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MP Marilyn Waring talks to Broadsheet
Nursing the under-rated profession

Maori Women: two battles to fight.
Female genital mutilation still happens in Africa



fronting up the workers’ report to the readers

Broadsheet Office
65 Victoria St West.
Ph 378-954
Hours : 9 a.m. - 2.30 p.m. (approx) Tuesday -

Friday

Subscriptions
Rosemary’s load would be lightened and she could do 
lots more productive things if people could remember to 
renew subscriptions promptly i.e. before a reminder 
notice needs to be sent. She still welcomes any women 
who can give a hand with the monthly task of mailing 
out subscription copies.

Gift subscriptions for Christmas

Wondering about Christmas presents already ? Why not a 
year’s subscription to “Broadsheet” ? On p. 40 you will 
find a form to cut out and send in for a gift subscription 
to be sent to your friend or relative from December 
1976. The recipient will also receive a pamphlet with 
information about “Broadsheet” and a gift card with the 
name of the giver.

On the scrounge again

Thanks to all those lovely readers who have given us 
much-needed equipment. Unfortunately, as our work 
expands we find that we need more things. This time it’s 
a bookcase (or better still, bookcases); a blackboard; a 
typewriter; folders - manila and looseleaf; sellotape (big 
rolls), paper clips, a reliable clock, and cardboard boxes 
(the sort that computer cards come in) for filing our 
many newsletters, etc. If you know of a cheap source of 
supply for these or any other office necessities we’d 
love to know about it, too.

Advertising
We are still very keen to improve our financial position 
by increasing the number of ads. in “Broadsheet”. If you 
know of anyone who could advertise in “Broadsheet”, 
please put them in touch with us.

Photo exhibition
The photo exhibition has now left the “Broadsheet” 
office and begun its tour around New Zealand. It can be 
seen at the Wellington Public Library from October 25th 
- November 12th, and in the Christchurch Town Hall 
from November 22nd to December 17th. Don’t miss it 
when it comes to your centre.

We have black and white “Womanvision” Photographic 
Exhibition posters for sale, and three-colour “Broadsheet”

posters, with a beautiful design by Vanya Lowry. See the 
advertisements elsewhere in this issue. “Broadsheet” car 
stickers are also still available to readers on request. To 
try and reach more people, we have had a lot of pam
phlets telling people about “Broadsheet” printed. They 
are attractive and informative. If you can distribute 
them (i.e. place them in a public library, waiting room, 
or other public place) please let us know and we will 
post them to you.

Friends of Broadsheet

We thought that when we had two part-time paid 
workers on “Broadsheet” the workload would ease. But 
no. We want to raise our standards, and do more things 
(like the Photo Exhibition) and the work keeps 
escalating. We find that the editorial and lay-out groups 
become unwieldy with more than half-a-dozen women, 
but we need more women to help with all the other jobs 
which keep cropping up just when writing articles or 
laying out the magazine become urgent. These jobs 
include typing out handwritten letters/articles, recycling 
envelopes, transcribing taped interviews, filing and cross- 
referencing the many newsletters and magazines which 
arrive each month, preparing magazines, posters and the 
like for mailing, and coping with the 1001 other little 
jobs that surface from time to time.

Lots of readers have expressed a desire to help us, but 
not everyone wants to write articles, or has lots of time 
to give. But if enough women could pledge just one or 
two hours per week to helping “Broadsheet” , we could 
get so much more done. If you are sure that you have 
that much time to spare, and can handle any of the jobs 
listed above then please ring “Broadsheet” on a Wednesday 
and ask for Christine. She will ask you where your 
interests lie and arrange a time for you to come in and 
help.

We can’t offer much in exchange, except sympathetic 
women to talk to and work with, first go at our feminist 
library, and a sense of involvement in a going concern.

And there sure is a lot going on, so if you can promise 
us your presence, even for just an hour a week, we’ll be 
very glad to see you.

Submissions to Broadsheet
We are receiving a lot of letters and really like reading 
them. Letters for publication should be kept short to 
allow as many as possible to be published, say 400 words.

All letters, group news, coming events should be typed.
At the moment many items are hand written and this 
means we must type them ourselves before they are sent 
for typesetting. We are all only 2-finger typists so this is 
time-consuming. Please make sure your contribution is 
typed, double-spaced. If it is absolutely impossible for 
you to type something then carefully print it, missing 
every second line.
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le fa
M m at feminist socials

Dear Broadsheet,

Last night I went to the Feminist 
Street Theatre Suffrage Day show. I 
also went to the social afterwards and I 
am still feeling angry at an incident 
which occurred there. I want to share 
the anger because I think that this is 
the sort of incident that seems to 
happen every time men are invited to 
feminist social events, and I think we 
should finally learn not to allow men 
to disrupt our sharing of sisterhood 
at these times.

Quite late in the evening there was a 
terrible scream from outside. Everyone 
stopped talking, and several women 
went to find out what had happened. 
Somebody near me asked what was 
going on, to which an incredibly crass 
male voice said, “ Oh, it’s just someone 
getting raped, Ha! ha!” His female 
companion giggled and said, “ I told 
you you shouldn’t have come,” as one 
woman turned round and replied 
“Someone’s going to be castrated in a 
minute,” and I and a couple of other 
women told him to shut up, he wasn’t 
funny.

About ten minutes later several women 
decided to confront him and ask him 
to leave, because he was so utterly 
insensitive to women, and we didn’t 
want him at our celebration. When I 
asked him if he thought rape funny, 
he told me I was “fucked in the head” 
for not taking what he said as a joke. I 
lost my temper completely at this 
point and told him to get out, verbally 
backed up by at least two other 
women. Then a male friend of his 
joined in, after complaining that we 
wouldn’t let him get a word in edge
wise (why the hell should we ?) and 
asked me to try to see his friend’s point 
of view ! They both maintained that 
they had been invited to be there, and 
that we had no right to ask this man 
to leave, although we found him so 
offensive. Eventually he did leave, 
saying he was going because he wanted 
to, not because he’d been told to.

Why should men, especially “liberal” 
men who “support” feminists, be 
allowed to do this to us on occasions 
when we can enjoy just being together 
and communicating with other women? 
These two men were equally insulting, 
but at least the first was reasonably 
honest about his arrogant sexism. The 
second was a typical “revolutionary 
runt” — he had sat right through the 
show and then made patronising 
comments like; “ You didn’t reach him 
love (!!!); you can’t expect him to see 
your point of view, if you won’t listen 
to him; telling him he’s crass and 
insensitive won’t help him understand” , 
(after I’d been told I was “fucked in 
the head” — if I am, it’s hardly any 
wonder.) Why should we put our 
energy into making men like this 
understand when all we wanted to do 
was be happy and celebrate what little 
we have gained in the last 80-odd years? 
Why should I be told to listen to yet 
another male point of view, when 
that’s all women have done for 
thousands of years, and they never 
listen to ours ? Why should I be 
interested in helping men overcome 
their hang-ups just so they can go on 
oppressing me and my sisters ? There 
were women there I would have liked 
to talk to about this, e.g. the ones 
supporting their men, but I was too 
angry. I’m sorry that that chance of 
communication was lost because of 
this man’s stupid, shitty remark, and I 
think the anger will take a long time 
to disappear. “ I’m sick of fuckers 
fucking-over me!”

In sisterhood,
Karen Muller.

(P.S. The scream was somebody’s 
sick idea of a joke.)

Policewomen in the 
movement.

Dear Broadsheet,

The Auckland Women’s Union opposes 
the decision of the Auckland Women’s 
Centre to admit policewomen to their 
meetings and social evenings.

If a policewoman is a member of both 
the Women’s Centre and the police- 
force, the success of any revolutionary 
activity would be threatened by her 
presence because police are agents of 
the state before all else.

The male dominated and devised state, 
with police as its agents, is designed to 
keep the status quo not to change it. 
Therefore a feminist policewoman is a 
contradiction: and any woman in this 
position is in a very awkward situation 
with two alternatives. She can either 
leave the force and fight oppression 
from without, or she can commit her
self to changing the power-structures 
solely from within - in which case she 
can hardly be a member of a revolution
ary organisation which by nature is 
subversive.

We understand this decision means the 
Women’s Centre has no revolutionary 
aims at all but is a place for new 
feminists to go and be channelled 
elsewhere in time, to other groups.

Auckland Women’s Union

per Liz Boak

Bourgeois and reactionary

S isters,

The reality of economic class for 
woman doesn’t need Broadsheet to 
give it legitimacy. After all, Broadsheet 
is itself proof of the strength and 
pervasion of bourgeois ideology. Take 
for instance, the reactionary (if 
thorough) editorial in the September 
issue which would have us believe we 
are substantially worse off under the 
present government. All present 
political parties are anti-woman in the 
feminist sense. So this article becomes 
diversionary. Similarly, the interview 
with Willie Mae Reid should have 
begun on the question with which it 
ended - how could we ensure that 
feminism would be part of a socialist 
revolution ? Even the article on 
Feminism/Socialism seemed like a dry 
token gesture on the part of Broadsheet



I think Broadsheet women are reject
ing revolutionary women’s struggle to 
present us with a nice magazine and in 
doing so are rejecting liberation for the 
mass of women who are too busy 
working and looking after others to 
look for a personal solution.

For those who think our struggles are 
not political, look at the role of the 
housewife in relation to the state: in 
the social factory (home and family) 
the worker is even more directly under 
state control than the worker in the 
factory !

As the majority of us women in this 
society are forced to be social and 
reproductive workers, shouldn’t we 
be trying to organise ourselves to 
action at that level ?

Personal consciousness-raising by 
itself doesn’t create change and in fact 
can look like the passivity men would 
like us to retain. We’ve been passive 
too long.

I am looking forward to the day when 
Broadsheet stops playing safe and 
starts taking more of a responsibility 
towards the Feminist Revolution we 
all want to see. As Willie Mae Reid 
says, we are the victim and we must 
become revolutionaries and force 
change.

■In closing I would like to quote from 
Maria Della Costa.

“Women’s Liberation needs to :
- destroy sociology as the ideology of 
the social services which bases itself 
on the proposition that this society is 
the “norm”; if you are a person in 
rebellion, you are a deviant.
- destroy psychology and psychiatry 
which spend their time convincing us 
that our problems are personal hang
ups and that we must adjust to a 
lunatic world. These so called 
disciplines and sciences will increasingly 
incorporate our demands in order 
more efficiently to redirect our forces 
into safe channels under their steward
ship. Unless we deal with them, they 
will deal with us.
- discredit once and for all, social workers, 
progressive educators, marriage-guidance 
councillors and the whole army of experts 
whose function is to keep men, women 
and children functioning within the social 
framework, each by their own special 
brand of social frontal lobotomy.”

These are the patriarchal capitalist 
institutions which affect us and seem to 
be a largely accepted part of our lives; 
showing the insidiousness of the existing 
ideology - that which is male-dominated, 
male oriented and bourgeois. Class

consciousness and political awareness 
are a very vital part of our struggle !

Liz Boak.

H ie place of <fae 
“un-radical ”

Dear Broadsheet,

In your September issue Daphne 
Terpstra raises questions as to the 
nature of “radical” and “non
radical” feminism. “ Radical” means 
getting down to the tap-roots of 
problems and situations and has 
nothing to do with left and right in 
the tidy male political spectrum.

Speaking as a gardener, I consider

there is no other way to grow plants 
or approach social problems. No 
amount of pruning or splashing 
fertilizer on the leaves of a plant will 
help it if the roots are sick and under
nourished. Similarly, achieving the 
vote was of limited use to women as 
long as they allowed men to continue 
co dominate political parties, 
commerce and business. Achieving a 
benefit for solo mothers as good as, or 
better than, the minimum wage is no 
good, as long as there are more solo 
mothers than fathers - it merely 
ensures they will keep carrying the 
baby when a relationship breaks up. 
Equal pay is no use without equal 
opportunity, a fair sharing of domestic 
tasks and flexible working hours 
(because otherwise women workers 
remain oppressed and overworked 
compared to men).

None of these things will ever be put 
right unless we have a revolution in 
the hearts and minds of both men and 
women and both take over their share 
of responsibilities as well as rights 
from the others’ sphere. Men would
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then feel an equal responsibility for 
care of children and home (even if by 
mutual agreement many still delegated 
it to their wives, and vice versa) and 
women an equal responsibility for 
financial, political and business 
decisions made in the community.
They would then feel equal guilt and 
desire to get into politics and change 
things if a wrong decision appeared to 
have been made on their behalf.

This ideal state of affairs will not just 
happen but must be pushed by those 
who suffer most by its absence, 
though both sexes will benefit when it 
is achieved. (All men will lose is the 
privilege of cowering in a corner of 
the school-ground with a bigger pile 
of goodies than they are entitled to, 
something no mature man will object 
to). In pushing for the revolution, 
women will use various tactics, from 
persuasion and education through 
quiet insistence to aggressive confront
ation. The last may frighten Daphne 
Terpstra, mostly because aggression is 
something women have been condition
ed to feel is wrong (and yet they raise 
generations of cannon fodder and 
woman the munitions plant with 
pride).

Effective aggression is not destructive, 
is based on solidarity, and is used only 
to achieve the desired object rather 
than express centuries of pent-up 
revenge. There is always a danger of 
immoderation, with so much to make 
us angry, and women like Ms.
Terpstra have a big part to play if they 
are not afraid to get in there and 
exercise restraint (not timidity) rather 
than leaving the field of action to the 
angriest of us.

Daphne Terpstra is particularly 
concerned that radicalism means 
dictating the form in which she 
expresses her sexuality. Speaking as a 
radical feminist living in a heterosexual 
relationship (but also enjoying auto
erotic and homosexual feelings not 
consummated in the same degree) I 
can assure her that this is not so.

My choice does mean living with a 
degree of daily, loving, political 
vigilance in the home with husband 
and son, which is an extra difficulty 
which every married radical feminist 
must face. To make it feasible at all, 
she must be lucky enough to be 
partnered with a relatively liberated 
male. We have reared so few of these 
as yet that lesbianism remains the 
only practical course for probably a 
majority of radical feminists and they 
are quite correct to warn their sisters 
of the heartache, despair and deflection



from effective revolution they face if 
they mate with an average, unliberated 
male.

Those lesbians go too far who prescribe 
their own path for all, as radical 
feminism is quite consistent with any 
sexual mode including celibacy, 
bisexualism and a succession of part
ners as well as commitment to one 
partner of either sex. The only thing it 
will not mix with is the dominant- 
submissive perversion which grew from 
the caste - relation between the sexes 
which we are trying to change. That, of 
course, does infect most “normal” 
marriages.

I have described what it means to be a 
radical feminist, not what it means to 
go further and be a radical and a 
feminist. That stage arises when, like 
Ms. Terpstra, you see that even after 
the feminist revolution there will be 
oppressed people unless we work all 
along for the liberation of everybody. 
Since she has this vision, she is of 
immense value to the feminist move
ment and I hope she feels able to 
step off the sidelines and join with her 
sisters so that she can spread her wider 
vision among those who lack it. (She 
will be surprised to find how many 
already share it despite the media’s 
tendency to air our differences for 
sensation, and Broadsheet’s airing them 
in hopes of a healthy resolution).

She must therefore fight clear of the 
obsessive kiwi fear of schism (in 
political parties, between union and 
employer, in organisations) and realise 
that conflict is normal and healthy 
because none of us has identical 
interests, but that it can be resolved 
or transcended in those huge areas 
where we do have common interest.
At the moment our common interests 
are defeated by the few who rely on 
our fear of conflict to keep us divided.
Karen J. Butterworth

Dear Broadsheet,

Of course the non-radical feminist has 
a place in the feminist movement. 
Sometimes the success of changes 
wrought by radicals has been ensured 
by the spadework of more conserva
tive members who shun the limelight.

A campaign, to be effective, requires 
as many members as possible, from all 
walks of life, who bring to it, a variety 
of ideas. Those who are prepared to 
advertise by “ letting it all hang out” 
cannot afford to dispense with the 
support offered by those favouring the 
middle line approach. The latter help 
to maintain the balance. All radicals

are not advocates of violence. But 
non-radicals bring a soothing influence 
to bear on situations, which, because 
of the vagaries of human nature, could 
erupt into violence and thus set off a 
chain reaction in the form of fresh 
resentment.

No worthwhile cause can afford to 
disregard integrity of purpose - and 
this includes accommodating those 
who are prepared to move only one 
step at a time, fearful of, otherwise, 
being swept away in a social or 
political torrent over which they have 
lost control.

Some women have got the impression 
a radical feminist means one who 
despises the male sex. Such an im
pression is unfortunate and it would 
be foolish to let it become a fixed 
idea.

Women and men are “human beings”. 
What has happened is that a condition 
of life necessary to planetary survival 
in the beginning of time was related 
to male protection of the family unit, 
hence a necessary supremacy of the 
male which a technological age has 
rendered obsolete. Certain aspects of 
psychology connected with a sense of 
male dominance have survived to act 
as social obstructions to female 
intellectual advancement.

In recent years, it has become apparent 
that, perhaps because of the improved 
circumstances they already enjoy, 
some women are not as radical as they 
might be when it comes to matters 
affecting the future of their families. 
Women have been known to act as 
strike breakers by failing to support 
their husbands in matters relating to 
industrial disputes. This is an example 
of how it could be possible for lack of 
radicalism to leave women open to 
exploitation.

It is important for a cause to take into 
consideration all outside influences, to 
cultivate an awareness of the foibles 
of human nature and make allowances 
fbr them. It is not always men who are 
responsible for curtailing female 
enlightenment - but members of the 
female sex whose comfortable lives 
may be dependent on the continuing 
servility of other women.

Equal opportunities for women must 
begin with the acknowledgement 
amongst women themselves of a basic 
equality, and this implies a realistic 
recognition of the place of the non
radical in the feminine cause.

Eleanor Moyles,
Auckland (abridged).
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What were those men 
doing?

The letter published below was 
received by Broadsheet about the 
drama evening held by the 
Hamilton Feminists. On page 39 
in our Grapevine section, some of 
the women involved in the pro
duction answer these criticisms.

Dear Broadsheet,

What a disappointment the drama- 
social evening staged by the Hamilton 
Feminists, August 31, turned out to 
be. I was disappointed for two main 
reasons. First the plays themselves; 
the general tone, with one or two 
exceptions, seemed negative, morose 
and anti-women, presenting women in 
the stereotyped role(s) that feminists 
are working to overthrow.

These plays lacked that final hint of 
hope, the determination to get out, or 
glimpse of enlightenment one usually 
associates with feminist drama. Nor 
did the plays have any progression. 
These plays are the sort of thing that 
is seen on television with no indication 
that they are feminist. The sad part 
was that most of the audience laughed 
and chuckled at what seemed to me 
the most oppressive of scenes.

My second major criticism was the 
participation of men in the acting and 
in the technical side of stage manage-^ 
ment. Moreover, 75% of the credits on 
the programme went to men. And 
when the performances were over, men 
again were given such warm thanks 
(and presents) while very little if 
anything was said about the work the 
women had put into the production.

I have always thought that one of the 
most basic principles of feminism is 
that women become self-sufficient 
and free themselves by acquiring new 
skills and thereby overcome traditional 
dependence on men in so many fields, 
stage management and lighting being 
a case in point.

I asked if we could have a discussion 
about the production. Most people 
had had an enjoyable evening and 
disagreed with our criticisms. I was 
told - there are no feminist plays the 
way I want them (like Hell there 
aren’t) and worst of all “We couldn’t 
have done it without the men.” !

Miepy Carstensen



SEPTEMBER 25 - About 7000 
people marched down Queen Street 
last night to protest against abortion. 
Slides of mothers, babies and foetuses 
were shown on a large screen mounted 
on the tray of a truck and a comment
ary was broadcast by loudspeaker. The 
march was organised by SPUC, and to 
an onlooker, a large proportion appear
ed to be schoolchildren.

SEPTEMBER 28-Sue Glazebrook, a 
junior lecturer in the History depart
ment at Auckland University, is the 
students’ association women’s rights 
officer, taking up her appointment at 
the beginning of next year. Several 
areas within the university need 
tackling, said Ms Glazebrook. These 
include numbers and distribution of 
women in the university, course

Womanvision poster

M numvision
An exhibition o f photographs by women

Auckland: Public Library. September 27-October 14 
Wellington: Theatre 87. 87 The Terrace. October 18-24 
Wellington Public Library. October 25 - November 12 
Christchurch: Town Hall. November 22 December 17 

Dunedin: The Regent Theatre Fover. TheOctagon. January 17 - 
February 10

Hamilton: Public Library. February 14 March 11

presented by Btwds/ieet 
Ac&r Yea Innds feminist nmmzine

Send 50c to:

P.O. Box 47261, Auckland

Postage and packing included.

content, the domestic responsibilities 
that many women have to contend 
with in addition to their studies, and 
sexism in lectures.

SEPTEMBER 28 - Speaking to the 
annual conference of the National 
Council of Women, Mr. Muldoon 
claimed the “aggressively” liberated 
woman was a sad person - because she 
is seeking for something she will never 
really find. He claimed there is “a vast 
range of opportunity for women in 
every walk of life to fulfill themselves 
as wives, mothers or in the careers of 
their choice”. He went on to say that 
some women “incorrectly confuse 
equality with interchangeability” . And 
that he has a “high regard and admira
tion for the fortitude and compassion 

• which women bring to the domestic, 
the institutional and the national 
scene”.

SEPTEMBER 28 - President of the 
National Council of Women, Grace 
Hollander, says militants in the 
women’s movement are a menace, and 
that they (we?) are “planting a knife 
in society’s vulnerable heart - the 
family” .

SEPTEMBER 29- The best 
mothers are no longer stay-at-homes, 
according to the British Institute for 
Family and Environmental Research. 
“Women who work at a reasonable 
job are likely to make better mothers,” 
it said, “because they do not have to 
stay at home and fret over their lack 
of outside interests.”

SEPTEMBER 29 - All working 
women will benefit from the Equal 
Pay Act and all women and their 
employers should know their rights 
and responsibilities under the act.
This is the object of a publicity and 
education campaign launched yester
day by the National Advisory Council 
on the Employment of Women to 
coincide with the fourth step towards

equal pay. The fourth step is due 
October 1st, and the fifth and last 
step must be made by April 1st next 
year.

OCTOBER 4 - The national 
executive director of the Family 
Planning Association, Peggy Zeisler, 
said doctors and family planners had 
freely admitted breaking the law in 
prescribing contraceptives to under- 
16s, yet the law had never been 
invoked against these people. She 
added: “I feel quite sure that the law 
will be repealed. It has been broken so 
frequently it’s becoming useless”. The 
FPA was essentially there to help 
parents when it came to educating 
children; but some parents were 
failing, she said.

OCTOBER 5 - The Commerce 
Commission hearing on bread prices, 
in Wellington today, will make the 
first time a woman has presided over a 
tribunal with special jurisdiction.
Ms. M.A. Hercus, the deputy 
chairman (sic) of the commission, will 
control the delayed appeal of the New 
Zealand Association of Bakers against 
a decision of the Secretary of Trade 
and Industry on an increase in the 
price of bread.

OCTOBER 6 - Equal sharing of 
matrimonial property when marriages 
break up is a concept being explored 
in detail by Parliament’s Statutes 
Revision Committee. Members on 
both sides of the committee are 
believed to have changed their minds 
in response to the evidence and the 
results of cross-examination. But, 
changed their minds to what 
conclusion ?

OCTOBER 9 - Sweden will get its 
first woman Foreign Minister when 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Thorbjoern 
Faelldin, names his cabinet, official 
sources said yesterday in Stockholm. 
She is Ms. Karin Soeder, who has been 
active in Mr. Faelldin’s Centre Party 
for 20 years and entered Parliament 
five years ago.
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Maori women on the move
Feminists are often criticised for being middle-class. 
Women’s Liberation is said to have no meaning or 
appeal to working-class and minority group women. Is 
it true? Yes and no. Middle-class Pakeha women in 
New Zealand haven’t made much effort to 
communicate with their working-class, Maori and 
Polynesian sisters. Yet despite this lack of contact, 
there are feminists among the Maori women of New 
Zealand. Maori women are on the move, combatting 
sexism as well as racism. “Broadsheet” went to 
interview a Maori woman in the forefront of the 
struggle.

6

Donna Awatere doesn’t want to go 
back to the past, the “ Golden Age” of 
Maori culture. She believes that the 
role of Maori women in the past has 
been overrated. Today, even on the 
very few maraes on which women are 
allowed to speak, the men are still 
given precedence. In pre-European 
society Maori women had a lower 
status than men, and female infanti
cide was common. In Pakeha society, 
at this time, women were denied 
political and legal rights. So when 
Pakeha men took over New Zealand, 
Maori women, got the worst of both 
worlds. Today, Maori women are the 
most oppressed women in New 
Zealand. Donna visualises their 
situation, and their hope of liberation, 
in this way.

Oppression

Awareness + knowledge = power

Maori women are very oppressed, but 
now some are becoming aware and 
gaining the knowledge which will give 
them the power to effect political 
change. They have an uphill battle, as 
even the new Maori movements show 
little concern for women. Urban 
maraes, for example, are still very 
male-oriented, with the men up front 
making the speeches and the women 
in the kitchen washing the dishes.

Donna has a long history of involve
ment in the struggle for Maori and 
women’s rights. She joined Nga 
Tamatoa, the radical Maori rights 
group, in 1970, when it was first 
formed. She was also a member of 
Women for Equality, one of the first 
“new wave” feminist groups in 
Auckland, and Auckland University 
Women’s Liberation. But there were 
no other Maori women involved in 
Women’s Liberation at the time, and 
she felt alone.1 She became more 
involved in Maori groups, and 
completed her M.A. (Hons) thesis on 
the development of ethnic attitudes 
and awareness among Maori primary 
school children. She Went to Training



College because she believed that she 
could help bring about change within 
the system. But a year of teaching 
showed her that individuals can’t 
bring about change by themselves - 
group effort is necessary. She was 
involved in three Educational Develop
ment Conference groups which made 
strong recommendations on improving 
education for Maoris - none of which 
have been implemented. Something 
more was needed.

At the beginning of this year Donna 
spent two months in the United States. 
She visited a lot of feminist organisa
tions. They were full of white women, 
middleclass women. The issues they 
were grappling with, such as women’s 
health centres, legal aid for women, 
radical feminist therapy, weren’t 
reaching black women. The white 
women had enough money and leisure 
to devote to these issues, while the 
poor black women were struggling for 
survival. Nevertheless, there were 
black feminist groups, but with a 
different emphasis.

When Donna returned to New Zealand, 
she was able to recognise the same 
syndrome here. The feminist organis
ations are largely made up of Pakeha 
women with middle-class backgrounds. 
The reasons why are not hard to find. 
Maori women have a lot to struggle 
with. In the school system they have 
to struggle with the denigration of 
females right from the word go.
(Donna has refused to use the infant 
readers which depict girls in passive 
roles, boys in active ones, and she can 
see it starting right there.) On top of 
that, research has shown that the 
longer Maori children remain at school, 
the more negative they become about 
things Maori, and the more positive 
they become about things Pakeha.
This is bad enough for the boys, but 
even worse for the girls, who also feel 
bad about being female. Maori girls 
fail at school, because the schools fail 
Maori girls. The extent to which they 
fail is revealed in this alarming statistic 
- 72% of all Maori girls leave school 
without School Certificate. 88% of 
Maori working women have no 
qualifications - which means that they 
end up with poorly-paid, boring jobs. 
They have Hobson’s choice - the 
alternative to such jobs is marriage.

Maori men work mostly at “lower 
status” jobs, yet they still earn more 
than Pakeha women. Maori women 
come at the bottom of the wage pile. 
This lack of money is felt in all areas 
of Maori life. In health, for example. 
At present the Maori infant death rate 
is five times the Pakeha death rate, 
while the life expectancy for Maori 
women is ten years less than that of 
Pakeha women. In the U.S. black 
women are setting up health clinics 
which provide free treatment. Similar 
services are needed in New Zealand, 
where there are big imbalances in 
available health services - only six 
doctors for the 35,000 inhabitants of 
Mangere for example, while 150 
doctors make their homes in the 
wealthy Eastern suburbs.

There is no personal 
solution: there is only 
group action for group 

solutions.

Yet how can the oppressed people 
gain their rights? To gain the necessary 
knowledge and awareness takes time - 
precious leisure time which many 
Maori women do not have. Donna 
realised this when she became aware 
of the need for consciousness-raising 
among Maori women. It was obvious 
that Maori men weren’t going to fight 
for the rights of Maori women, so they 
had to do it for themselves. In their 
private lives, most Maori women had 
accepted oppressive systems, such as 
the Pakeha marriage system, and such 
systems were now trapping them. 
Donna looked for and cyclostyled 
articles on all sorts of issues relevant 
to women, and gave them to Maori 
women friends to read, as a basis for 
discussion at meetings. But the women 
she gave them to were all wives, 
mothers and workers, and they were 
also involved in working for Maori 
rights and they just didn’t have enough 
energy left over for women’s issues. It 
was obvious mat a new approach was 
needed.

Early in 1976 Nga Tamatoa in Auck
land was re-formed, principally by 
Hilda Halkyard and Rebecca Evans. 
Donna wanted it to fight sexism as

well as racism. There were only three 
male members at first, but the women 
found that it was just like the earlier 
days of Nga Tamatoa, with the women 
doing the work and the men taking 
the glory. This time, however, the 
women were not prepared to accept 
it. They held several sessions devoted 
to women’s issues such as Maori 
women and health, and the women 
became more aware of sexism as well 
as racism. Two men who persisted in 
attacking and criticising the group 
were expelled. Donna has plenty of 
self-confidence, and can handle 
criticism, but many of the younger 
women felt threatened and miserable. 
One woman even left the group, but 
returned when the men left. Donna 
says that this sister has since blossomed 
out, and become much stronger.

Despite such disagreements with Maori 
men, Donna still believes in black 
unity before black/white unity, even 
where women are concerned. She 
turns to Maori sisters before Pakeha 
sisters. Maori women must struggle for 
their own needs, before the needs of 
Pakeha women. After all, how many 
Pakeha women are fighting for the 
needs of Maori women ? Donna regrets 
that she cannot be more involved in 
other pressing issues, such as the anti
nuclear protest, but there is so much 
to be done, and one must have 
priorities.

Donna firmly believes that “ the 
personal is the political” . She believes 
that in your personal life you must 
live your political principles. She was 
very frank about her personal life in 
her talk with “ Broadsheet” , although 
she realises that it lays her open for 
attack, but she believes that in private 
life people act out their true principles. 
Thus she opposes the hypocrisy of a 
Maori brother standing up to make 
“public and political” speech about 
racism, when in his “private and 
personal” life he acts in a sexist way. 
This purity of principle has made her 
unpopular with some Maori men. As 
far as Donna is concerned, “love is a 
politically-determined emotion” and 
“romance is the opiate of oppressed 
women.”

She elaborated on these statements by 
referring to the liaisons which Maori
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We may think that we have found a personal solution, 
but in reality we have only adapted to the best of the 

bad alternatives.

men form with Pakeha women. To 
Donna, these are not merely personal 
relationships, but political units. She 
has examined the pattern of relation
ships in the Maori Graduates Associa
tion, among Maori artists, even in Nga 
Tamatoa itself, and has found that 
Maori men seek out Pakeha women in 
preference to Maori women. Maori 
women take a secondary role, as 
“mates” , drinking buddies. She puts 
this down to several factors. One is 
“the grass is greener” syndrome - 
Pakeha women tend to have higher 
status, more money, more contacts 
and other advantages than Maori 
women. She also thinks that Pakeha 
women find Maori men attractive, and 
seek them out. Maori men are not 
immune to pressures of the “Playboy” 
type either - the stereotype of 
feminine beauty in our society is an 
exaggeration of typically European 
attributes - blond hair, wide blue eyes, 
big bosom, etc. Donna also criticises 
the activist Maori men who have a 
“permanent” relationship with a white 
woman, but who sleep with Maori 
women on the side. She wouldn’t mind 
so much if those white women became 
involved in the struggle for Maori 
rights, but at the recent national Nga 
Tamatoa Conference she found that 
they stayed on the sidelines. She 
concludes that the Maori man/Pakeha 
woman is not an effective political 
unit.

How does a Maori woman feel when 
she is rejected in favour of a Pakeha 
woman ? Terrible. Donna knows that 
the Maori women feel inadequate and 
very hurt - she has felt it herself. To 
her a Maori man walking down the 
street, a Pakeha woman on one arm is 
the ultimate sell-out, - a living testi
mony to the Hunn Report, * an 
example of assimilation, not 
integration. She realises that it may 
be hard for Pakeha women to sever 
their relationships with Maori men, 
but she asks why Maori women should 
always come last ? She thinks such a 
move is necessary until Maori women 
can build up the self-esteem, 
confidence and awareness to bring 
about change. She feels that Pakeha 
women have no concept of Maori

* An official report on Maoris 
published in 1961 which stated that 
the assimilation of Maoris into 
Pakeha culture was a desirable trend.

values and feelings, and even the 
feminists, who should be supportive, 
often show little sympathy.

Nevertheless, she is hopeful that things 
are changing. Always outspoken, she 
has made herself unpopular, both 
within and without the Movement, 
with her radical ideas. She thinks that 
this is due to the fact that her 
University training has made her very 
articulate - she finds it easier to speak 
out than most Maoris and women do. 
So she expresses what other people are 
almost afraid to think. In 1970 she 
had eggs thrown at her at a factory 
meeting merely for talking about equal 
pay. Now, of course, equal pay is a 
highly respectable field of endeavour,

and women are also able to discuss 
concepts like suburban neurosis, child 
care and so-on without feeling angry 
and threatened. She has found the 
same thing happening on the Maori 
language issue. Several years ago the 
liberals would not support the demand 
for Maori language to be taught in all 
schools. Now they are reaping the 
benefits of that agitation (more jobs 
for Maori teachers, etc.) while the 
radicals remain out on a limb, un
acceptable within the system, but still 
dedicated to changing it.

She is adamant that there is no person
al solution; there is only group action 
for group solutions. We may think 
that we have found a personal solution,
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but in reality we have only adapted to 
the best of the bad alternatives.

“Broadsheet” asked Donna for her 
opinion of Maori opposition to abor
tion. This is an issue which she has had 
many arguments about with Maori 
friends. How much of the opposition 
is adherence to “true” Maori values 
(for we now know that the Maoris 
practised infanticide and that they 
had abortion “recipes” and procedures 
in their tradition) and how much is 
due to a Christian cultural overlay? 
Donna thinks that the latter is more 
important. Maori women do come to 
the Auckland Medical Aid Trust 
Hospital for abortions, but they are 
mostly solo mothers or women who 
already have large families. Maori girls 
have a high pre-marital pregnancy rate 
and they are discouraged from seeking 
abortions. Donna worries about the 
futures of those girls. (The latest anti
abortion car sticker is “Abortion is 
racial suicide.” Which race ? Dr.Dunn, 
a leading anti-abortionist, has expressed 
his fear that the European race will 
abort itself out of existence, leaving 
New Zealand wide open for a takeover 
by the “less civilised” Maori race. Yet 
Maoris worry that abortion will be 
forced on them as a way of limiting 
their race. Who’s kidding who ? Both 
sides seem more concerned with 
racial one-up-manship than with 
the needs of women, be they Maori or 
Pakeha.)

Donna is also concerned about the 
large number of Maori girls and women 
who come off badly in our judicial 
system. 7 5% of female prison inmates 
are Maori. In our judicial system she 
sees an interaction between race, class 
and sex. The system is racially biased, 
both in its police branch (90% of Task 
Force arrests are of Maori and 
Polynesian people) and in the courts, 
where Maoris and Polynesians receive 
heavier sentences than white for the 
same offences. The fact that most 
Maoris are working class means that 
they lack the know-how and the 
money to put up a good defence, to 
hire good lawyers, and so on. Finally, 
the Maori woman is on the receiving 
end of sex as well as class and race 
prejudice.

What can be done ? Donna has been 
involved in all the “conventional” 
methods of bringing about change - 
making submissions, publishing a

newspaper, demonstrating, public 
speaking, organising conferences, and 
so on. However, the newly re-formed 
Nga Tamatoa also wants to move in 
new directions. For example, into 
composing new songs. They are 
concerned that much of the music 
that Maoris listen to is of the “Baby 
Blue” variety - romantic slush. So they 
are composing songs with easy and 
catchy tunes, but with better words. 
Donna is a trained singer, and she has

Woman of the Revolution

been involved in composing and 
singing these songs. She sang us a 
couple, and we are reproducing the 
words here.
Black women suffer a double oppress
ion - racism and sexism. White women 
must gain the awareness and know
ledge which Donna speaks of to cross 
the racial boundaries which separate us 
and affirm our sisterhood.

Christine Dann

Woman of the revolution, where are you going ?
Woman of the revolution, who and what are you showing ? 
Tell me the cause of your problems, so that I can understand 
Does the main cause of your problems, centre around man ? 
I see oppression, written on your face 
And you worry why cancer kills our race 
How many children are born in this place 
Is contraception such a hard step to take ?
Is this a hard step to take (2)

Woman of the revolution, I see where you’re going 
Woman of the revolution, to me you have .shown 
The cause of your problems, so that I can understand 
That Maori women need to get together and make a stand 
Make a stand
Maori women get together and make a stand.
Do you wonder, can you tell me why ?
Do you worry, that Maori babies die ?
Tell me the reason, so that I can understand 
Or is the problem just that this is a racist land ?
Is this a racist land ? (2)

by Caroline O’Callaghan

Listen to each other

Each day we suffer, in many ways
As women and workers, conditioned to please men
And accustomed to lower pay.
CHORUS : So listen to each other, sisters 

Listen to our stories
The awareness and poetry of oppression 
Is mine and yours to share 

Polynesian women die far too soon,
From heart disease and cancer
Problems of city living get us down to an early grave. 
Living this hard life, not enough time to think 
Bringing up kids is hard, when the men don’t give a damn.

Words: Donna Awatere 
Music: Caroline O’Callaghan
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Girl children mutilated
H ie barbaric practise of infibulation is still widespread in 
African countries; ROBYN GRIFFITH reports.

“The little girl is taken into the 
large operating room and 
strapped on one o f three tables 
in the gynaecological position 
with her legs apart, by two male 
nurses dressed in surgical gowns 
and masks and gloves.

They start by disinfecting the 
child with mercurochrome. 
Local anaesthetic, which is not 
sufficient, is given by four 
injections into the small lips and 
under the clitoris. The small 
lips are then clamped and cut 
off with surgical scissors, next 
the entire clitoris from top to 
bottom is excised. This is the 
nerve that must be taken out, 
the officiating male nurse 
explained to the doctor. The 
bleeding is usually not very 
profuse and is wiped off with 
tampons. The two sides where 
the cuts were made are then 
brought together along the 
entire length o f 2-3 centimetres,

sutured with catgut and sewn 
together with silk, about 5-8 
stitches. It is important, the 
operator explained, that only a 
tiny opening as small as a pencil 
point remains, the exact meas
urement depends on the oper
ator .... After more local 
disinfection the little girl who 
has cried and screamed, is taken 
off the table and returned to 
the parents at the door who pay 
about a dollar for the operation, 
and go home with her. ”1
This horrifying experience is happen
ing right NOW. That extract comes 
from the American newsletter WIN 
(Women’s International Network), 
whose editor, Fran Hosken has been 
campaigning vigorously against fe
male circumcision for several years. 
The usual reactions are disbelief or 
indifference. According to the 
Guardian, she protested to the Somali 
delegate, among others, at the Habitat 
conference in Vancouver. “ Yes, his 
wife and daughters were infibulated. 
No, no one wants to change these 
customs, there are other priorities.”- 
“The Socialist/Communist revolution 
that continues in Somalia is run by 
men alone. They proclaim equal 
rights ... while mutilating their female 
children .... How can women respect 
such ‘revolutions’ and their leaders?”2

Infibulation is practised on the 
Southern Coast of Arabia, through
out Somaliland, in the northern part 
of Kenya, and in parts of Ethiopia.
To this should be added the Sudan, 
the most populous areas along the 
Nile River, including Southern Egypt.

As a result of this operation many 
young girls have serious problems 
with menstruation and some seek 
medical help. At marriage the wall 
of flesh created by the infibulation 
cannot be ruptured. Therefore it is 
necessary to open the woman with 
a knife. Intercourse takes place im
mediately and must be frequent 
during the first weeks of marriage 
otherwise the wound might close 
again. The use of the knife may cause 
additional damage.

Why is this done? Certainly not for 
religious reasons; although the custom 
is more prevalent in Muslim countries. 
According to Elizabeth Gould Davis 
“Son of an uncircumcised mother” 
is the worst epithet one Arab can 
hurl at another.

Also, she notes, women who are un
circumcised, say the Arabs, are over
sexed and are therefore apt to be 
unfaithful and unchaste. Davis sub
mits the basic reason for the mutil
ation of the female vulva is male 
envy and sadism, seeking to punish 
women for merely being women. “ It 
is far more dangerous, painful, and 
bloody than male circumcision and 
serves no purpose other than to 
deny the girl her full measure of 
future sexual enjoyment.”3

Fran Hosken has protested to UNICEF 
several times. They have replied that 
they share her concern but the only 
effort they are making is through 
health education and family planning 
services. UNICEF states: “It should be 
pointed out that UNICEF assistance ... 
is a direct response to a specific request
of Government.............. Accordingly,
we are not in a position to supply 
factual information on the extent of 
the practice .... We are also requesting 
our field offices in Africa to give 
greater attention to the problem....”

Fran Hosken of WIN urges us all to 
write to the Secretary General of the 
UN and to the Embassies of the 
countries concerned, deploring this 
practice.

The suggested wording is: “THE 
MUTILATION OF THE GENITAL 
ORGANS OF THE FEMALE BODY 
FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEVER 
IS A FUNDAMENTAL OFFENSE 
AGAINST THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
OF ALL WOMEN IN GENERAL AND 
SPECIFICALLY AGAINST THE 
FEMALE CHILDREN AND WOMEN 
WHO ARE MUTILATED.”

The right to health is a basic human 
right that cannot be abridged.

Robyn Griffith

1. WIN news. Summer 1976
2. The Guardian.
3. The First Sex, Elizabeth Gould Davis. 
Copyright Elizabeth Gould Davis, 1971.



Offensive Advertising
Women in Auckland were recently annoyed by one of the 
most blatant examples of sexist advertising we’ve seen for 
a long time. None of the men responsible for it, however, 
could see anything wrong with i t  CHRISTINE DANN 
reports.
Recently the “City News”, a 
newspaper which is distributed 
free in the Auckland area, ran 
two full-page advertisements for 
Action Marine, boat retailers in 
Papatoetoe. The first advertise
ment consisted of photographs 
of motorboats, with young 
women in shorts and T-Shirts 
draped over the decks.

Captions to the photographs included 
the following : “ Big and bouncy. Well- 
covered “ Close to perfection.
Use her any way you like. But don’t 
be surprised if she responds beyond 
your expectations.” “ ... She’s fast and 
aggressive. But handles like a lamb in 
a man’s hands.” At the bottom of the 
page was a “Warning: Action Marine 
accepts no responsibility for injury 
caused; tripping over kerbs, or for eye 
strain from closely perusing pictures 
herein.”

The paper received a number of 
complaints about the ad. and next 
week the “ City News” adman 
responsible changed it by replacing 
the women on the boats with Disney 
characters. The captions remained the 
same but the “Warning” had been 
replaced by this statement: “ In the 
Aug. 31st issue (copies available) we 
featured two attractive girls with our 
selection of boats. In response to 
requests from some members of the 
public, we have made some 'ght 
alterations. Our business is boats.”

The adman was interviewed by the 
“City News” and said that he had had 
lots of complaints (including a letter 
from the Auckland Women’s Centre) 
but that he wasn’t going to change his 
mind. (Nor his sexist attitudes to 
women, which I will not bore readers 
by relating.)

“Broadsheet” rang the business which

had placed the ad. and asked the man 
responsible what he thought of the 
complaints. He became rather 
excited and hostile and said that he 
thought that they probably came from 
cranky people with dirty minds. He 
also said that if we wanted any more 
information we would have to go out 
to Papatoetoe and interview him 
“properly.” As though “Broadsheet” 
has time to waste on obviously 
unsympathetic men when there are 
lots of good women to interview. A 
surprising attitude, too, if one makes 
the rational assumption that people 
are in business to make money, and 
not to offend potential customers.

“Broadsheet” also spoke to the 
Editor of “City News”, who said that 
concern about the ad. had been 
expressed at an editorial meeting; and 
to the managing director, who said 
that the paper’s advertising policy 
prohibited the use of blatant sexual
material. The policy will have to be 
looked at more closely to prevent 
insidious sexual material, and he 
doubted that such an ad. would be 
run again.

Advertising is all-pervasive in our 
society. Children sing T.V. jingles as 
well as nursery rhymes. Advertisers 
often seem unaware of how 
frequently they offend by their stereo
typed portrayal of women and their 
pandering to the more corrupt male 
tastes. The least we can do is let them 
know. We may not be able to change 
attitudes, but if we can influence 
actions the world will be a pleasanter 
place for women.

The Australian Women's Broadcasting 
Cooperative show, “Coming Out '76” 
can be heard (if your radio’s good 
enough) each Monday night 10-10.45 
pm (N.Z. time) on A.B.C. 3rd Network: 
Try 550, 680 d/or 700 KHZ (Medium- 
wave broadcast band - same as 2YA, 
2ZB etc - not shortwave)

Women and Health 
Conference 

February 1977
The Committee on Women has been 
given approval by the Government to 
organise, in conjunction with the 
Department of Health, a conference on 
“Women and Health” for February 
1977.
Organisation

The Conference will be held from 
14-18 February 1977, at the Victoria 
University Student Union Building, 
Wellington.
A Conference Steering Committee has 
been established under the joint chair
manship of myself, as chairman of the 
Committee on Women, and Dr H.J.H. 
Hiddlestone, Director-General of 
Health. A full-time conference organ
iser, Mrs Marguerite Scott, has been 
appointed, and can be contacted 
through the Family Health Branch, 
Head Office, Department of Health, 
P.O. Box 5013, Wellington.

Working parties comprising nominees 
of the Committee on Women and the 
Department of Health have been set up. 
These are considering programme 
content, approaches and research 
projects.

The Committee on Women would like 
you to consider whether you or your 
organisation wishes to make a con
tribution to this conference and, if so, 
the nature of any such contribution.
You may be invited to participate in 
some project or research before the 
conference or you may already be 
involved in action or discussion which 
could be fitted into the Conference 
programme. If you are so involved, or 
know of others who are, please advise 
them of this circular, or forward the 
information to Mrs. Marguerite Scott. 
She would be pleased to receive details 
of any research, names and addresses 
of interested persons and indeed any 
other important points which you wish 
to raise. She will be travelling to your 
area in the near future to hold a meet
ing of all those interested, and you will 
be advised when that will be.

Miriam Dell,
Chairman
Committee on Women
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When the movement presents a proliferation of 
feminist groups and ideologists do we try to drag 
everyone into line or do we accept this state of affairs, 
utilise our broad base and work from there? In this 
month’s editorial VAL COLE raises some of the issues 
that surround this debate.

The object of this article is to 
make a plea for the recognition 
and acceptance of a pluralist 
feminist movement in N.Z. In 
Broadsheet 42 and discussions 
following from the Radical 
Feminist Caucus it has become 
apparent that Daphne Terpstra 
is not alone in wondering where 
the ‘un-radical’ feminist fits in 
the movement.

This is the reform versus 
revolution argument, where the 
reformists claim the ‘revolution
aries’ are too extreme and the 
revolutionaries claim the

reformists are too conservative. 
However, whatever political 
stance a woman takes, it is very 
important for the rest of us to 
show more tolerance than we 
have in the past towards differing 
politics.

Each woman who identifies as a 
feminist is going to participate in 
groups or activities which appeal 
to her as an individual. It is 
through her personal opinions 
that she will relate to the move
ment as a whole and feel a part 
of it. However, if the movement 
as she sees it seems to be not 
only emphasising one group but 
disparaging another, as Daphne

thinks is the case with the lesbian 
-separatists and heterosexual 
women, it is not surprising that 
she feels alienated.

A pluralist feminist movement is 
what we’ve got now - many 
different groups and 
organisations with different 
ideologies. What we don’t have is 
an acceptance of this state of 
affairs.

Firstly, it is necessary to establish that 
there is a place in the movement for 
all women. We haven’t got where we’re 
going yet and we need to accept the 
differences amongst the women who 
identify as feminists. Obviously these 
differences are going to generate dis
agreement but what on earth is wrong 
with agreeing to differ ?

Secondly, this movement is about 
self-determination for women. This 
has two consequences: we have neither 
the time nor the energy to worry 
about men’s problems, and we must 
each establish what we’re doing and 
why we’re doing it.

One of the reasons for Broadsheet 
publishing Bill Keir’s letter in Broad
sheet 42 was that he is a man express
ing the male dilemma. It is not my 
wish to swap patriarchy for matriarchy 
but neither is it up to us to help men. 
The men who feel like Bill have a 
responsibility to themselves, just as we 
have a responsibility to- ourselves. Men 
oppress us because in the past we have 
not had the power to rise up against 
them but now we are taking our 
destiny out of their hands and putting 
it back into ours. Of course, it is pain
ful, such a fundamental (radical) 
change is painful but we do it because 
we believe in ourselves.

Daphne Terpstra appears, quite wrongly 
in my opinion, to equate radicalism 
with lesbian separatism and then feels 
alienated because she is heterosexual.
It seems to me that if we look at the 
herstory of the rise of lesbian separa
tism something becomes very clear. At 
the beginning of the second wave of
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feminism ‘lesbian’ was an insult - it 
was the most effective way of silencing 
the new feminists. Consequently 
lesbians were oppressed by the 
woman’s movement either by outright 
rejection or comments such as “It 
doesn’t worry me what you do in bed 
so what are you making so much fuss 
about ?” So lesbians confronted the 
movement and refused to be swept 
under the carpet.

For heterosexual women lesbianism 
presented a double threat. On the one 
hand these ‘man-hating’ lesbians 
involved in the movement meant that 
men were fiercely suspicious of any 
women in the movement. The second 
threat was the lesbian in every woman. 
Fear of discovering lesbianism in 
herself led many women to reject 
lesbians altogether. Later there came a 
period of reckless experimentation 
and lesbians found themselves the 
objects, yes objects, of a flood of 
attention from heterosexual feminists. 
Eventually the storm subsided and 
equilibrium was restored, women came, 
to recognise lesbianism as a way of 
relating, a way of loving women which 
doesn’t require sexual contact to make 
it real.

Lesbian separatism is the political 
statement of women who not only 
want to have as little as possible to do 
with men and the patriarchy, but who 
challenge men and the patriarchy by 
spurning it. This movement needs 
women who openly, and actively reject 
what oppresses women. Of course, 
putting this into practice has its 
difficulties but I can see no valid 
argument against its place in the 
movement.

The recent objections that have been 
made against it have provoked some 
discussion however. Daphne claims 
that lesbians try to assert superiority 
by virtue of sexual preference. 
Alternately heterosexual women claim 
to be oppressed by lesbians and now 
we’re accused of oppressing men.

Lesbians in the movement have had a 
struggle to be heard and consequently 
have thought about and developed a 
political stance out of personal 
experiences. In other words, through 
analysis and examination, they can 
justify their place in the movement.

Heterosexual women, on the other 
hand, are automatically part of the 
movement but when the lesbian- 
separatists challenge them to examine 
the politics of living with men, the 
heterosexual women respond, not by 
asserting their own politics as expected, 
but by attacking the lesbians.

If, as radical feminists, we identify 
men as the oppressor then it is 
essential that we continually examine 
opr relationships with men. Examine 
and analyse the personal and it 
becomes the political. I happen to 

think that Sandy Barry is wrong when 
she says , ‘what a woman does with 
her cunt is her own business’ 
(Broadsheet 41). The personal is 
political means recognising what you 
do, as well as what happens to you, for 
what it really is. Knowing that some
times we all have to compromise - but 
recognising that it is a compromise.
The personal has everything to do with 
sex because sexism is based on it> If a 
woman relates sexually to men and it 
is her choice to love them and live with 
them then surely she has a responsibil
ity to herself and her development to 
recognise and minimise the compro
mises.

It is up to our heterosexual sisters to 
work out why they remain with men 
and recognise it. It may be a painful 
process but they shouldn’t put the 
pain onto the lesbians who challenge 
it. i

That every woman has something to 
offer the movement presupposes that 
she is working for the movement. It is 
not working for the movement to get 
to the top by being an honorary male 
and then taking on male attitudes 
towards women. It is working for the 
movement to get to the top as a 
declared feminist and a strong woman 
and try to change attitudes along the 
way. This movement can afford to 
leave no stone unturned and we have 
the womanpower to do it.

Working within the system means just 
that - it means accepting the values 
and norms of the system. For those of 
us who cannot get involved in 
alternative institutions, working for 
an income in the system is a necessity 
but we must take our feminist 
consciousness with us. At the same 
time it becomes very important that 
we have a backup support group in the 
movement - a reference group of 
feminists. I say a group because the 
solidarity has to be strong and a group 
offers the solidarity that the movement 
in general cannot.

The problem seems to arise from the 
double nature of the struggle. On the 
one hand we have a vision of how 
society can be better and want to 
work toward that, but we have to live 
in the here and now. We not only have 
to be involved in radicalism but also 
reformism - changing legislation or 
trying to get it introduced, alleviating 
the situation of women etc. However, 
the overall situation has to be considei

ed. An equal pay act will not make 
things alright for women, it is merely 
a step in the right direction. The 
women’s movement is a movement of 
radical change. Women have been 
oppressed ever since the beginning of 
recorded history; there is no such 
thing as a conservative change.

If a woman wants to be a ‘low-key 
feminist’ to quote Daphne Terpstra 
what does this mean ?

I don’t know what it means but I am 
just as interested to know as I am to 
hear women’s opinions on radical 
feminism. Daphne calls for a united 
movement and yet attacks lesbians. If 
she feels she is an un-radical feminist 
then she knows where she is in the 
movement: she is an un-radical 
feminist. We don’t have leaders and 
manifestoes telling people what to do - 
we do have women writing about and 
discussing their own personal exper
iences and their political implications.

All I’m asking for is a pluralist move
ment with political directions which 
are thought out in the light of the 
movement’s aims and goals and accept
ance of the different ways we choose 
to do things; a movement where there 
is a place for un-radical feminists as 
well as for lesbian-separatists. However, 
I sincerely hope that this doesn’t pre
clude analysis and discussion or even 
confrontation if necessary. If the 
lesbian-separatists are becoming anti
women because a woman is 
heterosexual then we need confront
ation.
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Can a committed feminist work for change from within the most 
patriarchal of our institutions? Broadsheet talks to MARILYN WARING 
about the trials and rewards of being a young woman MP.

Feminism is bigger 
than any political party 

consideration'
Broadsheet - Why did you go into politics in the first 
place?
Marilyn Waring - No one reason. Partly academic 
interest, I was interested in the selection process and 
also I thought we’d done enough criticizing about 
women not being prepared to put forward their names 
as candidates for political positions. I couldn’t stand 
back and criticize them for not doing that if  I didn’t 
do anything myself. I am one o f the people who think 
we’ve got to work for change through the system. I 
accepted nomination as a candidate, and by some 
strange event of history became the candidate.

Broadsheet - Why the National Party in particular?
MW - I t ’s a basic philosophical stand. I believe that our 
best chance is fo r social progress, and social progress is 
always very expensive. It comes from a government

with a basic philosophy of a private enterprise taxed 
society. You can get into the progress and move it or 
push it more because you can perceive its movement 
better.
Broadsheet - Don’t you think that the National Party’s 
policy o f private enterprise means that people who are 
disadvantaged - groups like poor people and solo parents 
and Polynesians have less chance o f any sort o f self 
determination within that economic system ?
MW - Your choice in this country is either a private 
system or state capitalism. And I don’t fancy state 
capitalism. That’s your alternative.
Broadsheet - But what about my original question?

MW - In almost any system you look at, to be female or 
to be o f a different colour from the majority is almost 
automatically oppressive. So I don’t think i t ’s some

thing that is just a part of a private 
enterprise system. I believe that a 
private enterprise system will u lti
mately give you much better opport
unities for equality in education and 
employment. I th ink i t ’s through 
education and employment that 
people can begin to escape oppression.

Broadsheet- But we’ve had National 
for a long time and yet we have all 
these inequalities. I don’t quite 
fo llow how you think that within a 
philosophy which is basically “ every 
man for himself”  - “ everybody can get 
on and make i t ” , that you have room 
for people who are disadvantaged. You 
need more than just that sort of 
philosophy.

MW - I don’t th ink it says that. In 
practice what I think it says is that 
social progress demands a larger 
government revenue to pay for it, and 
that the revenue is better collected 
where the slate runs on a private 
enterprise system.
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Broadsheet - You see that as a process. You wouldn’t 
like to see that go on forever, the rich paying for the 
poor. There is always resentment o f that.
MW - I th ink there is a lo t o f right-wing bigotry which 
stems from misunderstanding that can only ever see a 
welfare system as being exploitive. In the most utopian 
o f systems I don’t  ''y  envisage that you’re not going 
to still have people ^eing carried by others. My view is, 
it  is the nature o f being. Some people are automatically 
resentful o f anything that offers the chance o f exploita
tion. Their business ethics might be completely 
analogous to that - they might do completely the same 
thing within their business, for example, getting round 
Inland Revenue provisions, but they wouldn’t recognize 
it as such - or they would refuse to recognize it  as such. 
Broadsheet - Do you see yourself as a feminist ?
Do you put any labels on yourself ?,
M.W. - No, I just leave that to other people. I ’ve never 
been into labelling and I ’m not about to start. I think 
that to label anybody inhibits them, particularly in 
politics.
Broadsheet - How do you see your feminism as fitting  in 
with a particular philosophy or the political structures 
that you are working within ?
M.W. - I have very little  patience with feminists whose 
whole line is I oughtn’t to be in the system because it is 
a male system - who think that to be involved in 
politics in this way is actually a denial o f feminism. As 
far as I ’m concerned the short term decisions that are 
being made that affect every feminist are made in the 
House o f Parliament. The only possibility o f getting 
change is through the system. While i t ’s a very frustrating 
place to be,, because you just feel you’re bashing your 
head against a brick wall the whole time, I' still really 
think i t ’s necessary, not just for me, but for a hell o f a 
lot more feminists to be there.
Broadsheet - You would allow people room to embrace 
different styles o f feminism - or do you really think 
they’re wrong, and that they should be putting their 
energy into working within the system to bring about 
the changes they want ?
M.W. - Well, I th ink that there are some people, and some 
o f them would call themselves feminists, whose political 
goal is the disruption o f the energy o f any political 
movement. That is their job in politics and I just don’t 
trust them, because that’s the way I perceive them as 
working; I perceive them in most political movements 
simply trying to divert and destruct any coalition of 
energy in one direction. Beyond that I see feminism as 
being bigger than any political party consideration. 
Broadsheet - What do you mean by that ?
M.W. - Well, I th ink i t ’s bigger than being National or 
being Labour. I t ’s broader, i t ’s more encompassing, it 
defies any sort o f separation into party philosophical 
blocks because its goals are o f a longer term and o f a 
greater consideration than immediate and often smaller 
differences o f policy approach.
Broadsheet - So you can’t really see any sort o f 
feminist future being implemented within the workings 
of one party ?
M.W. - I th ink that in each political party at the moment 
there is a noticeable awareness of, “ women’s issues’’ in 
politics. First o f all because it was probably seen as 
expedient to be involved in a potential vote winning

area. But secondly because more and more women are 
saying, we’ve got to work for change through a political 
party through the political system. But certainly in the 
National Party, and I think in the Labour Party, there are 
an increasing number o f highly motivated women 
getting involved at all levels - with a very strong feminist 
consciousness.

Broadsheet - At the moment people have largely stopped 
saying rude, put-downish things about women, when 
women’s issues are raised, but one wonders how seriously 
committed they are, if at all, to actually changing 
anything.

M.W. - It would depend on the issue, on the degree o f 
commitment and on the degree of political expediency. 
I ’m quite sure that still the best politicians operate on a 
Course which involves both what they perceive as being 
right, what they perceive as being the majority wish, and 
what they should do politically. Often a fairly immediate 
experience brings a realization o f just how inequal a 
particular law or a particular practice is. It may be 
say, their daughter getting separated, and trying to 
acquire some property under the present Matrimonial 
Property laws - which would make them very angry. It 
might be their daughter getting transferred within the 
teaching profession and not getting transfer expenses. I 
th ink more and more it is a commitment born of 
experience.

Broadsheet - I ’m interested in why more women aren’t 
appointed to Boards. Colleen Dewe said in the House 
that Ministers’ could only appoint women if  their 
names were put forward - why couldn’t they actively 
encourage nominating bodies to put women’s names 
forward ?

M.W. - I understand that this is what the Minister of 
Education is doing when he is asking his various groups 
for nominations. The Minister of Housing wrote to 
every M.P. and asked their nominations for Housing 
Allocation Committees - so there were a large number of 
women appointed there. A lot o f other Ministers have so 
many appointments so frequently, for example Trade 
and Industry, it would be almost a full time job 
circulating people for nominations. So what happens is 
that on the spur of the moment, sitting in Caucus you 
have to think of a woman who has outstanding 
qualifications in a particular field - because women 
always have to over-prove themselves - in politics or in 
appointment for anything. You have to try and con
vince your colleagues that she is the right person. Take 
for example, the Broadcasting Council, which I have 
never made any secret o f being very annoyed about. It 
was presented to Caucus as a fait accompli - and we 
were told that they, meaning Cabinet, could not think of 
a suitably qualified woman for appointment. Within 
about a month I had a list o f women who make the 
men appointed, in terms o f qualifications, look 
ridiculous. And there is still a chance that one woman 
might be appointed. It is a full time job, and sometimes 
you feel like a broken record.
Broadsheet - Phoebe Meikle once said when she was 
senior mistress in a school, all she said all the time was 
“ what about the girls’’.
M.W. - I can understand that attitude when any one of



my colleagues says it  for me. And I ’m always grateful 
when somebody else does say it, because I don’t want 
to be the member o f Caucus who is known because 
the only sentence she ever utters every week is “ What 
about the women’ ’ ....
Broadsheet - How do you see your role in Parliament ? 
You have previously said that you see yourself as 
representing youth and representing women ?
M.W. - The electorate is paramount; because that’s the 
only reason you’re there and quite honestly I enjoy a 
fight over the Huntly bypass and the Huntly Trust 
Tavern and fighting about the Raglan Land hassle and 
Te Awamutu Sewerage scheme just as much as I enjoy 
fighting for anything else. There’s a real excitement 
about that sort o f imm ediate  form o f representation 
where you’re in close contact with the people you’re 
representing. Trying to represent any sort o f feminist 
consciousness is much more d ifficu lt because you never 
satisfy anyone. Obviously one o f what you call the 
labels o f feminism is never satisfied with what you’re 
doing.
Broadsheet - Do you find it disheartening, or do you 
expect it ?
M.W. - You learn to expect it.
Broadsheet - I noticed on that TV programme, you had 
a couple o f women who I think were from WEL, 
congratulating you after your maiden speech in the 
House. Do you get a lot o f active support from 
women’s groups?
M.W. - I get a lot o f active support. I try to have a lot o f 
communication with women’s groups by actually using 
the grapevine and by trying to make sure that every
body sees copies o f all the Bills that get sent to select 
committees, supplementary order papers on regulations 
and any reports that I th ink they should see, and 
questions in the House - and that keeps me pretty busy. 
Broadsheet - If we do look upon you as someone who is 
prepared to represent women, does that mean that we 
can, as u were, use you ?
M.W. - Nearly all o f my questions, certainly in the last

month in the House, have been motivated by a letter 
which I ’ve received from a woman and never from my 
electorate. I get huge amounts o f mail from women 
right through the country. People who are active lobby
ists who are females, write to me all the time. People 
like Beverley Pentland who is the fireworks lady. You 
just get used to it. I ’ve got such a workload that I 
have a secretary o f my own, which is unusual.
Broadsheet - Would you say, just from the amount of 
work you have now, there would be sufficient justifica
tion for having an office or something concerned with 
women within the Parliamentary process ?
M.W. - I th ink it would be ; the only apprehension I feel 
about that is you then channel the awareness just to one 
place. Under the present system at least 87 people can 
be made aware o f it, either because their own constitu
ents will write to them about it, or because they have 
heard it in the House in question time, or because they 
will be forced to argue it  in the debate. I th ink in fact 
the effect o f the sexual discrimination part o f the 
Human Rights Commission will do that sort o f thing. I 
think i t ’s better at the moment to keep it in open 
forum, otherwise it tends to be a dustbin way o f getting 
rid o f these problems.
Broadsheet - What about the Human Rights Commission? 
At the seminars and in the Select Committee report they 
called for a Commission that was to look at women, and 
discrimination against women, and now National said 
there was going to be a Human Rights Commission.
What sort o f justification do they make for that change, 
which was against the wishes o f the women ?
M.W. - Well I think that I ’ll always rather support a 
Human Rights Commission than just a commission that 
really is concerned only for women’s rights and sexual 
discrimination. First o f all, because I want a cohesive 
unit looking at Human Rights, which will include race 
relations as well as sexual discrimination. I th ink so 
often, and this is the experience jn the States under their 
law, that you are discriminated against for more reasons 
than simply being female. It may have to do with 
whether you are single or married, with your age and 
this is more readily encompassed by something with a 
wider spectrum of interests than simply the fact that you 
arc discriminated against because you are female. Often 
that is not the major fact o f discrimination. I t ’s my 
belief we must still enact sexual discrimination 
legislation quite apart from the Human Rights Commission 
legislation. Either as a separate part o f the Bill that sets 
up the commission or as a separate act. I don’t want sex 
discrimination to become an assessment-of an elderly 
male judiciary and to be established by precedent. I 
want it to be set down in which instances discrimination 
occurs. I think we must set down quite specific guide
lines for the judiciary to follow, otherwise we’re just 
going to have a lot more law by precedent.

Broadsheet - Do you think that they could make it 
illegal to advertise job ads specifying one sex for the 
job ?
M.W. - I think that shouldn’t be quite as rigid as it is in 
Britain, as in Britain it has thrown up some damn 
stupid consequences. There will be areas where you 
make concessions, and I see that as being maybe a 
concessionary area.
Broadsheet - What would be the ones that you feel
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would be the most important areas ?
M.W.'- In the field of discrimination of employment 
opportunities. I see employment as being one o f the 
biggest factors o f all.
Broadsheet - But i f  your job ads are discriminatory in 
the first place it seems to me to be that that must be 
step one.
M.W. - Yes, but i f  your legislation should be mellowed 
to say unless you can show just cause why i t  can only 
be performed by a person o f a specific sex. The onus 
would be on the employer to show that the task could 
only be performed by either a male or by a female. I 
think there are lots o f other areas that arise from 
employment, particularly things like State Services >.
practices. You can’t  even really begin to say what the § 
priorities are, because it gives rise to so many other ^
questions, many o f which may not be encompassed by |  
this legislation. For example, provision o f child care $
facilities are not going to be provided  by a Human b 
Rights Bill. °
Broadsheet - How do you see child care, which you 
obviously seem to think is important, fitting  in with 
National’s stated philosophy o f the importance of 
family life, which they seem to see child care as eroding.
Do you think that any sort o f child care programme 
will happen under a National Government ?
M.W. - There is no question that it has to - things are 
no less real just because you don’t like their existence.
There is an undeniable need for tremendously larger 
numbers of child care centres. The whole trend o f 
women into the work force will probably see us into the 
next decade with at least 10% of the women between 
1 5 and 65 taking an active part in the workforce, and 
many o f those women will have children. There will 
just have to be adequate child care facilities. I think, 
and I say this quite aware o f the consequences, that a 
number o f people in the National Party aren’t sure what 
their concept o f the family is. We have a Cabinet 
Committee on Family Affairs, with an extraordinarily 
nebulous definition o f the family. We have Ministers 
who are members o f this Cabinet Committee so that the 
crux o f the matter is individual importance; and if  that’s the 
crux of the matter why set up a Cabinet Committee on 
Family Affairs with a nebulous definition. They have 
been given a very wide definition o f the family which 
encompasses alternative life styles, extended families, 
and everything else, but in their heads, whilst not on 
paper, they have a rigid concept o f the nuclear family. 
Broadsheet - What about the abortion issue - or do you 
think i t ’s a dead duck ?
M.W. - Oh, I don’t th ink i t ’s a dead duck, i t ’s been 
given a transplant for twelve months at the moment. 
Broadsheet - People are saying it won’t come up again; 
do you think i t ’s got to o r ... ?
M.W. - Well, my hope is that it will come up in the 
form o f an amendment to the Crimes Act. I don’t think 
we will have a unanimous report from the Royal 
Commission. I th ink we will have a majority - m inority 
report.

Broadsheet - All the women in Parliament seemed to lake 
some sort o f unified stand on that particular issue. Why 
did this happen ?

M.W. - I would say that the four women had reasonably 
interpreted the majority will o f New Zealanders. I think

probably the four women would still have quite 
extraordinary levels o f commitment to walk into that 
lobby. There was a fairly active campaign to dissuade at 
least one woman from being in that lobby because it was 
perceived as a political force, the four women who were 
all in together and so there was a campaign to try and 

, get at least one woman out o f that lobby.

Whether we interpret a feminist voice in 
parliament as the thin end of a wedge of the 
woman-strength which is going to revolutionise 
society or whether we interpret Marilyn’s 
statement that her electorate comes first as 
evidence of her being sucked into a system 
which we fundamentally oppose is, predictably, 
a matter for debate.

Allegiance to the National Party by any woman must 
raise questions in the minds o f feminists. Marilyn may 
have explained why she espouses right-wing politics but 
the conflict between the National Party views on women 
and feminist views has produced the extraordinary 
situation o f the Party being opposed by its own back
benchers in the abortion issue, fo r example.

Sections o f the movement and some o f the women o f 
New Zealand moved to support Marilyn after the 
“ Tru th”  publication, so obviously she is seen as an 
important figure by many women. Radical feminists 
whose energies are sorely depleted after I.W.Y. may 
breathe a sigh o f relief to know that there is a woman in 
Parliament prepared to fight for us and hopefully not to 
go mad along the way. A t best we can hope that Marilyn 
will be a constant reminder to politicians that we are 
just around the corner, out o f sight but not out o f mind. 
We must wage a continual education and attitude - 
changing battle on all fronts, otherwise the reactionary 
backlash, which at present is helping rather than hinder
ing us, may prove even more oppressive than the present 
situation.
Sandra Coney and Val Cole
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m  When I was a student nurse we were several

m  times entreated by tutor sisters to read one of 
the many books devoted to the life of Florence 
Nightingale, the founder of “ modern” nursing. I 
resisted the pleas.

Following
Florence’s
footsteps
ROBYN GRIFFITH gives a 
personal view on what’s 
wrong and whats right about 
the under-rated profession — 
nursing.

P1Ô& INA BCTTUE JOKE * 4

A nurse is entrusted only with 
minor decisions. Whether to give 
Mr. Smith a light blue urinal or a 
clear glass one.

Before Florence Nightingale’s revolution, nurses 
were frequently inferior to their poorest patients 
- uneducated, illiterate, and unwashed. Miss 
Nightingale’s “ officers”  did not swear, drink or 
marry, like the old disreputables. Nursing as a 
career became suffocatingly respectable. Fathers 
who would not consent to their daughters being 
educated at a university were quite happy for 
them to enter nursing. Gradually even the lower 
classes were accepted at training hospitals; 
although when my mother applied to train at a 
“ naice”  hospital in the late thirties she was 
rejected. She wasn’t quite “ naice”  enough.

Even now, the professional status o f nursing is debatable.

“ Well” , my uncle Jack said to my mother, around the 
time I graduated from nursing “ You should be pleased 
with both the girls in a good trade” .
“ TRADE ! ! ”  exclaimed my mother, “ Nursing is a 
PROFESSION ! ”

There is ambivalence in society towards the “ profession”  
o f nursing. When one is out in the world, in the 
company of people other than in nursing, the realisation 
gradually dawns that nursing is accepted as a profession 
only by those actually nursing - and their relatives.

Those nurses who remain in their career and choose not 
to marry, are regarded as frustrated spinsters by their 
younger workmates {and doctors). In how many male- 
dominated “ professions”  does this discrimination occur ? 
Whoever would regard an unmarried, male, judge o f the 
Supreme Court as a frustrated bachelor. Indeed has that 
term ever been applied (to men).

Schoolgirls read up on nursing in the “ Sue Barton”  and 
“ Cherry Ames”  series. Selfless, devoted women, who 
fitted the description o f angels in white - but also with 
spunk, personality and humour - or so they tried to put 
across in the books. My sister read them; I preferred 
Biggies myself.

Why is nursing considered a “ suitable”  occupation for 
girls ? Because it is a good preparation for marriage o f 
course. After all, the nurse learns to clean up for, and 
clean up after the doctor. Her tender ministrations ease 
the plight o f the patient in hospital (she is learning how 
to gently soothe a work-burdened husband on his return 
from work). She will do what she is told w ithout too 
much fighting back. A perfect preparation for marriage. 
No wonder so many men like to marry nurses !



And yet it is not too long ago that nursing (along with 
“ typewriting” ) was considered too strenuous a task for 
women, and “ better fitted to men” . My, my, how times 
change.

The image being put across, until I actually commenced 
my training in 1966, was that nurses were a sort o f 
modern day version o f the medieval nun. I had no 
intention o f becoming a nun. I wanted to get away from 
home, and the nurses’ home was my salvation. So much 
for selflessness and devotion.

I expected to be alone in my selfish motivation, and 
originally thought my class-mates would be altruistic 
paragons o f virtue, albeit with a touch of Cherry Ames 
charm. I was sadly mistaken. Those fired by religious 
zeal who wanted to save the world did not usually last 
through their training, and there was the case o f the 
Prelim, nurse who fainted when she saw the male 
anatomy in full for the first time in her life (she later 
gave up nursing too).

Bowed down by strict ward routine, and the guilt- 
ridden hierarchical caste system, we strangely enough 
become tinged with a measure o f “ selflessness and 
devotion” . In a world where matrons and sisters regard - 
ed one with horror if  one actually wanted to go o ff 
duty five minutes early - guilt equated with selfishness 
and equalled a “ poor nurse” . A description nobody 
in their right mind would want to wander around with.

Elaine: (a third year student nurse) “ We were on acute 
admitting and I got o ff at twenty-five to twelve. O.K. I 
don’t mind that, we were busy and I expected it. But 
the next night I took the keys down to the office, and 
the supervising sister said to me “ You’re not going o ff 
now Nurse are you” . I said yes. She said very coldly, 
“ Tell your friends that you do not finish work until 
eleven o ’clock. (It was five to eleven).”

A

Bowl or vomit

oc*e .
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PREPARATION fORMOTHERHOOD # 2  BStwH
No wonder so many men like to 
marry nurses!
The aspect Elaine finds (as a feminist) really upsetting, is 
the treatment o f gynaecological patients. “ I walked out 
o f a gynae. operation because I couldn’t stand it any 
longer; the surgeon’s nasty snide comments about the 
woman’s body and women in general - yet all the other 
nurses were standing there and laughing at his little  
jokes” .

"But what bothers me most, apart from the attitude to 
patients, is this status thing - and I don’t know how you 
would overcome it, apart from abolishing the whole 
thing. There are the student nurses, both general and 
community, then the registered staff, with the 
administration right on top - and they are really un
approachable. A lot o f the nurses who leave during 
their training - I blame that on the hierarchical system - 
it is due to low status and low self esteem. The way 
nurses are put down all the time, as a student 
especially” .

Nurses are never expected to be GLAD to be going o ff 
duty. A nurse must never admit to any outside interest 
that is o f equal importance as one’s work. The hospital 
must come first. (Note, I d idn’t say the PATIENTS 
must come first).

“ The registered staff and the administration become 
involved with petty little  issues, they think the status 
of nurses is all right, everything is fine. None o f them 
seem to realise how degraded and demeaned they are 
under the system.”

Elaine: “ They try and make you feel guilty all the time. 
All the time in lectures i t ’s this Flo Nightingale bit; the 
nurse is secondary - everybody else comes firs t” . “ A 
woman who started in my class, who was about 35, had 
her own home in Torbay - she was paying the mortgage 
o ff - and she got sent to Middlemore ! She applied for a 
transfer to Auckland and they wouldn’t give it to her.
She had to leave, so she applied at North Shore hospital 
and did her community training there. So the Hospital 
Board lost someone who would have made a good 
registered nurse. Yet six months later another nurse in 
our class applied for a transfer to Auckland and got it. 
Perhaps the fact that her father was a doctor at Auckland 
had something to do with it ! ”

In New Zealand the devices which masquerade as the 
“ bedside manner”  on the part o f the doctor and 
“ nursing care”  on the part of the nurse, conceal (not 
very well), class attitudes. Any woman who has know
ledge o f her body and tries to explain her symptoms in a 
rational manner to her doctor, knows the hostile reaction 
she is sure to receive. Doctors and nurses frequently 
resent the patient wanting to become involved in her or 
his treatment. From the moment one enters hospital as a 
patient, one’s body belongs to the hospital staff. And 
don’t you ever forget it !

And yet a good part o f our nursing training is spent in 
psychological theory - how to get the patient involved in
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his or her treatment. A t the same time, a nurse on the 
drug round distributing the medications to the patients 
is not allowed to give the patients the name o f any drug 
they are taking. Few patients understand this. 
Unfortunately most th ink nurses are being deliberately 
obstructive.

profession, when they suppressed and finally outlawed 
the practice of female “ lay”  healers, “ witches” , and 
spreaders of “ old wives’ tales” . Ever since this active 
male takeover o f the medical profession women have 
been relegated to a subsidiary position. Nursing was, for 
years, a job w ithout a legal status o f its own.”  (1)

Nurses are not trusted (to a degree); patients are not 
trusted (at all).

It is our function, as doctors and nurses and orderlies 
and physiotherapists and Uncle Tom Cobbley and all - 
to serve the interests o f the patient. In practice the 
needs o f the patients are often sacrificed for the needs 
o f the hospital structure - all the time calling the set-up 
“ for the good o f the patient” .

Nurses are the only people in a hospital situation who 
have time to establish a bond with a patient, while 
carrying out treatments, assisting with meals, and making 
their beds. Doctors are rarely interested in the informa
tion a nurse is able to proffer; or the difference in the 
patient’s progress the nurse may be able to effect, if  her 
words are put into action. As long as the nurse gives the 
right medication, does not physically attack the patient 
with a cutlass, makes the beds the right way, is clean 
and tidy with shoes carefully cleaned (and don’t forget 
to clean your shoelaces, Nurse), and doesn’t introduce 
typhoid to the ward - she is all right.. Nurses must be 
unobtrusive at all times. And should preferably disappear 
into a puff o f smoke when matron or the senior 
consultant walks into the ward. Reciting bawdy poems 
at the top o f one’s voice is never recommended - while it 
may amuse the patient it will annoy the doctor. The: 
doctor must never be annoyed, they must never be 
aware of the nurse as anyone other than a recipient for 
their orders, and woe betide the nurse who queries a 
doctor’s order.

just as the perfect wife should make no more important 
decision except what to provide the family for dinner, 
so is a nurse entrusted with only minor decisions. 
(Whether to give Mr. Smith a light blue urinal or a clear 
glass one). As a nurse commented on the opening 
programme of the “ Angels”  TV series “ We’re not meant 
to be making decisions. We’re meant to be told what to 
do” .

Rarely are nurses considered knowledgeable enough to 
share in any decision-making. There is the doctors’ 
mystique, and there is the nurses’ practicality. Medicine 
is not a team occupation. (However much teamwork is 
discussed in, the nursing curriculum). In few hospitals are 
cas6s discussed together by the entire team, and a group 
decision arrived at.

Doctors are part o f an eminent profession. They know it, 
patients know it, nurses know it, and the tax department 
knows it. How many television programmes have you 
seen in which the hero is a male nurse ? It just doesn’t 
have the same ring somehow. “ Doctors (read “ men” ) 
established themselves as the legal and official medical

And now that they’ve got you there, they want to keep 
you there. Just as men feel threatened by the liberation 
o f women, so doctors show signs o f being threatened by 
any proposed extensive nursing reform. The king o f the 
sand castle is not happy when the income tide erodes the 
foundations o f the sand on which the castle is built. 
Functioning medicine is based on a caste system exactly 
the same as the British raj tried to outlaw in India. The 
Brahmins have rank, status, money and power. Status, 
money and power equal doctor, they do not equal nurse. 
According to Ms. Vol. 11, No. 2., in Russia, where two- 
thirds.of the doctors are women, being a doctor has 
roughly the same status as being a secretary.

Obviously the status image is not based solely on longer 
education, ability to diagnose and make powerful 
decisions, or perhaps, skill with a knife. Their status is so 
high (and so well paid) because medicine is a male-

Nurses should be unobtrustive t 
disappear into a puff of smoke w

walk int<
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dominated profession. Male chauvinism reigns supreme. 
Unfortunately it  is not infrequent for women doctors 
to fall victim to the “ Queen Bee”  syndrome, and attach 
themselves to the male oppressor. There is rarely the 
sense of women, whatever their job designation, 
physiotherapists, doctors, nurses, working together with 
solidarity as victims of the common oppressor. Perhaps it 
is their experience in Medical School which has coloured 
their attitudes.

comparison) and lower status.

We will achieve nothing until the health system is 
changed entirely. Instead o f nurses attending obese 
middle-aged business men who have heart attacks 
brought on by drinking too much, business lunches and 
worry about their corporate profits; we should be out in 
the community with the workers engaging in preventative 
medicine.

According (once again) to Ms. Vol. 11, No. 2, in the 
United States a new breed of nurses is emerging as a 
result o f the Women’s Movement and the health-care 
crisis. Although this statement fits well with Ms’ 
reformist policy, there is no doubt that the status of 
nursing in the States is not the status accorded to nurses 
in New Zealand. In the U.S. nursing is a degree course, 
there are nurse clinicians and nurse anaesthetists, much 
as in China.

The nurse at the bedside must not be forgotten in the 
struggle for status. While registered nurses, those with 
degrees, etcetera, become senior clinicians or more 
involved with technology, other registered nurses who 
wish to nurse patients directly, suffer from low pay (in

all times. And should preferably 
n matron or the senior consultant
ho lAiorri _

First there is the demarcation line between nurses and 
other medical and para-medical “ professions” .

In China, medical students and doctors both participate 
in nursing work under the supervision o f trained nurses.
Nurses join the doctors in ward rounds and work with 
them in teams in which there is a division o f responsibil
ity. There is not much difference in the salary scale 
between doctors and nurses and the type of accommoda
tion provided is exactly the same. The boundaries 
between their respective spheres o f work are much less 
sharply drawn than in the West, and are progressively 
being broken down. (2)

Also, the patients often select representatives to convey 
their opinions and suggestions to teams o f doctors, 
nurses, and orderlies, who have day-to-day responsibility 
in relation to specified groups of patients. These teams 
meet daily to plan the day’s work. Ambulant patients 
play an active part in ward affairs. Many of them help 
patients who are confined to bed, keeping them 
company and becoming familiar with their medical and 
social problems. (2)

However, the relationship between patients and hospital 
staff in China is based on equality and mutual respect - 
both are contributing to the building of socialism.

Discussion in a Chinese Ward
“ Some time ago a noticeably bad atmosphere developed 
in one o f the wards. Patients started complaining of 
indifference and carelessness and some doctors and 
nurses asked to be transferred to other wards. The Party 
Committee asked the staff to read Chairman Mao’s article 
‘Our Study and the Current Situation’, and then a meet
ing was held to discuss the problems in the ward in the 
light o f this article. An orderly started by reading in a 
relaxed, informal manner in the ward office. ‘Many 
things may become baggage, may become encumbrances, 
if  we cling to them blindly and uncritically. Let us take 
some illustration. Having made mistakes, you may feel 
that come what may, you are saddled with them and so 
become dispirited; if you have not made mistakes you 
may feel that you are free from error and so become 
conceited.’

A young resident doctor, who had been sitting in a 
corner, interjected: ‘ I think that applies to me. I have 
made mistakes and gradually I have lost my confidence 
and zest for work. I missed the diagnosis in that old man 
with a fracture of the neck o f the femur and two of my 
operation cases became infected. I used to be keen to be

Continued on p31



WOMCN IN TONGA 
welcoming westernisation 

unsuspectingly
A view of Tongan women from the eyes of a 

“palangi” woman living within an extended family on 
a small Tongan island.

Social respect and inheritance
My first gut-feeling about the women in the community 
I became part o f was that they had the real respect o f 
the men. The feeling was strong because it  was nothing 
I had experienced in this society; the work that the 
women did was recognised as essential and important 
work, and their labours were not taken lightly, or looked 
down upon as'they are in this society. I found out that 
what had generated this feeling was not superficial.

Sesika (50 years old) weaving a new 
door for the toilet nouse

Traditionally, the women have a higher position on the 
social hierarchy than the men, (This system o f hierarchy 
is a strong and complex force in Tongan society today.) 
Sisters in a family are traditionally respected by their 
brothers. There still exists the fahu right whereby the 
brother is obliged by social custom to give his sister 
anything she asks for. (Of course by social custom she 
controls her requests.) This is ‘balanced’ somehow by 
the fact that land is inherited by the sons, (tofi'a).

Work expectations
Part o f the women’s work consists o f wash'ng clothes 
(which involves collecting water from a well, sudsing the 
clothes on a wash-board, and rinsing in the sea and/or 
fresh water, then hanging out to dry). Males do not do 
this “ women’s work”  - though it is not merely women’s 
work.

4
The men and women both take part in food preparation 
- the men usually involved in the more active aspects 
like preparing the ‘umu’ (earth oven), and killing and 
preparing the animals. The women carefully wrap the 
food in leaves for cooking, and scrape the breadfruit etc. 
None o f these tasks is exclusive to either sex, and there 
is always a harmony and accord between the workers.

The women exclusively did the weaving o f mats and 
baskets etc for domestic use and selling purposes. The 
tourist paying a few dollars for a basket would not 
believe the amount o f work which goes into its 
manufacture: the women do all the cutting, drying, 
stripping and weaving. This work is usually done 
communally - maybe six or more women will gather 
together in a community weaving house and work 
together - often on the same article - all preparing 
different parts. During this activity gossip flows, 
relationships between the women cemented and strong.

Their children play around them, or lie nearby. This 
interaction is important for communication (we read 
newspapers within our homes) and friendly interaction 
weaving the fabric o f a strong, caring community. 

‘ Having the position o f making articles which may be
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the sole source o f income in a family group gives the 
women a sort o f power and importance that western 
women have not enjoyed because o f their economic 
dependence.

Other women’s activities include net and reef fishing, 
also kava-making. The women generally prepare the 
kava - the men do the drinking. Asking a woman to 
make kava for a group o f his friends is a popular way 
for a young man to tell her that he is ‘ interested’ in her. 
A t large kava parties one can see men in circles drinking 
kava served by women in the traditional way, while 
groups o f women sit at the sides o f the room talking 
and laughing amongst themselves.

Children Tonga faces
Women are traditionally held responsible for the way the 
children 'turn ou t’, although one thing which always 
gladdened me was the frequency with which the men 
looked after, or played with, the children. Men and boys 
play a large role in looking after the young ones, though 
small children are generally left with the women when 
the males go to work in the ‘bush’ - the family food plot. 
Older children often look after the younger ones; and 
because o f the communal set-up there are many women 
about to help with child-care, thus the great burden of 
the large families is somewhat reduced. Because there 
does not seem to be real distinction between adulthood 
and childhood (rather smaller/larger, weaker/stronger 
people) the older people join in with the young ones 
diving, swimming, playing cards etc with complete 
equality.

Sexual attitudes

Very obvious to any western visitor to Tonga is the way 
the women dress, and the fact that men and women are 
not generally seen together: working, sitting in church, 
riding in buses, sitting under trees etc. One must wonder 
how courtship occurs between the sexes.

The women wear cotton dresses to the thighs or the 
knees with a tupenu (a strip o f material which wraps 
around the waist under the dress, and reaches the 
ground). Generally in public, and always at church or 
important gatherings they wear a ta'ova/a (as do the men) 
- a woven mat worn around the waist and extending 
downwards a few inches-to 3 feet. Although Maurelle, in 
1780, observed that the women only wore "a kind of 
petticoat reaching from the waist to the feet” , these days 
not even the shoulders are shown in public. (The western 
tourists offend the Tongans by wandering around in 
bikini tops and shorts.) In the mid-1900s missionaries 
used their influence to outlaw traditional Tongan dress. 
Head-to-toe covering, and bras, became the accepted 
norm in the hot tropical climate. Even today the little  
schoolgirls wear heavy box-pleated gym-slips.

Although I was very interested I could not find out 
about the women’s attitudes towards sex or 
menstruation. Although there is a complete lack of

privacy, and no tampons, pads etc, I saw>7o evidence o f 
menstruation during my 3 months on the island. The 
women would not talk about sex. One o f the reasons it 
is very d ifficu lt to implement family-planning is 
because people who talk about sex are looked down 
upon socially. Superstition and ignorance about their 
bodies is rife amongst the women. A European male 
friend who had lived in Tonga for two years told me 
that foreplay is de-emphasized, in fact is thought to be 
to do with the tevolo (devil).

Courtship is largely clandestine, although there are

Puli cutting ifi nuts
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socially accepted courting procedures such as kava 
parties and chaperoned activities. Illegitimacy is 
surprisingly high. Usually the pregnant, unmarried girl 
is thrashed by her father, then the child is easily 
absorbed into the extended family and no more is 
said. Unmarried adults are unusual, and large families 
are considered to bring happiness.

Westernisation
On the largest island of Tonga, Tongatapu, in the main 
township, Nukualofa, westernisation is a potent force. 
Not only are the physical trappings obvious - such as 
cars, hamburger bars, and milk bars - but also the 
inevitable accompanying western attitudes.
Because here there is a move away from the traditional 
arrangement of the extended family home yard (api 
kolo) so the individual mothers must look after their 
children, and so they don’t  have opportunity for much 
'interaction. Here the men have jobs which require 
regular hours so they do not take so active a part in 
home activities. The women must go shopping by 
themselves instead o f fishing or food-collecting with 
their brothers, husbands or sisters - and so they tend to 
become 'servants’ more in the way that many New 
Zealand housewives are. Makeup and deodorants are for 
sale - with accompanying emphasis on appearance and 
the western idea o f ‘fem in in ity ’.

In ‘my’ Tongan community western conveniences had 
hardly made a splash compared with Nukualofa. The 
only implements the family used which would have been 
out o f place 200 years ago were a couple of metal pots, 
cups and spoons; also machetes, kerosine lamps and 
spearpoints. Articles such as toilet paper, sticking plaster,

Sesika checking the family yard during 
a storm

tampons, toothbrushes were not used - the family could 
not afford them anyway.

Here inthis community the women and men and 
children worked together in most aspects o f their 
lives as just different people. The work in which the 
women specialized was seen as being fundamentally 
important, and thus the women felt strong and con
fident in their community. Those two feelings 
constantly inspired and thrilled me. A t the same time I 
mourned their impending disappearance into a way of 
life which I know and am wary of, and which they 
welcome unsuspectingly.

Alison Jones
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Abortion is not a recent phenomenon: women have always had them. 
ANDREE LEVESQUE looks at the conditions for women in New 
Zealand’s past.

an historical perspective on abortion in New 
Zealand [1897— 1937]

Part 2: The women

Why did so many women seek abortions ? or 
why did they get pregnant when they did not 
want a child ? Until the ‘thirties there was not 
only ignorance about birth control but a 
conspiracy of silence from the (slightly) better 
informed medical profession. In 1905, Dr. 
Herbert Barraclough wrote of the “disgusting 
nature of this practice ... in the highest degree 
immoral. To stunt and deaden the divinest 
emotion of the soul is worse than suicide - it 
means the destruction of one’s highest nature.’’8

The dissemination o f birth control information 
made little  inroads until the First World War.

Some people undoubtedly knew of such 
mechanical device as the sponge, publicized in 
England by Marie Stopes, and most people 
resorted to coitus interruptus occasionally. With 
the First World War condoms became more 
common but mainly as prophylactics against 
venereal disease. Yet some doctors were 
reluctant to recommend them against v.d. 
precisely because they also acted as contra
ceptives.

When it came to lim it the size of families, the 
editorialist of the NZMJ  was moved more by 
patriotic or even racist considerations than by the 
needs of individuals :

“ If  countries suitable for the white races are not to



be fu lly populated and developed by the white races, 
it means one o f two results, either these countries 
will be over-run by coloured races, or there will be 
the most bloody and horrible wars for racial 
supremacy. The mind shrinks from either alternative.
We have read the arguments advanced by the advocates 
of the general and extended use o f contraceptives, and 
they do violence to everything that is sacred to the 
name o f nature, morality, science and common-sense.” 9

Ten years later, in the same journal, Dr. Washbourn 
expressed the same concern, this time not about inferior 
races but about inferior classes: “ indiscriminate breeding 
from good, bad and indifferent stock is almost certain to 
end in disaster i f  the inferior stock breeds more freely” . 
The author did not elaborate on the criteria for the 
quality o f the stock but, ironically, his fears o f inferior 
breeding made him an advocate o f birth control: “ The 
fact that upper and middle classes are all lim iting their 
families makes it imperative for us to extend the same 
knowledge to the less desirable elements o f the 
population.” 10

In 1930, Dr. F.R. Riley stated what can be regarded as 
the policy of the medical profession regarding 
contraceptives.

“ 1) Contraception is justifiable and advisable where 
pregnancy would endanger the health o f the woman.
In these cases contraception is better than the v 
induction o f abortion with its attendant risks. 
Prevention is better than cure.
2) In these circumstances advice and instruction should 
be given by the family medical attendant, rather than 
the patient to get elsewhere the information, which 
may be more or less misleading.
3) Intrauterine stems are absolutely forbidden, owing 
to the risk o f salpingitis and peritonitis. Tampons and 
sponges are unsanitary and unreliable. They may 
result in infection with a chronic leuccorrhoea.

The watch-spring pessary with rubber diaphragm is 
at least objectionable, but should not be left in for 
more than a day or two. The risk o f septic 
endemetritis is not negligible. *

Medical pessaries, such as the quinine pessary, arc 
harmless and fairly effectual.
4) Pessaries and appliances should only be supplied 
on the prescription o f a medical practitioner. Their 
sale should be under the control o f the Health 
Department.
5) The sale o f pamphlets and books on contraception 
should be forbidden.
6) Apart from medical reasons and possible urgent 
economic conditions, such as when a patient already 
has a large family with inadequate support, the use of 
contraceptives should be absolutely condemned by
the medical profession as a menace to the community.”

Some of these reasons have their parallel today in the 
grounds for abortion. The woman had little  say in the 
matter as her doctor was sole judge of her reproductive 
capacities. Some practitioners found the whole subject 
“ distasteful” . “ The physician” , wrote the editor o f the 
NZMJ in june 1932, “ apparently must follow the 
demand and devote part o f his practice to the 
a pp lica tion ^  rubber caps to the cervix, and become 
skilled in fitting  other contrivances more or less 
repulsive” ! And the author went on linking contraception

with certain diseases such as neurasthenia. Confronted 
with this attitude -on the part o f physicians, women 
preferred writing away for some patent medicine 
advertised in the newspaper. Eventually, it was women 
who took the lead in spreading information and started 
the Sex Hygiene and Birth Regulation Society in 1937, 
the predecessor o f our Family Planning Association. 
Doctors opposed “ books mainly written by women 
teaching about ‘normal sexual requirements’.” 1 2 
The Obstetrical and Gynaecological Society stood 
against the establishment of birth control clinics as well 
as pamphlets and “ Plunket nurses teaching birth control 
methods” .13 They were particularly worried lest 
“ publicity would bring birth control knowledge to the 
adolescent and younger section of the community” .14

Medical doctors were no more knowledgeable on the 
subject than the women who pioneered family planning. 
In 1937, the report o f the Committee on Abortion 
stated, inter alia: “ We are cognisant of the fact that 
many members of the profession (medical) are at a loss 
to know what methods o f contraception can be reliably 
recommended to lay persons” .1 5 The NZMJ then 
enumerated and rated the methods then in use, 
recommending a combination of chemical and mechan
ical barriers, like the cap and cream followed by

contraceptives, the rate of births outside marriage was 
expectedly high. Between 191 3 and 1921, it was 
estimated that 50% of births were conceived outside 
wedlock, that is “ illegitimate”  births added to those 
occurring in the first six months of marriage. By 1930, it 
was down to 33%, with only 5% of births actually 
taking place outside marriage.

Considering how common-place prc-marital intercourse 
must have been, it seems hardly credible that such 

11 prejudice was directed against so-called illegitimacy. 
Pregnant single women often left their home-town for 
some months before the delivery either to go live with 
relatives, work as maid in the home of a 
“ charitable”  person, or work in a religious home, such as 
the Salvation Army or St. Mary’s in Auckland, where she 
would deliver. The infant was then either given away for 
adoption, usually through an adoption agency, or 
handed over to a baby-farmer,1 5 or left in an orphanage 
(from where, if  a girl, she could then be placed in 
domestic service some years later.) The stigma attached 
to unmarried pregnancy was so great that until 1922
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state hospitals refused to admit unmarried mothers for 
confinement. This was particularly unfair since single 
women could seldom afford private homes. In 1922, a 
deputation of doctors went to see the Minister o f 
Justice and the Minister o f Health to ask them “ not to 
make the difficulties of the illegitimate too great” . 16

Single women went to incredible trouble to hide their 
condition. One wonders how many went to the extreme 
of twenty year old Annie Read who, dressed as a man, 
started work at a bookshop in Dunedin in 1912 under 
the name of Thomas Parkes. When she had been missing 
from work for a day, her landlady found her in her 
bedroom, unconscious in a pool o f blood, with her 
newborn child. She died later in hospital. There were 
other cases o f maids delivering much to the surprise of 
their employers, women giving birth all by themselves, 
babies found in closets.

Infanticides were more common than today. One 
doesn’t need to read an old newspaper for very long 
before one crops up in the Court news. The social 
hypocrisy o f the time drove some single women to this 
desperate crime, while economic conditions influenced 
both married and single mothers. When three infanticides 
came to the attention o f the police in the space of six 
weeks in 1895, Daybreak, the early feminist newspaper,

saw this as a consequence o f the economic depression. 
Infanticides were sometimes accompanied by suicide, 
especially in the case o f drowning. When found out, 
mothers were sometimes found guilty o f murder, or 
declared insane suffering from “ melancholia” .

While single women resorted to abortion to avoid being 
outcasts, they still were a minority o f those terminating 
their pregnancy; married women traditionally formed 
the majority. According to the death certificates, most 
women who died of septic abortion were married.
(See Table I). The Health Department kept a record of 
forty-two women who died o f septic abortion in 1934, 
together with their social status, number o f children etc,. 
The typical woman was a married Pakeha, with a 
relatively large family, on the bread line. This was during 
the economic depression and the problem was certainly 
more acute then. “ Every doctor (specialist excepted)” , 
wrote Drs. Doris Gordon and Frances Bennett in 
Gentlemen of the Jury in 1937, “ encounters many 
women who,

having requested him 'to  give something or do 
something' to terminate a pregnancy, and having 
instead received sound advice on the illegality of the 
request, the danger of interference, and the reward of 
carrying to term, retire with a semblance of gratitude, 
only to return bright and smiling, some three weeks 
later, to announce that they miscarried easily. Some 
50% of them state unblushingly that they did 'an 
extra-heavy wash' or 'pushed the lawnmower'. The 
other 50% waste no words on excuses. The important 
thing is that such a large proportion of them get o ff 
scot-free, or, as the B.M.A. scientifically expresses it, 
'w ithout untoward symptoms developing'."1 7

Table I shows how the number o f deaths due to septic 
abortion tripled between 1928 and 1934, reflecting the 
curve of the'economic depression. Doris Gordon, a very 
conservative doctor who opposed equal pay and was 
always suspicious of the economic independence of 
single women, thought that “ may be the single girls get 
the cash to secure services o f skilled abortionists, 
married women are often too poor and have to content 
themselves with cheaper work.” 1 8 She may have been 
right but there is nothing to suggest that single women 
got more abortions, albeit safe ones, than married women 
In the depth o f the depression, between 1931 and 1935,
112 married and th irty-four single women died of 
septic abortions, leaving 338 orphans, 291 of whom 
were under sixteen.1 9

The importance of the economic factor was confirmed 
in the answers to a questionnaire sent by the Committee 
o f Enquiry into Abortion to the members of the Ob.
Gyn. Society in 1936. The most common o f all replies 
to the question asking for reasons for seeking abortions

The stigma attached to 
. unmarried pregnancy was so 

great that until 1922 state 
1 hospitals refused to admit 

unmarried mothers for 
confinement.
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were :

1) bread line poverty;
2) illegitimacy;
3) exaggerated bad obstetrical history;
4) strain o f unaided domestic and farming labour.

Other reasons frequently cited were frequent or late 
pregnancies.

the wife of a farm manager in Central Otago finally 
miscarrying after having used “ all the usual things, epsom 
salts, hot baths, jumping o ff chairs, quinine and ergot., 
Then I got desperate and used a knitting needle” . She 
had done it strictly for economic reasons; not to lose 
her job. I here was yet no organised group in the'
’thirties asking for the liberalisation of abortion laws 22 
The most progressive women fought rather for greater 
contraception.

Women did express their views on the subject. While 
most women’s organizations would have liked more 
stringent legislation against abortionists and the sale of 
abortifacients - many of which benefited only quacks - 
they also asked for greater help and understanding for 
single mothers, domestic help for married mothers, and 
contraceptive information for married couples. Some 
letters to the editor o f The Dominion put forth women’s 
views onythe matter: “ It is far worse to my mind to 
allow children to be born who we know will be' mentally 
or physically unfit than it is for women not to have 
children. We need quality not quantity” . Signed: A 
Woman, 17 April, 1937. “ No one is really qualified to
discuss women than women ....... let men make homes
f i t  for their women to rear children in, w ithout becom
ing prematurely aged from privations and overwork 
beyond all reason, and then they may use their whips o f 
censure if, in their eyes, the loads we carry are not heavy 
enough” . Another Woman, Dannevirke, 21 April, 1937.

A t least one woman in New Zealand wrote about having 
an abortion during the depression. Mary Findlay, in her 
moving autobiography Tooth and Nail, tells the story of

According to the death 
certificates, most women who 
died of septic abortions were 
married.

The doctors surveyed considered induction o f abortion 
to be extensively practised in New Zealand.

For some members o f the profession, as represented by 
the editor o f the NZMJ, it was more a question of 
woman refusing “ her proper sphere o f matrimony” :20 
the employment of women in business and industry, the 
high (!) wages paid single women, were luring them away 
from their maternal function and creating new demands 
for independence.

Editorials in The Dominion echoed the same opinion: 
“ The evil has arisen mainly through the new 
‘emancipated’ outlook o f women through changes of 
moral standards for a less restricted mode o f life than 
is to be found within the limits of the domestic hearth”  21 
And right he might have been but, as every generation 
before him, the editor forgot that the problem was not 
new, that, faced with an unwanted pregnancy, women 
had always tried to terminate it, and that the problem 
had always been more acute in times o f economic 
depression.

Women have attempted to terminate their unwanted 
pregnancies since time immemorial and have resorted to 
an infinite variety of products to achieve their goal. In 
pre-European New Zealand Maoris seldom had recourse 
to abortion. It was believed that atua kahukahu, a 
human spirit that has almost lived but failed, would 
come and take revenge on the living. Such belief pro
bably acted as a powerful deterrent against inducing 
abortion. There are, nevertheless, some references to 
abortion in Maori culture. In 1824, a Northland chief’s 
wife aborted herself twice. A Maori chant, recorded in 
1882, probably refers to abortion rather than labour and 
childbirth.The Maoris could have used niho toroa, or an 
albatross tooth, as an instrument. Abortion was rare but 
if  the number o f children had to be restricted Maoris 
preferred infanticide. This had the advantage o f being
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safe for the mother. It might also have been chosen 
because the sex o f the neonate could be taken into 
account as well as its health and appearance before a 
decision was taken.23 Infanticide was not peculiar to 
the Maoris and European women also resorted to it to 
conceal birth.

A woman faced with an unwanted pregnancy would be 
more likely to do something before birth. There is a wide 
range o f means from hot baths, to hot gin, to drugs and 
the insertion o f objects in the uterus. The use of 
abortifacients has been everpresent through the ages and 
in the XIXth and beginning of the XXth century they 
were openly advertised in the medical column 
advertisements o f the daily newspapers. They were 
usually disguised as “ regulator” , “ female correctives” , or 
“ monthly treatment”  and were often the works of 
unscrupulous quacks. Besides mail orders, chemists 
provided drugs and even instruments across the counter 
until the end o f our period.

Abortifacients can be divided between 1) drugs to be 
taken orally; 2) drugs and mixtures to be applied locally; 
3) instruments. In the XXVIIth  century B.C., Emporor 
Shen Nung o f China recorded in an ancient medical work, 
Shen-Nung pen ts'ao ching, that the giving o f shuh yin, 
or mercury, would produce an abortion. Mercury was 
effective indeed but the risks o f poisoning were very 
serious and outweighed all other advantages. The same 
can be said of lead, which has also been used since 
ancient times. It was considered the most dangerous 
and effective drug. Shaw’s Textbook of Gynaecology 
says that it was sold as “ an oleate in diachylon plaster 
from which it is possible to make pills with powerful 
ecbolic action (contractions)”  ! The patient was almost 
sure to'suffer from lead poisoning. When phosphorous ■

in a similar way and could also initiate contractions.

Other “ correctives”  included pennyroyal (introduced by 
Europeans although its use has been incorrectly 
attributed to Maoris), apiol or parsley-camphor obtained 
by distilling parsely seeds in water (dangerous because 
it contains tricresyl phosphate), juniper and oil o f savin 
(juniper sabina) a diuretic, leaves o f garden rue, tansy, 
oil o f turpentine, hop (humulus lupulus), Christmas rose 
(helleborus niger), autumn crocus (colchicum 
autumnale). The list is probably much longer and these 
drugs were not always effective. Having unsuccessfully 
tried some o f them, a woman would then turn to 
solutions which could be introduced in the vagina and 
even through the cervix in the uterus.

Insertions necessitated the use o f a syringe and by the 
’thirties the standard Higginson’s syringe was readily 
available from certain chemists. The most popular 
solutions had an alkaline base, often a mixture o f green 
soap and lysol. Acids were sometimes pumped in by 
amateurs with disastrous effects, so were potassium 
permanganate, tincture of iodine and salicylic acid 
(aspirin). This last one could work by causing 
haemorrhage o f the uterine mucosa which led to 
contractions. Some pastes, such as utus paste, were also 
inserted in the vagina; so were glycerine and 
eucalyptus oil vaginal tampons which did not involve 
too many risks. A medical person could also give 
intrauterine injections of ether with the desired effect.

Instead of the insertion of solutions, a woman more 
likely turned to the use of instrument. The most frequent 
method practised by abortionists, according to the Ob. 
Gyn. Society in 1936, was the introduction o f a catheter 
in the uterus. The gum elastic ones were quite safe but

The crudity of some of the abortifacients and the 
pain they caused is only an indication of how 

desperate the women who had recourse to them
were.

matches were in use in the XIXth century, phosphorous 
was also utilised to induce abortion but the side-effects 
were alarming.

While chemical concoctions were fraught with danger, 
drugs made of plant and animal extracts were amongst 
the oldest and most widespread abortifacients and, if  less 
effective, were somewhat safer. Relatively efficient and 
safe were the violent purgatives which worked through 
the irritation o f the digestive system.

Some drugs worked directly on the nervous system and 
provoked uterine contractions. This was the case of 
ergot, an alkaloid obtained from a fungus growing on 
the seeds of rye especially, used since the XVIth 
century by European midwives. It was quite toxic and 
could lead to such diseases as dry gangrene, St. Anthony’s 
Fire (erysipelas), or various spasms, as well as side-effects 
like headaches, vomiting, high blood pressure. It often 
worked though, and was quite easily obtained from New 
Zealand chemists as late as the ’thirties. Quinine acted

d ifficu lt to sterilise and their use could lead to puerperal 
fever. Before going to a specialist, a woman might try to 
insert something herself, such as a needle or a piece of 
wire. A piece of slippery elm, in the form of a tent, 
which could be purchased directly from a chemist, was 
very popular. Abortionists used a number of instruments 
from a crude crochet hook to a catheter. A particularly 
effective object, although with high risk of infection, 
was the “ seawick” , or stick of dry seaweed which, once 
inserted, would absorb moisture and expand in the 
cervix until the uterus would start to contract. All 
instruments to perforate the amniotic bag threatened to 
pierce the uterus as well and, unless well sterilised, to 
infect the patient.

The crudity of some of the abortifacients and the pain 
they caused is only an indication of how desperate the 
women who had recourse to them were. The social mores 
and the double standard of morality which prevailed were 
largely responsible for their plight. Members of the 
medical profession who were more inspired by their
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prejudice and personal values than the welfare o f their 
patients must bear their share o f the blame. They were 
governed more by their personal “ revulsion”  for 
contraceptives, and obsession with populationist 
policies than with providing medical services. Their 
attitude, and the expectations o f society, contributed to 
a much higher rate o f abortion than is sometimes 
realised but it is difficult, at this point, to say whether 
the situation was more pronounced in New Zealand than 
in other countries. One could think of some reasons why 
women would have been freer with their sexuality than in 
Britain; the new colony was meant to be less constrained 
than the mother-country, but if  the results showed nine 
months later it proved just as punitive as Victorian 
England.

Note : I am collecting material on abortion and 
contraception. I would welcome any testimony from 
women who have had experience with either of these 
problems before 1945. Women have been written out of 
history for too long. There are few evidence on such 
private matters as reproduction and sexuality and one 
way i t ’ II be remembered is by women themselves leaving 
some statements. All matter will be treated as confid
ential and I shall respect your anonymity.

A. Levesque, 69 Hazel Ave, Dunedin.
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Nursing: continued from p21
given responsibility but now I prefer safe routine jobs. I 
think you all look down on me and consider me a flop .’

honesty of purpose. Many simmering problems which 
had strained relations and impaired the work, were 
brought to light and analysed.

‘That’s right’, said a young nurse. ‘Many of us think you Within a few months, this ward became one o f the best 
let the ward down and give it a bad name.’ in the hospital.”  (2)

‘You shouldn’t think that,’ said the orderly who had 
been reading. ‘Doesn’t the Chairman say that the only 
people who don’t make mistakes are those who don’t do 
any work ? It seems to me that some of you nurses have 
become a bit conceited because you are young and 
haven’t made too many obvious mistakes - yet ! ’

The senior surgeon intervened. ‘There’s some truth in 
that,’ and he went on to read from the article .... ‘ “ Even 
one’s age may become ground for conceit. The young, 
because they are bright and capable, may look down 
on the old; and the old, because they are rich in 
experience, may look down on the young.”  Maybe I 
look down on the young from the height o f my 
advanced age’, he said with a disarming smile.

‘No, you don’t do that’, said the head nurse. ‘You are 
very nice to our young nurses and encourage them a lot. 
Your fault is different. The Chairman says - “ Any 
specialized skill may be capitalized on and so lead to 
arrogance and contempt of others.”  When Dr. Gou 
misdiagnosed the fracture of the neck o f the femur, 
your attitude to him was very bad. Instead of explaining 
things to him in a comradely way, you pompously gave a 
lecture on the subject in front o f everybody, and made 
him feel very small. That did harm, not good.’

The discussion continued, sometimes heatedly, some
times gently, but always with great frankness and

I realise that not everyone is a Sinophile; but we have a 
lot to learn from China and the way they handle their 
health care.

Why do we have to wait for the Revolution to set up 
community health systems ? Where before you saw a 
doctor you see the nurse. If your child only has an 
infected sore, the nurse can take a swab to be sent for 
culture and can cleanse and dress the wound. The doctor 
can be advised, but would trust the nurse’s judgment.

In one suburb there is a building where there are doctor;, 
nurses, physiotherapists, dentist. A small community 
health service. Nurses can become heavily involved with 
preventative medicine. The centre can serve as an 
information service where people can attend informal 
lectures on nutrition, yoga, contraception, child care, 
etc. With nurses playing a larger role than at present.
With doctors having to place more trust in nurses than 
at present.

A final word. Why was it that the first radical nurses’ 
association had to be set up by a man ? David Wills o f the 
Nurses Reform Association.
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Christina Beer
T h is  b o o k  com prises a series o f  poem s  

and , o n  th e  cover, p ho to g rap h s  o f  th e  

w rite r 's  "c la y  p a in tin g s " - slabs o f  
c lay  incised and p a in te d . T h e  th ir ty -  

o d d  poem s to g e th e r w ith  th e  c lay  

p ain tin gs  fo rm  a re m a rk a b ly  u n if ie d  

w h o le . Several o f  th e  poem s deal w ith  

th e  m ak in g  o f th e  p ain tin gs; b o th  

poem s and p ain tin gs  are generated  by

th e  same deep  and fu n d a m e n ta l  
e m o tio n s , and  re la tio n sh ip s  ex is t b e t
w een th e  p r im itiv is m  o f  th e  p ain tin gs  

and  th e  d ecep tive  n a iv e ty  o f  th e  

poem s. \

T h o u g h  these poem s are gen era ted  b y  
e m o tio n  and  b y  th e  w rite r 's  awareness  

o f h erse lf as a w o m a n , and th o u g h  
th e y  are in tense ly  sub jec tive , th e y  are  
m ade c o m p re h e n s ib le , " m e a n in g fu l"  

to  th e  read er, by  th e  conscious a rt  o f  
th e  p o e t. T a k e , fo r  e x a m p le , a p o em  

lik e  th is  one (n o n e  o f th e  poem s have  

t itle s ) -

i am  d ark  
d a rk  d ark

a d a rk  w o lf  s tro llin g  

a d a rk  w o lf  s tro k in g  th e  grass 

i am  d ark  

d ark
a d a rk  w o lf  w earin g  a ra in b o w

W h a t th is  p o em  w o u ld  " m e a n "  if  it  
w ere paraphrased in good plain  English  

is p ra c tic a lly  n o th in g , b u t th e  use o f  

fo rm a l devices such as re p e tit io n , long- 
sound ing  vow els , w ords  w ith  strong  
associations evokes a response in th e  

reader w h ic h  goes b e y o n d  th e  lite ra l 
m eaning  o f th e  w ords . T h o u g h  ab le  to  

stand a lone th is  p o e m  (as d o  all these  

w o rks , w ith  perhaps one e x c e p tio n  - 
h a t a lapp ing  w o m a n  y o u  a re " )  

acquires an a d d itio n a l s ign ificance  

w h en  read in c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  

rest o f  th e  poem s. C e rta in  w ords  and

im ages ru n  th ro u g h  th e  w h o le  series o f  

poem s, b eco m in g  m o re  and  m o re  

charged w ith  m ean ing  as o ne  reads - 
a m ean ing  th a t  is e m o tio n a l, sensual, 
o fte n  sexual. T h e re  are m an y  such 
images b u t perhaps th e  m ost s tr ik in g  

is th a t  o f  th e  d a rk  w o m a n  w ith  her 

b lack  p la ite d  "h o rn s " .

i w a lk e d  in a s k ir t  w ith  an eye  on  it  

i w eared  a cover o ver m y  bosom s  

o f sh in ing  ve lve t

i lay  in th e  sea 
on  y o u r beath  

i lay  in  th e  sea 

a d a rk  w o m a n  

m y horns shew ing

C lo th es, lik e  those in th e  above p o e m , 
are im p o r ta n t  e lem en ts , espec ia lly  in 

th e  e a rlie r poem s - red  c lo th es , c lo thes  

s titch ed  and  p a in te d  - and  th e y  be
co m e a k in d  o f  o u tw a rd  expression  o f  

m o o d  and  e m o tio n . In  th e  la te r poem s  

w h ic h  are in fo rm e d  by a sense o f re
je c tio n  and b y  th e  d ea th  o f  th e  c h ild  

th is  expressive use o f c lo thes  images 

is superseded b y  a m o re  ac tive  express
ive m e d iu m  - th e  c lay  p ain tin gs  and  

pots w ith  " b la c k  holes in th e  sides/ 

l ik e  te r r ib le  gasps".

A n o th e r  e le m e n t ap p earin g  th ro u g h 
o u t  th is  series is th e  lack  o f  p u n c tu a 
t io n  and th e  so m e w h a t less c o m m o n  
use o f  c h ild -lik e  g ra m m a r, w ords  e tc .

th a t  h ill has been b u rn ed  

th a t  h ill a fu r  bosom  

th a t  h ill fa t  m o u n d  o f a w o m a n

i seed th a t  h ill s ta rk  in its burntness  

i fee led  y o u  in m y b u rn t arm s

T h is  m ig h t be con sidered  a ra th e r self- 

conscious device , b u t I p erso n a lly  d id  

n o t f in d  it  o b tru s ive . I t  is in keeping  

w ith  th e  re je c tio n  by th e  w o m a n  in 

th e  poem s o f th e  ro le  o f  w ife  and  

m o th e r, and her yearn in g  to  re tu rn  to  

c h ild h o o d  and th e  s ecu rity  it  o ffe rs  -

i w a n te d  m y m o th e r '  .

i d id  n o t w a n t a c h ild  o r husband  

i w ished  fo r  death

T h ro u g h o u t th e  w o m a n  is p resented  

as c h ild /w o m a n , a c re a tu re  o f  con-
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tra d ic tio n s , darkness and  lig h t, c o o l
ness and  f ire , m o th e r and  c h ild , her 

c u n t " b u rn in g  a w ild  a n im a l/its  fu r  
e le c tr ic "  and  a t th e  sam e t im e , a w ild  

f lo w e r  w ith  its a tte n d a n t associations  

o f  f ra g il i ty  and d e lic a c y . D esp ite  th e  

a p p a re n t child ishness and  inn ocence  
o f  th e  poem s th e re  is an e le m e n t o f  

secrecy, o f th ings con cealed  and d a rk  -

w h en  i was a c h ild
o u r  ta b le  was covered  in d a rk  w ou nd s  

i w o u ld  fee l th e m  secre tly  

u n d er th e  ta b le  c lo th

I e n jo y e d  th is  b o o k  very  m u ch . T h e  

poem s and  p ain tin gs  are n o t great 
•w o r k s  b u t th e y  c o m b in e  a sense o f  

g ro w th  and  awareness o f self w ith  

s k ilfu l fo rm a l c o n tro l - som eth in g  th a t  

is n o t a lw ays  easy to  achieve.

P riscilla  P itts

Take a Girl Like I,
Rosemary McLeod,
Mclndoes 1976,
$3.95.
Readers o f  th e  " L is te n e r"  w o n 't  fin d  

a n y th in g  surpris ing  a b o u t th is  novel 
leng th  e x a m p le  o f  th e  w it  and  sarcasm  

o f  Ms R o sem ary  M c L e o d . A lth o u g h  

• spo t o n  on  o ne  o r tw o  m e m o ra b le  
occasions in th e  " L is te n e r" ,  n o ta b ly  

a b o u t rape, read ing  her pieces m o stly  
le f t  y o u  w ith  a sour taste  in y o u r  

m o u th  as Ms M c L e o d  seem ed u nab le  
to  te m p e r her w it  w ith  com passion . 
.•This b o o k  suffers  f ro m  th e  same fa u lt .

" T a k e  a G irl L ik e  I "  is a k in d  o f u p 
b eat fe m in in e  P ilg rim 's  Progress and  
describes th e  years b etw een  ado les 
cence and  m arriage o f th e  b o o k 's  h e ro 
ine , M a n d y  M cQ u a d e . M an d y  com es  

f ro m  a re la tiv e ly  h u m b le  b ackg ro u n d , 
fa th e r  a la w n -m o w e r salesm an, b u t  

her u p w a rd ly  s triv ing  p arents  slave to  

send her to  a p riv a te  g irls ' school, 
(w h e re  she learns to  be snobb ish) and  

th e n ce  to  u n iv e rs ity . P re tty  and c lever, 
M a n d y  learns th a t  a g irl can tra d e  on  

these q u a litie s  to  get o n , w ith o u t  

having  to  d eve lo p  her p o te n tia l in te ll
igence o r her p e rs o n a lity . She goes 

th ro u g h  a series o f  b o y frie n d s , each  

e m b o d y in g  a d if fe re n t  su b -cu ltu re  : 
th e  p riv a te  school o ld -b o y , th e  h ip p ie  
p o e t, th e  re v o lu tio n a ry , th e  c o u n te r 
c u ltu re  ty p e . T h e re  is also a d ab b le  

w ith  lesbianism  w hen  o u r h ero in e  

espouses th e  fe m in is t cause. A lw a y s , 
m arriage is at th e  back o f her m in d  

and she m akes it in th e  end , tra p p in g

th e  p o o r unsuspecting  D e re k , "a  super 

m o d ern  a rc h ite c t" , in to  a m arriage ju 

w h ic h  is as oppressive fo r  h im  as it is 
lib e ra tin g  fo r  M a n d y . )

%
T h ro u g h o u t th is  saga o f husband- j  

h u n tin g , M a n d y  never develops an j 
id e n tity  o r values and o p in io n s  o f her •• 
o w n ; she adheres to  th e  m ores o f her i  

c u rre n t lover. She is, in fa c t , a sponge, ; 
soaking up  th e  dress, language, ac tio ns  i 
and  belie fs  o f  those she m oves •
am ongst, b u t squeeze her and th e re  Ī
w o u ld  be n o th in g . *

R o sem ary  M c L e o d  observes a c c u ra te ly  < 
and relates b it in g ly  th e  fo ib le s  and ■: 
h yp ocracies  o f  each g ro up  o f p eo p le ; j 
th e  a c c o m p a n y in g  draw ings o fte n  zero  ; 

in a c c u ra te ly  o n  som e p a rtic u la r ly  ; 
gross c o n tra d ic t io n . T h e  one show n i 
here , o f  M a n d y  w ith  th e  re v o lu tio n - ( 

aries, c o n ta in s  th e  essence o f w o m en 's  j 
p lace am ongst th e  le ft-w in g  rad icals, j 
a lth o u g h  it  is n o t an o rig in a l observa- { 

t io n . B u t fo r  a ll her p e rc e p tio n  and 1 
w it  Ms M c L e o d 's  lack o f com passibn , j 
o f k ind liness and p ity  d es tro y  an y - jn 

th in g  th is  b o o k  m ig h t have been try in g  A f 
to  say (in d eed  th e  m o tive  fo r  w rit in g  

it  is n o t o b v io u s ). M c L e o d  m a n ip u 
lates her characters  lik e  p up p ets , she 
o n ly  fleshes th e m  o u t  w ith  th e  barest 
h u m a n ity , o th e rw is e  th e y  are m ere ly  

carica tu res . E v e ry b o d y  in th is  b o o k  is 

d am n ed ; M a n d y , her p arents , her lov-

Ci got Jams aim t im ltL Hivtulwn

A n  illu s tra tio n  fro m  R o sem ary  

M cL e o d 's  b o o k

spiral % 
magazine j

is a feminist arts 
journal.  •
It has photographs. j 
poetry, prose.  j
polemics, will )
appear quarterly < 
and is published 
and distributed by 
women for women. }
Published by 
Spiral Collective . :

Subscriptions to be 
sent to P.O.Box 21069 j 
Edge ware, ChCh. ;
Single issue $1 50 
Yearly subscription 
$6 ( inclu postage)

ers, her frien d s  - n o th in g  th e y  do is 

d ep ic te d  as hon est o r caring , e v e ry 
th in g  is th e  sub ject o f  rid ic u le  and  

c o n te m p t. I th in k  Ms M cL e o d 's  m ajo r  
f la w  is th a t  she is u nab le  to  see b eyo n d  

ind iv idu als  and see th e  forces th a t  
shape th e ir  lives and cu rb  th e ir  a b il
ity  to  fre e ly  choose to  do  a n y th in g . 
Ms M c L e o d  does n o t a tta c k  in s titu 
tio n s, custom s, o r social values so 

m uch as th e  h u m an  beings w h o  are 

v ic tim s  o f th e m . T h is  b o o k 's  subject 
is re la tion sh ips  b etw een  th e  sexes b u t 
Ms M c L e o d  is u n ab le  to  see b eyo n d  
her hero in e 's  fo ib le  and weaknesses 

to  a tta c k  th e  rig id  social e x p e c ta tio n s  
M a n d y  is e x p ec ted  to  live w ith in .

T h e re  is no d o u b t th a t  R osem ary  

M c L e o d  is c lever; I can o n ly  hope  

th a t in t im e  she w ill learn to  co m b in e  

u nd ers tan d in g  w ith  th a t cleverness. 
H o p e fu lly  th e n  passages such as th e  

fo llo w in g  w ill have no p lace in her 
prose :

" M u m  gave her a w e t kiss on the  

cheek , and her parents  file d  o u t o f  the  

ro o m . She w iped  th e  d rib b le  o f f .  N o  

d o u b t a b o u t it , th e  day  was ru in e d ."

Sandra Coney
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Herstory 1977
The Dunedin Collective for
Woman,
John Mclndoe Ltd, $2.95
T h e  D u n e d in  C o lle c tiv e  fo r  W o m an  

should  be ve ry  p ro u d  o f  th is  a ttra c tiv e  
and  fasc in atin g  a p p o in tm e n t d ia ry .  
T h e re 's  n o th in g  fa n c y  a b o u t th e  f o r 
m a t o r la y o u t b u t it  re a lly  w o rks . T h e  
cover, b la c k  and red , fea tu res  a s tr ik 
ing p o r tra it  b y  R o b in  W h ite  "F lo re n c e  

a n d  H a rb o u r C o n e "  o f  her m o th e r, 
w h ich  v isua lly  looks jus t rig h t fo r  an  

ind igenous p u b lic a tio n ; F lo re n c e  a p p 
ears against a very  N e w  Z ea lan d  b ac k 
g ro un d  o f  h ills and  fa rm la n d , wears a 

w h ite  a p ro n , th e  badge o f th e  N e w  
Z ea lan d  h o u sew ife . R o b in  W h ite 's  

s ta te m e n t a b o u t her m o th e r and th e  

p a in tin g  w h ic h  is p r in te d  inside is a 

m o ving  and p ercep tive  tr ib u te  to  all 
those w o m e n  w h o  " w e n t  th ro u g h  tw o  

w ars and a d ep ress io n ", w h o  " le a rn t  

to  m ake  do  w ith  n e x t to  n o th in g "  and  

w h o  is n o w  ab le  to  " s it  d o w n , re lax  

(just a l i t t le ) ,  and say, "W e ll I 'v e  done  
m y b it " .  "

Each page o f th e  d ia ry  p rovides am p le  

ro o m  fo r  jo ttin g s  a b o u t each d ay  o f  

o ne w eek; fac in g  it is an a u to b io 

g ra p h y , o r a fasc in atin g  p iece o f his
to r y ,  u su a lly  illu s tra te d  w ith  a p h o to 
graph . T h e  spiral b in d in g  o f th e  b o o k  

is s trong  and enables y o u  to  open  the  

b o o k  o u t re a lly  f la t  to  w rite  in  it.

I was a b it  d is a p p o in te d  th a t  I had  

a lre a d y  read several o f  th e  a u to b io 
graphies in M ir ia m  C am ero n 's  " P e t t i 
co a t P io n eers" , b u t o th e rw is e  I. fo u n d  

th e  w o m e n  fasc in atin g . T h e re  is L it t le  
B id d y  o f th e  B u lle r, w h o  fossicked  fo r  

gold in th e  B u lle r R iver th e n  d ra n k  

aw ay  th e  proceeds; G race N e ill w h o  
w o rk e d  tire lessly  fo r  h ea lth  re fo rm ,  
D r Agnes B e n n e tt w h o  said "C a n  

tru e  progress possib ly consist o f a 
m an o f h ig h ly  c u ltu re d  in te lle c t  pac
ing side by side w ith  a w o m a n  w h o  is 

no m o re  th a n  an in te llig e n t vege
ta b le ? " , Freda du  F au r w h o  was th e  
firs t w o m a n  to  c lim b  M t C o o k  (in  

record  t im e )  and  was th e  f irs t  person  

to  traverse th e  th re e  peaks o f C o o k  in 
1 9 1 3 . Besides w o m e n  lik e  these , H e r
s to ry  includes w o m e n  w h o  w ere  n o t 
fam o u s  o r legendary  b u t w h o  reared  

huge n um bers  o f  ch ild re n  u n d er apa ll- 
ing ly  p r im it iv e  c o n d itio n s ; these w o 
m en are ju s t as m uch a p a rt o f  o u r  

h ers to ry  as th e  tra il b lazers and lead 

ers.

I was fasc in ated  also by th e  m e m o r
a b ilia  assem bled in th is  b o o k ; lists o f  

w ard ro bes  fo r  co lo n is ts , p io n e e r re 
cipes fo r  sausages and p o tte d  head, 
verses and songs.

T h e  b o o k  co n ta in s  a list o f  w o m en 's  

groups a t th e  b ack , m uch a lon g  th e  

lines o f  B roadsheet's  G rap ev in e . O ne  

om ission  was a ca len d ar o f  1 9 7 6  and  

1 9 7 8 ; these are u su ally  u se fu lly  in 
c lud ed  in d iaries. I also feel it  is u n 
fo r tu n a te  th a t  th e  g ro up  has n o t m a rk 
ed im p o r ta n t dates o r p u b lic  h o lidays  

( lik e  Easter o r C h ris tm as) beside th e ir  
dates. I can o n ly  guess th a t th e y  d id  

th is  because these days o sten s ib ly  ce l
e b ra te  m ale G ods and m a le -d e fin e d  

events o f  h is to ry , nevertheless, we  
have to  live w ith  th e m , so it w o u ld  be 

useful to  be rem in d ed  o f  th e  days  

w hen  th e y  h ap pen .

T h is  b o o k  shows p la in ly  th a t  th e re  is 

a g reat h is to ry  o f  N e w  Z ea lan d  w o 
m en w a itin g  to  be w r it te n . M o s t busy  

fem in is ts  w ill love to  use one o f  these  

d iaries and fo r  m an y  o f  us th e y  w ill 
p ro vid e  an ideal source o f  C hris tm as  

presents.

Sandra C o ney

New Zealand Herstory 1977

T h e  h ers to ry  eng agem en t d ia ry  fo r  1 9 7 7  is a u n iq u e  

c o lle c tio n  o f episodes in th e  h is to ry  o f  w o m e n  in N e w  
Z ea lan d . Each w e e k  te lls  o f  a d if fe re n t  w o m a n , o r  an 

even t im p o r ta n t  to  w o m e n . Idea l fo r  overseas o r N e w  
Z ea lan d  frien d s . 1 2 8  pp 4 6  illu s tra tio n s  $ 2 .9 5

a t a ll go od  booksellers

J O H N  M c lN D O E  L IM IT E D ,  P .O . B o x  6 9 4 , D u n e d in .



FILM REVIEW

Swept Away by an Unusual 
Destiny in the Blue Sea of 
August
Directed and written by Lina 
Wertmuller

" S w e p t  A w a y "  is th e  m o st v iv id  e x 
a m p le  I'v e  co m e across so fa r o f  h o w  

fem aleness does n o t p rec lu d e  having  
an a n ti-w o m a n  vis ion .

o
R a ffa e lla  (M ariaan g e la  M e la to ) is an |  
u p p er-c ru s t, a rro g a n t, insensitive b itch  jj 
w h o  tre a ts  th e  c re w  on th e  c h arte red  |  
y a c h t, she, her husband and frie n d s  

are cru ising  th e  M ed ite rra n e a n  in , 
l ik e  sub -hum ans. T h e  c re w  accep t th is , 
a p a rt f ro m  G e n n a rin o  (G ia n c a rlo  G ia - 
n n in i) ,  a c o m m itte d  m e m b e r o f  th e  

C o m m u n is t P a rty , w h o  sm arts and  

fum es u n d er her tau n ts  and  abuse.

R a ffa e lla  fo rces  G e n n a rin o  to  ta k e  her 
b y d in g h y  to  a fa v o u r ite  sw im m in g  

spo t. T h e  m o to r  on  th e ir  ru b b e r d in 
ghy gives up  and a fte r  tw o  days and  

nights a f lo a t  th e y  land  on  a deserted  

is land. R a ffa e lla  is to ta l ly  ill-e q u ip p e d  
fo r  survival o n  her o w n  and is th ro w n  

in to  c o m p le te  d ep end ence  on  her f o r 
m er servant. G e n n a rin o  exacts a rev
enge w h ic h  is excessive and b ru ta l. He  

becom es an even m o re  v io le n t o p p re 
ssor th a n  his fo rm e r mistress.

G e n n a rin o  beats, b u llies  and rapes 

R a ffa e lla  in to  subm ission . A n d  R a f f 
ae lla  likes it. She faw n s  aro u n d  her 

m aster, ca llin g  h im  S ir, kisses his fe e t  

and even begs h im  to  so d o m ize  h er, so 
th a t  a t least a n a lly  she can be a v irg in  

fo r  h im . Endless scenes o f  lo vem ak in g  
n o w  fo llo w  o n  th e  endless scenes o f  

v io len ce , a lth o u g h  G e n n a rin o , e n tra n c 
ed as he is w ith  R a ffa e lla 's  a p p a re n t  

a d o ra tio n  o f  h im , is n o t averse to  

slapping  o r p u n ch in g  her fo r  such 

m isd em eano urs  as ca llin g  h im  b y  his 
f irs t  nam e.

In e v ita b ly  th e  p a ir are tescueu ana  

d esp ite  R a ffa e lla 's  p ro te s ta tio n s  o f  u n 
d y in g  love she q u ic k ly  reverts to  her 

a ris to c ra tic  life -s ty le  and  her husband  
leaving G e n n a rin o  to  his m isery  and  
his lo q uac io us  w ife . .

H av ing  read various review s o f " S w e p t  

A w a y "  I had exp e c ted  an in tense ly  

p o litic a l f i lm ;  a b itin g  satire  o f  class 

in te ra c tio n . Ins tead  w h a t I saw  was a 

classy, b u t b are ly  disguised, sado-m as-

DIRECTOR LINA WERTMULLER

o ch is tic  sk in  f l ic k . T h e  o v e rw h e lm 
ing ly  cen tra l th e m e  o f  th e  f i lm  was 

m a le -fe m a le  re la tion sh ips; b u t these  
w ere  n o t analysed  and exposed in 

a n y  h u m an e  and  progressive lig h t. 
R a th e r th e  d o c trin e s  p reached  b y  th is  

f i lm  w ere  regressive and a n ti-w o m e n . 
W e rtm u lle r 's  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  R a ff-  
aeiia  iro m  th e  shrill v irago a t  th e  be
g inn ing  o f  th e  f i lm  to  th e  a b jec t, 
gro ve lling  love-beso tted  slave a t th e  

end was u n b e lievab le  b u t m o re  im 
p o r ta n tly  disgusting in th e m e  and  p o r
tra y a l. T h e  im p lic a t io n  stressed in th e  
f i lm , and  indeed  a rtic u la te d  on  several 
occasions, was th a t  w o m e n  lik e  being  

b eaten  up  and  tre a te d  lik e  s h it, th a t  
th e y  get o f f  on  it  se x u a lly , th a t  th e  

deepest and m ost hon est re la tion sh ips  
b etw e e n  m en and w o m e n  are those  

based on  to ta l d o m in a n c e  and  sub
m ission. Th is  ra th e r th a n  a n y  s ta te 
m e n t a b o u t class o r th e  n atu re  o f  

p o w e r was th e  o ve rrid in g  assertion  
m ade by th e  f i lm .

I t  is d ee p ly  d istressing th a t  such a 

f i lm  can be m ade n o w  a t a ll; it  is 

d o u b ly  d istressing th a t  it  has been  

m ade b y  a w o m a n , and a w o m a n  w h o  

calls herself a fe m in is t , accord in g  to  

M S  m ag azine. I t  w ill n o t d o  to  m ake  
excuses fo r  W e rtm u lle r  on th e  grounds  

th a t  th is  is a rt  w h ic h  overrides an y  

p o litic a l c o n s id era tio n s . A  f i lm  w ith  

such a c o rru p t message c a n n o t be a rt. 
N o  a m o u n t o f  b e a u tifu l p h o to g rap h y , 
gorgeous scenery, w it  and  satire  can  

o verco m e th e  b ru ta l and in h u m an  

core o f  W e rtm u lle r 's  c re a tio n .

T h is  is th e  second W e rtm u lle r  f i lm  to  

reach N e w  Z ea la n d . In  th is  year's  f i lm  

festiva l w e saw an ea rlie r W e rtm u lle r  
f i lm ,  " T h e  S e d u c tio n  o f M im i" ,  w h ich  

lik e  " S w e p t  A w a y "  c o n ta in e d  a very  
u n s y m p a th e tic  p o rtra y a l o f  a w o m a n
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and  also c o n ta in e d  a s im ila rly  o b n o x 
ious th e m e , in th is  case th e  d e lib e ra te  
sedu ctio n  and im p re g n a tio n  o f  an I ta l 
ian m o th e r-o f-fiv e  b y  M im i in revenge  

fo r  her husband's a ffa ir  w ith  M im i's  
w ife . I had hop ed  th a t  th is  f la w  in 

w h a t was an o th e rw is e  very  fu n n y  and  
c o lo u rfu l f i lm  w o u ld  be th e  e x c e p tio n  

to  W e rtm u lle r  s usual s ty le . " S w e p t  

A w a y "  c o n firm s  th a t  it  is n o t. I t  is a 
p ity  th a t  th e  ta le n ts  o f  one so o b v io u s 
ly  g ifte d  are being p u t to  such an  
oppressive use.

Sandra  C o n e y
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p b k  $ 3 .2 5  ................. ......................................
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p b k  $ 2 . 5 0 ............................................................
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p b k  $ 3 .2 0  ................. ......................................
h b k  $ 4 .5 0  ........................................................
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p b k  $ 2 . 9 5 ............................................................
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Healthy Women

Dr Hilary Weeks has some 
comments to make about the 
article by Sarah Calvert in last 
month’s Broadsheet, on Diethyl 
Stilbestrol - the morning-after- 
pill (MAP).

She points out that only female 
children in utero, at the time of taking 
the morning-after-pill, will be affected 
by the drug, not subsequent children, 
as may have been suggested in the 
article.

Dr Weeks also points out that doses of 
MAP given to prevent miscarriage in 
the years after the Second World War 
were many times greater than the 
doses contained in the MAP. The 
treatment then consisted of a five to 
six-week course at least. In New 
Zealand, unlike Australia and the US, 
stilbestrol was not usually used to prevent 
miscarriage, progesterone was used, so 
it is unlikely that New Zealand women 
would be DES children.
Family Planning in New Zealand has 
found that the MAP is close to 100% 
effective; a few pregnancies have 
occurred but these are mostly ectopic, 
as the MAP will prevent an in utero 
pregnancy but not an extra-uterine 
pregnancy.

Dr Weeks disagrees with Sarah’s figure 
that 90% of women having unprotect
ed intercourse will not conceive. She 
says about 30% of women conceive 
in the first month following the 
removal of an IUD, if they had un
protected intercourse at the time of 
ovulation.

The MAP, she says, is not totally 
ineffective if given more than 72 
hours after unprotected intercourse.
She says it becomes less effective with 
the distance from the unprotected 
intercourse. Not all women have 
nausea with the MAP: Dr Weeks 
quotes a figure of about 50%.
Fibrocystic disease is not a contra
indication to taking the MAP or the 
birth control Pill. Diabetics can also 
take the MAP.

Sarah Calvert comments :

I have found four products on the 
market now that contain DES and 
which are prescribed for a variety of 
conditions. Dr Bruce Faris has also 
asserted that DES was used in New 
Zealand in previous years to prevent 
miscarriage. There is also a suggestion 
(by E.E. Lily, the makers of DES) that 
the type of synthetic hormone in 
morning-after-pills does not particu
larly matter. We know about DES 
because of the work of the Consumer 
Advocates association. We do not 
know about other substances because 
we have not adequately researched 
this area.

There is considerable diversity of 
opinion on the effectiveness of the 
morning-after-pill. Much depends on 
the doctor and her/his proper under
standing. Sidney Wolfe reports an 
effectiveness as low as 60% in some 
areas of the US. I have found many 
differences in NZ. I agree the FPA has 
a good record.

mere is much disagreement over the 
percentage of women who get pregnant 
with one incident of unprotected 
intercourse. The figure I used was 
taken from the IPPF journal.

E.E. Lily and the Health Research 
people both say that given the possible 
effect on the fetus it is not acceptable 
to use DES after 72 hours. E.E. Lily’s 
research says 95% of women 
experience discomfort and nausea on 
the morning-after-pill. 60% have 
serious problems.

E.E. Lily (and others) cite both 
fibrocystic disease and diabetes as 
contra-indications to take the MAP.

A two-year US government research 
project on DES (diethylstilbestrol) 
suggests that male offspring of mothers 
who took DES during pregnancy may 
be sterile. 60% of male offspring of 
mice used on the programme were 
born sterile. {MS magazine, June 1976).

Flagyl
Efforts to get Flagyl - widely 
prescribed for the treatment of 
vaginal infections - banned by 
the FDA in the States, have 
failed. A petition filed by ttie 
Health Research Group, a 
Washington-based public interest 
group, sought to have the drug 
banned following research which 
suggested that it might cause 
cancer and birth defects.

In the States (and New Zealand)
Flagyl (metronidazole) is used to 
combat trichomonas, but is also often 
prescribed for other vaginal infections 
for which it is useless. Off Our Backs, 
an American feminist publication 
estimated that 700,000 useless pres
criptions were written for it in one 
year in the States. The manufacturers, 
G.D. Searle, make $17 million a year 
from the drug.

The FDA’s decision not to ban the 
drug flies in the face of some of their 
own previous reports showing a link 
between cancer and the drug. In its 
statement of position on Flagyl the 
FDA overstates the seriousness of 
trich calling it “an important disease” 
and further alleging that “vaginitis 
causes more unhappiness and mental 
suffering on this earth than does all 
genital cancer.”

Suggested home treatment for trich 
consists of twice-daily baths or 
bi-weekly douches with one tablespoon 
of white vinegar in a quart of warm 
water. Women should also avoid 
wearing panti-hose and tight or nylon 
underwear. Some recommend the use 
of spermicidal jellies to inhibit the 
growth of trich, or the use of acid- 
based nonspermicidal jelly throughout 
the menstrual cycle.

Estrogen therapy
Women who take estrogen hormone 
pills to relieve the symptoms of 
menopause (not the same as birth 
control Pills) risk uterine cancer. The 
most widely used estrogen pill is 
Premarin and sales quadrupled in the 
years between 1962 and 1973.

The estrogens have already been linked 
to increased risk of blood clots, heart 
disease and strokes. Now a University 
of Washington study shows the risk of 
uterine cancer was 4.5 times greater 
among women exposed to estrogen, 
and this rises with age and length of 
time of treatment.
Information from "O ff Our Backs"
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The Hamilton Feminists 
Drama evening and men
On Page 4 in our letters section 
we published a letter from Miepy 
Carstensen, criticising the part 
played by men in the Hamilton 
Feminists drama evening. She 
also disagreed with the choice of 
plays presented. Some women 
involved in putting on the pro
duction reply to these 
criticisms below.

At the end of August, the 
Hamilton Feminists put on an 
evening of poetry, sketches and 
plays. Our programme included two 
sketches from the Medicine Show, 
Faith Wilding’s Waiting poem, '
The Suitcase, two plays by 
Myrna Lamb - The Serving Girl 
and the Lady and What Have You 
Done For Me Lately ?, and some 
beautiful poems by one of our 
own feminist women ! We all had 
strong feelings to share with 
other women, particularly we 
wanted to respond to the biting 
words of criticism that we receiv
ed that night from a few women 
there, so here are the thoughts 
and feelings from us.

Our drama evening marked our debut 
into a wider arena of struggle in fem
inism. We are a small group who at 
present sustain two C.R. groups, a 
theory group, a health group (self- 
help and the starting of a health 
centre), as well as monthly socials, 
poetry evenings, and ordinary busi
ness meetings. We were rather 
daunted at the prospect of another 
thing, but we had a core of enthu
siastic wimmin who were prepared 
to put in the time and effort. We 
needed to start somewhere so we 
chose plays and readings within our 
limited scope. Waiting by Faith 
Wilding we all felt was a moving 
depressing litany of wimmin’s lives.
Myrna Lamb, a strong pro-wimmin

woman, What Have You Done For 
Me Lately? - the decision to give the 
man an abortion at the end of the - 
play showed the spiritual strength 
and compassion of wimmin not for 
the pigman, but,for the child who 
might have been. The Suitcase - 
another excellent skit about the 
patriarchy. Poems, personal from 
Jill. The Serving Girl and the Lady 
- not the easiest play either to 
perform or to understand but a pow
erful statement on sexual politics, 
the wiles of a patriarchal system of 
wimmin against wimmin. And the 
Medicine Show, we would have liked to 
do the whole thing but we lacked the 
resources of wimmin so we took two 
bits, one sad and funny, the life of a 
woman at home, and one strong, the 
Moon Woman. We chose things that 
were within our resources, limited as 
they were. This was our first time and 
we needed to gain confidence to do 
our own things. We needed help, yes 
from men, to learn the technical skills 
for ourselves but we haven’t learned 
them yet. We see those plays as 
expressing our oppression, the oppress
ion of our sisters, that is a reality - the 
competition for men, the misery, the 
waiting - sure we dream but our 
dreams are unfounded. We in our 
group at least have not yet a concept
ion, in words, of after the patriarchy. 
Perhaps one day we will. Now at least 
we have the confidence to write our 
own things as well as performing 
others’ work. Now at least in this our 
small beginning we have learnt some 
technical skills and we will learn some 
more. Those who were angry said it 
was a depressing show - well, 
personally, we find the patriarchy 
depressing. Feminism is a madness, 
Robin Morgan said, a depressing 
madness. We look to reality, we must 
understand the oppression if we are to 
fight and win. We too want wimmin as 
strong and beautiful but that is a 
concept still forming in our 
consciousness. Perhaps those who are 
angry need to remember their own 
beginnings. We too cannot conceive of 
feminist drama as “entertainment”, as 
a “show”. Our drama, our poetry is 
our reality. We in Hamilton are proud
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of the beginning we have made. We will 
now have strength and courage to go 
on. We are hurt at the way other 
wimmin see fit to destroy each other 
without positive construction and 
thought-out answers. We hope that 
wimmin here can learn to understand 
the different spaces we all stand in and 
learn that Hamilton is a different space 
from Auckland or Wellington and we 
rejoice in the strength our differences 
should give our revolution.

In sisterhood and struggle, Sarah.

In a way it was like being involved in 
the conception and birth of a child. 
First, there was a period when the 
whole thing seemed remote and unreal. 
Then a date was set and, 
simultaneously, our first glimmerings 
of just what we had let ourselves in 
for. Suddenly we were frantically 
rushing around, organizing ourselves 
into knots, uttering despairing cries of 
“We’ll never do it” and even more 
frequently, “ But what about my work!”

Then came The Night and we made a 
final, all out-our effort in an exhilarating 
burst of energy, teamwork and love. 
Exhilarating, but exhausting. We were 
just about wiped out as we stood on 
stage at the end, arms about each 
other, publicly thanking those who, 
although not involved in feminism, 
had freely contributed their various 
skills toward making the evening a 
success.

Suddenly our high was shattered when 
a woman’s voice called from the back, 
“The whole evening was fucked !” It 
seemed our child, the creation of our 
time, energy and love was stillborn, or 
do I mean, an abortion. According to 
our critics, the programme was 
depressing, negative, and a big put- 
down of women. It was the last thing 
they expected from a feminist 
evening.

* The criticism, although negative in 
its nature, has had some positive effect. 
Plans are underway for a major pro
duction next year. It is to be a play 
written by Hamilton women and 
about our lives - material surely no



one can find fault with. Because, 
believe me, although I can understand 
that different women have different 
expectations from a presentation of 
feminist drama and poetry, the hurt 
from that evening still remains.
Elizabeth

When approached to take part in the 
feminist evening I felt quite equivocal 
about it. I considered myself to be 
anti-feminist and anti-abortion - not in 
an informed way, but at the intuitive 
gut-feeling level. On reading the part 
of the woman surgeon in Myrna 
Lamb’s “What Have You Done Foi 
Me Lately ?” I felt that I could not 
possibly play it convincingly. She was 
a bitch. She was bitter and twisted, 
almost evil I thpught. She was repulsed 
by the birth of her child and described 
it in graphic detail. How could I do 
this ? I have a beautiful eleven year old 
daughter and I remembered her birth 
as a joyous, wonderful occasion. Such 
was my reality at the time.

I decided to accept the challenge and 
play the part; this is when things began 
to change for me. During rehearsal I 
found myself slipping so easily into the 
role, becoming emotionally involved 
to such an extent that I would find 
myself shaking and sobbing, completely 
drained at the end. I had begun to 
realize that everything that Myrna 
Lamb had written, and so concisely, 
was completely right for all women, 
and so relevant to my own situation 
in particular.

I began to question everything about 
myself. Was I really anti-abortion? Or 
was I just jealous of other women who 
had managed to have abortions ?
Because I had wanted one, although I
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had never admitted it to myself in the 
years that followed. I had really want
ed an abortion when I was fifteen, 
pregnant, and frightened. I was unable 
to procure one and thus went into a 
marriage with a man I neither loved 
nor respected. My child was born and 
I love and care for her. But I didn’t 
love or care for myself very much.
Deep down I knew that I hadn’t 
wanted that baby, that my labour 
had been just like the one I was acting 
out in the play. I knew that I had felt 
it was a dirty thing, because my body 
was a dirty thing, and the child could 
not be clean until it was out of my 
body. I realize now that ever since I 
have felt this way about my body. The 
two years directly following the birth 
of my child were the worst, when I 
experienced masochistic feelings 
toward my own body, became the 
victim of self-flagellation and lived 
through horrors imprisoned between 
the four maddening walls of suburbia, 
as a young wife, when I was too young 
to be there ! It seemed a lifetime 
before I could feel that all the “baby” 
was worked out of my body. From 
that day to this I have pretended to 
myself that my body isn’t there. I 
realize all these things now thanks to 
an amazing woman, Myrna Lamb, 
who allowed me to be her vehicle.

There were many other things too. I 
explored my relationships with, 
expectations of, and feelings towards 
other women. Typically, within this 
patriarchy, I had never had many 
female friends. I mistrusted them. 
When I was about to meet a new 
female acquaintance I would think to 
myself - “ I probably won’t like her” . 
When I had met a woman and begun 
to like her I would tell myself -
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“She’ll probably turn out to be a 
bitch.” Why ? Those who don’t 
understand why I was like this are 
very lucky. I did have one or two very 
close woman friends - confidantes is 
the name men give them - whom I 
trusted and “told everything”. Or did I ? 
In retrospect I now fully realize that 
even with these women, there was 
always some display, a facade, some
thing held back, never to be given. I 
hope that I can forgive us one day for 
the brittle laughter we shared.

Thank you Hamilton Feminists for 
reaching out to me, allowing me to 
recognize my guilt, cope with it, and 
displace it elsewhere. I have so many 
sisters now, and I know that women 
are fantastic ! Thank you Myrna Lamb 
for invading my consciousness and 
leading me to the truth.

Love to all my sisters, Helen.

The plays we showed are a reality.
Plays on our stage are the same as 
plays everywhere that go on in every 
woman’s life. Every day is a 
masquerade. We just put this ghastly 
life onto the stage - elevated it from 
the ground, where you could look at 
it in glaring lights locked away in a 
theatre where you couldn’t get out.
Yes, we live in a comfortable, elite, 
feminist life-style and it’s real easy to 
live like this when you’re intelligent, 
educated and single. The world’s ours 
to Fight for, we have the time and our 
lives are our own. Most people haven’t 
got the time to sit down and review 
their ugly little lives, each spare 
moment is taken with catching up with 
precious sleep that someone took 
from us. We have some women who 
say “it hurts too much to be that 
aware” and they leave us. Yes, it 
hurts. It hurts to put your ugly life on 
a stage for all the world to laugh at.
We have our dreams, but they are 
fleeting, like the five minutes at the 
end of our evening, for the everyday 
reality of fighting to Be takes up the 
majority of our minds, leaving only 
seconds to dream in. To climb to our 
dreams we have to look at the steps we 
are standing on. We have to examine 
where we are to find out how to 
climb. We’re all more or less on the 
same step, no matter how far up the 
ladder you might be, or think you are. 
We have to open our eyes and look at 
it like it is, then take aim and fire. We 
can’t fight something when we’re not 
even looking at it. I mean you can’t 
change society if you’re not going to 
see it. We just took a piece of an 
ordinary day in an average woman’s 
life and put it on the stage. We smack
ed you in the teeth with it.
Jill
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