


"fonting up -
the workers' report 
to the readers

broadsheet
the magazine for women 
who are learning to be liberated

Many thanks to all our readers who have helped by sending 
donations, sheets of partly used letraset, letters, advertise
ments etc. We still need help in all these areas though so 
keep supporting us, won’t you.
We now have a list of about ten people who have offered to 
help on the magazine and we are going to have a meeting 
for all these people at the beginning of December to intro
duce them to other workers on the magazine and tell them 
how the magazine is produced. Any other people who are 
interested in helping can ring Sandra Coney, Ph 764-893.
We urgently need envelopes for recycling. Can you save up 
envelopes that would take a Broadsheet unfolded or folded 
in two and send them to Box 47-261? We can save money 
by recycling. We also need boxes to keep our letraset in.
At the moment it’s all kept in a heap on a desk and is always 
in a mess which is very frustrating for those working on lay
out. Could anyone who has access to large flat boxes e.g. 
stencil boxes or photographic paper boxes, that they could 
spare please ring Sandra, Ph 764-893.
This last plea is made in the vague hope that we have a very 
rich and supportive reader somewhere in New Zealand. How 
would you like to donate a piece of equipment to Broadsheet? 
At the moment we get by with rather improvised equipment, 
particularly when laying out the magazine. The sort of things 
we do without but would like are: a tape recorder for inter
viewing, a light-box, a waxing machine. Who’d like to give 
us a Christmas present?

Send for a set of 7different 
back issues for $ 1.00
to:48St Andrews Rd., 

Auckland 3

A number of our readers have expressed interest in the 
non-stereotyped infant readers available in Albania as 
discussed in our July issue. We would like to hear from 
anyone who is involved in rewriting the New Zealand 
readers or knows of anyone who is. doing this. STOP PRESS

FIRST SEX, SECOND SEX

A critical look at sexism in New Zealand infant readers 
put out by the Dunedin Collective for Women. Send 35c 
per copy and a few cents for postage to:
The Dunedin Collective for Women,
P.O. Box 446,
DUNEDIN.
Groups can purchase 10 copies for $2.50.

UNITED WOMEN’S CONVENTION REPORT

Get your copy of this report containing speeches, work
shop reports and many photos from:
48 St Andrews Rd,
Epsom,
AUCKLAND.
Cost $1.50 Make cheques payable to “ United Women’s 
Convention Book”.

8p.m. Tuesday 3 December,

Women’s Common Room,

Auckland University Students Association, 
34 Princes St.

Auckland Women’s Liberation meeting 

at which

Judith Wareham will be speaking on 

Women in the Trade Unions.

All welcome.
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letters
Dear Broadsheet,

I agree with Toni Church’s note of caution (Broadsheet 
no. 23 : ‘A Mother’s Wage : or Dependency 
Allowance’) and would like to make the following 
comments. x
Any support given to a proposal for a benefit 
for women who are full-time mothers must come only 
from those who realise the practical difficulties in 
bringing up children with insufficient financial support 
and who are interested in only a short term solution 
to many of the problems women face.
No person who maintains that a sexist society should be 
abolished can support a proposal to pay women a token 
sum (and that is all that is proposed) to be ‘professional’ 
and paid child rearers. At the very least a parenthood 
wage should be paid to either parent who stays at 
home full-time to mind children (and I would urge 
that the amount paid be decreased proportionately 
after 2 children). The wage/benefit proposed will 

! perpetuate the prevalent stereotypic expectation that 
because women bear children, they must also rear them. 
Attitude change will be slow, but if we embody in laws 
and regulations the idea that men can be ‘normal’ and 
rear children, they (laws) will act as a visible guide to men 
and women that this is so. There must not be a mother
hood anything!
Secondly, the status of women must of course be raised 
but the proposed $10, or even $20 per week is not 
going to do that. As Toni suggests, I suspect that in a 
society which measures personal worth in terms of 
dollars earned, such a small amount is in fact explicit 
recognition that mother’s work is dirty work. If a 
woman’s work was so attractive and full of worth, we can 
be assured that men would have long ago decided that 
it was a job needing male judgement and good sense. In 
fact, a woman does not spend all her time minding 
children; she spends it cleaning the house (Mitchell, 
Woman’s Estate 1962). As a recent Auckland study has 
shown (Thompson, unpublished, 1974), women who 
are also housewives spend a great deal of their time 
cooking, cleaning and doing the family shopping not 
because they enjoy it but because ‘others expect me 
to do it.’ -
We should not pay women to continue to do work which 
does not satisfy them, and which they do in inhuman 
conditions. Thus the third point -  isolation. Women 
work in social isolation.
In Thompson’s study a woman reported ‘The worst part 
is loneliness. Alone with a pre-school child you are 
isolated. It is not easy to get out and I didn’t have a 
car until this year. I can understand too well why women 
put children in day care and go out to work. Anything 
is better than staying at home all the time’. She is 
echoed by many others. The politics of isolating women, 
and then paying them to remain in isolation is what

/
we must be most on guard against. In isolation women 
are divided and powerless.
We must insist on change that will improve women’s 
position in the long run. As Elizabeth Reid suggests, we 
must select only those reforms which are conducive to 
restructuring a woman’s environment, i.e. we should 
spend money on pre-school and after-school child care 
centres. We must spend the money on developing 
opportunities for women to escape their isolation. While 
it is now seen that for women to be in the workforce is 
not enough, we must still have the structural 
opportunities to get out of the home : we must be free 
to become involved with our society. A Motherhood 
wage - together with the myth of the joys of mother
hood will ensure that woman remains a prisoner. We 
must fight against it.
Julie Thompson.

Broadsheet received a copy of the following letter from 
a Hamilton reader:

The Manager,
Maple Furnishing Company Limited.
Dear Sir,

I wish to protest vehemently against the archaic processes 
to which I was submitted in your credit department this 
afternoon.
An explanation of your policy in requiring my husband’s 
name and occupation is requested. My husband’s 
financial position has nothing to do with my transactions 
with your firm — since it is I (not my husband) who is 
paying your bill.
Consideration for your employee was the only reason 
that I did not take my business elsewhere.
I have been dealing with other firms in this city. In none 
of them have I been submitted to the humiliation which 
the discrimination inherent in your obsolescent system 
forces on your women customers.
Until I receive an explanation of your policy, plus an 
assurance that it will be abandoned, I shall be among 
those who do no further business with your firm, either 
here or in any other centre.
I am sending copies of this letter to the following :

(a) Your head office
(b) The Parliamentary Committee Enquiring into

Discrimination against Women in New Zealand
(c) All women’s organizations, both local and national,

whose policy it is to publicise and boycott firms 
that insult and humiliate women by discriminatory 
practices such as yours.

Ms Shirley Penfold 
Hamilton.
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Dear Broadsheet,

I must disagree with some of the ideas expressed by 
Florence Keene in the last issue. Ms Keene is obviously 
a very talented and energetic woman and I respect her 
achievements and am happy that she has had such a 
satisfactory marriage. But the problems women are suff
ering today are not going to be solved by the sort of sim
plistic remedies that Ms Keene would have us apply. Being 
able to go out one day a week without one’s children, or 
educating husbands in the “needs” of their wives is only 
recommending panaceas for much more deep-seated ills. 
And how can one “choose a good husband”? Men don’t 
become husbands until they marry and the overnight 
character change many men experience is entirely unpre
dictable.
I must also take issue with Ms Keene’s contention that for 
pioneer women “ there was no such thing as suburban 
neurosis ... Most of the women worked hard and were 
happy in their work, they didn’t have any time for discon

femin

tent. They had no time to think.” Yes, the pioneer 
women did work hard, but happy in their work? What 
alternatives did they have. Most were poorly educated, 
poor, continually pregnant, miscarrying or suckling and 
what would have been the fate of a woman who struck 
out on her own in early New Zealand? The pioneer 
women did what they did because there was no other alt
ernative. They just accepted their lot. I’m sure lots of 
them loved their husbands and their families, but happy? 
Happy bearing children year after year in primitive cond
itions, suffering from prolapsed wombs and gynaecolog
ical disorders with imeans of relief at hands dying in 
childbirth, losing their children to accidents and disease, 
many terrorised by the Maoris and miles from the 
company of other women. I’m sure I have only done a 
fraction of the research of this period that Ms Keene has 
done but the letters and journals I have referred to in the 
course of my studies have had many mentions of unhapp- 
iness, homesickness, ill-health, death, fear and despair.
Emily Morgan

\ OCTOBER

\The Rev. H.M.A. Reid has been elected the first woman 
Imoderator o f a presbytery o f the Presbyterian Church o f 
INew Zealand following a meeting o f the Wellington 
1oresbytery.

)CTOBER 7.

r. Una Kroll is the first Women’s Rights candidate to 
[stand for Parliament in a British Election. Dr. Kroll 
sractises as a doctor and is married with four children.
3he is a deaconess of the Church of England and has 
campaigned for years to have women ordained.
OCTOBER 8. .
i f  ter two sessions o f “vigorous debate”, the Christ

church Anglican Diocese Synod voted overwhelmingly 
favour o f women being ordained as priests. Five 

|>f the seven dioceses in New Zealand have so far given 
'ieir approval to the ordination o f women.
)CTOBER 18.

group of British doctors has suggested that birth con- 
Irol pills are now so safe that nurses and midwives 
|hould be allowed to dispense them.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Rowling, announced that the 
Committee on Women, under the chairmanship (sic)
)f Mrs. Miriam Dell, will co-ordinate and promote activ

ities in New Zealand to mark International Women’s 
fear.
)CTOBER 23.
Auckland University winter lectures in 1975 will be 
based on the subject of women in society, in recognition 
|f  the International Women’s Year declared by the 
Jnited Nations. Dr. Ruth Butterworth, Associate- 
rofessor in the Political Studies Department, will be 
ie convener.
OCTOBER 27.

ihe Annual Conference o f the Associated Churches o f 
p/zr/sf in Nelson today refused to adopt a Motueka

R em it opposing the sale o f contraceptives to children 
under 16.

Deaconess P.J. Russ and B.J. Stephens o f Wellington 
spoke strongly against the Remit saying it was not for 
the Church to set standards for those outside it, but to 
set an example. Children under 16 should be protected 
from the tragedies o f unwanted children if  possible.
Mr T.J. Voice o f Wellington said that the restriction on 
the advice and sales o f contraceptives could well apply 
to other age groups to embrace all those outside 
marriage if  the Church passed the remit on moral 
grounds.

NOVEMBER 6.

The Presbyterian General Assembly stood by its previous 
decision to support amendments to the 1961 Crimes 
Act to legalise homosexual acts between consenting 
male adults. However, it believes that homosexual acts 
are contrary to all that God intended man (sic) to do 
and could eventually lead the nation toward moral decay, 
ts members were urged to show Christian love towards 

homosexuals and to encourage them to seek treatment 
This Assembly will ask the Government to setup an 
agency towards this end.

NOVEMBER 7.
The Methodist Conference has decided to oppose the 
Hospitals Amendment Bill which would restrict 
abortions to public hospitals. The Conference agreed 
it would ask the Government for a commission to 
investigate the whole issue o f abortions and make 
recommendations concerning any amendments o f law.

Some speakers expressed the opinion that the Remuera 
Abortion Clinic should not have been closed.

Others said they believed that the Hospitals Amend
ment Bill as introduced by Dr. G.A. Wall had been 
hastily conceived '
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Working Women

Are you getting equal pay?
The Equal Pay Act 1972 and the Equal 
Pay Amendment Act 197-3 are intended 
to remove discrimination between men 
and women in rates o f pay. Equality 
relates to actual rates as well as award 
rates and is to be achieved by the 1st 
o f April 1977, in approximately five 
equal steps. The second step should 
have been reached not later than the 
1st o f October 1974.

Unfortunately there seems to be a fair 
amount o f lack o f commitment among 
the factory inspectorate whose job it is 
to administer the Act. Their impression 
is that equal pay is proceeding smoothly 
and that most employers are paying it. 
Yet the changes arc not incorporated 
in awards — barely half of discrimina
tory awards have moved the first step 
towards equality and only a dozen or

so have incorporated the second step 
due on the 1st o f October.

Also there appears to be a good deal oi 
confusion about who should be getting 
equal pay, both among the employers 
and the workers. Only the Clerical 
Workers' and the Shop Assistants' 
Unions seem to be taking any interest. 
Apparently there arc substantial num-
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bers o f women workers whose pay has 
not been raised to male rates, or notion
al male rates, and others whose em
ployers have rigged the classification 
so that the female staff are not inclu
ded in the skilled categories with a 
future.

THE TROUBLE IS, NO-ONE HAS 
COMPLAINED. Inspectors are bound 
to investigate every complaint and re
port on each one. They are trained 
to prosecute any employer who is not 
complying with the Act — but of 
course they are understaffed and most
ly men, so they are waiting to get some 
complaints or at least some inquiries 
before they take action. The Depart
ment o f Labour is talking about a 
publicity campaign and a commission 
will review progress next year, so may
be eventually things will get better.

In the meantime, check your own pos
ition on the following points:—

1. CHECK YOUR AWARD.
Check whether the award agreement or 
internal salary scale which covers your 
employment has separate rates for 
males and females.
358 awards and agreements, out o f 
approximately 9 0 0  current awards, 
contain unequal pay provisions for 
males and females.
Your employer should have completed 
a classification of work performed by 
female employees in relation to work 
performed by male employees. The 
classification means that jobs having 
similar characteristics must be arranged 
into logical groups and sub-groups on 
a neutral basis without reference to 
the sex of the employee. Job classifi
cation should reflect factors such as 
experience, qualifications and job 
content.

2. CHECK YOUR RATE OF PAY.
Your rate of pay should have moved 
two steps towards the present rate 
paid to male employees doing equiv
alent work by October 1st 1974. This 
applies in all cases whether —
— you receive award wages,
— you receive above award wages,
— there is no award or Union,

1 there are men doing similar work,
— there are no men doing similar work,
— you are a part-time worker.
If no males are employed by your firm, 
or no males do similar work, your em- 
oloyer is required to increase your 
rate two steps towards a ‘notional’ 
male rate.

3. CHECK THAT YOU RECEIVE 
ARREARS.
Employers who fail to implement 
iqual pay increases by the due date 
ire required to back-date increases.

4. SEEK INFORMATION, ASSIST
ANCE, ACTION.
— To check your award approach your 
union representative or employer.
— To check your rate of pay see your 
union representative or employer.
— For information, advice or action, 
contact the district office of the Dep

artment of Labour. The Department 
is charged with administering the Act. 
Inspectors will investigate all com-' 
plaints and have the authority to exam
ine wage books and take legal action 
on your behalf.
— An explanatory pamphlet is avail- 
able from the Department of Labour.

Latest developments on 
the a bortion issue

The subject of abortion is no longer in the news to the extent it 
was a month or two ago. However, we must not think the 
struggle is over — perhaps it’s just the lull before the storm.

After the police raid on the abortion 
clinic’s files, 16 September, the Centre 
closed for a few days to pick up the 
pieces. All patient records were taken ; 
rooms and equipment were photo
graphed. There had been no precedent 
for such drastic police action in the 
history of New Zealand. The raid was 
conducted under orders from 
Detective-Superintendent Graham 
Perry, well-known to Aucklanders for 
his assiduousness in tracking down drug 
users.

There was an immediate response from 
numerous organizations and individ
uals throughout the country, including 
protests from the following :

ANTI POLICE RAID, INVASION OF 
PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY 
OF THE DOCTOR/PATIENT 
RELATIONSHIP:
Counselling and Guidance Assn 
Women’s Liberation Auckland 
Executive of the North Shore 
Division of M.A.N.Z.
N.Z. Psychological Society 
Auckland University Students Assn 
Auckland Council for Civil Liberties 
Executive of Auckland Division of
M. A.N.Z.
General Practitioners Society 
Hamilton Organization for Women 
W.O. N.A.A.C.
National Council of Women of N.Z. 
A.L.R.A.N.Z.
Humanist Society of N.Z.
Women’s Liberation Palmerston North
N. O.W. - Wellington 
Values Party
N.Z. Assn of Probation Officers 
N.Z. Assn of Social Workers (president) 
Medical Staff of the Auckland School 
of Medicine and Medical Staff of 
Auckland Hospital
N.Z. Branch of the Australian and N.Z. 
College of Psychiatrists 
North Canterbury Methodist Synod 
Christchurch Star, 31 August, 1974 
Public Questions Committee of the 
Presbyterian Church

N.Z. Medical Students Assn 
N.Z. Branch of Australian and N.Z. 
College of Psychiatry 
Dominion 3 August, 1974 
A.L.R.A.N.Z. and branches 
W.O.N.A. A.C.
Auckland Branch N.Z. Psuchological 
Society - 5 September, 1974 
Medical Association of New Zealand 
4 September, 1974
Friends of the Centre 2 September, 1974 
Women’s Rights Commission of the 
Student Teachers Assn - 2 September 
(+ repeal)
A.H.A.B. Auckland
N.Z. Society General Practitioners
Hamilton Organization for Women
Young Nationals
A.H.A.B. Christchurch
Values Party
Auckland University Students Assn
C.O.H.A.B. Wellington
C.O.H.A.B. Hamilton
Private Hospitals Assn
Thursday Magazine - Marcia Russell
26 September 1974
North County. Methodist Synod

An impromptu demonstration of pro
test attended by about 200 was held 
outside the Auckland police station; 
also a march in Hamilton. The raid on 
the clinic’s files had opened up the 
whole question of doctor-patient 
confidentiality, of the right of the 
police to have access to this kind of 
confidential information, and of 
civil liberties. The Auckland 
Medical Aid Trust challenged the 
legality of the search warrant in the 
Supreme Court, but lost its case, at a 
cost to the Board of over $2,000.
This verdict will be appealed in 
Wellington soon.

Another attack on the Centre lies in 
pending legislation affecting abortion 
practice in New Zealand. The Hospi
tal Amendment Bill, introduced 
by Dr. Wall, Labour M.P. for Porirua, 
would restrict abortions to public 
hospitals, and drive women to back- 
streeters and self-induced methods if
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they cannot afford the necessary $300 
to $400 for an Australian abortion. 
Hence it has been aptly named the 
“ Knitting Needle Bill”.

An informal head count of Members 
of Parliament indicates that a 
majority would vote for this Bill, 
while at the same time, in the trad
ition of good politicians, they will do 
their utmost NOT to have to commit 
themselves on this controversial issue.
We can perhaps expect the Bill to be 
tabled for some time, if not indefin
itely. Among the organizations who 
have registered opposition to this 
Bill are :

CALL FOR SELECT COMMITTEE: 
Health and Welfare Committee Porirua 
City Council
N.Z. Federation of University Women 
N.O.W. - Wellington
Christchurch Star editorial September 10 
National Council of Women of N.Z. 
Auckland Star editorial September 5 
Dominion Sunday Times 15 September 
Auckland Inner City Ministry

CALL FOR FULL OBJECTIVE 
ENQUIRY INTO ABORTION: 
Wellington Methodist Synod 
Public Questions Committee of 
Presbyterian Church

In Dr. Wall’s own constituency of 
Porirua, a petition opposing the Bill 
was signed by 1,500 people.

But those sympathetic to the pressing 
necessity for some women to end 
their pregnancies should not be com 
placent. The opposition to abortion 
is highly organized and, back-to-the- 
wall, fighting very hard. The anti
abortion march in Wellington, led 
by SPUC’s patron, Ruth Kirk, 
brought out about 7,000, many of 
whom arrived in chartered buses from 
other parts of the country. No 
matter how many telegrams and 
letters we send, the opposition 
manages to send more. In part this 
is because Centre supporters cannot 
work through church pulpits and 
Church schools.

After the raid, the police announced 
that their investigation would take 
two to three weeks. A week later, 
the Minister of Police, Connolly, 
announced that it would be four to 
six weeks before the police would 
finish its enquiries. Over three 
hundred files have been returned, but 
they still hold over a hundred. At 
the time Broadsheet goes to press, 
the Police have said they will make 
their intentions clear before the end _

of November. Prime Minister 
Rowling has stated that if prose
cutions do not follow from the police 
raid on the Medical Aid Centre, it 
would be a matter for “some soul 
searching”. So it is apparent that the 
police are obliged to find a case to 
prosecute.

Meanwhile, the work of the Centre 
goes on. Flowers, chocolates, baked 
goods, cards and letters, all pour in 
from grateful ex-patients. Phrases 
like “My closest friends could not 
have been kinder” and “Thank you 
for giving me a new start in life” 
attest to the gratitude felt by once- 
desperate women, humanely assisted 
through a crisis period in their lives.

Any readers wishing to assist the 
A.M.A.C. can become a “ Friend of 
the Centre” by sending $1.00 and 
name and address to Box 28230, 
Remuera, Auckland, 5. A donation 
to the Legal Fund or pledge of 
financial aid if needed would also 
help to save the Centre.

Report on the 
Video 

Workshop
The Women’s Video Weekend was quite 
a high for me and demonstrated 
women’s strengths and abilities in 
several ways.
The weekend had two main aims - to 
show and discuss films made by Sydney 
women and to introduce Auckland 
women to the use of videotape equip
ment. Videotape equipment, for those 
who have had no contact with it, is 
portable movie and sound equipment 
It can be operated almost as simply as 
an ordinary tape recorder and the 
picture with sound can be played back 
immediately on a specially fitted TV 
set. The equipment is silent and the 
cameraperson can move around with it. v 
This means that an event can be video- 2  
taped with minimal disruption to the <5 
participants. a,

C!'
There was a variety of films from g
Sydney women, some feminist, some !§ 
not. The fact that the films were all < 
short was about the only thing they © 
had in common. “The Breadmaker” o 
was a bawdy, almost obscene, romp - £

ist films, shows a day in the life of a 
young office worker and the problems 
she encounters in that one day because 
of the female role expected of her.
This is an excellent film, exact and 
low-key, but the makers (Sydney 
Women’s Film Group) say that it has 
never produced the amount and depth 
of discussion they had hoped for. This 
was also true at the Video Weekend

not to my taste at all, but I laughed at 
it just the same. “ Reflections” was a 
purely visual film ( i.e. no theme) with 
beautiful patterns of sunlight, water, 
faces, trees etc. “Woman in a House” 
was a technically excellent, surreal 
film, dealing with a woman’s isolation 
in a suburban house, her fantasies and 
her expectations. “ Film for Discus
sion”, one of the more explicitly femin



I have worked with machinery and not 
had my terror and inadequacy feelings 
about it reinforced.

So we videotaped our discussions of 
the films and, in some cases, the dis
cussions of the discussions. One group 
got into videotaping themselves danc
ing and doing all kinds of exotic body 
movements. We did a group interview 
with a young Australian girl who had 
been in institutions similar to those 
depicted in “ Home”. This was a par
ticularly good experience: for us, it 
validated everything that was said in 
the film and for her it was good to 
know that people at last recognise and 
condemn the brutal ways of these in
stitutions she has suffered in. One 
group of about ten women even had 
the confidence to go into the streets 
and interview people and they came 
back with lots of crazy tape.

A weekend like this could just not have 
occurred amongst men, or with men 
participating, and this was what was 
such a big high for me. I wouldn’t 
have believed it possible to be in a 
high-powered learning situation with:

— no rules
— no schedules
— no lecturing
— no mystique
— no-one hogging the floor or the 
equipment
— no hassles.
This weekend really proved something 
important to me.

The other good thing is that a film 
group has been set up amongst some 
of the people who attended the work
shop. They are continuing their 
studies in video and film with the 
eventual aim of applying for a film 
grant. The group can be contacted 
through Robin Scholes at the Depart
ment of Art History, University of 
Auckland —chief organiser of this 
wonderful weekend and unassuming 
expert par excellence.

Robin Mack

A women's film group was formed as a 
result o f the Video Workshop. Since 
most members are new to film making 
we have to begin by familiarizing our
selves with equipment and techniques, 
so a series o f classes has been arranged 
at which the more expert members will 
teach others about scriptwriting, edit
ing and camera work. We also plan to 
practise drawing and painting on film, 
to continue using Video (whenever we 
can borrow the equipment...) and to 
have film showings as often as 
possible.

and I wondered if it might be because 
the film is too realistic. It seems fairly 
certain that the girl depicted won’t 
rebel, or not yet. The situation is not 
quite bad enough, just grindingly, quite 
boringly destructive.

Undoubtedly the star of the films 
shown was “ Home”, also by the 
Sydney Women’s Film Group.lt shows 
a discussion between two girls, Toni 
and Beryl, who have been through the 
children’s penal institutions in Aust
ralia. They discuss their experiences 
and their feelings about them and 
there are also reconstructions of some 
of the events they describe e.g. when 
Toni, at fourteen, is taken to a high- 
;ecurity detention centre in the coun
try, one of the Child Welfare Officers 
escorting her handcuffs her to the 
door of the train carriage.

VIost countries have ‘blanket’ charges, 
completely open to interpretation by 
idults, which enable them to institu- 
;ionalise children for no specific rea
son. In Australia these charges are 
being uncontrollable’ and ‘being ex- 
>osed to moral danger’ and they are 
ised against girls much more often 
han against boys. These are the char
ges under which Toni and Beryl were 
mprisoned. It becomes obvious (and 
he girls know it) that neither of them 
las done anything which would be 
considered a crime in an adult or in 
i boy of the same age, but they are 
ubjected to the most extreme degrad- 
tion, regimentation and inhumanity.

t is a deeply moving film and one 
vhich, I feel, could only have been 
nade by women. Every frame and 
very sound in the 17 minutes of 
Home” is intensely real and meaning- 
ul. I have seen and heard new things

and felt close to tears each of the four 
times I have seen it. One thing that 
gets me every time is the final shot of 
Toni. She says that she can now take 
responsibility for herself (she has turn
ed 18) and will keep out of trouble and 
she smiles, but that smile is terrible. 
Something nice comes through it, but 
it seems as if it is a great effort for 
her, almost something she has learned 
not to do. The face of an 18-year-old 
which cannot smile spontaneously and 
has no ‘natural’ smiling position heavi
ly underlines everything that has been 
said in the film and to me this shot 
alone demonstrates the wickedness of 
the violence which is done to these 
girls.

There were about five other films of 
different kinds and it w#s really im
pressive to see the variety of films 
women are making in Sydney.

There were about twenty women at 
the workshop, only three or four of 
whom had previous experience in 
videotaping. The activities were quite 
unstructured and all decisions on what 
to do and how to do it were made by 
the whole group. This, and the fact 
that the women with knowledge of 
videotape equipment and techniques 
were so generous with their knowledge, 
created a wonderfully free and enthus
iastic atmosphere. There was no sug
gestion at any time that there were 
‘experts’ amongst us who were ‘teach
ing’ us. There were just people sharing 
their knowledge and their enthusiasm. 
Everyone was encouraged to, and did, 
participate. No-one felt talked down 
to or inhibited by fears of performing 
badly. Even I, a self-confessed mech
anical moron, was handling the equip
ment with reasonable confidence — 
possibly the first time in my life that



A
Case

of
Rape

ACORD (The Auckland Committee on 
Racism and Discrimination) recently 
approached Auckland Women’s Liber
ation to ask support for a rape case.
The circumstances as described by the 
parents are given below. As the case is 
sub judice fuller details cannot be given 
nor can editorial comment be included.

At 4.30 p.m. on Wednesday October 
9th, Mr. P. rang home from work, as 
he did every day, to check that his 
children had arrived home from 
school safely. This time his son said 
to him “ Ra has been raped!”. Ra 
is Mr. P’s 13 year-old daughter.
She has a slight hearing defect, 
speech impediment and suffers 
from recurring epileptic fits. To 
control epilepsy, she was taking 
medication three times a day. Mr.
P. went home immediately and 
asked Ra what had happened. Ra 
said that she had been forced into 
a car by two young men who 
drove her off to a park, raped her 
and then dropped her off near 
her home. She had not been able 
to resist the men because she was 
some hours overdue for her 
medication, which made her 
drowsy.

Although he wanted to, Mr. P. 
couldn’t arrange for his own 
doctor to examine Ra immedi
ately, so decided not to wait any 
longer before ringing the police.
At about 6.00 pm. two police 
officers, one a woman, arrived 
at the P.’s home, and after a few 
questions they said that they would 
take Ra to the local police station 
to have her examined. Mrs. P. went 
along with her daughter and told Mr. P. 
that she would ring him when they 
were ready to come home.

At the police station, Ra was not

medically examined, but instead when 
making her complaint of being raped, 
was subjected to a three-hour ordeal 
of humiliating, insulting and degrading 
interrogation. She was questioned by 
the policewoman who, Mrs. P. said, 
“really gave her the third degree. She 
spoke to Ra very roughly, using extra
ordinarily crude and vulgar language, 
much of which Ra didn’t understand, 
and bullied Ra to answer yes or no to 
a series of leading questions”. To
wards the end of the interrogation, 
when Ra didn’t answer the police
woman’s questions to her satisfaction, 
the policewoman swore at her and 
threatened to “get a man to come 
in” and “ it would be more em
barrassing then” . Finally, the police
woman said that she thought Ra 
had “told her a pack of lies” and 
that Ra had “wasted three hours of 
my time”. She pushed the statement 
over to Ra to read and sign but Ra 
wouldn’t look at it or sign it, and as 
Mrs. P. said “she was almost asleep from 
not having her medication” (by this time 
she was 6 hours overdue for her pills). 
After more bullying from the police
woman, Ra did sign the statement; but 
she didn’t read it. Nor did Mrs. P ., 
although she very much wanted to.

After the questioning, Mrs. P. asked 
if she could ring her husband to come 
and take them home, and was told 
that she could. She was still on the 
phone when Ra went out of the room 
to go outside and get some fresh air 
while waiting for her father to come.
She was stopped by the policewoman 
and then grabbed by two constables 
and thrown to the ground, pinned down 
down by one constable on each arm.
Mrs. P. rushed out and found Ra on 
the driveway, angry and struggling. A 
male constable then twisted Ra’s arm 
up behind her back and forced her 
back into the police station, dragged 
her down the corridor, and threw 
her into the ‘holding cell’. The room 
was totally bare, and the girl was left 
alone to sit on the floor. The door 
was locked. Mrs. P. ran out of the 
police station and down the road where 
her husband found her as he was 
driving to the station. Mrs. P. was so 
distressed she could hardly describe 
what had happened.

When they got back to the station, Mr. 
P.’ was told that “your daughter got 
violent and we had to restrain her”. Mr. 
P. reminded them that his daughter 
was epileptic, something he had told 
them right at the start. Mrs. P. asked 
if she could be allowed to see her 
daughter, to see if she was alright. At
first the request was refused, but event
ually Mrs. P. was admitted to the 
‘holding cell’ and was locked in with
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Ra. They were left together, sitting 
on the bare floor, for the next half 
hour.

Meanwhile, Mr. P. asked why his 
daughter was being detained. Initially, 
the police refused to tell him but then 
said that Ra had been ‘arrested’ Mr.
P. heard a commotion out in the 
corridor, looked out, and saw 7 or 8 
constables crowded around the door 
of the holding cell. He went down to 
see What was happening and saw the 
policewoman laughing with a cleaner 
and heard the policewoman refer to 
Ra or Mrs. P. as “ that silly bitch” .
Mrs. P. and Ra were eventually re
leased from the cell, and when Mr.
P. insisted that he had the right to 
know why Ra was arrested, he was 
told that it was to do with the girl 
“throwing her weight around and 
getting violent”. He was told that 
she would be “going to the girls’ 
home”. It was only when Mr. P. 
demanded to know what the exact 
charge was that the police constables 
all looked at one another and came 
up with the charge of the girl ‘Being 
not under the proper control of her 
parents’ (Section 13, Child Welfare 
Act)’ At that stage, but not before, 
the policewoman started to fill out the 
arrest form.

The police said again that Ra must be 
locked up overnight. Mr. P. pro
tested and asked why couldn’t he , 
and his wife take Ra home for the 
night and bring her to the court next 
day. The police scoffed at him and 
said “you couldn’t look after her if 
you tried”. This was an extreme 
insult to a couple who are very highly 
regarded in their community, deeply 
religious, and excellent parents. Both 
have also been active in a number of 
Maori organizations and are widely 
respected.

At about 11.00 p.m. the police said 
Ra must go in to another police 
station for a medical examination. R^ 
who would willingly have walked out 
to the police car, was grabbed by two 
constables who manhandled her out 
to the car, and shoved her in. Mrs.
P. was asked to go in the same car, but 
said that she didn’t want to because 
she “couldn’t bear to see her daughter 
being so badly treated”. In the end, 
she did go with Ra and Mr. P. went 
separately. On arrival, Ra was 
examined by someone her parents 
assumed was a police doctor - they 
were never introduced to him or told 
who he was. The police then said 
that there was evidence of intercourse 
having taken place. Mr. P. asked if Ra 
could be examined by an independent 
doctor, but was told “ its too late at



HOW DOES STRAWBERRY VILLA 
WORK?

Strawberry Villa has been operating 
its Emergency Accommodation for 
about a year. Two women, one of 
whom is a solo mother, live on the 
premises in the two self-contained 
flats attached to the house and, togeth
er with a trained staff of volunteers 
(all female but one), carry through the 
daily activities of the Villa and woman 
the telephone. We are indebted to the 
numerous professional people who

night for that”. (In fact, the next day 
Ra’s doctor confirmed the police 
finding).

Mr. P. again begged for Ra to be allowed 
allowed to go home with her parents 
but at 3.00 am. she was taken to a 
Girls’ Remand Home, At the Home,
Ra saw someone she knew and said a 
few words to her. A male constable 
told her that she wasn’t allowed to do 
that and twisted her arm up behind 
her back. At the same time the police 
woman said “watch it or I’ll punch 
your guts in”. The receiving matron 
said “ take her to the cell”. The police 
woman then told the receiving woman 
not to bother to make up a bed for Ra. 
So Ra spent the rest of the night in a 
cell with a bare mattress and two' 
blankets.
In court the next day Ra was 
remanded for a fortnight in the 
custody of those same parents who 
were being charged with not being able 
to control her.

And what about Ra’s original com
plaint of being raped?
It would seem that the only course 
open at the moment to those who 
feel concern at the above story is 
to write to their Member o f Parlia
ment and to the Minister o f Police, 
demanding a full, independent inquiry, 
and Broadsheet urges its readers to 
do so.

Strawberry
Villa

Strawberry Villa is open to everyone. 
But it has a special reputation as a 
refuge for women.
And it is just that.
When you and the three kids are con
sidering spending the night in the Mini 
after drunk Daddy has belted the lot 
of you yet again — the Villa is open.
If you are a young woman - one of 
many — in a live-in housekeeping posi
tion that suddenly demands sexual as 
well as domestic duties — you can 
phone the Villa.

give their time to the training pro
grammes for volunteers. Carpentry, 
repairs and lawn mowing are cared 
for by the service organisations. One 
of them provided material and labour 
to make and keep the house habit
able and another pays the telephone 
account, whilst a local church group 
keeps a box at its door which the con
gregation keeps supplied with toilet 
paper, soap, coffee, etc.

An important part of the operation, 
in addition to those who actually come 
to the Villa, are those who are substan
tially helped in some way by contact 
with the Strawberry Villa telephone 
service. During the first six months of 
its operation, the telephone service aid
ed a recorded 78 families with a total 
of 96 children and, either as a result 
of one telephone call or several, these 
recorded cases resulted in some change 
for the better in the caller’s situation.
A number of such calls have never been 
recorded due to the anonymity of the 
callers or the hurly burly of the situa- 
tipn. An interesting sidelight to the 
analysis of the telephone log during 
this period reveals that weekend and 
holiday calls averaged only three a day 
while the calls during the working 
week day averaged 17. Evening calls 
are minimal. This would seem to indi
cate a New Zealand conditioning to 
office hours, as there is no doubt that 
many of the problems bringing fami
lies to require emergency accommoda
tion have arisen from incidents which 
have occurred outside “office hours” 
and we are available 24 hours a day!
Since the establishment of Strawberry

Villa, satellite accommodation has 
been developed, that is, temporary 
shelter in the homes of families on the 
North Shore who have volunteered 
their aid spontaneously for no financial re
compense. Strawberry Villa has also 
developed back-up teams of transport 
and baby-minding volunteers. The 
co-operation of the North Shore com
munity from individuals to groups can
not be too strongly stressed and the 
success of the operation owes a great 
deal to the community involvement.
The news media have always been help
ful and there has never been a publi
cised request from the Villa that has 
remained unanswered for long.

Families requiring accommodation at 
Strawberry Villa need more than shel
ter: they are generally at crisis point 
in their lives and the voluntary baby
sitters and transport providers are kept 
busy whilst mothers visit lawyers, doc
tors, state agencies or go flat-hunting.
In addition the transport team has 
been called upon to shift household 
goods and personal belongings, often 
to distant suburbs like Manurewa. A 
continual flow of furniture and house
hold requirements comes to the Villa 
from the North Shore people, and goes 
out again almost as fast as it comes in, 
as many families arrive destitute and 
with few material possessions.
WHO COMES TO STRAWBERRY 
VILLA?

An analysis made after our first six 
months of operation showed that one 
third of the residents were referred to 
us for accommodation by the Depart- 

Continued on p.40
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JULIET MITCHELL

F em inist J u lie t M itchell ponders a qu estion
Last month we printed the first part of a talk feminist Juliet Mitchell delivered when visiting 
Auckland recently. Here we continue with her views on topics of concern to the women’s movement.

A Feminist Revolution or a Socialist Revolution:
The Place of Ideology.
The history of Marxism has underanalysed the part of 
ideology - the stress has been on the economic 
dimensions. But since one of the primary oppressions 
of women is in the psychology of femininity which is 
part of ideology, women have suffered in any analysis 
that has ignored ideology. We are born into a world 
which has already defined us before we are born. There 
are expectations of what we are going to be if we are 
a girl, or if we are a boy. We internalise these expect
ations as our psychology and, at a general level, 
individual psychology is cultural ideology. We need an 
analysis of ideology.
We have a specific task to develop a feminist movement 
that is a revolutionary movement, which will change the 
whole of society. It is not that we are not interested in 
other people, but that we have to focus on the position 
of womenat this point, because that is'the position 
that has led to there not being women in, for example, 
overseas aid development meetings. To say that women 
ought to be interested in broader issues is to just make a 
moral injunction that does not help to raise the 
consciousness that would enable us to get involved in 
other things.

Threat of the Women’s Movement to Men.
If the women’s movement is challenging anything in the 
status quo, people are going to be against it, and that is 
something we have to recognise. I don’t think we should 
be opportunistic and drop everything. Instead we need 
to keep on pushing - we need to go a long way because 
we have not got a society in the entire world which gives 
equality to women. It is no use, at this point, concern
ing ourselves with the whole of humanity - that’s what 
women have been asked to do for millions of years, and 
look where it has got us. We will cure the problem if we 
keep it separate in order to cure that separation which 
is an oppressive one, but we can’t change that separation 
by wishing it away. Therefore we need to analyse what 
it is that oppresses women, we need to know the details 
of the exploitation of each group that is oppressed at 
each historical moment.
To ask women to give up feminism on behalf of man
kind is to ask women to do what they’ve always been 
asked to do - give up themselves for mankind as a 
general principle of humanity.
In preliberation China if someone knocked on the door 
and the man was not at home, the woman would 
answer the door by saying ‘there is nO-one here’. That
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is the stage that China had to come from. A woman was 
actually no-one.

Mao Tse Tung was asked about the fact that a woman was 
no-one. He,says ‘Of course it was necessary to give 
(women) legal equality to begin with! But from there on 
everything still remains to be done. The thought, 
culture, and customs which brought China to where we 
found her must disappear, and the thought, customs and 
culture of proletarian China, which does not yet exist, 
must appear. The Chinese woman does not yet exist * 
either, among the masses : but she is beginning to want 
to exist. And then to liberate is not to manufacture 
washing machines’ (quoted from p. 416, Psychoanalysis 
and Feminism, J. Mitchell, Allen Lane, 1974.)

The woman who ws no-one in the ideology of pre
revolutionary, pre-liberation China, has to become some
one. That is a change in ideology as much as it is a 
change in the economic conditions. She has been given 
legal equality, equal access to jobs, access to childcare 
facilities, to all the things that the feminist movement in 
the West demands. But we have to change people’s 
attitudes and thoughts and that’s why we have to have 
a feminist movement too, among other things, change 
ideology ; to change a patriarchal society that thinks 
women into a different position from men.

Working Class Women in the Women’s Movement

There are no numbers available, but there is a growing 
number of women in the Trade Union Movement. A 
growing demand for all sorts of issues in Trade Unions 
has involved increasing number s of women. Working

,cn Bsrirar cTHn Me women’s Movement arem Britain. The Movement is not based in the universitie 
rather it involves lower middle class and lower profes-

sch o n lT ift11’ e‘g‘ SCh° 01 teachers and women who left scnool at 16 years old.

The Trade Union Movement in England has wanted 
e.iual pay since 1888. The Unionists have always 
complained that women were not militant and wouldn’t 
join Trade Unions. About 52% of the men are unionised, 
but only about 26% of the women are. This was seen 
as an illustration of women’s conservatism. When the 
women’s movement became part of people’s 
consciousness at all, one of the interesting things that 
became evident was that peopl e do not regard women 
as working - a woman’s place is in the home. The fact 
is that women are 37% of the work force here as in 
England, but they are not regarded as working in terms 
of the family economy, in terms of the ideology (it is 
the husband who is the bread-winner, who is bringing 
in the wage). Trade Union militancy and the ‘divide 
and rule principle of class society mean that women 
workers often feel that if they ask for more wages some 
other group is going to miss out. Therefore working 
women have often not even asked for equal wages 
because they feel that they will take the men’s ( husbands’) 
wages away, instead of a slice of the profits. Women 
do not see themselves as the breadwinners. The men 
are. Therefore women have not been interested in pay 
issues. In addition, women do not go to meetings 
because meetings occur when they have to put the

children to bed or to get dinner etc. Also, they often 
see their work, even if it is in the most appalling of 
factory conditions, as their social life. That’s where they 
go to have a chat with the girls - and home life is work. 
Whereas for the man, home life is rest and work is work.
So that the actual humane conditions at work have been 
very important to working class women. People 
realised this and more tea-breaks, better lavatory facil
ities, a white wall and a window instead of a brown wall 
became demands within Trade Unions. An emphasis on 
conditions at work is seen to be a concern with revisioiv- 
ist-reformist issues but they are just as important in 
changing the conditions of woman as, in a sense, wages are. 
This emphasis on social conditions has come through 
women’s pressure.

To ask wom en to  g ive up

fem inism  on behalf of 

mankind is to  ask them  
to  give up them selves

Motherhood Wage.

I’m absolutely against a motherhood wage. I think it’s 
a complete mystification of bourgeois economics that 
paying people actually recognises their worth. A mother
hood wage came out of the last phase of the women’s 
movement in the 1920’s in England and it has stayed the 
same. It is not a wage but a pension. The whole point 
of the working class as a class with possibilities for 
change is people working together and being a social 
group who can then demand a change in the conditions. 
What is wrong with motherhood is that it is isolation of 
the woman in the home. By paying her you don’t erode 
her isolation in any way. Where does her wage come 
from? It either comes from working class taxes or it 
comes as a demand from her husband whose whims she 
is very dependent upon. Women should not be iso
lated as mothers in the home. We can change this by 
having many more child care centres and social
facilities for children. We can industrialise housework. 
Most women don’t look after children all day, they do 
housework. There are rubbish removal men. As an 
interim measure while still within the capitalistic society, 
why not have work teams, people going through cleaning 
houses, have communal restaurants with cost price 
meals where children and adults can go on their own? 
There are all sorts of ways to produce communal 
facilities to remove housewives from the bondage in the 
home.

There is an incredible waste when one woman cleans a 
house over and over again in total isolation with nobody 
to talk to and nobody even to see her own conditions.'
Julie Thompson
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WOMEN
in the

CATHOLIC CHURCH
In recent years many broadsides have been fired at the 
Roman Catholic Church from within the topic of part
nership in the Church. Among these critics have been 
some eminent, perceptive (and rare) women theologians, 
heads o f women’s religious orders* and cardinals! who 
have taken exception to the official church attitudes to 
women as embodied in canon law and church practice. 
Thanks to a dawning realization o f the church to the 
sexism within its structure, many practices are being 
re-examined, hopefully at the present moment, in the 
Vatican Commission on the Role o f Women, led (as 
some feminists have noted with concern) by ten male 
theologians.

While the church’s historical attitude has appeared to 
many women rightfully as patriarchal and chauvinistic, 
it is useful to notice that despite social conditions to 
the contrary, church theology upheld the fundamental 
equality o f women before God. The right o f a woman to 
self-determination can be seen in the numerous women 
who were able to choose the religious life in which they 
sought spiritual fu lfilm ent and a demonstration of 
active concern for humanity in a state apart from mar
riage. In a society where fe rtility  in women and numerous 
offspring were regarded as fundamental there was a basic 
assertion o f women’s rights in a lifestyle alternative to 
marriage. This can vividly be seen in the fury o f some 
members of noble families who had their plans for 
marrying their daughters o ff to an eligible suitor 
thwarted.

THE ORDINATION PROBLEM

Nowadays the church is in the anomalous position of 
applaudingVomen’s legal, professional and political 
emancipation in secular society whilst keeping them in 
the basement o f its own edifice. The main touchstone 
of the church’s attitude to women, lies in my opinion 
in its refusal to admit them to the priesthood. The 
anomaly of the situation is highlighted wher> nuns in 
South America are permitted to carry out most of the 
activities of priests with the exception o f saying Mass or 
hearing confessions. In addition, in 1972 the German 
bishops authorized 2000 women to distribute Holy 
Communion at parish Masses, an activity normally 
reserved for a deacon.

* Congregations o f nuns 
t  Notably Cardinal 'Suenens of Brussels in his 

“ Nun in the Modern World”

Admittedly these are major reforms but the central 
problem remains: as long as the church maintains a 
significant distinction between hierarchy and laity, the 
exclusion of women from the hierarchy is a radical 
affirmation of their inferior position among the faith
ful. That there is no theological objection to the ord
ination o f women has become apparent in recent 
years where scholars in the various Protestant churches 
which have decided to ordain women have clarified in 
their discussions, the absurdity o f objections on theological 
grounds. About the only objections that are now commonly 
raised to the idea of ordaining women are psychological or 
sociological.

The'‘psychological’' argument put forward supposes that 
women by their nature are unsuitable for work in the 
public sphere. God made them to play a hidden, passive 
role in society. Any women who state openly that they 
w or’d be interested in the priesthood are presumed to 
be domineering, secretly fearful o f marriage, disturbed 
women obviously having had bad relations with their 
fathers. This argument overlooks the fact that some 
male Catholic priests could have these same adjectives 
applied to them. I could mention one parish in New 
Zealand where women are still implicitly forbidden 
to read the Epistle at Sunday Mass despite official church 
encouragement, simply because o f the misogynistic . 
attitudes of the local parish priest.

The sociological argument points to the pastoral d if
ficulties it is presumed would exist if women were 
ordained. Objections are generally made in New Zealand 
that are based on the wishes o f the faithful and the fears 
of men. However there are many things the faithful 
haven’t wanted, like the abolition o f slavery, or changes 
in the liturgy. Slavery in Europe was not abolished 
because the faithful as a block were for their liber
ation. Secondly, Indian men have refrained from 
tearing their country apart because their leader is a 
woman. Perhaps women priests and deacons could 
give a new style of leadership based on less power and 
bullying and more on service and gentler initiative.

WOMEN DEACONS

Since the Anglican Church in New Zealand has recently 
decided to admit women to the full ministry, the matter 
has come even more forcibly into the limelight as tar as 
New Zealand women are concerned. An examination of 
the documents which preceded this historic decision 
gives an insight into the arguments which were weighed
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Tired of waiting for the Church these American women were ordained as Episcopalian priests by symp
athetic male priests. Their ordination was not recognised by the Church.

before taking this controversial path. Among them 
are two submissions from psychologists and one which 
examines the anthropological and sociological aspects. 
The most likely route that the Catholic Church would 
follow could be the revival o f the order of deaconess 
which would be similar to the lead o f the New Zealand 
Presbyterian Church in the nineteenth century. A 
Presbyterian woman minister, Margaret Reid#remarked 
to me that this paved the way for the ordination of 
women in their church. This prospect may be under 
consideration in the current Vatican Commission on 
the Role o f Women but, judging from the statements, 
o f Pope Paul on the ordination of women made sev
eral years ago on the occasion of the elevation o f two 
women to the titles o f “ Doctor o f the Church’ ’, it 
would be unlikely.

However, deaconesses are a historical phenomenon, 
since from the time o f St. Paul they worked in the 
Church for several centuries. The Didascalia, a third 
century Syrian document, commands that women 
deacons were “ to be honoured as images o f the Holy 
Spirit.’ ’ They prayed and sang in church services, 
brought communion to sick women and children, 
and administered alms for the community. In 317 
a Synod in Burgundy abolished the ordination of 
deaconesses. What had happened?

Briefly, pre-Christian and non-Christian cultural 
attitudes affected the Church, as was the case with 
slavery. The message o f Jesus and the meaning of 
his life, death and resurrection should have led to 
equal treatment o f women and to the abolition of 
slavery. But gradually the Church adjusted itself 
to society instead o f challenging society. Women 
were permitted to sweep the church, dust the pews 
and prepare the flowers. But they could not enter 
the sanctuary to serve at the altar. Although Church

law now permits a woman to read the Epistle and in 
some areas to distribute Communion where there is 
a priest shortage, she is still barred from a full par
ticipation in the priestly ministry. Even loving 
regard for the mother o f Christ has been used to 
support discrimination against women. Mary’s 
humility and obedience have been stressed much more 
than her strong-minded faith and forthright courage.
This same discrimination prevails when New Zealand 
Catholics virtually neverhear a woman preach, celebrate 
the Eucharist or perform a regular Sunday Baptism.

AUTHORITARIAN RELIGION AND THE DECLINE 
OF EVANGELIZATION

The accelerated emancipation o f women in recent years 
and in the New Zealand context, the greater participation 
o f women in the public arena (specifically the city council 
by-election in Wellington where four women have been 
elected!) has lent more than adequate support to the 
idea that New Zealanders are readv to let women repres
ent them in positions o f responsibility. I f  one is to agree 
that the Church has a duty toward society in demanding 
human dignity and freedom for all, then she should not 
confine her support in these reforms to public affairs 
alone. Women ought to enjoy equal rights and carry 
equal responsibility in the Church’s life as well.

If one is to argue for equal responsibility, it is interesting 
to note that numerically women religious (or nuns and 
sisters) have been twice as numerous as their male counter
parts, thus making a vast direct contribution to the 
Church’s evangelical mission. Ironically enough, until 
recently, the Congregation of Religious in Rome has 
been an exclusively male body exercising wide authority 
over the lives o f nuns. It was assumed that men enjoyed 
some God-given insight into the way convents o f women 
should function. Continued on p.17
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At the hearings o f the Select Com
mittee on Women’s Rights earlier 
this year, one o f the committee 
members asked me: “ Why do you 
think God made men and women 
different?” . I was rendered speech
less by this question and can’t rem
ember what I answered, but I can 
remember thinking “ What the hell 
has God got to do with it?” . Silly 
me. Unfortunately God has an 
awful lot to do with it, as my rec
ent excursions into Biblical and 
Christian teachings have made very 
clear to me.

Whilst few people in our commun
ity today are active churchgoers, 
our society is regarded as a Christ
ian one and few people admit to 
being outright atheists or agnostics. 
Christian practises and beliefs are 
so much a part o f our ordinary 
lives that we often overlook the 
religious origins o f some o f the 
things we do and think. .To a 
limited but significant extent we 
still observe Sunday; we observe 
Christmas with great gusto albeit 
rather differently than was in it
ially envisaged; Christian teach
ings are quoted in places as diverse 
as Parliament and the letters to 
the editor columns to justify 
opposition to such things as homo
sexuality and ahortion; and opin
ions about woman’s place and 
woman’s role are sometimes overtly, 
sometimes covertly, the result o f 
ingrained Christian dogma.

Christianity is a male religion; 
a religion devised by men for men 
and with a male God. I t ’s teach
ings both in the Old and New Test
aments are anti-women and relegate 
women to a very narrow role as 
servers o f men. People in the 
Church today are rather anxious 
to stress that the Church today 
follows the teachings of the New 
Testament, not those o f the Old. 
That the Christian Church follows 
the teaching o f Christ. On looking 
at the Old Testament I can see why, 
but their protestations are not con
vincing. Jesus was the Son of God 
and his father sent him to earth to 
save mankind by spreading the good 
word. Jesus preaches the comman
dments which God revealed to Moses 
ind the teachings o fn the New Test
ament are developments o f the 
philosophies expounded in the 
Old. Actions which are sins

in the Old Testament are still 
sins in the New but the modes 
o f punishment for falls from 
Grace are softened in Christ’s 
teachings. Physical retribution 
was heaiped on hapless sinners 
in the Old Testament; in the 
New Testament the sanctions 
against transgressions are more 
subtle. Adulterers in the Old 
Testament were to be burnt or 
stoned to death. Jesus had this 
to say about adultery: “ Who
soever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his 
heart.”  So he removed any poss
ib ility  you might get away with 
i t

A very rigid role is ascribed to 
women in the bible. They are

An
examination
of the place 

of women 
in the Bible 

and
Christianity

seen as wives and mothers but 
in these roles they are totally at 
the mercy of their male masters 
- their fathers, brothers and hus
bands. Women are given away 
or taken in marriage: there is 
never mention o f the feelings of 
the woman. Women are the poss
essions o f their male kin, and trans
gressions that they make are con
demned not so much because they 
besmirch the perpetrators, but bec
ause they reflect badly on their 
male kin. “ And if  a man shall 
take his brother’s wife, it is an 
unclean thing; he hath uncovered 
his brother’s nakedness.” . “ And the 
daughter o f any priest, i f  she prof
ane herself by playing the whore, 
she profaneth her father: she shall be 
burnt with fire” . Leviticus. In the 
Old Testament wives could be pas
sed from hand to hand i f  the occas-
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ion called for i t  “ And it came to 
pass when he was come near to 
enter into Egypt, that he said unto 
Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know 
that thou art a fair woman to look 
upon: Therefore it  shall come to 
pass, when the Egyptians shall see 
thee, that they shall say, This is 
his wife: and they will kill me, but 
they will save thee alive. Say, I 
pray thee, thou art my sister: that 
it  may be well with me for thy 
sake; and my soul shall live because 
o f thee.”
Sarah acquiesced and was taken as 
wife by Pharoah. Women are men’s 
possessions, and as such can be used 
to seal a peace, settle a debt, buy 
freedom or maintain a friendship.

Women were regarded as receptacles 
for men’s seed. They were necess
ary for the continuation o f the male 
line. Man, having made the connec
tion between the sexual act and 
paternity had to apply strict taboos 
to ensure the purity o f the line.
By passing on his name, wealth and 
territories to his sons, a man could 
ensure for himself a kind o f immor
tality. Pre-marital virginity and post- 
marital faithfulness were important 
in women for this reason. And o f 
course, it was essential that the 
Mother o f the Son o f God be a vir
gin so that there could be no doubt 
about the paternity o f the child.
Even after Joseph married Mary “ he 
knew her not”  till Jesus was born.

Childbirth is the lo t o f Biblical 
women - as many children and as 
often as possible. Of course the 
Old Testament patriarchs were poly- 
gynous and so often had several 
wives as well as concubines. To 
be barren was a woman’s greatest 
sorrow and many Old Testament 
wives humbly arranged alternative 
child bearers for their husbands 
when they found themselves so 
afflicted.

Sarah was barren so gave her Egyp
tian handmaiden Hagar, to Abraham 
so that his seed might multiply.
And Jacob had sons by his barren 
wife Rachel’s handmaiden and by 
his other wife Leah’s handmaiden 
after Leah reached the menopause. 
Jacob had twelve children by his 
wives and their handmaidens. In 
typical biblical proportions there 
were eleven sons and one daughter.
I f  all the biblical patriarchs produced



children in ratios like that it is 
d ifficu lt to see how there would 
have been enough wives for each 
man to have one wife, let alone 
several. Obviously the births o f 
daughters were not considered im
portant enough to record since 
their part in the perpetuation of 
the race was only as incubators.

The justification for casting women 
in such a narrow role is contained 
in the third chapter o f Genesis.
Eve tempted Adam, he gave in and 
and as a punishment God said to 
her: “ I w ill greatly m ultiply thy 
sorrow and thy conception; in 
sorrow thou shalt bring forth child
ren: and thy desire shalt be unto 
thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee.”

Paul uses the same arguments in the 
New Testament Woman was made 
from man, therefore she is subject 
to his domination. In Paul’s eyes 
woman must eternally pay for her 
sin in tempting Adam in the garden 
of Eden. “ Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman being deceived was 
in the transgression.”  Therefore, he 
argues she shall not speak in church; 
she shall not usurp authority over 
her man but be silent The only 
path to salvation for females was 
in childbirth. “ She shall be saved in 
in childbearing, if  they continue in 
faith and charity and holiness and 
sobriety.”  Woman is damned from 
the moment o f birth and must purge 
herself o f her innate guilt by con
stant motherhood. It must have been 
d ifficu lt for Paul to reconcile his 
existence with the rather fundam
ental fact that he was the result of 
a sexual act and was popped out 
from between a woman’s loins.

Women in the bible rarely step out
side this role. They must be vir
tuous women or be damned. Fem
ale transgressors o f the strict Judaic 
moral code were punished savagely.
A woman who was found not to 
be a virgin upon marriage could be 
stoned and killed. A man and a 
woman who had sex while she was 
menstruating would both be cut o ff 
from their people. Today’s double 
standard has nothing on the Judaic 
double standard. Tamar was prom
ised the third son in Judah’s fam
ily as a husband (God had struck 
dead the first two brother/husbands) 
but Judah didn’t keep his promise.

So Tamar disguised herself as a har
lot and waylaid Judah and he “ went in 
unto her”  and she conceived. And 
when Judah perceived that Tamar 
was pregnant he was outraged.
“ She is with child by whoredom” 
he said “ let her be burnt.”  Of 
course he about-faced when he dis
covered that he was the father of 
the child.

Women in the Bible are either black 
or white - there are no in- betweens. 
They’re either sober and godly mat
rons - Virgin Mary types or Delilahs 
or Jezebels. There are plenty of 
“ evil”  women in the Bible - temp
tresses, adulteresses. A sweaty fear 
of women comes through - you

must either keep them barefoot 
and pregnant or watch, out. Eve 
started it all by tempting Adam and 
bringing about man’s fall from grace. 
(Other versions of Hebraic legends 
are even more interesting. In some 
Adam had an earlier wife L ilith who 
objected to lying beneath her hus
band when copulating. “ I also was 
made of dust, and am therefore 
your equal.”  Adam then tried to 
force her submission with which 
Lilith, in a rage, flew into the air 
and left him. The authors of the 
Old Testament overcame this poten
tial ideological d ifficu lty by making 
Eve out o f Adam’s rib.)

Women tempt men and subvert 
them from the path o f right
eousness. Women are dangerous, 
unpredictable, treacherous. A 
man must watch carefully that 
he does not become ensnared by
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a woman. “ Give not thy strength 
to a woman”  is one of the Prov
erbs. And there’s always the horr
ible fate o f Sampson to drive the 
message home. Women emasculate.

Women are often blamed for wick
edness and catastrophies as in the 
Fall. Evilness is often described in 
female terms. Tribes or cities which 
displease the Lord are described in 
terms o f whoredom and wantonness 
and harlotry. Ninevah is addressed 
in the following terms: “ Woe to 
her that is filthy  and polluted, to 
the oppressing city! She obeyed 
not the voice; she received not 
correction;”

With the omission o f Lilith, Bib
lical women are reduced to the 
two categories I discussed above, 
with one exception. After pages 
of “ seeds”  and childbirth it was 
a relief to meet Vashti - the only 
‘uppity woman” I found in the 
Bible. Vashti was the wife of 
King Ahasuerus. He gave a great 
feast for all his princes and ser
vants and Vashti at the same time 
entertained the palace ladies to 
a feast After seven days of 
feasting, the blind drunk Ahasuerus 
ordered Vashti into hjs presence to 
show her o ff to the princes. Vashti 
refused and this enraged her husband. 
In consultation with the court wise 
men he decided he must make an 
example of Vashti or all the women 
o f the country would despise and be 
contemptuous of their husbands.
So he banished her and sent letters 
to all his provinces saying that all 
women must be subject to their 
husbands. The King then set 
about finding another wife. He 
had all the fair young virgins of 
the land brought to his palace where 
they were purified for twelve months 
before they could come before him. 
Then each virgin went to the King’s 
palace in the evening and left in 
the morning for the concubines’ 
house, never to see the king again. 
Eventually the king h it a virgin who 
pleased him sufficiently and took her 
as a Queen - and that was Esther....

The Old Testament is not anti-sex
uality so much a pro-procreation. 
There is a healthy animalism in 
their attitudes towards sexual act
ivity - at least on the part o f the 
men - there is rarely any -indication 
of what was going on in the minds



of the women. Sex is accepted as 
normal appetite and although there 

were many prohibitions about who 
you could or could not sleep with, 
it  was accepted that at least you 
would. Women are even some
times allowed to take the initiat- • 
ive. Joseph’s master’s wife takes 
i fancy to him and propositions 
iim . One day when she catches 
lim  alone “ She caught him by 
iis garment, saying, Lie with me: 
ind he left his garment in her hand 
ind fled, and got him out.’ ’ . Of 
course, she turns out to be thor
oughly evil, but at least it is ack- 
lowledged that such appetites are 
iormai.

n contrast, the New Testament on 
ex is mealy-mouthed. Mary con
nives w ithout performing the sexual 
ct; Mary Magdalene repents o f her 
ife o f prostitution; Jesus appears to 
ie celibate and surrounds himself 
vith a group o f seemingly celibate 
nen. Most influential o f all on 
ttitudes towards women and sex- 
ality was Paul. After reading his 
nany pronouncements on women and 
nd sexuality I couldn’t help thinking 
Methinks the man doth protest 
>o much.”  Whilst being anti sex- 

al activity o f any kind his writings

are littered with “ fornication” , “ con- 
cupiscience” , “ carnality” . I think 
he must have had troublesome nights. 
In Paul’s eyes women are definitely 
second-class citizens - he fears and 
despises them. “ It is good for a 
man not to touch a woman,”  he

Women in the Bible 
are either black

or white 
-there are no 
in betweens.

says, but realising the fu tility  of 
this stricture for normally lusty 
persons, he suggests marriage as 
an alternative. He stresses that 
this is not to be recommended,
“ I would that all men were evert 
as I myself.”  “ But i f  they cannot 
contain, let them marry : for it is 
better to marry than to burn.”
Paul stresses the importance of 
striving for spiritual perfection 
which he finds incompatible with 
more worldly delights. For this

reason, priests and servants o f the 
Lord - male and female - must be 
celibate.

It is depressing looking at the a ttit
udes towards women as expressed 
in the Bible and through Christian
ity when you yourself have to live 
in a culture where these values are 
embodied. So much opposition to 
reforms towards gaining women’s 
rights are. the result o f outright rel
igious bigotry or internalised relig
ious dogma. The effect o f organ
ised Church opposition to such issues 
as sex education, abortion, contra
ception is easily recognisable but 
nonetheless formidable. The origins 
o f attitudes towards woman’s role 
and woman’s place in society are 
less easily pinpointed but as I have 
tried to show the idea o f the vir
tuous childbearing, stay-at-home 
woman is central to Christian 
theology.

A pervasive ideal in our society is 
that girls should “ save themselves up 
for marriage” . Try asking someone 
who expresses this view “ Why?”
You’ll be surprised how quickly 
you get back to God.

Sandra Coney.

WOMEN IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
ontinued from p.13

he decline in the number o f girls entering religious 
fe in New Zealand in recent years may be seen as a 
flection o f the women’s revolution as it begins to have 

n effect upon the fabric of our society, beginning to 
ansform it from a patriarchy into something that 
ever existed before - a diarchal situation that is radic- 
ly new - it will become the greatest single challenge 
) Christianity to rid itself o f its oppressive tendencies 
r to go out o f business.

A
s a New Zealand priest Fr. G.H. Duggan noted in a 
cent edition o f the N.Z. Tablet** “ It is perfectly ob- 
ous to any observer o f the religious scene that in the 
ist decade or so the Catholic Church has suffered a 
tastrophic decline. One indication o f this is the 
eat dearth o f priestly and religious vocations which 
is put many apostolic enterprises in jeopardy, or 
iite often, out o f existence.”

ie Women’s Movement if  it is true to its most authentic 
d prophetic dimensions, is possibly also the greatest 
lgle hope for the survival and development o f authentic 
iritual consciousness against the manipulative and 
ploitative power o f technocracy. With next year

being the United Nations Women’s Year, it is to be 
hoped that the position o f women within the Roman 
Catholic Church and in relation to the teaching o f 
Christ will receive an urgent re-examination. '

* *  O’Collins. 6. “ Ordination o f Women” . London Tablet 
Feb. 23rd, 1974. 2nd March 1974.

JOANNE CUNNINGHAM
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Q ris t ttje lib e ra to r
Anna Gilkison writes about women within Christianity, 
and the necessity to challenge the male ethic.

"There’s a great black mountain. I t ’s human stupidity.
There are a group o f people who push a boulder up the 
mountain. When they’ve got a few feet up, there’s a 
war, or the wrong sort o f revolution, and the 
boulder rolls down - not to the bottom, it always 
manages to end a few inches higher than when it 
started. So the group of people put their shoulders
to the boulder and started pushing again.........We
spend our lives fighting to get people very slightly more 
stupid than ourselves to accept truths that the great 
men have always known. They have known for 
thousands of years that to lock a sick person into solitary 
confinement makes him worse. They have known for 
thousands of years that a poor man who is frightened
of his landlord and o f the police is a slave......... It
is our task to tell mankind. Because the great men are
too great to be bothered...........  The boulder is the
truth that the great men know by instinct, and the 
mountain is the stupidity o f mankind* (Doris Lessing,
The Golden Notebook).

We are thef‘boulder pushers", you and I, trying to open 
the eyes o f men and women to the personhood of each 
other. Though few peoplewould be aware o f it, Christ’s 
attitude to women was a revolution in his day. He was 
a"great man" who came down from the mountain and 
by his example and teaching opened man’s eyes to 
woman, the person.

Hebrew women were considered unclean for forty days 
after having a male child and for eighty (!) after a 
female child. Yet Christ did not accept the image of 
woman as unclean.

“ There was a woman who had suffered terribly from 
severe bleeding for twelve years, even though she had 
been treated by many doctors. She had heard about 
Jesus, so she came in the crowd behind him. She 
touched his cloak and her bleeding stopped at once.
Jesus knew that power had gone out o f him. So he 
turned round to the crowd and said, ‘Who touched 
my clothes?’ The woman realized what had happened 
to her so she came, trembling with fear, fell at his feet, 
and told him the whole truth. Jesus said to her,
‘My daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in 
peace, and be healed from your trouble.”
Mark 5 : 25 - 34.

Menstruation was the ultimate symbol o f female 
uncleanliness, an attitude which lingers with us still. For 
a Hebrew man to have anything to do with a woman 
during her period was quite unheard of. Christ, however, 
far from being angry that an unclean woman had dared 
to touch his cloak, stops and speaks to her of the 
bleeding.

The people in the crowd would have been amazed that 
Christ even spoke to a woman in public. Hebrew 
teachers were likely to jeopardize their status and their 
profession if  they were seen speaking to a woman, even
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a clean woman, in the street. It is 'd ifficult to compre
hend the radical challenge he represented to the "status 
quo" when he spoke to the woman o f Samaria as she 
was drawing water from the well.

The significance o f the following passage for the Hebrew 
people was that women, like men, have the right to do 
what is most fu lfilling  and gives them most enjoyment, 
regardless o f what is expected o f them. “

“ As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he came 
to a certain village where a woman named Martha wel-. 
corned him in her home. She had a sister named Mary, 
who sat down at the feet o f the Lord and listened to his 
teaching. Martha was upset over all the work she had to 
do ; do she came and said, ‘ Lord, don’t you care that 
my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell 
her to come and help me!’

The Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha! You are 
worried and troubled over so many things, bu t just one 
is needed. Mary has chosen the right thing, and it 
will not be taken away from her’. ”
Luke 10 : 38- 42

It is enjoyable and therefore tempting to elaborate in 
minute detail the many devious ways ‘‘ they"oppress us! 
It is sometimes salutary, however, to remind ourselves 
how culpable women often are. Christ too recognised 
this aspect o f the issue. He appreciated women as 
mature adults but he also expected them to behave as 
such and not, for instance, to shelter behind the un
earned ‘‘sanctity"of motherhood.

“ A woman spoke up from the crowd and said to him, 
‘How happy is the woman who bore you and nursed 
you!’

But Jesus answered, ‘ Rather, how happy are those who 
hear the word of God and obev i t ! ’ ”
Luke 11 : 27- 28

There are many men in the heirarchy of the established 
Church who recognise that the Church, more perhaps 
than any other single institution has reinforced the in
ferior role o f women in society. This aspect of Christ’s 
example seems to have fallen on very stony ground 
until recently. Yet the response of those enlightened 
enough to see the disparity between their expectations 
of each sex reflects a profound lack of thinking and 
discussion of the issue. This response seems to consist 
mostly o f ^getting more women on committees!" And 
the consequent complaint o f these same men is that 
they can’t find the women who are prepared to do so. 
This situation demands two reactions. One is that 
women generally have far less confidence in themselves 
than men in similar circumstances, especially when 
being a mother has meant that they are out o f touch 
with the world o f men. Secondly, in most Churches 
there are already too many men on too many commit
tees. It is a game women are wise to keep out of. If 
only the male heirarchy could see that it is the women 
who do the real work of Christ’s church - the simple 
caring for people - while the men are often too busy



arning a living and sitting on committees. It is a male 
esponse to the issue to raise women to the*‘status"of 
ien. Surely the Christian response is to free men from 
nnecessary committees so that they too can participate 
‘  the experience o f loving their neighbours.

hrist represents a challenge to the Church to consider 
l greater depth the implications o f human equality.

he War Between Men and Women’

appalls me that the Hall where almost all Presby- 
:rian ministers reside while training carries on a tradition 
hich is the epitome o f all the traditions of ‘the male 
ub\ No women are allowed in the dining hall!

ut let us not be hasty in our condemnation, there is one 
cception - the female librarian of the Hall is made an 
Dnorary male for the occasion. And I, a mere woman, 
ive now taken it upon myself to attack this bastion of 
ale superiority, Knox Hall, Dunedin.

carry into battle only pen and paper and a little  low 
nning. Not content to enter the trivial affray of the

dining hall I have the audacity to take on the entire 
college. Nothing short o f mixed residence is my goal.
The opposition of my opponents trebles in its potential 
force as I discover that some three years ago the Provost 
o f Otago University fe lt that he had sufficient student 
support to attempt to rule out mixed flatting! However? 
undaunted by the ranks o f conservative medical, dental 
and theological students who inhabit Knox I have 
attacked their male fortress. The real reason for my attack 
is that single sex colleges are designed primarily to keep 
women out. (Salmond Hall, the women’s equivalent of 
Knox will probably be allowing men to reside there next 
year.) The more devious reason I have given the Knox 
Board is that my education as a theological student will 
suffer as a result o f being separated residentially from 
the other intending ministers, who are o f course all male. 
No doubt I shall fail, or rather ‘they’ shall win but it is 
fun sometimes to test men’s chauvinism to the limits.;.
* take consolation in the surprise of my male opponents 
when they discover I am not the braless, masculine 

Women’s Libber”  o f the stereotype they have probably 
now fitted me into.
Anna Gilkison



ONE W OM AN'S EXPERIENCE W ITH

MUSSULMEN
I knew hatred for the first time when I was in Teheran, - 
total hopeless hatred. And I found out that it is a 
feeling that can be described by no other words and 
cannot begin to be comprehended. Hate enables you to 
feel that other people are simply not human beings and 
that there is nothing that can explain or justify their 
behaviour. One day I heard some of the women I was 
travelling with having a gleeful conversation about ways 
to kill Iranian men, and my immediate reaction was 
amusement. I wanted to join them and only my horror 
that these feelings had been aroused in us prevented me.

I do know that this hatred I fe lt was linked very strongly 
with the Moslem culture, so I will describe my exper
ience with Moslem people in several of the countries I 
visited whilst on the well-known 'overland' trip  from 
Australia to Europe.
I knew nothing of the Moslem religion before landing 
in Indonesia . . . .  maybe a few facts . . . .  women were 
very oppressed . . . .  women wore veils (I hadn't 
thought why) . . . .  people prostrated themselves before 
Allah at sundown each day facing always towards Mecca 
. . . .  Moslem men have several wives . . . .  harems. . . .  
sheiks . . . .  just vague ideas, nothing to do with people 
really, just bizarre examples of the diversity of 
hum anity.........
Islam didn't really upset me in Indonesia. Indonesia has 
old, old tolerant traditions. The fear of the sword (the 
chief Moslem method of conversation) has never got 
Indonesian women into veils, nor been able to convince 
Indonesian people that women are not important. They 
have mosques and observe Moslem fasts and follow the 
forms of the religion, but their old traditions are what 
guide their daily lives and this is what comes through 
to the traveller.
The next Moslem country I visited was Malaysia. There 
are many similarities between Malaysia and Indonesia - 
the villages look much the same, the people look the 
same and wear similar clothes and the Malay language 
varies very little  from Indonesian, but there was a 
difference in mood that didn't quite sink in for a day 
or so.
"Why are they all so gloomy?" I said to an American 
traveller on his way from Europe to Indonesia.
"Because they're Moslems” , he replied w ithout hesita
tion. "It's  a bummer".

I noticed the gloom more in men, particularly young 
men, and it took several days before I realised that this 
was the case because there were fewer women around. 
There were still women working in shops and 
restaurants and markets and walking in the streets, 
but they were fewer and much, much quieter.
I don't th ink I quite realised how bad it was until I went 
to Buddhist Thailand. A man and a woman got onto 
the train at the first stop inside the Thai border. They 
were both very goodlooking, and were talking 
animatedly in Thai, so I couldn't understand a word 
they were saying. But I could tell that the woman was 
making some of the wittiest comments that a human 
being has ever made. She was looking very poised and

pleased with herself and the man was in convulsions of 
laughter. I was delighted, and in some strange way 
relieved. I knew that that scene would not have 
happened in Malaysia.

In India, I managed to wander around in the south for a 
whole month w ithout being aware of a single Moslem, so 
I was surprised when I arrived in Bangalore, rather dusty 
and very tired to be treated with loathing and scorn by 
everyone I encountered. I was turned away from four 
hotels before I found a place to stay and in one of them 
I saw vistas and vistas of empty rooms over the shoulder 
of the manager as he told me that the hotel was full. 
After I had settled into the 'hippie' hotel, the only one 
which would take me, and then only after I had 
solemnly sworn that I had no "drugs", I decided to look 
around the town. Men stared at me, hostile. I felt as 
if I was naked, or covered in hideous sores. I wondered 
if I was imagining it all, but then I saw a sight which 
explained everything. My first veiled woman, small, 
padding along quietly close to a building, and totally 
covered in black, black material in a temperature that 
was a least 95°. She and I were the only women in the 
street. I realised that I was in a Moslem enclave and that 
I had imagined nothing.
But India is basically Hindu, and I did not have much 
contact with Moslems again until I reached Pakistan, 
although in Northern India, particularly amongst the 
Hindu Sikhs, I first encountered the phenomenon of 
being poked, prodded and pushed in the streets, a not 
so subtle way of letting you know you're not supposed 
to be there.
But this seemed mild compared to Pakistan where you 
are continually jostled and followed as well. A small 
group of us felt sure we would be asphyxiated one 
time and almost panicked - a crowd of possibly 200 
men was gathered around us (for no reason we could 
see) and we could see nothing beyond them.
One evening I was wandering the streets of Islamabad 
(the capital of Pakistan) with a New Zealand boy 
from the bus I was travelling on. Somehow we got 
talking to a very posh looking, very well-spoken 
Pakistani man, who invited us to his’ hotel for dinner.
We accepted with some reservations, although he didn't 
seem lecherous or dangerous in any way. An excellent 
dinner with lashings of liquor (strictly forbidden by 
Moslem law, he told us cheerfully as he swallowed his 
second glass neat) was ordered and we settled into 
conversation. He asked us straight away if we were 
married and for some reason neither of us will ever 
understand, we simultaneously said yes. I was quite 
obviously a good ten years older than John, but this 
occurred to neither of us at the time. Our host spoke 
to both of us about various things for a while (mainly 
about Indians), but before long he addressed himself to 
John and asked very politely if he might sleep with me. 
John was flabbergasted and totally out of his depth. 
Men, if they are not travelling with a woman, can go 
through all these countries with little  awareness of 
the local attitudes to women. J ohn finally collected 
himself and said that that was not a question he could
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answer. He (the host) would have to ask me. I said 
no and the conversation reverted to the India-Pakistan 
war (he was a general, he said). But before long, he 
again asked John if he might sleep with me. John was 
less surprised this time and launched into an admirable 
explanation of why that question could not be 
asked of him. Our host appeared to listen carefully, 
but there was obviously no place in his mind for this 
information, he simply could not comprehend that 
this might be my decision. I also tried to explain, but 
his eyes glazed over when I started to speak. Obviously 
it was quite alien for a woman to tell him anything. He 
couldn't listen. He would almost immediately 
interrupt me with some comment on the delightful 
slimness of my nose, or the colour of my hair. This 
pattern repeated itself again, and when he asked John 
for the fourth time we simply had to leave although it 
was too early to do so politely.

I couldn't wait to get out of Pakistan, though, by now, 
my expectations for other Moslem countries were not 
very high.
Before I started this trip, I had believed that 
Afghanistan was a made-up country like Transylvania, 
a cliche used to describe somewhere that was remote 
and fantastic. In case any of my readers are as ignorant 
as I was, it is a smallish mountain kingdom bounded by 
Pakistan in the south and east, Russia in the north and 
Iran in the west. And remote and fantastic it is! Wild, 
rocky, mountainous country and incredible looking 
people - men that is. There is no question of women 
being people in Afghanistan. They are not even included 
in the census. The population is 15 million, I was

told, all men.

I saw the faces of some Afghani women on only one 
occasion during my five-week stay there and I saw very 
few women indeed anywhere. In the street, maybe 
one woman to every hundred or so men and these, of 
course, were all wearing chaudri.
This garment more resembles a shroud than anything 
else. It is usually in a pale colour, beige, blue or lilac 
and covers the entire head, body and legs down to the 
ankles. Some of them have a slit for a hand to be 
extruded, but I am not sure that all do. Apart from 
this, there is an embroidered grid about 4" wide by 
about 2 '' deep and it is through this grid that Afghani 
women must view the outside world from the age of 
ten until the day they die. I forced myself to put one 
on in a shop one day and it was terrifying. No side 
vision, no quick turning of the head to see what's 
behind and full frontal vision considerably impaired by 
the gridwork even in good light. No wonder the women 
scuttle along uncertainly, close to buildings. They 
are almost blinded. They don't of course wear chaudri 
in their homes, but Afghani houses are not very big on 
windows, so that the inside of their houses is the only 
place in which they have full vision. Women have been 
stoned to death for going out w ithout chaudri well 
within living memory. This may not happen today, but 
| shouldn't imagine there would be many women willing 
to try it.
You may be surprised to learn that I like the Afghani 
men, but then, so was I. The relief-of not being poked, 
prodded and stared at in the street was terrific and at 
first I could like them just for having too much pride
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to do that. Then the incredible fact began to filte r 
through that these men actually accept European women 
on our own terms. We have money and speak as if 
we expect a reasonable answer. We order things in 
restaurants and buy things in shops w ithout asking any
one's permission. Above all, in a country where over 
90% of the men are illiterate, we can read and write. 
Some of us can even drive a car and that is a major 
technical skill in Afghanistan. So their attitude is 
straightforward, practical and friendly. The only area 
where we fall down is in the subtleties and nuances 
of bargaining for goods, an important area all over the 
East and particularly relished in Afghanistan, but 
European men are no better.

The irony of all this is completed by the fact that so 
many of the men are openly and joyfu lly homosexual.
I can't describe my amazement at seeing two big, 
ruddy-faced policemen embracing and kissing each 
other on the mouth. My feeling, and that o f other 
travellers, is that the men have so degraded the women 
that ail their true human relationships must be with 
other men.

The relatively human treatment a European woman 
gets in Afghanistan does not mean she1 is not in danger 
of rape or abduction. The real dangers, according to  
the always accurate travellers' grapevine, are the same 
as in Iran or Turkey, it's just that the thousands of tiny 
hassles and insults are not there in such profusion.
Iran and Turkey, along with Pakistan, are awarded no 
stars at all in the travellers' grapevine ratings. The 
closer I got to them the more horror stories I heard 
about them. I met some people who had been stoned 
in Iran. I met a girl who had been raped in Turkey. I 
heard of two English boys who had gone to sell a pint 
of blood to a private dealer in Istanbul ( a common 
fundraiser for travellers) and the man had taken all 
their blood. I heard of women disappearing and 
their clothes appearing for sale in the market va few 
days later. I heard that 6 per cent of the people who 
try  to hitch-hike in Turkey disappear w ithout a trace.
Just as I was wondering how I was going to face all 
this alone, \ met up with a busload of young 
European people heading back home as fast as 
possible, so I paid my $60.00 and joined them. More 
than half the people in the bus were men and until 
we arrived in Teheran, the men and women had gone 
around in a fairly homogenus group. But, as soon 
as we arrived, the men, unless they were ''attached'' to 
one of the women, vanished. It d idn't take us long 
to work out why.

Life is almost impossible for a European woman here.
Not only are you pinched, poked and jostled in the 
street, you are followed, jeered at and insulted almost 
continuously. If you retaliate in any way at all, you 
are likely to be attacked. But all this attention is 
only for the street. If you want to buy something, 
particularly food, the chances are that the man in the 
shop w ill disapprove of you so strongly that he will 
ignore you totally. If you force his attention, he will 
pretend not to understand and if  you hold the item 
you want to buy in one hand and some money in the 
other, he will still pretend not to understand.
I met an extremely nice Israeli man at the hotel. He 
had been in Iran two months and enjoyed every minute 
of it. One week of going around with me and a 
Danish couple we made friends with was enough to 
change his mind about Iranian men completely and 
he ended up being angrier with them that I was. An

odd result o f this was that I fe lt guilty, as if I had 
defiled his innocence.

As usual, there were very few women in the streets, 
and even fewer were alone. Some of them were veiled - 
the heavy black again - but even those who weren't 
were covered completely and more voluminous 
shawls over their heads. If anyone looked at them they 
drew the corner of their shawls over the bulge of their 
nose, so that only the eyes and part of the forehead 
were showing. One of the few Iranians (a man, of 
course) I actually had a conversation with, told me with 
pride that it was no longer illegal for woman to go 
without veils.

Part of the hostility of the Iranian men was, I am sure, 
because they didn't want their women to see us, 
although European women in the East usually decide to 
cover themselves pretty thoroughly. Several times 
when Iranian men saw me approaching in the street 
(covered from wrist, to ankle, to neck), they drew 
the shawl across the face of the woman accompanying 
them, or turned her swiftly in the other direction.
I did not even get to see the Teheran market, so famous 
for its handicrafts and carpets, i felt quite bad about* 
this, but after I arrived in Europe I heard a story from 
some people who have lived in Iran which made me feel 
a b it better about it. A European woman had gone to 
Iran on a short visit and had gone to the market 
wearing, in her innocence, a miniskirt. She bent down 
to examine some goods. A man rushed up behind her, 
and in a split second, had torn o ff her knickers and 
penetrated her. It took five people to remove him. My 
feeling about Iranian men is so bad that, when I heard 
this story, I wondered if her rescue would have been so 
prompt and effective had this happened in a small 
regional shopping centre, not dependant on the tourist 
trade.

In Turkey things started to improve. I will never 
forget sitting in a restaurant just inside the border 
fighting back tears because a bareheaded, fat, middle- 
aged woman had just wiped down by table and smiled 
at me, unashamed and unaware of her face.

In Istanbul we felt safe and free enough to get around 
and see things. The pinching, poking and pushing 
syndrome was still there, but it seemed possible to 
deal with it. I am very proud of the fact that I 
managed to get through Istanbul and its market w ithout 
a hand being laid upon me. This reflects credit less 
on the inhabitants than on my perfection, at last, of 
the defensive walk. This walk involves quite subtle 
co-ordination. The arms must be bent at the elbow and 
the elbow held rigid about 6 to 8 inches from the body. 
As you walk, the arms swing independently around 
the body defending it on all sides and enabling a 
quick swipe, which appears accidental, to be made in 
any direction with a hand or an elbow. It is quite 
hard to co-ordinate this with walking in a straight line 
at an even pace, but the results are well worth the 
effort.

In fact, I developed this walk quite unconsciously and 
only became aware of it after the need for it had 
passed. I strode my way through Greece and Yugo
slavia and it was not until we got to Austria that 
something happened which made me realise that I 
must look like a human eggbeater and that I could 
now stop putting all this effort into walking.

I was walking down a street in Vienna, engrossed in 
conversation with a friend when a man jumped aside
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into the gutter to avoid colliding with me. I literally 
jumped for joy and shouted to my friend, "He 
doesn't want to bang into me! I'm allowed to have 
this space I'm standing in !"  That stolid Austrian man 
probably thought I was crazy. He'll never know how 
much I loved him. I wanted to rush about the 
streets getting in people's roads, so I could watch them 
avoiding me and was only with d ifficu lty  restrained 
from doing this.

The Koran. The Prophet Mohammed.
Trans. N. J. Darwood Penguin Classics $1.70  
Trans. George Sale, Frederick Warne & Co. $3.70.

I find it impossible to imagine on what grounds people can 
say that The Koran is a spiritual or philosophic work. It is 
also said that The Koran is poetry. Possibly, in Arabic, it is, 
though I find this hard to imagine as, to me, the essence of 
poetry is subtelty and sensitivity and I can only see The 
Koran as the most blatant and brutal document I have ever 
read.

It is a collection of the revelations made via the Angel Gab
riel by Allah (a disembodied - I can't say spiritual, male 
deity) to Mohammed who lived from AD570 to AD632.
The 'revelations' were written down at various times during 
Mohammed's life on palm leaves, stones or whatever mater
ial was at hand and his followers compiled the collection 
into book form after his death. The way they arranged the 
book is extraordinarily imaginative. They put the longest 
revelation first and the shortest last and graded them accord
ing to length throughout, regardless of the order in which 
Mohammed wrote them, the chronological sequence of the 
events themselves, or any possible subject matter grouping. 
This arrangement has survived to this day, although the trans
lator o f the Penguin Modern Classics Edition, found it a bit 
bothersome and rearranged the chapters according to chron
ology and subject matter.

Structurally, the other striking feature of the Koran is its 
repetitiveness. Every single section - there are 114 - begins 
"In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful" 
and references to Allah's compassion, mercy, all-knowing- 
ness and the need to fear him occur in almost every verse (of 
these there are over 6000). It would be a perfect text from 
which precis writing could be learned. I would not be sur
prised if it could be reduced to a fifth  of its size or less with 
no loss of meaning whatsoever.

The actual subject matter of The Koran, apart from descript
ions of Allah and the rewards and punishments meted out by 
him, is of two kinds. One is the history of middle eastern 
civilisation up to the death of Mohammed and this overlaps 
to a large extent'with biblical history - a fact which I am 
sure, not many people are aware of. For the rest it consists 
of thousands and thousands of bossy rules on how to conduct 
every aspect of life so as to please Allah, total submission to 
Allah being the main thing required of his worshippers.
To need saying at all, most of these injunctions must have 
been made to a primitive, unthinking and ethicless people. 
Injunctions not to cheat orphan children or to cast pregnant 
women close to  term into the street are surely unnecessary 
of statement in most cultures as ones against the eating of 
human flesh. The Koran, therefore, may have had a salutory 
moral effect in the time and place of its writing, but the 
mind boggles that it can be the 'spiritual' guide of a large 
proportion of the world's population in this century.

There are rules for the most specific to the most general ■ 
matters. There are rules for diet, and for when, where and 
how to pray and when A!!ah will waive these rules, e g. it is

Wild horses could not get me to visit Iran again, and, 
apart from Indonesia, I would think very carefully 
before going to any Moslem country at all - except 
to assist the women in a revolution. For I believe that 
when these women realise what they have been 
deprived of, their retribution will be total and savage 
and, try  as I may to be impartial about it, the thought 
delights me.

ROBIN MACK

forbidden to eat carrion, but Allan w ill forgive if starvation 
threatens and it is the only food available. People must wash 
before praying to Allah, but if one is in the desert Allah will 
forgive if one merely rubs hands and face with sand. Noth
ing must be allowed to interrupt one's prayers to Allah, but 
if, during them one is attacked by an enemy with a sword, 
Allah will forgive the interruption provided that one fights 
back savagely.

I w ill cut short my discussion on the pleasanter aspects of 
The Koran to deal w ith the two issues which upset me about 
it and these are the violent, warlike nature of the religion it 
describes and the attitude of this religion to women. Quot
ations will, I think, suffice to give you an idea of just where 
Allah is at:- }

"Believers! Shall I point out to you a profitable course that 
will save you from a woeful scourge? Have faith in Allah 
and His apostle and fight for his cause with your wealth and 
your persons."
When you meet the unbelievers in the battlefield, strike off 
their beads and, when you have laid them low, bind your 
captives firmly."
"Seek out your enemies relentlessly. If you have suffered, 
they too have suffered: but you at least hope to receive 
from Allah what they cannot hope for. All is wise and all
knowing."
"You shall not kill any man whom Allah has forbidden you 
to kill, except for a just cause."
The only people Allah forbids believers to kill are other bel
ievers. Many references are made to "just causes", but there 
don't seem to be any definitions of what constitutes a just 
cause.

"Men have authority over women because Allah has made 
the one superior to the others and because they spend their 
wealth to maintain them. Good women are obedient. They 
guard their unseen parts because Allah has guarded them. As 
for those from whom you fear disobedience, admonish them 
and send them to beds apart and beat them. Then as they 
obey you take no further action against them. Allah is high, 
supreme."

"Try as you may, you cannot treat all your wives impart
ially. Do not set yourself altogether against any of them, 
leaving her, as it were, in suspense. If you do what is right 
and guard yourselves against evil, you will find Allah forgiv
ing and merciful."

"Believers, do not approach vour prayers when you are drunk, 
nor when you are polluted... if you have relieved yourself or 
had intercourse with women while travelling and can find no 
water, take some clean sand and rub your faces and your hands 
in it. Allah is benignant and forgiving."
" If  any of your women commit fornication, call in four wit
nesses from among yourselves against them: if they testify 
to their guilt confine them to their houses until death over
takes them or till Allah finds another way for them. If two 
men among you commit indecency punish them both. If 
they repent and mend their ways, let them be. Allah is for
giving and merciful."
Robin Mack
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or fitting your skin
better

For another aspect of religion, Sandi Hall visited a woman who had been described as a witch. 
Here’s what she found.

“ I’m not really a witch, I guess, at least as far as most 
people would interpret it. I don’t run around in a 
long black cloak, and I don’t think I’ve got any warts 
at all, let alone on my nose. I just started reading 
books that happened to mention witches, and when 
I was about 17, I read a book called The White 
Witch by Elizabeth Goudge. I t ’s really a book w rit
ten in a fictional way that tells about England 
centuries ago, and o f course, it is written for children 
aged about 10 to maybe 15. But I enjoyed it, and 
what really got me was that it was the first book I’d 
read about good witches. She’s dead now, but I ’m 
sure that Elizabeth Goudge knew a lot more about 
witches than she let on. In another of her books she 
has a whole passage that is just about a little  girl being 
told by an old woman the ordinary uses of herbs and 
also about the mandrake root. Yes, I know it all 
sounds a bit dull, but I think the witchcraft thing 
you’re talking about is usually the stereotype they 
show in movies or bad magazines. Witchcraft to me is 
just natural, and I don’t like to call it  witchcraft. I 
call it Linking. That best describes it for me, because 
I’m linking my mind and actions back to the days 
when people knew that herbs were medicinal and 
used them all the time, and also, people looked to 
nature to show them the answers” . I asked her i f  
that was any different from being a naturalist.

“ Well, yes, because they stop there, the naturalists.
But I think that it goes beyond that, because we are 
part o f nature. Look how phoney so much o f our 
lives are. Now, I feel like taking o ff all my clothes, 
because I go naked a lo t and i t ’s good, but I am in
hibited by you being here, and that’s phoney. I 
shouldn’t care what you think at all. And even though 
I can feel that you are not laughing at me, and maybe 
wouldn’t mind if  I did take o ff my clothes, I still can’t 
do i t ” . I asked her whatshe meant by saying that she 
could ‘feel’ I wasn’t laughing at her.

“ I t ’s part of being totally conscious and totally linked. 
When those two things happen, you do know how 
people feel, and you more often than not know what 
they think. Not in detail, but the broad outline” . Did 
she mean telepathy? /

“ Sort of. I have a very high degree o f telepathy with 
my husband, but it operates best on a small wave 
length - distance, that is. When he is in town, I can 
just barely feel him. When he’s in say, Hamilton, there 
there’s nothing. But it will probably be better with 
Mark (the baby) because I’ve had my mind open to 
him since before he was born, and I get little  
glimpses” . What does a baby think?

“ Well, he thinks shapes and feels, mostly. That shape 
is food, that shape is sound, that shape is warm/love 

something, anyway, that’s good. And that feel

is nasty, that feel is good,- that feel is pleasant. Babies 
aren’t too complicated” . Do you belong to a coven?

. “ Oh no, I’m not that sort o f a witch, you know. I 
don t know how they’d feel about me, maybe a bit 
sceptical. But their rituals are so silly, aren’t they? 
You don’t need all that formality and things. See, 
way, way back there were fairies, real ones. They 
were just small people who knew about herbs and 
things and lived with nature and had telepathy. They 
never fought with anyone, they’d run away first, be
cause they knew that nothing is as important as 
living. That’s all that life is about. People from other 
races wh© cam£ to those areas to live made contact 
with them, and learned about their ways. Those bits 
of knowledge, which are not secret and are easily 
understood, are still around today. A lot o f gardeners 
have some o f that knowledge, because they love grow
ing things, I mean they love things that grow. Once 
you’re in that state, you’re halfway there. The rest 
is just practise, following your own instincts. You will 
find that you can feel people you love and people you 
hate. You have to concentrate, but it isn’t that hard” , 
And what did Stella think development of this tech
nique would do for women?

“ I t ’s very d ifficu lt to explain, but the nearest I can 
come to it is that you f i t  your own skin better. When 
you’re born, you spend years just absorbing impres
sions, details, information and experiences. And then 
you reach a time when you’ve got to put all that 
together into some sort o f shape, so that you aren’t 
muddled in your head. You’ve got to find out who 
you are, and where you are. When you’ve done that, 
you can try to find out where you want to be, which 
is not easy. Well, the whole process is so much easier 
when you know the background thing. Not history, 
not the stupid and sorrowfilled wars that men have' 
been making ever since they first turned their backs 
on nature, but the movement that goes on behind day 
to day life - - - I don’t know, do you understand at 
all what I mean?”  I said I thought I did.

Look, would you close your eyes, and listen?
Please?” So I closed my eyes, and listened to her 
fairly ordinary voice. And immediately I could see 
why she asked me to close my eyes. I could hear 
better. She was talking about the old days, the days 
before man insisted on deifying himself and surround
ing himself with righteousness. And I felt something 
in my head recognise the validity o f what she said; 
somewhere, deep inside me, something nodded sagely. 
We are o f the earth, and her secrets are there waiting 
for us to learn them. The cycle of life is important, 
especially to women, because they are the centre of it 
for the race of humans. I really felt good, listening to 
Stella.
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When I left, she asked me not to  mention her full 
name and address. I said I thought many women 
would like to talk to her. “ Yes, but they don’t need 
to. They just have to listen to themselves, to the earth 
and to nature. I don’t want people sitting at my feet

as if  I were some kind o f a god. Men invented gods, 
and they are okay for men to play with. But women 
know the value of the natural, the earthy and the gen
uine. If they keep walking that way, they will get to 
the real core” .



r GAYS

AND THE

CHURLA
The sexual taboos enforced in our society are the 
product o f a single religious tradition, based on the 
Judeo-Christian scriptures.

Today people within the Judeo-Christian tradition are 
beginning to challenge the taboos. And they begin with 
two o f this tradition’s most cherished principles : that 
morality is more a matter o f individual conscience 
than o f laws ; and that there is more than one path to 
a moral life.

Biblical injunctions, say these modern churchmen, 
must be seen as the words o f ancient wise men who inter
preted their faith in terms o f their own age and their 
own understanding o f the world. Contemporary moral
ity, they say, must be based on all the knowledge that 
has become available since then. “ An approach for 
understanding and appropriating the Bible today 
includes :

,1) The affirmation that the Bible is not the Word o f 
God, but the words o f men in which, and through

which , we believe, the living, active, constantly 
contemporary Word o f God comes to men.

(2) The realisation that the Bible writers faced the 
same basic existential questions which we face, 
but their answers are time-caught, as are ours/ 
and only valid for them ........... (1)”

These same churchmen point to the inconsistency of 
other Christians who quote sections o f the Bible that 
(supposedly) condemn homosexuality but are ready to 
ignore such scriptural injunctions as St. Pauls exhor- 
tion to slaves to stay with their masters (Ephesians 6:5) 
to defy such Old Testament prohibitions as those 
against wearing a scarlet dress or eating shrimp and to 
reassess passages in the Bible which suggest that women 
are inferior to men. Today’s moral decisions, they say, 
cannot be made on the basis o f ancient rules as inter
preted by medieval scholars. Rather, they must be 
based on present-day understanding o f the gospel o f 
God as love in action in the world.

I f  God is love, they say, then God is present wherever 
love occurs — and homosexuals are people who happen 
to love members o f their own sex. They believe that 
physical fu lfillm ent deepens and cements love, and 
they do not ask homosexual men and women to abstain 
from loving members o f their own sex. They say that 
no form o f sexuality is either moral or immoral, and they 
they believe that casual sexual acts which involve no 
force or cruelty are not sins. They ask for a religious 
rejection o f guilt where there should be no guilt:

“ The time is overdue to make the same statement (that 
marriage is strictly a private affair and that no outside 
interference is warranted) concerning the personal 
sexual arrangements o f any consenting adults. Homo
sexual Masons should not have to be kept hidden, and 
gays should not have to simulate a ‘straight’ role 
which violates their true selves. It is time to get out 
o f the business of being judgemental about our fellow 
humans; especially is this true for those who profess
that we are all God’s children............. By our attitudes
and by our actions we must make it  possible for 
homosexuals to come out o f hiding, to live their 
lives secure in their right to be themselves”  (2)

Many church groups in New Zealand are coming to 
the realisation that homosexuality is merely a natural 
variant o f sexual behaviour and are calling for liberalis
ation o f the present laws. These groups include the 
Methodist Church; Presbyterian; Quaker; Associated 
Churches o f Christ; some diocese o f the Anglican 
Church.

LIZ SADLER.

1. “ Homosexuality : A Contemporary View o f the 
Biblical Perspective” . Rev. Dr. R.L. Treese. -

2. “ Toward A Quaker View of Homosexuality” . 
Jim Bradford.
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BISHOP GOWING ON WOMEN
Bishop Gowing has spoken and voted in favour of the induction of women as priests into the Anglican Church. 
The majority of Dioceses in New Zealand have now approved this proposal but the General Synod must confirm 
this before women can be accepted for training. The General Synod next meets in 1976 and if its approval is 
given, the priesthood with full powers and functions will be extended to women. Presumably the opportunity 
will exist for women to achieve the status of Bishop.
Will there be any necessary change in Anglican theology 
to accommodate the induction of women into the 
priesthood?

No. You have referred specifically to Anglican 
theology. All the way through the debate there has 
been a great body o f support for the contention that 
there are no theological barriers to the ordination of 
women. There may have been prejudices and socio
logical matters. .  .
Some people feel that women have been particularly 
repressed by religion. For instance God is male. The 
only female who figures in the Christian religion is the 
Virgin Mary and she exists only because of her sex.

I think that is a valid judgement. I have just written 
an article called “ The Neglect o f People” . One group 
o f neglected people is the women in the Church. We 
should be opening up not only the ordained ministry, 
but the responsible offices within the Church - not 
because they are women but because they are human 
beings o f ability and great intelligence and skills that 
we need tor these tasks. Not to accept women tor 
them seems to me nonsensical.
Do you see women as having an inherently bad or 
evil nature? That is to say perhaps that women have 
natural or built-in difficulties in transcending their sex 
to operate on an objective level.

I wouldn’t think that a woman in the priesthood would 
have any more potential to “ fa ll”  than would any man. 
We’re all in it, in other words. We all, men and women 
and young people, die in a sense if  we don’t reach 
true fulfilm ent o f the love that was given to us. It is 
in our nature to fall - not to be as perfect as we 
should be. This applies to men and women.

Present society continues to hold anciently formed 
attitudes. The prejudices formed, perhaps at a time 
when the Church and Society were synonymous, 
related to the inherent evil of the female. The concept 
of original sin . . .

Your interpretation o f the doctrine of original sin is 
incorTect. People try to read into the Bible a prejudice 
against women, particularly in the Old Testament.
But it  is the New Testament we are dealing with. The 
doctrine of original sin relates to people - not to 
women more than men. All people are prone to sin.
A great number of witches were burned during the 
Middle Ages and research is tending to show that these 
women were innocent herbalists and doctors. They 
were persecuted because men were afraid of their 
influence. The male dominated Church tried to elimin
ate them in order to protect its own power structure. 
Would you agree with this theory?

This is very specialised. They were burned because 
they transgressed the normal practices of the Church. 
Whether such attitudes o f men found expression in

such dreadful deeds - to maintain superiority in 
the Church - I think that is highly unlikely. I don’t 
think there has been a systematic persecution o f 
women. I agree that they have been kept under. But 
it has not been malicious - just thoughtlessness.
Women have been neglected. Neglect has sprung from 
thoughtlessness and perhaps a degree o f a desire for 
dominance. Not maliciousness - perhaps in the Dark 
Ages but not today.
What do you think has so far prevented women enter
ing the priesthood?
Prejudice as in the other professions. I am not un
mindful o f priority number one as far as women are 
concerned and that is to be the bearer o f children. That 
is, o f course, generally speaking. There are women, 
and they are no less women, who are not attracted to 
bearing and rearing children but would much prefer 
to give themselves in other ways to the society to 
which we belong. This is a question which hasn't 
really been faced up to, in the ordination issue. What 
is going to happen to the woman’s priesthood if  she 
does decide to marry and have children. She won’t 
be able to serve uninterrupted as men do. This 
hasn’t been worked out but certainly it  should not be 
allowed to bar the ordination o f women . . .  it  may 
be that a husband is more suited in temperament to 
caring for children than his wife is. \yhy not then 
reverse the traditional roles?

The historical roots of the suppression of women 
continue today and find expression in women’s lack 
of self image, lack of a sense of their own worth.
This can often lead to mental decay or illness.

New Zealand women seem to be particularly tied to 
the kitchen. This is where the men like them to be. 
They should find work outside the family circle much 
more.

It is not just a question of change of physical sur
roundings but also a mental emancipation. Women 
must become self-motivated. Does the Church need 
to change theology to accommodate this?
The theology is there. It doesn’t need to be changed. 
The concept o f ministry is important. We are all 
called to be a minister for Christ - this means find
ing the kind o f role where we can serve best o f all.
The book, “ The Theology o f the Laity”  had a 
tremendous impact on Protestant and Anglican 
churches. It  showed that we are called as a body to 
serve Christ. Not just the chaps with the dog collars. 
Women are included in this too. They were, in fact, 
very close to Christ. The fact that he chose men to 
be his disciples can’t be used in support o f the view 
that women were suppressed. Christ certainly en
couraged them to serve. St. Luke, Chapter 9 says 
that women went to Jerusalem with him in order to 
minister to him, to care for him.

Apart from Bishop Gowing’s sincere recognition of women as people, he did not project any future- 
orientated understanding of feminist problems. He views the human character as shaped not so much 
by socialisation, but by inherent God-given attributes which may or may not develop therein. I felt, 
then, that we never really met on the same ground. Our fundamental assumptions were so different 
that our swords never crossed. My second-last question is a good example of this. The idea of human 
worth appears to have no place in Christian dogma since a person is always open to sin.
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with these 
hands....
Part 2 :
Lighting UpThe Dark
After the last article on plumbing appeared, several of my 
friends decided to tackle jobs that had been waiting around 
for ‘someone who knows what they are doing’. Helen 
thought she would clean the shower head, which was a bit 
gungy and dripped. Sandra decided, with Miriam’s help, 
to fix a new seat on the toilet. Once immersed in these ’ 
jobs, the women found very little help in my article:
Helen, not having a pipe wrench, decided to use an ord
inary pair of pliers, but she had to grip and hit at the 
same time, and this caused the chair to wobble which 
made her reach out and grab whatever came to hand.
This proved to be the shower curtain rail, which detached 
itself from the wall with gusto, showering the floor w"ith 
bits of plaster and odd screws. She says she awaits the 
‘bit on carpentering’.

There are three common electrical problems which I 
shall discuss.
THOSE UGLY PLUGS

Sandra and Miriam tackied the toilet seat with deter
mination, but were a bit taken aback to find that 
Miriam’s pipe wrench lacked the middle wheel, and so 
was useless. They kept at it, using various pairs of 
pliers, but to no avail. Coincidentally, I arrived as 
they were struggling with the problem, but as the 
bolts were rusted over and seemed to be immovable, 
all I could suggest was that they get some loosening’ 
fluid from the nearest hardware shop. A couple of days 
later, I discovered that the loosening fluid hadn’t worked 
either, and that eventually the job was done by Sandra’s 
sister, who grimly sawed away at the bolts until she 
sawed all the way through; the rest, she assured me, 
was easy. And Sandra said that the whole thing - the 
rust, the wrench, etc., was what could be expected to 
happen, as of course the only time you want to change 
a loo seat is when it’s old and rusty and bloody hard 
to get at. For any readers fired by my previous article 
who are now a bit dampened in their enthusiasm, I can 
only say that the more you do it, the better you’ll get. 
What is called cold comfort, I think!

Electricity scares a lot of people, and so it should because 
it is very dangerous; but if you know the rules, you’ll be 
able to handle this efficient servant relatively easily.
Just remember: First don’t ever work on an electrical 
appliance with the electricity on. That’s just sensible. 
Second. Don’t ever work on an electrical appliance with 
water in proximity. Make sure you take your work to a 
dry area, or if not possible, check and re-check to be sure 
that there is no water around.

Perhaps the most common repair needed around the place 
will be replacing a plug at the end of a lamp or iron or 
kettle. This is not difficult at all, but you have to know 
one very important thing. All plugs and appliances - 
everything - have three wires inside. There will be a 
brown one, a black one and a green/yellow one. These 
are the live wire, the neutral wire and the earth wire^
IF YOUR PLUG IS VERY OLD, THESE COLOURS 
COULD BE DIFFERENT. In this case, you can tell 
which is which by where they are placed. When the 
prongs of the plug are facing you, the LIVE wire will 
be on the lefthand side, side by side with the neutral 
wire, which will be on the righthand side; the EARTH 
wire is on a separate, slightly larger pin below the other 
two. The wires must go to the correct pins, and it is 
especially important that you put the earth wire in 
correctly. Now, take the plug and turn it so that the 
prongs are facing you. You will see two screws. Undo 
these screws slowly and pull the two halves of the plug 
apart. Unwind the wires from their pins, and pull off 
the old plug. If the wires are a messy, you can trim 
them down to new wire simply by pulling off the insul
ation with a pair of sharp scissors to expose new copper 
wire. DO NOT EXPOSE MORE THAN YOU NEED 
TO WIND AROUND THE PIN’ Now, put the new 
plug on the wire; take the brown (live) wire to the 
left pin, wind around and turn tightly. Do the same for 
the black (neutral) wire on the right pin, and, finally, 
the green/yellow (earth) wire on the bottom, separate 
pin. Before you put the cover on, check to make sure 
that no copper wire is exposed, and particularly, that 
no copper wire is touching any other exposed copper
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wire. Put the cap on, turn the two screws tightly, 
and there you are.

SOMETHING’S DEAD IN THERE

Another very common house complaint is a dead wall 
socket. Before you tackle this job, TURN OFF THE 
ELECTRICITY AT THE MAINS. I don’t want any 
deaths on my conscience. You must do this. If you 
can’t turn off the electricity, THEN DON’T ATTEMPT 
THIS REPAIR.

Unscrew the two little screws on the face of the wall 
socket plate. (If you can, use a screwdriver with a 
rubber handle. It would help, too, if you could wear 
sandshoes or sneakers on your feet). Now you will 
see that the wires come out of the wall onto the plate. 
There may be only two wires. In that case, these will 
be the neutral and live wires, and will be black and 
brown. If you have an old house they may be light blue 
for neutral and red for live. Unscrew wires from pins.
Pull the wires out a little to check they are not cracked 
or frayed. If they are, trim them back with a pair 
of sharp scissors. You could now wind insulation tape 
around the raw end. Take the new wall plate and attach 
the wires in the same sequence you found them. Write 
forget. If there is a third wire in the socket, this will be 
the earth, and will be green/yellow or green. It, too, 
should be attached to the same pin as originally. Fold 
the wires gently back into the wall box and fit the 
plate on so that it is flush with the wall and the holes > 
for the screws line up. Tighten screws.

AND THE LIGHT DAWNED

Another very common household repair is the table lamp 
or the wall lamp, which for some reason just won’t turn on 
You have tried the wall switch and that works; you have 
tried the plug, and that’s OK too. And you’ve even 
checked to be sure the bulb itself is not blown. So you 
know that something’s wrong, but not what! It could 
be the socket that the bulb fits into, which will have 
two bayonet fittings or a thread fitting to take the 
bulb. It is essential that the bottom of the socket makes 
correct contact with the wires that carry the electricity, 
and this could be where your trouble lies.

First... unplug the lamp, or, if it is a wall fitting, turn 
off the electricity. Next, remove shade and bulb. Now 
gently turn the socket itself, which should thread free 
of the collar that protects it, and show wires attached 
to the top of it. If the wires look frayed or worn, you 
should trim them back. Take the wires off the socket, 
being careful to remember what the sequence was.
Write it down if you think you mightforget. Now, 
after trimming the wires, attach them in the correct 
sequence to the socket. Screw back into the protec
tive collar. Put in a light bulb. Turn on the electricity 
and switch on the light. If it works, super. If it 
doesn’t ... either call it a day and get an electrician, 
or go over it slowly, step by step, tightening the 
contact screws and being sure that there are no bare 
wires touching one another.

Finally, I hope that all of you understand what might 
happen if, when starting these repairs, you don’t turn 
off the electricity; you won’t be a live wire, you’ll be 
a dead feminist. And I didn’t put this together to 
give you a charge.

Sandi Hall

Feminist Weekend
NO MEN NO CRECHE

Evening March 21 — 23 Narrows Park 8 miles S.E.
Hamilton (near Airport).
You will need ideas and enthusiasm, sleeping gear, food\ 
and utensils, $3.00, funtime things, e.g. guitars, kites, 
cricket bats.............
ORIENTATION— consolidation of feminist movement.

— raising of personal and collective 
consciousness.

— construction of specific strategies for 
change.

— Have fun together.
Friday Evening -  barbeque get together. Bring your own. 
Saturday morning — grassroots rap “What Feminism Means 

for Me’\_ Small informal groups.
LUNCH — SWIMMING — BREAK 

Afternoon Workshops or particular issues of interest initiated 
by interested Feminists. WHAT ARE YOU INITIATING? 
COMMUNAL POT LUCK COOK UP 
• Feminist Fling — Stage provided — do your own thing, 
e.g. singing, acting, dancing, aerobatics, films, art display. 

Sunday upon rising -  MASS GATHERING -  to knot 
out concrete strategies, tactics for CHANGE. Ideas 
presented for hearing discussion and debate by concerned 
concerned groups.

Contribute to THE FEMINIST WEEKEND COLLECTION

Send us your stories, poems, cartoons, raves, skits,
sketches, articles, TYPED DOUBLE SPACE ON SIDE
ONLY. We will thermafax a stencil directly from your
layout and gestetner copies to be available at
BEGINNING of the camp.

%

Absolute Deadline, February 15th 1975.

P.O. Box 108, Matangi OR 12 Bond St, Hamilton.

First 120 registrations guaranteed a bunk.

Return T o -  MS. CALVERT BY 1/3/75 
12 BOND STREET, 
HAMILTON.

Ms................................................................

Address.....................................

Included is my $3.00 registration I will bring a caravan/tent
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H E A L T H Y

W O M E N

This is the first of a series about women’s health, in 
particular, self help. Mostly we will be sharing with you 
information which has been received from groups 
working in this field both here and overseas. We welcome 
any information from readers, particularly about the 
menopause, about which there is an appalling lack of 
information.
In 1973 an International Childbirth Conference was held 
in Connecticut, U.S.A. Over 100 feminists attended this 
one day conference which had as its main focus the need 
for change in the current obstetrical practices. One of 
the papers presented described the changes which have 
occurred as men have taken over from midwives. Those 
who heard Lorraine Rothman speak last year will 
remember her comments on the change from a seated 
position to a horizontal position during childbirth, which 
has been forced upon women by male doctors. Kathleen 
Barry expands this:
“ Buriec|in the proud past of female history is the 
obstetrical chair which was used by the midwife for the 
parturient woman at the time of delivery. From the 
beginning of recorded history until 70 years ago when 
men took over obstetrics, this chair, which was developed 
by midwives, allowed women to give birth in an upright 
position. It was a portable device carried by the midwife 
to the home where the woman was about to give birth. 
From the stooping position the midwife would assist 
in the delivery of the infant as it emerged from the womb. 
Women in labour had the advantage of nature and the laws 
of gravity which sped the labour and allowed easy 
delivery.
With the advent of the male obstetrician, the chair 
disappeared, the whole process was reversed and until 
the last few years there were no signs of the chair ever 
having existed. Men changed the terminology when they 
took over the field. Women had been called midwives.
Men called themselves obstetricians. The term obstet- 
trician is derived from midwife which means ‘to stoop 
in front of’. No man 70 years ago or today would 
consider stooping in front of a woman to assist her in 
delivery. The male obstetrician, confident of his 
superiority over women and at the stroke of a jealous 
hand changed childbirth from a natural process to a 
barbarous event. Refusing to stoop in front of a woman 
he put her beneath him, prone on a delivery table. Male 
egos could be swabbed and satisfied with women flat on 
their backs and male control over women was complete 
with women strapped to a table with their legs spread 
wide apart in stirrups. Helpless and vulnerable women 
were forced into a position that was directly opposite to 
that which would allow quick and safe labour and 
delivery.

Now that men control the delivery room, a normal 
childbirth procedure looks something like this: in the 
ninth month of pregnancy once labour has begun and 
contractions are getting close together, the pregnant 
woman goes to hospital to have the doctor deliver her 
baby. Once at the hospital she is left in a bed in a 
horizontal position where she will continue to labour 
several times longer than if she were allowed to remain 
in an upright position. As contractions come close 
together and the cervix is dilated she is ready for delivery.

Doctors are known to plunge their fists into the vagina 
occasionally to check for dilation when women are 
experiencing contraction - an act that is calculated to 
intensify pain and increase humiliation. Doctors easily 
explain this away with the argument that the only time 
that the extent of dilation can be truly determined is 
during contractions. But this is being determined for the 
doctor’s convenience. A midwife may want to know how 
dilation is progressing to determine the potentiality of 
complications» but as she stays with the woman during 
the entire childbirth process, she does not put as her 
first concern mass production and her own convenience,

A HISTORY OF WOMEN HEALERS

This month:Childbirth
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After having put women flat on the table causing 
prolonged labour and more painful childbirth, male 
pbstetricians then came to the rescue with anaesthesia to 
solve the problem they caused. Anaesthesia is 
administered (in the USA) as a matter of course to 
women as they are about to deliver without any 
consideration of the need for it or the desire of the 
woman. Doctors contend that it is much simpler for 
them to deliver the baby when the mother is 
unconscious. Her consciousness is considered an 
interference in his work.
What else does anaesthesia accomplish besides the 
doctor’s complete control of the woman and his own 
comfort? First, it removes the woman as an active 
participant in the delivery and thereby ceases any 
helpful knowledge she could give the doctor. Second, 
it has been conclusively shown,and most women will 
testify to the fact,that it slows down labour and the 
whole process of childbirth. Breech births are often the 
result of anaesthesia causing the infant to turn completely 
in the womb. Third, recent studies indicate that anaes
thesia to the mother acts as a depressant to the child.
In a study of Maya and Thorndike (1963) it was found 
that ‘The newborn shows marked susceptibility to the 
depressant effect of drugs used in labour.’ Fourth, 
childbirth can be and has been a highly erotic experience 
for many women. Niles Newton reported on studies of • 
this subject in a recent issue of ‘Psychology Today’ 
concluding that childbirth, lactation and intercourse are 
the three major sexually sensuous experiences of women. 
Anaesthesia obviously separates the woman from the 
potentiality of this experience.
Suffice it to say that the whole present field of obstetrics 
is nothing more than a constant development of solutions 
to the problems caused for women by male doctors who 
find it beneath them to stoop in front of a woman. In 
other words, by only allowing horizontal delivery, 
obstetricians have made themselves indispensable to the 
whole process; an agonizing twist of fate men have caused 
and women have learned to accept.

Interestingly enough, that obstetrical chair developed by 
midwives hundreds of years ago has been revived. As early 
(or late) as 1964 it was presented by Argentinian Dr 
Tucho Perussi to the World Congress of Obstetrics. It was 
found in a report to that body that ‘Horizontal delivery 
is not just unphysiological, it is unnatural, useless, 
debilitating and unproductive; requiring therapeutic, 
instrumental and tocological assistance to obtain a result 
which the patient is biologically equipped to obtain 
alone without help.’ As we can see today, the revival of 
humane childbirth for women was not readily received 
by the male obstetriciahs of the world as we do not find 
this chair in use beyond the limited circle of Dr Perussi 
in Argentina. In fact, his reports to international 
obstetrical associations not only go unnoticed, but it can 
be very difficult to find references to .them.

Dr Perussi points to some of the advantages of vertical 
childbirth that midwives and women prior to the twentieth 
century already knew. Women are able to relax better 
between contractions thereby having more energy for 
each as they come. With delivery of the foetus the 
placenta is pulled out with it. Mothers can testify to the 
agony of the present day methods used by doctors to 
scrape out the placenta. In Perussi’s extensive studies he 
conclusively reveals that vertical childbirth causes a 
shorter period of time for labour. That factor alone is 
indicative of the extent to which obstetricians will go 
out of their way to cause pain for women.

In vertical delivery a woman is not only conscious of 
everything happening to her, she is IN CONTROL OF 
THE ENTIRE SITUATION. And this is obviously why 
the paternalistic doctor is not rushing out to implement 
this method. The modified chair developed by Perussi 
is designed so that a woman can adjust it to her own 
comfort. But the reaction of doctors today is no 
different than it was when they took over this field.
A few years ago University of Michigan’s Dr David 
Middleton, Chairman of the Obstetrical Department said 
with a hint of sadistic history, “It’s just commonsense 
that it’s so much easier for anyone to attend with the 
woman on her back rather than sitting.”
It is time to unearth the carefully buried research of 
Perussi, to study and learn from the wisdom of the 
women who preceeded us. Combining what we know of 
our history with the positive advantages of modern 
medicine, as feminists we must move forward to seize 
control of the delivery room making obstetrician 
synonymous with midwife and something men will 
not be allowed to practice.”

> r  Anderson’s
Restaurant

106 LONDON STR EET

RENOVATIONS 
PHONE 85-957

ANDERSON’S THEATRE RESTAURANT 
(licensed)

HAMILTON

now through December presenting: 

“BIGGLES”

produced by Meriol Buchanan 
written by Michael Boddy

Thursdays - one course meal and play $3.50

Saturdays - three course meal, coffee and play 
$7.50

Reservations desirable - entrance at rear of 
parking lot

Anderson's
Restaurant
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Incident 1
Traffic in Ponsonby Road - multi-laned, male 70, 
beautiful moustache, driving gleaming white Triumph 
2000, cruises parallel, 30 yards behind me in my gleaming 
white Mini 850. I indicate that I am going to change 
lanes in front of him and do so. He then changes lanes 
further to the left, draws up beside me - and wags his 
finger at me. Naughty little girl! Big daddy!
Admonishing male!

Incident 2
Lady and husband-both go for licence for front end and 
rear end digger/tractor. Husband drives tractor down the 
road and passes his licence. Wife is required to drive down 
road, back up drive, turn in small space, operate front 
and rear end apparatus etc. She completes all with skill. 
The traffic officer then takes the wife aside: ‘You 
realise the responsibility of driving this vehicle on the 
road, you realise that this is a tricky machine and that it 
requires a lot of skill to drive sensibly?’
She did and he could find nothing on which to fault her - 
she passed. But it did not seem right to him.
Incident 3
I was trying to take out an insurance policy. Insurance 
man asks,’Are you married?’ I say not and ask, ‘What 
difference does it make?’ He detects my tone. ‘Oh, 
don t worry, many married people have road accidents.’ 
Of course they do,’ I growl. ‘But,’ he rises again,

‘many single people do too.’ ‘Of course they do!’ He 
doesn’t understand too well.
‘My rates are lower because I’m female aren’t they?’ He 
looks stubborn and defiant. ‘Every major insurance 
company in the world has published statistics whici. 
show that women haye fewer accidents than men!’ I 
snarl. He finishes: ‘In my experience, women cause more 
accidents than men because they drive too slowly!’
Julie Thompson

Overheard, this morning, this inane-(comment by a Radio 
Avon announcer after the news bulletin that Ms Shirley 
(Temple) Black has been assigned to the post of Ambas
sadress* to Ghana:
“As Shirley Temple, I guess she’ll leave on the Good Ship 
Lollipop.”
*News bulletin actually stated Ambassador so I checked 
for spelling of ‘Ambassadress’ in Collins NZ Edition (1972) 
and found this definition: “ambassadress, n. fern, the wife 
of an ambassador.”

I was absolutely astounded to hear an ad on the radio 
the other day for ‘Ms toiletries’. You’ve apparently 
got to use them to feel, like the ‘new woman, the 
liberated woman’. It was bad enough in the past when 
we had to use perfume and powder etc. to feel like ‘real’ 
women. But now we can’t even be the ‘new woman’ 
by our own endeavours .... we need the help of the 
cosmeticians.

This year two out of twelve of the voyages of the 
yacht ‘The Spirit of Adventure’ were for schoolgirls. 
Mr. Lou Fisher of Auckland, who gave the yacht to the 
‘youth of Auckland’, said the girls were ‘getting as much 
out of it and proving as good as the boys’, therefore it 
was intended to extend the girls’ trips to five a year! 
Typical male logic that :- if you’re just as good you get 
half as much. The voyages of the yacht are intended as 
character-building experiences - I suppose it will help 
the girls get used to what will happen in later life : that 
you have to be twice as good as a man to get on.
Sandra Coney.
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ALL I WANT IS A QUIET DRINK.

It seems that a woman’s drinking life is a sorry one , 
almost no matter where she goes. In fact this was why 
we in the Working Woman’s Club decided to form the 
group in the first place: as a quiet, all-female retreat 
where we could make merry in peace.

The decision came out of an evening when a few of us 
were talking quietly in the Victoria and chairs were 
drawn up behind us by some very drunk young men.
When we didn’t respond to their direct (very direct) 
approaches, they tried more subtle means of attracting 
our attention, such as loudly daring one another to pull 
down the zip at the back of my dress. At times like 
this, your stomach becomes so knotted with tension 
that to concentrate on a conversation becomes imposs
ible and so we were forced to move on.

For a while we’d been drinking as a club group in the 
Shakespeare until petty harassments from what I assume 
to be the management drove us to try new fields. In our 
ignorance we went to the Royal International. The mo
ment you walk in the door you are put firmly in your 
place as sex object. Standing at the bar you are aware of 
comments about you (in the early evening the gentlemen 
are still sober, it’s not until later that they gain the cour
age to be direct and abuse you to your face, and then 
only when surrounded by their red-blooded mates).
Near us sat two of these red-blooded types. All evening 
they watched us as if we were performing seals, com
mented on every move we made, every word we spoke, 
roared with laughter at any strong opinion expressed and 
remarked frequently on the quality of the entertainment 
provided. Hadn’t enjoyed themselves so much for ages 
it seems. It was very difficult to ignore them, harder 
still not to smash our glasses into their grinning faces.

Next the De Bretts. This could have been good: the gen
eral atmosphere is more one of everyone minding their 
own business, except for two very drunk individuals.
One tried to engage us in a conversation about sex (what 
else?) and swung unpredictably between a smarmy, 
leering matiness and abuse. After he’d gone there was a 
respite until another one began a stream of requests for 
dates and of abuse, lasting almost three hours. The treat
ment from him was like that of the men in the Royal 
International except that theirs was the smug, self- 
assured amusement shown at least at first by middle- 
class sexists when women don’t play the game, while his 
was the more openly hostile anger of working class 
chauvinists. Same thing though.

It seems that men will react like this to us in any pub we 
go to until we find club rooms of our own. In situations 
like this it becomes so obvious how most men regard 
women as commodities for them to consume, with 
no more right of dissent than the beer they are also con
suming. When women direct their attention towards 
their women friends and not at the men around them, 
the men find this bizarre and threatening to their man
hood, responding with self-protective laughter or insults. 
If I did not feel so angry in these situations, I could feel 
a paralysing despair at the enormity of the mess we are 
all in. The men make us into objects and we suffer from 
it, god knows, but by doing so they make themselves into 
into objects. We are supposed to respond merely because 
they are men, not because of any personal virtues they 
may have. No wonder their feeling of manhood is so 
shaky, so in need of defence with teeth bared. To a

point it’s in their own hands. If they treat other people 
as humans they may come closer to their own humanity. 
But this can have only limited success in a society whose 
structure determines that we all be objects. For example, 
we exist to produce goods, the goods are not produced 
to serve us. In fact, if we don’t need certain goods, the 
advertisers will create that ‘need’. We are unimportant 
compared with the money we can make for those who 
already own too much. That industry is prepared to sac
rifice our environment is only one other example. We are 
all cogs in a machine that does not heed us. It must be 
changed and women must do it, because we have suffer
ed from objectification more than men, can see it more 
clearly and, I hope, will avoid it in the future more 
carefully.

Carolyn Lee

THE DECLINING BIRTH-RATE.
PROPOSED PROHIBITION OP*

CORSETS.

APPEAL TO THE GOVERNMENT.

A meeting of the^Nj&w Zealand Na
tives’ Association was held in the 
Council Chambers last evening, wheti it 
was decided, in view of the many evils 
arising from the injurious custom Of 
women wearing oorsets, to send the 
following resolution to the Right Hon. 
the Premier f—Resolved-—“That in 
view of the disastrously diminishing 
birth-rate and the innumerable and last
ing evils occasioned to thfe physical 
frame by thb injurious and indefensible 
custom, of women wearing corsets, and, 
through this a prime factor in the de
generacy of our race, this meeting im
plores the Government from a national 
standpoint to increase the tariff upon 
corsets to such an extent that it will be 
the means of prohibiting altogether 
the sale of these, injurious articles of 
women’s attire.” A diagram showing 
woman’s natural and unnatural form ac
companies this resolution.

The following are some of the evils to 
be attached to the above resolution as 
to why the prohibitidn of the sale of 
corsets Should be made:—It is the pre
disposing cause of tuberculosis caused 
through the compression of the lower 
lobes of the lungs. The chest, cannot 
expand, ,the result being that the lower 
part of the lung becomes dormant; the 
tuberculosis germ ' lodges there and 
grows. It is one of the greatest causes 
of indigestion and constipation, two of 
the greatest evils the flesh is heir to.
It is one of the main factors in the de
cline of the birth-rate, by causing in 
numberless instances though necessit
ous operations the complete loss to 
woman of her generative organs. It 
displaces the internal organs and is the 
cause of innumerable evils which contri
bute largely to the degenration of the 
race. It is the cause, through arresting 
development, of many young mothers 
being quite unable to nurse their babies.

From the Auckland Star, Wednesday March 30, 19Q4 
Sent in by Bert Roth.
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COUNCIL FOR THE SINGLE MOTHER AND 
HER CHILD.
We have an office in the City!
Thanks to the Anglican Methodist Social Services, we are 
now renting offices at Friendship House, 100 Greys Ave, 
city. We, have four rooms plus a bathroom. We plan on ’ 
having an office, one room for counselling, one for the 
chudren to play in, while the women relax in the fourth. 
We have applied for a phone and expect it to be connected 
in about a month.

Our offices are empty at the moment - could anyone help 
with goodies. We need armchairs, carpets, a desk or two. 
Lots of children’s toys and books and anything else you
b v s in J  maL be ab^  t0 USe‘ The ° fflce wil1 be womanned by single mothers. If you can help out with furniture or
toys, would you please phone Helen at 607-271 after 2pm

THE AUCKLAND WORKING WOMEN’S CLUB
P.O. Box 5456, Wellesley Street, Auckland.
The Auckland Working Women’s Club is now an 
Incorporated Society. It aims:-
- to provide a congenial and sisterly atmosphere for 
members
- to provide such recreational facilities as cards, draughts 
etc.
- to provide facilities for the exchange of skills and 
knowledge, e.g. of handcrafts and practical skills
- to promote concern for the welfare of women and an 
interest in feminist ideas
- to provide a child care service for members.
For the past three months the Club has met once a week 
in the upstairs bar of the Shakespeare in Wyndham St, 
but due to a prejudicial judgement from the management 
against one woman, banning her from the Shakespeare, 
plans are being made to move to a new pub, probably 
the Royal International in Victoria Street. The meetings 
are every Thursday from 5.15 onwards and all women 
are welcome. It’s lovely to know there’s always at least 
a small group of friendly women at the pub that you can 
join if you happen to be in town, or want some relaxing 
company. On August 28 the group was joined by 
members of Gay Feminists for an evening of honest 
talk and good times and about twenty women drank 
away the evening together.
Phone Carolyn Lee, 768<*751, if you wish to verify the 
time and place of pub nights or general meetings 
(usually held at 102 Clarence Street) or want to be on 
the newsletter mailing list (or to give donations, of 
course).

A lot of time and organization has been put towards 
petitioning to keep the Auckland Medical Aid Centre 
open and fight the Hospital Amendment Bill. Twice a 
week 500 - 1000 signatures were collected on Queen 
Street and Karangahape Road. A letter was duplicated 
tor people just to add their signatures to. Copies are 
available from Carolyn.

The Club held its first dance on October 4th at the 
Students Association cafeteria and made, unfortunately 
little money, due to insufficient advertising. Oh well. 
Experience was gained and plans for another dance next 
year are underway. A bottle drive is being organized and 
a stall at Cook Street market is being started
Funds are being raised in order to rent rooms or a house 
(any generous landladies about?) to establish a central 
city location for a club and coffee bar. Help, money, 
friends, ideas welcome.
And do join in Thursdays.

ELSIE WOMEN’S REFUGE, SYDNEY.

Elsie Women’5 Refuge was set up in Glebe, Sydney, last 
March. After almost a year’s unsuccessful negotiation for 
cheap council or government housing, a group of Sydney 
women formed after a speakout on Violence Against Women 
and decided that the need for a refuge was so great that it 
was justified in breaking the law to establish one. The 
group occupied two condemned houses owned by the 
Church of England (one of Sydney’s richest and most rapa
cious landlords). Contrary to their expectations, neither 
the local council nor the Church of England has made any 
a empt to evict them and a small government grant has even 
been made to assist operations.

However, to date, Elsie’s operations have been dogged by 
lack of money and complete dependence on voluntary 
labour. The committee tries to have it ‘womanned’ for 
44 hours a day -  a necessity as women who come there 
are often severely disturbed or depressed and visits from 
vengeful and/or violent husbands are not uncommon.

The August Sydney Women’s Liberation Newsletter reports 
that the Elsie Collective has now applied for Government 
Grants totalling $124,000 -  $97 ,000  to cover capital 
costs including a vehicle, maintenance costs and salaries 
tor seven women to work full-time, and $27 ,000  to set up 
a children s annexe nearby.

Even with seven full-time workers, Elsie will still be heavily 
dependent on voluntary help, but the collective feels that 
this is desirable, for without it Elsie could easily just become 
another institution encouraging ‘the same old pattern of 
dependence and isolation’. In selecting the staff, the collec
tive will try to select people who will ensure the continu
ance o f ‘the basic principles of self-help and mutual support 
among the women which have operated at Elsie to date’.

The reason for the children’s annexe is that it has been 
lound that the needs of the women who come to the refuge 
and those of their children are usually quite incompatible.

is oped that the annexe will provide an environment 
appropriate to the children’s needs where the women will 
be tree to participate as they want to.

The same newsletter prints letters from women who 
have taken refuge at Elsie:--



A couple o f months ago I had nowhere to go until I rang up 
Elsie and I was told to come straight out here. I was greeted 
by a very nice roster girl who made me and my children very 
welcome. I  could feel the warmth o f the house say 
welcome'.

I  left my husband five years ago. My husband used to make 
me write my grocery list down on paper and then I  had to 
read it out to him and he would tell me I didn 't need all 
those items and then I pu t the prices down beside each item 
and add them up and that is how much money he used to 
give me. I f  I saved some money on specials I  used to buy 
the children a dress or shoes from the second hand shop.
My husband used to go crook because I didn't bring the 
change home to him. It was a different thing if he went to 
the T.A.B. and lost $40 or $ 5 0 — that was alright because 
he spent it. Ever since I have been here I have felt very re
laxed. The roster girls are out o f this world, they can't do 
enough to help anyone. I think Bessie is just marvellous.
As for ELSIE, I just love everything about her; without her 

don't know where I would have been. I am very grateful 
to her for everything.

“Long Live Elsie''

I  am writing to let you all know what Elsie has done for 
me and my two children. We came to Sydney from New 
Zealand about four months ago. Since we came here my 
husband has given me a hell o f a life. I found myself a 
nervous wreck and very insecure as he skipped from job to 
job and started treating me like a piece o f furniture and 
siding against me with our boarder. He finally chose be
tween the boarder and myself and children. I t  ended up 
with him kicking us out, taking all my money before doing 
so. I  had no friends, money or anything. So I  went to the 
Smith Family who told me to go to Elsie. We arrived on 
Sunday afternoon, scared and not knowing what to expect 
We were welcomed and soon got to feeling as if it was home. 
Everybody is so kind and I  have made many friends and for 
the first time since we've been over here I have felt secure.

The roster girls can't do enough for you and have helped me 
with seeking legal aid etc. What I  enjoy most o f all is our 
nightly chat with the other women o f Elsie, helping one 
another with our problems, knowing you aren't the only 
one who has got hubby trouble and being able to talk 
about it does the world o f good. What I'm trying to get 
across is that Elsie doesn't turn away people o f any race 
and help you all they can and make many new friends 
who'll help you too. All I  can say is “Thank God for 
Elsie''.

new broom 
the 
good 
news

Associate-Professor Marie M. Clay has been appointed a 
Professor and Head of the Department of Education at 
Auckland University to succeed Professor Ralph Winter- 
bourn, who retires at the end of the year. Professor Clay 
will become the first woman to hold a full professorship 
at the University, although there are several women 
Associate- Professors.

Born in Wellington, she gained both an MA with 
Honours and a Diploma in Education of the University 
of New Zealand in 1949, was awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship, and spent two years studying child psy
chology at the University of Minnesota in the United 
States.

She taught in primary schools for eight years, including 
special and remedial classes, and was on the staff of the

Psychological Service of the Department of Education 
for three years. She began lecturing at the university 
in i960, and completed a PhD. on emergent reading 
behaviour four years later.

Professor Clay’s research and teaching interests have 
centred on the development of children and adoles
cents, and the acquisition of reading and writing skills, 
and of language. She has written many articles and has 
lectured widely in these fields.

Her research has included a ten-year study designed to 
understand reading failure in the first year at school and 
to discover more effective remedial programmes of 
instruction. She has published a set of three books for 
teachers on this subject, and has recently by invited to 
conduct workshops in various parts of New Zealand to 
explain the techniques involved.
She has also studied the development of oral language 
by children of different ethnic groups, including Maoris 
and Pacific Islanders. Another current research field is 
the types of adjustment made by children from incom
plete families.

Professor Clay is National Co-ordinator of the Inter
national Reading Association, and International Repre
sentative on the Association’s Board of Directors. She is 
a member of the Advisory Boards of the N.Z. Federation 
of Parents Centres, the N.Z. Family Planning Association 
and the Auckland Family Guidance Centre. She is also 
chairman of the British Psychological Society’s Auckland 
Branch, and a foundation Council member of the N.Z. 
Psychological Society.

Within the University, she is chairman of an interde
partmental committee which seeks to establish a Child 
Study Centre as soon as possible. This would be 
teaching and research facility for students in a variety of 
fields, including medicine, and would also have awder 
community function as a demonstration centre.

Professor Clay, who is married with two children, will 
take up her new appointment on 1 February, 1975.
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LABEL
ANYTHING

SATO 
SPEED 

LABELLER
High-speed, lightweight 
strokes labels with just a touch 
on to any surface — metal, plas
tic, glass, even frozen foods. 
Flexibly-sprung steel fingers adjust 
to round, angled, corrugated sur
faces. Three-line, black/red printing on 
one label by quick-change drum is perfect 
every time. 10,000 labels from one ink fill. Great 
for busy department stores, supermarkets, any 
shop, warehouse, industry. SATO weighs under 
1 '/2lbs, works like a dream.

V
ALL THIS FROM SATO

CONTACT FAIRSAIRN WRIGHT LTD
P.O. Box 609. Phonei 34-955 Auckland.

From N. Z. Office Equipment News, August, 
1974. Sent in by Briar Wilson.

TRY A NEW SERVICE IN HYGIENE 
SUPPLIES

HANDCLEANERS 
BARRIER CREAM 
TOILET TISSUES 
PAPER TOWELS 
SANITARY TOWELS

Safetymaster Ltd

DISINFECTANTS
DETERGENTS
SOAPS

an
As

Would you agree that there 
is a type of woman so dis
tinctively stupid that you are 
liable to assume she could 
only be the^ product of a 
stupid jfTothEt? And that 
every one of the young New 
Zealand women Margaret 
Blay has played in the XZBC 
Spotlight scries is one of 
those?

DR BARNARDO’S IN NEW ZEALAND
Director of Family Care

Dr Barnardo's in New Zealand wish to receive 
applications for the following position within 
the organisation:—

DIRECTOR OF FAMILY CARE
■' (male, non-resident)
DUTIES: To ad minister, formulate and implement family care 
policy of Dr Barnardo's in New Zealand, and to plan all

l i o g w a s h

forward expansion of this work within the country. The 
successful applicant will be responsible through the General 
Secretary in Wellinaton to the Committee of Management.

ent in by Sharon Donovan of Christchurch, 
uckland Star Septeber 28, 1974.



From Hawkes Bay Herald Tribune 
October 12, 1974.

N ZP A -R euier—copyrigh t 
San Antonio, Texas, Oct, 11 

A 21-year-old woman told 
police yesterday she was run- 
nina naked along a street 
seeking help after being raped 
by three men when two 
cyclists grabbed her, drag
ged her into the brush and 
raped her twice more.

The woman said that in the 
first attack she was forced 
into a car by three men as 
she walked along a street on 
San Antonio’s north side. She 
said they took her to the west 
side, raped her and rode off 
in their car, leaving her 
naked.

She ran up a street seek
ing help, she said, only to 
meet the two men on bicycles, 
who also assaulted her. Her 
next try for help was success
ful. The residents of a house 
she went to telephoned police.

Photo: Margot Nash

Send your contribution to the Hogwash 
Pages to P.O. Box 47261, Auckland.

BUTCHER
I Does working behind a  

/cou n ter, day a fte r day 
I  get on your goat. W e  

have fu lly  trained ladies 
to do just th a t. W h a t  
we do require though, 
is a butcher who is good 
a t breaking down, ro ll
ing and cutting . Sure 
we get through a lot 
of work. But w hile  do
ing it we enjoy a lough, 
a joke, and some even 
sing. How about it? 

Come and look us over, 
discuss the job w ith our 
chaps, when you decide

Phone Mr Spearman 
658-135 or after hours 

83-65-092  
THREE KINGS

FOODTDWN
'i

Sent in by Carolyn Lee.

m m -

one of them 
is hunting...
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('Broadsheet on the cs^rtS
BOOK REVIEW S

Lesbian Women
Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon
Bantam Book (paperback) $1.50

I bought my copy of this book from 
the "adults only" shelf of a second
hand bookshop, i which is a pretty 
good indication o f what the word 

"Lesbian" means to the general public. 
However, as a lesbian, this is the first 
book I have read on the subject that I 
could recommend. j

The blurb describes it as "complete and 
revealing" which may be somewhat of 
an exaggeration as we haye so much to 
say and, unfortunately, so much to 
refute, ft certainly contains a wealth of 
information and the heartening aspect 
is that this information is true: lesbians 
telling it like it is, instead of the often 
erroneous and misrepresentative concl
usions drawn by male, heterosexual 
authors.

I remember when I first arrived in New 
Zealand, and the news of my sexual 
orientation had come before me, dis
covering a book on homosexuality in 
the family bookcase (obviously hastily 
bought to try  to come to terms with 
the "problem " before it stepped o ff 
the plane and into their lives) and 
being horribly disappointed that the 
impression given in that book must 
now apply to me in their eyes. This 
book has come too late for me but 
not, I hope, for others.

Essentially concerned with the growth 
and activities of the Daughters of Bil- 
itis, a lesbian organisation in America, 
this book dispels some of the myths of 
lesbianism (yes, even what we do in 
bed!) and replaces them with reality.
It covers lifestyles, lesbian mothers, 
growing up gay and the lesbian in the 
feminist movement. Writing in a won
derfully human and personal style Del 
and Phyllis have drawn from the exper
iences of the many lesbians they have 
met to illustrate points they want to 
make. As they say in the introduction 
lesbians are "suburban housewives and 
spinsters, career girls, show girls and 
cab drivers, society matrons, royalty, 
middle-class married women and mo
thers”  . . .  in other words they are 
women nom every walk of life.

While reading it I found myself snort

ing in disbelief at some of the extra
ordinary notions that otherwise ration
al people have about us - maybe you 
share some of these.
If you've ever wondered what lesbian
ism is all about, this is the book to read.

Val Cole

Fathers Come First 
Rosita Sweetman 
Michael Joseph, 1974

This is the first "popular" novel I've 
read which has been written from a 
feminist view-point. This is Rosita 
Sweetman's first novel and the dust- 
cover tells us that she intends to write 
more books for and about women. 
"We've been silent for too long", 
she is quoted as saying.

Ms Sweetman's novel, set in her nat
ive country, Ireland tells of the 
crucial adolescent and teenage years 
of the heroine, Elizabeth O'Sullivan. 
Educated in a Catholic Convent where 
sex is seen as a mortal sin and marriage 
and motherhood the only true goal 
for "n ice" girls, Elizabeth initia lly has 
some d ifficu lty reconciling these aims 
with the means a woman must employ 
to achieve it. That you must look 
sexy to catch a man but mustn't be 
sexy or the wrath of Heaven w ill fall 
on you. Elizabeth discards her virgin
ity and Catholicism simultaneously 
but is still sold on the idea that all a 
woman needs is a Man, to live through4 
and for. She gets her man alright, but 
painfully realises it isn't quite the con
flagration she expected and what's 
more, that her hold on him is very 
tenuous and security is only the dis
tance between him and the next pretty 
girl.

Elizabeth meets Mary who doesn't 
bother about all the dolly-bird stuff 
and is obviously a die-hard feminist. 
Mary's ideas have a lot to do with 
Elizabeth developing a new view-point 
and making some painful, but at least 
dignified, decisions.

This would be a tremendous book to 
give to a teenage girl who's been really 
sucked in by all the advertising and 
magazine stuff. I'm not suggesting by 
that that it isn't an adult book. It is 
and it's extremely well written, Rosita
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Sweetman has a marvellous capacity 
for being able to communicate emo
tional turmoil and suffering :

" I lay down on the bed and cried till 
I was shaking all over. Until my face 
dissolved and my head expanded and 
I quaked. I gripped the pillow and 
when I stopped, I'd torn it apart.

I got up and went into the bathroom 
My face was red and purple and white. 
I made it smile at itself. It was a gro
tesque, frightened face with mad eyes.
I bathed it. I mended it with powder 
and maxe-up and mascara. It was a 
clown's face, the pain bare under the 
layers of paint. It was a face that 
called out for annihilation".

Her description of sexual experiences 
are especially good. She doesn't spell 
out every move in explicit detail. May
be it's a hang-up but I hate all those 
blow by blow descriptions of screwing 
which exist gratuitously w ithout add
ing anything to the novel as a state
ment. And Rosita Sweetman writes 
about sex with a feminine (using fem
inine in the true sense of the word) 
perception and imagination that is so 
lacking in most novels.
" ............ and you thought of all the
women all over the world opening 
their legs like double doors for their 
men, opening and opening, and then 
you were wanting every hole in your 
body stopped up . . . your eyes, your 
mouth, your ears, your nose, and the 
gap between your thighs widening like 
a crack in an earth tremor, and you 
wanting deep, deep right inside and 
outside to let the whole world rattle 
the doors and rant and rave".

Elizabeth's lover is the archetypal , 
male man. Selfish, manipulative, cruel, 
exploitative but possessing at the same 
time an energy, a sureness of himself 
which are fatally attractive. His por
trait is very finely drawn. Not so 
Mary. I think it must be awfully hard 
to present someone who represents a 
political standpoint as a rounded be
lievable human being. To someone 
outside the movement Mary might be 
quite acceptable but being familiar 
with Women's Liberation rhetoric 
makes Mary's pronouncements seem 
a bit too glib for me. Mary is too 
much a vehicle for feminist philoso



phies, she acts a bit like a chorus in a 
Greek play, always there at the cru
cial moment to give the right per
spective to events. However, that's 
only a minor quibble.
The main message of the book is sig
nificant and is in a palatable form 
which will make it acceptable to many 
readers. I wish they would serialize it 
in “ 19".

Sandra Coney

We, Too, Must Love 
Ann Aldich
Eclipse Paperbacks $1.00

The rise o f feminism has meant a 
correlating rise in lesbianism, in the 
sense that women previously afraid 
to admit to themselves or others that 
they felt very drawn to other women 
now stand unafraid with their loved 
ones at their side. This state of 
affairs has led to a marked increase 
in literature about lesbianism, which 
is of great interest to me, a hetero
sexual.

In order to  better appreciate the 
depths of a relationship between two 
women, I read as many books about 
lesbianism as I can find. I have never 
considered the lesbian relationship an 
odd one ; liking women and being one, 
it seems quite natural to me that some 
women would prefer to be only with 
women and not with men. My desire 
to read about lesbianism is not out of 
envy, though, but out of curiosity. 
Not 'what they do', I know that, what 
woman wouldn't, but what they have.

Books like We, Too, Must Love don't 
help the seeker after information in 
anything other than the most stereo
typed way. It is a bad book. It is 
poorly written, cheaply printed and 
probably mostly untrue. I don't 
want to know what lesbians do in bars 
or how they act in New York and 
Atlantic City. I want to know about 
the comfort, the understanding, the 
solace, the point at which two people 
become one unit. I know about that 
on the heterosexual side, and I'd like 
to know if it is the same or different 
on the homosexual side. Books like 
this do not dignify anything, least of 
all the women they are supposed to 
pay homage to.

Sandi Hall

The Subversion of Women as 
Practised by Churches, Witch- 
hunters and Other Sexists.
Nancy Van Vuuren 
Westminster Press, $7.55

"The Subversion of Women" is a 
study of the self-fulfilling prophesy 
in the character and behaviour of 
women. Ms van Vuuren uses the 
pattern of ego defenses of traits due to 
victimization described by Gordon A ll
port in "The Nature of Prejudice" to 
analyse the effect on women of the 
theory and practices of the Christian 
church. These traits are divided into 
those of the basically intropunitive 
individual (aggression turned inwards):
withdrawal and passivity;
denial of membership in own group;
clowning;
self-hate;
in-group aggression; 
sympathy with all victims; 
symbolic status striving; 
neuroticism -

and those of the basically extropun- 
itive individual (aggression turned out: 
wards) :-

obsessive concern and suspicion ; 
slyness and cunning ; 
strengthening ingroup ties ; 
prejudice against other groups; 
stealing, competitiveness, rebellion ; 
enhanced striving.

The former are the very traits that the 
misogynists of the church have attrib
uted to women, treating the woman 
who dares show any of the extroDuh- 
itive traits as a reviled outcast, while re
garding the intropunitive traits as vir
tues and excuses for further oppres
sions.

The first section of the book gives a 
brief but effective overview of the sub
jection of women as a Judeo-Christian 
tradition, and of the position of the 
submissive "good" woman. The sec
tions on "Witch-craft : a threat to 
church and state supremacy" and 'Sex: 
the self-destructive weapon" look at 
the "ev il" woman who attempts to 
exercises some degree of power, or 
seize some degree of control over her 
own life.
The church evolved during the period 
when female deities still had some in
fluence, and sexuality was accepted. 
The early Christians used opposition 
to sex as a determinant of their ex
clusiveness, displacing all sexuality on 
to the woman. If a religious man 
thought or dreamt of sex, then the 
woman concerned was a demon, borne

of the union of a woman with one of 
the fallen angels. (A woman was not 
even allowed to be a power for evil in 
her own right).

Later all women bpcame potential 
agents of the devil, and the miso
gynists of the church supplied women 
who had no other means of power 
with a complete theology of the Devil 
and his Kingdom. "The belief in 
magic and the devil was also bound to 
be associated with sex in the view of 
the church. Since sex was evil, sex 
was of the devil. Since women 
brought on sexual stimulation, women 
were of the dev il........... "

Women attempted to use their abil
ities within the church, only to meet 
hysterical opposition : from Paul of 
Tarsus's terrified directives, to the 
enforced cloister of the twelfth cent
ury on, and the present opposition to 
women in the ministry.

"When the churches excluded women, 
they left the women to find their 
power and fu lfillm ent outside the ac
cepted institutions. Many women 
were thus directly and indirectly sub
verted into becoming witches, mis
tresses, prosititutes".

The account is brought up to date by 
showing how other institutions have 
used sex for the subversion of women 
as the influence of the church waned. 
Women have been so restricted in 
their access to  well-paid work and 
influential positions that they have 
sold sexual favours, inside and out
side marriage, to feed themselves and 
their children to gain power, to retain 
a job, or to be allowed to continue 
their eduction.

The book finishes with sound practi
cal advice for individual women on 
how to tight tree of the damaging 
personality traits, and with a warning:

"The women's movement consists of 
members all of whome have some de
gree of the traits due to victimization.. 
... and needs to recognise these traits 
and deal with them within organiz
ations. Women have learned to be 
adept at putting down other women. 
We all have this tendency, especially 
when we're trying to change, even to 
fight, the all-male power structure so 
that we can be free as persons. We are 
all angry, hostile, hurt and we are sen
sitive and anxious. Women's organiz
ations must constantly evaluate them
selves and their actions to know when 
they are overcoming the ego defences 
of oppression."
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The book is a valuable introduction to 
the Judeo-Christian attitudes to wo
men, effectively dismantling the myth 
of the church as a champion of 
women.

A great deal of information is pre
sented in a short space span and the 
method of argument by incident and 
quotation makes plenty of ammuni
tion available for debate. For this 
reason the lack of an index is a 
serious deficiency.

Celia Campbell

(A note on some books relevant to the 
subject of women and religion:)

A Theology of Liberation, Gustavo 
Gutierrez, Orbis Books, $4.95 - 
Gutierrez examines it for Latin Ame
rica, but an interesting expose' of a 
new approach to theology which the 
women's movement could benefit 
from.

Ms Means My Self, Gladys Hunt, Zon- 
dervan, $1.94.
A watered-down Catholic view of Wo
men s Liberation. Really bourgeois 
with a wierd interpretation of the 

, Genesis myth.

Woman In A Man's Church, Arleen 
Swidler, Paulist-Newman, $1.25.
One of the best books I've read on the 
effects of Christianity on Roman Cath
olic women.

TELEVIS IO N

A whole programme on women and 
politics. And well done without as far 
as I could detect any patronising att
itudes or editorialising. Cathy Wilson, 
Vice President of the Values Party' 
came over very clearly as an intelligent 
woman. (I must confess I use that adj
ective usually of people whose views 
are similar to mine.)

She said she couldn't see how any wo
men once they had been educated and 
become informed about politics could 
not be feminists.

That's such a welcome thing to hear as 
so many women who've "done well" 
in their chosen careers still claim they 
are not one of those "women's libbers 
who get hysterical and rave on and 
burn bras."

I personally find it very d ifficu lt to 
feel any sisterhood with these women 
who, though they appear intelligent, 
insist on getting the feminist image 
wrong because they've swallowed some 
medias packaged version of women's 
liberation; they, more than anyone, 
S i . j u ' r 1 t"iko the  trnnhle; to inv/pstiaate

wild allegations and assumptions ab
out women in general, instead of cho
osing to stay outside their sex and 
stress individual selfishness and pride 
all the time.

However, the programme itself was 
good and it's a pity there aren't more 
like it in the sense that it managed an 
interesting and unemotive look at fem
inism and politics.

I think "Jennie" who became Jennie 
Churchill will prove to be an interest
ing series as the woman seems to have 
been in some .ways ahead of her time 
in being interested in politics and not 
in making polite conversation with 
possible good catches on the marriage 
market.

She was ambitious in that she wanted 
more than the usual things out of life, 
but J wonder if she could have got’ 
more than the "usual" things out of 
life as a woman in the nineteenth cent
ury had she not met a man who also 
wanted more, much more out of life.
Without beauty she might not have 
got what she wanted. But at least she 
didn't want what society said she sho
uld want i.fe. home, family,.social pos
ition and an empty head. To that ext
ent she was fighting her own back
ground and conditioning as much as 
many women today.
Joanne Edwards

The Feminist Eye
J

Behind the News 
Strawberry Villa

Continued from p.9

ment of Social Welfare, one third were 
referred by other agencies such as the 
Salvation Army, church groups, the 
police, etc. and one third rang direct 
to the Villa, having heard about it 
through the media or a friend: Of the 
total residents 36% had required finan
cial assistance from the Social Welfare 
Department. We have found the 
Department to be helpful and speedy 
with benefits.

During our first six months, a total of 
359 human beings were helped in some 
way by the Strawberry Villa organisa
tion. The majority of families requir
ing emergency accommodation did so 
due to marital breakdown; of these 
about one third reconciled and left the

Villa to return to their previous domes
tic situations. Other reasons for having 
recourse to the Villa included eviction, 
being newly arrived from other parts 
of New Zealand or Australia, abandon
ment of live-in positions or board, 
referral by the police or Probation Ser
vice and inability to pay rent due to 
the husband’s being in prison.

On leaving the Villa, 18 out of 60 fam
ilies went into flats, 14 were those who 
returned to reconciled marital situa
tions and others went to housekeeping 
or live-in positions, to state rentals, to 
friends or relatives and to boarding or 
sharing.

The average length of stay in the Villa 
was six and a half days with 75% of the 
residents staying for one week or less 
and 25% exceeding that length — up 
to 26 days in two instances.

Amongst our transient residents during 
those first six months there were 37

40

married, divorced or separated mothers 
with their children, 17 single mothers 
(never married) and children and two 
groups of father, mother and children. 
There were also one elderly man and 
three single women. Only nine resi
dents came from the North Shore it
self and two of those were without 
children. One North Shore family of 
a mother and three children came for 
a stay of four days as a break from 
their accommodation, which had no 
lavatory or bath or handbasin. They 
returned to this accommodation pend
ing allocation of a State house.

In conclusion, 1 would like lo remind 
you that voluntary helpers arc the 
backbone o f Strawberry Villa. All 
types o f help are needed and apprecia
ted and new roster people are always 
welcome. Phone 450-398. Or come 
by to 13 Stanley Point Road, Devon- 
port. Anytime.

Maria Hamer



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Rates: $1 per column inch

Are you interested in
HAVING YOUR BABY AT HOME ?
Two qualified midwives registered with the 
Department of Health are available.
Phone Caroline - HSN 38 426
Joan 887 759________________________________

THE CIRCLE

The Circle is a lesbian magazine and may be obtained from 
P.O. Box 427,
Waterloo Quay,
WELLINGTON.
Send $4.00 for one year’s subscription.

THE FEMINIST BOOKSHOP 
^uite 2,
204 Rowe Street,
Eastwood,
AUSTRALIA! Phone 858-3563. Julia and Anne.
Phis is a bookshop run by women for women.
Topics include: Radical Feminism, Alternative Cultures, 
Yoga, Witchcraft, etc etc. Specialists in Australian 
women writers. Send A35cents for a booklist.

broadsheet
* subscriptions*

send $4.00
to: 48 St Andrews Rd 

Epsom .Auckland 3

Name:
Address:
Phone:
commencing month:

WOMEN

$1.00 or 
what you 
can afford

Y.W.C.A. HALL
385 Queen St., Auckland

Creche available

SPEAK OUT

There will be no schedule and no set speakers. All 
women who have had interesting experiences relating 
to the themes above, be they good, bad or merely 
curious are warmly encouraged to speak. Expertise 
in public speaking is of no importance at all. The 
hall will be set out as informally as possible and 
microphones will be placed around the hall within 
easy reach of as many women as possible. The stage 
of the hall will not be used.

The only important thing is communication on those 
topics which society tells us are boring or unacceptable 
for discussion with others. In short, 'women's talk', 
dismissed as trivia by society, will be treated as the 
important and political activity that it is.

Sunday ist December 
9a.m. to 5p.m.

SPEAKOUT - WOMEN'S HEALTH - SPEAKOUT - 
SEXUALITY - SPEAKOUT - VIOLENCE AGAINST  
WOMEN.
The Speakout will give us a chance to communicate 
with other women at a very basic level and provide a 
context for us to view our problems as women in a 
broader way.
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