o y  b ro u g h t them  d ow n the s lope, p r o v o 
ked  a m ale c o m m e n t:  “ I 'd  soon  f ix  tha t sw ine w ith  
a coupte^& f g o o d  p ig  dogs. ”

B u t  i t  was n o t  a ll ga llan try  in a w om an 's  cause. As 
B oy , c ro u c h in g  lo w  tow ard  the g ro u n d  w ith  paw  o u t 
s tre tched , h e ld  his sheep tow ard  the fin ish  w ith  the  
u tm o s t  stea lth , a m ale ch a u v in is t rem a rk ed : “ T y p ic a l 
w om an. She th inks she's g o t  a ll the tim e  in the w orld . "  
Mrs. K in g , a y oun g ish  m o th e r  - o f -  f o u r  w ho helps  
h er husband run  a 500-acre  p ro p e r ty  ... "

Now, it doesn’t bear repeating what feminists think 
about this sort o f reporting, since you’re probably 
thinking it yourself. However, this newspaper item 
opens up all sorts of possibilities for imaginative 
reporting o f sporting events. Continuing the report 
in this style, we could write:

“ An u n lu ck y  c o m p e t i t o r  was M r. L . S m ith  o f  
M a sterton . R u gg ed ly  handsom e, M r. S m ith  chose  an 
o ile d  b lack  japara parka  to  w ear f o r  the days c o m p 
e tit io n . T h is  parka  is a treasured fa m ily  h e ir lo o m  and is 
passed dow n  f r o m  fa th e r  to  son. T h e  nam es o f  ten  
gen era tion s  o f  S m ith s  are in scrib ed  in  the le f t  u n d er
arm. U n d e r his parka  we c o u ld  see a g lim pse  o f  M r. 
S m ith 's  ga ily  ch e ck ed  w o o llen  s h irt w hich  was c o lo u r -  
c o -o rd in a te d  w ith  the label on  his S k e lle ru p  gu m b o o ts . 
H is socks were, k n it te d  by his w ife  f r o m  the w o o l 
she spun h e rs e lf f r o m  a black sheep k e p t  on  the 
S m ith  p ro p e r ty  especia lly  f o r  tha t pu rpose .

M a n y  a d m ir in g  glances were cast in  M r. S m ith 's  
d ire c tio n  by fem a le  sp ecta tors  as he to o k  to  the fie ld ' 
w ith  his d o g  Joe , in the short-h ea d  and ya rd  section . 
U n fo rtu n a te ly , as this p o p u la r  fa th e r  -o f - tw o  to o k  
to  the w ind -sw ept fie ld , a wasp lig h te d  on  one  o f  Joe 's  
testicles. (T h e re  was som e s p ecu la tion  la te r  in the  
re fre sh m e n t te n t a b o u t w hy the wasp h o m e d  in  there.

M r. M .J. W ilson o f  “ W a ite a " ,Ponga roa , suggested  
tha t wasps are a ttra c te d  to  blue. We asked M r. J. S im m s  
o f  the A u ck la n d  M u s eu m  f o r  his c o m m e n ts  on  this 
th eo ry  and his rem arks appear in the N a tu ra l H is 
to ry  s ec tio n  o f  this p a p e r on  Page 16 .) T h e  wasp

appears to  have s tu n g  Joe, f o r  he lea p t fo rw a rd  

and sank his tee th  in to  the ru m p  o f  the sheep stand
i n g  in  f r o n t  o f  h im . Th is  caused the sheep to  s ca tte r  
and fle e  to  the fu r th e s t co rn ers  o f  the fie ld , u n d o in g  
all the p a t ie n t  w ork  o f  the last ten m inutes. M r. S  
S m ith , unnerved  by this m ishap, was seen to  lash 
o u t  w ith  the toe  o f  his sh iny  b lack S k e lle ru p  g u m b o o t  
and o n ce  m o re  h it  the hapless Joe  w here the wasp 
had been. Joe  y e lp ed  and le f t  the fie ld . “Just lik e  a 
m a n ", the w om an n e x t  to  m e was heard  to  rem ark, 
w hile M r. S m ith  w histled  f o r  Jo e  to  re tu rn , b u t to  
no avail. A  very d isa p p o in ted  man le f t  the show  f ie ld  
to  be fo llo w e d  by M r. M c G re g o r  o f  T e  A w a m u tu .

A n y o n e  see ing a black and w hite  sheep -d og  a rou n d  
the sh ow grou n d  is asked to  c o n ta c t  M r. L . S m ith  a t  
p h o n e  n u m b e r  36  M a s te rto n T

Sandra Coney

■MR.3MITH...
taĉ ullv ia

There are times when I think I ’ve failed. There are 
times when my boys ( IV2 & 14 yrs) make me rea
lize that all is not egalitarian here. But last night, while 
watching “ It’s in the Bag”  with that supreme example 
of male chauvinism Selwyn Toogood putting on a 
display for a young man who had the choice between 
$150 and a bag, I realized not all that appeared failure 
was total failure. The bag contained a voucher for 
an automatic washer and dryer, and the young man 
had chosen the bag. Mr. Toogood just about fell apart 
with mortification. The young man was proud. Mr. 
Toogood murmured nothings about how the young 
man could be sweet to his future wife by beginning 
a future home with such modern equipment.
My 14 year old son just sank back in his chair, his face 
flushed with envy and with a low,uneven voice said:
“ Boy, would I like to win a bag like that! Washing 
with an automatic! You know, you just have to drop 
the clothes in and walk away. And a dryer too! No 
more hanging out!”
As Mr. Toogood was muttering on about a mini

bike, the prize the young man should have wanted 
and gotten, “ A washer and dryer beat a bike! Hey 
Dad, guess what that kid won!”  said my son.

-Joan Simmons
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ABROAD
S Y D N E Y .}
The following submissions have been sent to Canberra 
as ideas for celebrating International Women’s Year, 
1975. Government finance will be available for 
approved projects.
1. Simultaneous Sydnev-wide forums culminating
in a State forum with finance for organization, in
cluding a body to devote 6 - 7 months full-time on 
the job. * !
2. Research into wife-battery. Finance would allow 
for first-class work by qualified people. Little is 
known and virtually nothing published in this area.
3. Women’s Studies library and resources centre;
a submission for the establishment and annual running 
costs of a central repository o f all known material 
relevant to women’s affairs. The Centre would in
corporate small-scale research activities, a public 
library, small graphics and printery workshop, a 
lecture/film and exhibition room, and public 
information service, plus educational resource 
material for loan to groups,schools, etc.
4. Women’s International Festival; requests for 
funds for hiring the Opera House for a week-long 
festival of films, drama, concerts, meetings, etc with 
feminists from overseas.

• * ' JjA A ‘ 7 i ■■ '
M E L B O U R N E
Also following Sydney’s lead, Melbourne sisters 
have found a house ānd are planning to squat in it 
as a first step to establishing a women’s shelter.

R E F R A C T O R Y  G I R L

Refractory Girl, an Australian feminist magazine, has 
reported on a study done at the University of New South 
Wales about the factors affecting students’ decision to stay 
at school. 86 sixth form (about 17 years old) students were 
interviewed.

One finding was that:

78% of boys agreed that they needed more education than 
girls while only 35% of girls agreed. The boys tended to 
explain their agreement in terms of being the head of a 
future family and the girls rested their disagreement on the
desire for sexual equality.”

’ .K s . • :■ y ' ' : ' ' - c  i r - . ■ ■ • ■/ , ;■ ■ As*
An encouraging discrepancy which makes one think ahead 
a few years to a number of disgruntled young men searching 
vainly for families to head.

V IE T N A M

In 1962 only 20% of the toal number of state em
ployees and workers were women. But in 1972 the 
proportion raised to 42%.Women skilled workers 
or women technical and scientific cadres accounted 
for 33% of the total number.
Nearly 7,000 presidents or vice-presidents of co
operatives are women. Women account for 11% 
of the membership of the National Assembly of 
second legislature and 29.76% of that o f the fourth 
legislature (1971) . They make up 40% of the 
membership of the people’s councils at various 
levels. There are 130 women directors of factories, 
twice as many as in 1965.
(Taken from the Vietnam New Bulletin,No.4/74)

A D E L A I D E
Inspired by the achievements o f Sydney women, 
the movement in Adelaide hopes to establish a 
women’s health centre, and a women’s shelter. 
Discussions on both projects are underway.

A game of tennis, by George du Maurier, 1880 (from The Victorians)

N EW  Y O R K  S T A T E

Majority Report, March 1974, claims that “  .. never 
in the history of the NY State Legislature have so muny 
Senate and Assembly Committees held hearings on 
women’s issues.”  This is seen as a result of last year’s 
work by N.O.W.in lobbying the legislature to raise 
consciousness to women’s issues to the end that 
oppressive laws be repealed and new enlightened laws 
be enacted.
“ This election year, at long last the politicians are 
beginning to realize that women comprise 53% o f the 
electorate, and that.our demands must be met.

B R IT A IN

The M. S. Campaign has won its first victory by getting 
Ms allowed on passports. They are now thinking 
of going through the Oxford English Dictionary 
to wipe out sexist references and definitions.
Virago Limited, feminist publishing house, would 
like to hear from any women in the movement who 
want to write a book. 27 Smith St,London, SW3 4EW.
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AT HOME
N.O.W. CHRISTCHURCH

We have heard from the solicitors o f Price Milburn 
(publishers o f Infant Readers which we attacked in 
our submissions). They have agreed to drop the 
threat o f defamation charge because we were well 
meaning and complied with their conditions. Besides, 
we have since learned that the Council for Equal 
Pay and Opportunity also made a survey o f infant 
readers, a much more thorough one than ours as it 
was done statistically, and they came up with the 
same conclusions as we did.
Education Sub-Committee: We are planning to 
start on vocational guidance in the schools to see 
whether all jobs are indeed open to girls, to look at 
illustrations in vocational literature (do they stereo
type? ) and to find out i f  we can , whether girls 
are actively encouraged to go into unusual occupations.

H.O.W. HAMILTON
Gynaecomnemonicothanasia, or “ memories o f 
women die” . A  group o f people is beginning to re
trieve, store and collect all published and unpublished 
material - essays,dissertations,parliamentary sub
missions, reports, speeches, talks,articles, newslet
ters, etc., which preserve the thoughts, activities 
and advertisements o f contemporary women and girls. 
This storehouse, to be eventually housed in the 
University o f Waikato’s new library would be used by 
students and speakers for women’s groups, and would 
encourage the formal implementation o f studies o f 
women in schools and universities. I f  you can con
tribute, get in touch with the Sociology Dept., 
University o f Waikato, Hamilton.

N.O.W. WELLINGTON

A  political sub-group is discussing the local body 
issues and the best ways to investigate and influ
ence candidates.
A t a meeting attended by a variety o f women’s 
groups including NOW, a steering committee was 
set up to start work on next year’s convention to be 
held in Wellington next August. Early next year 
more people will be wanted to help with the pra
ctical work and the running o f the convention.
Ideas on how to make the convention more parti
cipatory , or in any way better than the Auckland 
one (? ) ,please contact Deirdre Milne, c/o NOW,
Box 9090 Wellington.

DUNEDIN COLLECTIVE

A  new introductory course entitled “ Course for 
Women”  is to be held at 19 Frame St. during the 
winter term. The charge will be 50<t per night, and 
two subjects from the following list will be cover
ed each evening:
Day care/Child care; Equal Pay; Solo Parents; Aims 

and Objectives; Politics; Health; Abortion; Steriliz
ation; Gay Women; and Divorce.

AUCK. UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S LIBERATION

Meetings held every Monday 1 -  2 in Room 217 o f 
the Student Union. The group is currently working 
on drumming up support from University staff for

awofmen’sstudies course. Consciousness 
o r^ n fcK  T  arfumeet,ng regularly and more will be 
organised when there are enough new people interested.

Phone Kay Switzer: 548-344 evenings.

INVERCARG ILL COLLECTIVE

We are now meeting fortnightly -having a discussion 
type night one week and a business type night the 
following fortnight. We have about twenty in the 
group at the moment, with a great scarcity o f single 
women. We’re doing our first public speaking effort 
on July 10th for the local National party branch, 
and have been invited to do a talkback show on 
radio, in the near future. We propose to use the 1973 
United Women’s Convention book as the basis for 
future discussion nights. I f  you happen to pass this 
way (on route to Antarctica) contact Pat Roddick 
at 42 Albert St. or Pip Priestley ,Phone 86-490

WELLINGTON

Feminists in Wellington are working on the proposed 1975 
United Women’s Convention to be held in the Wellington 
showgrounds. We will publish more concrete details when 
they come to hand.

r e t r a in in g  a w a r d s  f o r  w o m e n

The Auckland Branch o f the New Zealand Federation o f 
University Women is offering awards o f at least $100 to 
mature women who wish to undertake a short course o f 
training or re-training. Applications for these Tressa 
Thomas awards are now invited from women through New 
Zealand. The applicants need not necessarily be University 
graduates. The awards are designed to assist then? either to 
return to their profession, or to take up paid o r - voluntaryr 
work in the community. Applications close on 30 September 
lorm s and further information are obtainable from the 
President o f the Auckland Branch, N.Z.F.U.W.: Dr C.J. 
O ’Connor, 138 Ngapuhi Road, Auckland 5.

FIRST SEX, SECOND SEX

The booklet ‘ First Sex,Second Sex’ put out by 
the Dunedin Collective for Woman, which 
formed the basis for last month’s article on in
fant readers can be purchased for 35 cents a 
copy from: The Dunedin Collective for 
Woman, Box 446, Dunedin. Add a few cents 
for stamps. Groups can purchase 10 copies 
for $2.50
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send $4.00
to: 48 S t Andrew s Rd 
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commencing month:

THE CIRCLE
the  lesbian magazine

$4
per year 

p.o. box 4 27 
W aterloo Quay Wellington

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Rates: $1 per column inch

LIBERATION 
BOOK SHOP

123 Willis St, W ELLINGTON 

Telephone 558 967

FEM IN IST M AGAZINES AND BOOKS 

L E F T  WING M AGAZINES AND BOOKS 

SECONDHAND TEXTB O O K S

DOCTOR DUNCAN
KKVOLiniOX
BOOKSHOP
FEMINIST & GAY LIBERATION RESOURCES

A COOPERATIVE NON-PROFIT BOOKSERV1CE 
Non-scxist & quality homosexual literature.
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KEEP INFORMED! SUBSCRIBE TO OUR 
MONTHLY BOOKNEWS -  $ l-so per year

BOX 111 P.Q EASTWOOD STH. AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIA 5063
Telephone Adelaide (08)267-3159

broadsheet
the magazine for women 
who are learning to be liberated

Send fo r  a set of 7d iffe ren t 
back issues fo r $1.00
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(SNOW G§em inair

Saturday 10 August, 9.45 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Trades Hall, 145-151 Great North Road Auckland.

Bring your lunch, refreshments provided. All feminists welcome. Cost $1.50 each.

Those who enjoyed the United Women’s Convention or missed it, will find this seminar interesting Following m , 
rru.de to the Select Committee on Women’s Rights we have decided to have fu rth erX u ss fon son
M D ' Jell,cu,ch wb°  was unable t0 acc«P t out invitation, has expressed great interest and has asked that a renort o f the d' 
proceedings be sent to her and each member o f that committee, as a matter o f interest only, not as submissions.

As part o f NOW policy in keeping influential people informed on the Feminist 
National M.P.’s and their wives as observers with rights o f personal comment. Movement, we have invited some Labour and

The hall will be open by 9.30 a.m., to allow people to put their names on the aonronriatp lists fr>r sm^n h;* 
refreshments will be served. A t 9.45 a.m. the seminar will start, chaired by Mihi Strother The morning will c o v e ^ d K L n  
on the payment o f an allowance for those people caring for dependants and a parent wage. Toni Church and Z m e X ' r f  
the subcommittee studying this topic will guide discussion members ot

We would like all NOW members who are standing as candidates for the coming local body 
be endorsed by the members. They will be introduced prior to lunch, from 12.30 to 1.30.

elections to attend so that they may

fdIn ?  ur™ 6 ° eed f° r & Women s Bureau backed by legislation, 2. Women at work, in the trade unions,
atUtudes o f the F.O.L. 3. Women and the Superannuation Bill.A panel discussion by Dr Fraser McDonald, Ms McDonald,
Dr Hillary Weeks and Dr Jennifer Wilson on points raised by the sub-committee which is investigating ‘the attitudes and 
problems o f medical services affecting women and the implementation o f family planning’ . These speakers will be at liberty to 
speak in any way they wish and be not necessarily in agreement with NOW policy.

3.15 - 3.30 Afternoon tea break
We would like to spend the remaining time tidying up points from discussion and 
executive and sub-committees on principles, policy or future action.

any resolutions or directions to the NOW

N.O.W. Seminar Saturday 10 August 9.45a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cost $ 1.50 each (send cheques to N.O.W., P.O. Box 2946, Auckland)

1 enclose to cover admission
I need a billet 
I can billet

Name..................................................................

Address.........................................................

Phone.......................

Seminar Secretary: Pat Stockley phone 559-685
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UNITED WOMENS
CONVENTION
REPORT
1973

G e t your copy of the 80  page C onvention Report
' eūtTiērē" ”

I ENCLOSE $ ______ fo r________ copy(ies) of the UNITED WOMEN'S
CONVENTION BOOK (at $1.50 per book)

P lease  send  my co p ie s  to

(Make cheques payable to: “ WOMENIS CONVENTION BOOK
Send to: Rosemary Ronald, 48 St Andrews Rd, Epsom, Auckland.


