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As you know we print ten issues a year, not twelve.
Therefore there won’ t be any February issue. The
deadline for copy for the March issue is 20th January.
From now on the deadline for all copy will be the 20th
o f the month tw o before publication.
We would like to remind you that we are all volunteer
workers, all with many other commitments. We get
rather frantic at times meeting the printer’s deadline.
So sometimes we lose things and often we just don’ t
have time to reply to letters for some time. Please be
aware o f our difficulties and forgive us for occasional
inefficiencies. And even though we may not answer
your letter, we do like receiving them and reading them
so keep writing.
We’ re running rather late, but we’ve finally gone metric.
This means we have changed our advertising rates. We
are still seeking advertising as without it we cannot re
turn to better quality paper nor can we think o f using
colour or increasing the size o f Broadsheet. So if you
get the chance to promote us, here is the information ad
vertisers want to know :

ADVERTISING RATES AND TECHNICAL
INFORMATION :
Broadsheet is printed web offset, with two columns o f
20ems (8.5 cm) to the page except for the arts pages
which are three columns o f 13ems (5.5 cm) to the page.
Thus all advertisements except those which required
placement on the arts pages would be in 20em columns.
The columns are 25 cm deep.
We require camera ready art work except where special
arrangements are made. The deadline for cop y is four
weeks before publication date, i.e. for the May issue the
deadline is 31 March.
Distribution dates are : subscribers, last Thursday o f
month prior to publication date, bookshops first
Thursday o f the month o f issue.
RATES:
Casual and Classified : $1.20 per col cm with a minimum
o f 2 cm.
CONTRACT RATES :
1
50
250

- 49 cm
-249 cm
-

$1.10 per cm
$1.00 per cm
$0.95 per cm

Specified position plus 25%
All rates quoted are nett, except for staff recruitment
advertising which features equal pay and equal opport
unity. This will receive a discount o f 10%.
CONTACT : Sandra Coney 764 - 893

Send fo r a set of 7different
back issues for

$1.00

to:48 St Andrews Rd.,
Auckland 3

WOMEN’ S CALENDAR 1975
The National Youth Council has published a Calendar to
mark INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’ S YEAR 1975.
The Calendar is divided into monthly themes and in each
month the calendar focuses on one woman who has made
an outstanding contribution in this area.
The themes are:

Biography

Women and Health
Women and Work
Women and Education
Women and the Arts
Women and Politics
Women and the Law
Women and Sport
Women and the Media
Women and Age
Women and Religion
Women and Children
Women and the Future

Grace Neill
Mabel Howard
Learmonth Dalrymple
Frances Hodgkins
Kate Sheperd
Ellen Melville
Yvette Williams
Mary Ann Muller
Dame Ngaio Marsh
Mother Mary Joseph Aubert
Elizabeth Best Taylor

Because o f the late publication date only 2,000 are being
printed as a first edition. A large demand is anticipated.
Orders are available on a sale or return basis or as a direct
sale at 75cents each.
Send to : National Youth Council, P.O. Box 9645,
Wellington.
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*
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“ MY WIFE IS A TERROR!”
Dr. Tierce's Favorite Prescription is a
legitimate medicine, carefully compounded
said a mild-tempered man in our hearing. by a.i experienced and skillful physician,
•‘ She snaps and snarls and spanks her and adapted to woman's delicate organiza
children, and finds fault continually.
I tion. It is purely vegetable in its composi
can’t bear it any longer.”
Don’t be too tion and perfectly harmless in any condition
severe on her, m y friend ; you little realize of the system.
her sufferings.
She has lost her former
“ Favorite Prescription ” is a positive
sweet disposition, and ill health is the cause euro for the most complicated ana obsti
o f it all. Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription nate cases o f leucorrhea, excessive flowing,
« ill make her well.
painful menstruation, unnatural suppres
As a powerful, invigorating tonic, it im sions prolapsus, or falling of the womb,
parts strength to the whole system, and weak back, “ female weakness,” anteverto tho worn! 1 and its appendages in par sion, retroversion, hearing-down sensations,
ticular.
For overworked, “ w orn -ou t,’’ chronic congestion, inflammation and ulcer
4run-down,” debilitated teachers, milliners, ation o f tho womb, inflammation, pain and
dressmakers, seamstresses, “ s h o p -g irls ” tenderness in ovaries, accompanied with
housekoeiiers, nursing mothers, and fechio “ internal heat.”
women generally, Dr. Pierce's Favorite Pre
It is tho only medicino for woman’s pecu
scription is the greatest earthly Ihkhi, lieing liar weaknesses and ailments, sold by drug
unequaled as an api>etizing eordiul and re gists, under a positive guarantee from the
storative tonic.
manufacturers, to give satisfaction in rrtry
As a soothing and strengthening nerv case, or money paid for it will be promptly
ine. “ Favorite Prescription” is unequaled refunded. See guarantee printed on botUeand is invaluable in allaying and subdu wrapper and faithfully earned out for
ing nervous excitability, irritability, ex many years.
haustion, prostration, hysteria, spasms mid
For an Illustrated Treatise on Diseases
other distressing, nervous symptom's, com  o f Women, 1IK) jiages, (sent sealed in plain
monly attendant upon functional and envelope,) enclose ten rents, in stomps,
organic disease of the womb. It induces to W o r l d ’ s D is p e n s a r y M e d ic a l A sso
refreshing sleep and relieves mental anxi c ia t io n No. (Kio Main Street, Buffalo,
T\T AT
ety and des|xmdency.
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letters
d
Dear Broadsheet,
Several friends o f mine who get Broadsheet were rather
puzzled by your inclusion o f the picture o f the Black
Heaft Rum hoarding on your Hogwash pages. My own
reaction on seeing this hoarding in the flesh had been
instant distaste,so in order to explain to my friends my
adverse reaction to it I endeavoured to rationalise my
response. My rationale may be useful for others o f
your readers who were similarly puzzled.
Firstly, as a feminist, and more importantly as a wom
an, I object to the use o f sex (which equates with
female sexuality in the advertising world) to sell a
product - any product. Secondly, the feminist move
ment objects to the reduction o f women to sex object
status in any o f the media, advertising happens to be where
it occurs most. That hand draped over that he-man’s
shoulder is not the hand o f anything but a sex object.
Immaculately groomed and beringed, one can hardly
imagine there’s a “ plain” woman or a housewife at the
end o f that arm. Tt’s really a reflection on how
easily recognisable the delineation o f what a sex
object - a plastic woman - is, that it can be suggest
ed merely by a hand. That hand doesn’ t belong to
a real person ; it’s a sym bol o f the easily conjured up
fantasy woman lurking in many men’s minds.
Lastly, I am offended by the suggestion that a woman
has the same importance in a man’s life as hunting. Of
course if you regard sex as a sport you might find the
suggestion in this ad quite acceptable. For those o f us
who regard a' relationship between a man and a woman
as something more, to be regarded in the same category
as taking pot shots at animals is downright insulting.
I don ’ t know whether I’ m expressing myself very c o 
herently here but as an example o f similar thinking in
advertising I’ d remind you o f the Paraflex boots ad
which used to occupy a lot o f T.V. advertising time.
The male in the ad says something like this: “ Y ou
can take away my beer money, you can take away my
day at the races, you can take my wife, but don’ t take
away my Paraflex boots” . Here the degradation o f the
woman’s importance to mere beer money status is
quite explicit. The Black Heart Rum ad is no less
offensive only more subtle.
What do other readers think?
EMILY MORGAN.

Dear Broadsheet,
Reading your November editorial “ Turning Thirty”
was uncannily like reading the story o f my life.
I am thirty, too. I got pregnant and married at
eighteen, and had two children. This seemed easier than
facing up to aspects o f myself that made me feel

weirdly different from what conditioning had taught •'
me was appropriately “ feminine” .
Feelings o f loneliness and inferiority as a housewife
ended when I went to art school and my own creativity
and intelligence became evident to me. When I was
strong enough to realise that I would never be happy if
I stayed, Tended nine years o f marriage.
A success story? Not really. Because it was only recently
that a particular incident confirm ed me as a feminist.
I was reprimanded by the Headmistress o f the Roman
Catholic girls’ school at which I teach, for telling a
thirteen-year-old she should wait until she was older
and more experienced before speaking out against
abortion.
This made me recognise FINALLY that my previous
failure to accept feminism (“ to o extreme” ) was part o f
-the conditioning to which women are subjected in
order to suppress them. I could no longer subscribe to
that attitude towards feminism that sympathizes intel
lectually, but fails to identify emotionally. It became
clear that most women are unlikely to challenge the
status quo because they are successfully conditioned out
o f any desire for high personal achievement.
Now I find that the goals I set myself becom e increasing
ly demanding. “ Art student” , “ Art teacher” have
given way to “ Artist” . It seems there is no other way
o f being totally, totally me.
With love,

Rhondda Coleman
Christchurch.
Dear Broadsheet
Re the November issue on ‘ Aging and older wom en’ ,
page 15, quote : ‘ You sometimes see very sad cases o f
women o f about forty wearing miniskirts and trying
to look younger’.
It would be interesting to examine the emotive thinking
behind this stereotyped, cliched statement. Why is it
‘very sad’ to see a woman o f forty trying to look
younger? One can deduct that she is motivated by
desire for attention from men, she is still sexually act
ivated, desirous, should this cause us to feel ‘ sad’ on
her behalf, personally I should feel ‘sad’ if the re
verse were true and she had already given up the sexual
ghost. Maybe the writer’s sadness is really for herself,
maybe she feels the threat o f an experienced mature
woman, secretly wishing she would lower her skirts,
take to the shelf gracefully, leaving a clearer field for
her, struggling as she no doubt is with diffidence and
sexual self doubts.

It occurs to me to feel it a ‘ very sad case’ that this
girl’s mind has already closed hard on the concept that
only the young can be sexually attractive and be
allowed to make conscious efforts to enhance them
selves in dress and manner. This is a masculine
fantasy and works against the sexual development o f
women, creating crippling anxieties.

‘ Miniskirted and fifty ’ .

Don’ t feel ‘ sad’ for the woman o f forty in a mini
skirt, feel ‘very sad’ for the dowdy, the drab, the

Ms L. Bozinovitch.
Auckland.

domesticated, the didactic, and check that you are not
already on the road to becoming one o f them.
Yours,

November. The Presbytarian General Assembly decided
that homosexuality presents a threat to family life and the
stability o f the home and could even lead the nation
toward moral decay. The assembly decided its members
should show Christian love toward the homosexual and
encourage them to seek treatment.

from the University o f Kentucky joined the NZBC 10 years
ago. She has recently spent tw o years studying in the
United States under various research grants. Among the
subjects she studied was sex stereotyping in both television
advertisements and programmes.

abortion. Pope Paul V i’ s declaration stated that “ It may
be a serious question o f health, sometimes o f life or death,
for the mother - it may be the burden represented by an
additional child, especially if there are good reasons to
fear that the child will be abnormal or retarded. We pro
claim only that none o f these reasons can ever objectively
confer the right to dispose o f another’s life even when
that life is only beginning.”

Hearings began today in the Court o f Appeal o f the appeal
o f the Auckland Medical Aid Trust over police seizure o f
patients’ records.

France today became the only Catholic nation to legalise
November 25- Birthright President, Dr K. A. Lau spoke
abortion when the National Assembly passed legislation
out against unmarried mothers keeping their babies at the
permitting women to have abortions at will in the first
organisation’s annual conference. He said that if an organ ten weeks o f pregnancy.
isation was known to be caring for unmarried mothers
December 3 : Japanese women have form ed an organisation
then an encouragement for them to keep their children
called
Chupieren to fight to retain Japan’ s liberal abortion
existed and this was undesirable. See Behind the News P4
laws and gain free contraceptives. The militant 1000-strong
The Miss World Contest rules are to be changed next
organisation has recently extended its activities to guerilla
year to ban women with children from taking part. This
attacks against individual men demanding a “ Fair deal for
follows the success o f Helen Morgan in gaining the title Women” . Where a man has deserted his wife, beats her
Ms Morgan is a single mother. On November 8 Helen
or refuses to pay alimony the Fair Deal Brigade will con
Morgan resigned as Miss World because o f the controversy
front him at his place o f work and tell everyone o f his mis
surrounding her win.
demeanours. So far the tactics have been remarkably
The \6tican asserted strongly today that nothing justified successful.

November 27: Hearings o f the select comm ittee studying
the Crimes Amendment Bill continued. Support for lib
eralisation has com e from the New Zealand Psychological
Society, the National Council o f Civil Liberties, Father
Felix Donnelly and the New Zealand Sociological Assoc
iation. The committee also received 118 other submissions,
many o f which criticised the proposals to allow hom osex
ual acts between consenting adults as being unnatural and
against Christian teachings.
November 2 9 : There is evidence that thousands o f women
are not receiving full equal-pay entitlements, according to
the president o f the Council for Equal Pay and Opportunity
Mr G. J. Ogilvie. Speaking at the Council’s annual meeting,
Mr Ogilvie said that while award rates are following the
provisions o f the Equal Pay Act,' many women receive
only the basic male rate while above award rates are paid
to the men.

December 4 : Executives o f SPUC spent more than an hour
with the PM today explaining their viewpoint. SPUC Nat
ional President, Dr Diana Mason said that while Mr Rowling
maintains a neutral stand on the abortion question “ he is
very sympathetic indeed.”
Mr Reg Clough and Dr Rex Hunton today accused the
police o f harassing former patients o f the Auckland Med
ical Aid Centre. They alleged that women had been
approached and questioned without regard to their personal
privacy and sometimes in front o f persons who knew
nothing o f the woman’s termination. They pointed out
that any woman approached by the police is only legally
required to give her name and address.
December 6 : A pilot course to train child-care assistants
has been approved by the Government. The one-year
course will run at Wellington Polytechnic.

December 7: A Californian woman today shot a man who
had raped her as he tried to escape from her apartment.
He is at present in the gaol ward o f a hospital and has
been charged with rape and burglary. This is the third such
November 3 0; The top managerial post in the new radio
case to happen in California in recent months. D eborah.
corporation has gone to a woman, 30*year-old Beverley
Kantaeng aged 19 is about to go on trial for killing a man
Wakem, who has been named controller o f programmes
she alleges raped her the preceeding day. Inez Garcia was
within the corporation. Ms Wakem who has a BA from
sentenced to five years for the killing o f a man who held her
Victoria University and a masters degree in communications down while another man raped her.
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Joss Shaw yer
takes
Birthright
President
to task

On the 25th o f November, the
Auckland Star printed articles about
the Birthright organisation which was
set up to help solo parents. Under
the headline “ Better to Give up
Babies” Birthright President Dr. K.
Lau gave his reasons why he thought
that ‘ Unmarried mothers’ should give
their children away to childless
couples. Dr. Lau said that Birth
right’ s concern was mainly with the
child and the chances o f his or her
stable development were known to be
inhibited if a single mother brought
up her child herself. Strange com 
ment from a man who heads an
organisation that has written into its
constitution that it will help all oneparent families - except the children
o f single mothers. Rather hypocrit-

Joss Shawyer
ical to suggest that he is concerned
for our children’s stable development
yet openly discriminates against them.
Fortunately for our children, a recent
Heylen Poll published in Thursday
magazine, 17 October, showed that
only a tiny 4% o f New Zealanders
share his views. The huge majority
felt that single mothers should be
able to bring up their children if they
wish to do so.
While I acknowledge the sincerity o f

Photo : Adrienne Childe
individual Birthright counsellors who
do assist single mothers, the very
fact that these people have not at
tempted to change their constitution
suggests that they condone it. I
would urge all single mothers to have
nothing whatsoever to do with an
organisation that so openly and blat
antly discriminates against our
children. And dares to call itself
“ BIRTHRIGHT” .
“ Families Urgently Need Help in
Streets o f Despair” was the other

STOP PRESS
Birthright has now changed its pol
icy towards single mothers.
headline. I found tne article as de
pressing as Birthright counsellors
apparently find solo parents. We
were told that one street is known to
Workers as “ Birthright Street” (how
nice to be claimed by someone). The
one counsellor working in it found it
so ‘ depressing’ he resigned. Other
counsellors have since given up. A c
cording to Mrs Childs, the organisa
tion needs counsellors whose own
home lives are happy and stable (ours
cannot be?). People who care
enough for their own children to
make sure they take them to guides,
football, dancing or music, and peo
ple who are concerned that there are
families who have never had a father
figure to balance child development.
Care enough? In other words solo
parents don’ t care at all. Huge fees
for dancing and music lessons usually
exclude children o f one-parent fami
lies from these activities. Mrs Childs'
says herself that most Birthright
families cannot afford even tele
phones. And often food. That art
icle would only attract people who
are convinced that solo parents do
not care about their children. Peo
ple made guilty because o f their own
full cupboards - people wanting to
dispense a little charity to ease their
consciences.

angry adults, and angry adults as we
all know take revenge on the society
that has labelled them inferior.
Happy, contented people do not
smash broken bottles into other
people’s faces; steal their cars, and
rape their daughters. A child who is
not loved and accepted by the whole
community cannot love and accept
itself. A child who is hated will hate
in return. A woman deserted by her
mate and then by the whole com m u
nity will finally crack under the
pressure, turn on her children, or give
up com pletely. If she stays home to
take good care o f her children, then
she is ‘ accepting charity’ ; if she
works in an attempt to avoid that
fate, then she is ‘ neglecting’ her fam
ily. She cannot win. We have over
5,000 children in institutions in N.Z.,
casualties o f our society. The vast
majority have two living parents,
married to one another.

‘The problem o f solo parents’ has be
com e a national cliche. Our biggest
problem is that very attitude. It can
depress and finally, crush us. If
Birthright really cares it should prove
it : by petitioning for increased social
welfare benefits, for more houses, for
free retraining schemes for solo par
ents, to enable us to support our
children ourselves as they grow older.
By asking M.P.S to find out why two
solo mothers wanting to share a flat
or house are told by Social Welfare
that if they do they will have their
Tw o years ago I witnessed the follow  benefits reduced. By pressing for
human development courses in
ing incident : A solo parent had
illegally taken possession o f an empty schools, for sex education, for free
contraception. By urging schools to
state house. Her Birthright control
encourage young girls to aim for a
ler was urging her to move out and
career, instead o f a glory box. By
she refused. When he (her confiden
instigating research programmes to
tial friend and advisor - as Birth
find out why New Zealand men in
right says) realised that she was de
their thousands desert their families
termined to stay in the house, he
lost his temper and shouted (amongst and deny paternity o f their own
children. Why they would rather go
other things) that she had “ dragged
to jail than send their children money
herself up out o f the gutter” and
for food. But can we afford to do
that he would do everything in his
all that? One could ask - Can we
power to take her children from her.
All this in front o f her three terrified afford not to?
children. So much for their “ fatherBirthright could encourage solo par
figure” . I am not suggesting that all
ents to help one another to become
Birthright counsellors are like him,
self-reliant, independent, valuable
but I do know that he is still in the
organisation. He is a respected mem members o f the community. Birth
right could start by loving all child
ber o f the com m unity, and no doubt
ren. Their parents attitude has been
his home life is “ happy and stable” .
aptly described to me by an exWho will judge? He is married ; he
Birthright executive member as
has passed the test.
“ soup kitchen type mentality” ,
The entire article was a grim remind
er that solo parents are still the
objects o f pity and charity in New
JOSS SHAWYER
Zealand. Such an attitude severely
President
damages the emotional and mental
Council for the Single Mother and
health o f solo parents and their chil
Her Child.
dren. Deprived children become

5

More about
Ra
Last month we told the story o f Ra P,
a thirteen year old Maori girl who went
to- the Police Station to lay a rape com 
plaint and who was herself locked up
and her parents charged with not hav
ing her under proper control. There
were a number o f disturbing aspects to
the case. Specifically that she was
subjected to long and insensitive ques
tioning about the rape ; that she was
not examined b y a police doctor till
some eight hours after the complaint
was laid ; and the complete inaction on
the police’s part on the rape charge.
If you lose your faith in the police, in
the lawyers and in the courts, you lose
your faith in ju s t ic e ..................... the
continuing story o f Ra P.

Two weeks after her ‘arrest’ and de
tention by the Henderson police Ra
P. and her parents appeared before the
Auckland Children’s court, Mr and
Mrs P. pleaded Not Guilty to the
charge that they did not have Ra
“ under proper control” and the case
was remanded to November 18th.
Their lawyer, a very well-known, very
expensive, Auckland criminal lawyer,
had agreed with their original inten
tion to defend the charge as strenu
ously as possible.
On November 18th the family turned
up at court, but when their name was
called, the lawyer was nowhere to be
seen and the case was stood down.
Shortly before lunch he returned, con 
fident that the defence would win.
There was time for only one prosecu
tion witness before the lunch adjourn
ment. This turned out to be the police
doctor who had examined Ra at
Auckland Central the night she laid
her complaint o f being raped. The
P.s were surprised to see him there they had, o f course, assumed that he
would feature in the prosecution o f
the two men who had raped Ra, rather
than in the prosecution o f the P.s
themselves. They wondered what
evidence he would give. Once in the
witness box the police doctor reveal
ed that Ra had not been a virgin when
she was raped. What he meant, o f
course, was that her hymen had been
ruptured at some time prior to the
alleged rape, a fact which in itself is no
p roof o f previous intercourse, and
which was utterly irrelevant to the
NUPC charge.

But this piece o f ‘ evidence’ clearly had
the desired effect on the family’s
lawyer. After the lunch break, during
which time he consulted with the
prosecution, he told Mr and Mrs P.
that they must change their plea to
Guilty. He said that the police case
was too strong to be worth fighting
and referred to other points in the
prosecution’ s favour. These comprised
scraps o f evidence the police had
dredged up such as an unproven alleg
ation that Ra had, 9 months earlier,
broken a lavatory bowl at her school.
Absences from school throughout the
previous year were totted up regard
less o f the reason for their occurrence
and regardless o f the fact that Ra’ s
epilepsy had developed and worsened
during that very period. A catholic
police youth aid officer Mr P. had
once gone to for help in getting Ra in
to a private catholip school was even
brought along to give ‘ evidence’
against the family. All these bits and
pieces together with the medical
‘ evidence’ which should not have been
admissible apparently were sufficient
to convince the lawyer that there was
no point in defending the case.
However, Mr P. disagreed and he and
the lawyer were still arguing over a
change in plea when the hearing re
sumed. The lawyer then told the
court that the P.s wanted to change
their plea, and when the magistrate
asked how they pleaded, Mr P. said
“ reluctantly, we plead guilty” . He
felt that having engaged the lawyer,
he was bound to follow his advice.
There were smiles all round, o f
course, especially from those police
officers who had roughed up Ra the
night she went to them to complain
o f rape, and who had com e along
to court to watch the fun. The mag
istrate, falling over himself to be nice,
empasised that the conviction im
plied no criticism o f Mr and Mrs P.
as parents, and noted that the child
welfare report had com m ented on
their excellence as parents. Which,
if so, made them wonder just why
they were there standing accused and
convicted o f not being able to con 
trol their daughter.

had the right to be told why his daug
hter was locked up and he demanded
to be told. The police had got them
selves into a com er and had to com e
up with something. The Not Under
Proper Control charge, under which
the police have wide powers o f deten
tion, was the obvious answer. We
cannot believe that there was ever any
prior intention on the part o f the
police to take action against Mr and
Mrs P. in respect o f Ra’s behaviour
earlier that year for if there had been,
why did they wait until that very
night when she unexpectedly went
along to see them about having been
raped? And if by some extraordinary
coincidence they had intended to
arrest her that very night why, when
the questioning vas concluded, were
she and her mother told that they
could go home?
The NUPC charge did more than give
the police an excuse for having assaul
ted and detained Ra. It also served,
and still serves, to divert attention
away from the crucial issue, that is,
the appalling way the police treated
this 13-year-old epileptic child who
went voluntarily to them to complain
o f being raped. Similarly, the police
claim that Ra was not a virgin when
she had been raped was dragged up
in a despicable attempt to discredit
the child and her parents.

The Nurses Reform Association o f New
Zealand has recently conducted a survey
o f nurses’ attitudes towards abortion, the
results o f which are published in the November/December issue o f Nursing Forum.
The association sent out questionnaires
on a random basis to registered and stud
ent nurses throughout the country. The
nurses were required to supply personal
data as to age, area o f practise etc. and
those returned when analysed appeared to
represent a fair cross-section o f the nurs
ing profession.
The nurses were required to indicate the
ground/grounds which they considered
as acceptable indications for the termin
ation o f pregnancy. These results are
shown in the table below.

Grounds Considered Acceptable by
Nurses for Termination of Pregnancy
2.08%
Not at all
Substantial risk of maternal
91.66%
death
Subtantial risk of maternal
77.08%
suicide
Subtantial risk to physical
79.16%
health
Substantial risk to maternal
79.16%
emotional health
Substantial risk of fetal
85.41 %
abnormality
93.75%
Pregnancy after rape or incest
60.41 %
Illegitimacy
70.83%
Socio-economic reasons
A t the request of the pregnant woman,
56.25%
for any reason
A t the request of the pregnant woman,
for any reason (should be only ground
for abortion)
—
33.33%

After the court hearing, Mr and Mrs
P. were very dispirited. Mr P. said
that the lawyer together with the
prosecution had “ manoeuvred us into
pleading guilty. I never wanted to, I
wanted to fight it all the way” . Both
wish that they had never gone to the
police in the first place. Ra was allow
ed to stay at home, but under the
supervision o f child welfare. In re
sponse to this, Mr P. said “ if she
keeps out o f what they call trouble,
Child Welfare will get all the credit. If
she doesn’ t, we will get all the blame” . It is clear from this study the the major
ity o f nurses support the termination o f
All the facts printed here were
pregnancy on grounds currently outside
supplied by AcorcL Broadsheet is
New Zealand law. For example, fetal ab
concerned at the use o f evidence
normality 85.41%, rape or incest 93.75%
gained by the police doctor while
and socio-econom ic reasons 70.83%.

examining a girl who
Had come in voluntarily to lay a char
The reason why, Mr and Mrs P. and
ge of rape. Also, that loss o f virginity
ACO RD believe, is that having un
means a child is not under proper con
lawfully prevented Ra from going out trol. This designation could be
side the police station once the
applied to many New Zealand
questioning about her rape complaint
children o f both sexes if this is the
was over, having grabbed her, wrestled criteria used. But o f course such a
with her on the ground and then
judgement can only be
brutally forced her back into the
directed at a female child. And once
station and down the hallway to lock
again, we are forced to ask : What
her in the holding cell, the Henderson
about the rape charge?Has it been fol
police were confronted with a father
lowed up? Are the Police making
who knew to o much about his and his enquiries at all?
daughter’s rights. He knew that he

W hat do
nurses think
about
ab o rtion ?

While 56.2% o f nurses support terminat
ion o f pregnancy at the request o f the
pregnant woman, for any reason, 33.33%
stated that this should be the only legal
indication for the termination o f a preg
nancy. This indication was made on the
initiative o f the individual nurses surveyed
since no specific provision was made in the
questionnair for such a choice.
Only 91.66% o f nurses support the term
ination o f pregnancy when there is a sub
stantial risk o f maternal death. Since
these circumstances virtually never occur
this may explain why 8.44% o f nurses

oppose termination on this ground.
Conclusion
The nursing profession is deeply com m 
itted to the promotion o f health and pre
servation pf life. Nurses form an integral
part o f the health services. They are
directly involved with the care o f abort
ion patients and abortion practice, and
their views should not be ignored.

M arried
women
•a w ill they
be first off
if there’s a
recession
The November issue o f the Treasury
“ Ecom onic Progress Report” has an
interesting survey o f women in em
ployment. The chart below shows
the differences in activity rates o f

women in the work-force between
1921 and 1971.
In view o f this information about the
marked increase o f women in the
work-force it is salutary to look at
what happened during the depression
when married women were the first
to lose their jobs as the econom ic
situation weakened. There is much
talk now o f a coming recession or
depression. N obody can predict what
the next few years will hold but there
are some alarming anomalies and pre
judices regarding married women
which could make their position des
perate were the econom ic situation
to worsen.
The most striking difference in the
econom ic activity rates o f single wo
men between 1921 and 1971 is not
at the beginning o f normal working
life, but in the later age groups. The
proportion o f single women at work
in their early twenties was already
eight out o f ten in 1921. (The actual
percentage was a little higher in
1971). Whereas in 1921, however,
the older they were the less likely
they were to be working , in 1971
the proportion o f single women in
the work force, full-time or part-

time, actually went up in the later
twenties (on completion o f education
and training) and thereafter main
tained a relatively high level right in
to the middle fifties. Whereas fifty
years ago only half o f all single w o
men o f that age were economically
active, more than three-quarters o f
them were in 1971.
Greater changes have occurred in the
extent to which married women are
in paid employment. The chart ill
ustrates that in 1921 a small minor
ity o f young married women in their
early twenties (just over one in ten)
were at work, whereas nearly half
were in 1971. Moreover the 1971
figures show a continuous increase
in the econom ic activity o f married
women between the ages o f 30 and
50. From the mid-fifties the prop
ortion o f women, whether married or
single, going out to work declines just as does the proportion o f men and it drops o f f quite rapidly for
those who have reached 60, which is
the minimum age for national insur
ance retirement pension for women just as the men’s rates show a large
fall after 65, their minimum pension
age.

jThe extent to which divorced and
widowed women in the middle and
later age groups go out to work has
also increased considerably in the last
fifty years, though the change has
not been so great as for married w o
men. The proportion o f divorced and
and married women who were at
work in 1971 rose steadily for each
age group to the mid-fifties compared
with a fall in each successive agegroup in 1921.
What the chart does not illustrate is
the much greater numerical import
ance o f married women in all agegroups, but especially the twenties
and early thirties, in 1971 compared
with 1921, reflecting the lower aver
age age o f marriage compared with
fifty years ago, and the higher pro
portion o f men to women in the
population as a whole.
There are at least 170,000 married wo
men working in New Zealand, and under
the Social Welfare A ct they are not
entitled to register as unemployed or to
unemployment benefit unless they can
prove that their husbands are unable to
support them.
Frank Thorn, Secretary o f the Clothing
Workers Union, told the recent conference
o f the Clothing Workers Federation (Sun
day Times 24th November):

(b) That unemployment payments be 3. That our Union affirms the principl
equal for all workers irrespective o f
o f Last in, first out.
age, sex, marital status, race or
We can continue the campaign by
qualifications.
similar resolutions through other
2. That further under section 15 o f
unions. The Trade Union Directory
the Equal Pay Act “ When dismissal
available to all unionists gives an
or reduction is an offence” , to
explanation o f the Equal Pay Act
include . . . That it is an offence
and lists o f union executives. We can
under the act to dismiss women or
start petitions to change the Social
married women only on the basis o f Welfare Act. We can write to our
their sex or marital status in cases
MPs and to the FOL!
o f redundancies.

The Speakout
More than 70 women attended the
Speakout and about two thirds o f
these women had not had contact
with the Women’s Movement before.

perceptions o f their experience and
some women actually said this.

For the confirmed feminist, living in
feminist environment, the Speakout
The speakout demonstrated that, as in provided reconfirmation o f things we
other countries, there are many artic know are going on out there in the
larger world, and that many o f our
ulate, thinking women in our com m 
perceptions, e.g. about the attitudes
unity, fully aware o f women’ s and
o f doctors to women are equally felt
their own oppression who are lonely
by many other women and not as is
in this awareness. The Speakout has
sometimes suggested the result o f
put some o f these women in touch
feminist bias, intolerance or over
with each other and with the Wom
scrutiny o f particular aspects o f
en’s Movement.
situations.
The concern, sympathy and agree
For most women there it was a day o
ment showed to the women who
spoke has, I am sure, increased their
increased awareness, constructive
confidence and conviction in their
thought and consolidation o f ideas.

“ Thousands o f women workers are losing
their jobs, and none o f the married w om 
en who lose their jobs will becom e unem
ployment statistics” .
I rang the Labour Department Employ
ment Service, and was inform ed by Mr
Creasey that married women were treated
in the same way as any other person look
ing for full time employment. If no job
could be found they were referred to the
Social Welfare Department where each cast
was treated on its merits. However what
will happen should the number o f unem
ployed becom e embarrassing? These w o
men could so easily disappear o f f the
books as “ not really unem ployed.”
At the last meeting o f the Auckland
Hotel, Hospital, Restaurant and Related
Trades Union, the following resolution
was moved by Ms Judy Warham and
passed almost unanimously:
“ That our union immediately make rep
resentations
to the Federation o f Labour
to the Auckland Trades Council
T o the National Executive o f our
Union
to the Industrial Court
to the Government
That under section 8 o f the Equal Pay
Act “ New Classification o f Work”
1. (a) That the Social Welfare A ct be
amended on unemployment payments
so as to delete the words women or
married women - to be hereafter only
referred to as worker -
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some way is detrimental to her health. So, often she has
to resort to some less efficient method, which is when
she ends up with unwanted pregnancy. Therefore, abor
tion is a necessary part, at present, o f a woman’s right
to control her life. No woman, married or single should
have to fear having to give birth to a child as a result o f
sexual intercourse.
And it is, o f course, anti-woman, sexist, and hardly
feminist to argue that women should only have sex when
they want children! What about men? Biology is no
handicap to equality, if medical science is used to its
full potential.
Until it is, anyone joining a feminist group must accept
that there are certain beliefs which feminists share.

1974 was a year o f growth for BROADSHEET. The
collective consolidated its ideas, and with the use
o f commercial distribution otir circulation grew. We
see our purpose as being to reach all women in New
Zealand with a feminist message.
This is the beginning o f 1975, a year which we hope will
see the growth not just o f BROADSHEET, but o f the wo
men’ s movement in New Zealand. We hope it will be
a year where groups o f feminists can work together to
expand outwards into the community. We need to pro
vide feminist educative and supportive services for
women within, the community. We must alternatively
reach out and then consolidate our group strength. But
we should not forget that our main raison d’ etre is to
educate women and men as to feminist principles. We
want an end to a sexist society!
1975 is a unique year for us to do this. It is Inter
national Women’s Year. The celebration o f Interna
tional Women’s Year all over the world should provide
a focal point for unity and growth in the movement.
In June, New Zealand women will com e together for
the second United Women’s Convention. It is to be
hoped that the convention can stimulate and give oppor
tunity for discussion and consensus on some fundamen
tal feminist concerns.
Which brings me to my first point. Often we call our
selves feminist groups. But it is becoming obvious that
some are not feminist at all. Issues o f contraception and .
abortion cannot be opposed on anything but anti
woman grounds. This is because it is vital that women
be able to control their bodies. Let me explain - we do
not, as yet, have any method o f contraception that is
both 100% effective and 100% safe. While it is great
that women can now control conception, we must real
ise that women are still exploited a great deal. Males
now assume that a woman will take responsibility for
contraception. However, often oral contraception, esp
ecially if taken over time, may not agree with her, or in

My second point arises out o f concern that the wom en’s
movement in New Zealand may have misinterpreted
feminist ideology in such a way that we prevent our
selves from any cohesive action and growth. Understan
dably, feminists are concerned with avoiding the hier
archical structures o f male power games, and structure
less groups have becom e characteristic o f feminist
groups. However, we do not abolish power games, by
insisting on structurelessness. In fact it may be that
strict adherence to a philosophy o f no leaders and no
formal structure is what is rendering the movement
sterile at present. All energy and concern is expended
in ensuring that once a woman has learnt skills and
developed her talents in a particular area she passes
these skills on to som ebody else. The inevitable result is
that the group is forever looking inwards and is not
able to use the abilities o f individual members to further
the aims o f feminism.
Jo Freeman ^ has written the definitive article on the
tyranny o f structurelessness. We need to carefully
consider the implications o f such organisation, or lack o f
it. It is a mistake to imagine that we all com e to fem
inism with the same skills. To insist that we d o is to
reduce the movement to mediocrity and to inhibit its
full potential. When it gets to the stage when a woman
is afraid to assert herself within a group, because she
does not want to be judged as dominant, then we are
letting ideology control us in a negative way. We need
to decide the optimum amount o f structure necessary
for the group, and for the people within i t ; and this
will, o f course, depend a great deal on the stated aim
and purpose o f that group.
We hope that agreement on these can be reached early,
and that we can work together efficiently, effectively
and in unity in 1975.
Julie Thompson

(1) Jo Freeman, 1972, The Women’s Liberation Move
ment : Its Origin, Structures and Ideas in H.P. Dreitzel,
“ Family, Marriage and the Struggle o f the Sexes” ,
p. 201 - 216.
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with these
hands....
Part 3
For want of a nai
pencil marks you hiade on the uriderside o f the shelf.
Again, mark with your pencil where the screwholes are,
take the shelf down, and gently tap a hole (with a screw
and a hammer) in the places where the screws are to go.
Put the shelf back on top o f the brackets, and put
something weighty on it to hold it firmly. The difficult
aspect o f the job is screwing into the bracket holes from
underneath, but if you have tapped a starting hole in the
shelf, and you insert the screw so that it is not at an
angle, you will find you can screw it home without too
much stress. Once the shelf is in place, you can give it
its final coat o f paint, also covering the brackets.
Wooden chairs often split - - though if you are care
ful to keep them oiled or waxe<3, this should not happen.
If the split piece is a rung or leg or rail, you can simply
glue them together and hold them together until the
w ood glue is set. You can bind the split with cord for
this setting period, although it is better to use a G clamp
if you can, as you will not be touching the sticky area
in this way.
One o f the most com m on household repairs — that
never seems to get done - - - is fixing wobbly chair legs
on kitchen chairs. If yours is a wooden chair , you will
find that many o f the joints are simply glued. Remove
the offending piece - - arm, leg, back or seat - - sand o ff
the old glue, and apply a good w ood glue (any hardware
store will show you several equally good brands) and re
set into the joint. You will have to apply pressure to
the joint until it is dry. How do you apply pressure to a
chair back? Tie a cord around the whole o f the back,
and twist a little stick in it, just as you would a tourni
quet on som eone’s arm.

Unlike many home repair jobs, carpentering chores are
not oily or greasy, and there is a tremendous satisfac
tion in doing them well.
The tools you will need are : hammer, hand saw, nails,
screwdriver, screws, possibly some sandpaper and paint
for finishing. First, we’ ll look at putting up a shelf.
Measure the area that you want the shelf to occupy with
your sewing tape-measure. Be sure that you site the
shelf properly, so that it is visually centred as well as
accurately centred. Run a light pencil mark along the
line you want the shelf to be sited on. Now is also the
time to be sure o f the length you want the shelf to be,
neither too long or too short.
Match the measurement from the wall to the board you
have bought and if necessary, cut excess o ff with the
saw. T o do this, put the board on a chair or low bench;
be sure that the line which you wish to cut is well out
from the chair, (you will have marked this cutting line
with a pencil). Now nick, with the saw, the top o f the
cutting line - - - this gives your saw a ‘starter’ . Then,
with your left knee and hand holding the board, (if you
are right-handed, that is, if not reverse the process) hold
the saw on the starting nick and pump smoothly up and
down. It is very important that you get a smooth action
because if you get all wobbly, or your elbow bends
sharply as you are cutting, the saw will stick - some
have been known to break. Sawing is definitely a skill but an easily learned one. If you remember that you
must do it rhythmically, it will be much easier. It does
n’ t need strength, just a good eye and a sense o f rhythm.
Now you have the board cut, sand down any rough
edges and if you wish, apply the undercoat and the first
coat o f paint.

Another com m only needed repair job is the re-uphol
stering o f a chair seat. Usually these seats lift o ff their
frames simply by removing the four screws which hold them
in place. Remove the ol<$ material, which will be stap
led or tacked into place. Using the old material as a
pattern, cut out the same size from the new material you
have bought. Place the seat upside down in the middle
o f the fabric, on its underside, and tack or staple the
long edges into place. Then do the corners individually,
making a sort o f box pleat and tacking or stapling firmly
into place. You must pull the material firmly across
the frame, or it will wrinkle with use.
This is the end o f a three part series. I should very
much like to thank all my friends for their comments,
both acid and helpful ; and I acknowledge the assistance
and inspiration o f Kay Ward, whose Feminine Fix-it
Handbook was first published in the States in 1972, and
will shortly be available in New Zealand.

When your shelf is dry, measure in three inches from
each end o f it, underneath. Now, matching those mea
surements to the line on the wall, mark on the wall
where this new measurement comes. These marks will
guide you in attaching wall brackets for the shelf.
The wall brackets are simple pieces o f iron bent into a
right angle, with four holes for attaching to the shelf and
the wall. You can buy them in any hardware store and
will have chosen yours so that they do not obtrude past
the edge o f the shelf. Now find the marks you made'on
the wall where you want the brackets to go. Hold the
brackets in place, and with a pencil, lightly mark the
screwholes. Take the bracket away and with one o f the
screws you are going to use, tap a hole lightly in each o f
these screwholes. Put the bracket in place. Place the
screws in the holes, and turn in firmly. Once the
brackets are up, (and be sure that they are on the level!)
place the shelf on top o f the brackets, lining up the

SANDI HALL.
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In our October issue Toni Church presented the argum ents
ag ain st p aying a m others’ w ag e or dependency
allo w an ce . In this a rticle Broadsheet presents
a su m m ary of th e argum ents in favour of a
H om ew orkers W age m ade to the Select C o m m itte e on
W om en’s R ights by C a th e rin e W ilson
The Homeworkers Wage System submission by Cathy
Wilson to the Select Committee on Women’ s Rights is a
fascinating piece o f reading in itself, quite apart from the
iconoclastic ideas it contains. Step by step, it presents an
almost irrefutable argument in favour o f homemakers
receiving a taxable wage. Here follows an abridged ver
sion o f the paper, abridged only because we have not the
space to print it in full.

Although in our presently structured society, the majority
o f recipients o f this proposed wage system would be
housewives, the term describing the wage should not be
exclusive o f either sex. Homeworkers would not be paid
for their duties as wives, mothers, daughters, homemakers
etc, since many ordinary wage earners also have such
family duties.
Wage: Payment by the State to the homeworkers for ser
vices rendered to the community at large.

“ The main concern o f this submission is the need in New
Zealand for the setting up o f a homemakers wage system.
I hope the comm ittee will adopt the following recomm
endations:
1. That a wage be paid by the state to every homemaker
1. e. to every adult, female or male, who cares in the home,
part or full time, for a person who is partially or totally
dependent for reasons o f age and/or physical or mental
health.'
2. That a system o f graded payments relating to the actual
work done by each homeworker to the amount each rec
eives be preferred to a system o f flat payments to all home
workers regardless o f the quantity o f work involved; the
tim e.effort and skills required; and the degree o f respons
ibility carried.
3. That the minimum wage payable to a homeworker who
is unable to take any other employment be not less than
the current appropriate unemployment benefit.
4. That the Government appoint a committee or com m 
ission to investigate ways and means o f funding and est
ablishing a homeworkers wage system.

The word wage is used in preference to the words benefit,
allowance or endowment to stress the fact that the pay
ment proposed is neither compensation for disability nor
gratuitous pin-money, but is equitable remuneration for
actual work done and responsibility carried. A just hom e
workers wage system should therefore not replace such
benefits as the family benefit, although it should incor
porate existing benefits for solo parents, widows and wid
owers with dependants and those caring for the old and
the sick.
OUTLINE OF A HOMEWORKERS WAGE SYSTEM
The main principle I advocate in devising a homeworkers
wage system is to make it as similar as possible to that,
for any other category o f labour which has evolved within
the market system. Rates o f pay should be on a parity
with those for similar work on the open labour market, and
should also include superannuation, accident compensation,
sick and holiday pay, and regular updating to keep pace
with inflation.
This principle was implied by the 1972 Royal Commission
on Social Security in the section o f their report dealing
with payment to mothers in the home, p.233: One o f the
purposes o f social security is to remedy the inherent def
ects o f the market system - to do what the market system
cannot do. The market system cannot and does not dist
ribute wages or other incomes on the basis o f family resp
onsibilities. With the acceptance o f women’s right to
equality in wages, the market system finally drops any
pretensions o f concern with this aim.

My submission is representative o f the opinion o f New
Zealand women in general, since it is an elaboration o f
the resolution unanimously passed at the United Women’s
Convention in Auckland, where it was resolved:
That this Convention agrees that it is econom ic justice
for the State to pay a wage to each adult, male or
female, who cares full time for persons who are totally
dependent because o f age and/or physical or mental
health. We therefore ask the Government to set up a
committee to investigate ways and means o f estab
lishing and funding a dependency-wage system.

A second important principle is that a system o f graded
payments relating the actual work done by each home
worker to the amount each receives is preferable to a sys
tem o f flat payments to all homeworkers regardless o f the
quantity o f work done; the time, effort, and skills required
and the degree o f responsibility carried.

DEFINITION OF TERMS
Homeworker: Every adult, male or female, who cares in
the home, part or full time for a person who is part
ially or totally dependent for reasons o f age and/or
physical or mental health.

The following criteria for grading payments are suggested:
1. The number o f dependent persons cared for by the
homeworker.
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2. The degree to which the homeworker is prevented from
taking other employment.
3. The nature o f the dependence o f each dependant, e.g.
a deaf child o f three needs more care than a normal
child o f nine. In cases o f ill health and severe handi
cap, there should be some recognition o f special skills
required and the level o f responsibility carried.
Since we are discussing a wage and not a benefit, need or
poverty on the part o f the homeworker should not be con 
siderations. Partial care o f dependants should make that
homeworker eligible for a partial homeworkers wage. If
other employm ent is done, this would be taxed as a secon
dary income. However, only one adult should be paid at
any time for the care o f each dependant. The homeworkers
wage should be taxed separately from the income o f any
other wage earner in the household. The minimum wage
paid to the homeworker who is unable to take any other
employm ent should be at least equivalent to the current
appropriate unemployment benefit.
COST OF A HOMEWORKER’ S WAGE SYSTEM
1. What would be fair remuneration for homeworkers
relative to wages being paid for comparable work on
the open labour market?
2. What is the maximum cost to the Treasury o f a hom e
workers wage system that could be sustained by the
econom y?
As regards the first question, the National Council o f
Women in Britain has costed an average housewife’s work:
65 hours a week at a dollar an hour with time land a half
for overtime and double time for Sundays would make her
wage $133. Another British survey resulted in a figure o f
$86.96 for 100.1 hours worked, based on pay scales typ
ical at present in many parts o f Britain, although they
would be on the low side for the London area. This sur
vey does not take overtime into account. If simple double
time were calculated for all hours over 40 per week, it
could produce a wage o f over $8,000 per annum.
Many other efforts have been made to evaluate the work
o f the average housewife. In Sweden in 1954, a survey
showed that the minimum number o f hours o f attention
and direct handling (which is not the same as mother’s
attention) per year were 1200 for a year old child and had
only been reduced to ninety hours for an eleven year old.
The hours per year produced by working a forty hour
week are 2,000.
Most o f the studies o f the work o f a housewife under
taken to date are unfortunately concerned with her total
duties. Since the wage system I propose is concerned
solely with the care o f dependants, new studies will be
needed to determine what pay would be suitable in this
country.

Studies such as those quoted above refer only to the phy
sical and mental work done. No-one can assess the ele
ment o f personal love and sacrifice so often involved.
The task o f assessing the market value o f a homeworker
should be concerned only with the easily observable and
visible components and the picture should not be confused
by reference to the input o f personality and dedication
by each worker.
As regards the second question, an important principle to
be established here is that if the present econom ic system
is unable to deal fairly with an important section o f the
labour force (and for the purposes o f this submission this
means homeworkers) then we must consider changing
the system.

Setting up a homeworkers wage system could mean a total
re-organisation o f all wage systejns throughout the country,
many o f which are still heavily contaminated by the Vict
orian belief that a working man’s wage should be sufficient
to provide for his wife and family. We have to work tow 
ards a system where a wage-earner is expected to provide
only for his own living and where alternative provision is
made by the State for all other citizens - this could mean
a reduction in income for many single wage-earners.
However, if a system such as I have outlined above were
set up, most o f the wages would be taxable. Thus the
cost o f the system would be somewhat offset by the in
crease in income tax revenue and. the cancelling o f wife
and dependent tax exemptions for many other taxpayers.
Other intangible benefits would be gained from the intro
duction o f a homeworker s wage system, I believe. The
erosion o f self-respect produced by econom ic dependence
and non-recognition o f productive worth are major factors
in ‘ suburban Neurosis’. Financial independance is much
more conducive to a feeling o f human dignity and personal
worth. It follows then that the enormous drain on G.P.’s
resources caused by treatment o f depression in housewives
would be diminished.
Enormous social overheads caused by those whose devel
opment as children is stunted because o f their impover
ished and unhappy home life might well be reduced. Our
borstals, gaols and mental hospitals cost a great deal to
maintain; and if the setting up o f a homeworker s wage
system were to contribute significantly to more stable and
content family situations then we could expect much less
wastage o f our most precious national asset - people.
It should be remembered that the services given by hom e
workers would be difficult to replace except at a cost
significantly higher than the cost o f paying them for
these services.
THE JUSTIFICATION FOR SETTING UP A HOME
WORKERS WAGE SYSTEM
The crux o f the matter is that a labourer is worthy o f his
hire. There should be only two econom ic categories o f
healthy adult in our country: employed and unemployed.
If those who have traditionally been called housewives
are in fact unemployed, then they should be eligible for
normal unemployment benefit. It would be more real
istic and just to recognize that they are in fact employed
as productively as any other worker in the country and
should therefore be paid for their labour.
It is unfortunate that although I would prefer to avoid
implying sex stereotyping in this submission one cannot
avoid the fact that for most people in New Zealand today,
“ Homeworker” will be equated with “ mother” for all
intents and purposes. The late Prime Minister himself
thought in these terms. In a personal letter to me (17.9.
73), Mr Kirk wrote “ It is also essential that the value o f
m otherhood is recognised, as mothers make the greatest
contribution o f all to our society, and are the basis o f the
family u n it... I stated that I felt there was a need to look
into the possibility o f ensuring that the value o f mothers
should be recognised in some tangible financial way.” I
agree with him. M otherhood has been its own reward for
too long. If it is so valuable to the com m unity, is it not
worth paying for in the coin o f the realm?”

Catherine Wilson
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I thought o f a friend who went to a doctor and asked to be shown how to examine her
breasts and was told her breasts were so small it was not worth examining them as she
would feel lumps all the time.
Many o f you will have seen the Nationwide Programme
on breast cancer and may have been as horrified as I was
at the situation - 400 women a year dying from breast
cancer - 8-900 women being registered each year as
having breast cancer, the lack o f any psychological coun
selling for removal o f the breast, the attitude o f male
doctors towards removing breasts, the difficulties o f
obtaining prostheses, their expense and not being avail
able on Social Security, the amazing heartlessness o f
taking a woman in for a biopsy and telling her that she
may or may not wake up without her breast - not
offering her any real choice o f having a lumpectomy, or
any time to think it over before the mastectomy is done
and so on. All these things left me feeling very angry and
and very concerned about the situation for women and
breast cancer. I thought o f how little information I had
received on self examination - the information I had,
had com e from the self help area o f feminism. I thought
o f how I didn’ t bother to examine my breasts - think
ing it wasn’ t really necessary for me at 26 - maybe
later on. I thought o f a friend who went to a doctor and
asked to be shown how to examine her breasts and was
told that her breasts were so small it was not worth examing them as she would feel lumps all the time.
Surely she could get to know her own, usual lumps and
recognise new or unusual ones. Surely size o f the breast
does not have anything to do with the need for self
examination. I thought o f younger women I knew hav
ing to go into hospital to have o f biopsy on a lump and
not knowing if they were going to wake up with their
breasts there or not.

cess takes an hour. So they are limited in the numbers
o f women who can gain the benefit o f this early screen
ing device. At present, they take only women over 40
who are not pregnant or breastfeeding. They have a
waiting list o f hundreds o f women stretching four
months ahead. The Cancer Society needs more mach
ines if more women are to be able to be screened at this
early stage. So in the meantime, the most important
method o f early detection is by self examination. It is
crucial if the rate o f deaths from breast cancer are to be
lowered that every women practise self examination o f
her breasts every month. Women with breast cancer
in the family should take extra care as there does seem
to be a higher risk o f getting breast cancer if somone in
the family has had it.

Then I heard o f a friend, a feminist who works for self
help, for Broadsheet and for feminism who has just had
a mastectomy.
My deep concern prompted me to contact the Auckland
Division o f the Cancer Society to ask them about what
is being done for breast cancer. Some o f the things I
heard heartened me - some distressed me. We reprint
below some information from the Society about self
examination and the procedures that are available for
early detection. A very generous donation o f $20,000
from Harry and Pearl Baker has resulted in a machine
which does xeroradiography. This identifies early suspi
cious signs which can then be watched and examined and
diagnosed. The radiation does is very much lower than
the usual X ray process and the machine picks up un
usual masses in the breast long before hand examination
can detect any change. At the time the process is done
the women gives personal information on aspects such
as how many children, were they breastfed, etc. This
provides data for later processing - attempting to find
any correlations. Is there a tie up between breast feed
ing and cancer? Is there an hereditary factor? Things
which are suspected can be examined in greater detail.
But unfortunately, there is only one machine. The pro-

Top : A client has a mammography (breast X-ray)
Bottom : X-ray showing breast cancer.
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At present .there are waiting lists stretching four months ahead o f hundreds o f women
waiting to be screened at the Cancer Society.

cause the nipple to sink into the breast. In some persons
this sinking or retraction o f the nipple is life long but
if it is recent it may be very significant.
In the same way, cancer o f the upper part o f the breast
may pull the whole breast or the nipple upwards. This
is called elevation. Even if you cannot feel a lump,
these are signs that may indicate the presence o f an
underlying growth, which you have failed to feel and
which you should ask your doctor about.
If the tumour if in the ducts or channels through which
the milk is meant to flow to the nipple, then you
would expect to see the nipple bleeding or oozing. This
is occasionally the first sign o f a little tumour which,
harmless at first, can becom e cancer. Another feature
o f significance is the appearance o f an eczema-like rash
around the nipple. This is usually indicative o f one o f
the less com m on forms o f breast cancer (Paget’s disease).
Since cancer always starts in the form o f a localised
thickening, if it is big enough, it will produce a bulge or
some other change in the outline o f the breast. If the
malignant cells have invaded the lymph vessels, they
may be stopped temporarily by the nodes or glands
through which the lymph stream passes. In the case o f
breast cancer, this stoppage is likely to occur at a node
in the armpit, so that a swelling there may give evidence
o f a malignant tumour o f the breast. These are late
signs. The only early sign and therefore the only impor
tant sign is a lump or thickening in the breast.

To sum up, the signs o f breast cancer that should send
you to your doctor right away are :
1. Any lump in the breast.
2. Any deformity or alteration in the usual shape o f the
breast.
3. Lifting or elevation o f the breast or nipple.
4. Retraction or sinking o f the nipple.
5. Dimpling or sinking o f the skin.
6. A rash around the nipple.
7. Bleeding or discharge from the nipple.
8. A swollen node or “ gland” in the armpit.
9. A running sore on the skin o f the breast.

Like mammography, thermography (infra-red ‘hot-spot” test)
can detect cancer earlier than physical examination.
Top: a thermograph or ‘ heat picture” showing a hot-spot
area (black patch in outer corner o f right breast) which
proved to be a cancer. Bottom : Breast examination by
thermography.

From the Cancer Society booklet, here is a description
o f the signs o f cancer :
As cancer cells invade and destroy normal tissues, they
may produce visible changes in the breast. They may
cause the surface skin o f the breast to dimple, or may
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None o f these signs necessarily mean that you have can
cer. But you should see your doctor immediately to find
find what they do mean.

Next page
Horn to examine
/our breasts

The best time to examine the breasts is a few days after
the menstrual periods has ceased, when the congestion
o f the breast associated with that event is gone. The
breast is a rather lumpy structure especially in thin
persons and in the pre-menstrual phase. The object o f
examining the breast is to detect a single isolated lump.

Multiple lumpiness is seldom significant but one part o f
the breast definitely different from all the rest is signif
icant. Breast examination should be done according to
a set plan. A haphazard examination may miss some o f
the signs you have been looking for.
SHARYN CEDERMAN.

2. Lie flat on bed and place a small pillow
under left shoulder. Bring left arm to side.
Relax. Using the flats (not the tips) of the
fingers of the right hand, carefully feel the
tissues which extend well into armpit areas.

3. W orking downward in successive
horizontal,, lines, carefully feel the upper,
outer quadrant of the breast, coming in as
far as the nipple line.

4. Now go over the lower quadrant of the
outer half of the breast, feeling, still with the
flats of the fingers, in successive horizontal
lines from the outer margin of the breast as
far inward as the nipple line.

5. With pillow still in position, raise the arm
over the head and rest the hand beneath the
head. Relax. This spreads and thins the
breast tissues better for the remaining ex
amination.

7. At this point, carefully feel the nipple area
and the tissues lying beneath it, still with
flats of fingers. Get used to the feel of nor
mal tissues, but note any lumps.

8. Complete examination of inner half from
nipple downward. Along the low.er margin of
breast you will find a ridge of firm tissue,
which is normal.
Now repeat these eight steps for the right
breast, placing the pillow under right
shoulder.
Reprinted from Thursday

1. (a) Remove all clothing to the waist. Sit in
front of a mirror giving view of entire chest.
Place arms at sides and relax. Examine
each breast thoroughly for any change in
size, shape or contour. Note any bulge,
swelling, puckering or dimpling. Examine
nipples for bleeding, discharge, retraction
or difference in height from other nipple, (b)
Repeat all these observations with arms
over head.

6. Still using flats of fingers, and beginning
at breastbone, gently press tissue of inner
half of breast against chest wall, moving in a
series of steps from breastbone to middle
line of breast and in a series of horizontal
steps downward as far as the nipple.

IRE DIARY: OF A F O M E N T
WI1R

BRDSTONCER

End o f October :

right away . . . I was pretty well sedated
so it took a couple o f days before the
shock hit me - - that my breast was really
gone.

Night : “ Ouch! Damn that hurts! Stop it.”
“ It’s been hurting for a couple o f
weeks.”
Next few mornings :

“ Not my breast.
mine” .

“ Examine them again - nothing again.
Both look and feel identical - normal
except the right one feels firmer some
how, sometimes” .
November 4th

“ I know all that . . . 3 to 5 years. Make it
three and your chances o f recurrence
drop, they told my mother. T w o years
and 10 months it took. A nd. . . Shut
up! Look at how he cuts it off. Oh,
damn” .

:

November 12th

:

"A n y better?”
“ No. Worse.”
“ Don’ t you think y o u ’ d better see a
d octor?”
“ Not this wepk. I’ ve an exam Saturday
morning, remember?”
“ You can’ t let this go.”
“ I saw this Time magazine at the newstand
today. Imagine 45c fo r a Tim e?”
“ Why did you get it?”
“ It has a feature article on breast cancer” ,
“ What does it say?”
“ If it hurts, it’s probably not cancer” .
“ Let me read it” .
November 11 th

November 11th
Time

:

:

“ Stop crying, you idiot” .
“ Y ou ’re crying again.”
“ How’ d you like it if someone wanted to
cut o ff a piece o f your face, for instance.
It’ s a piece o f me. ME” .
“ You don’ t know that yet” .
“ The odds are one in fifteen and with my
family history about one in five at the
tops and you know it.”
Damned small
odds.
“ Y ou ’ll call him Monday” .
November 13th
Doesn’ t hurt today. Just feels full again like milk. Started menstruating this morn
ing. Hormones?

:

"¥ o u going to call the d octor this week?”
“ No, I said, not until I’ve done exams. I’ve
got one tom orrow and one Friday after
noon. Then I’ m done. Then I’ll call
him” .

Not

There is little difference in type o f surgery
and statistical cure.

“ Ouch! Damn that hurts!”
Examine
again. Left breast nothing. Right breast
. . . . Try that again . . . . Life begins one
\ month before you turn 34 years old.
Shit!”
November 7th

Damn male sadist.

November 15th

:

Last exam - menstrual flow normal this
time - hurts less - and it’s changed
shape again.

:
Evening

November 18th

Tonight on Nationwide, we will have a
special programme on breast cancer. Some
people may find it upsetting . . . .

Time

10.00 am.

“ Dr................„ I’ve got this lump and it
hurts - and it’s big - and I’ve got this
family history o f cancer I’ve told you
about before - I’ m afraid this is it” .
“ Now there is no p ro o f o f family con n_____° c tlon . . .” __________________

“ Better watch that lump” .

As soon as I felt the lump, I called the
d octor ,

:

:

he had me in the hospital
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‘ I know that every female in my family
in the past 10 years has died o f cancer and anyway, it’ s a virus we’ re pretty
sure we’ re talking about and family assoc
iation with environment - not genetics DON’ T T R Y TO PUT ME O F F ...........
NOT NOW” .
‘ Let’ s look at the lump. H m m m m ...........
I think y o u ’ d better see a surgeon. It’s
pretty surely a cyst.”
‘ But it’s most likely malignant” .
‘ Now you don’ t know that - only a bi
opsy will tell” .
‘ I will not have a mastectomy. I’ve been
through this before. I w on’ t” .
‘ Now there’s no need to discuss that now” .
‘ Yes there is. And I want to discuss this
now” .

their lives - or their patients’ lives. A nothev month
might have been too late for me. My lymph glands
were not yet malignant, but severely weakened and
infected from fighting.

(1) If you have a mother, or grandmother, or aunt
whose had cancer o f the breast - or elsewhere,
don’ t be stupid and shrug it off. The odds against
your getting it may be reduced tremendously. If
both sides o f your family have had it, get the hell to
a doctor at least twice a year. According to the
Boston Women’s Collective in Our Bodies, Ourselves,
the tendency to get breast cancer is thought by
some to be inherited - - others say “ a disturbing
tendency to run in families” . You may have no odds.
This was my case. And don’ t let a d octor shrug you
off. They’ll try. Don’ t let them. Be an intelligent
woman .

And this is basically how it all started : a bad case o f
exam jitters, an explosive upset in hormonal regulation
o f menstruation in the middle o f O ctober - stopped
menstruating, cold, at the end o f the first day, a
sudded thickening o f the upper right quadrant o f my
right breast, and 2 weeks later, one monumental lump,
pain and swelling including some lymph nodes under
my arm.

(2) Be informed! One in twenty New Zealand
women will develop breast cancer. Think o f how
many lots o f 20 women you know in your everyday
life.
Read the November 4th, 1974 issue o f Time
magazine. There is also a past (1973) issue o f Ms
magazine which is very good. And o f course, Our
Bodies, Ourselves, and any other publication which
falls your way. BE AWARE. THINK AND THINK
CLEARLY. Don’ t panic and rush to a medical library
- just keep your eyes and ears open.

Female students at Auckland University are told at
orientation that they are not expected to be able to
cope with the stress o f the work year. And I refused
to concede to this attitude and cry “ I am upset.” . So
I finished my exams and on the 18th o f November,
went to my gynaecologist with a breast lump one
month old. I knew it was no older than that, even
though I suspected it had begun deep in the core o f
my breast, as I examine myself regularly . . . . in fact,
better than my d octor as I knew my breasts very well.
The next morning, I saw the surgeon ; Friday, I had
a drill biopsy. Verdict ; very malignant.

(3)
Don’ t ignore the fact that most women find
their own lumps. Learn to examine yourself properly!
Join a Self-Help group, see the Cancer Society, ask
your doctor. If he refuses, as some have to our group
members, to help you - because your breasts are
to o small, or “ You will just feel lots o f little bumps
and not understand” , tell him off, refuse to pay his
bill, go to someone else who will show you how and
publicize his name widely and loudly as an ignorant
chauvinist nut!
(4) If you find a lump or have a pain or something
else which is different from normal - see a doctor don’ t wait - if you know what you normally are how you normally change - you will know an abnor
mal change. And again, if your doctor shushes you,
get him to listen or get another doctor FAST. It’s
your body and you r life. You are not neurotic or
“ upset” and don ’ t let them tell you you are - nurses
will try to do it too. Be intelligently stubborn.

Having been through the treatments o f just about all
types o f female cancer in my family, I’ d made it a
point to keep up with all the current research - - any
information on the subject. After Lorraine Rothman’s
tour, I’ d joined a Self-Help Group and we’ d learnt
together how to examine ourselves and shared more
experiences. I’ m no expert but I did know the facts I .
needed to face if the time came. And it came - at
least 3 years earlier than I’ d expected - I’ d figured
out a potentially critical time you see from my fam
ily history - maybe 35, but closer to 38, when I
would have to take extraordinary precautions.
My breast was removed one week after I saw the
surgeon - to the day. After its removal, he finally
admitted along with others that my diagnosis and
reasoning were correct. It was a virulent form, shot/
through with cysts, growing so fast that it was the
size o f a tumour normally found in a 45 to 50 year old
woman who’ d let it go for a year. And I know it
wasn’ t there before mid-October. The final analysis
decreed a malignant, 2 cm. lump deep in the
breast, superimposed by infected cysts and lymph
glands, which, thank God, gave me the pain in the total
4 V2 cm. mass.

The best idea is to have a good doctor or gynaecologist
NOW. If you don’ t have one, get one. You probably
need at least a Pap smear anyhow. How do you find
one? When I was sick this past May, I almost gave
up. Ask any feminist, women’s liberationist. They
may tell you there aren’ t.any. At least you will find*
out then which ones not to go to. My key criteria is
a doctor who will listen. A doctor who’ s face falls
into a blank mask five minutes after you walk in is
NOT listening. Ask him a question he doesn’ t expect,
even a silly one, y o u ’ll find out fast. The odds are
that this kind o f doctor will also refer you to a
similarly thinking colleague, specialist or surgeon. Play
the game with your hand on the controls. Y ou ’ ll get
stuck with the you that’s left if you don’ t.

There were many things I did most other women do
not do. And it’s a hope o f mine that maybe my
story will awake som ebody’s apathy enough to save

(5) Don’ t be afraid o f the word CANCER. Fear o f
that word has killed more people than it’s saved.
People do die o f cancer - and a hell o f a lot don’ t
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because they acted intelligently. Many doctors aren’ t
so radical in their treatments any more. Play the
odds in your favour. Much o f the emotive quality o f
the word is derived from the helpless ignorance so
many o f us feel - and this aspect is unnecessary.

after menstruation monthly and get a pap smear at
least annually - are enough pribr to that. If you
think I’ m wrong. Good. Y ou’ re thinking. Keep it up.
If you have chronic recurrences o f Herpes Simplex
Type 2, have a cervical smear at least every 6 months
- - there seems to be a link between herpes and cer
vical cancer showing up in studies o f latent viruses,
which is what they think cancer may be.

(6)
Most importantly - know the facts before you
see the doctor. You have the right to refuse to sign
the blanket-type releases the hospital wants you to
sign. I refused. Distraught as I was, nurses, doctor,
anesthetist all pressured me to sign. But I refused.
“ It’s not even a properly drawn legal docum ent,” they
said. Ask your lawyer. Anything you sign your name
to voluntarily will hold as a legal document in court.
That’s the power o f your signature. I authorized a
biopsy and lum pectom y and nothing else the first time
I entered the hospital and signed nothing else. The
second time, they never asked. Each time I woke up,
there were no surprises.

A drill biopsy is just what it sounds like. It takes 15
minutes in the theatre under anesthesia. A surgical bi
opsy is like the T. V. Nationwide show on November
11th. Same time, but a small surgical incision. A
small incision, not a chop-job. Some doctors make up
their minds before they start and therefore get really
to it, evidently. Sometimes, a needle biopsy and/or
incision biopsy are done under local anesthetic in the
surgery. Check with your doctor about the contagion
o f healthy tissue in cases o f a needle or drill biopsy.
My surgeon said no statistical p roof has shown up. He
is up on his reading and research, I know, but I’ve
read the opposite fairly recently as well. In the field
o f cancer, things are changing fast. Check. Infec
tion is defined as it occurs not only in nearby tissues,
but maybe through its lymph gland structures to
Other areas.

If your lump is free and movable and IF there are no
affected lymph glands (m y surgeon also has a criter
ion for size - not much over\2 centimetres), the rate
o f recurrence is the same whether you have a lump
ectom y, mastectomy, or radical mastectomy. Some
doctors just have favourite procedures. Make sure you
and your doctor understand which you will allow
BEFORE you go into surgery. Don’ t be a stupid w om 
an expecting not to wake up 2 days later with a
breast missing without knowing beforehand. Recovery
needs all your strength. Depression removes it.

There is no difference statistically between cure or
recovery if the surgery is done immediately following
biopsy or 2 or 3 days later. A wait may give you time
to think - to be with friends - to regain control - If you want it, take it. You evidently need it. When
I received the final verdict, the pathologist checked it
twice, I lost that last thread o f hope and went to
pieces. I’ d put on a splendid theatrical performance
for 3 solid weeks - - ask my friends - - but now I really
knew. It had to com e off. I was feeding my own
death. I got very loud, physical, furious, slammed at
everything in sight, argued with the surgeon, you
name it. “ When was the last time you saw a one
breasted m otorcyclist?” I asked him finally. Then,
“ What are the advantages and disadvantages o f having
them both o ff? ” He sank weakly into a chair and
said in a very shaky voice, “ You and I have got to be
com e friends because we’ re going to be seeing a lot
o f each other for a long time.” We discussed proced
ures. We agreed. I went home to rest.

If your lump is attached, and/or the lymph glands are
affected, the above odds are reduced by half and
lum pectom y is not good enough.
If your lump changes shape - it may be a cyst or it
may be more extremely virulent or both. Get to a
doctor faster. The same if it hurts.
Thirty-five is not a magic age. I will be 34 next week.
Neither is the oft-quoted 42. Better try 30. It may be
safer to be surer earlier especially if y ou ’ve had cancer
in your family. If so, see your doctor twice as often
and listen to your body more once you hit 30. I
think normal care - examine your breasts the week

Breast removal is not necessarily a mutilating experi
ence. Know your doctor. Know your body. Talk
about it to your man. My man’s a breast man too. It
was hard for him to accept that I had cancer.
Compared to cancer, a breast’s a pretty small thing, he
said. And we’ ve still got one left, on a living me.
And don’ t hide it from your children. That creates
fear for nothing. They’ ve got the right to know too.
It’s not easy to face. My mother was temporarily dis
abled by her mastectomy. I was determined not to
be. At 34 with 3 children and a life to live, I could
n’ t afford to be and began insisting everything possible
be done to avoid this halfway through the first visit
to the first doctor. And I am not. Today is the 7th
day after my operation. I did the dishes, cleaned up
the kitchen, changed the bed, swept the floor, hoed
a very little and weeded and watered the gardens,
wrote 2 letters and this paper-and did some craft
work. Still a little stiff, but functioning well. And,
o f course, I rested.

'Some people
consider
their femininity
to reside
in the breasts,
A line is in
my mind,"

Continued on Page 25
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THE POLITICS OF
PREGNANCY
In all the storm about safe, simple
and free contraception and abortion
on demand people seem to assume
that women are saying they no longer
want to have kids, and all that it en
tails. I found this attitude prevalent
when I was pregnant - men expressed
surprise that I, a woman involved in
women’s liberation, should be preg
nant- as i f the two were incompatible.
It seems that the demand A
WOMAN’S RIGHT TO CHOOSE has
been forgotten or ignored.
Leading on from people’s confusion
about someone like me being preg
nant I found that people reacted as if
I were no longer politically viable —
and in w riting this I want not only
to discuss the reasons I became preg
nant and the fig ht I had when pregnant
but to justify why I feel this has to be
w ritten. Among the Anarchy
collective itself I think there will be
people who see this article as apoliti
cal, but w ill not come forward with
that view in order to humour me.
Those o f you reading this that f it into
the straight male anarchist role will
probably wonder what this is doing
in Anarchy . Well I’ll tell you . . .
Some o f you don’t include women rn
your political life at all - politics is for
on the factory floor, the picket line,
the demo, the meetings, the written
word - women cook fo r you, screw
with you and generally keep you
going on a personal level. . . never
the twain shall meet Token suffer
ance o f women’s liberation is not an
answer so some o f you can wipe those
smug looks o ff your faces fo r a start
Kids exist but again not in the polit
ical life. Some people argue against
having kids because they take up too
much time that could be spent on
“ political” work. My answer to all
these things is that if women have
no place in the revolution then it ’s not
a revolution - i f kids take up too
much time we must organise child
care in a communal way to free every
one fo r some o f the time. If we wait
till after the revolution to bear chil
dren we shall have no kids. If we
make no provision fo r existing child-

ren then again i t ’s no revolution.
Everything we do is political. You
are not revolutionary i f you demon
strate outside Fords or write political
theses but oppress the woman and
kids you live w ith. If you believe that
a woman’s place is in the home but
your place is agitating on the factory
flo or then your revolution is towards
nothing better than we have now. The
pig is still in your head and your home,
however much you despise him in
your workplace.
I became pregnant not through a
mistake but because I wanted to. Un
fortunately in this society and with all
the pressure still in my head from my
upbringing in a capitalist world, the
very fact that I chose to become preg
nant was not a simple well-workedout desire but a confused mell o f
pressures, uncertainty, vague ideas o f
proving myself and the like, along with
a desire to experience pregnancy and
see how I would react : would I be
come the prototype mothercare
woman again or would I keep my
present identity?
It seemed as i f the only way I would
get to live with a kid on a long-term
basis would be to have my own . ..
collectives break up and the kids
had gone with their mothers leaving
me childless again.
I now have a child ; she is 6 months
old and her care involves a lo t o f
time. I am fortunate in that I have
not become an unsupported mother
looking after a child 24 hours a day
with no time to myself and other
work. It is worth pointing out that
the phrase Unsupported Mother used
by social security fo r women w ithout
husbands with kids equally applies to
many women in a marital situation
where they alone take responsibility
fo r the children.
As I said, when collectives I was a
part o f broke up the mothers took
the kids. This seemed to me not
very far from the oppression we are
fighting. We end up with women’s
collectives being full o f kids and men’s
empty o f them. I was terror-struck
once my child became a reality with
the thought that I had her as a respon
sibility fo r the next 16 years or so..
Everywhere we go women are pres
sured to be good total mothers. Live
through o u t kids and our hus
bands. Give up our lives, personalities
and desires to satisfy other people’s.
So it was that a friend in both a pol
itical and emotional decision offered
to be the one responsible fo r the child.
This was something we discussed and

agreed on before her birth. He was
emotionally attached to her and
politically wanted to break down the
inevitability that he would not be
involved with her care because he was
a man. There are many advantages to
this : my dread o f the total respon
sibility does not come from a logical
decision that I cannot cope but from
conditioning always around me that
if I can’t I am a failure. He does not
have that same pressure. To me it is
a relief that enables me to enjoy my
time looking after her and possibly
this makes coping all the more easy
because I don’t have to assess my
success or failure in the usual way.
However, there is the pig in my head
and in your heads too, giving me
feelings o f guilt and confusion. When
out together at an anarchist meeting
people expressed great surprise be
cause it was not I who left early with
the then 2 months old baby. When
seeing a move to the door people said
goodbye to all o f us - “ Oh, I’ m not
going” - strange looks. I fe lt guilty,
they fe lt threatened. For the men
C. was acting strangely. “ What’s
wrong with him?” “ He’s really into
kids, isn’t he?” One o f us had to leave!
and it was the man and not the woman
that went. One day I hope that will
not be so unusual a situation that
people feel threatened - the women
because I was not acting out the
same role they had to, I was saying it
doesn’t have to be like that : the men
because C. was taking a responsibility
they had shunned. Well, how long
can you shun it fo r and still be a
viable prospect in a revolutionary
situation? If you think I’ m sticking
around to tend your wounds at the
barricades and open up a soup kitchen
for weary soldiers, think again
brothers. Think long and hard.

blanket coverage o f the group they
are trying to reach. A pregnant wom
an in this country who escapes hos
pital and/or clinics is so rare that I
think she does not exist. So that the
message these books relay becomes
very important because I think it
goes a long way in the conditioning
o f women to be mothers and to
smother any subversion o f that role.
By filling in a card, post free, one can
receive a m onthly publication called
“ Maternity and Mothercraft” and
numerous leaflets on washing mach
ines, nappies, prams, baby foods,
ETCETERA. Not only do these
happy informative leaflets come plop
ping through my letterbox at intervals,
but I find myself on a very wide mail
ing list - and even a year after my
first fatal visit I find I am the unw ill
ing receiver o f countless offers o f
cookery cards and competitions
offering me a full colour life if I will
only fill in the coupon.
There was a very im portant chapter on
pregnancy and appearance in both of
the original books. “ This is the time
to look and be feminine fo r there is
nothing more feminine than a woman
carrying a baby” . “ I f you look good
it will give pleasure to others. If you
give pleasure to your husband and to
others you will feel a lo t better” . In
books like this it is not d iffic u lt to
find support for the doctrine that
women get their pleasure second hand.
While pregnant we are supposed to
feel enjoyment through seeing our
husbands’ eyes light up as we try on
that slinky little black number that
looked so beautiful on the unpregnant
Mothercare model.

The moment a woman becomes preg
nant she is assaulted by all manner
o f propaganda. When the enormity
o f it all h it me I was really surprised
that so many women go through preg
nancy and childbirth and survive to
continue the fight. Nothing at all en
courages women having kids to
become anything other than a mother.
I was given 2 books on my first ante
natal visit, one a Family Doctor publi
cation, the other The Baby Book.

I am confused as to these people’s def
inition o f fem ininity ; I presume that
the unpregnant Mothercare models
have lots o f it - they look slender
enough, to twist round your little
finger and eat out o f your hand. Ask
a woman who’s 8 months pregnant and
lugging her weekly shopping bags onto
a crowded bus in the middle o f a hot
June day if she knows she’s at her
most feminine, attractive and appeal
ing, and if she feels anything like I
did last summer, and has any energy
left at all, she'll punch you in the
face.

Both written entirely by male doctors
with the exceotion o f one chapter on
breastfeeding that dealt with the
aesthetic fulfilm en t o f the method
with no bearing on practicalities. The
distribution o f these booklets by
hospitals and health centres, free,
gives the propagandists an almost *

Husbands now feature in these books.
We are now told to include them in
our pregnancy and child care. Aha!
I thought, gone are the dark days of
hiding one’s lumps and dropping out
o f any social life, gone is the time
when men were men and fainted at
the sight o f a shitty nappy, here at
last is the good bit. A*revolutionary
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doctor speaks.
Well not exactly . . . while saying that
the father (remember that word i t ’s
terribly important) must help, they
point out that changing nappies is a
b it much to ask, and mother (another
im portant word; capitalism revolves
around it) must always feed the baby
because he (babies are always boys in
books and hospitals; I fe lt pressured to
ask where do little girls come from?)
needs his mother’s undivided love and
attention. However this situation will
not do - no, i t ’s not because we’d
drop dead from exhaustion w ithout
any help - and no, it ’s nothing to do
with giving us some time o f our own
(why! we wouldn’t know what to do
with spare tim e!) You see, if we spend
all our time loving baby, poor little
hubby will feel unloved and get jea
lous - so we must encourage him to
paint the nursery and oil the pram
wheels, so he feels a real part o f this
glorious adventure and then when dear
baby is asleep we must get our hair
done and don another little black
number - only it has to be a new,
exciting, no longer pregnant one and relax with hubby over a quiet
candlelit dinner - which we rustle up
in an unruffled jiffy .
I think these books go some way in
explaining nausea in pregnancy.
It would be funny if it weren’t for
the fact that fo r some women these
books are all the aid they have in
getting through pregnancy and child
birth and the years o f care involved

afterwards. Can you wonder that
many women don’t have time for
politics, don’t have much to say in
the evening when husbands come
home? Could you carry on a stimu
lating conversation about washing
nappies, burping a kid, and the queue
at the cash desk in Sainsbury’s? If
one is to fu lfil ALONE the require
ments that a young child and a man
demand they have, there is no time
to get out o f the trap.
You may have noticed the words
husband and father come into this
article. It seems to have slipped the
editor’s mind that not all women who
have kids are married and hot all
babies have fathers in anything but a
short sharp biological sense which
rhay have lasted nothing more than a
few minutes. This is not a mistake ;
hospitals go to great pains to call
everyone Mrs at ante-natal clinics
even when requested not to. Through
out nine months I was called Miss
only once, when I screamed it several
times at very close range into a u>
doctor’s face. You see they would
much rather we were married and if
we aren’ t they will pretend and yes
we can have the FATHER present at
the birth - maybe in the excitement
o f it all he’ll propose to us and then
everything wiil have a happy ending.
I went to three hospitals during my
pregnancy - I walked out o f the
first, was thrown out o f the second,
and finally came to rest, unwillingly,
because there was no time left, at the
third, which I walked out o f 48 hours
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and 10 minutes after giving birth.
A t the first (Elizabeth Garrett
Anderson Hospital), I managed to
morally outrage a doctor who had the
nerve to ask me personal questions
and became extremely agitated at
my answers. I had a stand-up row
with the consultant when she refused
to examine me in the presence o f a
male friend, she then threatened me
with a caesarian section, and it was
some months later when this threat
became an inevitability that I walked
o u t. . . never to darken Miss Boutwood’s doors again.
A t the second hospital (University
Hospital), I and two friends, one male
and one female, posed a serious
threat to the male co nsultant; it was
after all HIS department and I was
HIS patient and those notes were
HIS'too, and if I was so immature as'
to not want to be alone with him,
then I obviously needed help, which
he’d be only too pleased to give me
if my friends would wait outside
(presumably to collect the body after
wards). Anyway, he never allows
husbands into his clinic. “ You’re
not her husband? ” “ Leave immed- 1
iately! Men are not admitted to my
clinic .” . . . “ You’re a man, how did
you crawl in then? ” U nfortunately
I forgot to touch my forelock when
aiming this remark at the great and
revered Mr. Brandt - it was a grave
error. He refused to treat me. He
publicly stated that to me and two
witnesses and as soon as we had de
parted the enormity o f his action

caused him to ring my g.p. to ensure I
was examined soon, saying how we
had threatened him and how extrovert
I was and how it was all a put-up job.
Give it a kick and it might not quite
fall but my it shudders.
Well, non-deterred we set o ff fo r the
next hospital on the list kindly pro
vided by my g.p. I was after all 8
months pregnant and an unfortunate
mistake by doctors at my birth ren
dered hospitalisation a necessary
precaution. Did I say mistake? By a
doctor? What I obviously meant
was that I was a d iffic u lt baby and
my mother was an awkward patient.
Doctors don’t make mistakes!
By the time I reached the Royal
Free Hospital they had a file nearly
as bulky as I was and two blue stars
were fixed to i t No one objected to
the presence o f a male friend, it was
accepted that he wasn’t the father o f
the child, and no one threatened me
when I refused to answer the questions
I deemed unnecessary and unsuitable,
that is to say none o f their business.
One thing that did seem to cause
them some dismay was that I too
carried a bulky file under my arm.
Everyone involved asked what it was
and looked worried when I replied
“ Oh it’s my hospital file ” . I t ’s well
worth taking one with you, and if
after a long, hard struggle fo r inform 
ation, when they patronisingly ask
if you’ve any questions at the same
time as they make fo r the door, i t ’s
a wonderful sight to see their faces
fall as a friend pulls out a wad of
paper covered in w riting and says
“ Yes we did have some questions,
didn’t we?”
On my second visit (it becomes a
weekly ritual by the 8th month) I
was assigned a Dr. Wright - the
irony o f his name I hope w ill not
escape you. Although nothing too
devastating happened fo r a couple o f
weeks I think I ought to warn you
that all was not roses at the Royal Free.
Two weeks before the day (you know,
the most im portant day in any
woman’s life, the day Dr. Wright
smiled at me and my child was born),
the consultant, a woman, suggested I
come in fo r the week before I’m due
to rest and so they can keep an eye
on me. I was a b it dubious about
this, in the same way as I wouldn’t
walk into a police station and give
myself up, also losing the last week o f
not having a child to look after - I
was getting very nostalgic about play
ing darts in the pub every night and
being able to screw w ithout any

worry. However, it was pointed out
to me by a friend that I would be in
a very good position to suss out the
hospital and staff - the ante-natals
are held at the main hospital, while
the in-patient gynaecological depart
ment is in the annexe at Liverpool
Road. So I fixed a date and a time v
and accordingly turned up with my
carrier bags o f goodies and a woman
friend, who was mistaken for my hus
band, as was I from the back!
I was by now very tired. It was June
and very hot and it had been an
uphill struggle to get the information
they fore.ver write down about “ my
condition” , and to counter the shitty
patronising doctor/patient relationship
prevalent in hospitals - so that when
Dr. Wright popped in (as he frequently
did) and offered answers to my ques
tions I fe lt that maybe it would be
alright after all.
However, not being totally w ithout
mistrust I did explain that I was hav
ing at least one person, o f my own
choosing, and possibly a group o f peo
ple taking it in turns, with me con
stantly during my labour and the
birth and afterwards. Oh yes, he said
enthusiastically, I always think it ’s a
good idea to have someone you know
with you, that’s quite alright.
It was decided that if nothing hap
pened on Monday (when the calendar
said it should) then I was to go down
to the labour ward at around 9 a.m.
on Wednesday morning to be induced.
This actually suited me fine as it
gave a day fo r my friends to plan for
and I was getting mighty tired o f being
pregnant.
A t twenty to nine I was told to get on
a stretcher by two porters. I refused,
explaining that I was not going down
until my friends arrived. They looked
perplexed. The sister came to deal
with me. I refused again. She coun
tered by saying that my friends
wouldn’t get in anyway, it was hus
bands only. I found that during
labour I became less able to stand and
argue logically and to my horror
started crying when threatened by the
staff. This horrified me simply be
cause it ’s terribly d iffic u lt to argue
when I’ m crying and tired and wish
to hell they’d all piss o ff and leave
me and my friends to it. Anyway, in
the nick o f time, like all good fairy
stories, there they are all smiling and
apologetic fo r oversleeping only they
were reading it all up again into the
small hours.
And so we proceeded to the labour
ward where a stroppy consultant has
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the nerve to tell me she’s been wait
ing ten minutes fo r me. “ Don’t give
me that, I’ve been waiting nine
months” . My friends were refused
entry while they broke the waters
and put a catheter up my cunt to
measure the contractions, and stuck
a drip into my left hand (I’m lefthanded). I continued to ask for
them. I refused to get on the bed and
the sister said “ Take her back to the
ward” . I was already contracting as they noticed - before they broke
the waters but they were all there to
do just that and once set on course
the great hospital production line can
not, it seems, alter. When they had
finished their various, sometimes
painful, always frightening intrusions,
R. walked in. She had had to fight
for admittance on any level as they
couldn’t understand why a woman was
there at all.
The nurses were actually very nice
to us all, I mean the ones w ithout
p ow er; they were considerate and
enjoyed reading the book we had on
childbirth, “ Our Bodies Ourselves” .
All the other medical staff were
insufferable, including the medical
student. We had one moment of tri
umph when on seeing how relaxed I
was and how well my controlled
breathing was going they asked me if
I had b^en to hospital relaxation
classes. “ No, I did exercises at home
with friends” . The importance o f this
answer lies in th ;ir total lack o f under
standing that friends, comrades, can
fu lfil tasks that they fail miserably at.
Giving birth in a friendly, relaxed,
prepared fo r atmosphere can be ā very
enjoyable and exciting event. In
unfriendly, alien surroundings it can
be terrifying. C. alone was there for
the last hour and the birth as R. went
o ff for a meeting and to get rein
forcements ; we all thought it was
going to take another 12 hours! When
I say C. alone I mean o f friends there were countless strangers milling
around. But the presence of one real
friend helped to make it a grocvy oc
casion and we really enjoyed the first
sight o f a very small, amazingly colour
ful human being.
But we must be brought back to the
stark reality o f hospital life and so C.
was shown out fo r a “ few minutes” ,
in fact a couple o f hours, while they
stitched up my sore and bleeding
cunt that they had viciously assaulted
with a large pair o f scissors. The cut
(epistiotomy they call it) was the
only truly painful part o f labour as I
experienced it - but painful it was.
And the slow serving up by the

medical student, with a local anaes
thetic that didn’t work, was one o f the
most painful and frightening exper
iences o f my life.
Then to a room at the end o f a long
corridor, where the nurses couldn’t
hear the bell, where no one entered

except to hand me meals and tell me
to feed the baby.
You cannot tell me there is nothing
political in the pain, the fear, the
isolation and the put downs.
You cannot persuade me that fighting
these things is not a political fight.

And don’t dare to say that to come
out o f it fighting and to win is not a
political victory. A beginning of
destroying the hold they have over
our bodies, our health, our lives and
our deaths.
CHARLOTTE BAGGINS.
Reprinted from

Anarchy *

The experience related above happened in England but
it could just as easily have happened in New Zealand.
However there is an alternative:

Home Delivery
With
Midwives

This article should concern all women
o f child-bearing age. More especially
it concerns those o f us who have come
through the hospital experience disatisfied and disillusioned. We would
love another child - b u t....................
there should be an alternative, and
.there is, Home Delivery. Unfortunat
ely at this moment, home delivery is
more o f a privilege than a right, some
thing for the lucky few who realize
the service is available and a privilege
v

we are going to have to, must fight,
to retain and maintain. An alternative
to Hospital care that must be widely
publicized and supported until it
becomes a right for those who want
it. At the moment in New Zealand
the positio.n o f a Midwife doing home
deliveries is very poor, treated by
most doctors as an anachronism that
should be entirely eliminated, com
pletely ignorning the opinion - if
you’ll pardon the pun - o f large
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bodies o f women on the matter. Fully
qualified nurses, midwives must con
tract, as private individuals, to the
Health Dept, which pays their meagre
fees, thus making Home Delivery a
free Public Service. The few midwives practising today therefore are
motivated by a genuine love for their
work. They must supply all their own
equipment from stethoscopes to
guages for blood pressure and baby
scales, all adding up to a large initial

capital outlay and o f course they
must have their own car. They must
also work in with a doctor on each
case and this is the greatest'snag of
all - so few doctors want to be
bothered with home delivery. Phy
sically, childbearing is a unique
experience that a man can never
know, and yet as many have found to
their cost, male Doctors, who set
themselves up as god, pontificating
from the heights o f their wondrous
knowledge, have made this a miser
able impersonal experience, making
childbirth something done to a
women, leaving her absolutely no say
in even the smallest details o f the
matter.
For those contemplating Home
Delivery here are several hints from
my'own experience. Contact the
Midwife first. She will recommend a
doctor willing to work in with her.
Don’t just ask any doctor. I know
women who have been told by
doctors, when enquiring about Home
Delivery that they were insane, that
its illegal and various other incred
ible claptrap. With good ante-natal
care any bars to smooth home birth

like extra high blood pressure, mal
position o f baby etc, will be picked up
and delivery accomplished in hospital.
This done you can come home im
mediately and enjoy the normal
fortnight o f free post natal care from
your midwife. Share any problems o f
pregnancy with her because you will
find her very sympathetic and suppor
tive. Far more so, I might add, than
any doctor. I found it very beautiful
to be able to lie with my son quietly
sleeping in my arms for the first
couple o f days as my m ilk came in.
No unnecessary bottles for him, no
bundling him o ff to the nursery to
suit somebody else’s convenience, no
rigid routine. Just the wonderful
soothing effect o f being in my own
home in my own environment. Free
to lie perfectly undisturbed (except
for my own or my son’s demands) or
to get up to make a drink or a meal
or take a shower or to go to my own
lavatory. These are the things that
made Home Delivery such a wonder
ful experience fo r me.
I feel personally that this issue is
bound up very closely with the rights
of a woman to be her own woman, to

The D iary o f a M o m en t W ith Breast Cancer continued fro m Page 19.
Most im portantly : know your
knows the difference between an in
self- prepare yourself - know
telligent and a stupjd woman when ac
your body so well that you know
tually faced with the difference. Show
immediately when something is
him. Expand his education too. My
abnormal. The one thread that runs
doctor had someone visit me who
through all female reproduction
wore two prostheses (fancy name for
organ related cancers is hormone im
falsies). There should be someone for
balance. The other, as with other
every mastectomy who does this. He
cancers, is something wrong with
has also recommended a physiothera
your immunology. Each gives early
pist if I’m still s tiff after 2 weeks. This
indications; funny periods, bad skin,
should be automatically done - esp
hair, tiredness, weakness, new re
ecially with longer hospital stays.
actions to drugs, illness, you never
Some people consider their fem ininity
had before. They rarely mean cancer
to reside in their breasts. I’ve a friend
alone, but they add up in the final
who.refused a hysterectomy several
picture. I only had the hormone bit,
years that she needed desparately as
mostly because I moved fast. My
her fem ininity was in her uterus. Mine
immunological system was fighting
:s in my mind. Some male people re
like hell and it still is. A month or so
gard their wives or woman’s breasts as
more and it probably might not have
their sexuality. My husband didn’t .
been.
partly because he’s also been through
What else can you do? Help fight for
self-help effects. “ What did you do shorter waiting lists and more equip
play with each other all night?1 He
ment fo r cancer checks, by mammo
came around. Now he leans towards
graphy, thermography'and another
Los Angeles and blesses Lorraine
new xeroradiography machine. Don’t
Rothman. “ The one that’s le ft’s got
accept a 3 to 4 week wait. Early and
to dQ double time now, you realize,”
fast procedures are the best with a
he told me as we went to bed the first
cure rate. It might have been fatal for
night home. And we laughed.
me to wait. Think o f those women
Sometimes
I still cry a little. It was
waiting now. Only woman pressure
rough. The surgeon is still listening
will change the situation. Don’t ac
and so am I. I learned too, from him,
cept a delay or a don’t worry little
thing attitude from the examining doc as he from me. My body is fighting. I
am on no therapy, no drugs. My body
tor. Scream and argue. If you know
is my best defence. Therapy would
what you’re talking about, he’ll come
kill this o ff and leave me dependent on
around. Even a stubborn doctor
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direct her own life, and to undertake
one o f the most important exper
iences o f her life as a person, and not
a suitably cowed, shaved and sterilized
object on a vast hospital production
line. Bearing and bringing up children
isn’t the sort o f thing these days we
can afford the luxury o f learning
about by trial and error. For a con
cerned thinking person 2 - 3 chances
at the most. Pregnancy and even more
so, the actual birth experience is
where it all starts. If these are good
our relationship with our child is
good. Bad, and mother and child
may have to cope with a lifetim e o f
negative response (or worse) to one
another.
To those o f you who do not intend
to every have children, to those o f
you who do and intend to always
have hospital care, to those who have
had bad childbirth experience and/or
regard children “ as a chore and a
bore’ ’ - I can see your point o f view so please see mine and support your
sisters who want Home Deliver.

CLARE BARWELL
drugs. So far, so good. A t first, canc
er feels abit like alcoholism, except
you don’t know what to stay away
from. Each morning, at first, I started
over my whole life.
A t the YWCA Speakout at which I sooke,
someone asked me about their lump
which had been operated on, removed,
and scar tissue had formed. Now it
was changing and another lump
formed below it. “ What shall I do ;
can scar tissue become malignant?”
she asked. We talked about it. There
is one major TRAP o f self help which
must be avoided and is sometimes d if
ficu lt to protect yourself from. If you
don’t know, investigate and fmd out,
but don’t diagnose yourself to death.
It’s been done. This woman’s doctor
said forget it. “ Forget the doctor,” I
advised. “ Make an appointment with
the specialist who operated on you - like tomorrow morning. The key
factor here is “ change” - it has ch
anged. Go to the medical school
library if you like and look up scar
tissue AFTER you’ve made the ap
pointm ent Discuss with your doctor
what you’ve read. Ask him questions.
Insist on answers. Tell him I told you
so if you like ; I don’t care if you use
me for support. Just don’t sit there _
doing nothing. And listen to what he
says. An intelligent woman listens too,
listens and learns and acts.”
IN
OTHER WORDS, AN IN TELLIG EN T
WOMAN IS A WOMAN WHO KNOWS'
WHEN SHE DOESN’T KNOW.
JOAN SIMMONS

Women singers are still singing male
made songs but I can see some
hopeful signs of change.
A quick browse through my records t;-rns up a wide
range o f women singers - the old rock style o f Dusty
Springfield ; fo lk singer Buffy St Marie (I was never
much o f a fan fo r Judy Collins or Joan Baez) ; black
singers with rich, warm voices - Ketty Lester, Dionne
Warwick, Aretha Franklin,, Roberta Flack, P.P. Arn
old ; Francoise Hardy singing love songs in French; then
then on to the more recent women singers - Carole
King, Carly Simon, Joni Mitchell, Bette Midler, Maria
Muldaur ; and then the feminist records sent to me
from a friend in the U.S.A. - Ruth Batchelor and the
Voices o f Liberation, Jody Aliesan and the assortment
entitled Virgo Rising. I can trace my rising feminist
awareness through these records. There aren’t very
many o f them and they’ve all been played many times.
I can still remember the first two records I bought.
They were both by women - Linda Starr and Helen
Shapiro. They sang fairly banal lyrics about love and
stars and boyfriends. Most o f the women singers from
then on reflected what seemed to be the main concern
o f women then - love, boys, whether he loved you as
much as you loved him, getting married, love. The
love they usually sang about was very idealistic and re
mote - it provided a fantasy when one was faced with
reality o f teenage dating and all the consequent fum 
bles and bumbles. Love in the songs, although often
unrequited was never crass, it never had to worry about
about a spot on the chin, or being two inches taller
than the boy. It was above all terribly romantic ?
love was something special, but something that we all
dreamed o f having. For most it was their greatest am-"
bition. For to be in love was something so special and
im portant that one sacrificed anything fo r it. And it
was through the songs that we learnt again what kind
o f things we had to do for love. How we always
came second - how his needs were more important.
We had to sacrifice all if necessary. Because love was
the most important thing in a woman’s life. Without
it she was nothing. And when love left, a woman was
nothing - she just had to wait until love came again.
The only important thing was having a man and being
in love with him - or so one would think by listen
ing to songs like Dusty Springfield’s.
I just don’t know what to do with myself,
I’m so used to doing everything with you,
Planning everything for two,
And now that we’re through
I just don’t know what to do with my time.
It was all presented in a very lush package - orches
tration wailing and sighing with her, photos on the
record cover o f Dusty looking soulfull, and blurbs on
the record cover reinforcing this one dimensional con
cept o f women. As an example, here are the words
from one o f Francoise Hardy’s covers - “ For men
she is the ideal woman. For women she is the faith
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ful reflection o f their schoolgirl dreams. Soft,
romantic love songs - that’s what a woman is all
about.”
Then there were the black women. They were billed
as “ soul” singers but their soul didn’t usually stretch
beyond this emphasis on love as the main concern o f
women. The writer o f the cover notes on an Aretha
Franklin album dedicates ‘ Soul 69’, “ this love-filled
album, achievement to those who’ve loved, who lost
love, who gave love. And about all, to those who
need love.” Well sure, love is important but what
about the rest o f the range o f human emotions. Some
how these got left o u t Carole King, on ‘Tapestry’ for
the first time came out and sang as well as writing
which she had done for years. But with very few ex
ceptions she also presents a very narrow stereotyped
view o f women. Always waiting, waiting fo r a man to
define her. A man to make her ‘feel like a natural
woman’. One particular track seems to sum it up where you lead I will follow, anywhere that you tell
me t o ...............
I always wanted a real home with flowers on the
window sill,
* But if you want to live in New York City, honey you
know I will.
77
Now I’m not wanting to knock these women. Their
records have given me a lo t o f pleasure in the past.
But they present such a narrow plastic,image o f wom
en - dominated by her need fo r a man, and totally
reliant on a man for definition. However the women
singing the songs had little control over what they were
singing. 1 hey were a package controlled by men.
Their purpose was to make money for these men.'
They reflected the ideas o f men, which may or may
not have been their own. It was not until some time
later, along with growing feminist awareness in all
other areas that women gained more control over '
what they sang.
My involvement with feminism gave me a new persp
ective which influenced my taste in music. I’ve had so
many arguments with people about whether a political
.awareness should influence personal taste in the field
of literature or music or art. But for me my feminist
awareness does affect my taste. I cannot feel the
same feelings towards music which is belting out sexist
words as I can to music where the lyrics reflect a
different view such as this description o f a feminist
record - ‘Virgo Rising’. “ The record is about the
whole woman who has humour and depression fear
and strength ; who gets mad, who comforts and caresfor women who live so comfortably they can concen
trate on their oppression, and for those who live
poverty, concentrating on the comm odity dinner or
the squints o f the welfare worker ; fo r women who
work in the office, for those who work unceasingly at

A PERSONAL
LOOK AT
WOMEN

These are records to soothe a feminist spirit disheart
ened by too much cock-rock. Mostly they are pro
duced by all women teams. They are a little rough
at the edges, unsophisticated and raw but full o f
spirit and feeling. They show a full range o f women’s
interests and feelings from the “ Housewives Lament” ,
the “ Freedom Ladies March” , the “ Union Maid” , the
population explosion in “ No Room” , “ Welfare
Blues” . They explore the demolition o f the stereotype
woman in “ Cut and Dried” , and “ No Hole in My
Head” . They’re funny as in Malvina Reynolds’ “ We
Don’t Need the Men” and Jane Smith’s “ Talking
Want A d” which says :
I’m looking fo r a man to wash my clothes,
Iron my shirts and blow my nose;
Sweep the flo or and wax the kitchen,
While I sit playin’ guitar and bitching.
I’m looking fo r a guy with curly hair,
Great big muscle and a nice derrier,
Who’ll get up nights and feed the baby
And bring my coffee when I’m ready.

Bette Midler
home” . A t first I longed to hear women whose lives
did not revolve around searching fo r love from a man.
Hearing “ You’re So Vain” I thought Carly Simon
might provide this. That gorgeous send up o f the
strutting male cock, the wry dumittance or railing into
his trap but the recognition o f what it was and how
little it meant

I find Jody Aliesan’s songs beautiful and sensitive, ex
ploring the feelings o f a woman discovering her poten
tial and power. She is aware o f the pain o f leaving
behind the old role and discovering the new woman
but she is full o f hope for the future :
I’m the one you’re not including
When you talk about Mankind,
And Brotherhood don’t mean too much to me;
If you’re out to end oppression,
Why not begin at home?
You’ll be hearing more from me.

You walked into the party like you were walking on
to a yacht
Your hat strategically tipped below one eye,
Your scarf it was apricot.
You had one eye on the mirror
As you watched yourself gavotte.
You’re so vain - you probably think this song is about
y o u ...........

Have you noticed, when we’re working,
I’m last to hire and first to go?
Have you noticed that they pay you more than me?
Well, women’s work is freedom
And i t ’s never done.
So you’ll be hearing more, hearing more,
Hearing more from me.

You had me several years ago
When I was still quite naive
You said that we made a pretty pair
And that you would never leave.
But you gave away the things you loved
And one of them was me
You’re so vain . . .

tm w ,
KM

Ine cover photo was terrific - a woman in jeans and
a T shirt, her songs with titles like “ Daddy I’ m no
Virgin,” but her marriage to James Taylor, and the sub
sequent child seem to have limited her interests to the
more traditional. Her subsequent album ‘ Hotcakes’
focused on love, marriage and the pursuit o f happiness
with titles such as “ Forever my Love” , “ Mind on My
Man” and “ Think I’ m Gonna Have a Baby” .

Then a friend in Los Angeles sent a record called
“ Songs fo r Women’s Liberation - Reviving a Dream”
by Ruth Batchelor ($US5.00 from Femme Records,
P.O. Box 548, F.O.R. Station, New York, 10022),
followed by “ Virgo Rising - The Once and Future
Woman” with Malvina Reynolds, Nancy Rowen, Janet
Smith, Charley s Aunts and others (from Thunderbird
Records, 325 Flint St, Reno, Nevada, 89501), and
“ You’ll be Hearing More From Me” by Jody Aliesan
(Tana, 12347, 17th St. NE, Seattle, Washington).
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REUIUMG A DREAM

We can laugh ourselves to tears
When we th ink o f how far we have to go
And about the years
We spent laughing at ourselves,
Apologizing fo r our fears.
Not anymore
It ’s not funny anymore.

More recent women singers, such as Joni Mitchell,
Bette Midler and Maria Muldaur are all singing in their
own individual way about different kinds of women.
Women who are not afraid to explore and express
their fejlings. Women who don’t depend on men for
ide ntify, women who are exploring new life styles,
writing their own songs, directing the production o f
them and really speaking to women from a woman’s
point o f view - from shared experiences.

tersonal pain may
lave political causes
which require
political action
Out o f all o f these Joni Mitchell is my favourite. I
began by not liking her style at all - I called h e r‘ that
mournful woman’ and thought her songs were all too
much the same. But then I began to listen to them
and found so much in them that now I’m a convert
and an addict. Joni Mitchell is unique in that she not
only writes all her own material, she also arranges and
produces her albums. She plays piano and clarinet
on them and paints illustrations for the cover. She
has full control over all aspects o f the production o f
her records. Very well known and respected in the
music industry, with many well known musicians
assisting on the records, she is still in control. The re
cords really reflect how she feels w ithout any male
additions or control. Her lyrics are beautiful and com
plex, exploring where she is. One can trace her
development through the records. The earlier albums
are a little raw in comparison with ‘Court and Spark’
which is the first to have fu ll orchestration. The tunes
are complex and d ifficu lt, but they are the kind that
haunt you fo r the rest o f the day after being heard.
But it is the lyrics which particularly appeal to me like “ Women o f Heart and Mind” where she explores
the difference in emotions o f men and women. The
man, so limited in his ability to express emotions, so
concerned with the mind, not understanding her con
cern for feelings :

Joni M itchell
You’ve had lots o f lovely women
Now you turn your gaze to me
Weighing the beauty and the imperfection
To see i f I’m worthy
Like the church
Like a cop
Like a mother
You want me to be truthfu l
Sometimes you turn it on me like a weapon though
And I need your approval.

X

Drive your bargains,
Push yo u r papers
Win your medals
Fuck your strangers
Don’t it leave you on the empty side?
I’m looking fo r affection and respect
A little passion
You want stimulation, nothing more
That’s what I think.
But I’ll try to be there fo r you
When your spirit starts to sink.
You criticise and you flatter
You imitate the best
And the rest you memorize.
You know the times you impress me most
Are the times when you don’t t r y .........

V

,

But there is no feminist awareness. She sees the situation'only in personal terms, not in the political terms of
feminists who believe that political theory is the logical
extension o f personal experience. Joni Mitchell seems
only one step away from the realisation that her person
al pain is not always only personal, but it may have
political causes which require political solutions. And
that is what feminism is all about - collective action
changing the political conditions which cause personal
pain.

SHARYN CEDERMAN
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The Fem inist E ye
BOOK REVIEWS
Blackberry Winter
My Earlier Years
Margaret Mead
Touchstone, $2.70
It is impossible not to admire Margaret
Mead. Few women have been able to
have such a fu ll, exciting and original
career as she has. Fewer -still have
reached such prominence in male dom
inated disciplines. And fewer again
have come to have tire authority and
acceptance in our culture that Margaret
Mead has.
I have not read much o f her anthro
pological work (only Male and Female
and parts of Growing Up in Samoa),
but I, have read a lot about her - inter
views in magazines and newspapers and
I have seen her interviewed at length
on TV several times.
I have always thought her eminently
sensible and admired her ability to
demystify areas which are so often
mystified by men. I also recognised
(in her, especially on TV, a kind of
'diplomacy' - an ability to please every
one. Radicals, including me, seem to
th ink that she is really more radical
than she is and conservatives that she
is really more conservative.
My expectations for 'Blackberry Win
ter were quite high. I thought I would
get a personal account of the life of
this remarkable woman and of her
feelings about ti. But, alack, it is a
very businesslike book. Margaret Mead
writes of herself, her fam ily and her
three husbands in the same kindly
detached manner which she uses in
writing about the Tobriand Islanders
or the Balinese.
It is interesting. Just the facts are
interesting. Three marriages, all ending
in divorce (though I don't think that
word is actually mentioned anywhere
in the book) were not exactly usual
in the 20s and 30s, even iri America;
Husbands number one and three do
not emerge as people at all. Apart
from their work, they are really men
tioned only in passing. I ended up
with no idea of why she married either
of them or why she divorced them or

of how she felt about them in between.
I gathered from details of times, places
and arrangements that her marriage to
New Zealander, Reo Fortune, was an
impulsive passionate one - and re
pented at leisure. She described him
as charming and he must have been
for her to have tolerated the male
chauvinism and professional jealousy
which she also describes. But this,
also, is mentioned pretty much in
passing.
In her description of her early life,
she acknowledges the influence on her
of the strong, educated, aware women
in her family, particularly her mother
and her grandmother. Her opinion of
her male relatives seems to be general
ly lower, yet nowhere does she express
regret for the wasted lives of these
women. She is extremely compassion
ate towards her father for not being as
successful as he might have been alth
ough there was nothing to stop him
from being so.
/

.

This, along with its impersonality, per
haps relates to why this book, for me,
was so disappointing. Margaret Mead
is an exception amongst women, and
she never questions this. She accepts
the privilege conferred on her by con
tact with her mother and grandmother
but she is not one of them. Her dau
ghter she seems to see mainly as the
mother of her grandchild. Her daugh
ter has a profession - it is mentioned
in passing - but we do not learn what
it is. This is quite staggering for a
person whose profession has been so
central to her own life.
I know that, in principle, it is crazy to
discuss a book in terms of what isn't
in it, but the things that aren't in
"Blackberry W inter" raise many more
questions than those that are in It.

To sum up : someone else could have
written "Blackberry W inter", given
the information, and that someone
could have been a man.

Applesauce Needs Sugar
Victoria Case
Doubleday, New York, 1953
Because all of the book reviews in
Broadsheet are for older liberated wo
men, I thought some of the younger
readers might be interested in this
book.
In the late 1800's, the Hammond fam
ily, growing steadily one more every
year, was poor and had a look of pov
erty about it. But still Mamma held
hope. She succeeded in doing what a
lot of women, or people might be a
better word, would not ever dream of
doing. It was a man's world, yet Mam
ma was better at business, home car
ing and managing than most of the
men in her time and still in ours. Wo
men and girls should read this book,
because of the moral standards which
are held high in this book.
In this book, it mentions the rights
Mamma Hammond and all women of
her time had, and I think some things
are the same today and still worth
considering.
The passage goes like
this :
" I am required by law to obey my
husband even though his orders might
be unreasonable. I have no right to
my own earnings. My babies aren't
mine, except as my husband permits
me to tend them. My husband is leg
ally permitted to beat me at his dis
cretion. I am not permitted to vote,
or to hold public office, or to decide
where I shall live, or what money I
can spend. Legally my status, as you
have often said is that of a male in
fant or id io t".
Her husband's answer to this was " I
am sure you can depend on the hus
bands to do what is best for their
wives". "A nd consider their wishes
too?" was next asked. The answer
of course was "C ertainly".
This is just one incident in this book
where the rights of women are bro
ught out and questioned. Male and
female alike should read this book. I
think it might help both sexes to un
derstand their own standards of demo
cratic process. I got this book at the
public library.
CATHY-JEAN SIMMONS
(Aged 11 years)

ROBIN MACK
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A TWENTIETH CENTURY
DISEASE
;
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____________________________________ _____
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In modern times there have been two great waves o f
feminism, the first starting in the late nineteenth cen
tury and culminating soon after the First World War,
and the second beginning in the 1960s with the
women’s liberation movement. It is often assumed
that the early feminists were only interested in achie
ving specific political reforms, but this is not so. They
were fighting fo r the same freedoms that we are-today,
but there is one essential difference. While the role of
women now is not radically different from the role o f
women in Victorian times, the justifications for such a
role are different.

Ibsen s play, “ The D oll’s House” , illustrates the point
well. The fascinating thing about “ The D oll’s House”
is that it still seems radical, in that Nora is taking
what still is a drastic step : abandoning her husband
and children in order to ‘find herself!’ ; however, the
dialogue she has with Torvald after she has announced
her decision to leave runs along quite different lines
than would its modern counterpart :
“ Torvald : Can you forsake your holiest duties in this
way?
Nora : What do you call my holiest duties?

The early feminists had to combat the idea that wom
an is an inferior creature because God so ordained it.
Therefore they either argued that God did not ordain
things in this manner, or they totally rejected religion.
Certain historical forces encouraged these trends. In
America, the agitation fo r the emancipation o f slaves
led to much discussion o f the Biblical justification o f
slavery (“ They shall be hewers o f wood and drawers
o f water” etc), and those who espoused emancipation
emphasized the more humanitarian aspects o f Christ
ianity. The early women’s movement in America grew
in strength along with the anti-slavery movemer)|t. The
doctrine “ Ail men.are created equal” had been exten
ded to include slaves, so why not include women too?
The increase in atheism and “ free-thinking” in late
Victorian times also encouraged the rebellion against
traditional ideas o f the “ woman’s place” . (See the
cartoon o f Victoria Woodhull, “ Mrs Satan” ).

Torvald : Do you ask me that?
husband and your children.

Your duties to your

Nora : I have other duties equally sacred.
Torwald : Impossible!

What duties do you mean?

Nora : My duties towards myself.
Torvald : Before all else you are a wife and a
mother.
Nora : That I no longer believe. I think that before
all else I am a human being, just as much as you are or at least I will try to become o n e ..........
Torvald : Are you not clear about your place in your
home? Have you not an infallible guide in questions
like these? Have you not religion?
Nora : Oh, Torvald, I do not know properly what
religion is......................................... ”

The modern feminist faces a different problem. The
Nora’ o f today is not immoral or amoral, she is ab
normal.
It is not unacceptable to leave one’s hus
band, especially i f it is assumed that one is going to
find another mate, but to leave a man in order to
live alone is not on. For one cannot be a “ real
woman” w ithout a man to give one sexual fulfilm ent.
And to abandon one’s children! Nora obviously has
a defective maternal instinct, and latent lesbian tend
encies. Her feelings o f unhappiness are due to lack o f
sexual fulfilm ent. This is not Torvald’s fault o f course;
Nora cannot achieve sexual fu lfilm en t because she
suffers from ‘penis-envy’ - she wants to be a man.
Therefore, she is not willing to truly surrender herself
to Torvald. Her penis-envy means that her sexuality
is centered on the clitoris, the penis-substitute, rather
than the vagina, which is where the “ true woman’s”
feelings are centred.
This modern emphasis on woman’s place being ord
ained by Nature rather than being ordained by God
can be largely attributed to the impact o f Freudian
ideas on our culture.
Freud depicts the normal woman as passive, masochis
tic, narcissistic, envious and morally inferior to men.
These characteristics are said to be caused by the girlchild’s realization that she has no penis, and therefore
must have been castrated. In little boys, the fear o f
castration encourages fem ininity, but the resolution of
this fear enables development o f masculinity. Little
girls are inevitably envious o f the penises o f little boys,
and any “ masculine” behaviour in a women shows x
that this envy has never disappeared.
But how can it be said that most people are
influenced by Freudian ideas when some have never
heard
o f Freud, and when certainly most
have .never read him? If one examines the popular
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culture o f this century, as is embodied in films, liter
ature, magazines, etc. one can see that Freudian ideas
have slowly seeped down into these media, in a very
oversimplified way. This is not an appropriate place
to discuss what Freud really said, or whether it can be
reconciled with feminism, as Juliet Mitchell claims it
can. Suffice it to say that Freud has generally been
interpreted as saying that if a woman is not happy
with her lot, this is not because the lot is not a happy
one, but because she is psychologically abnormal. The
normal woman is one who is passive and subservient,
does not suffer from penis-envy, and o f course, exper
iences vaginal rather than clitoral orgasm.
In the U.S.A., as Betty Friedan shows, the peak of
reaction to feminism, which occurred in the 1940s
and 1950s, coincides with the peak in popularity o f
Freudian ideas in the various media. Friedan examined
women’s magazines over a period, and found that, as
well as Freudian ideas being reflected in articles on
popular psychology (such as serializations o f Farnham
and Lundberg’s “ Modern Woman : the Lost Sex” ),
they were also reflected in magazine fiction. Most
such fiction in the 1920s and 1930s was about happy,
adventurous career women, but in the 1940s this sort
o f story dropped out completely, to be replaced by
stories about passive housewives. One particularly
ludicrous example was the story o f a woman who took
an unseemly interest in her husband’s financial affairs
and often took the liberty o f offering him advice. Fie
got so fed up with such unfeminine behaviour that he
started to eye the widow next door. The wife then
thought up a plot to ‘ win him back’. Although not
really scared o f burglars, she pretended to hear a
noise in the middle o f the night, and flung herself into
her husband’s arms for protection. The husband
comforted her tenderly and she took the opportunity
to apologize fo r her former behaviour. The story ends'
with vague hints about a new high in her sexual
experience. In other words, such delights are the re
ward for subservience.
Advice columns in magazines gradually became more
psychological in tone, as is evident from Rosemary
R a tliff’s study o f them, entitled “ Dear Worried Brown
Eyes” . Flere is an example from a British magazine,
dated 1939.
“ Q. There is a scarcity o f good maids in this district
and we are frequently w ithout any. A t such times
should not a husband help by at least cleaning his own
shoes? I can do every other menial and laborious task
with perfect good humour, but as hi$ wife just cannot
bear having to clean his shoes.
A. But when you come to think about it, shoe clean
ing is only part o f the usual household routine. Back
in your mind somewhere is the idea that it is a mark
o f servitude - linked up with the ceremony o f obei
sance. It is not really the job that irritates you ; it is
a secret grudge, a little private quarrel with your own
personality which you ought to settle for once and
for all.”
Freudian ideas were also presented in magazines
through a rash o f tests and questionnaires, an example
o f which is “ Are You the Perfect Wife?” , a 1951
questionnaire quoted in C.L. White’s book “ Women’s
Magazines 1693 - 1968” . The author o f this question
naire obviously had some sort o f inaccurate know ledge o f Freud. For instance, to the question, “ Do

you dream a lot?”, the perfect wife was supposed to
say “ No”, the rationale behind this presumably being
that since dreams are a vehicle for repressed ideas, and
the perfect wife has no repressions, ergo, she has no
need to dream. Such questionnaires often prompt
vague fears about one’s normality, especially since
they do not usually explain the reasoning behind the
correct answers.
In the film industry references to psychoanalysis
reached a peak in the 1940s and 1950s. Alexander
Walker’s “ Sex in the Movies” shows how the Freudian
ideas of women was incorporated into a series of sex
comedies which were especially popular at the time.
Doris Day figured in many of these, e.g. ‘Pillow Talk’
and ‘ Lover Come Back’. To quote Walker, “The
sex-comedy heroine is anti-marriage at the start or, rather anti-sex. Either she has never tried it -

The normal woman
is one who is passive
and subservient,
does not suffer
from penis e n v y . ..
which is usually Doris Day’s role - or else she is a
demi-virgin, which means that she tried it once and
didn’t like it. Either way, she is wedded to her career.
She dresses chicly, but is getting spinsterish round the
edges. What bothers her is that holding down a man’s
job is making her less of a woman. When her job is
that of a marriage counsellor, like Natalie Wood in
‘Sex and the Single Girl’, or a psychiatrist like Leslie
Caron in ‘A Very Special Favour’, the screenplay
writers are able to score a double hit - once off
women who have unfitted themselves to be wives,
and again off advisers who teach others about sex and
marriage but are scared of it themselves.’.’ .............
“ Some screenplays sound as if they had been written
by the scenarist in collaboration with his analyst”
There is no doubt about the ending of these films.
The lady invariably throws her career away and be
comes a ‘real woman’.
So it seems that by the end of the nineteenth century
many women were becoming brave enough to question
the moral standards of the time. But when these
standards were supported with the authority of
“science” they became more difficult to repudiate. Of
course Freud cannot be held responsible for this state
of affairs. He himself admitted that his psychology
of women was one of the most tentative aspects of
his theory, and confessed to being unable to under
stand women. His analysis of women’s problems
showed great insight ; however, he attributed these
problems to anatomical differences between the sexes
rather than to cultural factors. Unfortunately his ideas
were seized upon, oversimplified, and proved so pop
ular that they served to bolster up traditional ideas
about the nature of women.
HILARY HAINES
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SA U N A S
screaming and to even touch them. *

I decided to follow up the advertisement I’d seen look
ing for masseuses in a sauna parlour because night
work is more convenient when you have a young child.
Also I was tired o f the numerous cleaning and kitchen
jobs that I’d done for years, and I already had some
knowledge o f massage.

Of course, not all o f the clients were like that. In fact
in the first few weeks the slobs were more than made
up for by the genuinely friendly and interesting people
who respected me as a person. To these people I
could rave about my feelings fo r the job, Women’s Lib
eration, and all aspects o f society. In fact, I talked to
more people about Women’s Liberation then than I
had for a long time.

The interview was conducted in the rather seedy
looking parlour. The three bosses were middle aged,
and o f the type, I felt, who would let nothing get in
' their way. The boss who interviewed me seemed to
regard me as an object who would add a pleasant, ed
ucated image to his business - something some o f his
customers would be attracted to.

Unfortunately, some men were so caught up in their
own sexual dreams that communication was impossible.
They obviously felt that I should be flattered by their
attention and obvious attraction for me. I withstood
the battering to my mind for a while, but I broke
down one night when a man’s obscene.looks and talk
(and the fact that his stomach was covered with his
spunk) finally broke my resistance. I burst into tears,
rushed out and every time I thought o f the other men
I was supposed to massage that night, I cried again.
They sent me home! All the women have this kind of
experience - or worse.

“ O f course you won’ t mind doing massages topless,
w ill you?”
My mind went blank, but naively I thought I would be
excused from this by just refusing to do it. I took the
job.
First I had to be initiated. One o f the bosses (who, I
was told later, is ignorant about massage) then mass
aged all o f the new girls so that we “ knew what it was
like” . I feel that it was just an excuse to touch us. A
week’s training and we started work. Each masseuse
has a cubicle to which she retires with her customer.
He (the customer is almost always male) is given a 30
minute massage and then is free to roam and watch
T.V., use the exercise machines or the sauna.

Our position as masseuses - treated as prostitutes by
almost all o f the men (including the bosses) - was
made very clear when, w ithout our permission an ad
vertisement appeared in a Sunday paper using all our
first names. All the masseuses were extremely upset.
It was at least our right to be consulted if there was
to be any advertising bearing our names. A fter all we
were what attracted the customers. The whole empha
sis in the advertisement was on sex, and veiled prom
ises never to be fulfilled. We all discussed what should
be done. One woman - the mainstay o f the place decided to hand in her notice. Aided by suggestions
from everyone, I wrote a de-sexed advertisement for
the parlour and we all signed our names. I put this on
the office wall so that it would be seen by the bosses
when they came in. An hour later I was confronted by
two furious men (one o f them had been tryin? to get
me to bed ever since f d started, - he was ever so
“ impressed” by my mind and my independence!) He
and his partner would have liked to h it me, but we
were in public. They accused me o f stirring up the
women - putting ideas into their heads. He said
that they were “ too dumb” to think o f any action
themselves. I was told that I should mind my own
business - after all, I knew nothing about advertising
and if I have a problem I should come straight to
them. Did I want to leave? No, I did not. I would
leave when I was ready. From then on they were
continually discussing between themselves when to
sack me. Finally just when I’d decided to leave, to
hand in my notice, I was hustled away from the other
women and told that I had the sack. The “ reason”
was that I hadn’t given a satisfactory massage to some
o f the men and my attitude was all wrong.

Ec onom ics
I must explain the economics o f sauna parlours. There
is no union to protect masseuses. Each sauna parlour
charges its customers and pays its masseuses what it
decides. My parlour charged $7.50 for a sauna and
massage, and $12.50 for sauna and topless massage.
$5.00 more for bare breasts. Out o f that the masseuse
made 50 cents for an ordinary massage and $1.50 for
a topless massage. Obviously the way to make money
is to encourage as many topless massages as possible,
and also to ingratiate yourself to the client so that a
big tip will be paid.
I am not sure how some o f the women got big tips
but I think that “ relief” massages (a wank) were often
given fo r a price. These were discouraged by the
bosses because plain clothes cops were always wander
ing through checking the place. However, almost
every client asked for “ relief” or for you to sleep with
him and many wanted the masseuse to lie down and
_be “ massaged” back!
Waiting in my cubicle for my first client to arrive on
my first night, I fe lt like a prostitute. I fe lt that
touching a strange body, being invaded by sexual ad
vances and personal questions were more than I could
cope with. These men saw me as a symbolic woman
not as a person. To be so obviously the focus of
these men’s sexual fantasies and desires was an ordeal.
They made 30 minutes seem like 3 hours. They
wanted a topless massage, then they drooled, let their
fantasies run riot, demanded “ relief” , made me feel
such a non-person that it took all my strength to stop

It was a relief to get out o f the place and yet I feel
that I have learnt some valuable things from working
there. I gained more insight into myself about the
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way I react under pressure, more insight into how
some men behave when some o f their inhibitions are
let loose. The women who work there are mostly
young, solo mothers, who find the money good, the
hours handy and the company relieves the loneliness

The Politics

of

that is often fe lt when alone with a small child fo r
much o f the time. These women are trapped and can
not afford to see the job the way I did. If they did it
would become unbearable fo r them and then where
would they work? What other jobs are as convenient?
Interviewed by Julie Thompson.

Prostitution
I only need to point to the big difference in the wages
paid to a kitchen hand and those paid to a model to
illustrate the way society will reward those women
who compromise and sell their flesh.
Our masseuse points out that both she and the em
ployer made more money when she compromised more
and went topless.
But we need to realise that females do not freely
decide to participate in such jobs. The female is a
victim o f male created institutions.
O f course, a woman could also get married. However,
she may want to remain financially independent and
she may want to make more than a subsistence wage.
A t present she is the victim o f a system o f the job
and wage structure and that system is run fo r and by
men.
A woman does not have many options open to her.
We need a restructuring o f the employment openings
in this society, but more than that, we need a change
in men’s attitudes towards women, and women's a tti
tudes towards themselves.
We w ill not get the second until we get rid o f prosti
tution o f the female body.

there are several points to be made about the politics
o f such jobs which involve the selling o f bodies for
cash. Such selling may be obvious as in prostitution
or it may be more subtle - and a “ tease game” as in masseuse work.
The im portant point is that the buyers o f the flesh,
are always men.
Then there is the belief that the female chooses to sell
her own body. This is a myth.
What are the reasons that a woman may “ choose” such
work?
The main one is that o f money. There are not enough
well paid part-time jobs in our society - there should
be more. Every person should be able to get a parttime job, which is paid the hourly equivalent to that
which would be paid if the position were a full-tim e
salaried one.
The masseuse interviewed points out that she has a
young child and therefore cannot work full-tim e, nor,
very easily during the day. O f course, we badly need
child care centres too so that people can work during
the day. Meanwhile there are large numbers o f women
who are forced to take jobs which involve selling
their bodies, e.g. masseuses, prostitutes, or models
(and there is not much difference between these) in
order to earn a good hourly rate.

JULIE THOMPSON
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to P.O. Box 47261, Auckland.

hogwash

I recently had the misfortune to spend a Saturday
evening at the Thunderbird Inn on Auckland’s North
Shore where the entertainers for the night were
Frankie Rowles and Lonnie Donnegan. I’ m not in the
habit o f going to such places and was amazed at what
went on - what was considered acceptable - in the
two hours I was there.
The evening was just one long put-down o f women.
The jokes flowed thick and fast to disguise the lack o f
singing ability. The anti-woman jokes were incredible.
Women and particularly women’s genitals were the sub
ject o f ridicule and scorn. The most distressing aspect
o f the whole evening was the way the women in the
pub all laughed too. (And o f course it would appear
pretty aggressive for them not to).
When you ’ve been involved in feminism for quite a
while you have to develop a fairly thick skin about
sexist comments and behaviour, whether they are made
or done consciously or unconsciously. One’s inter
action- with the rest o f society would cease entirely if
you sw ooped like a vulture on every evidence o f prej
udice you com e across in your day-to-day life. I tend
to let most o f it wash over my head or I’ d be' like an
upturned tortoise - my vulnerable underneath always
exposed. I also like to extend to men the same under
standing that we extend to women - that we have all
been conditioned to think and act in certain ways and
that even when you becom e aware that y ou ’ re doing
them you can’ t wipe out twenty, thirty or more years
o f internalized modes o f behaviour overnight. There
fore, as I said I’ ve becom e fairly unprovocable and
reserve my energies for attacking more important forms
o f oppression. I was rather staggered therefore, at my
emotional reaction to one particularly gross example
o f sick humour. Frankie Rowles was endeavouring to
get the audience to join in with one o f the songs he
was singing :

Rowles walked over to a table where he and one o f
the men sitting there proceeded to do the whole
stereotyped “ queer” bit, high-pitched voice, flapping
hands etc.
Women and their bodies are legitimate targets for this
sort o f humour because they’ re inferior and it’s appar
ent that homosexuals being not “ properly male” and
ergo “ partly women” are therefore also able to be
treated in the same hateful way. I think I probably
won’ t com e any closer to understanding what it must
feel like to be a male homosexual than I did on that
night. A homosexual man is forced into a kind o f
human no man’s land. Men are the important species
on this planet by virtue o f their superior strength etc.,
etc., etc., ; women are despised but they are tolerated
as necessary appendages to the species/male and their
presence is legitimized by their ability to reproduce
and thus perpetuate the race ; homosexuals are not
“ real” men, neither are they “ real” women - they
therefore becom e a sub-species and less than human.
This was a new experience for me and one I won’ t
willingly seek to repeat But a large part o f the pop
ulation accept this sort o f behaviour as normal.

“ Come on now, all the ladies join in,” he said.
Deathly silence.
“ Well then, what about all the virgins,” he cried.

Id'
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More deathly silence.

OUt

“ Come on, all the sexpots then” .
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If ou
/

There was self-conscious laughter from a few women.
“ We always get a few o f those” , he said.

This cartoon is taken from “ The Little Prick” , a book of drawings
and captions by Zizi. The booklet is available from The Zizi Press,
525 West 125th Street, New York, N.Y. 10027. U.S.A. Send $1.40
for book and airmail postage.

And then the coup de grace “ What about all the queers . . . . ah, there’s one over
there, I See . . . ”
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1975 is International Women’s Year. Above is the United
Nations official emblem which consists o f a stylized dove,
the biological symbol for women and the mathematical
sign for equality.
Designed by Ms Valerie Pettis, a 27 year-old graphic des
igner at Henry Dreyfuss Associates in New York, the
emblem symbolizes the continuing concern o f the United
Nations in promoting the equality o f men and women
throughout the world.
Highlight o f the Year will be an International Conference
at the government delegation level, the first world meeting
on the prom otion o f equality between men and women.
It will be sponsored by the United Nations in M exico
City in June, 1975.
1975 was proclaimed International Women’s Year by a
resolution o f the General Assembly 3010 (X X V II) on 18
December 1972.

workshops, we found little to choose among. The
largest halls etc. in the City had already been pre
booked by other organisations, either for concerts,
trade fairs or what-have-you. Since we co u ld not get
a date near enough to the 19th for this to be more
than a token gesture in the direction o f the anniver
sary , we began to look for other suitable dates. Later
than mid-September was felt to o close to final exam
ination commitments for many wom en, so we went
backwards through the calendar. We eventually de
cided that we would try to get a date as close as
possible to the expected conference at Bogota, so that
the Government would be encouraged to send either
delegates from our meeting to the UN conference, or
vice versa have them report to us. As it turned out,
the UN date was changed and we had a double book
ing until the NZ Karate Association agreed to swap
dates with us from the 20th June to the 13th June.

This resolution outlined the aims o f the Year as:
No disrespect was intended - those o f us who had
attended the Auckland convention felt very strongly
that we needed to remain as close as possible to the
intentions o f the organisers and women who were
there. However, the mechanics o f the thing simply
did not allow this to happen

(ai (o prom ote equality between men and women;
(b ; to ensure the full integration o f women in the total
development effort, especially by emphasising wom en’s
responsibility and important role in econom ic, social and
cultural development at the national, regional and inter
national levels, particularly during the Second United
Nations Development Decade; and

We also asked about the choice o f Margaret Mead as
the overseas speaker.

(c) to recognize the contribution o f women to the devel
opment o f friendly relations and co-operation among
States and to the strengthening o f world peace.
We haven’ t yet heard o f many events planned for 1975 the conference mentioned above, an International Forum
on the Role o f Women in Population and Development in
New York on 25 February, in Australia a rape crisis centre
and a film festival o f women’s films are planned among
other things. But what is happening in New Zealand? The
Government has set up a committee headed by Miriam
Dell o f the National Council o f Women, to plan activities.
And o f course there is the
second United Women’s
Convention being held in Wellington next June.

At the initial meeting to discuss the Wellington con 
vention, the co-convenors, Ms Dell, Ms Shields and
Ms Milne asked for suggestions from the floor as to
whom should be invited, if overseas speakers were
wanted. Not everyone wanted any overseas experts
at all, and the matter was much debated. However, a
list was drawn up ranging from Helvi Sipila to Shin’ey
MacLaine, and it was decided by that initial group
(representing about 30 different organisations) that
Dr Mead should be asked first. She cabled her accept
ance almost straight away.
Some o f us had reservations about whether or not Dr
Mead would in fact be the best person to address the
convention in the terms we wanted. We therefore
decided, with the agreement o f the general committee
(over 70 people, from all organisations we had con 
tacted for delegates), to invite two or three women as
commentators on Mead’s address. We have not yet
finally decided who these will be, but they will include
a known and able feminist ; someone with a good
background in social science who is also known to be
at least sympathetic to the wom en’s movement,

We asked Judith Aitken, Secretary o f the organising
committee about some aspects o f the planning for the
United Women’ s Convention 1975.
We wanted to know why the date had been changed
from September 19th to June.
The first hurdle to holding the convention in Sept
ember was that when we came to look for a venue
sufficiently large for the numbers we wanted to attend,
and which answered our requirements for numerous
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(probably a member o f one feminist organisation) and
possibly one other. One important requirement is
that each o f these women be not only well known and
well regarded in her field and as an advocate o f
wom en’s rights, but that she also be a good public
speaker. One com m ent which has been relayed to us
by many is that people at earlier meetings, including
the Auckland 1973 Convention, were not always ef
fective speakers in public, and that we wish to avoid.
We do not plan to have any other overseas speakers,
as we feel that there are sufficient numbers o f women
in New Zealand capable o f expressing their own ideas

Workshops registered by 30 November, 1974

and reporting on the work o f their own organisations,
or describing to the Convention movements overseas
from first hand experience .
At present a group o f people, both members o f the
Convention organising committees and others, are
urgently investigating the possibility o f making a film,
to be screened during the Convention. The under
lying theme o f this film, if our present plans are succ
essful will be ‘the consequences o f choice for wom en’ ;
the potential audiences will include upper school
students, television audiences; the film company we
hope to engage (if we get the money, etc., etc.) is
Endeavour Films.

(for details/information re joining please contact Judith at
P.O. Box 17080, Wellington, P h .7 5 8 - 969)

TITLE

CONTRIBUTING GROUP/INDIVIDUAL

Rural Women

Women in Politics

Feminism and Socialism
Radical Feminist Ideology and the Women’s
Movement in N.Z.
Women in Trade Unions
Women and Equal Pay
Women as Administrators
Women in part-time work
Women in Training
Women and Pre-school education
Women in Continuing Education
Women as teachers and how they affect
children they teach
Women with Dependants
Women and the need for child care
Women at home
Women as Parents + Children in
Separation
Family Planning
Women and Health
Lesbian women and lesbian mothers
The Single Mother and her child
Women in Churches

Women and voluntary service
Mother helpers
Women as immigrants

+

Women and the Third World
Women as world citizens

+

Women as creative artists
Women and leisure
Women in prison
Women and age
Women and the Law
Women and the environment
Alternative futures
Women as ‘ Auxiliaries’
Women against womens lib!

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

Faye Baxter (Young Farmers Club)
Mrs P. L’ Estrange (WDFF)
Elaine Foreman, Masterton
Pauline Penny (Lab. Womens Council)
Penny Bunny (Masterton)
Rosemary Young
Adrienne Roberts (Chch. NOW)
Ruth Beaglehole (Wellington)

(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)

Phillida Bunkle (Wellington)
Sonja Davies (Wellington)
Council for Equal Pay and Equal Opp.
Executive Secretaries (Wellington)
Business and Professional Women
Vocational Training Council
Wellington and Hutt Hay Centres Assn.
WEA (Wellington)

(17) Charmaine Poutney and Karen Sewell
(18) National Council o f Women
(19) S.R.O.W. (Wellington)
(20) Homemakers Union (Wellington)
(21) Parent Centres Assn.
(22) Wellington Working Party on Children in
Separation.
(23) Family Planning Assn. (Wellington)
(24) N.O.W. Auckland
(25) S.H.E. Chch. and Wellington
(26) Gay Feminist Collective Auckland.
(27) C.S.M.C. (Auckland)
(28) Catholic Womens League
(29) Assn. Presbyterian Women
(30) National Council o f Churches
(31) Altrusa (Wellington)
(32) Mother Helpers Assn.
(33) Union o f Jewish women
(34) YWCA (Wellington)
(35) Wyn Hoadley (Auckland)
(36) UN Assn. Auckland
(37) National Spiritual Assembly o f the Baha’i
(38) Zonta (Wellington)
(39) Soroptimists (Wellington)
(40) Patricia Booth
(Wellington)
(41) N.O.W. (Wellington)
(42) National Youth Council
(43) Action for the environment
(44) Cathy Wilson (Wellington)
(45) Deidre Kent (Tauranga)
(46) Rosemary Seymour (Hamilton)
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while policy, financial matters can be considered monthly
at the Management Committee level or, in emergencies,
immediately between representatives from staff and man
agement.

SYDNEY WOMEN’ S LIBERATION
Australia’s first rape crisis centre has been opened at
Women’s Liberation House, Alberta St., Sydney.
There will be a 24 hour telephone service, with a car
always available to pick up those who call for help.
The centre will coordinate with ambulance services to
get injured wom en to hospital for urgent medical
treatment. Those who do not need immediate medical
attention will be brought to the centre and given sym
pathetic aid. Women from the centre will help them
report the crime to the police and accompany them to
medical examinations and legal interviews. If they are
reluctant to report the attack to the police, they will
not be pressured into doing so, but will be given help
and advice on how best to overcom e the trauma o f
the assault. Staff at the centre includes women
doctors and solicitors.

Originally the Australian Government granted us $33,000
for the first 6 months. We must apply yearly for renewal
o f this grant. However, we received an extra $26,000 supp
osedly till the end o f the financial year ending June 1974.
Our budget for 7 4/75 is now with the Australian Govern
ment for consideration. We have asked for $103,000. If
we receive this (we are at present funding ourselves on that
extra $26,000, though we are into the 2nd month o f the
new financial year) we will have to find 75% o f capital
costs and 10% o f running costs. And so arises the problem
- from where will this finance com e? We are now having
to ask that anyone using the service who can afford to, to
make a $1 or $2 donation to do so. We will also have to
investigate ways o f using medical benefit contribution
funds.
We are pleased to have been able to extend our services
outside the Centre, and beyond the direct face to face
work done with individual women seeking specific help
in medical services e.g. contraceptive counselling, gynae
cological check-ups, abortion referral, terminations o f
pregnancy, general and crisis counselling and information
giving.

The 3 main objects o f the centre are :
- to provide support and help to women who have
been raped, including women raped in the past who
are still living with the memory.

*

- to change the law in those respects in which it dis
criminates against the victim.
- to act against rape, especially t o change comm unity
attitudes to this crime and particularly to its victims.

On Thursday mornings a group o f local women com e to
an “ open House” meeting at the Centre. It is an informal
coffee and discussion group. We have talked a lot about
our roles as women, about the hostility o f cities to women
with young children given e.g. lack o f adequate transport
and child care facilities. We have shared child care, child
birth and medical care problems. We have had film morn
ings. At present a m odem dance teacher comes every
second week.

The centre has received a lot o f publicity in Sydney
and when that inevitable, tired old question came
from the press, the com m ittee was ready for it “ We
are not anti-men” they said, “ We are anti-rapists.”

LEICHARDT WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTRE
Since we opened in early March, 1560 new women have
used the centre for the wide range o f services offered.
Available to them have been a free medical service, crisis
and longer term counselling, advice and information on
social services and other comm unity agencies, discussion
groups, self help groups, film showings and a browsing
library.
The staff has grown as women’ s use o f the centre has
indicated necessary. N ow working here are 3 sessional
doctors - a gynaecologist, an Italian-speaking G.P. and a
multi-lingual G.P. practicing acupuncture, 2 full-time
nurses, a secretary/administrator, a research worker, a
health educator, a cleaner, 2 part-time receptionists, a
sessional psychotherapist and an intake counsellor. The
last four positions are the latest additions. A LL women,
o f course!
Responsibility for administering the Centre lies with the
Management Committee (8 appointed members o f “ Control’
the original group who received the grant, now also titled
The Women’s Community Health Centre Collective and
all staff members) which meets monthly, and the staff who
regularly meet each week. The normal day to day running
o f the Centre can be handled by the staff at the Centre,

A bout 70 women have com e to leam about self help. They
have used the literature and film resources at the Centre
to leam more about their bodies and to begin to demystify
the reproductive system and medical care in general. Many,
women have learned the techniques o f self examination
and pelvic examination. They have gone away with a plas
tic speculum and some greater confidence as consumers
o f health care. Self Help groups continue to function on
Monday and Wednesday evenings at 6pm.
Many individuals and groups have visited the Centre. We
have been especially pleased that medical students, trainee
nurses, psychologists and social welfare workers have been
interested to find out what we are on about, to discuss
the problems women have in our societv and hopefully
to be able to relate inis to their work. ,
We have also gone out to a wide variety o f social, profess
ional and other wom en’s groups to tell them about the
Centre, and about women and liberation.
At present we are becoming involved in discussion groups
with migrant women in factories, and in the migrant
hostels. We have been asked to present a sex education
course for girls at one o f the local high schools.
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broadsheet
* subscriptions*

Rates: $1 per column inch

Are you interested in
HAVING YOUR BABY AT HOME ?
Two qualified midwives registered with the
Department o f Health are available.
Phone Caroline - HSN 38 426
Joan 887 759

1

THE CIRCLE
The Circle is a lesbian magazine and may be obtained from
P.O. Box 427,
Waterloo Quay,
We l l i n g t o n .
Send $4.00 for one year’s subscription.
THE FEMINIST BOOKSHOP
Suite 2,
204 Rowe Street,
Eastwood,
AUSTRALIA! Phone 858-3563. Julia and Anne.
This is a bookshop run by women for women.
Topics include: Radical Feminism, Alternative Cultures,
Yoga, Witchcraft, etc etc. Specialists in Australian
women writers. Send A35cents for a booklist.

send $4.00

to: Epsom
48 St Andrews Rd
.Auckland 3
Name:
Address:
Phone:
commencing month:

A step in the right direction

DOCTOR DUNCAN

REVOLUTION
BOOKSHOP
A COOPERATIVE NON-PROFIT B(X)KSFRVI< »
Non-scxist & quality homosexual literatun.
F E M IN IST & GAY LIB E R A TIO N RESOURCES

PO. Box 12 NORTH ADELAIDE SA. 5006
(88 Hill Street, after hours !
Telephone Adelaide (08) 267-3159

Send for our monthly Book News $2 per annum.

Feminist or solo mother wanted to share house
in Herne Bay. Phone 768 349.

UNITED WOMEN’ S CONVENTION REPORT
Babies are new human beings. They do grow up. They
need tots of love and attention. Also, they cost money
And they do tie you down. Have your first baby omy
when you tee! you are ready to make the changes
m your life that having a baby w ll mean.

ISSUED SV THE HEW ZEALAND HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Get your copy o f this report containing speeches, work
shop reports and many photos from:
48 St Andrews Rd,
Epsom,
AUCKLAND.
Cost $1.50 Make cheques payable to “ United Women’s
Convention B ook” .
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