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Broadsheet Office

For some months we have been advertising our office
address as 61 Victoria St West. We have recently discover
ed that the address is in actual fa ct:
65 Victoria St West.
Ph 378-954
Hours : 9 a.m.- 2.30 p.m. (approx) Tuesday Friday

Photographic Exhibition
By the time you get this Broadsheet all portfolios for
our photo exhibition will have arrived. You will find
details of times and places where you can see the
exhibition further on in the magazine.

An invitation
Our readers are cordially invited to the opening of this
exhibition on Sunday, September 19 at our office
at 65 Victoria St (upstairs) b eginning at 7.30 pm.
This is, appropriately, suffrage day - we planned it this
way - and a chance for our readers to meet us, see where
we work, look at the photographs and drink wine. We
hope lots of you will come. If you can’t make it that
evening, the exhibition will be in our rooms at Victoria
St for the rest of that week.

Monday September 20 - Friday September 24 9 a.m.
4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday 25 and 26 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
During these times we will provide coffee for people
who visit us. This will give you, our readers, a chance
to preview the exhibition before it goes on public
view at the Auckland Public Library and then off to
Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin and Hamilton.

Equipment
We now have a vacuum cleaner, broom, desk with
drawers and a dictionary thanks to our readers. Many
thanks also to the sender of an out-of-action
calculator. We have got this repaired and this makes a
vast difference to the time spent on book-keeping,
banking etc.

A reminder

Don’t forget that we still need lots of large envelopes for
recycling. These can be posted to us or delivered to 65
Victoria St. When we’re not at home there is a hole in
the door that such items can be pushed through.
Remember to send stamped addressed envelopes for
anything you want a reply to and when submitting
articles and poetry. All work should be typed, double
spaced, one side of paper only. When submitting poetry
specify whether you want helpful comments or not.

“LADIES A PLATE PLEASE”
On Sunday 19 September Women's Suffrage has its 83rd birthday dating from 1893, when
women won the vote.

To mark the occasion the Concert Programme (YC) presents a two-hour programme introduced
by Jessica Weddell, highlighting the birth of the modern New Zealand woman - her hopes,
aspirations and achievements.

“LADIES A PLATE PLEASE”
The programme will be a miscellany of music interviews, discussions and talks from New
Zealand women.

Sunday 19 September 8 p.m. — 10 p.m.

contents
Letters

2

Behind the News

Interview with Willie May Reid

Evasions of the UK equal pay act

Feminist Diary
*

8
10
15

}

«

“I’ve enjoyed my life

16

Ho Xuan Huong

18

Half-way House

19

Feminism/Socialism

26

A midwife looks back

The Feminist Eye

Broadsheet on the Arts

Healthy Women

30
34

The Pill part 2

Grapevine

37

Hogwash

39

p e o p le
These people worked on this issue: Seonaid Abernethy,
Val Cole, Sandra Coney, Christine Dann, Robyn Griffith,
Camille Guy, Liz Glasgow, Rachel Landon-Lane, Anne
Parsons, Rosemary Ronald and the enveloping women.
Cover: Vanya Lowry
{ Illustrations:
Sally Hollis McLeod p 10,34
Vanya Lowry p i8
Barbara Stanish p 20, 22
Broadsheet is published by The Broadsheet Magazine
Collective, P.O. Box 37-261, Auckland, and printed by
Wanganui Newspapers Ltd., 20 Drews Avenue, Wanganui.
Permission must be sought before articles may be
J reprinted.

©I i

Blind women and welfare
benefits
Dear Broadsheet,
W.E.L. (Gisborne) thought Broadsheet
readers would be interested to hear
about an instance of sex discrimin
ation which has come to our notice
recently, as a result of representations
made to us by a local blind woman.
The case is that of women who are
blind, and their entitlement to Social
Welfare benefits.
It appears that single blind people,
whether male or female, have an
entitlement to a benefit, irrespective
of their earning capacity. If a blind
man marries a sighted woman, he
continues to receive the benefit. If a
blind woman marries a sighted man,
she loses the benefit, unless her '
husband is completely unable to
maintain her. The assumption appears
to be that of the male as automatic
ally sole breadwinner in the house
hold.
However, it seems to us that even if
we assume that the blind wife should
be totally dependent on her husband
financially (which of course we
dispute), there are considerable extra
burdens imposed on the couple if
the wife is blind - burdens which we
believe the State should alleviate
by continuing payment of the benefit
to married blind women.
Some examples of the extra financial
burdens of being a blind wife are:(1) Inability to drive and less
mobility generally necessitate greater
use of public transport than normal.
(2) Inability to make clothes for
herself or her family means greater
cost in buying ready-made clothes.
(3) A higher rate of breakages
around the house.
(4) Dangers of open fires when a
blind person is alone mean greater
consumption of more expensive
fuels, e.g. gas, electricity.

The Department of Social Welfare in
Gisborne have stated that a blind
woman might successfully make a case
for household help, paid by the
Department, to the extent that a
daughter could even possibly be paid
for helping at home. But under no
circumstances can direct payment be
made to the blind woman herself.
We believe this situation is iniquitous.
The whole training of blind and other
handicapped people is directed at
making them independent. They do
not want household help. They
merely want some financial recom
pense for the extra costs incurred in
running a household themselves.
If money is available to pay for
household help, then surely it could
be redirected into a direct benefit.
WEL has made representations to our
local MP, Mr Bob Bell, who with
another MP is making enquiries at
Parliament level. We hope they will
meet with some success. We are also
attempting to enlist the aid of the
Ombudsman in this matter.
We suggest that Broadsheet readers
might make their own enquiries on
this matter and assert the need for
fairer treatment for blind women.
Yours etc,
Judie Allum
Chairperson,
WEL (Gisborne)

Rural communes
Dear Broadsheet,
I was sorry to hear of Miriam and
Robyn’s experiences in their rural
community (June Broadsheet) espec
ially as I fear that their situation is
not uncommon in the so-called alter
native movement. However, they
were right when they said - “If we
could have had an ideological
programme, basic guidelines for the
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commune, we could have dealt with
sexism as it occurred.”
I firmly believe that sexual equality
is not only possible in a community,
but essential to its survival. What is
alternative about reflecting directly
the values of our patriarchal society ?
You may as well live in a house in
the suburbs where at least your
neurosis can be justified.
It seems to me that the problems
often, but not always, begin when
people start communities on the level
of stereotyped one-to-one relation
ships, or nuclear family scenes. Some
times these communities are very
successful - e.g. Steven’s farm in
Tennessee. But often these beginnings
mean divisions in commitment - the
family can take priority over com
munity, “togetherness” with one’s
mate may become more important
than unity with the rest of the people,
or with other members who are
oppressed and the need to work
together to free themselves. It’s
much easier to break from role-playing
when the people are regarded as
individuals rather than somebody’s
lady or man. Perhaps my experience
is unusual, but in the rural community
where I live, I have found it far easier
to get out of the “little lady” scene
than anywhere else I have lived. We
did begin by establishing our ideals
which differ from person to person, but
most of us agree that individual spaces
are essential, though only as spaces to
sleep, as the farmhouse contains all
our living amenities. We were lucky
in that respect, we had no immediate
need to build a place, which would
probably have thrown us all into
tight roles for a while as none of the
women were proficient carpenters
when we moved onto the land. We
agreed that we all share housework,
washing etc by the use of a houseperson system. One person does all
that stuff for a whole day and then
has about ten days off. So there’s
no reason for women to be trapped
inside any more than men. The
children are communal responsibility
unless they are very young or their

parents want to spend a lot of time
with them, which often happens when
parents can be relieved of their
responsibilities when they need it.
Freeing women of their traditional
housework and babyminding roles
means that we have lots of time to
learn “male” skills and become
stronger physically for such menial
tasks as digging holes and carrying
heavy things. One big thing women
need to overcome is the belief
instilled in them from birth that they
aren’t very good at sawing wood, and
driving tractors, and that they really
aren’t terribly strong. This is non
sense of course - the first person to
build her own space here was a lady and it meant lugging heavy timber up
enormous hills with our horse, and
training him first and various other
things which a year ago I would have
considered impossible for me.
Maybe the men here are unusually
liberated (some aren’t) or the women
are very strong. But mostly I think
it’s the lack of clearly defined nuclear
family scenes. Many of our members
in the city still have tight pairbond
relationships, but no couples have
yet survived the intense living situation
at the farm. When the farm commun
ity takes away most of the traditional
roles of males and females, there is
no need to remain dependent on one
person, unless both want it, which is
great but unusual. Concepts such as
“couples splitting” become meaning
less. The relationships change,
usually in a positive way.
For women to be oppressed in an
alternative community is a contra
diction in teyms. If the men in your
community make sexual liberation
impossible for you (and sexual liber
ation is the key) and you want to
live on the land and in a lifestyle that
doesn’t stink of the one you have
rejected, do it with women.
Deborah Bagnall
Coromandel

IWY bashing
\

Dear Broadsheet,
So that you can round off your IWYbashing activities I enclose the
“Recommendations” (sic) to the
Australian Government from the
recently-released IWY report.
I wish it to be known that I got
myself transferred out of the IWY
Secretariat before this report was
written and hence am in no way
responsible for any of this pretentious
and useless drivel.

There is nothing in the “Recommen
dations” (sic) which rfefers to child
care, anti-discriminatory legislation,
the basic human right to control
one’s fertility, or anything of
concrete assistance to women.
I believe I could have formulated a
better set of recommendations five
years ago sitting half-drunk in the
middle of a rusty cowshed in Paekakariki at milking time.
And so could any other Broadsheet
reader.
Toni Church
Sydney

Summary of Recommendations
(translated from bureaucratic
gobbledegook by Broadsheet)
These are our recommendations
which don’t cover everything that
could be said but we decided to
concentrate on ‘broad structural
questions’. Later we might change
our minds about what we need so it
is essential that the government
responds to the needs and wishes of
women and encourages us to keep
on saying what we want.
Australia has accepted some Inter
national Obligations: to declare
1976 to 1985 the U.N. Decade for
Women: Equality, Development
and Peace; to follow the World Plan
of Action; to support a World
Conference in 1980.
Australia gained a high International
Reputation during I.W.Y. The
Australian government should give
money and help to the Regional
Research and Training Centre for
Women.
We recommend the government:
(a) Implements the objectives of
the Decade for Women;
(b) Implements the World Plan
of Action;
(c) Unintelligible;
(c) Continues to give us money
with no strings attached.
To do all this we recommend:
(a) the continuation of the
Women’s Affairs Branch within
the Department of the Prime
Minister;
(b) The establishment of more
such sections in government depart
ments;
(c) the establishment of another
committee - an advisory committee to tell the government how to spend
its money to change attitudes;
(c) the establishment of a research
_______ 3________________

and documentation centre for
women.
Women are different from one
another, only sharing their sex and
disadvantages. Women have strength,
brains and courage.

Sorting out our priorities
Dear Broadsheet,
I think your readers would do well
to turn their attention to the real issue
facing the human race today namely survival, or destruction by
nuclear weapons. Until this glaring
injustice is dealt with the matter of
sexual exploitation is almost irrelevant.
Men, of course, are the authors and
profiteers in the arms race, but it will
be the whole of humanity and per
haps the planet itself, which will be
the victim It does not matter
whether Russia or America fire the
first warhead. The end will be the
same.
Mary Daly of Boston, U.S.A., who holds
two Doctorates in Philosophy, and one
in Theology, in her book “ Beyond God
the Father” says, (page 173) - “The
insatiable lust of males for female blood
has resulted in a perpetual blood trans
fusion throughout the millenia - a one
way outpouring into the veins and
arteries of the bloodthirsty monster, the
Male Machine that now can continue its
obscene life only by genocide. If the
Machine dreams it is of a future filled
with megadeaths. The total vampire
no longer needs to speak of blood
which is after all visible, measurable.
It drinks instead in quantities calcu
lable only through the highest
mathematics. The Vampire Himself
has given his life to a Dracula of his
own making, the High Computer who
drains the life of the planet into the
bottomless grey pit of bloodless
abstractions.” (end of quote)
When the women of Russia have the
freedom to write and say such things
we may begin to make progress, and
hopefully look forward to a saner
more peaceful world where women
and men can respect each others
unique function and raise, and hold
out some hope, for their children.
Mary B. Carmody
Mary,
The arms race is a symptom of a
social disease that can’t be cured
merely by banning bombs.
The real issue or race as I see it is
between the emergence of women as

a group whose voice can temper
this blood lust of men or our
certain armageddon.
The attitude that justifies nuclear
weapons and the inevitability of
wars is the same one that exploits
women. The whole world is
exploited and blackmailed by the few
making decisions in the name of many.
We can expend a great deal of energy
battling the symptoms - the cause of
the disease is what women’s
liberation is attacking. Survival
depends on our voices being heard.
Sandy

What can he do?
Dear Broadsheet,
Chris Wainwright’s article in Learning
A b ou t Sexism in New Zealand got the
slating I expected it would from
feminism (Camille Guy and Sarah
Calvert, Broadsheet No. 40). That’s

why I never write or speak publicly
about feminism any more. The
chauvinist in me is scared of getting a
slating, though if I say it out loud I’m
“playing the martyr” (old chauvinist
trick). I disagree that men and
women have to unite to free both
sexes. Liberation only happens when
the oppressor is squashed. Men will
keep squashing women anyway so if
women want to be free from male
oppression they have to squash men.
For the oppressed, revolution is the
only answer in the end unless they
prefer to compromise their principles.
I also agree with Camille Guy that
Chris’s article is rather academic. But
I got one good vibe from him. He
feels alone. So do I. He feels caught
thrice over. I feel caught every way I
turn.

three). I tried to modify my life-style
and attitudes so as to be less dominant,
less aggressive, less competitive, less
job oriented, less power oriented, less
role oriented etc. etc., not to impress
women - 1 really wanted to be that
kind of person. For a year or two I
made the mistake of supporting
feminism publicly by talking to Rotary
clubs and church groups, writing press
articles in support 6f women, and
joining those women’s movements
which would accept male members, in
other words, playing the intellectual
and political power games. All I got
was a kick in the teeth from men, from
non-feminist women and from
feminists. That was OK. An oppressor
who is also a traitor must accept a kick
in the teeth from all angles otherwise
he’s still an oppressor.

I learnt this when I first began to feel
I should take responsibility for my
own chauvinism. (Male sob story
coming up - chauvinist trick number
two. Women beware of being starry
eyed - or am I being cynical - trick

At this point I began to feel more and
more that this whole power game trip
was no way to be true to my feelings
about how people should be relating
to each other. I felt the whole con
ventional scene of marriage, nuclear
family, career, academic bullshit,
politics, suburban living and all our
related emotional hang-ups was
stifling our ability to be liberated and
natural and relaxed with each other.
So I dropped out of all that and took
to the road. I did some labouring and
truck driving and spent three consecu
tive summers drifting around New
Zealand staying on rural communes,
getting close to people and close to
nature, away from the brick jungle and
the rat race.

AUCKLAND WOMEN'S THEATRE GROUP
PRESENTS —

HEK5T0RV
HISTORY
WHOSTORY?
A SATIRICAL REVIEW
WITH HELP FROM

wonms nusic group

"Aucklakd conoutiny video group &,viD con

However, I soon found that even in
the most relaxed communes personal
power games raised their head. And so
did sexism (as Broadsheet 40 reveals Miriam Cameron and Robyn Griffiths,
“Back to Nurture”). The sex roles and
nuclear family asserted themselves
even more easily on the land. I felt I
didn’t want to relate to women or men
on this basis so I went off by myself,
disillusioned, found an isolated beach
on the Hokianga coast, built myself a
shack out of driftwood, grew some
vegetables and ate seafoods and got
into wood carving. I lived there for a
whole summer. It was beautiful. But it
was incredibly lonely. Besides, I could
see I was only into another chauvinist
trip - self-sufficient, self-reliant male
shirking his responsibilities to his wife
and lots of other people. Suddenly I
felt completely beaten, so I went back
to the city to give some emotional
support to Marie at the risk of
“playing the friend of feminism”.

Maidment Theatre University
Saturday 18th September at 8.00 pm Tickets $1.50 or $1.00 students I still feel alone. I don’t know where I
Available from Women’s Centre

125 Ponsonbv Rd. Ph. 764-755
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am. Whatever I do it’s chauvinism.
Sometimes I harbour resentments

towards women, and feel guilty about
it, but I love them and don’t want them
to feel oppressed by me or anyone else.
I can no longer take sexual initiatives
with women without feeling guilty, so
I’ve given it up. I can’t raise a hard
anymore anyway. I can’t even face
taking the initiative in non-sexual
relationships with women for fear of
playing “the nice guy”, nor with men
for fear of fostering male solidarity
against women. So I’ve given that up
too. I’m alone inside myself so I might
as well be a hermit. At least I can’t
oppress women then. I have no
homosexual feelings so I can’t find
sexual relaxation with men. I feel more
a strong need to relate better to
women, sexually and non-sexually. I
feel no need to foster solidarity with
men. That will only be needed when
men are the oppressed. I would like to
have more gentle non-competitive
relationships with men and feel more
relaxed about being close to them
physically, but I don’t think that needs
a “Men against Sexism” movement.
Besides, I’m sick of “movements”.
Even this letter could be called a
chauvinist trick. Actually I’m just
trying to say how I feel. Take it or
leave it. I don’t care whether it’s
published or not. I’m beyond caring.
If you publish it you are bowing to
my trick of playing the friend of
feminism, or one-upping etc. If you
don’t publish it you are bowing to
my trick of playing the martyr.
Sometimes I feel I’m the biggest
chauvinist shit around. If I’m sincere
about my wish not to be I’m caught
at every move. If I’m not sincere I’m
putting you in a dilemma about
whether to publish. It’s for you to
decide whether that’s the final trick
or whether I’m the one who’s in the
dilemma. All I can tell you is that I
really don’t want to oppress women,
but can’t help myself, and that I feel
really lonely and really screwed up.
So why don’t I kill myself ? I have had
such death wishes. But that would be
the ultimate chauvinist martyr trick
wouldn’t it ? I give up. This is my last
rave. I love you everybody.
Bill Keir

Misleading classes
Dear Broadsheet,
Camille Guy urges us to be more a
aware of “our own class positions”
in her article “ Ms. taken Trust”
(Broadsheet 41). In my opinion it
is misleading to talk of women in

“class positions” - women are a
class. To see women in class
positions is inherently sexist because
it defines us, once again, through
men. Women are assimilated into
the male class structure by birth
or marriage but this is assimilation.
To acquiesce to this view of women
is to obscure our real position and
accept the male definition of our
selves.
Undoubtedly some women are “well
conditioned” and do identify with
the class they are born or marry into,
but identifying with something
doesn’t make someone a part of it.
As feminists our energies in con
sciousness raising, of all forms, are
directed at making women aware of
their disadvantaged position in society
and we shouldn’t be encouraging class
identification by giving it legitimacy
in Broadsheet.
Val Cole

Un-radical feminists
Dear Broadsheet,
What way feminism for the un-radical?
If we are to believe the radicals then it
would appear that we must all adopt
lesbian relationships or be regarded as
suspect feminists if we prefer to
remain heterosexual. And if we should
choose to harness our sexual drive into
other channels - be they creative or
practical - what box and what label
would be hung on us then ? And if the
radicals are successful in alienating
those of us who are not “high
frequency” feminists, as they well
could however well-intentioned, then
how will the movement progress?
Every organisation needs its Indians;
as well as its Chiefs.
I would prefer to see men (however
reluctant and afraid they may be
initially), as well as women, freed from
the oppressions of our present social
structure but I can’t for the life of me
see the radicals being interested in this
concept of a better society for all.
I may have misinterpreted their writ
ings but it would appear (to me, at
least) radicals first, low-key feminists a
very poor second and men to be the
oppressed section of the community,
as women are now. Can’t we all want
something better - not a reversal of the
present structure but a new and
gloriously better world all round. I
think we can only have the power and
the energy to achieve this if we are
united and I cannot see unity flourish
ing in an organisation where, what is
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becoming a very vocal group tries to
assert superiority by, what appears to
be, sexual preference.
The dominant male is not just a pro
duct of his forefathers and peer group there are a vast number of women who
raise their sons in this image and there
are a vast number of wives who
support this image, hpwever detriment
al it is to them as a whole. If these
women see a divided feminist move
ment they will not be influenced to
our cause and - probably more import
ant - their daughters will not be
influenced either. Also, a divided house
will not only loose us the support of
men who are already sympathetic to,
and can aid the movement, but it gives
further opportunity for the destructive
male to restrict our progress and
ridicule our aspirations and achieve
ments.
I do not want to have my sexual (or
any other) status dictated to by any
one else, nor do I wish to adopt
masculine patterns of aggression to
bring about change.
I do not wish to oppress anyone - not
even a dominating male. Change him,
yes, or even by-pass and leave him
behind.
Is there really any place for someone
like me in the feminist movement or
perhaps, moije hopefully, have I mis
read the signposts ?
Daphne Terpstra,
Christchurch.
(Ed. abridged)
Ed. note: Broadsheet welcomes readers’
responses to Daphne’s comments on
what feminism, and especially radical
feminism, is all about.

Sauna scene mafia

Dear Broadsheet,
I’m writing to you about massage
parlours in Auckland. If you’re a
girl whose been driven just about
insane by working in factories and
kitchens there’s no million dollar
idea you don’t think carefully about.
One of the most lucrative is prost
itution. I sewed in suburban factories
for months when I left school at 15.
After “bumming it” for a while I
couldn’t face the thought of working
for $1.10 an hour (if I was lucky) at
some equally degrading task of
satisfying business men’s sexual
fantasies. Massaging not only their

continued on page 40

“Women’s Rights — a National Cause’’. This was the
title of some electioneering propoganda put out by
Muldoon’s party. MARY SINCLAIR investigates the
gap between what they said we’d get and what we’ve
got.
Since the election of a National
government last November,
many people have been watching
the new govt’s activities in the
social and moral areas, as they
field financial and economic
body blows in their attempt to
set the country’s balance sheets
to rights.
The title of the National Party’s pre
election pamphlet on women’s rights,
Women's Rights - a National Cause,
seemed to promise a new direction
and attention to problems feminist
groups and other women’s organis
ations have been struggling with
since the women’s suffragist movement
succeeded at the end of last century.
Over the last eight months, however,
evidence that the National Govern
ment regards women’s rights as a
priority has been sadly lacking.
Indeed, the Prime Minister with his
pronounced aversion to pressure
groups and his refusal even to allow
women to choose their own prefer
ence in forms of address from Miss,
Mrs or Ms, seems determined to
alienate his potential women voters.
Let’s look at the pamphlet which
contains the National Party’s policy
for women in a little more detail.
It begins with the statement that
“since 1975 is International Women’s
Year, it can be expected that all pol
itical parties will talk a great deal
about their ‘women’s policies’.
Unfortunately most will be little
more then window-dressing. Nation
al’s plans go far beyond this.”
The pamphlet than falls into several
headings:

Discrimination
“We will begin by introducing legis
lation to remove existing legislation
relating to women, and to prohibit
discrimination against any person by
reason of sex”. Fine words, and much
needed legislation, but no action, yet.
“We will also establish a Human
Rights Commission” ... and a very
interesting departure from the submis
sions from women at IWY seminars
up and down the country, which
were overwhelmingly in favour of a
Women's Rights Commission.
Although the Minister of Justice,
Mr Thomson, has stated publicly
that he considers the major work of
National’s proposed Human Rights
Commission would be in the field of
women’s rights, many women are
wondering how much of the research
and educational role that the IWY
seminar reports called for will
eventuate in a commission which has
several other areas to deal with.
We have seen no sign of the priorities
based on the recommendations of
the Select Committee on Women’s
Rights promised in the pamphlet
either.

and retraining courses, or rights to
maternity leave for women workers.

Opportunities

In 1972-75 the percentage of women
appointed to national boards rose.
Because the number of women with
sufficient expertise in many profes
sional fields is very low, the pool from
which to choose is correspondingly
small. The present government has
appointed very few women to national
boards (one exception being the two
women appointed to the Social
Development Council), but blotted
its copybook badly when it abolished
the old Broadcasting Council (which
included three well-qualified women)
and included no women on the
reconstituted Broadcasting Corporatior
Council. The increasing tendency to
appoint middle-aged businessmen,
accountants and other professional
males also spells a return to the non
representative rule of government
prior to 1972, and a lessening of opp
ortunities for women, rather than the
promised increase. Even when women
are appointed to boards by the present
government, their appointments would
often seem to be political favours
rather than the right woman for the
job.

broadsheet
special $1

Women Working

A rather nebulous promise to
“encourage” employers to establish
flexible working patterns in order to
assist “women who undertake the
dual role of worker and mother”
has been overtaken by the govern
ment’s current economic policy,
which has put many of these “dual
role” workers out ol work. Little
sign has been seen of any attempts
on the part of Labour Minister Gor
don to negotiate more flexible
working conditions, easier re-entry
6

writings from
the women’s movement

Buy the Broadsheet Special

Order form on inside back cover.

Early Child Education

The government cutbacks in all areas
of expenditure have clearly made
nonsense of many of the promises
included in the pamphlet, nowhere
more obviously than in the educat
ional field. The breakthrough in the
general realisation of the importance
of pre-school education has thus been
nullified or at least put in cold
storage until such time as the govern
ment is prepared to announce a return
to economic normality. Likewise the
increased emphasis on vocational
guidance can hardly be put into effect
while supplementary teaching staff
are being refused.
The same would presumably apply to
the proposed encouragement and pro
motion of job training and retraining,
“second chance” education and a
“policy of life-long education for
women”. It seems the only life-long
education a woman needs in this
society is in paring costs to the bone
as the National government removes
subsidies on all essential goods.
The recently-established Cabinet
Committee on the Family also
promises to be an interesting if futile
exercise to watch. How can a group
of middle-aged, elderly men possibly
make decisions about an institution
they have had what can only be
called a tenuous contact with through
out most of their adult life? At one
moment they are trotting out the
well-worn shibboleth that a woman’s
place is in the home, and next they
are denying any woman a place on a
committee which presumes to make
decisions in an area of intimate con
cern to many more women than
men. Of course, neither of the two
women in the National Party caucus
have cabinet status anyway.
In this society which is based, so
the politicians tell us, on the sacred
family unit, the breadwinner often
has to leave home early in the morn
ing and arrives home in the evening
too tired out by the day’s work to
be a truly aware parent. Until both
parents are enabled to take a more
equal share of the burden of bread
winning, the happy New Zealand
family will remain a myth.

Housing Finance

Recent financial policies of the gov
ernment have not only put the
purchase of a house out of most
people’s reach, but they have made
the discrimination against single
women or men even stronger, the
first priority in any government
housing scheme being to house
families.

Interest rates on loan monies have
risen, rather than dropped. The
new mortgage guarantee scheme
promised for solo mothers and single
women has not been introduced,
doubtless because of “lack of
finance”.

priorities. It seems rather odd, however,
that much of the legislation proposed
in the National Party pamphlet has not
already been drafted in readiness for
enactment.

One further aspect of concern to
many women is the idea of a
housing cooperative scheme that,
instead of spreading solo mothers
throughout their community, may
tend to concentrate them in small
areas which would be as injurious to
them as the present situation.

Social and Medical

The first thing that must be pointed
out under this section is that the
appointment of a minister who, once
again, has to come to grips with a
system about which he knows little
and which is very critically in need
of reorganisation leaves one in no
doubt as to the priority the present
government is prepared to allow the
problems of the Health portfolio.
To find that this minister has
immediately set out to attack a very
small part of the health system
presumably in order to detract from
the serious decay in the rest of the
system, further shatters any illusions
women may have had about the
National Government’s attitude to
social and medical problems.
Their promise of free family planning
aids “where necessary on social or
medical grounds” would indeed be
praiseworthy if that system was not
already in operation by the medical
profession.
The extension of social security
benefits to women requiring surgical
prostheses (i.e. after breast cancer
operations) is also a praiseworthy
action, and one that should have
been brought in years ago. One hopes
that the Minister of Health will act
speedily to have the necessary legis
lation passed, so that a small part of
women’s suffering under the Health
system may be alleviated.
The National Superannuation Scheme
may well give benefits to all women
from the age of sixty, but again, we
have seen no sign of this in the legis
lation at present offered, and the
fact that the whole question has been
delayed until 1977 gives cause for
concern for the plight of the elderly
until then.

Family Law

Legal changes can take a long time to
eventuate, especially if there are urgent
7

Trotting out the well-worn
shibboleth - the sacred family
unit.

One disturbing trend that the present
government has already shown is its
intention to exclude the public from
many select committee hearings. This
would obviously enable the government
to present the electorate with legisla
tion that is a fait accompli, and would
also deny the opposition and the
public the chance to discuss and fully
appreciate expert views on legislation
proposed by the government. A care
ful vigilance will be necessary if
won.; n are to ensure that the govern
ment is made fully aware of what, to a
predominantly male parliament, may
seem a minority view. It will be nec
essary to remind the politicians again
that over 50% of the population is
female, and that middle-aged account
ants and businessmen cannot speak for
us !

Willie Mae Reid Visits NZ
Broadsheet talks to Socialist Workers Party
candidate for the US vice-presidency.
“That’s the first time I’ve seen
you smile this morning’’.
Gordon Dryden, talkback host,
to a U.S. vice-presidential candid
ate.
Predictably, the recipient of
Dryden’s remark fulfilled the
three basic conditions for dis
crimination: being a woman, a
socialist and a black: Willie Mae
Reid.
Willie Mae is a thirty-six year old Black
feminist whose visit to New Zealand
was co-sponsored by the Young
Socialists and the Socialist Action
League. Born in Memphis, Tennessee
she now lives in Chicago. She ran for
mayor of Chicago on the Socialist
Workers ticket in 1975, and was the
first Black woman ever to oppose the
infamous Mayor Daley. She was the

Photos: Sandra Coney

first candidate outside of the Demo
crat or Republican parties to gain
ballot status in Chicago since the
1930s.
Willie Mae has a strong history of
involvement in the struggles of the
people since her junior high school
days when Rosa Parks refused to give
up her seat to a white man on the bus.
She has marched and helped organize
demonstration to support school deseg
regation, and equal education for
Black students. She was also active in
WONAAC in the United States and is
currently using her campaign to push
for ratification of the ERA. I forgot
to mention, she is standing for vicepresident of the United States for the
Socialist Workers Party.
Ms. Reid’s action in the women’s move
ment began around the same time as
she got interested in socialism as an
alternative political structure. She

worked with the Illinois Women’s
Abortion Coalition which held
“Women’s Tribunals” - meetings where
women could discuss and share exper
ience of abortions. They were special
in that women would come from all
over the state to these meetings. She
began investigating socialism and its
attitudes to various struggles at the
same time and went to a couple of
classes. She joined the Socialist
Workers Party in May 1973.
Although she is standing for vicepresident of the USA she does not
expect to win against the powerful
Democrat and Republican machines
with their domination of the media.
However she sees her campaign as a
good way of getting the political ideals
of her party across to the people. Her
aim is EDUCATION = INFORMA
TION = UNDERSTANDING = SUP
PORT = STRUGGLE. “Even if we
win the majority of Americans to a
Socialist view, Rockefeller is not going
to allow socialism to become the
Government”. She has joined the
Socialist Workers Party to fight for
revolution - whatever the ruling class
of the United States says. After all it j
was Thomas Jefferson who advocated a

Willie Mae Reid at the Broadsheet interview

revolution every twenty years.

and supported them so that they could
have power to succeed in the business
Her information on the women’s move world. The younger women identify
ment in the US just now was illumina more with all women. They want to
change the system itself. Willie Mae
ting. She felt the leadership of NOW
feels that when their struggles take on
was reformist - but that the younger
women in that movement were revolu more thrust, their own leadership will
tionary. The leaderships of NOW and
be more easily identified as part of the
women’s trade unions work to make
problem.
the system more humane, but keep
We asked her how we could ensure
ing it intact. NOW identified with the
that feminism would be part of a
white middle class professional women

socialist revolution.
The best guarantee that “after the
revolution sexism will be out” is the
organisation of the victim to set the
priorities, and that means US. We
must become revolutionaries - and
force change.
Robyn Griffith and
Raewyn McDonald

Marry - Or Starve !
I
“We are determined that we will not get into the situation which exists in
some other countries where there is a positive financial incentive to remain on
a social security benefit rather than return to a norma! type of marital or
employment situation.
Muldoon to the Auckland Lions Club August 3, 1976.
Piggy is at it again. On the 3rd of
August he told the Auckland
Lion’s Club that social security
benefits can be attractive enough
to put some women off marrying
or working, and that the Govern
ment was determined to do some
thing about it. The trouble is
that social welfare benefits are
now equal to the income of the
lower wage earner. The Govern
ment intends to set up a commit
tee to study the matter.

much less, as she will most likely have
to pay for childcare. Successive New
Zealand Governments, with their
“home and family” rhetoric have made
no effort to provide inexpensive pro
fessional childcare for women who are
“forced” to work and yet they still
have the two-faced gall to extol the
home and family while really forcing
women out to work.

The alternative is to marry. The true
nature of marriage in our society is
thus exposed. Marriage is primarily an
economic relationship. The husband
is responsible for the support of his
wife. The reason that the Government
wants to cut welfare benefits is
because these benefits pay for services
provided by mothers which the State
What better example could we have of
usually gets free. The romance stories,
the stupidity, callousness and sexism
love songs, wedding ceremonies, sex
of the present Government? Most
clinics, soft sell advertisements and
working women would fall into the
pulp magazine preoccupations with
“lower wage earner” category. The
love merely serve to obscure (very
female “lower wage earner” manages
effectively) the fact that marriage in
to survive if she is childless, or if she
has a husband who contributes and helps our society is not mainly a matter of
shared affection, orgasms, baths and
maintain her and her children. But a
woman who qualifies for the Domestic children, but of economic dependence.
Marriage is a meal ticket for women
Purposes Benefit, for example, has
which has State as well as Church
both children and no male financial
blessing.
support. The Government proposes
that she work, which for most women
Women have been given some employ
will mean a low income job. She is
ment rights, but marriage is still seen as
now expected to support herself and
a preferable alternative, and Muldoon’s
her children on possibly less than the
Government intends to keep it that
Domestic Purposes Benefit. Probably
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way. So long as employment opport
unities and rates of pay for women
remain lousy, it won’t be too hard to
force women into marriage. But what
sort of marriages will they be? Don’t
be surprised if you hear that the
Government is refusing legal aid for
domestic proceedings next.
Is it worth making the effort to train
for a good job which will release you
from a crumby job and/or marriage
under pressure? A friend of ours,
currently receiving the Domestic Pur
poses Benefit, thinks so. She wants to
go to University full-time. But she’s
been told that the D.P.B. is given to
her to “look after her child” and that
she can only go part-time. This despite
the fact that her child is school age,
and that to do the course part-time
will take twice as long, so that she will
receive the D.P.B. (and not pay taxes)
for that much longer. (Unless the pro
mised “sympathetic and compassion
ate” committee recommends that she
be forced to work.)
The Government’s two-faced attitude
to women workers and mothers creates
this sort of anomaly, and it won’t be
resolved until it is made to realise
that all women, not just childless,
unmarried women, have a right to
economic independence.
Christine Dann

-----JjeW---------tte-nevM
Evasions of Equal Pay Act in UK
We have much to fear in the way of evasions of equal
pay if the British experience is anything to go by.
Two articles in British news
papers recently on equal pay
and sex discrimination legis
lation (Anna Coote in the
Observer Review, 6 June, and
Lyn Owen in the Guardian,
9 June), are of interest to all
those concerned about how
effective New Zealand’s Equal
Pay Act will be in giving actual
equal pay for equal work.

In Britain complaints about inequal
ities at work are brought under the
Equal Pay Act or Sex Discrimination
Act and are heard by locally-based,
male-dominated industrial tribunals.
A third of tribunal members are
drawn from senior management,
another third from trade union
officials. The former group, a
Department of Employment survey
recently showed, are largely opposed
to equal pay and many union men

are also openly hostile to the idea.
It is not surprising then, that women
attempting to work through the
tribunals to get equal pay are not
meeting with much success. Those
women coming under the ambit of
tribunals with women sitting on
them (eg Scotland) have more chance
of getting some justice.
In the four months immediately
after the two acts came into force,
1,754 women had started industrial
action; only eighteen of these were
successful, 100 have had their cases
dismissed, 69 have settled out of
court. The largest proportion (tri
bunal backlog apart) have withdrawn,
without gain.
Many cases have foundered over
the question of what, under the new
acts, constitutes a “material diff
erence” between jobs - which
permits unequal pay. The tribunal
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must decide whether one job is
“broadly similar” to another. The
New Zealand Act states that equal
pay must be paid where the “same
or substantially similar” work is
being performed by people of
different sexes. We have much to
fear in the way of evasions of equal
pay if the British experience as
outlined in these articles is anything
to go by.
Take the case of Mrs J. Morland, an
“order and stock record clerk”, who
was claiming equal pay with Mr Prigg,
the “trade counter clerk”. The
tribunal granted that they did “the
same work in taking orders and ^
making out the slip which goes
through for pricing and delivery
arrangements”, and that both dealt
with orders by phone and cash sales
to some customers.
Mr Prigg, however, had the edge on
Mrs Morland because he had “consid
erable technical knowledge” (gained
in the course of his employment)
“in dealing with cables”. Mrs Mor
land said she had a similar sort of
knowledge about the domestic side
of the business. But the tribunal
ruled: “We think there is a distinct
ion to be drawn between what can be
called real technical knowledge and
the knowledge which merely related
to the things which are being dealt
with ...” and dismissed her claim.
Anna Coote noted that “the records
are a fine testimony to employers’
determination to avoid the impact of
the new law.” A case in which six
waitresses on 85p per hour, sought
the 971/2P rate of the only male waiter,
graphically illustrates this. His
employers elevated him to “Banquet
ing Supervisor”. The tribunal noted
that this had been done to avoid
equal pay, but decided the company
had not acted illegally. It awarded
the waitresses 1 2 V2p per hour for
every hour worked before the waiter
was elevated in status, but from the
date he received his new title the
women’s pay fell to the original rate
as then only women were doing the
job.
It seems that in Britain women are
also being denied equal pay for very
similar work where the work men are
doing is heavier “more dangerous or
dirtier” than done by the women.
For example, women packing pot-

atoes in 51b bags are not doing
“broadly similar” work to men
packing larger amounts. A woman
curtain cutter working is not doing
“broadly similar” work to a male
blind cutter in the same firm because
“cutting blinds, although not necess
arily more difficult... is a heavier
and generally bigger operation.”
But a case, in which a woman was
doing heavier work than men in the
same job, failed, because the men
spent some of their time “on a spot
of clerking”. The woman involved,
Yvonne Wilson, had this to say: “If
it was the other way round and we
were doing the clerical work they’d
say the men should have more money
because they were doing heavier
work.”
Women cleaners were refused equal
pay in one company because the men
climbed ladders to clean some of
the time while the women were prev
ented from doing so by the company.
Female lavatories cleaners were not
entitled to the same pay rate as male
ones because men have urinals and also
because men wear gumboots.
These British reports once again
strengthen the belief that legislation
alone will not provide magic answers.
Many people in New Zealand believe
that when New Zealand takes its final
step towards getting equal pay all the
iniquities and anomalies will disappear.
The British experience shows that
they will not and that employers will
resist just changes where it will cost
them money and that the machinery
set up to deal with the workings of
such a reform will be inadequate and
abused.
One thing that struck me on reading
the “ Observer” article was the enor
mous differences in pay rates justified
on the sort of slim grounds detailed
above. Mrs Morland, for example,
earned 154 pounds less per year than
Mr Prigg. The women cleaners who
weren’t allowed to climb ladders
earned 55p per hour while their ladder
climbing male counterparts earned
75p. This is patently unjust and
unsupportable but capitalists see
nothing wrong with it.
Sandra Coney

Dealing with sexism
at law school
Women at Auckland University law school have been
trying to cope with the problems of discrimination in
their faculty. A student reports on progress.
Following a recent article in
Broadsheet about women at
Law School, a group of women
at Auckland University Law
School held a meeting to con
sider issues raised in that article
and their own reactions to being
female in a male establishment.
The result so far has been the
election of a four member
women’s sub-committee of the
Law Students’ Society (by way
of “legitimate” access through
accepted institutions), and the
creation of an informal women’s
collective which meets about
once a week.

The whole process has been illumin
ating to say the least. By no means
ill the women at the Law School

are feminists. Some are violently
opposed, many are apathetic, and
others are at varying stages of con
sciousness and commitment. We
heard women suggesting that surely
all we want from Law School is to
be accepted on the same terms as
men, and we have no right either to
expect consideration for any special
needs we claim or to expect an alter
ation in traditional attitudes to women.
There was also some confusion about
the proposed role of the women’s
sub-committee. Both women and
men argued that law students have a
body of representatives elected
to work for all students and not just
for “a minority”. But the numbers
of female students in Law School
are increasing rapidly, women now
constitute about one third of the
total enrolment, and nearly half of

Cheap travel available for Broadsheet readers
Sally Mills is able to arrange
+ Cheap air fares to Europe
+ Working holidays in Britain
+ Best value holidays to perhaps
Bali, the Far East, Hawaii, Mexico, many more suggestions
+ Overland travel via Asia, Africa, South America, Trans Siberia, etc.
+ Special group airfares and arrangements to feminist conventions
+ In fact any of your travel requirements

Why Pay More ? Phone Trend Travel, Auckland 378-154 or 74-770
ext 562 or call at the office:
Hotel Intercontinental,
Waterloo Quadrant
or write to : C.P.O. Box 1916 Auckland
Tell us that you are a Broadsheet reader
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the 1976 first year intake, which
makes a pretty substantial minority.
Furthermore, it has always been my
impression that the men at Law
School themselves represent a very
small social and educational elite and
are in no position to condemn any
other group to political obscurity on
the grounds of numerical insufficiency.
Another issue the women’s meeting
had to consider was whether a formal
officially constituted sub-committee
was the most effective way to
achieve recognition or the improve
ment of our status. Some of us have
very little faith in “democratic”
institutionalised avenues of reform.
To constitute a committee serves
often in effect to difuse the power of
a collective consciousness - once the
“representative” organ is there you
speak and are heard through it or

not at all. Our final decision to set
up both a Women’s collective and a
Law Students’ Society sub-committee
reflects a general air of compromise,
but also enables a maximisation of
opportunities and energies.

In the week following the women’s
meeting, a full meeting of the Law
Students’ Society elected the women’s
sub-committee - i.e. both men and
women voted. This was clearly
ridiculous, but most women felt that
the major aim at this early stage is
simply to get the committee set up
and working. Under the present
Law Students’ Society constitution
there are only two ways to establish
a sub-committee: - either the com
mittee of the Society (elected
annually) can co-opt members with
out consulting the student body

Talking about abortion
What went on at the National Abortion Conference
held on July 31-August 1 in Auckland. CHRISTINE
DANN reports.
The conference was well-attended,
with 170 women registered for both
days and many more attending what
they could. Saturday was largely
devoted to informative speeches,
beginning with Barbara Morris out
lining procedures at the Auckland
Medical Aid Trust Hospital (as it is
now called). She was followed by
Andree Levesque, who gave an out
line of the history of abortion in New
Zealand. Her research showed that
illegal abortion has always been com
mon in New Zealand (see her article
in next issue of “Broadsheet” for
details). Raewyn Stone supplement
ed Andree’s information with an
account of the political manoevres
surrounding abortion in New Zealand.
She showed that the number of legal
abortions performed in public hosp
itals increased during the sixties and
early seventies (possibly influenced
by the liberalised laws in the U.K.
and U.S.A.). However, it was not
until the Auckland Medical Aid
Centre opened in 1973 that politic
ians (and the police) began to take
an active interest in the abortion
laws. Sarah Calvert concluded the

morning session with a discussion of
the drawbacks of present contra
ceptive methods, most of which you
can read in her “Broadsheet” articles.
In the afternoon there were reports
from the different abortion action
groups, followed by workshops.
Sunday morning’s session with
M.P.s Marilyn Waring and Whetu
Tirikatene-Sullivan was popular.
Marilyn believes that the New Zealand
abortion law should be changed to
bring it in line with the more liberal
laws in the U.K., U.S.A. and elsewhere.
She gave an outline of events in
Parliament from the introduction of
the Wall Bill and commented that
there is only one previous precedent
for introducing legislation while a
Royal Commission report on the sub
ject is awaited. Marilyn and Dr.
Shearer (M.P. for Hamilton East) have
conducted surveys of General Practit
ioners in their electorates and have
found that many of them have referred
women to the Trust hospital. 37% of
the Raglan G.P.s had referred patients
to the hospital for termination who

(an option the present chairman
considered too radical for such a
“controversial” proposition'), or the
student body meets, as it did in this
case to elect members. Under this
system normal voting rules apply no-one can be denied voting rights.
The obvious danger to feminists is .
that men can put up their own
candidates, anti-feminist women,
who could undermine the original
ideal. If the women’s sub-committee
is to have any permanent basis we
need a constitutional amendment to
allow only women to vote for it.
In the meantime we have a “repres
entative” voice within the officially
recognised structures, and a Collective
to support women who have been
feeling isolated and confused by the
sexist bias of the Law School and the
legal profession.
had not had an abortion. Marilyn
sees this as evidence that there is no
“abortion on demand” situation in
New Zealand, as the Minister of
Health claims.
Whetu was less fiery and perhaps too
“liberal” for some. She did, however,
make the point (which anti-abortion
ists find so hard to appreciate) that
the fundamental question is not
whether abortion is good or bad.
Abortion is a fact of life. It is a
question of what circumstances soc
iety will accept when a woman
wants an abortion.
The conference then discussed a set
of proposals which had been suggested
by the Wellington Committee of the
National Women’s Abortion Confer
ence and amended in the workshops.
The first proposal said that a united
campaign around the repeal of the
abortion laws and a woman’s right
to choose be continued. This was
amended to institute WONAAC as
the organisation which would serve
as an “umbrella” for this campaign.
This proposal caused some contro
versy, as obviously the ALRANZ
women present could not give
official ALRANZ support to the
proposal. Nor did some of them
want to give personal support. Thus
some potential supporters for the
immediate pro-abortion fight were
lost, although the majority of the
women at the conference, who
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Marilyn Waring speaking at the National Abortion Conference.
170 women attended the Conference, including Christine Dann on
the right, the writer of this report.

were in favour of repeal, did not
seem to mind this. Now that the
campaign is to be organised by
WONAAC, however, which has the
stated aim of repeal, it seems unlikely
that less radical women will join in.
In this sense the conference did not
unite all women who oppose anti

abortion laws as it might have done.
The second and third proposals,
which were to organise national
actions around the repeal of the
abortion laws and a woman’s right
to choose on September 17 to mark
Women’s Suffrage Day on Septem

ber 19 and to initiate broad ad hoc
committees to take emergency
action against “Gill’s Bill”, were less
controversial. As WONAAC was
instituted the “umbrella group”
presumably it now has the respons
ibility of initiating the action groups.
It will have to move fast.

Where to see the Broadsheet photographic
Exhibition

Make sure you don’t miss the opportunity to see the latest in work
being done by New Zealand women photographers.

See inside front cover for details of the Auckland opening of this exhibition.
Broadsheet has so far arranged for the photo exhibition to be shown in the
following places :
Auckland - Broadsheet office, 65 Victoria St West, City,
Mo iday September 20 - Friday 24 : 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 : 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Auckland Public Library Exhibition area Monday 27 September - October 14.
Wellington - from October 18 - November 12. Venue yet to be finalised - see
October Broadsheet.
Christchurch- Town Hall, November 22 - December 17
Dunedin - The foyer of the Regent Theatre in the Octagon, January 17 February 4.
Hamilton - Exhibition area, Hamilton Public Library, Barton St, February
14 - March 11.
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A feminist diary for 1977, produced by
the Dunedin Collective for Woman,
published by Mclndoe’s. See October
Broadsheet for further information.

The myths and
the reality
Brief report on
Auckland NOW’s Rape
seminar

Speakers at the NOW seminar on
rape neld in the Auckland Trades
Hall held both reactionary ana
progressive attitudes towards
rape.

Zeta Anich (left) talks about the
rape crisis centre at NOW’s rape
seminar. NOW President
Shirley Andrews on the right.
Photo: Sandra Coney

David Lange stated that the law on
rape is not designed to punish the
rapist but to discourage others from
performing the act. This results in
lengthy court proceedings. The whole
of society’s attitudes towards women,
their sexuality and towards men and
their sexuality become a part of the
trial. Most juries are heavily maledominated and female representation
is low, partly because women can
elect to be exempted from jury service
and partly because lawyers try to keep
women off juries because they think
they will feel superior to the complain
ant and will put her down. He saw the
need for a new class of aggravated
assault The lesser penalties for this
would ensure more convictions and act
more as a deterrent.

RBIPROGRESSIVE

BOOK

21 Elliott Street

Snr Sergeant Haward began her talk
by telling the audience that women
put themselves on sale as rape victims
when they walked the streets unguard
ed. She stated that V2 of rape accusa
tions were judged by the police to be
false. Often the rape could not be
proven because the woman did not
report it for several weeks. Her view
was that the onus was on the woman
to prevent the rape. She used a jarring
simile of a colour television; neither
should be left on the street as property
to be taken, both should be kept under
lock and key.
Dr Alison Copeland described how an
injured rape victim arriving at hospital
would be examined and counseled.
She suggested that rape was an act of
violence and sex was the weapon;
therefore women should be treated as
damaged not sexually assaulted.
Counselling should include the morn
ing-after-pill, treatment for venereal
disease and pyschological counselling.
She didn’t think the Police were the
best people to be questioning a woman
after such an experience; she preferred
trained counsellors or psychologists as
rape is an attack on your person and
integrity and counselling should take
time.
Zeta Anich spoke for the Rape Crisis
Centre and described what she saw as
two kinds of rapists: those who have
Continued on page 40
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Books just arrived from Feminist Press

The Convention book has now
been published.

Life in the Iron Mills - Rebecca Harding Davis $3.30
Daughter o f Earth - Agnes Smedley $4.70
The Yellow Wallpaper - Charlotte Perkins Gilman $1.80
1892 masterpiece - the intensely personal experience of
a woman's descent into madness as the only escape
from a patronising husband and world.
The Revolt o f Mother and other Stories Mary E. Wilkins Freeman $4.15
Her world is one in which women work together, feed,
clothe, fight with and love and com fort each other as
they so often do in real life - as they are so seldom
seen doing in fiction.

- fully illustrated A well documented record o f the 1975
Convention in Wellington.
Edited by Phoebe Meikle,
designed by Vanya Lowry.

$3.50 per copy (Cheque or

Children
I'm like Me - Siv Widberg $2.70.
Poems fo r people who want to grow up equal.
ABC Workbook - $2.70 - a delightful non-sexist romp
through the alphabet.

money order payable to
“ United Women’s Convention’’)
F or y o u r c o p y w rite to

New picture Puffin due late August - The Man whose Mother
was a Pirate - Margaret Mahy $1.55

UW C ’7 5, B ox 1 7 0 8 0 , W e llin g to n .

If ordering by mail please add ten cents per item for postage.
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JUNE 10 The Minister of Social

Welfare said yesterday that 391 Bene
fits had been cancelled, 317 surrender
ed voluntarily and 77 withdrawn as a
result of departmental inquiries.
Mr Walker said many reports made to
the department about people drawing
the domestic purposes benefit unlaw
fully had come from parents indignant
about their sons and daughters in de
facto relationships. Not all those
complaints were justified, but most
were, said Mr. Walker.
JULY 2nd A support service for
Auckland rape victims opened in the
city last night. Called the Rape Crisis
Centre it is situated at the Women’s
Centre, 125 Ponsonby Road.
JULY 6th Equal pay legislation is
a farce and the welfare state a shabby
confidence trick, claims Auckland
political scientist Dr. Ruth Butterworth. Addressing the Auckland
branch of the N.Z. Institute of Print
ing last night, Dr. Butterworth said
that even after the first two steps of
equal pay legislation had come into
force, women in the non-governmental
sector were still lagging well behind
men wage-earners.
“This graphically illustrates the fact
that women are confined to the lowest
category of jobs and earnings” she
said, “and that opportunities to
increase their earnings are still absent.”
She also criticised the welfare state for
deifying the ideal of “the family”
when, in fact, it did not exist.
JULY 10 Some NAC pilots are
already complaining of future problems
if women are accepted as pilots by the
Corporation. “What happens if an
emotional involvement develops
between a man and a woman (on the
flight deck)., says one. At the moment
psychological screening is going on. Not
only are the prospective applicants
examined by a professional psychologist,
but they are also watched very closely
for personality traits by the (all male)
three selectors, themselves pilots.

JULY 12 Four separate opinion polls

in the past year showed a clear desire b\

a majority of New Zealanders, including
doctors, for more accessible abortion,
according to the Abortion Law Reform
Association. The association is to
distribute summaries of the polls, and
submissions on abortion law reform,
to parliamentarians this week.
JULY 13 The main concern of
legislation establishing a human rights
commission will be to provide a remedy
for people who have suffered discrim
ination on the grounds of sex, race,
colour or religion, according to the
Minister of Justice, Mr. Thompson.
JULY 23 Therapeutic abortion is
legal if performed by a doctor “to
preserve the mother from a real or
substantial risk of serious harm to her
mental or physical health,” the Court
of Appeal has ruled. Doctors could now
be very sure on what the law was, said
Dr. James Woolnough, commenting last
night on the decision which upheld the
dismissal of abortion charges against
him. “It is up to each doctor to
determine in each case before him how
the view applies,” he said. There were
three grounds on which abortions could
now be performed - serious danger to
life, danger to physical health, and
danger to mental health.

JULY 24 The Council for the

Single Mother and Her Child laid a
white wreath on the steps of the

Pro-abortionists
joined in a rally
at the opening
of Parliament
on 23rd June.

Photo:
Sharyn Black
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Social Welfare Department in Auck
land yesterday “to mourn the passing
of social welfare in New Zealand”.
They were protesting at statements
made by the Minister of Social Welfare,
Mr Walker that “the ready availability
of the domestic purposes benefit
facilitates marriage breakdowns, and
encourages mothers of children born
out of wedlock to keep their children,
often to the detriment of the babies”.
Some kind of change could be on the
way through, regarding the Benefit
said Mr. Walker.
JULY 27 The National Airways
Corporation has rejected application
from two women to become trainee
pilots. The airline’s general manager
said yesterday, the sex of the
applicants had not influenced the
decision.
JULY 31 The Government is to
introduce legislation on therapeutic
abortion because of deficiencies in the
Hospitals Amendment Act passed by
Parliament last, the Minister of Health,
Mr Gill, said yesterday.
AUGUST 4 The Minister of Health,
Mr. Gill, was yesterday presented with
a petition containing the signatures of
730 doctors who agreed that the
Auckland Medical Aid Centre provides
a satisfactory service and should be
left to continue this service.

Mrs Vera Ellis-Crowther has taken to her bed. CAMILLE GUY
visited her at her Auckland home and talked about her many
years as a midwife in Auckland, amongst other things.

U(;Ive enjoyed my life...

Photo: Camille Guy

your own way. I’ve often longed for advice and some
sort o f direction from her.’

Seventy-nine year old retired midwife Vera Jane
Ellis-Crowther has taken to her bed.
‘Shakespeare says we ripe and ripe and ripe and
then we rot and rot and rot. I ’m on the rot. I ’m
old. I ’m weary.’

And Mrs Ellis-Crowther lives in a cheerful muddle of
hoarded papers and procrastination and undies drying in
the bathroom. No formica. Her living room has hessian
curtains and a tapa cloth screen and a whole wall of
1930’s books: political books (Chinese woman speaks,
Trotsky by Stalin, John A. Lee) and nursing books,
poetry, Huxley and Simone de Beauvoir.

Visitors, including myself from Broadsheet, flow
through her Glen Eden house paying court to
Mrs Ellis-Crowther, who lies in her bed in hand
embroidered Chinese nightie.

Her friend Renee Shadbolt (who nursed in Spain during
the Civil War, they whisper to me) is bustling around,
more o f the genuine nurse article, fingers always busy
and tongue too. Renee and Vera met on a trip to China
and they’re mates: two old leftie nurses. Renee made us
China tea and Mrs Ellis-Crowther reminisced fo r me.
She told me first about her early days in England in the

I was slightly apprehensive about visiting a retired
nurse, expecting asepsis and bullying no-nonsense
efficiency. But Mrs Ellis-Crowther bullies less than
anyone I ’ve ever met. A former patient later told me
‘Mrs Ellis never, ever,.ever offers advice, not in any way.
She always lets you make your own decisions and go

...hard as its been
m

20’s. One strong memory is o f six months spent with a
minister uncle.
‘ He cured me o f religion. We lived in a comfortable fivestoryed house in the East End o f London. He was a Scot and
very narrow minded. Sometimes I used to throw money
out the window to beggars playing instruments: one
man bands with cymbals on their heels. To my uncle they
were evil wicked creatures. On Sundays we used to walk
through some o f the markets like Petticoat Lane. We
were made to walk in fro n t o f him and he held an
umbrella which he poked us with if we turned our heads
to look at the stalls.’ Later Vera returned to Liverpool
and at 25 she met her first husband Harry.
'M y husband’s father was editor o f a Labour Party
newspaper. I was interested in Left views though my own
father was a confirmed Tory. It was a kind o f romant
icism I think. I used to wander round the slum parts o f
Liverpool (which were plentiful) just looking and weav
ing stories about the people. I used to go to meetings but
never took any active part. I was very interested in the
Suffragettes and what they stood for, although I
disapproved o f their behaviour - I thought they were
wild women - but I was just a b it late.’
'We’d only just got the vote but we couldn’t vote until
we were th irty. My husband dressed me up to look
older. He was theatrically inclined. I got into a polling
booth and registered a vote fo r the first Labour
government in England. I was only vaguely political
though - the indignation you feel about injustices. I met
my husband at a literary club that had advertised an
inaugural meeting in the papers. I met quite a few
interesting people through that - mostly left inclined. I
think all people who think about these things are.’
‘We came to New Zealand Christmas 1924. It was
depression time. You could only get to New Zealand by
going on the land so we went farming. Harry travelled
round Waikato in a horse and trap testing cows and I
lived in a little factory house at Te Aroha West. I was a
good deal alone. He made friends among the people he
visited and sometimes they’d invite me to stay. We met
Leo Fowler there. He has written novels and plays and
has a book shop in Great South Road. He called on us.
He was a reporter and salesman for Te Aroha News.
We clicked. He and I are still great friends.’
‘ I had my daughter in 1929 when I was 32. I ’d been
married for six years. We were very wise contraceptionally because my husband was a chemist. We decided we
ought to have a child. I don’t think anything much o f
big families - I came from one - but I think i t ’s
necessary fo r that part o f your fu lfilm e n t to have a
child. I think one should have a child if possible, for
the experience.’

‘ Finally we moved onto the land and did all the things you
do on a new farm. We bought the herd we’d share
milked, and we culled these to take the best up. to the
new place.’
‘My husband was killed in an accident. In 1932 I think
He was taking a load o f potatoes in a truck.’

«

My husband was always an optim ist. He never worried
about going into debt. We had plunged into this, borrow
ing money and form ing a company with a Mr Pacey. We
called ourselves Crowther and Crowther.’
I carried on fo r a couple o f years but then came up here
(to Glen Eden) and found this place. This was a th irty
acre orchard when I bought it.’
‘I decided I ’d take up nursing and went o ff to St Helens
and did maternity and m idw ifery.’
Tell her what you said to the m atron,’ Renee interrupted.

'We decided to go sharemilking. We went on to the
farm o f an old couple at Warongomai (out o f Te Aroha).
We bought 300 acres at Maramarua. I stayed on my own
sharemilking for 18 months while my husband went o ff
to break in the land. He lived in a sack hut while our

at times'

house was being b u ilt.’

‘The matron said to me 'Y o u ’ll find the swot d iffic u lt.’ I
said ‘Oh no, I don’t think so’.’
‘ Leo Fowler took over this place while I was doing my
training. He thought he’d make his fortune but there
was a disastrous storm that ruined him and his apples.’

Continued on page 25
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Ho Xuan Huong
FREDA COOK writes about a pioneer
of women’s liberation in Vietnam.
n the late ’60s I lived in Ho Xuan Huong Street in Hanoi, and
was told that the name o f the remakable 18th century poetess
after whom my road was called, was well-known as a progress
ive force even after all the tremendous changes which the mid20th century had brought to North Vietnamese society.
Her verses are still quoted, although the language she used was
at times critisised as “ obscene, lustful and pornographic” , but
this was her weapon against the Establishment, against the
current conception o f God, the King, high officials, above all
against male supposed superiority. She intended to pillory
all that was corrupt and chauvinistic in the feudal system,
and in no way fe lt herself bound by conventional manners.
She indignantly repudiated the assumption that men were
entitled to be polygamous, using women fo r their pleasure
only. She rejected the belief that if a woman bore a son she
counted as “ honoured mother” , while the mother o f ten girls
didn’t have a place in society. She defended unmarried mothers,
and expressed her sympathy with concubines who “ lie uncover
ed” on their beds, while the wife has a “ woollen blanket” .
She ridiculed Confucianism and Taoism, and despised the monks, the
“ boneheads” (shaven skulls) offering sticky rice to Buddha, while they
grew fa t on public offerings. “ How unjust and unwise you are, old
God” , she wrote defiantly.
She was born into an intellectual fam ily, her parents being free thinkers,
and interested in her education. As a worker’s child in those days, she would
have had no chance o f becoming literate, whereas her mother taught her to
read and write the characters, (similar to Chinese, which preceded the use
o f the alphabet in Vietnam)»and she went to school and indulged her taste
fo r making up verses continually. She married twice as “ second w ife” and
experienced the hum iliation o f that position, but being widowed was left
enough money to lead an extremely independent life. Her friends were
scholars, poets, mandarins, who came to her tea shop and salon, to cap
her verses and share in her zest for life and activity.
Other women wrote elegant conventional poems; she wrote to shock.
“ If you don’t touch the den o f the tiger,” she asked, “ how can you
have tiger cubs ?”
She deeply resented the feudal conventions which presented girls
with such versifications as :
“ when a husband gets angry,
The wife had better speak to him in a low and sweet voice:
‘Oh, my dear, would you tell me the cause o f your anger,
If you want a concubine, I ’ll go and get you one ! ’
In Vietnamese history there are many outstanding women, who
played leading parts in for instance, resisting invading forces,
but Ho Xuan Huong was the first socially emancipated woman,
who undisguisedly used all her tigerish gifts o f expression to
expose the corrupt nature o f current sex and class relation
ships. She was a m ilitant revolutionary in her own field,
unfettered by any conventions, and it still seems a miracle
that she got away with it !
Women, o f course, did not like her. All her friends were
gifted men, who could themselves see the injustice of
society and like Ho Auan Huong, see the pathos as well as
the humour o f a woman’s protest: “ Just at the moment when
the fire is o ut/ Just at the moment when the rice is boiling/ Just at
the moment when the pigs are snorting fo r fodder/ Just at the moment
when the baby is wailing/ My husband urges me to bed ! ” She was undoubtedly a pioneer breaking w ithout hesitation,
the fetters which confined her sisters and still often did even a century and more later. It was only after 1954, that
North Vietnamese legislation insisted on womens’ equal rights in marriage and in work. Even as late as 1960, when I
first went to Hanoi to teach English, I was urged by the authorities at the University to do everything possible to
insist that any girls coming to mixed classes speak up in discussions and answer questions freely in the presence o f
youths. This was no easy matter at times but they understood in the end that as members of the new society they
must play a proud and equal part. No wonder Ho Xuan Huong is remembered, even if her verses are considered
unauotable !
_________________________ _
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Auckland s Halfway House offers support to women attempting to
escape intolerable domestic situations. Here, women who work at the
house, write about what they are trying to achieve, and about two
^/vomen who have been through the house.

Halfw ay House
a self help refuge
for women
There are no official statistics kept on the
incidence of marital violence against women,
partly because most of it is not reported and
partly because those who do notice it - GP’s and
the police - do not keep records.

running a household o f between 5 and 7 adults and 15 21 children and so registered as an incorporated society
to avoid any huge financial liability falling on any one
individual or group. Incorporation, or fittin g into the
system, had its problems as the act is not designed to
cope with the registration o f feminist collectives who do
not have presidents, secretaries, chairpeople etc. How
ever, we managed to convince the bureaucrats involved
that we could be seen to fit, w ithout having to alter our
structure at all. Government departments, local bodies,
business houses and the media frequently have d iffic u lty
dealing with our alternative structure especially in
relating to a different person each time there is some
thing to discuss about Halfway House. As there is no
person who has “ final a uth ority” at the House these
people lacked the security o f knowing that they were
dealing with the “ real” power.

The Halfway House Group in Auckland, a project
of women’s liberation is, therefore, not the first
group to know about marital violence against
women, but it is the first group to try and deal
with the “ problem” .
Halfway House is a self-help refuge for women who have
decided to leave their violent marriages and try to form a
new life for themselves. Halfway House aims to encourage
the development o f a feminist awareness amongst the
women who come to the house and also seeks to expose
to the general public, legislators, and the judiciary the
extent o f physical and mental cruelty to women by their
husbands.

While we worked to find a suitable house, we also
completed a resource file o f sympathetic doctors and
lawyers. Later we were able to make a list o f those
lawyers who failed to tell women o f their full legal
rights, or who were insensitive to women.

Beginnings
The first meeting o f the Halfway House group was held
in January, 1975, by a small group o f women who had
been interested in women’s liberation in the past, but
had found that endless discussions and theory meetings
did not satisfy their need to further expand their
feminist awareness. Meetings were held weekly up till
October 1975 when Halfway House accepted its first
resident - a woman who had left a terribly violent
marriage with her three children.

How the house runs itself
Halfway House is rostered in 4-hourly periods, 24 hours
a day. Ideally, each roster period is taken by 2 feminists.
No one person "runs” the house. We do not have a
matron or paid person as this would provide a dependency
figure and discourage women from finding solutions for
their own problems and thus become independent.
Many emergency housing” organisations with matrons
find that women return to them unable to live w ithout
someone to lean on. We also wanted to avoid any one
person becoming more powerful because she had greater
time involvement and fam iliarity. After each roster
period details o f what has happened are written up thus
ensuring continuity.

During this time we developed an organisation that
would best serve the needs o f the group. A co-ordinating
committee was formed to carry out the daily business
and to report weekly to the group. The main tasks during
this time were to solicit finance to run the house and to
find a house from which to operate.

One of the purposes o f Halfway House is to learn how
the system works, and to share our accumulated know-

We realised the large amount o f money involved in
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ledge with women leaving marriages and needing to
know how to confront the confusing webs o f bureaucracy
now facing her. We share knowledge about how to get
separation orders, maintenance orders, custody orders,
non-molestation orders, domestic purposes benefit
(DPB) etc. We have discovered that although most
lawyers say it will take weeks to get a non-molestation
order, they can be obtained within twenty-four hours.
The House is not “ run” by the roster women; it is a
communal support group. Resident women are encour
aged to fu lly participate in the weekly meetings and to
join the roster. We have meetings held away from Half
way House at which new women can learn about the
house and decide whether they would like to join the
roster. We also have continuing discussion and
consciousness-raising groups for all o f us. By working
and living together at Halfway House we have been able
to forge a solid bond between women who were pre
viously isolated from each other in individual homes.
However we know how important it is to work to
establish a society in which Halfway Houses w ill not be
needed; a society in which women will not be victims of
male hate, fear and aggression and will be able to move
freely in society. To do this we have to inform people
that married women are being violated by men. When we
first proposed establishing Halfway House, many people
did not believe that there was any need for such a place
in New Zealand - “ it could not happen in New Zealand” .
However, except fo r a short period at Christmas 1975,
Halfway House has been fu ll since we opened. Despite
some recent publicity about violence to women the
extent o f that violence in New Zealand is not known.
We have to make known what we have learned at Half
way House.
A research project has been set up at the house which
enables us to compile data on violence against our
residents and which we intend to use in making
submissions to government to persuade them to fund
Halfway Houses throughout New Zealand. Government
departments - the social welfare department and the
police in particular - daily see battered wives but these
agencies deal with the problem by palming these women
o ff onto any voluntary organisations who offer make
shift help. In this way, for years the suffering,
injustice, violence and poverty o f women’s lives have
been kept hidden. Social workers, in particular, should
have been lobbying their own departments fo r finance
to establish Halfway Houses for the women they come
into contact with. In order to make the point that the
system should take responsibility for funding Halfway
Houses, we do not take referrals from government
departments although we do keep a list of all the calls
we get in an e ffort to point out the extent of this
violence.
We are not an “ emergency shelter” where women can
hide while their men calm down. This is a social welfare
concept providing a patch-up service which helps the
system to continue oppressing women. Halfway House
is a self-help refuge where women who have decided to
leave a violent situation can find time, space and support
with which to more confidently shape their new lives.

Increasing the options for women
Women in this society are continually given messages
telling us that to be “ normal” we should be married and
be a wife and mother. It is d iffic u lt to come to see one
self as a woman alone, or with other women and many
women find it easier to go back to violent men rather
than struggle with the odds society places against us. In
our monogamous, heterosexual, coupled society, people
may be friendly but they do not really reach out o f their
own nuclear family. The concerns of house, husband,
wife, children are not able to include others or be
included in other people’s lives.
Many women are coming together to live in groups, and
women leaving Halfway House can make this choice.
But the system does not want women to live with other
women. Heterosexual marriage is the only institution
that is seen as functional in a capitalist society. Thus the
system punishes women who escape dependence on a
male, and rely, through a Domestic Purposes Benefit
(DPB) on the state. If two or more women on DPB live
in the same house the benefits o f all but one are reduced.
And if a woman on DPB does consider a relationship
with a man, Muldoon’s henchmen will soon be breathing
down her neck, demanding that in return for an
emotional relationship she enters an economically
dependent relationship with him too (see Broadsheet
No 39 p 14). For a woman living alone part-time work is
almost impossible to find. Often she does not have the
skills required for well-paid jobs, let alone the confidence
after a number o f years at home, to seek employment.
This makes it d iffic u lt for a woman leaving Halfway
House to form a new life on her own. Society does not
want her to. Halfway House has found that it has not
had enough roster women to provide the necessary
energy and support for each woman in addition to the
other work o f the House.
For this reason Halfway House is in danger o f becoming
what it has most tried to avoid, simply a place o f
emergency accommodation and part o f the very system
we are trying to change.

Where to now?
We intend to publish a booklet on woman and violence
in New Zealand, and this year will engage in political
lobbying to obtain increased awareness o f the need for,
initially, more Halfway Houses; we will want to influence
the myriad groups establishing emergency shelters to
operate on a “ self-help” model according to feminist
principles and perhaps we should lobby for a Royal
Commission o f Marital Violence as a means o f bringing
this violent behaviour to public attention.
We estimate that in 9 out o f 10 marriages the husband
has physically assaulted his wife at least once. Since we
can expect the greatest resistence from those for whom
the question is getting a little too hot, it will be interest
ing to watch the reactions o f our politicians to any
approach Halfway House may make.
\

ju lic Thompson
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Two women

susceptible to undue stress. But her husband wanted
more sons than the one he had and ripped up her pill
prescription saying only evil women took them.

MARIA:
Maria was referred to us by a religious group
of social workers. We usually don’t accept
referrals, particularly from State institutions
preferring that the woman contact us herself
having made a conscious decision to leave and
begin again. We hoped in the beginning that
this would bring to us women who had some
glimmerings of feminist consciousness rather
than women who were still accepting being
thrown around by authoritarian (male)
structures. This hope of ours has not been
realised. It seems that feminism is a luxury
and for those of us who
have the education, sec
urity and time for it.

Women who come
through Halfway House
are usually exhausted
by the time they get to
us. Their immediate
problems - children,
money, living closely
with other women and
children in cramped
conditions, mean that
the feminist ideas put
forward by us seem
more irritating and irrel
evant to them than a
hand to wash the nappies.
Also the criticism
implied makes a lot of
women, who are con
stantly trying to live up
to someone else’s ideal,
resistant to our ideas.

..............
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came out of hospital she moved into a room with her
elder daughter and began to lock the door at night.
A t around this time the husband bought a small farm
about 30 miles out o f Auckland and moved the family
out to it. The house had been empty for some time,
was very dirty - no floor coverings, no curtains. The
stove was very old and the hot water worked sporad
ically. Maria asked for a washing machine and he told
her “ You are young, you can do the w ork” . A t this
time she had twin babies, an eighteen-month-old,
and a three-year-old, plus her husband’s mother was
confined to a wheelchair and whom Maria had to
bath. She also worked out
side with her husband a lot o
the time, coming in to cook
the evening meal. The child
ren were left in the house in
the care o f the grandmother
who could only watch them.
As a result o f this the fouryear-old twins are still not
fu lly toilet trained, and all
the children show signs o f
chronic neglect .

Her husband showed no
affection to any o f the
children except the son,
whom he encouraged to illtreat and on several occa
sions to spit on, his mother
and sisters. The children
all behave extremely
violently towards one
another and Maria towards
the children.

Anyway, Maria.
By this time the relation
ship between Maria and h
husband had developed in
open warfare and she
called the police several
times in the next few yeai
e local constable would
0 ve her husband a talking
to and go back to the station. The final row was over
some clothes a friend o f Maria’s had brought over for
the children. He became enraged and wanted to burn
them and became uncontrollable. She rang the police
who said to bring the children down to the
station. Her friend was contacted and she and the
children went to stay there for a week; then they
came to us.

She emigrated from her
Southern European home
eight years ago. Her hus
band had been in N.Z.
nearly twenty years and
went back to get a wife,
chose Maria and after they
met several times they decided to marry. Both their
families were satisfied. He was forty, she was twentytwo. A fter a year o f passport arrangements he paid
her passage to N.Z. Maria said she felt soon after she
arrived that he was “ not as other men” . He had told
her that he owned a factory and two houses, but the
house he did own was very old and small and his bed
ridden mother ruled it. He did not own a factory
and she worked until two weeks before her first child
was born in a standing factory job in Symonds St.
After the birth of her second child she was advised by
her doctor not to have more children for a while
because her heart, which had a valve defect was
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Maria can speak very little English. All, the above we
discovered by talking for several hours with a woman
who interpreted for us. This is a classic and extreme
story o f oppression and Maria’s inability to communi

cate makes it almost hopeless.

ability and constantly made fun o f her efforts to
widen her experience by reading etc. He considered
himself to be some sort of jet-setter and sophisticate
and would point out Mary’s inadequacies to friends
he brought home for dinner. To the children he was
Father Christmas and Mary was the disciplinarian.

What we have managed to do, just by finding out the
truth, is to successfully counter an appeal for custody
by the father (using
as his solicitor!) and
be o f some help to her in her dealings with her
children, suggesting alternatives to slapping, showing
her how to use a washing machine and other applian
ces she has never used before. Her health is not good.
Her heart condition has been aggravated by the strain
of the marriage and the subsequent court appearances.

When the youngest child was four, Mary applied for
a job and travelled 30 miles to and from Auckland
each day - delivering her under-school-age child to a
day-care centre and arranging for her school-age children to go to a neighbour’s
s
until she came home. Her
v: .
husband constantly complain
ed about her working, said
she was neglecting the childen and generally nagged and
belittled her. She gave up the
___ ^
job under this pressure and
was by this time beginning to
question her sanity. She also
made an attempt to leave him
but could not survive with
the children in the city and
would have found it unbear
able w ithout them. Her
confidence was nearly gone
but she made another attempt
to get free. She applied for
another job and began going
through the same hassles with
her husband. This job however
was right for her. She quickly
became good at it, was pro
moted and although tired ajl
the time from fam ily
demands and the travelling,
began to rebuild her
strength and confidence.

She finds it hard to cope with
the children and the constant
work o f cooking, cleaning,
tidying. We know we will hav<
to give her indefinite support
when she leaves the House
just to keep the practical side
o f her life going. We know th
kids now and they are very
responsive to affection and
attention from us all.

Maria is not a Halfway House
success story. Many o f us
feel that she should never
have come to Halfway
House. I feel ambivalent
but we know her now and
some o f us arc committed
to seeing her and the child
ren through this time,
finding them a place o f their
own and hoping their lives
may become more bearable. ^

MARY:

f

Mary is a middle-class wo
man married to a well-paid
airline executive. There
was no obvious physical
violence involved. They
lived in a large house in the
10 acre belt, with every
mod-con imaginable. For
several years Mary lived in
this house with four child
ren and her home applianHcr husband was away very frequently and spent little
time with her or the children. They had no financial
problems and this nuclear family could have been seen
as the ideal telly-type house in the country - four
freckle-faced kids, every modern convenience, vivac
ious Mum and occasional Dad. However Mary was
beginning to feel like a prisoner in this big house and
was suffering from intense loneliness after several
years o f isolation in the country. Because her husband
was noi part of the local farming comm unity and she
had no car, she lacked ways o f meeting other people.
Her husband was always scathing of her intellectual
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} I « fT h e tension between she and
l l S her husband was so great that
she felt it was affecting,
the children. She talked to
them about leaving and the
three younger children dec
ided to go with her. She
had heard of Halfway
House through a Citizen’s
'*■
Advice Bureau and contact
ed us and arrived at the House. She was still a very
anxious, incredibly tense, unhappy person, but had
firm ly decided that what she wanted was for her and her
children to live somewhere where they could be relaxed
and happy and not have to suffer the continual tension
that existed whenever she and her husband were in the
same house.
\ ;
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She continued with her job, found a house and school
and a preschool for the youngest and left Halfway
House to go il alone. The next time we saw her wc
were delighted to see how relaxed and happy
looked.

she

She still gets lonely. She doesn’t have much time fo r much visiting and the people she knows at work
are mostly in couples so she doesn’t have much
social contact there. Single women in their thirties
who belong to the middle-class are fairly limited
socially, especially if they have children. They daren’t
go out alone because o f the physical danger; even to go
with a woman friend doesn’t prevent them being accost
ed, in a slightly less violent way by men in most public
places. For a woman living alone, finding a baby-sitter
is always a big problem. Most social situations are geared
to couples, or arranged so that prospective ‘halves’ o f a
couple can meet each other. There is this incredible
vacuum that occurs when a woman with children opts
out o f her nuclear fam ily, but isn’t ready to fling herself
into the unruly waves o f the women’s movement.

them from discovering the benefits o f living in groups.
The Social Welfare Department is also heavy about
women on benefits living together.
Halfway House is run as a communal house. Cooking is
shared, everyone eats together, everyone helps with the
housework. Although we hopêd this would introduce
the idea o f communal living to some people who had
never considered it, no woman who has been resident in
the house, that I know of, is living in a communal
situation.
We anticipated having ex-resident women come back to
meetings and on roster. A few did for a while and then
dropped out. There is one ex-resident woman now on
roster but, fo r the others, the physical difficulties and
the fact that many are still involved in financial problems
and wrangles with ex-partners over children and property
mean they are unable to give energy to anything else.
There may also be a certain amount o f reaction by
some women to the feminist nature o f Halfway House
which they perceive as radical and odd.

It seems they hang in space, feeling that if this is freedom
they’d rather have someone to fight with. I t ’s quite
understandable that 30% o f Halfway House women have
gone back into their intolerable situations when one
considers the total absence o f alternatives.
We encourage women to think o f living with other
women, but find that most women have been S9 well
indoctrinated in their isolation from, and mistrust of,
other women that this is very rarely thought o f as a
positive step. When we talk o f the advantages o f living
with other people, particularly women, i.e. help with
children, companionship, help with housework, slightly
more protection from invaders; women counter with
statements about two women in one kitchen and not
trusting anyone else with the children and the classic :
“ Women are bitchy and d iffic u lt to live w ith ” . These
male ideas do serve to keep women apart and prevent

We wanted the House to be a place women could come
to on their way to ‘out there’. Somewhere between the
devil and the deep blue sea or between half-life and selfactualization (still not w ithout pain). Somewhere they
could take a deep breath, find out techniques and
information necessary fo r survival, learn to trust other
women, reaffirm their strength and beauty, and go out
with a better chance o f survival than otherwise. It doesn’t
seem to happen very often but th a t’s what the House
means to me and I guess that’s why I ’m still there.
Jenny Miles

Courses of interest to women
Women's Studies

Trade Union Postal Education Service

Starts
Tutors
Place

A new course is about to be offered which is of
special interest to women.

Fee
Topics

-

Monday 20th September. 1-2.30 p.m.
Kaye Green, Margot Roth, Joan Simmons.
St. Aidens Church Hall.
$2.00 for 8 sessions.
1. Roots of Inequality
2. Liberty, Equality and Fraternity - The
beginning o f the women’s movement.
3. History o f N.Z. Women.
4. . N.Z. Women’s problems - work.
5. N.Z. Women’s problems - childcare.
6. Women in China and Russia.
7. Women in the Third World
8. A New Vision - ‘ Feminism’.

Content

Fee

- ‘The Working Woman’. - History, Problems
and Opportunities, consisting o f 5 study
books.
- 50 cents, if your or your spouse’s union is
affiliated to the W.E.A. - Trade Union
Postal Education Service.
- $2. 00, if your or your spouse’s union is not
affiliated to the W.E.A. - Trade Union
Postal Education Service.

To Enrol - Send to W.E.A. - Trade Union Postal
Education Service, 1a Ponsonby Rd,
Auckland.

To Enrol - Send to W.E.A. 1a Ponsonby Rd.,
Auckland.
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“I’ve enjoyed my life . . . ”
Continued from page 17

four but we never got round to it. I re-married but it
wasn’t as successful a marriage as my first one.’

‘A fter I finished training I b uilt the place next door as a
maternity hospital. I had to clear the mortgage on the
property and then raise $2400 to build that hospital. It
wasn’t b u ilt in time so I lived in a railway carriage and
had three or four patients there. In 1945 I had the first
patients in the hospital. In 1954 I sold the hospital, had
this house b u ilt and went back to m idw ifery.’

‘ I was always wary o f men because o f my disapproval o f
my father and his behaviour. I think I ’d be going the
way o f young people now and not marrying. Men can be
very demanding and seem to have accepted fo r so long
being the dominant sex that must be obeyed and waited
on. I t ’s been a good world fo r men, hasn’t it? The
Chinese men were sweet in this respect, the younger ones
especially.’

Mrs Ellis-Crowther continued delivering babies until just
a couple o f years ago, when she sold her gear to Sister
Donnelly. I asked whether she knew how many babies
she had delivered and why she took up midwifery.

‘Ours is a go-getting p ro fit making way o f life. We’re
going to have to serve one another, to serve the people as
Mao Tse Tung would say. When you’ve been to a place
like China you hope and pray it doesn’t change there,
but continues as it is, improving all the tim e.’

‘ I t ’s something over a thousand. Quite a few remain
friends. The people I visited yesterday. - I delivered four
o f their babies. They had bad times years ago and they
claim I gave them things. They’ve turned up o f late and
cart me o ff to their place. I t ’s lovely.’

Mrs Ellis-Crowther feels she hasn’t done all that she
talked about doing when she was younger.
‘ I ’ve been a member o f the Union o f New Zealand
Women for many years. I still go to meetings fo rt
nightly. When Earnest Davis was mayor o f Auckland I
remember going to see him as spokeswoman about pay
for unemployed women. I have been interested in
politics always, but I ’ve either been too busy with other
things or been too much o f a procrastinator to get on
with things I now regret not doing.’

‘ I ’ve always had this feeling for women. I have had a
chord o f sympathy for them as long as I can remember.
I disliked my father. He was a typical Victorian/Edwardian male dominant figure. He went his way and my
mother stayed home and had nine children. I got to
nearly hate him in my teens. A t the same time as a
normal heterosexual female I had my little love affairs.
But I had a feeling o f protection fo r my women friends.’
'You always feel terribly concerned and apprehensive
when delivering babies but when everything’s safely over
I don’t think there’s a greater th rill.’

‘ I ’d be the same now unless I got into a job where I
could do the thing I wanted to do and that would still be
writing. I used to live with an uncle I hated and the
worst thing I could say to him was ‘ I ’ll put you in a
book’. I used to be a copious letter writer and I ’ve
always kept diaries. In the past I wrote all sorts o f
emotional things. Now I write very terse comments and
factual things. I occasionally write a poem. I ’ve just
written one to Leo . O f course I regret not writing. I t ’s
a lot o f work. It would be the architecture o f a book
that would plague me. I went into nursing because I
felt humble about my abilities as a w riter.’

‘The most anxious part o f having a baby from my point
o f view is after the baby is born and before the birth o f
the placenta. I t ’s the fear o f haemorrhage.’
‘ Having babies at home is alright so long as the home is
reasonably convenient. You’ve got everything - there’s
hot water laid on. I t ’s much nicer fo r the patient. Those
who don’t want to have babies at home realise i t ’s not
going to be restful or i t ’s cluttered with children. It can
be the perfect atmosphere at home.’

‘I ’ve enjoyed my life, hard as i t ’s been at times. I would
like best o f all to believe in reincarnation. Y ou’ve got to
reconcile yourself to annihilation and being fragmented
to dust which I’ve found very hard to do since I became
atheist. I t ’s hard and I find it very sad. I hope I don’t
have to suffer too much discomfort and pain. ‘‘ Now
more than ever seems it rich to die, to cease upon the
midnight with no pain.” I even think o f euthanasia. I
remember the Eskimos. I work steadily on getting
everything in order, burning my rubbish and giving away
what possessions I have.’

‘Abortion is horrible but I ’m not against it. I think a
woman should have sovereignty over her own body. I
think many women don’t even desire the intercourse
that brings about the pregnancy.’
‘ I disapprove o f the pill. I t ’s such a hormonal disturb
ance. Having been successful myself with contraceptive
fittings (cervical cap) I favour them.’
Mrs Ellis-Crowther had only one child herself.
‘ I was the oldest o f nine. You get a bellyfull o f kids. I
had no wish fo r a baby at all at first. When I did it was
because I was very fond o f my husband and we thought
it our duty. I had mostly brothers. I had a thing against
boys very early on. They’re little devils and they were
always destroying some o f my precious collections o f
something or other. I had two sisters but both died in
infancy.’
‘ Later I thought about having more children. But being
able to choose, you tend to put it off. I was always
sorry - my first husband - I had an idea o f a fam ily o f

ur

■.

^ - ■■■— r —- - it - * *

mmmr

'

m

■» —^

Radical Feminist Caucus 1977
January 28 - 30 Christchurch.
Glentui Camp, register by October 31 to :
P.O. Box 21069, Edgcware, Christchurch.
Plan your Christmas holidays around this.
More details following in next Broadsheet.

National Radical Feminist Caucus
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FEM INISM /SOCIALISM
The second part of Fern Mercier’s feminist/socialist analysis
of society.

Political Power

The other kind o f power we need to understand is
political power. Our society is politically based and
the political power structure is separated from our
everyday lives and from the real interests o f the
people.
‘ The justification fo r our form o f government is
that it is representative and democratic. Yet if it
was representative we wouldn’t have the abortion laws
that we do, for public opinion polls show that most
voters favour reform o f the abortion laws. Abortion
law reformers are under-represented in Parliament, and
this example shows that the parliamentary system is
democratic only in the narrowest sense o f the word.
The three-yearly vote — the democratic exception
w ithin an autocratic system - doesn’t mean that we
tell the politicians what to do. It merely means that
we have some choice in who w ill tell us what to do.
............ By the nature o f the system individual voters
are passive, they are excluded from direct participation
in the system o f government, they are prevented by
law from finding out what happens in Cabinet
meetings or w ithin Government Departments, and they
are easily manipulated by organisations with an axe
to grind and money to spend. The voters are the
inert, malleable element in the political system and it
is sheer m ystification to suggest that they have any
direct effect on the active elements.” 4

The Public Service is one arm o f state authority which
as women we have a good chance to examine for so
many o f us work for it. Here is one woman’s
experience;
“ Having worked in a government department for the
last 5 years and at the University 3 years previous
to that, it seems pretty straightforward to me why the
goals o f femimsm cannot be met in a social welfare
state such as N.Z.

The people in the top jobs are all men - in the
second echelon are a sprinkling o f women. For the
most part these women are orientated to other
women, but to be effective in their jobs, they have to
keep the status quo and fo llo w the rules made by
men. Government depts are all petty bureaucracies
with the men in Wellington making the rules and
distributing them throughout the country to be
interpreted and carried out to the letter. A t local
levels again it is the men in charge doing the inter
preting — some are well intentioned, others are out
and out chauvinists. How do the men get in these
positions?

A career in the Public Service means you start at
ground level and work up through various grades —
each grade brings more money and a little more
power. Men understand this and it is easy to see
them applying for a job at the next grade as soon as
they are established in the one beneath. It would be
true to say, for many o f them, that they are not
interested in any o f the lower grade jobs as such,
but only as a stepping stone to higher, administrative
ones. As they go higher, one notices the boot
licking such as playing the right sports (cricket,
rugby, golf, whatever) which they see the man at the
top engaging in, to curry his favour.

Women on the other hand seem motivated to do well
whatever job they are doing. They often do not see
themselves as able to go up the ladder, and often have
to be persuaded by their friends, a thing seldom
necessary by men. Also women in the Public Service
very rarely see any alternative to marriage and the
nuclear fam ily, which means working only a few
years and then leaving to become a housewife. This is
encouraged by the bosses as being an accepted social
more. The men are encouraged to marry and settle
also and then the social pressure is on fo r them to
start a fam ily and for their wife to become a full time
mother and housewife from then on. The men are
then automatically seen as more worthy of
promotion because they have to support a wife and
family.

I see very few changes, if any, over the 5 years I ’ve
been working in a govt. dept. There is very little
room for change in bringing into effect any goals o f
feminism, because:

The Public Service is also an example o f how
interrelated the economic mode is w ith political
power. New Zealand’s massive social welfare apparatus
which pays lip service to a paternalistic ethic and
calls it ‘egalitarianism’, is actually run on the ideas o f
capitalism. It takes a little from the rich, and gives a
little to the poor, but it is more interested in
balancing the books than balancing human needs. See
the May Broadsheet fo r the article on the Domestic
Purposes® Benefit and Solo Mothers and how Social
Welfare saved $100,000 by cutting 100 women o ff
their books. Basic rights fo r people like public trans
port and hospital services are not as important as the
economic ‘needs’ o f the country.

1. Men hold the power and are unlikely to
relinquish any.
Men strongly uphold the nuclear fam ily as is and
do not wish to change or even look at change
where they and their women would have equal
rights and responsibilities regarding earning and
child care.
3. Women themselves are encouraged to believe that
man should be the bread winner and they the
child bearer, housekeeper, etc., regardless o f
whether the woman has a mind equal or more
intelligent than the man.” 5
;p :

State intervention can be arbitrary and violent if any
group threatens the status quo. For example, in 1951
basic civil liberties were swept away by our government
when strikers’ power was threatening capitalist economy
Likewise laws passed last century to contain the
Parihaka Maoris in their struggle to retain their land
and town. The use o f the police to break any threat to
capitalist economy is considered valid by the state.
During the Waihi strike in 1912, women and children
in prams were crushed brutally time and time again in
demonstrations in support o f their striking miner
husbands.

This woman’s experience makes apparent the
hierarchical power structure operating in government
departments. The Public Service is a good example o f
how the state shores up male domination, fo r the
top echelons are almost entirely in the hands o f men.
They have appropriated the creative, social and
political role, and use their power to dominate both
sexes. Women are at the bottom o f the hierarchical
structure, in the low status and low paid jobs o f
caring and servicing.

P h o to : A ngela M id d le to n
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War is an extreme and horrible example o f the power
the state has over our lives, with no reference to our
everyday lives. Men go to kill each other because
they’re told to by the State and lay waste and
destruction to women and children in their Stateapproved holocausts. O f course while the cat’s away,
the mice w ill play, and during the two world wars in
New Zealand, women discovered and developed ‘male’
skills in heavy production and in all aspects o f keeping
an economy running. Back to the homes where our
place is, was the battle cry o f returning men, and
until we discover what kind o f world we women want,
we w ill go on returning to male defined Kinder Kirk
and Kitchen.
Our society is so thoroughly dominated by a male
value system, which is linked w ith a capitalistic ethos,
that until women throw out the whole existing
hierarchical, self-serving and self-perpetuating power
structures dominant in our lives, men w ill go on
sending us back home to make a nice cup o f tea.
Women must counterbalance the male emphasis on
production as being the most important function in
society. Reproduction and socialisation are equally
important, and until this so called woman’s work is
given equal place, an equal society is not possible.
Nuturing, caring, co-operating and sharing must not
be warped and defined by the nuclear fam ily, but
should be diffused throughout society. We must
dissolve the division between home and work, private
and public, female and male.

The Liberation of Women
Women’s Liberation fights round these premises,
which are manifest in our basic issues:
Equal pay
Equal education
Equal job opportunity
Free 24 hour child care
Free contraception and abortion on demand
Legal and financial independence for all women
An end to discrimination against lesbians and the
right o f women to a self-defined sexuality.
A ll these together are the preconditions for women’s
liberation, but also seem to us to be the precondition
to the liberation o f all humanity. For they can only
occur in a society based on equality for all. This can
never be accommodated in our present system where
the present sexual division o f labour and the division
between home and work are two mainstays o f
capitalism and male supremacy.
All these basic women’s liberation demands could be
achieved under socialism, (although in present day
so-called socialist states, feminists can find no model
for them happening spontaneously, for male power is
firm ly entrenched in the heads and hearts o f male
‘revolutionaries’). But theoretical socialism does give,
us an egalitarian social framework which can be shown
to eliminate material need for all (as in China) and
which could guarantee the unhampered development
o f all human beings. True democracy is a d iffic u lt, slowworking process which means the acquisition ol actual
determination o f existence on the part o f all.
Ultim ately, however, the feminist vision goes beyond
socialism, fo r socialism doesn’t preclude power, and we
want the dissolution o f power. Knowledge, work and

love are the sources o f our life and they should be the
forces that govern our life, the complete responsibility
for these being carried out by each one o f us. Every
person should have inviolate control over her/his own
mind and body, with no-one controlling the mind or
body o f another. Coupled with this vision o f Anarchy,
we see an androgynous culture where what is now known
as the female role w ill be diffused throughout society.
Society would be grouped in collectives which are
based on co-operation, consensus decision-making
and mutual respect springing from their autonomous
nature. Leadership, hierarchies and authoritarianism
would disappear, as our present conditioned power
needs and the power relationships in our personal
lives would be invalidated in an egalitarian co-operative
environment.
To return to the four areas that we discussed in
relation to capitalism:

Reproduction
As the technology o f reproduction and contraception
becomes feminist orientated, and as women come to a
greater understanding o f and unity w ith their bodies,
pregnancy and childbirth shall occur only when desired
and in greater com fort for mother and child than ever
before. Some women shall thoughtfully and jo yfu lly
choose to procreate free and independent human beings
in numbers which society and the environment can
nurture. These children shall be the responsibility o f
the comm unity as a whole fo r their social and
emotional well-being as well as fo r their physical needs.

Production
All people shall have access to positions o f responsibility
and free choice in a flexible workforce, engaged in
servicing and producing the real needs o f society. The
community consensus shall decide what its needs are.
Leisure and work will be integrated. Take the
hospital system for example. Everyone would do their
share o f the shit work, — all doctors, nurses, adminis
trators to do a fu ll share and the patients to do what
they are able. This would include organisation for all
fot serving meals, making cups o f tea, washing up,
cleaning toilets, wards, taking temperatures, making
beds, etc., professionals would have de-profcssionaliscd
themselves and all would be developing the skills
which are theirs to begin with. The patients would get
more help and treatment, for their understanding would
be an integral part o f the cure process.

Socialisation
The nuclear fam ily .s an institution would disappear
and its function would never again be institutionalised.
Individuals will live and work in a variety o f groupings
and styles, some o f which w ill undertake collective
responsibility for the social, emotional and physical
needs o f varying numbers o f children, the elderly and
the handicapped. The social/sexual relationships within
these groups w ill not lead to any specific division of
labour. The work and responsibilities of dc-institutionalised life w ill be undertaken consciously and equitably
on a flexible basis.

Society w ill be dcschooled. Education w ill be recog
nised as an on-going process, to be accomplished in a
variety o f settings, by each person defining her/himself
by learning and by contributing to the learning o f
others.
The media w ill belong to, and be available to, all.
Everyone w ill become a producer o f images. Writing,
film ing and broadcasting w ill be structured in the
comm unity so that all people w ill have access to them
in order to manipulate images to suit their own way of
seeing things, and to explore them creatively.
Advertising w ill be replaced by information. People
will have the sexual and emotional self-confidence and
useful education to make rational decisions on a basis
o f real needs and desires, and not as a means to other
sorts o f gratification.

Sexuality
People will develop an understanding of, respect for,
and unity with their bodies in all their right and
beautiful functions. Menstrual pain, morning sickness
will be understood and overcome. Through this unity,
better sexual, mental and social health will grow. We
shall celebrate our sexuality in all its forms, not with
primitive awe, but with cognitive joy, — as an im port
ant part o f our personality, but not as our identity.
Obsessions with adult genital sex shall disappear.
Pornography will die and an all embracing eroticism
w ill flourish. Sexual relationships will develop, grow
and change as a natural facet o f social relationships
between independent self-confident, self-sufficient
human beings.
One makes the revolution because i t ’s the best way
to live. If we all attempt to live our feminist vision,
not only in our personal lives, but in our political
structures, — our women’s collectives, health centres,
refuge centres, consciousness-raising groups, — we
will be exploring new ways o f behavmg, woman ways.
Our group believes our feminist vision can work, will
change our world, because we see the changes in our
collective selves, and because watching and relating
to children, we see the love and energy in them.
“ To all the oppressed o f this earth
whose dynamism and strength is stolen
for exploitation by others
and who fly when they break their chains” .'
Long live the Revolution, sisters. We are fighting to
create a society where all can flourish and fly .
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4. Bruce Jesson. 'The Republican , issue 12, April 1976.
5. Edith Mercier, Paper written for theory group, Dunedin
Collective for Woman, April 1976.
6. Broadsheet, May 1976, page 14, Article by Robyn Griffith.
7. Feminist Revolution, Redstockings Dedication, 1975.
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Shulamith Firestone 'The Dialectic of Sex.'
Juliet Mitchell 'Woman's Estate.'
Redstockings ‘Feminist Revolution'.

SEXIST
STEREOTYPES
not in PM infant readers!
For more than twelve years Price Milburn have
been bringing out books that show a very wide
range of attitudes and activities. Have you notic
ed that traditional male/female roles have been
reversed in all of the following :

Breakfast in Bed, Sausages, *The Best Cake, The Island,
are all about boys and fathers who enjoy cooking.
The New Baby, Pet Lambs, Simon's Lamb, Baa baa
Black Sheep, Patrick's Calf, are all about boys who are
good “ little mothers” .
Sticking Plaster, Baa baa Black Sheep, The Red Morris,
Mark and the H alf Birthday, Mark and Patsy, are all
about boys who cry.
A Surprise fo r the Judge, is about a boy who wins a
prize for flower arranging.
Bill's Teddy Bear, Ian's Red Hair, Creaks in the Night,
*
Alice and the Dinosaur, are all about sensitive, gentle
boys.
Busy, In the Park, * Locked Out, *The House in the
Tree, The Sleepyhead, Meg and the Windy Day, *The
Beach Picnic, are all about girls who jump from rocks or
haystacks, who play on a variety of equipment, who
climb up trees, over fences, and up ladders.
Bread, A Wet Morning, Going Swimming, Fish in the
Trough, Shaving Cream, are all about girls who are
deliberately mischievous.
The Firefighters, Janey and the Cows, John Lives in a
Motel, Pearson's M ilk Round, *The Fisherman's Daugh
ters, all include mothers who work.
Garages, * Jane's Car, Meg and the L ittle Wooden
Engine, *Sa/ly at School, are all about girls who like
playing with traditional boys' toys.
* Coming soon. Write for a check list.

PM READERS HAVE THE BEST STORIES
Price Milburn

publishers box 2919 Wellington

The Feminist Eye
Against the Softness of Woman
Jan Kemp
Caveman Press 1976

I've been waiting for this book a fair
while now - it having been more or
less promised fo r 1975 - IWY. In a
way it's a p ity Caveman Press couldn't
have seen their way to getting the
book out in 1975, along with the
other publications of women poets in
that year, because inadvertently the
book now seems to have missed out
on a lot of well-deserved publicity.
Because IWY was what it was, publi
cations by women poets got a fair
share o f newsprint and comment and
attention and it's a pity that this
year's publications have been left, to
a certain extent, to find their own way
w itho ut the very useful help of notice.
Never Mind - this book is good enough
and w ill find its own way eventually,
but it could have been helped along
with a little help from its friends de
spite that. I've only seen one mention
of it - in the Listener some time ago
when the 'red-bearded troubador' men
tioned it in a review of IWY women
poets' publications.
He was pretty
positive about it:
'Jan Kemp's volume, Against The
Softness o f Woman should be good

Jan Kemp

value. Her poem, “ The Old Rail
way Guard"
but yer eyes 'n yer teeth
'd be shinin'....
on the New Zealand Poets reading
their own Poems LP was a highpoint, not just fo r her reading; but
fo r the poem. I look forward to
that volume.'
And now here it is. And I like it.
There's some good poems in it and
true. Some o f them have appeared
elsewhere - in fact in most of the NZ
literary publications and small period
icals. Six of the poems here first ap
peared in Baysting's anthology The
Young N Z Poets in which Jan was the
only woman to be represented and
that, if one can take the editor's word
fo r it, was a major achievement in it
self;
'The fact that women writers are
so poorly represented here is dis
heartening but, on the evidence
of the submissions offered, justi
fied. The majority of the verse
submitted by women was
reasonably competent but of a
two-dimensional quality - too
often cliched or overly sentimental.
Those who did manage to commun
icate genuine emotion showed
little control over their craft; the
poetry often seeming to be a
cathartic - at times almost an
exorcistic - process.'

misinterpretation possibly - certainly
ambiguous, depending on who reads it
and with what in mind. It was a se
cond choice 'mainly because Fiona
Kidman published Honey and Bitters
first. The original title was to have
been Comb Honey;
Fly! from beam to beam to beam
& wholly live; or an hour's
digging, an hour's dancing.
So instead we have Against The Soft
ness o f Woman and the first poem in
the collection bears that title.
Vagrant woman, pawn your
piscean flood,
don't wave your flower, keep
your blood
dry as the gaze behind your eye;
Nice that / notice the unobtrusive
rhymes.
I wrote to Jan about this poem. She's
in Canada now and writing.
'When I wrote it, ft was meant to be in
praise o f the sensibility of men - when
surrounded by women - tearful and so
in lurv! It was really saying, look gels,
men have had to face the world and all
its toughness, you be tough too and
face it. Don't just identify through
them.'
become like him wear your other heart on your
other sleeve,
keep this one boned down fine.

For Jan Kemp therefore to have been
included among the 18 young male
poets is indicative of her strength as a
poet.
Her work has also been recorded on
the Waiata LP N Z Poets Read Their '
Works, another indication that she
must be a pretty competent poet.

There is an impatience here with sop
orific women - a certain hardness
cut your
lip-service, your idolatry:

Well, let's start at the beginning. The
cover and the title . The cover is very
striking and all praise to Caveman
Press and Simon Buis - the photogra
pher. Black background - green title dark photograph of a brick wall ag
ainst which leans the poet - black hair,
black leather jacket but the eyes wist
ful and maybe a little sad - white cre
dit. Very effective and eye-catchincj
making a very congruous whole.

Yet at the same time she can be quite
cutting about women - or a particular
type of woman. She praises the bitch
goddess

The title - an odd one that - open to
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don't be the dry pip between
his petals,
he w ill spit you out soften your gall, it wanes thin
held in the light:

No smoky incubus nor swan
is steed for this Hexandra riding time's night, bareback
Godiva of the sheets:

Hex-(witch) and Cassandra-prophetess.
In The Young N Z Poets, Jan, writing
about her writing - a thing she would
now no longer do - insisting rather
that poems should stand by them
selves -

Hexandra 'sometimes words, phrases
sound out their rhythms in your
ear/ the title Hexandra in Recess
for instance / Hexandra is a name
made up or heard & seemed to
be right - to discover later the
links between the word hex &
witches, & that Cassandra was a
prophetess strengthens the sense
that a latent, formless pool of
ideas, images lies behind a poem
like that / a sense of a poetic
mystique / reinforced by other
elements in the poem / links
between colours chosen, one
image & another/the internal
movement that drives a poem to
its end & yet keeps it whole
On the whole, for my own tastes, the
poems best succeed where they are
short. The longer ones like
City
Sequence, In The Begonia House, Dra
gon o f the Waves, don't quite come
off. I regard them more as experimen
tal - playing around
w ith forms/
arrangements etc. Individual images
are good but somehow with these
poems we enter a very private world
which is hard to quite come to grips
w ith and fu lly comprehend. A Pattern
o f Loving on the other hand, another
reasonably long poem is successful
because the ideas are expressed well
and d o n 't sprawl and because she can
manage the
language/the play on
words. She's got a good way with
words :
the very pith of you
has patterned me
to this pitch:
or
I wear pitch black
in my labyrinth
for my voice is my lantern,
& pluck pieces of people
& place them about me;
but I pay what I owe for each
face that I pick,
for like returns like
& love begets love

& love regrets loving
at this pitch Throughout the poems there is a
tremendous vitality.
She's versatile
and there's a virtuoso quality about
her way w ith words and form. Mad
Sally is ingenious in both form and
choice of words and the best way to
get it across to you is to give you as
much as possible of the poem.
Sally, who sits crumpled under
the hickory bush, not believing
the ladder windows riding
past her down on the track;
sally, who's smelt the sweltering
jasmine,
who's ridden the backs of
winged horses,
now has fligh t of fancy they say - those below,
our sally is not herself they say - those below:
they never knew Sally; they never
knew her threaded
with beads of flowering
sand carrying them all, all
up the slope & under the
hickory bush crumpled,
their soft petals lim p but
still pretty:
It is the shorter poems though where
she shows real skill. They're delicate
but because she favours the short
the same time a brittleness about
them (Balloon Masque) and to my
way of looking only one of the short
er poems doesn't quite come o ff (Joel
Grey - from Cabaret) in the sense
that such an economical poem cannot
afford to have any looseness. In the
most telling part o f the poem there is
a proliferation of supportive words articles and prepositions - which tend
to destroy the tension which is pot
entially there.
The little obituary on Mason (p21) is
very moving. It is sensitive and un
pretentious and telling.
Where Jan is most effective she is
short. A t best then she is lyrical. She
relies on the music of the word.
Alliteration is handled well and her
poems are full o f brightly coloured
sound. There are 3 poems in particu-

Book offer
You can order your copy of Against
the Softness o f Women from Broad
sheet. Cut out and mail the coupon
below. Also available is Lament for
Ariadne, a book of poetry by Rachel
McAlpine.
Please send me :
Against the Softness of Women
pbk $ 3 .2 0 ................
hbk $ 4 .5 0 ................
Lament for Ariadne
pbk $ 2 .5 0 .................
hbk $ 3 .9 5 .................
To :
N am e................................................ .....
Address ..................................................

Iar I like - (beside the ones mentioned
already)
Mystic Mild: Song
Mother! you tether me
too far in / your cornucopia
is to soothe the child of me
in your great lap /slap
my back to hear the cry,
I am bound to you
forever /b ut in my free kingdom,
I slip your fetters',
ride fleet sound
into the waves.
Revere, revere all mystics mild,
the bright tongued mouth
the sleep-eyed child.
Seal to the Sea Captain which
is a delight, and Big Muddy
Creek
addled sand-mud, soft-raked
by water
taken in slow drum roll by
inflowing sea:
only some know this amber
taste on the tongue
this clappered song run loudly
out
over a valley,
this night nectar, where in a

^Broadsheeton the ^ drtS
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darkened room,
clusters of coloured stars
melt at our close
coming.
I have in a sense said very little about
the poems. A ll I can say is that you
should read them and I know that is
how Jan would want it fo r she says :
'Things are themselves, a fru it, a
flower, a chair, a song - each says
all it is by being it. A poem is
what and how it says itself; if it
can be itself, then that is it.'
Riemke Ensing

From Woman to Woman
Lucienne Lanson
Penguin 1975
$2.90

It's either a feast or a famine. Not
one, but tw o amazingly good books
about women's health are available at
the moment. From Woman to Wo
man differs from Our Bodies Ourselves
in a number of ways, but is neverthe
less a welcome addition to the small
body of literature which is helping us
to understand how our bodies work
when we are well and when we are
sick.

TO

From Woman to Woman is more con
ventional in style and approach than
Our Bodies Ourselves and is not w rit
ten collectively out of the women's
movement as the latter book is, but
by a practising American woman gyn
aecologist.
Part of the reason the
arrival of this book is so heartening
is in seeing a specialist doctor sharing
her knowledge and skills with those
of her own sex. Dr Lanson makes
clear time and time again her identif
ication w ith women.
In the intro
duction she states: "This book ... is
written from the heart, fo r I too am a
woman and heir to all the problems of
women."
The book is divided into seven major
sections under such subject headings
as "The Workings o f the Inner Wo
man", "Changes in the Natural Wo
man" and "The Vulnerability of Wo
man".
A wide range of topics are
covered under these major headings:
menopause, contraception, anatomy,
menstruation, bleeding problems, pre
menstrual tension, cancer etc. The
te xt is organised in question/answer
form and Dr Lanson's style is not in
the least dry which encourages you to
keep on reading even when you have
found the specific information you
were looking for. Dr Lanson describes
complex body functioning in an eas
ily understandable and illuminating
way. For instance, I had never really
understood how the egg released from
the ovary always unerringly managed
to find its way through the unattached
follicle and into the fallopian tube.
Dr Lanson's description of how this
happens is a good example of her style
and lucidity.
V

A GYNAECOLOGIST
ANSWERS QUESTIONS
ABOUT YOU
AND YOUR BOCY
LUCIENNE LANSON

^

At last, clear, accurate
and sympathetic
information that takes
the frightening mystery
out of the whole subject
of gynaecology.
A Penguin Book $2.90

"Through some unknown mechanism
these little fingerlike projections have
an uncanny way of knowing when the
egg is about to be launched from the
ovary (ovulation). A t the moment of
ovulation, the fim bria actually inch
toward the nearby ovary and hover
over it like a helicopter. With the help
of specialized hair cells (located just
inside the tubal fim bria) which beat in
unison, the suction is created, and the
egg is literally drawn into the tube."
There are some minor flaws in this
book, mostly the result of Lanson's
own residual prejudices. It is not sur
prising that these exist; it is rather
more surprising that there aren't more
of them. Her answer to the question
"W hy isn't orgasm a simple solution
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to chronic pelvic congestion?" indi
cates her still incomplete understand
ing of how conditioning and tradition
determine our attitudes towards sex,
men and our own bodies. She writes:
" A few women are tru ly their own
worst enemies. Although consistently
ungratified sexually, they are still re
luctant to express this fact to their
partners.
Some women even com
pound the problem by feigning org
asm regularly. For others, if orgasm
isn't achieved during intercourse, the
idea of obtaining sexual release by
masturbation (whether by their part
ners or themselves) is to ta lly unac
ceptable and an obvious sign of their
own sexual inadequacy - at least to
their way of thinking."
Fortunately such slips are rare, but
more d iffic u lt to understand is her use
of the pronoun "h e " when she is
talking in general terms of the doc
tor. It is especially inexplicable when
in her introduction Lanson acknow
ledges the help of a number of col
leagues - all female - in the medical
profession.
From Woman to Woman is a compre
hensive book and goes into as much
detail on most subjects as the average
woman w ill ever need. It goes into
some gynaecological problems e.g.
endometriosis in much more detail
than Our Bodies Ourselves. It also
seems extremely up to date, so that I
was able to read about one method of
contraception for women which I had
previously been unaware of. This is a
device called a UTS (uterine thera
peutic system) which, although tech
nically classed as an IUD, works on an
entirely different principle. The de
vice is filled with tiny progesterone
crystals which are slowly released in
small daily doses and exert changes in
the uterine lining and cervical mucus
and thereby interfere w ith the success
ful penetration o f sperm. The UTS
has a 0.5% pregnancy rate, no horm
onal side-effects and considerably less
pain and bleeding than conventional
lUDs.
Armed with this book and Our Bodies
Ourselves women can feel more con
fident and able to cope w ith all the
problems of our complicated bodies.
Teenage girls and older school child
ren would gain much from this book
also; it would also be an asset in any
school library.
Sandra Coney

Our Bodies Our Selves.
The Boston Women's Health
Book Collective.
Simon & Schuster 1976. $6.70.
Over one m illion copies of the original
book sold giving so much publicity to
our concept of our right to our own
bodies. So many women found out
about good ways to have children,
about good birth control, about lov
ing and living. I cannot think of any
book that so completely is feminism
as a living thing than this book. Now
there is a new edition with 50% new
material, 100 pages longer, and com
plete w ith a good index (a much
needed addition) and a new biblio
graphy at the end of each chapter.
Even women who have the old edition
w ill want to buy this new one, it
ranges so much wider and is so com
prehensive (not to mention being
more up to date in this area where
knowledge can so quickly get out of
date). In a way it is an example o f the
fast moving consciousness of women.
The book does not claim to be a
radical expose o f the medical world or
the sexist system. Rather it is a text,
something to use as a source o f facts,
ideas and experiences o f women in
childbirth,
rape,
menopause and
health care. The te xt is warm, caring
and fun. The book is fu ll of clear and
careful explanations but better still
the objective facts,a nd there are many
in each section, are backed up and
clarified by the subjective experiences
of women and by interviews w ith
doctors working in these areas. I th in k
this is a real strength in this book;
the welding of the subjective world
w ith the reality.
If there is a political comment in this
book it is found in the suffering,
sorrow and pain of women w ithin the
system of health care we have at
present. The women who have w ritten
this book understand clearly that the
political is personal, especially fo r
women. They talk about this when
they explain the name changes the
book went through, from Women and
their Bodies,
to Women and Our
Bodies, to, finally, Our Bodies Our
Selves.
OBOS covers all the major areas;
anatomy, physiology, sexuality, living
w ith sexuality, lesbianism, n utrition,
health problems, rape, self defence,
VD, birth control, abortion, parent-

The tone and outlook o f the book are
established in the first chapter called
"O ur Changing Sense of Self", fo r it
is our changing selves which have
brought the women's health move
ment into being, although the book
does not talk much about the self help
movement (because the book is aimed
at women outside that). We have re
learned our own healing abilities, we
have learned that medical know-how
is not impossible and d iffic u lt to learn,
we have discovered how to care for
ourselves. Now we are sharing this
learning w ith others.
A book like Our Bodies Our Selves
could not exist w itho ut a feminist
perspective.
W ithout a widespread
movement
involved
in childcare,
abortion, welfare, education, law and
life there cannot be a real understand
ing of the depth o f our oppression.
OBOS
is fu ll of our oppression.
Many parts o f this book discuss areas
which cannot change w itho ut a mass
ive change in our world (revolution).
OBOS
states clearly that w ithout
control of, and understanding for, our
bodies we cannot begin to be free.
We free ourselves as we, piece by
piece,
inch by inch,
take back,
demand back our bodies from the
myths and taboos they have been
shrouded in. Our bodies are in the
ultimate sense our enslavers. Menst
ruation, menopause, childbirth, our
loving and living have been used to
justify our oppression. By reasserting
our womanhood, by removing the
fear and distrust of our femaleness, we
become stronger.
OBOS makes one other important
point; any feminist revolution will
have to take the good from the male
world (especially from its technology)
and bend it to its w ill. We cannot
destroy all o f man's things^ fo r in so
doing we may well destroy ourselves
and many of our sisters. Rather we
must learn. OBOS understands that
knowledge is a supreme weapon in the
struggle we are engaged in; knowledge
can free us and others.
OBOS is an amazing book, not just
for its information and loving but for
its capacity to survive and enhance our
feminist understanding o f the world.
It is a book to be experienced not
reviewed, there is perhaps no other
book that as happily welds the theory
w ith the reality, the personal w ith the
political, it is real women-culture.
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hood,
childbirth,
menopause and
health care. Each chapter is fu ll of
diagrams
and facts and there are
plenty of footnotes fo r those who
want to fo llo w up sources. The book
is introduced and integrated by the
personal feminist philosophy of the
Boston Collective
which produced
these books.
In the preface they
explain why this book came into
being and what it is for. It is worth
taking the time to read this section so
that you w ill understand where these
women are at.

Sarah Calvert.
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Healthy Women

The P ill
In the second article in this series on the Pill,
SARAH CALVERT looks at side-effects and
research.
The first oral contraceptive Pill went
on the market in 1961. Although
only two years study had gone into
study of the Pill’s long term effects,
it was approved for general use.
Today the Pill is, along with Valium
and Librium, one of the biggest
money makers for drug companies.
In 1973 they made $120 million out
of it in the USA alone. However, the
cost to women has been very high,
especially to poor, third-world
women whose bodies have been used
in research. Today all women using
the Pill are part of an experiment
to find out what it really does do to
us. Since its first beginnings drug
companies have tried to get away
with doing as little as possible to
adequately test their products.
One drug company gave one partic
ular drug to over 800 women in a
three year period before it was
stopped on discovering that it caused
cancer in dogs. This happened even
though suitable alternative methods
of contraception were available and
before long term studies with animals
had been completed. In one case no
animal studies at all were completed
before women were given the drug
and no follow up was ever done on
these women.
In 1966 work on a mini-pill containing
only progesterone was begun. This was
tested on women (largly poor women
in Mexico) for two years before a
permit to investigate a New Drug was
applied for. Animal studies did not
begin until 1967, and a New Drug .
Permit filed in 1968 twice failed to get
approval. In 1969 animal tests revealed
a high incidence of tumours (ed.benign)
however, human testing did not stop
until 1970. Again no follow-up of the
women was undertaken. A similar
drug, on sale on the open market, was
withdrawn in 1969. Many women
were therefore exposed to cancer and
yet no concern about this has ever
been expressed; no-one seems to care
about the risks women take ‘in the
interests of science’.

Another case is that of Dr Goldzieher
who gave fake (placebo) Pills to a
group of poor women who sought
birth control from him. He was trying
out the theory that contraception
could be induced psychologically.
Unfortunately 11 out of 76 got preg
nant and no help (abortion etc) was
ever offered to these women. This man
now gets government funding for his
research. On the other hand research
ers who have published research on
complications or bad side-effects tend
to have their research funds cut off.
All women need to remember that
women put their lives and their health
at risk for our right to reproductive
freedom. Most of these women are
poor, third-world women who des
perately need good birth control. They
are put at risk so that white, wealthy
middle-class women can have repro
ductive freedom.Today these women
and all women, are still at the mercy of
the large drug companies and the male
medical world to whom the right to
health is seemingly unimportant when
the subjects are women.

dosage (type) of the Pill. Side-effects
are caused by either oestrogen or
progestogen. The chart below gives the
oestrogen strength of brands available
in New Zealand (progestogen
strength is very complicated and it is
not possible to draw up a chart like
this which would have any meaning).
The second chart gives some indication
of the main side-effects associated with
each hormone.

Oestrogen strength in brands avail
able in New Zealand.
Two kinds of oestrogen are used in
combined oral contraceptives.
0.03 mg ethinyloestradiol =
0.05 mg mestranol.

Combined Pills.
0.1 mg mestranol

= .06 mg

ethinyloestradiol

Conovid - E, Norinyl 2, Ovulen 0.5,
Ovulen.
0.08 mg ethinyloestradiol

Ortho-Novin 1/80

0.05 mg ethinyloestradiol

Anovlar 21, Edulen, Eugynon 21,
Eugynon ED, Gynovlar 21, Microgynon
50, Microgynon 50ED, Neogynon,
Neogynon ED, Nordiol 21, Nordiol 28,
Norlestrin 28, Orlest 28, Ortho-Novin
1/50, Ovostat 22, Ovostat 28, Ovral,
Ovulen 0.5/50, Ovulen 1/50, Volidan
(taken off market March 1976).
0.075 mg mestranol = 0.045 mg
ethinyloestradiol

Lyndiol 2.5

0.05 mestranol

Norinyl 1
Norinyl 1/28

= 0.03 ethinyloestradiol

0.03 mg ethinyloestradiol

Microgynon 30, Microgynon 30 ED,
Nordette.
Both brands of sequential pills are now
off the market. Continuous Pills
contain no oestrogen. Brands available
at present in New Zealand are Microlut
and Noriday.

Oestrogen
Deficiency

Hot Flushes.
Dry Vagina.
Break-through bleeding.
(Early to mid cycle).

Excess

Side-effects can be broken down into
three groups, “useful and advantag
eous”, “annoying” and “serious”.
The annoying and serious ones can be
altered in many cases by changing the
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Nausea
Constipation.
Bowel Colic.
Breast Swelling.
Increased Mucus Discharge.
Uterine Cramps.
Fluid Retention.

Headache.
Blood Clots.
Chloasma (Skin discolouration).

Progestogen

D eficien cy
Break-through bleeding.
(Late cycle-week prior to period).
E xcess
Depression.
Tiredness.
Appetite Changes.
Weight Gain.
Monilia Vaginitis (Thrush).
Irritability.
Loss of Libido (sexual interest).
Painful Breasts.
Acne.
Changes in Body Hair.

Useful or Advantageous Side
Effects.

Relief from painful periods.
Relief from premenstrual tension.
Decreased blood loss at menstruation.
Relief from acne.
Relief from hirsuitism (body hair).
Relief from ovulation pain.
Regulation of periods.

Annoying Side Effects.

Pigmentation on face (ed. skin rashes)
Nausea.
Weight gain.
Tender breasts (and enlargement).
Headache and Migraine.
Vaginal Discharge (especially an
increase in monilia (thrush).
Loss of Libido (sexual drive).
Breakthrough bleeding (this can be a
serious side-effect).
Swelling of the gums.

There are, apart from the above sideeffects, a range of serious ones which
need to be covered in detail. Unfort
unately there is a great lack of concrete
evidence about side-effects of the Pill
which is another example of the
oppressed position of women in the
medical world.
Most of this information comes from
three major studies.
1. Boston Collaborative Drug
Surveillance Programme (1972).
2. Kaiser Permanent Contraceptive
Drug Study (1967).
3. British Royal College Of General
Practioners Study (Keports 19681974).
Other studies have provided both back
up and additional information and
some of their findings will be included
below but most of the basic data comes
from these three sources.

Major risks and
contra-indications
CANCER
Because of the relatively short time
that the birth control Fill has been
around, no evidence concerning the
development of cancer due to the Pill
can be considered conclusive. It is
generally held that the Pill does not
lead to cancer of the breast, however
Hull (1970) found that the Pill causes
changes in the carbohydrate and lipid
metabolism and nlay cause adverse
reactions in cases of carcinoma of the
breast (early cancer), Hodgkins disease, users than non-users.
(a lymphatic condition) and malignant
melanoma (tumour). Breast enlargement FERTILITY, PREGNANCY
is common but there is no evidence that AND LACTATION
this has an adverse effect.
Use of oral contraceptives during
Cervical Cancer
pregnancy may have an unknown effect
The Kaiser study found no change in
on the fetus (especially on female
9,000 women; however, the Pill does
children). Nursing mothers should not
appear to increase the likelihood of
use the combined Pill since the hormones
cervicitis (erosion of the cervix) and
get in the milk, they also inhibit
the development of atypical cells on
lactation and reduce the protein
the cervix. These are apparently
content of milk.
normally benign and the evidence
about the risks of cervical cancer are
Some women experience delay in
at present contradictory.
regaining normal fertility when they
stop using the Pill. Generally the
However women who have already had
majority regain normal fertility by the
cancer, or where there is a family
third month. However don’t take any
history of cancer, should only use the
chances as some women get pregnant
immediately !
Pill under very strict supervision

HYPERTENSION

HEART ATTACK AND STROKE

Up to 15% of all women on the Pill
develop some type of hypertension.
Women who already exhibit symptoms
seem to be more prone to it than
other women. This connection between
hypertension and the Pill is well docu
mented. The incidence of high blood
pressure does rise with the duration of
use (the longer you take the BCP the
more chance of getting high blood
pressure). The highest rates are always
associated with the high progestogen
type pills. Most women will find that
their blood pressure will return to
normal within 3 months of stopping
the Pill.

Doll (1974) reports this as being the
most important side-effect. The New
Zealand Medical Journal in an
editorial (May 1970) reports coronary
thrombosis (heart attack) as an adverse
effect of high oestrogen dosage and
suggests that this might be a cumula
tive problem. The incidence among
Pill users is estimated at between 4-8%
(as compared with non-users). Women
who smoke or who are overweight or
who have a history of hypertension
(blood pressure) or whose family has a
history of strokes are especially at risk.
It appears that heavy smoking inter
acts particularly with the Pill to
increase the chances of a stroke.

THROMBOEMBOLISM

(D eep vein th rom bosis b lo o d
clottin g)
This happens in the legs (which can
lead to a pulmonary embolism if the
clot breaks off and lodges in the lungs)
and is about 5 times more common in
Pill users than non-users. A related and
less serious condition, superficial
thrombosis, (surface clotting), is more
frequent at the rate of 48% in Pill
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GALLBLADDER DISEASE
This is related to progestogen type
Pills. There is some suggestion that
susceptible women tend to develop
the problems early in pill use.

DIABETES
It is suggested that the Pill induces
diabetes in some women. Women with

a family history of diabetes are advised
to have a glucose screening test before
starting to use the Pill. Any woman
who has diabetes, or a family history
of it should only use the Pill under
very close supervision, however,
given good medical care ! it is
usually OK to use it if you are a diabetic

SKIN DISORDERS
Some women find their skin becomes
very sensitive to light (especially
strong sunlight) while others exper
ience skin discolouration. Neither of
these conditions is likely to cause
real problems but they are unpleasant
and you should see your doctor.

GONORRHOEA
Women who are exposed to men
with gonorrhoea are at very high risk of
this disease. It seems that the Pill, in
altering the vaginal environment,
lowers the protection that women
naturally have against gonorrhoea. If
you think you have been exposed
have a cu lture taken.

URINARY TRACT AND
VAGINAL INFECTIONS
Pill users show a higher rate of both
types of infections. Especially bad are
monilia (thrush), trichomonas and
cervicitis.

DEPRESSION
Although the British study did not
find any relationship between
depression and Pill use there is
general acceptance that around 6% of
all women using the Pill will experience
moderate to severe depression. Lewis
and Hoghughi (British Journal of
Psychology) suggest that one third of
all Pill users develop personality
changes, some for only short periods
of time (especially in the first three
months of Pill), but in some women
these changes will last as long as oral
contraception is used. Pilowsky (1971)
cautioned that a much more careful
approach was needed since the relation
ship between oral contraception and
mental illness was extremely complex.
Women with a history of depression,
especially those who have been given
mona-aminine oxidase inhibitors
(anti-depressant drugs of specific type
eg Masipan, Mardil, Parnate) should be
wary of using the BCP, as should
women who have had premenstrual
depression, since they may experience
further depressive periods on these
drugs.
Some researchers suggest that women’s

depression on the Pill is entirely due
to guilt (for wanting sex but not want
ing children !), however there is plenty
of evidence to suggest that normal
physiological reactions are the cause of
this sort of depression - the above
type of reaction is another variant on
the women madness thing which many
doctors try to put onto women.

BLOOD GROUP

(and this they don’t tell you)
Koromex Jelly contains mercury
(phenyl-mercuric acetate).
Because of its mercury content
Koromex Jelly has been withdrawn
from the U.S. market and replaced
by Koromex II, which has as active
ingredient octoxynol instead of
phenylmercuric acetate.

One Broadsheet worker wrote to the
Alice Bush Family Planning Clinic
after being sold Koromex Jelly there
and was advised: “The Health
Department has not notified us
that Koromex Jelly is not to be used
and we have not been able to get
The Royal College of General Practitioners supplies of Koromex II, it is not
reported that no new serious side
yet available in this country.” A
effects had come to light among Pill
further letter to the Health Depart
users (1974). However the mortality
ment got the following reply: “It
of Pill users was 39% higher than a
is Departmental policy to discourage
control group. One woman in every
the use of therapeutic substances
2,000 Pill users will be admitted to
containing mercury and the Depart
hospital for Pill induced problems
ment understands that a new form
(Beral, V. and Gorfman, P. 1974).
ulation of Koromex is likely to be
Indeed we need to be aware that
available in the near future.”
research on the Pill is only 18 ye.'. ?
old, just on a generation of women n
That was on May 6. Koromex II is
have used this method, we don’t know
still not available.
the long term effects on generations
of women or on their children. To
suggest that this is a safe and reliable
method of contraception is to ignore
what we have learned. Artificial
hormones, like the Pill, effect every
part of our bodies, we cannot ignore
Wanted: feminist pen-friend
their incredible effect, and we take
these drugs day after day. We must
I’m looking for someone who would
be concerned and aware at their real
enjoy a correspondence to share
effects. We may be liberated from
thoughts and experiences. As a work
pregnancy only to be enslaved in ill
ing woman with young children, living
health, or to watch our children
in outer suburbia, I find it hard to go
suffer. We need also remember the
out in the evenings to make friends,
suffering of women throughout the
but feel the need to communicate with
world whose bodies have given us
someone who has views similar to
what knowledge we do have. Our
mine on feminism and other issues.
freedom is bought at a price.
Would anyone in a similar position
please write to Box 21-160 Henderson,
Auckland 8.
Finally it has been suggested (NZMJ,
1970) that women with blood groups
other than O on highly oestrogenic
pills are at greater risk than women of
the O group.

CLASSIFIED

Koromex jelly

Some New Zealand women are
choosing the diaphragm method
of contraception in the fond
belief that they are avoiding the
dangers and disadvantages of the
Pill or the I.U.D. After all the
diaphragm is a simple mechan
ical method.
But diaphragms must be used with
spermicide cream or jelly. One
widely used product is Koromex
Jelly. In fact the Alice Bush Family
Planning Clinie recommend this
spermicide as having least smell; a
handy consideration for couples
who enjoy oral sex. Unfortunately
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Wanted: feminist penfriend
I’m a feminist studying Urban Planning
at a local college part-time. I’m interest
ed in learning how the women’s move
ment is progressing in other countries
and exchanging ideas on same. I like
travel, films, theatre, photography. I
am a liberal Democrat and fascinated
by politics here and abroad. Paula C.
Sterne, 100 Woodruff Avenue, Brook
lyn, New York 11226, USA.
Women’s Small Press Book Club,
Box 9279, Long Beach, California
90810 USA. Exciting New Reading..
Send for free newsletter.

United Women’s
Convention 77
The Third Biennial United Women’s
Convention, hosting 2,600 women, will
be held on Queen’s Birthday weekend,
June 4-7,1977, in Christchurch.
Specifically, we are now calling for
feminist women to convene workshops
on feminist issue. Some of the areas we
would like to see explored are :
sexuality; women’s self help groups;
non-orgasmic women; death; alternative
futures; women’s spirituality; herbal
lore; women against the medical pro
fession; and women’s separatism.

The Convention Workshops will each
probably contain about 80-95 women;
after an initial introduction session,
these workshops will break up into
discussion/action groups, which will
reform into the main group at the end
of each session.
There are two major differences
between the 1977 Convention work
shops and those of previous years: 1)
Most workshops (except those on
subjects like breast feeding) will be
divided into two levels * learning and
action. Registrants will be asked to
indicate which level they require when
they register.
2) All registrants will be supplied with
resumes of the remits and actions

ADVERTISE!

Wanted: penfriend. I am active in
NOW and am involved in a Women’s
Employment Compliance Task Force,
to guide businesses in establishing
and enforcing affirmative plans to
fully integrate women into all phases
of business activity. I am studying
for a Masters Degree in Business
Administration and plan to enter the
computer field. I can arrange for
feminists here to write to New Zealand
women to exchange ideas and infor
mation. Ellen Norton, 507 S Richey
313, Pasadena, Texas 77506, USA.
STICKERS AND POSTERS.
2%in. x lVi in. stickers with the follow
ing slogans:
*This Exploits Women
Repeal The Abortion Laws
*Women are Revolting!
*Beware o f Strange Men ....
andHell!
Remember All Men are as Strange
as
*Women Need Men Like Fish Need Bi
cycles.
*Lesbian Nation ... Trust It'
A100sheet
two for ten cents or a box of
for of$4.50.
Can also be printed for your needs.
Abortion Poster:“If Male M.P. ’s Were
Pregnant, Parliament House would be an
Abortion Clinic. ” 80cents:10 cents to the
Women’s Travelling Abortion Theatre ~
Group and 10 cents to WONAAC.15 in.D
x 20 in. SEND S.A.E. to HERSTORY
PRESS, Box 3871. WELLINGTON.

h

Car stickers, help publicise Broad
sheet, send to P.O. Box 47-261 for
free stickers. State number wanted.

achieved by previous conventions
BEFORE they arrive, in order that we
genuinely move forward rather than
rehash previously covered areas in
other conventions.
The convention will provide, to each
registrant in a workshop, typed back
ground material drawn from our
Research and Library Group and from
material sent in by each workshop
convenor. As well, we expect to be
able to supply audio visual and sound
equipment to the limit of the machines
available at our venue, Ilam University.
Wprkshops, must be convened by
extremely well prepared women, with
a strong interest in their subject and a
clear idea of the discussion action
directions to be followed.
Any Organisation or individual wishing
to volunteer for the convening of a
workshop is asked to write immediately
stating specific topic and subject wish
ing to be covered to :
Workshops Programmer, Mrs.
Sadie Gaitt, 7 Nyton PI. Ch.Ch.5.

Photographers

SPIRAL
Issue I, just arrived.
A woman’s art journal. Has photo
graphs, graphics, poetry, prose,
polemics.
Will appear quarterly - published,
printed and distributed by women
for women.
Published by :- Spiral Collective
P.O. Box 21069
Edge were,
Christchurch.
Single issue $1.50 Yearly sub $6.00
(4 issues)
REFRACTORY GIRL ; an Australian
journal of radical feminist thought.
Issue 10, March 76 available at $1.20
from P.O. Box 47-261, Auckland.
“Run John run, watch Janet watch”,
a study of sex-role stereotyping in
N.Z. infant readers, by a working
party of the Council for Equal Pay
and Equal Opportunity is available
now from Box 3871, Wellington at
$1 per copy.
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Photo-Forum, Wellington, is planning
to have a 2 week photography
exhibition every six weeks. They
already have a number of women in
volved but would like more. Anyone
interested can write to Photo Forum,
Box 9603 Wellington or phone Sharyn
Black 849677 (bus).

Tessa Thomas and
Retraining Awards

The Auckland branch of the New
Zealand Federation of University
Women offers awards of not less than
$100 to mature women who wish to
undertake a short course of training or
re-training or to women who wish to
further their studies. For further in
formation and application forms write
to Mrs. V.M. Stanton, 31 Ronaki Rd,
Mission Bay, Auckland. Applications
close 30 September 1976.

Nga Tamahfne Marama

Some Wellington women have opened
a Women’s Art Studio at the Back Flat,
63 Aro Street, Wellington.

AU C KLAN D
Auckland Women's Centre,
Rape Crisis Centre,
125 Ponsonby Road,
Auckland.
Ph. 764-755
Halfway House (Auckland),
P.O. Box 47-157,
Auckland.
Ph: 767-635
NOW,
P.O. Box 2946,
Auckland.
WEL,
P. O. Box 17021,
Greenlane

A LR A N Z,
P.O. Box 1289,
Dunedin.

NOW,
3 Dickson Street,
Gisborne.

NEW PLYMOUTH
Women's Action
Jill Woodd
Margaret Scott
Greta Jackson

WEL,
c/- Penny Isherwood (Secretary),
22 Elm Street,
Gisborne.
Ph. 84-670

A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 47-169,
Ponsonby.

WEL,
7 Domain Tee,
Karoro,
Grey mouth.

Women's Refuge Centre,
Contact Ph. 558-546
554-746
559-965
WEL,
P.O. Box 1798,
Christchurch.
Ph. 389-527
NOW,
P.O. Box 2720,
Christchurch.
Ph. 841-728
Canterbury University Feminists,
Student Union Building,
Private Bag,
Christchurch.
Christchurch Feminists,
51 Browns Road,
Christchurch,
Ph. 554-746
A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 13-129,
Armargh St,
Christchurch.

New Plymouth Women's Centre,
Ph. 79-532
Hours 10am - 3pm weekdays
62 Vivian Street,
New Plymouth

PALMERSTON NORTH
Gay Women's Group,
P.O. Box 1482,
Palmerston North.
Palmerston North Women's
Liberation,
38 Kimberly Grove,
Palmerston North.

HAM ILTON
NOW,
P.O. Box 350,
Hamilton.

A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 639,
Palmerston North.

CHRISTCHURCH
Women's Union,
9 Ferry Rd,
Christchurch. 1.

Group
- 35981
- 34016
- 36377

A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 5006,
Wes town,
New Plymouth.

GREYMOUTH
A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 421,
Grey mouth.

SHE & Circle,
P.O. Box 427,
Wellington.
Phone 851-540, 738-722

A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 476,
Nelson.

GISBORNE

The Council for the Single
Mother and her Child,
P.O. Box 47-090,
Ponsonby.
Ph. 760-476

Broadsheet,
P.O. Box 47-261,
Auckland.
Ph. 378-954

NELSON

Hamilton Feminists,
P.O. Box 751,
Hamilton.

ROTORUA
WEL,
91a Eruera Street,
Rotorua.

A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 1248,
Hamilton.

TAURANGA

WEL (Waikato),
P.O. Box 9581,
Hamilton North.
Ph. 59-333
Rooms: top floor.
Public Trust Building,
Victoria St,
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm.

WEL,
68 Kingswood Rd,
Tauranga.
Ph. 63-172

A LR A N Z,
P.O. Box 19052,
Wellington.
WEL,
Room 2, 2nd floor,
Majestic Theatre Building,
Willis Street, Wellington.
Box 11-285,
Manners St.
Ph. 739-321
(Weekdays 10am-2pm)
Herstory Press,
P.O. Box 3871,
Wellington.
Ph. 847-583
Working Women's Alliance,
P.O. Box 9012,
Wellington.
Wellington Feminists,
38 Wright St,
Newtown,
Wellington.
Ph. 858-534
Wellington Feminist Collective,
c/- Women's Centre,
P.O. Box 3871,
Wellington.
Ph 842-222 about meetings.
WONAAC,
P.O. Box 2669,
Wellington.
Kidsarus,
P.O. Box 3871,
Ph 847-583
728-250
Socialist Feminist Study Group,
3 Kennedy Street,
Mt Victoria,
Wellington.

TE AWAMUTU
Te Awamutu Feminists,
111 Hazel mere Cres,
Te Awamutu.
or Phone Carol Jeffcoat 4320
Jill O'Dwir 7249
Jenny Mossier 6334

Waikato Abortion Action
Committee.
Ph. Hamilton 85-716

LOWER HUTT
Hutt Valley Feminists,
c/- 3 Taka Grove,
Norma ndale.
Lower Hutt.

TOKOROA

Media Women's Action Group,
Hilary Sinclair,
22 Warwick St,
Wellington.

WHANGAREI
NOW,
P.O. Box 1313,
Whangarei

WEL,
28 Clyde Street,
Tokoroa,
Ph. 65-474

MARLBOROUGH
NOW Marlborough,
P.O. Box 607,
Blenheim.

A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 380,
Tokoroa.

NAPIER

United Women's Convention 1977,
Halfway House Action Committee
P.O. Box 913,
Christchurch.
c/- 1 5 Chambers St,
Napier.
Ph. 56263
DUNEDIN

Wanganui Abortion Action Group,
Ph 34-130,
Wanganui.
'

UPPER HUTT
NOW,
18 Cruickshank Road,
Upper Hutt.

Dunedin Collective for Woman,
P.O. Box 446,
Dunedin.
Ph 37-490

N API ER/H ASTI NGS

WELLINGTON

Working Women's Alliance,
20 Gillespie Street,
Dunedin.

NOW,
A L R A N Z,
P.O. Box 1222,
Hastings.

NOW,
P.O. Box 9090,
Courtenay Place,
Wellington.
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WANGANUI

Please send any additions or
alterations to Broadsheet,
P.O. Box 47261, Auckland.

Send your contributions for the
Hogwash pages to Broadsheet,
P.O. Box 47261, Auckland.

' Hit by persons unknown’
or'trodden on by your wife!
1AA Mutual covers them all.

............. ...........................................................................*----------- 7----------------— ----------------------*--------------------- r — — ..............

........... ..............................................................

NO RAZOR! JUST RINSE AWAY THE
MASCULINE SHADOW OF UNSIGHTLY HAIR

Nothing makes a girl look more like a girl than soft,
smooth skin. But not when its sex-appeal is hidden by
unsightly hair. That’s why even the sleekest legs, the
prettiest face, the loveliest skin needs Neelo Hair Removing
Cream. Simply smooth on Neelo and rinse away ugly, un
wanted hair. No more nicks, cuts or burns. No stubble. And
no more masculine shadow on your soft, smooth skin when
you use Neelo — the safe, modem way to remove hair
from legs, face and underarms.
You’ll love Neelo. It’s so feminine! sê>
Available from chemists

WIFE A BAD
COOK?
EAT OUT WITH US
AND KEEP HER AS A PET!

THE CHEF’S
TAKEAWAYS
1 7 4 J E R V O IS R D

6.30

Californio.
^
JANE EYRE: She comes into her own. Which

7.20

means she gets her man (Michael Jayston).
ENCOUNTER: Former Auckland Star sub-editor

------------ *------ :--- LJ—“— ------- 1—^ — - -I—rrf—n—ftrct^

SAUNA
BATH
D P E N 7 DAYS A
WEEK

^ Neelo
........... ......

MANUFACTURED BY HOME PRODUCTS (NZ) LTD, AUCKLAND 5749
Ak

s ta r

i

■MIXED SAUNA
• COLOUR T V. LOUNGE
' PLUNGE POOL
• SCRUB BATHS
• LADIES NO CHARGE FOR SAUNA
• FULLY TRAINED MASSEUSE
TOPLESS AND NUDE BY REQUEST

PH. 373-185

h\e/vdd ^

The Rheem mains pressure hot water system gives you
a constant hot shower while your wife does the laundry, washes
the dishes or your kids start running a bath. If you want Rheems
of hot water, at a steady pressure, out of every tap in the house,
then this is for you. Read on.
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HOURS: 11
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Letters - continued from page 5

lazy, ill-gotten fat but their insatiable
egos as well. You’re expected and
rewarded for licking the arse of a
clothing/anything else boss for 90c.
an hour eight hours a day, and
condemned for licking their arses
for $50 for 5 minutes.

I’m 17 and only just finding out
what it’s all about. I’m speaking
for the ladies I’ve worked with as well
as myself. Massage parlours in
Auckland are run by a selection of
the most outrageous “pigs” I’ve
ever met. 97% of the girls in the
“sauna scene” (and it is a scene like
a trap) are between 15 and 19 years
old. The boss is invariably fucking
at least one of them, and the poor
woman who gets involved with him
gets regularly beaten or the threat is
always there. The girl’s social, sex
life and work life is almost complet
ely controlled and supervised. Where
she eats, dances and sleeps is checked
and followed. One job I got I had to
fuck the manager’s henchman to even
get the job. At the end of the first
night of my employment he informed
me it was customary to take one-third
of all my extra “earnings”. I walked
out and left the country before I had
time to smash all his windows.
Masseuses have no union, no support,
no unity. We are definitely united
under our oppression, but it would
take a lot of work to change things.
Just before I left Auckland all the
girls were very angry. “National” had
just made it illegal to do nude
massages. We work on commission.
We get twice as much for a nude
massage as a clothed one, and the
management certainly wasn’t about
to make any concessions to our pay
packet. It’s bread and butter. 80% of
the masseuses I know have either had
habits, got them and are into lots of
hard gear. Their money goes on
dope and the “right” clothes to get
to the top of the nightclub scene. I
didn’t intend to write this for the
sake of scandal. Horror stories about
heroin, prostitution and 16 year olds
getting bashed around by mini gang
ster creeps. It’s not a sob story - a
plea for sympathy in the form of
raids and convictions. We don’t
need salvation in the form of raids
and convictions. The Sunday papers
declare the utmost concern for the
growing problem of “sauna crime” in
our beloved godzone. The “manage
ment” says it’s good publicity and the
girls are suffering for it. A friend
recently convicted had her full length
photo in Truth, the people’s watch
dog. Another friend going through
court at the moment is bearing up

under strain I’d hate to experience.
We need solidarity to regain not just
our self respect but strength and
power. No whore I know works for
the joy of sex. It’s a position we
end up in because there are no
practical alternatives for women who
don’t want to wash floors or who
don’t stay nice enough, long enough,
to get an education. Noone, no
state or court could make me
apologise for my work and any dope
I’ve got into. I still intend pursuing
my career and really hope my friends
in Auckland get it together.
Active feminism would entail pickets
outside court rooms, marches of
not only whores, but housewives and
women in support, demanding that
prostitution in this present state is a
need fulfilled by ladies who deserve
respect not shit and slander. If I
sound angry it’s because I am, and
I don’t really know what course of
action is best, but it’s certainly time
for some. I hope you don’t consider
it a betrayal to have my name kept
out of this, but the fact I have to is
the essence of my anger.
Yours in struggle.

Seminars on
human rights commission
Recently the Government announced
that a further step will be taken
towards women obtaining equal
opportunities, when they introduce
into Parliament the Human Rights
Commission Bill. It is this Bill which
will allow women to obtain redress if
they are discriminated against on the
grounds of their sex.
In order to ensure that women are
adequately informed about the Bill,
WEA, NOW AND WALF propose to
hold a series of seminars throughout
New Zealand to explain the provisions
of the Bill.
If then you or your organisation
would be prepared to hold such a
seminar and wish any assistance from
WEA, NOW and WALF would you
NOW
WEA
Box 2946
la Ponsonby Road
Auckland
Ponsonby
Continued from page 14

the social idea of the ultra-masculine
male and those who regard women as
property objects. “Both types of men
see women as victims authorized by
society.” Gang and ritual rapes are
sexual only as a secondary motivation
where “men are proving something to
each other. ”
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Cloak and dagger stuff
Dearest Broadsheet,
Upon reading Camille Guy’s absurdly
long article, it appears to me that
Gloria Steinem is being chiefly accused
of not expressing paranoic mea maxima
culpa and of refusing to wear overalls.
This article is indicative of the
women-dividing attitude expressed by
many under the guise of radicalism.
And, looking past the cloaks and
daggers, it appears to me much more
likely that Red Stockings would be a
CIA-backed group, intent on destroy
ing solidarity and mutual trust - the
spine of the women’s movement.
Kate JasonSmith

Letters received but not published:
Alison Ayris on “ Back to Nurture", the
Auckland Copy Centre on amalgamating
incomes for income tax, Julia Vickers on
"Fear of Flying", Stella Thorp on "Learning
about Sexism in New Zealand".

Travelling
abortion theatre

This group is currently touring the
country presenting a feminist pro
abortion viewpoint through drama.
Admission to all performances is free.
Below is a tentative itinerary but the
group can only go to places where
pre-publicity has been arranged.
August 30, Levin, August 31
Wellington.
September 3 Porirua, 4 Lower Hutt,
5 Paekakariki, 8 Caterton, 9 Masterton,
16 Blenheim, 17 Kaikowa, 18-20
Christchurch, 21 Timaru, 22 Oamaru,
23-25 Dunedin, 26 Balclutha, 27
Invercargill, 28 Queenstown, October 1
Hokitika, 2 Greymouth, 3-4 Nelson,
5 Wellington, 8 Dannevirke, 9 Hastings,
10 Napier, 11 Gisborne.
If you can offer help and want to make
a donation write to :
“Backstreet Theatre Group”,
c/- Auckland Women’s Centre,
125 Ponsonby Rd,
Auckland.
Women are from infancy exhorted to
improve themselves, particularly
visually, yet when raped these are
cited as the very reason for it. Statistics
in New Zealand were for only the most
extreme forms of rape, therefore we
know little about who the rapists is
and how often rape occurs.
Joan Simmons

These back Issues of Broadsheet are still available at 40 or 60 cents.
Full set back issues (including some not mentioned here) $9
broadsheet

$j

The follow ing issues are 40c each.
No.21 August 1974 Violence against women.
Demolishing the myths about rape, wife
battering, self defence. Also non-sexist infant
readers in Albania.
No.22 September 1974 A complete issue on
women in the arts in New Zealand. Articles on
New Zealand women writers, Katherine Mans
field, Robin White, Sue Holmes, Phoebe Meikle
and others.

No.23 October 1974. Women in advertising.
Models, airline advertising, T V advertisements,
working in the freezing works.

No.30 June 1975 Hospital Amendments Act,
payment for housework, consciousness
raising, more on IW Y, Vietnamese women.
No.31 July 1975 Christchurch Women's
Centre, how Broadsheet operates, abortion
counselling, Greer, Reid on IW Y, Sue Kedgley
on New Zealand.

No.32 September 1975 Mastectomies, report
on United Women's Convention, female
offenders, report of Select Committee on
Women's Rights.
No.33 October 1975 Rape, Dorothy Jelicich,
the morality of abortion, photos from
competition, women and politics.

No.24 November 1974 Aging and Older
Women. Interview with
Cook, old
people in psychiatric hospitals, turning
thirty.

Freda

No.25 December 1974 Women .and
Religion. A feminist in a Muslim Country,
women in the Catholic church. Virgin Mary
or fallen women.
No.29.May 1975. Chinese women, interview
Robin Morgan, the problems of becoming a
woman lawyer, .I UD's, separatism.

No.34 November 1975 Solo mothers,
mother's benefit, more photos,demystifying
parliament, Muldoon, separatism revisited.
No.35 December 1975 Home Delivery,
fiction and book reviews, the Bobigny
abortion trial in France, baby wage, hating
housework.

special

No.36 January 1976 lUDs, the politics of
housework, feminists bringing up daughters,
unemployment benefit, reports of radical
feminist caucus.

The following issues are 60c each.
No.37 March 1976 Masturbation, interview
with radical lesbian feminist Charlotte Bunch,
female law students, Copper lUDs, 60c.

$i

housewives, equal pay, family planning, women
broadsheet Special $1 52 page booklet containing
at medical school, 60c.
articles like: Robin Morgan "Lesbianism and
No. 39 May 1976 Women in teaching, drugs
and women, summing up IWY, the PM's
Conference, 60c.

Send this form to:
P.O. Box 47261, Auckland
Your name .......................
Address ..............................
Poster of December 1975 cover at 50c

Feminism", Jo Freeman "The Tyranny of
Structurelessness", Beverly Fisher "Put your
money where your Movement is". Six articles
in all and pages of photographs. Invaluable for
discussion groups and women's studies.

Please send me the following:
Quantity
Price
|□
□ E Subscription at $6
Overseas Subscription $NZ 8

1 1Broadsheet special at $1 1□
issues at 40c each i__ i
1
__ 1Back
N o s....................................
n ~ Back issues at 60 c each □
Nos .................................
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