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HERSPECTIVE

a letter telling me that a relation-

ship which had been central to
my life for a long time was over. The
painful grief of that rejection was well
nigh intolerable. In my search for
something to divert my mind from the
inevitable, interminable inner dia-
logue, | happened upon what was for
me a whole new world, the world of
women. The librarian at one of our
suburban libraries, in answer to my
request for a book by Adrienne Rich,
suggested I try Broadsheet. That was a
name unknown to me but remember-
ing the age-old dictum, nothing ven-
ture nothing win, I made a few inquir-
ies and discovered the bookshop in K
Rd.

I walked along from my Symonds
St bus stop until, from across the road,
| saw the billboard - then I turned
around and went home, berating my-
self for my timidity. How well | re-
member the day | actually plucked up
the courage to go into the shop, rather
unattractive really, but goodness
knows what | was expecting. The
woman at the table didn’t raise her
head from her book so | wandered
round touching the books on display
and feeling hopelessly lost and forlorn.
Beside a noticeboard mostly offering
accomodation | didn’t need was a
stand displaying the magazine,
Broadsheet. With relief I realised that
I could buy a copy and escape - take
my discomfort and uncertainty and
retreat to the familiar and comfortable.

Looking back my anxiety seems
little short of ridiculous.

The women who work in Broad-
sheet are delightful, warm and wel-
coming, outgoing too as | found once |
made the move into theirworld. An ad-
vertisement asking for volunteer help
with cataloguing, with stuffing the
magazine and with filing - all things |
could do - provided me with a legiti-
mate ticket of entry. That was three
years ago and |’ve since become a
member of the collective - another
new learning for me and a hugely sig-
nificant one too.

S ome years ago the post delivered

But now it’s like I live in two differ-
ent worlds - the suburban housewife,
now widowed, mother, grandmother,
worker in various voluntary organisa-
tions, following much the same pattern
of day to day activity which, with
variations, | have always followed,
and this newly discovered world of
feminism. There are conflicts of val-
ues too, and times when | am guilty of
staying silent, not challenging biased
and judgemental statements, espe-
cially those generalisations which
scream out to be debunked. It’s a very
real dilemma for me, which | don’t
seem to resolve.

Central to my difficulty is that |
have no place in the world of women,
although I have made several attempts
to find a place where | might belong.
Whereas | fit easily, without stress,
into the suburban scene, I know how to
behave, | know what the expectations
are, the language and conventions are
familiar and I can play all the “games”
with my eyes shut. If | leave Broad-
sheet, the tenuous ties | now have will
disappear because Broadsheet is my
only link with feminism.

It’s not that I ’'m sorry for myself, or
that I’'m dissatisfied or discontented
with my life, it’sjust that | am discov-
ering a way of life, a way of looking at
our world that is exciting and stimulat-
ing and I have so few years left to live.
I am constatnly meeting women in this
world too, but they are all at least 20-
30-40 years younger than | am and
that’s kind of sad too.

Where is the door that leads into
that other world? What is the password
which will open the door and where,
oh where, are my contemporaries?



WIN AGAINST THE WET

Dear Broadsheet,

Looking over an old Broadsheet
recently (September 1988) | was
interested to read the article on
page nine about a national Wet T-
Shirt contest. We’ve just had an
“episode” here in Nelson with a
local nightclub hosting (or trying
to) a series of them.

Just as was pointed out in the
article, you’ve got to hit these
people where it hurts - their
pocket. A group ofus belonging to
Women In Nelson Inc. (WIN) and
the local branch of WAP [Women
Against Pornography] agreed that
picketing might have the opposite
effect, that of drawing people in
and so line the pockets of the
seamy promoters.

So, we spent $90 and placed an
ad in the local paper on the night
the contest was to be held. The ad
read “WOMEN IN NELSON
INC. AND WOMEN AGAINST
PORNOGRAPHY implore all
fair-minded and responsible
people to BOYCOTT ZHI-
VAGO’S Nitespot due to their
staging a demeaning and humili-
ating Wet T-Shirt competition.”

The effect of this ad was tre-
mendous. Local newspaper and
radio were “eager” to talk to WIN
to get their further comments on
the contests. Suddenly there was
community discussion and for
those Nelson residents who tend
to be more conservative, finding
out just what a Wet T-Shirt con-
test was produced a barrage of
letters to the editor expressing
disgust and shock. A letter from
the local Changing Men group
openly challenged the promoters
and would-be viewers to respond
to their fact-laden letter about the
effects of pornography. It was
great.

Of course there was debate but
it was overshadowed by our oppo-
sition. WIN did offer a challenge
to the promoters to hold a Wet Y-
Front competition but pointed out
that due to men’s physiological
reaction to cold water the whole
thing would be a non-event!

Would you believe it - the
promoters accepted the challenge
(getting a wee bit worried/harras-
sed by now) - such a shame it had
to be cancelled due to lack of
interest!

But while they could just still
see through the egg yolk they tried
one last ditch effort- an “anything
goes” contest, and you guessed it
- cancelled.

That’s how to effectively get
these people - plus the other

things like ringing and complain-
ing, threatening never to go there
again etc. We did plenty of that
too. They suffered pretty badly
commercially (financially no
doubt and definitely image-wise).
It was $90 well spent.

SHELLEY BURT

Nelson

IT'S NEVER TOO LATE
Dear Broadsheet,

| would like to thank Annamarie
Jagose for her article in the Sep-
tember 1988 issue of Broadsheet
(I’'m a bit late, | know), on behalf
of several ethnic minorities, in-
cluding myself.

We are agroup of Social Work
students at Massey University
who are neither Maori nor
Pakeha, and who are frequently
overlooked and ignored in terms
ofasubject that is very personal to
us - that is, racism.

We would like to thank Anna-
Marie for bringing attention to
what we call being “minorities
among minorities”, and for her
courage in committing her feel-
ings and thoughts on paper.

We look forward to the time
when we are recognised and ac-
knowledged as having something
of value to contribute to the anti-
racism movement, and to our so-
ciety in general.

SARAH DESOUZA
Palmerston North

COURTNEY® 1989

MORE SMOKE SIGNALS

Dear Broadsheet,

J. Bellwood’s letter (November
Broadsheet) objecting to the ac-
tivities of Deirdre Kent and other
members of Action on Smoking
and Health (ASH) misses the
point of what ASH is trying to do.
It is not trying to deprive smokers
of the comfort which smoking
gives them - instead it is drawing
attention to the fact that the long-
term cost of such short-term
comfort is unacceptably high.

Every year nearly one thou-
sand New Zealand women die of
diseases directly related to smok-
ing - cancer, lung, and heart dis-
eases. New Zealand women are
among the “Top Ten” in the world
when it comes to deaths from lung
cancer, with a rate of 22.4 deaths
for every 100,000 women. Maori
women are particularly at risk,
since 59 percent of Maori women
smoke.

Any feminist who cares about
women’s health has got to point
out these horrific statistics, and try
to do something about them.

Recent New Zealand research
shows that smoking is a legitimate
matter of concern to non-smok-
ers. Leaving aside the consider-
able taxation burden on the major-
ity of non-smokers which goes
towards financing medical care
for those who have contracted
smoking-related illnesses, there is
the physical burden endured by
non-smokers subjected to smoke

in workplaces and public places.
We know that nearly 50 New
Zealanders die each year as a re-
sult of illnesses contracted in the
course of “passive smoking”
(breathing the smoke from other
people’s cigarettes). We do not
know how many people have
respiratary illnesses exacerbated
by passive smoking but it is well
known that smokers take more
sick leave than non-smoking
workers and most non-smokers
experience physical discomfort
(sometimes pain) if consistently
exposed to smoke.

So - as a feminist opposed to
women being killed and disabled,
and particularly worried by the
current trend towards increased
female smoking; as a citizen con-
cerned about health spending who
would rather see her taxes spent
on health promotion and non-pre-
ventable illnesses; and as an indi-
vidual who suffers from stinging
eyes, shortness of breath and
impairment of mental concentra-
tion after thirty minutes exposure
to tobacco smoke, | wish ASH
every success.

However, | sympathise with
Ms Bellwood’s position as a
woman suffering the stress of un-
employment. It is certainly an
indictment of our society that
people need drugs to help them
make it through the day. Women
are particularly at risk, as rising
rates of female alcoholism, smok-
ing and psycho-active drug abuse
show. Beating the Ladykillers, a
book on women and smoking by
Bobbie Jacobson, addresses this
problem head on. Her research
shows that women are more likely
to take up smoking as a form of
stress management - which is
why it is often so hard for women
to give it up.

So attempts to guilt-trip
women, or appeal to their will-
power, as ameans of getting them
to give up smoking, are unlikely to
succeed as well as they do with
men, who tend to take up smoking
for pleasure and can give it up
using “masculine” willpower
when they realise that their pleas-
ure is poisoning them. Jacobson,
an ex-smoker, argues that women
must first identify what need
smoking serves for them, and then
see if they can work out ways to
meet that need which will not
harm their health. Her book gives
details on how to do this, and |
would thoroughly recommend it
to any woman who wants to quit
smoking, or help others to quit.

| hope Ms Bellwood comes
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DEADLINES
For the April issue 26
February, for May 26 March.

ADVERTISING

Our advertising rates are
very competitive. Basic rates
for Black and white
advertising inside the
magazine (excluding GST)
are: full-page $660; half
$360; quarter $185; eighth
$120; classified 30c per word
prepaid, 40c per word if we
bill you; classified display
box $40. Further details on
request. Phone Tanya,

(09) 608-535

SUBSCRIPTIONS

A sub is $40 per year - you
get your magazine posted to
you. Add a donation for a
sustaining sub of $60 or
consider a two-year ($75 or
$105 sustaining) or three-
year ($110 or $150
sustaining) subscription.
Overseas rates (these plus the
horrendous costs of overseas
postage) on pg 2.

Regular readers please note:
we get a better return from
subs than from bookshop
sales.

SUB EXPIRY

We now have a line at the
bottom of mail-out labels
stating the issue number at
which your subscription
expires. (The issue number is
on the cover and the contents
page of every magazine.) We
hope this will alert
subscribers to renew their
subs before they expire - the
renewal notice that we put in
the magazine seems to often
get overlooked. If the
number on your label is the
same as the issue number on
the cover, we won’t be
sending you any more until
you renew.

STILL ON SUBS

Recent chnages of address
may have been affected by a
“blip” in our computer
operation. If your Jan/Feb
magazine was sent to your
old address, please let us
know. Changes of address
since the end of December
will not be affected. We
apologise for any
inconvenience.

APOLOGIES

To Benita Kape, whose
second name was wrongly
spelt on her poem on page 4
of the December issue and to
Charmaine Poutney for
leaving the “e” off her name
on the cover of the Jan/Feb
issue.
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into the job of her choice, or some
similar good fortune, in the very
near future. In the meantime |
hope she will think over the rea-
sons why others have a legitimate
interest in her smoking, especially
when she does it in public, but
even when she does it in private. If
smokers (and tobacco manufac-
turers) had exercised voluntary
restraint in the past, rather than
pushing the extremely spurious
“right to pollute” and “right to
make big profits”, we would not
need organisations like ASH
which are pushing for compulsory
restraints today.

CHRISTINE DANN

Dunedin

JOB-SHARE BLUES

Dear Broadsheet,

In anticipation ofthe arrival of our
first child in March | applied for
three months’ leave from my job
as manager of small company.

We were surprised at how long
it took to find the right person to
fill the position for that period,
with the possibility of ajob-share
afterwards. It was difficult to lo-
cate some of the women who may
have been interested, as they have
fewer links with the business
world.

As aresult | am interested to
hear from any women who are
interested in this whole concept of
job sharing/retuming to the paid
workforce to contact me as | have
begun keeping records in the hope
that we can all help each other to
continue to do whatever balance
of paid work/home work that we
prefer. You may be: a) wanting to
ease out of the paid workforce to
spend more time in other areas,
and thus would be creating ajob-
share position; b) wanting to re-
turn to the paid workforce in ajob-
share capacity; c¢) unemployed
and willing to accept a job-share
position in your area of expertise;
d) wanting to offer support in the
form of informally arranged,
quality, paid childcare/gardening/
other help to those women who
wish to continue their involve-
ment in the paid workforce; )
wanting to be on stand-by for oc-
casional, specific projects that
require your skills.

All these options exist but it is
up to us to become organised so
that we may all do what we prefer.
We can’t go any further without
your suggestions and support so if
you are remotely interested, con-
tact me at 41 Prospect Terrace, Mt
Eden. Phone 688 491.

LIZ CAUGHEY

EXECUTIVE ANSWER
Dear Broadsheet,
It may be worth correcting some
of the errors in a recent letter by
one of your correspondents, Fiona
Stevens (Broadsheet, December
1988).

Firstly, as a matter of explicit
Government policy the Ministry

is directed to focus on the equality
of women. Itis, of course, impor-
tant that the question of equity -
the relative fairness with which
women are treated - be addressed.
It is, however, my primary objec-
tive, and the purpose of the De-
partment, to provide policy ad-
vice on the achievement of equal-
ity, especially for Maori women,
women in low or unpaid work,
and Pacific Island women.

There are numerous situations
in which positive discrimination
is necessary. | have no idea why
Ms Stevens thinks that the Minis-
try has not supported this view-
point. We do, and will continue to
do so wherever this appears to be
the most effective way to ensure
equality in practice, as contrasted
with a theoretical possibility.

In a recent submission on re-
source management law reform,
for instance, the Ministry has
argued that the “unit of assess-
ment” in evaluating alternative
uses of natural resources, should
be the benefits and costs to Maori
women. The emphasis on Maori
women appeared to us to capture
the significant issues for Maori,
within the framework of the
Treaty of Waitangi, and for
women, given their long-standing
concern to protect and conserve
the natural environment, and the
disproportionate costs they bear,
and have borne for centuries, as a
result of inefficient, exploitative
or casually destructive environ-
mental mis-management. Your
readers are most welcome to a
copy of this submission, which
was premised clearly on the view
that positive discrimination in the
interests of women applies to a far
wider field than, say, recruitment
and employment practices.

I am not entirely clear about
what Ms Stevens means in sug-
gesting that women should or
might be asked to compete for
resources on unequal terms. This
does not sound to me like a policy
proposal that would appeal to the
Government, and would certainly
not form part of any advice of-
fered by this Ministry. On the con-
trary, the Ministry is explicitly
required to direct its attention, and
focus its advice, on policies which
are explicitly intended to equalise
the opportunities, substantially
increase access to resources and
expand the social and economic
capacity of women, especially
Maori women, to reduce the gaps
which are now so apparent.

There is no-one in the Minis-
try, including me, who supports in
the slightest degree the “political/
economic rape of women by the
present Government” - in the
past, now or in the future. It would
be non-sensical to interpret any of
the Ministry’s activities, or any of
the advice that it provides, in this
entirely unwarranted manner.
Your readers should be assured
that our work is about supporting,

promoting, and advancing
women’s equality, and actively
identifying any area of public or
private sector activity which is or
could be exploitative, or damag-
ing, to their wellbeing or their
equality.

JUDITH AITKEN

Ministry of Women’s Affairs.

WHERE CREDIT IS DUE

Dear Broadsheet,

It was good to read Susan Gore’s
article “The Politics of Money” in
the November 1988 issue of
Broadsheet. | would like to re-
spond to your request for further
information for your readers
about Credit Unions.

A Credit Union is a member-
owned and operated financial co-
operative. Each Credit Union
accepts members from a pre-de-
termined “common bond”, e.g.
employees of XYZ Ltd, workers
in XYZ industry, residents of a
specified community, or any
other viable grouping.

Members pool their funds
through a variety of savings
acounts to form a loan fund. Per-
sonal loans are made to members
at below-market interest rates.
Modest returns on savings are
paid to members as an annual
dividend. Many Credit Unions
also offer arange of services such
as bill payment, Christmas Club,
children’s accounts, term invest-
ments, etc.

There are some 200 Credit
Unions in Aotearoa (NZ) affili-
ated to the NZ Credit Union
League with $104 million of
members’ savings. Unfortunately
many people are not covered by
the common bond of any Credit
Union - a situation that is slowly
being rectified as Credit Unions
merge and expand to ensure their
survival.

Credit Unions are threatened
by both the changes in the finan-
cial services sector (so-called “de-
regulation”) as well as the effects
of “economic restructuring”. Re-
dundancies in industries served
by Credit Unions reduces the
membership and financial base of
those Credit Unions.

Readers who may wish more
information about Credit Unions,
or about a Credit Union in their
area are invited to contact: NZ
Credit Union League, PO Box
383, Hamilton. Phone (071)390
033.

GREG PIRIE
Manager-Consultancy Services.

Dear Broadsheet,
I’ve been told that there is a re-
quest for information about ethi-
cal investment opportunities in
last month’s issue of Broadsheet.
Trade Aid is a local non-profit
alternative trading organisation
which offers an opportunity for
ethical investment. Trade Aid
operates as a “normal” business,
in most ways, but one notable



exception is the relationship
Trade Aid has with producer
groups. Briefly this means - pay-
ing a fair price - set by producers
- pre-paying many groups, al-
ways the most disadvantaged
groups - working to ensure that
maximum benefits remain in the
developing country, i.e. with tea,
all blending and packaging is
done in country of origin.

Trade Aid has a positive dis-
crimination policy towards
women’s groups, recognising the
added oppression experienced by
women in developing countries,
and towards groups working to
preserve their culture through tra-
ditonal craft work.

Trade Aid has also launched a
special Commodities Action
fund, an account to raise capital
for importation of everyday items
such as tea, coffee, spices, soap,
papads, cocoa, etc. As Trade Aid
operates in an entirely different
way from the transnationals, there
is always a need for huge capital
input to ensure a competitive
place in the market place for
Trade Aid goods. Much more in-
formation could be supplied if
you are interested from Trade Aid
(Importers) Ltd, PO Box 18620,
Christchurch.

MARIE VENNING

OWNING UP

Dear Broadsheet,

| am awoman with a schizo-affec-
tive disorder. That is schizophre-
nia and manic depression rolled
into one.

| want society to accept that |
have moods that are really big and
powerful, from highs like drug-
induced highs to lows where | feel
I would be better off dead. In be-
tween times | am fine.

Sometimes | have delusions,
perform strange rituals and write
crazy letters, at other times 1 work,
rest and play like anybody else.

I want society to understand
that | need acceptance, friendship
and love as others do.

I live in a community house
and have a part-time job subsi-
dised by the invalid’s benefit. |
derive a lot of satisfaction from
my four-hour-day job and feel |
am a valued and useful part of
society. Doing anything, work or
otherwise, is beneficial. It boosts
my fragile self-esteem.

Can you accept people like me
for what we are? Like us and love
us?

YVONNE TURNER
Wellington

ANARCHO-FEMINISM
Dear Broadsheet,

We are two womin who believe
that any real change in society
must come from outside the “sys-
tem”. We believe it is not neces-
sary for anyone to have authority
over another; we can control our
own lives. Itis important, we feel,
to have a wholistic approach to

life, and the oppressions we have
in society. We want to stress the
interconnectedness of all issues -
racism, sexism, hetrosexism, age-
ism, pacifism, animal rights, chil-
dren’srights, etc, etc. These are all
related to each other in various
ways, and to separate them out
runs the danger of dispersing our
energy, and losing sight of the
whole picture.

This is abrief letter that cannot
fully cover or explain our beliefs;
we wish mainly to contact other
womin who may be interested in
sharing their thoughts on these
matters with us. We are primarily
challenging patriarchal power
and would love to communicate
with anyone who wants to discuss
anarchist-feminism/non-hierar-
chical living/challenging the state
and all forms of coercive power/
etc...

We have a magazine “The Joy
of Anarcho-Feminism” which we
will gladly send to anyone inter-
ested. Issue 2 is forthcoming -
contributions are most welcome!

If you’d like to get in touch,
maybe ultimately linking to form
some sort of network of like-
minded womin, please write to us
at PO Box 63, Hamilton. In anar-
chy and peace,

JO AND TREASON

AIDS AND AFRICA

Dear Broadsheet,

Two years ago we launched this
educational campaign against
AIDS, female genital mutilation
and other traditional practices that
endanger the lives of women.

Education has been recog-
nised all over the world as a great
agent of change and with this re-
alisation we launched this cam-
paign to forestall the myths often
associated with some of those
cultural practices in order to in-
duce our women to refrain from
them. Some societies believe that
if the clitoris is not excise it will
harm the male organ during inter-
course. Some believe that a
woman without excision is un-
clean and will smell, and that the
clitoris excretes things that make a
woman smell. Others believe that
if the clitoris touches the baby’s
head the baby will die. This led us
to believe that if women don’t
have any contrary information,
they cannot risk the death of their
baby. Just de-mystifying or giv-
ing information can contribute a
lot of change.

Moreover, the campaign was
prompted by the fact that unlike
Europe and America where AIDS
have occurred in men mostly
homosexual, the opposite is the
case in Africa where women are
noted carriers. In addition, it is the
sexual aspects of AIDS that has
riveted public attention over the
disease and it is not without good
cause, but in Africa recent re-
search has shown the sexual as-
pects coupled with female genital

mutilation is the cause of the pres-
ent wide spread of AIDS. Uli
Linke ofthe University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, USA, has associ-
ated the spread of the disease in
sub-Saharan and Central African
countries to the practice. Inaletter
to the professional Science jour-
nal in January 1986, she said that
“infibulation is associated not
only with chronic pain, but with
lesions in the vaginal tissue and
bleeding leading to the presence
of blood during intercourse. In
some cases full penetration can
take up to nine months during
which time anal intercourse is a
common alternative. It is note-
worthy that the recent outbreak of
AIDS in Africa correspond geo-
graphically to those regions in
which female genital mutilation is
still practiced.”

We have also attested to this
fact, for since the mutilation is
performed with special unsteril-
ised knives and blades often
gummed with strata of blood vic-
tims, the AIDS virus is easily
transmitted from one woman to
another.

Since the launching of this
educational campaign two years
ago over radio, television, news-
papers, public enlightenment and
through home visiting, we have

met with failures and successes.
Some traditionalists have labelled
us traitors to our own people for
exposing the shameful practices
of our women in the public. Gov-
ernment agencies have consid-
ered the subject too sensitive to
assist educational programme
with funding and we have there-
fore been thrown into such serious
financial difficulties that this year
we were forced to cut our budget
by 49 percent. Nevertheless, our
gains during the period have been
very rewarding and encouraging.
Our field workers have covered
over 150,000 square kilometres of
our sub-continent and have met
with 7 million rural women and
school girls whom they dissuaded
from the practice.

Through the radio, television
and newspapers we have coun-
selled our women that purity is
spiritual and comes from within
and not by ritual mutilation of
vaginal organs. As we mark this
occasion, this educational pro-
gramme is being launched in The
Republic of Equatorial Guinea,
Central Africa for the rural
women of that region. This is
another milestone in our struggle
for freedom from age-long tradi-
tional and cultural practices
which have become instruments
of oppression, abuse and exploita-
tion; and another bold step in ful-
filling our ultimate aim of making
this programme a continental one.

I wish on my behalfand that of
our women to express our sincere
gratitude to you for your moral
and financial support to the pro-
grammes of our centre through
which we were able to make such
gains during the period under
review. As we enter the third year
of our struggle, it is expected that
our budget might be near
$100,000 considering the new
sectors that we have opened. As in
all campaigns military or other-
wise, enough funds are needed for
effective execution to ensure vic-
tory. We therefore earnestly ap-
peal to you for your continuous
support as our task is such that
cannot be accomplished over-
night. As a non-governmental
Women’s Organisation we de-
pend mostly on donations from
our friends and supporters for the
running of our programmes and
services, our success so far is
made possible by your support
which is a clear indication that
you care.

Once again, thank you foryour
support and solidarity in this diffi-
cult time of our struggle. We be-
lieve that many little steps of
many little people can change the
face of the world.

For sending of donation or
inquiries write to: Hannah Ede-
mikpong, Women'’s Centre, Box
185, Eket, Akwa Ibom State,
Nigeria, West Africa.

HANNAH EDEMIKPONG
Nigeria
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.. BROADCAST

AIR NEW ZEALAND
CABIN CREW

The Equal Opportunities
Tribunal found for the Air
New Zealand female cabin
crew who had brought a
case of sex discrimination
against their employer. Pat
Rosier looks at some of the
issues and implications that
the case highlights.

Details of the case were reported in
Broadsheet 156, March 1988.

In brief, the complaint centred
around the fact that 17 women who had
joined Air New Zealand as cabin crew
before 1975 had been held at the bottom
level of the four-tier career structure.
(Since 1975 women and men havejoined
the airline on the same conditions.)

As | said in the March 88 Broadsheet,
“The claim is against the airline for not
promoting the women, but the battle is
also with the male-dominated union.”
The men have opposed a fair deal for the
women because if they were promoted to
the equivalent position in the cabin crew
hierarchy as men who began service
when they did, it would affect the men’s
seniority and slow their promotion.

The antagonism of the union towards
the women’s case has created great diffi-
culty for many of us. We do not want to
join the “union-bashing” that has become
a favourite sport of the media in recent
years, nor do we want to condone its atti-
tude and actions towards this group of its
members. Inaclimate where bothemploy-
ers and the government are undermining
the union movement in the so-called inter-
ests of a “flexible labour market” and eco-
nomic development (which is serving the
interests of capital rather than workers) it
is important to support the union move-
ment, the only organised movement for
workers. But within that overall support
we have to be critical ofaunion that fights
for a few of its members at the expense of
others. This was described in the Equal
Opportunities Tribunal (EOT) decision on
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the case as “a fundamental conflict be-
tween the demand for equality made by a
small group of senior female air cabin
crew and the career expectations of their
male colleagues.”

Women working for pay and employ-
ment equity for women have been saying
for a long time now that while legislation
will not in itself bring about change itis a
necessary first step. The need for ongoing
struggle is well established by the factthat,
on average, a New Zealand woman in paid
work earns two-thirds of what a man
earns. They also often miss out on Occu-
pational benefits such as length of service
bonuses, loans, promotion opportunities,
superannuation and cars. The Working
Group on Equal Employment Opportu-
nites and Equal Pay was convened by
Margaret Wilson. It reported last year on

2008

the need for “government to legislate
against the undervaluation of women’s
work in the paid workforce, and to re-
dress the obstacles to equal employment
for women.” (Broadsheet 162, October
1988, p 6)) The findings of this report
have been, in general, endorsed by
women in the union movement.

The EOT report further supports the
need for legislation, when it says:

“It is admirable that the seventeen
women involved in this case have had
the will to persist for so long with their
demand for equality. Many others would
surely have given up in despair years be-
fore. That these women have had to wait
so long for a remedy however, is a de-
pressing illustration of how desperately
slow the process of change can be. The
Tribunal has been reinforced in its view
that, while education has a major role to
play in fighting sex discrimination, there
are occasions when the law must inter-
vene if a remedy is to be provided.”

The tribunal goes on to totally vindi-
cate the women’s claims and direct the
airline to re-align each ofthem in aposi-
tion in the cabin crew seniority and ca-
reer structure that it has determined they
would have reached had they been fairly
treated. Thus, there are now, for the first
time, three females in the highest rank of
chief purser. (Four were re-located at
this rank, one did not take it.)

The EOT would not apportion blame
between the union and the airline because
damages are claimed by the women for
amounts (over $12,000) above the level
for which the EOT has jurisdiction. If not
settled out of court the damages claim will
have to go on to the High Court.

Throughout the hearing Air New Zea-
land kept a low profile, one interpretation
of which is that they didn’t take it very
seriously, another that they were embar-
rassed by it. There is no mistaking the fact
that any efforts they made to redress the
complaints of the women (which were
made repeatedly, through the union, the
Human Rights Commission and directly
to airline management, over 14 years)
were less concerned with justice than with
not antagonising the union. Which again
points to the need for legislation: had there



been an equal pay and opportunity act in
force the airline would have had no choice
but to act decisively and justly. The EOT
report comments: “We gained the strong
impression that Air NZ regarded the real
protagonists as the complainants and the
Union and wished to avoid appearing ac-
tively to support either.” (p 8) The Tribu-
nal came to believe that the union was
supporting selected members, as is shown
by this statement:

“Although the Union Executive ac-
cepted that some kind of solution had to be
found for these women, there can be little
doubt that its sympathies were for the
complaints of the men; and that it was
committed to finding a solution which
would not disrupt their career expecta-
tions.. .. The demand forre-alignment was
seen to be so unreasonable as to be fanci-
ful.” (p 22) The union was, “...unwilling
or unable really to appreciate the inequity
of the women’s position ...” (p 29)

PROSTITUTES

The avant-garde or the traitors
of the women's movement?
Saskia of the New Zealand
Prostitutes Collective

(NCPC) writes.

In October last year the NZPC opened
its office in Wellington. So far a
network with bases in Christchurch
and Auckland has been established.

The initiative was started by a group of
working girls interested in setting up a
support and education group targeting the
sexwork industry. There was also an ap-
proach by the Health Departmentexpress-
ing concern about Aids and its implica-
tions for sexworkers. Recent statistics
indicate clearly that we don’t have to
consider ourselves a high risk group be-
cause we have always used condoms.
There are no high-risk groups, just high-
risk behaviours and we are setting up an
education programme to make it clear that
we simply cannot afford to let Aids infil-
trate our scene.

The collective has established a lot of
contacts with different groups around the
country as well as internationally. Seeing
the need to exchange experiences and to
support each other indicates that we con-
sider ourselves not only as AIDS/STD
(sexually transmitted diseases) educators
but also as being aware of political impli-
cations concerning our scene.

Therefore we would like to speak out to
the women’s movement to show how we
see and analyse the old battle ... prosti-
tutes contra feminists.

But, finds the tribunal: “Responsibility
in the end, rested with the Airline.” Argu-
ments that the women were less experi-
enced in various ways, that some had
shown their satisfaction with earlier op-
tions by accepting them, that men and
women joining the airline in the early
seventies had different career expecta-
tions, do not in the Tribunal’s opinion,
negate the women’sclaims. “We are satis-
fied that the disparities between the re-
spective ranks of the complainants and
their male counterparts were not due to
any material difference other than the dif-
ference of sex.” In fact, a 1975 agreement,

“failed to afford the complainants any
credit for their past years of experience in
cabin crew work or recognition of their
individual merits. What itdid was ‘lock’in
the differences in rank and position be-
tween men and women that existed at that
time...” (p 41)

The issue of harassment is dealt with in
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A lot of what has been written about
feminists from the women’s movement
point of view has been published by non-
prostitutes. Working girls are therefore
often pictured in a stereotypic fashion.
Some feminists see us idealistically, as in-
dependent, the money-making avant-
garde of the women’s movement, using
our sexuality as a tool to get what we want
out of men with casual sexual encounters.

Another group gives us no credit at all:
we’re just the traitors of the whole move-
ment, ignoring all the implications of
women’s exploitation by profiteers and
the link between prostitution and the ob-
jectification of women’s sexuality. Some
women’s groups see us only in the role of
a victim who needs help to find the way
back to society. These women offer quite
a lot of understanding as long as the pros-
titute remains in that role and is willing to
change sides in sisterhood.

A quite huge group of feminists have
the realistic and broad-minded approach
that prostitution is a capitalistic reality and
would like to create a society without it.

the report. It states that Air New Zealand’s
“policies and practices contributed to a
situation in which hostility towards many
ofthe complainants has been able to flour-
ish.” Media reports on the harrassment
that was revealed during the hearing to-
tally failed to acknowledge the way in
which this particular exercise of male
power is so successful in silencing
women; complaining isjust “not worth it”.
Air New Zealand has an educative respon-
sibility here.

So the women won their case in that
they have been re-aligned in their rightful
places in Air New Zealand’s cabin crew
hierarchy. Compensation has still to be
decided and there is some suggestion that
the union might appeal the Tribunal’s
decision. In many ways the struggle for
this group of women will not ever be over,
but what they have accomplished is a vic-
tory for all working women.

They see the need to change the situation
which exploits all of us, actually realising
the need to protect all women against dis-
crimination and exploitation. This state-
ment will include all other forms of pros-
titution, meaning situations where women
are not determining their own sexuality,
therefore losing a lot of its significance. It
still seems to remain a moralistic issue for
these feminists to make a statement about
prostitution.

Analysing all these different views and
statements from an experienced broad
field of women’s groups, it seems to me
that the prostitutes themselves miss out.
There is a lot of talk about prostitution but
seldom talk with prostitutes. There is an
image, but there are never real people
whose opinions are asked for. The
women’s movement has published quite a
lot about prostitution and how feminists
see that particular group. Prostitutes never
speak about what they think of feminists.

As aresult both groups seem to have no
real communication or ways of co-opera-
tion atall. Unfortunately there have been a
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HOW MANY RAINFOREST
CANCER CURES MUST BE
BULLDOZED BEFORE
YOU JOIN US?

Y It may look like just another pretty flower, but the Madagascar Peri-
winkle has saved many children from the death sentence of leukaemia. The
rainforests where it was first found will soon be gone.

At present rates of rainforest destruction, over 2000 plants with anti-

cancer properties will have been lost by the turn of the century.
In the name of ‘development’, international banks, the logging

\4

A companies and other multinationals are still devastating the rainforests.

Their bulldozers must be spiked - before it’s too late.
Find out how. Support Friends of the Earth’s Rainforest Campaign.

HELP THE EARTH FIGHT BACK
Name

Address

A
I enclose a donation of $50/$25/$10 other. Please send £ Ss&.
to Rainforest campaign, Friends of the Earth, P.O. Box »
39 065, Auckland West.

few occasions when the feminists wid-
ened that gap of misunderstanding even
more by joining in demonstrations, boy-
cotts and statements against a whole part
of the sex industry without realizing that
this is an important working space for a lot
of women.

We hope that with the founding of the
collective we will have a chance to fill that
gap of misunderstanding with real facts
and that we also start a discussion that will
benefit all women!

For further information please write to
the NZPC, P O Box 11-412, Wellington.

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH

THE WOMEN'S
AGENDA -
WHAT IS IT?

What isyour vote worth when
all the parties have the same
lacklustre policies on women's
issues? Isa choice between
Tweedledum and
Tweedledee a real choice,
Christine Dann writes.

NZ'S Comprehensive
resource guide to
wholistic health and
lifestyle Service

Wholesale eng/piries
welcome
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Essential
Energies

1989

Please forward.......... copies at
$5.50 (GST inc.) + $1 p & p of
Essential Energies to:-

welledldy st, p.o. AL Box 6120,
Ph: (09) 444 - 0440

Ninety years ago women thought that
having the vote would make a big
difference.With access to the ballot box,
women would have a say in government
and could start promoting women’s
rights and redressing women’s wrongs
through Establishment political
channels. Only it wasn’t quite that
simple...

The Suffragettes’dream ofa“women’s
vote” did not materialise and there seemed
to be no discernable difference between
male and female voting behaviour. Until
now...

Pollsters and political analysts in recent
years have noted anew phenomenon in the
polls, and they have dubbed it the “gender
gap”. The political opinions of men and
women have started to part company, with
women being more likely to endorse can-
didates or parties who promote peace and
environmental protection, and show con-
cern for social welfare issues.

Some Wellington women thought it
was time to give the politicians ahand with
policy making, since policies attractive to
women are now definite vote catchers.
The idea of a Women’s Agenda was
launched at the 1988 Women’s Studies
Association Conference and it is starting
to spread. The Women’s Agenda is a loose
coalition of regional groups, all develop-
ing and pushing policies attractive to
women, which they want political parties
to promise to implement if elected to
government. The “mother” group is The
Women’s Agenda (Wellington), but re-
gions are encouraged to use their own
initiative.

Remember- “1990 is coming: women
will elect the next government”.

The Women’s Agenda has already
spread south. The fifth of November -
sacred to the memory of Guy Fawkes, the
only man to enter parliament with honest
intentions - was an appropriate day to
launch The Women’s Agenda (Otago),
dedicated to the honest expression of
women’s political preferences. The 40
women who attended the inaugural meet-
ing were enthusiastic about the idea of
developing a women’s political pro-
gramme which would be presented to all
parties as what they should offer if they
want women’s votes. A two hour brain-
storming session came up with the follow-
ing policies which The Women’s Agenda
(Otago) would like to see put into place:

+ ECONOMY

- graduated tax rates

- guaranteed minimum living income for
all

- state investment in productive enter-
prises, especially those working towards
co-operative self-reliance, eg Maori enter-
prises

- more money to the poor

+ EMPLOYMENT

- redefinition of work to include useful but
currently unpaid labour (and hence elegi-
bility for minimum living income)

- redistribution and protection of employ-



ment hours, ie same protections/ privi-
leges for part-time workers as full-time
workers; highly paid full-time jobs to be
split and shared among two or more part-
time workers

- revalue “unemployment” - the unem-
ployed are “national martyrs”, those em-
ployed in high-paid jobs which could be
shared are “job robbers”

- no youth rates

+ EQUITY

- legislation for pay and opportunity eq-
uity

- establishment of Pay Equity Bureau
-ensure female representation by prevent-
ing parties from contesting elections un-
less they have a minimum 40% female
candidacy (this is the situation in Iceland)

« EDUCATION

- establish and support a national Gender
Inclusive Resource Centre

-thereal uses, ieemployers, should pay for
tertiary education via company taxes

* CHILDCARE

- recognise childcare as a universal right
and a state responsibility

- all large work places should provide
childcare

- after school care should be available for
all children

- the Human Rights Commission should
research/supportimproved child care pro-
visions as partofa“children’srights” brief

* VIOLENCE

- full government funding for women’s
refuges, rape crisis centres etc (to be run
independently)

- mandatory rehabilitation referrals for
violent men

- better police training/accountability

+ SEXUALITY/REPRODUCTION

- repeal CS&A Act

- Human Rights Commission legislation
to preventdiscrimination against lesbians/
gays

- improved enforcement provisions for
Human Rights Commission

- human relationships/sexuality education
available in schools from primary school
onwards.

Otago invites other Women’s Agenda
groups to discuss these policies, develop
(and share) their own, and start putting
pressure on the chaps in power.

There was some time left over for the
“serious” side of political campaigning —
sloganeering. After 30 minutes slogging
away at slogans the group came up with
some good ones - please feel free to use
them on bumper stickers, letterheads,
cards or anywhere else you fancy:

- User pays isn’tpaying halfthe users
- Women support women who support
women

- Corporate managers can’t

- A male government is a minority
government

- Real men share power

- Our country needs us

- No kidding around - statefunded child-
care now

- Let equal pay start today

THE BURNETT CLINIC

AUCKLAND'S AIDS CLINIC

OFFERS A SERVICE FOR WOMEN

Women counsellors and doctors are available at the clinic to
work with women who feel they may have been
at risk from HIV/AIDS.

THEY PROVIDE:

An opportunity for women to get information about AIDS, the HIV
antibody test, and how it relates to their health. An opportunity to
have a complete medical assessment. An opportunity, where
necessary, to take the AIDS antibody test. The test is available free of
charge from the Burnett Clinic. Holistic wellness programmes for
women with HIV and AIDS.

ALL CONTACT WITH THE CLINIC ISANONYMOUS
(your true identity will not be known).
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT AT THE BURNETT CLINIC
CALL (09) 395 560.

The receptionist will ask you to supply a first name (not necessarily
yours) and a group of three letters. From then on you will be
identified by that first name and code. They cannot be traced to you.

Telephone (09) 395 560

BURNETT CLINIC WALLACE BLOCK
AUCKLAND HOSPITAL GRAFTON

- The hand that rocks the cradle can rock the
boat

- Electricorp is on a big power trip

- A woman’s place is in the House

Otago women who would like to join The

Politically active women, Margaret Wilson,
Maryann Street and Sandie Beattie.

PHOTO: GIL hanly

Women’s Agenda (Otago) should write to P O

Box 6231 Dunedin North or ring Christine on

Dunedin 710-313. Canterbury women who

want to join the Agenda network should con-

tact Helen Leahy at 49 Derby St, At Albans,

Christchurch 1. The Women’s Agenda (Can-
terbury)held a weekend get to-
gether on February 25-27. Women
from all over the South Island are
attended. The Women’s Agenda
(Wellington) contact is P O Box
9014, Wellington. Wellington has
purple & white bumper stickers
for sale at $ 1each, with the slogan
1990 is coming: women will elect
the next government”.

Are there any other Women’s
Agenda groups out there? Please
send a report of your activities, slo-
gans, fund raising ideas etc to
Broadsheet for a regular “Agenda
Update”. Would you like to start a
Women’s Agenda group in your
area? Contact Pat Rosier at Broad-
sheet or Christine Dann at
Women’s Agenda (Otago).
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As the Health Minister
charged with ushering in the
Government's new-order
health system, Helen Clark is
set to become Labour's
highest profile woman.
THEpromotion brings her nearer her stated goal
of getting “to the top of what I’'m doing, which
eventually means being a front bencher and in

office if the opportunity arises” (from Virginia
Myer’s book Head and Shoulders).

Financial Planners
Financial Advice

e Susanna Stuatrt

Phone: 774-264
for a Consultation
We All Need To Know About:
How to Plan
Savings

Home Ownership

Superannuation
Investments

Learn about these and
other financial areas
through our free
seminars

GARDNER,
BRADLEY,
O 'NEILL

115 GRAFTON RD, GRAFTON.
P.O. BOX 37425, AUCKLAND
TELEPHONE (09) 774-264
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Whether Helen Clark finds herself moved
from seat 22 in the House was undecided at the
time of writing. Nevertheless, she now has a
portfolio which is a political make-you or
break-you job.

Clark’s predecessor in Health, David
Caygill, handled the portfolio to the benefit of
his career, moving on to the lofty heights of the
finance job. On the other side of the political
coin, former Health Minister, Dr Mighael Bas-
sett, was not quite as successful in the job and
went on to local government and internal af-
fairs.

Helen Clark is expected to largely continue
the quietly assertive style of Caygill. This
means sticking to the rigid budgetary con-
straints the Government is pursuing, and being
loyal to Cabinet and Caucus decisions, even if
they go against Clark’s personal views.

In health, there are the perennial issues
which politicians blanch at - like abortion and
contraception, the up and coming reproductive
technology issue, the endless calls for more
money, and arguments about priorities in
health care: heart transplants or preventive
medicine?

It is unclear how Helen Clark will handle
issues like abortion. At a brief interview about
her appointment, she asserted that her views
were well known and that it was a matter of the
individual choice of the woman involved.

But on the question of whether or not she
would lead acharge to liberalise the law, Helen
Clark is not yet being drawn.

This is one of those articles written without
the benefit of an interview with the subject
concerned. At time of writing Helen Clark was
refusing interviews which would involve ques-
tions of detail about her new portfolio. This was
because she herself was still being briefed and
“coming up to speed”.

And there is a lot on which she has to come
up to speed, not the least of which is the huge
shake-up of the public health system intro-
duced last year by Mr Caygill.

While he mapped out the structure the
health system would take, there ismuch leftun-
decided. This means Clark will be able to put
her own stamp on the final product.

There are many areas where she is commit-
ted to act, because of past Government prom-
ises. Of most recent relevance to women is the
Cartwright report on cervical cancer treatment,
and also the Mason report on psychiatric serv-
ices. Mr Caygill committed the Government
firmly to act on those reports.

Under the new system the Government will
have to negotiate with the area health boards to
get many of the recommendations of the re-
ports implemented. That delicate task will be
up to Helen Clark.

The negotiations between the Government
and the boards will take place this year - it’snot
known exactly when - and will include funding
levels, services the Government wants to see
carried out and performance criteria.

The Government and the boards are sup-
posed to AGREE on these contractual arrange-
ments - a seemingly impossible task for many
reasons, and especially because health services
ALWAYS need and want more money.

Much of any success to be had in the health
portfolio may hinge on what sort of relation-
ship the Government, more particularly Helen
Clark, strikes with the boards, and how well
these crucial negotiations proceed.

Clark has said she will be a “hands on”
minister. She has decided not to keep on Mr
Caygill’s former parliamentary under-secre-
tary Mr Peter Dunne, a political ally of the for-
mer Minister of Finance, Mr Douglas.

Clark will take seriously the consultation
now expected with the Labour Party’s indus-
trial wing, although she has already said it is un-
likely that the higher prescription charges in-
troduced on February 1will be able to be cut as
preferred by the party.

While Clark is labelled as one on the “left”
in the Labour Caucus, she has been strict with
her other departments - conservation and the
Housing Corporation - about overspending.
She restructured the Conservation department
after it overspent its budget, but managed to
retain a strong state involvement in housing in
the face of the Roger Douglas economic revo-
lution, wherein the state was rapidly removing
itself from all sort of business activities.

She endeared herself to greenies and many
on the left by taking on the mining industry in
Coromandel. But although vetoeing a mining
venture by Spectrum Resources was a coura-
geous move, Helen Clark was careful never to
step outside what the governing legislation
allowed her to do. However the High Court
later ruled that the minister should reconsider
her decision.

It has not been an easy road to the health
portfolio for Clark. Her frank interview,
printed in Virginia Myer’sbhook about success-
ful New Zealand women, outlines the personal
anguish and frustration Helen Clark has faced
in party and Parliamentary politics.

“When | married a lot of personal criticism
stopped. But | felt really compromised. | think
legal marriage is unnecessary and | would not
have formalised the relationship except for
going into Parliament. | have always railed
against it privately,” she says in Head and
Shoulders.

Then, once she got into the House she had to
face male colleagues.

She said: “People get totally out of control
in caucus. Men in particular lose control en-
tirely. They scream and shout and are person-
ally abusive. It’s really quite extraordinary. |

THERE'S «ONLY» ONE

Sr HARVEST XS?

Wholefo(OdS

AUCKLAND’SNO 1
NATURAL FOOD STORE

ONE-STOP SHOPPING FOR
ALL CARING VEGETARIAN’S
KITCHENS

“DELICIOUSLY HEALTHY”

* GENUINE ORGANIC FREE-RANGE EGGS

* NATURAL SUGAR-FREE FIZZY DRINKS

* FRESHEST, CHEAPEST NUTS, RICES,
GRAINS

* SUCCULENT ORGANIC DRIED FRUITS

* SUPERIOR RANGE REMEDIES,
SUPPLEMENTS, EXPERTISE

THE BIG FRIENDLY YELLOW SHOP

403-405 RICHMOND RD,
GREY LYNN
TELEPHONE (09) 763 107



never scream and shout, that’s not my nature.
I've learnt to deal with their behaviour by
taking notes while they’re shouting and
screaming to make sure that | reply to all the
points they’ve made. That infuriates them.
Fran Wilde takes shorthand, which infuriates
them too.”

Clark was hurt when she failed to be se-
lected as an under-secretary following the 1984
Labour win. She says she was “as deserving as
anyone, but | was left out for factional reasons.”

But now she is IN. As such Helen Clark is a
team player, something which may frustrate
activists who long for a minister who, where
necessary, will break ranks and speak out on
what they believe is an important issue. Going
by her past record, Clark is unlikely to take the
maverick route. She did not follow her old ally,
Jim Anderton“down that path to rebellion and
has reiterated her commitment to the team
since her health appointment.

In an interview with National Business Re-
view’s Linda Clark, Helen Clark said that
every person who was honest about theirrole in
any political party would say that they gave up
a lot of what they would do as an individual
when they accepted the disciplines of working
within a system.

In ‘Head and Shoulders’ she said that be-
sides helping rebuild the Labour Party (with
Jim Anderton in the pre-1984 years) her other
main achievement had been being influential in
Labour’s foreign policy. In that role she
chaired the Foreign Affairs Select Committee.
Atone stage it was rumoured she might become
Minister of Defence, and it was said that even
some of the most conservative defence bureau-
crats believed she would be a plus in the job,
considered professional and capable.

“I’m an optimist by nature and I like to think
there "1lbe a better day. Perhaps my chance will
come with the fifth Labour Government. That
could be about 1996 and I’ll just be in my
prime.” (From Head and Shoulders). =

Cameo Associates

Independent Financial Advice
and Servicesfor Women

Need Financial Advice?
Get independent
assistance from women
you can trust.
CAMEO

Financial Planning

¢ Superannuation

Insurance

Investment

e Tax Returns

Phone us now for
Free Consultation.

Ph (04)859 224

1st Floor, 130 Cuba St

PO Box 6165, Te AroWellington

Cameo . . .
working in women’ interests

Broadsheet will be there,
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OPEN 9.30AM 6.00PM
STUDENT UNION BUILDING
AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY, PRINCES ST

stand 55, come and see us!

RESHAPING LOCAL
BODIES

Jenny Rankine writes about
some implications of
proposed local body

changes.

The three Rs - roads, rats and rates -
were the traditional preoccupations of
local bodies in New Zealand. Practical
and uncontroversial stuff.

Not many councils have delved into the
dangerous waters of social audits, childcare
provision or community development. And
most shove the buck of Maori consultation and

ADMISSION $5.00

the Treaty of Waitangi straight back to central
government as soon as it’s mentioned. Maori
kawa(protocol) sits very uneasily in these insti-
tutions. After all, our chaotic system of pest
destruction boards, noxious plant authorities,
drainage boards, borough and county councils,
harbour boards and the rest was established by
central government as a direct transplant from
England in 1876.

The seventh Local Government Commis-
sion’sjargon about “efficient service delivery”
just clothes the traditional preoccupations in
the current marketspeak. It proposes the aboli-
tion of hundreds of special purpose boards and
territorial councils. They will be replaced with
14 regional councils, which will set policy and
have one member elected from every national
electorate within their boundary. These
boundaries are based largely on water catch-
ment areas. Elections for all the new local

BARRY & McFADDEN
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

PARTNERS: Sandra May Barry LL.B
Elisabeth Madeleine McEadden LL.B
39 Jervois Rd, Ponsonby, Auckland
Telephone 784-959 or 788-146

747 Whangaparaoa Rd.P.O. Box 260, Whangaparaoa
Tel: (0942) 45763
COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS,
PROPERTY CONVEYANCING,
WILLS, ESTATE PLANNING,
MATRIMONIAL.
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bodies will be held in October this year.

Within regional council areas there will be
smaller district or city councils proposed,
amalgamated from existing ones. Most of these
councils will be required to have district serv-
ice centres where locals can register their dogs,
pay rates, apply for council housing, get infor-
mation for planning and permit applications, or
about recreation and community services.
Local councils will be divided into wards, often
bigger than present whole councils, but with
only around one to five elected representatives.
The commission has suggested the formation
of ward committees made up of local people
and councillors to represent “sub-district iden-
tities”. But their composition and number has
been left up to the councils.

Public outrage about the changes proposed
in this massive reform has concentrated on the
forced amalgamations of small boroughs and
county councils. The lack of any requirements
for Maori partnership under the treaty, gender
equality in elected positions or assessment of
the social impact of local government deci-
sions has drawn little comment.

Maori input to the reforms has been mini-
mal. The commission was appointed in 1985
and received submissions and reports from
local bodies before theGovemment decided on
a more comprehensive review in December
1987. After all that had happened a Maori con-
sultative group was appointed by Local Gov-
ernment Minister Michael Bassett with mem-
bers recommended by Koro Wetere, Minister
of Maori Affairs. It first met early last year.

It was meant to report on treaty issues and
the representation of Maori interests and its
existence has pre-empted iwi(tribe)-based
criticism of the reorganisation proposals. At
least one of the group’s members is Pakeha and
as elected mayors or local body staff, group
members are not directly accountable to iwi.

To some Maori the group doesn’t have the
mana to make the decisions needed. It also
seems to have few resources, because its report
was not finished in January, two months after
the commission’s final draft report hit the
bookshop shelves. Another instance of setting
Maori consultation up to fail. The “Maori per-
spective” from the group’s report was meant to
be included in the first legislation covering the
reorganisation, planned for introduction to par-
liament this month.

The group’s report had no chance for the
detailed consultation and feedback necessary
for Maori decision-making about national is-
sues before the bill’s introduction. And the
only other chance for a say is at the select
committee stage, where alterations to bills
about proposed new structuredare usually
minimal.

Auckland Regional Authority Maori plan-
ner Hirini Matunga has suggested the creation
of a Maori Local Government Commission
(LGC) representing the iwi and recommends a
raft of changes to the commission’s proposals
in a report to the group. They include:

* Requiring local and regional government
to give effect to the treaty.

* The creation of a Maori constituency or
ward in all local councils to elect two members.

e The setting up of Treaty of Waitangi
standing committees in all regional councils.

» Tangata whenua (indigenous people) rep-
resentation on all local and regional council
committees dealing with land use and re-
sources.

* Affirmative action policies for appointing
Maori staff.

« A requirement that local and regional
bodies appoint a Maori cultural adviser.
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Wings

SCHOOL OF PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
AND CREATION SPIRITUALITY
DIRECTOR: SUZANNE VESTY

TERM ONE WEEKEND WORKSHOPS

¢ FOLLOW YOUR STAR - March Il & 12
Leader Tracey Schubert. Cost $115.00
WHERE WE ARE NOW

— A Workshop for Men — March 18& 19
Leader Martin Sutcliffe. Cost $115.00

* PERSONAL PICTURE MAKING - April 1& 2

Leader Felicity West. Cost $115.00

e SELF ILLUMINATION:

A Workshop in Journal Process

- April 15& 16

Leader Marilyn Sutcliffe. Cost $110.00

« THE DANCE CRAFT* An introduction
— April 22 & 23
Leader Alison East. Cost $99.00

« MEN IN INTIMACY:
A Workshop for Men — April 29 & 30
Leader Paul Baakman. Cost $125.00

*« WOMEN IN INTIMACY:
A Workshop for Women — May 6 & 7
Leader Elaine Dyer. Cost $110.00

NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NOR ANY SPECIAL TALENT IS REQUIRED

For brochures and further information, contact Wings,
Phone 866-310 (mornings)
or write Wings, P.O. Box 41-048, St Lukes, Auckland

ALL ENQUIRIES ARE WELCOME

* Maori secretariats in all regional councils.

*A requirement that local and regional
government include Maori kawa into all stand-
ing orders and codes of practice.

These ideas are supported by Auckland City
councillor Betty Wark, one of two Maori on the
council, and Waereti Norman, Northern Maori
representative on the ARA. They are part of a
group of Maori councillors who have been
trying to meet the commission chairman to talk
about these issues since December.

But the chances of any of these proposals
being included on the reforms are slim, given
the institutional racism inherent in the Pakeha
concept of democracy and the vested interests
of companies which are exploiting natural re-
sources in denying Maori their treaty rights.

Te Aroha Henare, of the Ministry of the En-
vironment’s Maori secretariat in Auckland,

K% \

says iwi authorities are pushing ahead with
plans for tangata whenua representation on
local bodies, Maori purposes zones and iwi
management plans “in spite of statutory or
commission resistance”. The secretariat ex-
pects to compile iwi proposals on these
constitutional changes in April.

Pakeha feminists’ actions on the reforms
have focused on blocks to women’s participa-
tion in local government. They want childcare
provision or achildcare allowance as aright for
elected councillors and good enough pay to live
on. All this has been left out of the commis-
sion’s brief.

Women in local bodies have been pushing
for achildcare allowance for elected members
through the YWCA and WEL for five years,
says Margaret Cousins, amember of WEL and
three Wellington region local bodies. Basseett

MYRA NICOL
MOWERS -CHAINSAWS
WEEDEATERS
PETROL AND ELECTRIC
442 RICHMOND RD

GREY LYNN, AUCKLAND
PHONE 760-053

Full motor mower sales and service
Only woman owned and operated
Auckland mower service
Free pick up and delivery

EDFlyiHo

Your next itkamt

WOMEN ONLY WORKSHSOPS RUN REGULARLY
PHONE YWCA



has promised legislations allowing childcare
expenses to be reimbursed, but so far nothing
has eventuated.

Meeting times are still organised for the
schedules of men who are not responsible for
children. Some chairmen are sympathetic and
alter times to allow women councillors to drop
children to school, but others stick to the rule
book and the women just can't participate.
Margaret gives the example of a two-day
meeting on amalgamation organised for the
last week of the summer school holidays.

Bassett has also made promises about lift-
ing pay for councillors and mayors. It currently
depends on the size of the local body.

Men in local bodies tend to see women’s
push for a living wage for the work as simple
greed. But $10,000 after tax for the mayor of a
small district council means only women with
their own run-by-itself business or women
whose partners can subsidise them can afford
the job. Local body involvement is still out of
the question for women in low income fami-
lies, because not only would it lower their full
wage, but their partner's income would go
down as s/he picks up more of the housework
or childcare.

ARA member Judith Tizard says: "As long
as ward committees have areal say in planning
and setting priorities for their areas they will be
good for women."

With wards now the size of many current
councils, all women will have a harder time
getting elected, says Betty Wark. More money
will be needed to pay for campaigns, especially
for regional elections and positions on big city
councils. Margaret expects tickets and party
groupings to become much more important
with the abolition of so many elected positions.
"This means the newer younger councillors
will be left off. We'll have to go through two or
three elections to get back to the broader repre-
sentation achieved in the last few years."

As with most Rogemomical changes,
women in Aotearoa will have to push for a re-
form of the reform to get any power over the
local body decisions which have a big influ-
ence on our lives.

TOWARDS 1990

What isthe 1990 Commission,
who's on it, what isit doing?
Pat Rosier reports.

New Zealand

1990

The 1990 Commission is the one that is
not connected to the Commonwealth
Games.

UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO
DUNEDIN

LECTURESHIP IN WOMEN’S STUDIES

Applications are invited for a lectureship in Women’s Studies which is
available for a term of three years in the first instance.

The successful applicant will be a person with a record of research
achievement and the ability to participate in and co-ordinate innovative
teaching programmes. The area of specialisation is open although
preference may be given to applicants who possess a strong background
in feminist theory and method.

The appointee will be required to establish and co-ordinate a second-year
course in Women’s Studies.

It is anticipated that the new lectureship will provide a focus for courses
inWomen’s Studies currently offered and planned within the University.
The successful applicant will be housed in a department appropriate to
her/his discipline and will be expected to liaise across departments and

schools to facilitate further developments in Women’s Studies.

The Lecturer will be required to maintain an active research programme
and may supervise graduate research in the area of her/his background

discipline.

Intending applicants are invited to write for further particulars which are
available from the Registrar, University of Otago, P.O. Box 56, Dunedin.
Applications, quoting reference number A88/73 close with the Registrar, Mr D.W. Girvan, on 15 March 1989.

It’sgoal, the brochure states, is to encourage
events to take place which will: ensure the
Treaty of Waitangi has a central focus; high-
light the natural advantages of the nation and
the need to conserve them; increase cultural
understanding and appreciation of alternative
points of view and different cultural back-
grounds; encourage harmony, goodwill and
tolerance to improve our quality of life; create
opportunities for sharing and partnership be-
tween all New Zealanders; encourage thinking
and planning for the next 50 years. “1990 is
your chance to take up the challenge and organ-
ise a project” the brochure goes on, and “se-
lected projects” will get some financial sup-
port. Others will be “developed”, “recognised”
and allowed to use the 1990 logo. Most of the
Commission’s budget will in fact be taken up
by the costs of running itself.

It’s a good list of liberal aims - to make us
all “feel better” without making any substantial
changes. No mention ofactually honouring the
treaty, and words like harmony, goodwill, and
tolerance rather than pay and employment
equity, justice and resource sharing.

Who is on the commission? It has 13 mem-
bers: Michael Bassett (chairperson - their word
is Chairman), Ronald Scott (deputy chairper-
son), Peter Boag, Louisa Crawley, Sharon
Crosbie, Bruce Gregory, MP, Samantha
Johnson, Maurits Kelderman, Jim McLay,
June Mariu, Keith Sinclair, Bill Steele, and
Rangimarie Te Maiharoa. There are four pa-
trons: Governor General Sir Paul Reeves;
Prime Minister, David Lange; Leader of the
Opposition Jim Bolger; and Maori Queen,
Dame Te Atairangikaahu; and three offices, in
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch.

The Commission explains its logo, a styl-
ised white heron (see illustration), thus: “Be-
fore this land was settled, it was a ‘place of
birds’, a sanctuary for many species, as it
remains today. The Kotuku, the white heron, is
like the people who followed it to these shores
- none isnative and all have had to adapt to their
new environment. In Maori mythology the
Kotuku is held in high regard. It was the Kotuku
which guided Tane to the three baskets of
knowledge. The year 1990 commemorates

“Equality of employment opportunity is University policy"

milestones in New Zealand’s history and
launches the nation towards a new horizon. As
it guided Tane, so too does the Kotuku sym-
bolically guide New Zealand into that future.”

Project Waitangi explain it rather differ-
ently: The Kotuku, the white heron, came to
this land, adapted to the natural environment
and lived. The Maori came to this land, adapted
to the natural environment and lived. The
Pakeha came to this land and adapted the envi-
ronment to them. The Kotuku is dying. The
Maori people are dying. The environment is
dying.”

The question is, “1990, what is there to
celebrate?” m

We have sold Broadsheet Bookshop. It
will re-open at new premises soon. Full
details in April issue.

PHE GRIPES QF

Margot Roth’s column does not appear this
month because she is on holiday.

Hot Topics In The April Issue

Elizabeth Kane - surrogate
mother now campaigning
against surrogacy.

« Self defence for beginners.
¢ Dealing with disability.
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BRINGING IPBOYS

ROBBIE GREENWOOD

I am a 34 year old European woman and |’ve been an only
parent for nine years raising my four sons. My family is a
mixture of genes, backgrounds and cultures. When my
firstborn, Dan, was four months old | adopted a newborn
part Maori baby from a young friend who was staying with
her sister, my best friend. His birthmotherand I named him
Simon. We keep in touch and “our” child is now 14. In the
same week | was asked by Social Welfare (who predicted
our open adoption would never work) to care for a three

our next meal or rent or school shoes or books. I tried to adopt my
foster son, Drew, but was not allowed to without his parents’
signature, which they wouldn’t give. They never contacted him in
all the years he was with me though | took him to see them a few
times and they seemed pleased with this.

Medical and educational opinion was that Drew was too
retarded to learn and ought to be institutionalised but | spent lots
of time with him and with his brothers, we loved him well and he
did learn. He went to special classes at a normal school and we

year old physically and emotionally abused severely retardé@ught him at home. Now he can read and write and works three

Maori boy, Drew, for three weeks - and | kept him. That year my
IUD failed and | grew and birthed my lastborn, Joe. | had just
turned 19 when Dan was bom and was mother of four at 21.

I breastfed all the babies and at times overlapped with atoddler
and a newborn. Life was incredibly busy, full of giving and
organising and nurturing and trying to get enough sleep and
getting a local playcentre going to save my sanity.

In the afternoons I°d lie on my double bed with all the babies
reading stories and feeding the youngest and singing until they all
drifted to sleep. 1’d creep ever so carefully cat-like off the bed and
out of the room, make a pot of tea and sit on the porch by the
bedroom window and sigh blissfully at the quiet and having some
time of not being touched or climbed or sucked on! At the first
whimper 1’d leap up and snatch whoever was waking first and
creep out so as not to disturb the others. Then | had time with one
baby alone and that was nice.

Ihad aplaypen and Dan used that to sitin to do his drawing and
jigsaws with the babies and Drew crawling and running around
the outside. Sometimes | satin itto sew or read the paper and have
some space. | was constantly tired and often catnapped till one day
I woke to a small fire on the kitchen floor and four delighted
toddlers. | stayed awake after that.

I seldom went out socially, it was such a strain to organise and
the breastfeeding ones had to come. | loved what | was doing but
I was desperately lonely for adult company. | fixed my mind
firmly on the day they would all be at school and set about
enjoying their babyhood. When Joe, the youngest, was four | got
ajob driving the school bus and left my husband - notabad chap
but weak and ineffectual and inconsistent in his responsibility to
the children.

I’'ve never looked back. We’ve struggled through some ex-
tremely stressful times and financial quagmires - money has
always been shortand sometimes | have felt quite desperate about
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days a week as a waterblaster and two days doing housework for
his aunty and uncle with whom he now boards, he has found his
own whakapapa, is learning to speak Maori and comes home often
at weekends. | am very proud of him.

Now Ilive with my three younger sons, all teenagers. I am atall
woman but Drew, Dan and Simon are all taller than me now and
| find it amazing to grow a child who then grows bigger than me
before he is adult! Feeding and clothing my family is a constant
struggle and when | go out with friends with fewer or no children
| realise what | go without to raise them. It’s not only material
things, it’sheadspace, thinking time and time itself-teenagers are
high consumers of body and soul food.

Being an only parent means always considering them, working
my life and work around their needs, thinking and planning about
them and the stages they are at. This feels like a tightrope age - 1
could lose my influence or it could help them become exceptional
and loving men. | feel an incredible responsibility raising males.
Also, as they all pass into puberty, grow whiskers, deep voices,
hairy legs and huge feet, Ibecome increasingly aware ofbeing one
woman in a house-ful of men and at times feel swamped.

However my sons are among my best friends. They are loving
and supportive of me, they see me as strong and capable, as the
breadwinner, storyteller, organiser, healer, anchor and wise-
woman.l have had woman lovers and they are matter of fact about
thisand don’thide itorask me to modify how Irelate to my lesbian
friends. They tell their close friends. During this time when the
Maggi ad came on TV singing “My Mum’s a Maggi Mum and
Maggi Mums are much more fun” they sang “My Mum ’sa lesbian
and lesbhians have much more fun”!They leamt this from a friends
children.

I’'ve chosen to have long periods of celibacy because the
demands of childrearing and work leave little extra time, money
or energy and what there is over | want to spend on myself -



reading, walking my dog, dreaming, writing, drawing, painting
the kitchen, being close to and having good times with friends.
I’ve missed the intimacy and loving in these times but in a society
where little help or support is available to wimyn raising sons, it’s
been Hobson’s choice. Attimes I’ve feltoutofitin the heterosex-
ual world and an oddball in the leshian one.

Three years ago | decided to become self employed, after
trying many jobs over the years. | wanted to work my own hours
and have more control over my life. | trained and now teach
courses in stress management, communication skills and asser-
tiveness and also self defence to women and girls. | belong to the
Positive Action Self Defence Network (PASDTA) and some of
my dearest friends are other self defence teachers around the
country. Their supportand constantcommunication by mail helps
keep me going through rough patches and the aloneness of being
self employed.

Last year my precious sister and soulmate died, the hardest
blow of my life. With hergriefcame all the unexpressed griefover
my daughter who died after a minute and ahalfoflife 14 yearsago.
There were too many children to care for and | didn’t take time or
space to grieve for her then. I still miss my sister, perhaps | always
will. I miss my daughter too, especially as my lads grow into men.
Charlotte would be becoming a woman now.

Parenting has been and still is the hardest, longest, hugest, most
stressful, wonder-filled, loving, exhausting, joyful, draining,
character-building task | have ever done. At times it’s been the
most delightful but it’s also been the loneliest and there have been
days when | lost the belief in my ability to cope - a dreadful
feeling. To stay sane |’ve squeezed lots of activities and achieve-
ments into my life but there are many directions I’ve had to forgo
and sometimes | resent this. 1’ve worked hard at getting what |
want and need to survive happily - a high priority is to have lots

LEGAL SERVICES

Deirdre Milne

George lIreland

Tony Walker

who have been practicing

under the name of

williams McDonald and co.
are pleased to advise that the firm

will now be known as

yI/1lI/1/ Milne Ireland Walker

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS
Australis House
36 Customs Street
Auckland
P.O. Box 4204
Telephone (09) 796-937

Dcirdrc Milne. George Ireland. Ton\ Walker

WE WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER A FULL RANGE OF
LEGAL SERVICES AT COMPETITIVE RATES

/w in/

of good times and fun. | laugh heaps and still feel young and en-
thusiastic about life. These days | have more time to myself and
the family workload is much less. | cook three nights a week and
they cook one each. They do a quarter of the housework each and
so do I. They do their own mending, sewing and shoe repairs and
bake for school stalls and clubs. In a few years they will be
independent and I’'m looking into the future and wondering about
and planning for my new life as | 've never been an adult and not
been a full time live-in mother. | shall make the most of every
minute. World - here | come! =

THE
CHERRY

ORCHARD

A witty and sophisticated actress returns from the bright lights of Paris to her

country estate in Russia. There she must face problems with mortga%e
repayments, the bank manager, lovesick servants and troublesome neigh
rink of tremendous change and upheaval.

in a country on the

ours,

Chekhov's final masterpiece —a comedy in four acts!

MERCURY THEATRE MARCH 18 - APRIL 15
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AM Jt’s nine o’clock on a Thursday

morning. Pat is fumbling for her keys at
the back door to the office. Lights on,
computer on, jug on. Carol arrives. Greet-
ings, Carol sorts the mail for posting, goes
to clear the post box, Pat’s printing out a
story. Lisa and Sharon arrive. Deadline
week. Lots to do. Damn, no milk. Tanya
rushes in. She’s been to one appointment
with a potential advertiser already this
morning and she’s got another at ten. Lisa
is fretting about the article she’s writing
and waiting for her turn on the computer.
Carol ’sgot to put the new subs on first and
Pat’s not even halfway through printing
out! Sharon breezes through, copies a few
pictures and announces she’s off to Mon-
osetand will be back inan hour. The phone
rings.

Another issue of Broadsheet magazine
will be off to the printer in a few days. Ten
times a year, since 1972, Broadsheet
magazine has rolled off the press. Every
issue seems like a miracle when you think
about the constant money struggles and
the small number of paid workers (four
full-time jobs, five workers). But the let-
ters, and comments like: “Broadsheet is
my life-line,” “It’s my treat, for me, every
month,” “l get information | don’t get
anywhere else,” are a constant inspiration,
and it is stimulating and exciting to work
on a feminist magazine and in a feminist
environment.

Here’s Edith, come to do sub work,
Michelle will be in on Friday to send out
advertising invoices, Barbara does the
shop on Saturday mornings, the other Pat
has already been in this week to work on
subs promotion. This volunteer help is so
necessary and valuable. Some ofthe work-
ers are collective members, some are not
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but they are all needed.

The Broadsheet collective has 11
members at present, and that’sabout as big
as itever gets. We meetfortnightly. Every-
one who has a paid job automatically
becomes a collective member. (Informa-
tion about collective members is always

You want to buy ~
two pages?!?

Hang on while |

have my photo taken!

if Jrjf

m»
—

* ()
X, U

,,JIM

Tanya about to leave for an appointment

Volunteers Pat and Michelle

on page 2 of the magazine, alongside
“Herspective”.) The collective is the edi-
torial and policy decision-making body,
but those of us with paidjobs make day-to-
day decisions within broad policy. An
editorial group, to which all collective
members can go, meets regularly to plan
content for the magazine. Women also
send in articles that they have written
because they feel they have something to
say, All material for the magazine, except
letters (the letters policy is on page 2 of
every issue) go through the same process,
whether it is an article written by a collec-
tive member, one we have asked a woman
to write or one that has simply come in
through the mail.

First stories and articles are put into a
box for collective memebrs to read and
respond to. Everything has to be read by at
least three collective members. If they all
agree on itspublication and ifthere isroom
for it in the current issue, it will be keyed
into the computer, proofread, and passed
on for design and layout, all “done by
computer”. If there is any disagreement
about whether itis suitable for publication
or if changes are felt necessary one of the
editors will discuss this with the writer. If
there are strongly opposing views on its
publication it will be read by all collective
members and discussed at a meeting.
Changes to articles are always done in
consultation with the writer. When all the
changes are done, printout and disk go to
Sharon for design, then off to Lucinda at



Lasergraphix. There might be a phone call
to Gil for photos, to Helen for a cartoon, or
to one of the other artists who do illustra-
tions. We all rush to see the cover image or
photo when itcomes in - the colour makes
it particularly exciting. There’s lots of
consultation throughout the processes, but
this bald description does not convey the
lively discussions that go on around the
office when articles are being considered
and cover images chosen.

There is of course more to producing a
magazine than getting words and pictures
onto the page. There’s the subscriptions
list, the mail (see Carol Jillsun’s “Herspec-

Carol at her desk

tive” in the April ’88 issue), the accounts,
the advertising, the grumbles about retail
distribution, the phone calls for informa-
tion, help, advice, contacts and so on.
And always, there are the worries about
money. The magazine has three main
sources of income - subscriptions, adver-
tising and sales through retail outlets.
These never add up to enough, no matter
how tightly we operate, which is why the
fourth source of support, from women, is
vital. We’re into social change and justice
for women and that’s never popular. We
won’t advertise cigarettes or alcohol and
we won’t accept sexist advertising, we
don’t have any grants or subsidies (many
overseas feminist publications do), so we
have a number of ways in which those
women who can afford it can support
women’s liberation in New’ Zealand by
supporting Broadsheet: the 15th anniver-
sary debenture issue, sustaining subscrip-
tions, automatic payments (“share your

Carol’s alter ego at her desk

success with Broadsheet™), donations and
advertising their businesses.

We have to deal with our own emba-
rassment at always asking readers for
money, one way and another. Our present
drive isto ask those women who can afford
to for automatic payments. Some have
already responded, and we include a form
with this issue for those who lost the one
sent out in December. Please contribute if
you can-Broadsheet can remain autono-
mous, independent and publishing only
with the support of women who believe in
her.

Our glossy pages are our only resem-
blance to the Gloss of TV fame. No Maxi-
nes, Magdas or Jasmines in here (see pho-
tos!), no carpet, designer clothes or recep-
tionist. Justa bunch of dedicated feminists
who think Broadsheet is unique (for ex-
ample, where else would you get the
health and contraceptive information we
publish?) and important. m

BROADSHEET MARCH 1989 17



18

RUAG0

he RU in the name stands for
Roussel-Uclaf, a pharmaceuti-
cal company based in France.
The number is apparently an
experimental number that
stuck. The generic name for the

drug, derived from the progestogen

norethisterone which is used in some
oral contraceptive pills, is mifepristone.

It works by blocking the body’s use
of progesterone, the hormone essential
for maintaining the lining of the uterus,
so is known as an anti-progesterone. Its
effect is to cause the uterus to shed its
lining, including any fertilised egg at-
tached to it. It is more effective when
used in combination with
prostaglandin, which also reduces side
effects (nausea, vomiting and some-
times heavy bleeding). The main advan-
tage of RU486 is that surgical interven-
tion can be avoided in most cases.

France’sNational Ethics Committee
ruled that RU486 can be used during the
first ten weeks of pregnancy from the
last menstrual period. It is also being
tested as a contraceptive, and asamorn-
ing-after method, but correct dosage
and timing have notbeen worked out for
these yet. It is being tried with
prostaglandin to induce late abortions
as well. Other possible uses that are
being explored include inducing birth
(because certain doses produce uterine
contractions); reducing premenstrual
syndrome symptoms (if there isin facta
link between these symptoms and pro-
gesterone); and inhibiting the growth of
certain kinds of breast cancers. None of
these are any more than possibilities at
present, but they do indicate that the
drug is being widely studied.

There have been some recent trials of
its effectiveness, with and without
prostaglandin. The following reports on
these trials are taken from the Women’s
Global Network on Reproductive
Rights Newsletter, (WGNRR) Jan-Aug
88.

“In California 50 women were given
a single oral dose of 600mg (12 tablets)
of RU 486 at or before 49 days from last
menstrual period. Forty-four aborted
completely. Five had incomplete abor-
tions and had to have suction curretage,
and one was lost to follow-up. RU486
became less effective the longer the
pregnancy. At 34 days or less from last
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PAT ROSIER
WRITES ABOUT A DRUG
WHICH INDUCES
AN ABORTION EARLY

IN PREGNANCY

menstrual period it was 100% effective.
At 42 days or less it was only 85%
effective. Most women began to bleed
within three days, with a range from 1-
16 days. No blood transfusions were
required. Ofthe 44 women who aborted
completely, 35 experienced some
cramping, 27 nausea snd six had vomit-
ing. No other complications occured
and none required hospitalisation.
There was greater blood loss than with
suction curettage. (D Grimes et al in
Abortion Research Notes Dec 87 p5.)

“In a study in Edinburgh, 100
women were given 400-600mg doses of
RU 486 followed 48 hours later with a
synthetic prostaglandin analogue vagi-
nal pessary. They were all less than 56
days beyond last menstrual period.
Ninety-five had complete abortions; the
other five required surgical aspiration.
Only 10 women had diarrhoea or pain
requiring opoid analgesia. (Roger and
Baird The Lancet 19-12-87, in Abortion
Research Notes July 88 p5)

“In acomparative trial in Edinburgh,
vacuum aspiration was compared with
prostaglandin used alone, 600mg over
four days of RU 486 used alone, and
600mg of RU 486 over four days used in
combination with one prostaglandin
pessary on day three. The women were
all 56 days or less after last menstrual
period. It was found that RU486 with
prostaglandin was 95% effective, and
RU 486 alone was only 60% effective.
[However, 96% complete abortions
with vacuum aspiration is a low figure.
Itis usually 99% with a skilled practitio-
ner.] There was little difference in the
number of days of vaginal bleeding
after abortion between the four groups,
although there was wide individual
variation (mean 10 days, range 1-34
days). Blood loss was described as

being similar to having a heavy period
in one earlier study. (Cameron and
Baird “Early Pregnancy Termination”
Brit Journal Obs and Gynae March 88
pp271-276.)"

In all the trials it appears that suction
curettage was given if the abortion was
incomplete. The effects 0of RU486 on an
embryo which survives are completely
unknown: as it is administered in early
pregnancy damage is a real possibility.
The effects on women mentioned are
immediately following use. There is no
information about long-term effects or
the effects of multiple use.

Medical supervision is necessary
because of the (albeit small) risk of
haemorrhage and to allow checking for
incomplete abortion and vacuum aspi-
ration if necessary. The drug would not
terminate an ectopic pregnancy. For
these reasons it should not become
possible to get the pills and pessaries
and “do ityourself’.

Anti-abortionists hate RU 486 and
are lobbying against itin France, the US
and the UK. At one point a threatened
boycott of all Roussel-Uclaf products
had it withdrawn in France, but the
French government ordered the com-
pany to keep it on the market. The Na-
tional Right-To-Life Committee in the
US has threatened to boycott any com-
pany that tries to market RU 486 there.
Even if a company takes it on there
would be adelay of several years before
federal safety requirements were met.
The drug is apparently available in
China.

The Mouvement Francais pour le
Planning Familial (MFPP) in France
give a qualified approval to continued
experience with the drug under con-
trolled conditions. The points that they
see as needing further attention are
(from WGNRR Newsletter):

1. Aknowledge of miscarriage in the
person administering it as it causes a
spontaneous abortion.

2. Early and precise pregnancy test-
ing so the length of gestation is known.

3. A careful watch for ectopic preg-
nancy.

4. Follow-up to check that the abor-
tion is complete. Retained products
could lead to problems like infection
and anaemia and other medical prob-
lems could be affected.



5. The prescribing doctor should be not say whether abortion laws apply

readily available by phone for informa-
tion, reassurance and advice.

MFPP also consider that the psycho-
logical consequences for women of
using the drug should be given more
attention. Women like the idea of the
drug but worry about going through the
process alone and not knowing what to
expect. They also note how unusual it is
foranew type of molecule like this to be
commercialised after only five years.
They consider this to be an important
political implication.

Does the drug have any potential for
use in New Zealand? As reported by
ALRANZ, abortion laws in New Zea-
land apply only “after implantation”, a
process which takes several days - usu-
ally from about the fifth day after fertili-
sation to about the 14th. The law does

after the start or the end of implantation,
adeficiency which becomes more obvi-
ous with the development of new tech-
niques. Margaret Sparrow, writing in
the ALRANZ newsletter, says its prin-
cipal use would be for contrageston
(any method that destroys or dislodges
an early implantation such as menstrual
extraction) and the abortion laws would
apply when implantation was complete.
“This would mean certification by two
certifying consultants and administra-
tion in a licensed institution, both un-
necessarily cumbersome but possible.
Technology has already taken over our
abortion laws! Another reason for their
repeal.”

Dr Helen Roberts, medical director
of New Zealand Family Planning,
agrees that our present abortion laws

Lesbian Links Tuesdays 7-10, phone
80341

create some problems for the potential
use of RU 486. She would like to see it
available in New Zealand as another
choice.

The women at WGNRR generally
agree with the MFPP position. Marge
Berer reports, “We also note the lack of
information about long term effects,
which is no small issue. And we think a
distinction should be made between
supporting the laboratories and support-
ing controlled and well organised trials
of the drug which are independent of
commercial consideration. Lastly, we
feel strongly thatin itself, this method is
not a solution for clandestine abor-
tions.” m

Information from: WGNRR Jan-August 1988;
ALRANZ December Newsletter, P O Box 28-
008, Wellington;off our backs Dec 1988.

B DUNEDIN

YWCA 97 Moray Place. P O Box 5146,
Dunedin. Childcare centre, programme
director and community youth worker.

B WANGANUI

Lesbian Line available for information
and support on Mondays, 7-10pm, phone
(064) 56833

B AUCKLAND

Feminist Ritual Class Six weeks starting
Feb/march. Contact Juliet Batten, 696-
123.

® HAMILTON

Waikato University Continuing Educa-
tion Health Advocacy and Lobbying, Sat
18 April; The Superwoman Syndrome, 6
Tuesdays, 7.30-9.30, beg 7 March; Asser-
tiveness in the Workplace, 8 Wednesdays,
beg 15 March; Practical Management
skills forwomen, 15,16,17 March all day
and 6 April morning; Women’s Creative
Residential Weekend, 17-19 March;
Honouring our Foremothers, four Thurs-
days from 6 April, beg 7.30; There is life
after incest, 31 Mar - 3 April; Nga ahua-
tanga mo nga Wahine maori e hiahia ana ki
te tiaki ki te whakahaere nga Kohanga Reo
me nga komiti a iwi, 3-4 and 10-11 April.
For more information Phone 62889, Extn
8195

Patients Rights Advocacy Meetings first
wed of month at 7.00pm, 65 Tawa St,
Hamilton, phone (071) 435-837

and other products

Available from selected Pharmacies
and Health Food Stores
or from
FREEPOST NO. 125
WELEDA (N2Z) LTD
HAVELOCK NORTH
TELEPHONE (070) 777-394

Nearly new clothes shop and hostel acco-
modation (mixed). Ph 776-781.

B NATIONAL

Not the 1990 Calendar! Produced by the He
Taua/Atac Coalition. $10 plus GST percopy
to P O box 68553, Newton (Auckland)
Tamakaura Makaurau

Women Against Pornography Latest pol-
icy available in a booklet called “Speaking
O ut-an anti-pornography proposal.” This is
a good overview of W AP’s definition of
pornography and what can be done about it
legally and non-legally. Cost $1.50. Write to
WAP. Box 475, Wellington for a copy.

B INTERNATIONAL

Directory of Women’s Media 1989 edition
available for US$15 from WIFP, 3306 Ross
PI, NW, Washington DC 20008, USA
Pink Ink is inviting lesbian and gay writers
to contribute to an anthology of recent les-
bian and gay writing to be published late
1989. Closing date for contributions: 30
April. Write to: Pink Ink collective, P O Box
378, Newtown 2042, Australia.

Journal of Women’s History Beginning
May 1989 from Indiana University Press.
Indiv subs US$20, Institutions US$40 to
Indiana University Press, 10th and Morton
Sts, Bloominton IN 47405, USA
Scratches Records Specialises in women
on record, 91 King St, Newton, NSW 2042,
Australia.
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FIGHTING FOR OUR LIVES

GLOBALLY, more men than women
have AIDS (Acquired Immune De-
ficiency Syndrome). Consequently
researchers and medical practitio-
ners have often ignored women in
studies and treatment of the dis-
ease. And until recently education
and preventative work has been
targeted at gay men. Yet it is
among heterosexual women that
AIDS is growing the fastest.

In New York City the leading cause of
death in women between the age of 25
and 34 is AIDS. In 1986, 186 young
women died of the syndrome, 63 more
than died from all types of cancer.

Australia has 34 reported AIDS cases
in women, six of these are recorded as
having been infected through heterosex-
ual transmissions, 23 through blood trans-
fusions, one through intravenous drug use,
while the transmission mode for the re-
mainder is unknown.

Here in Aotearoa only one women is
recorded with the Department of Health as
having AIDS, contracted while she was
overseas. But 13 out of this country’s 402
HIV positive people are women.

4 A DEARTH OF RESEARCH

The glaring need for research about the
way AIDS affects women was made obvi-
ous last year when an article entitled
“Reassuring News About AIDS: A Doctor
Tells Why You May Not Be at Risk,”
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A shocking four letter
word, AIDS became a
common part of our
vocab in the 1980s. But
as a new decade fast
approaches and brings
with it fresh, often
conflicting information,
what does AIDS mean
for us as women?
Lisa Sabbage
dipped into the files

appeared in the January 1988 issue of
Cosmopolitan magazine.

The article was written by a clinical
professor of psychiatry and clinical pro-
fessor of obstetrics and gynaecology at
New York Medical College, Dr Robert E.
Gould. In the article he maintained that if
the genitals of both heterosexual partners
are “healthy and intact - that there are no
lesions or other openings due to infec-
tions,” then HIV cannot be transmitted.
Although Dr Gould acknowledged that his
conclusions were not supported by all
experts, he went on to write that “there is
no denying that the only undisputed route
of transmission is through direct introduc-
tion of the virus into the bloodstream. And

Cartoon by Alison Bechdel
From Making ita Woman’s Guide to Sex in the
Age of AIDS. Firebrand.

I maintain that it is the only route. Which
is why | believe that if the conditions of
heterosexual intercourse as | have out-
lined them are met, a woman is quite safe
from contracting AIDS.”

DrGould gave several justifications for
his belief that women were safe, including
that the secretions of the vagina act as
protection against lacerations and “would
also neutralise the virus if present,” and
that all bodily secretions, including saliva
and gastrointestinal fluids, dilute the HIV
virus, rendering it impotent. He explained
that data about the 2,000 cases of AIDS in
which heterosexual intercourse with an
infected partner was the only reported risk
factor was unreliable, due to falsified
statements by those infected!

Health professionals and AIDS work-
ers criticised the article as dangerous and
irresponsible, especially as the magazine
is widely read by young American women
who could now be at risk of infection.
Gould’s ideas contradict studies which
clearly imply that penile-vaginal sex can
infect women unless precautions are
taken. Needless to say, Gould's New York
teaching colleagues were quick to disasso-
ciate themselves from his unfounded con-
clusions.

Gould’s hypothesis ignores that it is
almost impossible for women to know if
their mucosa is intact. Women are suscep-
tible to many conditions that have no
symptoms such as Candida vaginitis, (a
common infection in women of childbear-
ing age), chancroid, and chlamydia (quite
common in sexually active young



women). These infections and others like
herpes and syphilis can cause genital ul-
cers which have been associated with
increased HIV transmission. Because
these conditions don’t have symptoms a
woman may not know of her infection and
therefore her vulnerability.

All of this only highlights the gaps in
research about AIDS as it affects women
and the danger of misinformation that lies
there. What little research has been done
suggests that the AIDS virus affects
women differently from men.

4 TRANSMISSION AND EFFECTS
Women appear to become infected with
the AIDS virus more easily than men. Al-
though the AIDS virus can be found in
saliva and vaginal secretions and the
menstrual blood of an infected woman,
much higher concentrations of the virus
are found in semen, so during unprotected
sex women receive a much larger dose.

Studies suggest that a woman who has
repeated sex with an infected man will be-
come infected about 53 percent of the
time, while men become infected only
about 33 percent of the time after repeated
sex with an infected woman. This is sig-
nificant in the light of attempts to blame
prostitutes for the spread of AIDS. In fact
clients are more likely to infect sex work-
ers than the other way round.

Some co-factors seem to make women
more vulnerable to AIDS. One of these is
the use of oral contraceptives, although
this may be for social rather than biologi-
cal reasons. In Off Our Backs, (August/
September 1988), Janis Kelly cites a study
ofhigh-risk women. Ninety one percent of
those who became infected during the
study period had used oral contraceptives
vs. 73 percent of those who remained
uninfected. But as Kelly points out, this
could be because women who don't use
the pill are more inclined to use
condoms, or because oral con-
traceptives make the vaginal
and cervical cells more suscep-
tible to the virus.

There is very little informa-
tion about other contraceptive
methods in connection with
AIDS. IUDS can scratch the
cervix, which must increase the
risk of infection as the virus can
be transmitted through infected
blood entering any cut, scratch
or open sore.

Once infected, women de-
velop different opportunistic
infections from men. Cells in
the cervix can be directly in-
fected by HIV, and this causes
a characteristic cervicitis in the
majority of women with HIV
infection. This HIV cervicitis
appears to be the precursor of
cervical cancer in some women
and develops very early in the
disease - well before serious
immunodeficiency. It's being
recommended that HIV-posi-

tive women get a colposcopic examina-
tion and cytology every six months.

Also, while men are more likely to
develop a rare form of skin cancer called
Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS), women with
AIDS tend to contract an uncommon
pneumonia, Pneumocystis carinii pneu-
monia (PCP), and/or herpes simplex virus
infections. People with KS have a better
chance of surviving, although PCP can be
treated effectively with antibiotics if
caught early enough.

Some claims are being made that
women with full blown AIDS die sooner
than men with the same condition. But, in
Australia at least, this claim is based on
data showing that women are in hospital
for fewer bed days than men. The fact that
women are usually the least able to afford
hospitalisation and conscious of responsi-
bilities like children, isone possible expla-
nation for this disparity. Again, this shows
the need for research designed to look at
social as well as medical factors in the way
AIDS affects women.

In the Australian National AIDS Bulle-
tin, Elizabeth Reid states that there is some
evidence (though not overwhelming), that
pregnancy accelerates the progress of the
disease. She rightly concludes that women
must therefore retain their right and access
to termination of pregnancy, and protect
their right to procreate. In the United
States where 50 percent of women with
AIDS are Black and 21 percent are Lati-
nas, people are advocating the enforced
sterilisation of AIDS infected women,
particularly of poor Black women. This
move toward non-consensual sterilisation
violates the rights of women, and also has
racist connotations in its focus on Black
women and Latinas.

About halfofthe children born to AIDS
infected women will be infected them-
selves, although that estimate is disputed

and different sources putitat from 20 to 60
percent. Babies can acquire the disease
perinatally, that is before they are born or
during the birth process. There is also
some data which implies that the virus can
be transmitted from mothers to babies
during breast feeding.

It is not known whether hormonal
changes during the menstrual cycle affect
a woman’s risk of infection.

4 LESBIANS AND AIDS

Many women believe that lesbians are in
the lowest risk group, and while this is
true, safe or “sensible” sex is a good idea
for lesbians too.

In the United States there have been 27
reported cases of AIDS in leshian women
and 42 in bisexual women. Most of the
leshians aquired AIDS through the use of
injectable drugs and there has been only
one documented case in the States of les-
bian to leshian transmission. Researchers
speculate that as a result of “traumatic”
sexual activity both women developed
vaginal bleeding which may have contrib-
uted to the transmission of the virus.
However, the case could not be proven
because the second woman had a number
of heterosexual contacts as well.

Artificial insemination with sperm
from adonor is an area that women should
be cautious around. It is important to get a
full medical and sexual history from a
possible donor.

The danger for leshians iscomplacency
and fear. Some women may be reluctant to
reveal that they have slept with men, oth-
ers may feel that it is unnecessary to ask a
partner about her sexual history. Honesty
and responsibility are the key words here.

Janis Kelly in OOB believes that an
especially dangerous point for both les-
bian and heterosexual sex is oral sex dur-
ing or around the time of a woman's

menstrual period. If a woman
has HIV her menstrual blood
will contain the AIDS virus.

¢ TREATMENT
Just as there is a dearth of re-
search about AIDS and

women, women have until re-
cently been excluded from
clinical trials of potential AIDS
drugs.

A number of antiviral drugs
and immune-boosting drugs
are being tested, and while
none of these are cures for the
illness, they have been success-
ful in slowing down its progres-
sion. The latest drug hope is
called azidothymidine (AZT),
but while it has cut death rates
among some American AIDS
patients, testing is not complete
and has not yet looked at the
drug's affects on women.

AZT is the only drug the US
monitoring body, the Food and
Drug Administration has ap-
proved for trials. But the FDA

o— v — —
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says it cannot regulate the price of treat-
ment, about $8,000 per year, which ex-
cludes those with the least money, Black
and Latina women. The trials require
women to be sterilised, and 1V drug users
are considered unreliable and are ex-
cluded from tests. So far scientists don’t
know whetherthe drug has any side effects
in women.

standard exists in which safe sex is prac-
tised when the casual affair or one-night-
stand is involved, but may not be where
True Love is concerned. Women are plac-
ing themselves at risk for love. For in-
stance, American studies reveal that many
female prostitutes insist on condoms for
clients, but not with their regular partner.

All of this leads one to think that infor-

oftransmission, yet less than halftook pre-
cautions against infection. Most of the
young women said they did not see AIDS
as a real threat and that none of their
friends would have AIDS anyway. Peer
pressure reared its ugly head with many
young women feeling that carrying a con-
dom is to appear to be “prepared” for sex
and will lead them to be labeled as sexually

That scientists have re-
cently planned to test AZT
on pregnant women in the
hope of preventing infec-
tion of their fetuses before
birth is telling. Women are
not being considered as in-
fected people who need
help, but as potential infec-
tors who need to be pro-
tected against. The only
evidence that AZT may
prevent infection of fetuses
is some studies of pregnant
mice that suggest that the
drug may moderate the ef-
fects of the virus.

Another concern is
around experimental AIDS
vaccines, which will no
doubt, be tested on large
numbers of high risk Afri-
can people before being
allowed into America and
other western countries like
New Zealand. Janis Kelly
writes: “l suspect that
women of childbearing age
and sex workers will be
high on the list of prospects.
The issue here is not, of
course, that African people
cannot give informed con-
sent to such experiments.
The issue is that they are not

¢ SAFER SEX »

SAFER SEX

AIDS iscaused by a virus called human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV). This virus
attacks the body's immune system and
leaves it open to infections and cancers
which healthy people with intact im-
mune systems can fight off. This virus can
be transmitted from one person to an-
other only by the exchange of body
fluids, through sexual activity or sharing
needles for instance.

The virus can be found in semen, vaginal
and cervicaljuices, blood and menstrual
blood,butthese have to enterthe blood-
stream of another person to spread the
virus. HIV can also live in breast milk, sa-
liva, urine, feces or tears, but cannot be
transmitted through saliva or tears.

RISKY SEX

Penile-vaginal intercourse withouta con-
dom.

Anal intercourse without a condom
Sharing sex toys (anything like vibrators,
dildos, restraints, whips) from one person
to another without condoms or cleaning
them between usage.

Any kind of sex where blood, including
menstrual blood, is shared between
people.

Using several fingers or you hand inside
the vagina or anus followed by inter-
course without a condom.

LOW RISK (Some cases of AIDS may be
from these)
Oral sexon a man withouta condom ifhe

comes in your mouth.

Oral sex on a woman during her period if
a barrier or dental dam (a small square
piece of latex placed over the vagina) is
not used.

Using several fingers or your hand inside
the vagina or anus, if a glove is not used
and you have open sores on your hand.

VERY LOW RISKSEX (May be possible but
no known cases)

Oral sexona man withouta condom ifhe
pulls out before he comes.

Oral sex on a woman not having her pe-
riod.

One or two fingers in the vagina or anus
if you have open sores, rashes or cuts on
your hands.

SAFER SEX

Protected vaginal or anal intercourse us-
ing a condom. It's even safer if spermi-
cidal jelly or cream containing non-
oxynol-9 Is used with the condom,
Touching or masturbating each other,
body rubbing, hugging, dry kissing, lick-
ing nipples or skin, massage, fantasy.
You could use latex barriers on women
for oral-anal sex. There are no known
cases of women catching AIDS from oral
Sex.

Use condoms on your sex toys, clean
them betwen people with soap and
water, then soak them for 10 minutes in
rubbing alcohol and rinse well with hot
water.

Adapted from Healthsharing, Fall 1988.

active and “wanting” sex.

During discussion em-
barrassment about asking
partners to wear condoms
was voiced. The young
women wanted to know
how to get their partner to
wear acondom. Communi-
cating with partners about
sexual issues was a prob-
lem, as was saying no to
sex. Thirty eight percent of
young women said they
had sex when they did not
want to.

Education should be di-
rected toward changing at-
titudes: carrying a condom
should be seen as a respon-
sible precaution not an in-
vitation to sex.

All areas of the commu-
nity need to involve them-
selves in this education
work. It should not be
solely the role of a “Big
Brother” Health system
disempowering those that
AIDS affects. In a society
in which we are not all
equal, we do not have an
equal ability to protect our-
selves. Education work
needs to cater for these dif-

likely to be thoroughly in-

formed, or asked to give

only reasonable consent, or

perhaps even told what they are being
injected with.”

¢ LEARNING TO SAY NO TO THE
WHITE KNIGHT

Beyond the purely medical factors that
place women at risk of AIDS, there are a
number of social factors.

Women are encouraged from child-
hood to be socially passive. As they grow
older this extends to their sexuality. The
net result of this is that many women lack
assertiveness in day to day activities and
relationships. Saying no to sex or insisting
on safe-sex becomes difficult, even when
women are aware of the risk of transmis-
sion. To refuse sharing a needle in a peer
group becomes almost impossible. This
social conditioning makes women vulner-
able to AIDS infection in a different way
from men.

Also, the myth of Romantic Love, far
from floundering in the 1990s, appears to
be gaining strength. Surprisingly perva-
sive in both gay male communities and
among women, a strange kind of double
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mation on its own is not enough, that
education must be undertaken to change
the attitudes of women, and particularly
those of young women.

An Australian survey of 97 women
between 16 and 18 years old found that the
women had a high level of understanding

ferences ofidentity, values,
economic realities, lifesty-
les and culture.

¢ AIDS ISA WOMEN'S ISSUE

Like it or not, AIDS is going to be around
for a while and will continue to affect
women, notonly as sufferers of the illness,
but as care-givers to the sick.

The virus does not exist in a social or
political vacuum. Itis not coincidental that
research has paid little attention to women
except as stereotyped prostitutes and
childbearers, both of whom are portrayed
as potential infectors rather than as sick
people. Women have to protect them-
selves against the AIDS virus, and con-
tinue the same old battle for resources, in-
formation, and the right to protect them-
selves that is common to other issues of
concern to women. =

I drew heavily on the following sources to write this
article:

The Global Impact of AIDS on Women, Janis Kelly, Off Our
Backs, Aug/Sept 1988.

Women and AIDS, Elizabeth Reid, AFAO National AIDS
Bulletin, Aug 1988.

Talking About AIDS, Susan Abbott, AFAO National AIDS
Bulletin, Aug 1988.

Policing AIDS: Social Control and Sexual Disease, New
Doctor, no. 46, Dec 1987.



EOPLE HAVE ALWAYS
WANTED TO CONTROL
REPRODUCTION. Infer-
tile women have sought
ways to conceive; fertile
women have tried to prevent concep-
tion and aborted unwanted pregnan-
cies. After a long history of trying to
control the occurence (or not) of birth it
is perhaps surprising how ill-prepared
we are to respond the the many ques-
tions raised by the most recent develop-
ments in reproductive technologies.
Perhaps we neverexpected to be able to
separate sex and reproduction so thor-
oughly, or to fragment the role of mother
into parts for different women - a genetic
mother who “donates” an ovum, a gesta-
tional or birth mother who carries the
foetus to term and a nurturing mother who
raises the child. We didn’tknow we would
be able to decide before someone’s birth
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whether she or he is the kind of person we
would like to have as a child, aneighbour,
aco-habitant of the planet; or to decide for
each of them whether, given their genetic
make-up, their life will be “worth living”.
Whether we expected these things or not
we have, in fact, given ourselves these
powers.

One of the opportunities these powers
present is the chance to create and value a
wider variety of relationships between
adults and children, a wider variety of
family types. One of the dilemmas is de-
ciding how to name these roles. Language
has great power, itboth reflects and shapes
our attitudes and feelings.

The power of labels was demonstrated
during the Baby M trial in the US, where a
woman who had contracted to have a child
for the man who provided the sperm and
his wife, decided after the birth that she
wanted to keep the child. In that trial, the

BROADSHEET MARCH 1989 23



father and his wife (William and Elizabeth
Stern) referred to the mother (Mary Beth
Whitehead) as the “surrogate” mother,
while Ms Whitehead referred to Mr Stem
as the “sperm donor”. Each party at-
tempted, through their choice of words, to
downplay the other’s parental relationship
to the child. Each party attempted through
their language to label the others’ role as
more mechanical and less familial.

Since the pregnant woman, whether or
not she expects at the outset to raise the
child, is both the genetic and the birth
mother, it seems unreasonable to suggest
her mothering, or her body, is surrogate in
nature. Ifshe is serving in any “surrogate”
capacity, it is as a surrogate wife since she
is doing something that the man’s wife
cannot or will not do. (In fact, artificial
insemination (Al) could take place be-
tween a woman and a man who has no
wife.)

The humanity of everyone involved
will best be served by recognising every-
one as a real something-or-other and no-
one as a surrogate. Then we can refer to
genetic mothers and fathers who contrib-
ute ova and sperm, birth mothers who
carry and deliver the babies and nurturing
or social mothers and fathers who raise the
children. Instead of “surrogate” parenting,
we can use the terms “contractual parent-
ing” or “collaborative parenting”.

We will explore contractual parenting
in the light of the following feminist prin-
ciples: the belief that a woman has a right
to control her own body; our commitment
as feminists to combat objectification,
whether that refers to women being treated
as sex objects, people with disabilities
being seen as simply the disability and so
on; the positive value feminists place on
diversity - our vision of a world in which
differences are valued and respected; the
notion that the personal is political and that
understanding this will help us to see the
connections between individual needs and
social good; and the importance of the
individual’s right to informed consent.

These principles are not so much rules
to live by as things to think about: often
helpful and sometimes troubling, espe-
cially when they seem to be in conflict
with each other. How helpful each prin-
ciple is depends on whether we concen-
trate primarily on the matter of protecting
individual rights oron the question of what
kind of society we want to create. For
instance, the feminist ethic of controlling
our own bodies mirrors the values of the
larger society in emphasising the rights of
the individual. But feminism is not simply
an argument to extend individual rights to
women (and others), but proposes a pro-
foundly different vision of how society
could operate. So we are thinking and
speaking about the interests of individuals
at the same time as we try to remake
society.

The basic principle of feminist ethics
thatawomen should have control over her
own body and hence her reproduction
underlies the feminist position that
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THE HUMANITY
OF EVERYONE
INVOLVED WILL BEST
BE SERVED BY
RECOGNISING
EVERYONE AS A
REAL SOMETHING-OR-
OTHER AND NO-ONE
AS A SURROGATE

women should have access to abortion on
demand and freedom from coerced sterili-
sation, among others. How can we apply it
to consideration of contractual parenting?

At first glance it seems straightforward
enough to say that this principle means
that women have the right to choose
whether, when and how to get pregnant as
well as whether and when to end a preg-
nancy. Forexample, awoman has the right
to use Al to get pregnant. Feminists have
long supported the right of women to do
this, whether because of a sterile male
partner or absence of a male partner and
desire to raise a child, either alone or with
a female partner.

Prenatal care can also be considered in
relation to this principle of control over
our bodies. One feminist position is that
only the pregnant woman - including a
contractual mother - and no-one else,
should have control over her medical
treatment. She should also be able to ref-
use any medical intervention, including
tests, procedures, medications and surger-
ies. The pregnant woman should be free to
have or refuse any medical intervention,
including abortion.

Of course, most birth contracts violate
the spirit and the letter of this principle
entirely. They may stipulate, for instance,
that the birth mother must not drink alco-
hol or smoke, must eat certain foods, must
have medical exams at specified intervals,
must undergo amniocentesis. In some
cases they stipulate that, depending on the
results of prenatal testing, the birth mother
must be willing to abort the foetus. Some
agencies require that she keep them in-
formed of all changes in residence, em-
ployment, health, marital status etc. As the
contracts are written, they require the
woman to give up considerable control
over her body. We suggest that collabora-
tive parenting contracts that do not protect
the mother’s control over her own body
and pregnancy should be illegal, whether

or not the arrangement is brokered (ie,
involves financial compensation).

Closely related to the principle of con-
trol of our bodies is the notion of informed
consent - that in any situation where they
are asked to do something which involves
some risk to themselves, individuals must
be made fully aware of the procedures and
risks. Clearly, contractual parenting is a
situation calling for informed consent. We
should stipulate matters about which
women must be informed - eg, the risks
related to the genetic history of the father,
to pregnancy and birth, to alternative in-
semination and the possible psychological
effects.

At the same time, it can be argued that
the concept of informed consent has no
real meaning in relation to the essence of
the parenting contract - that is, that a
woman cannot predict how she will feel
about giving up a child to whom she has
not yet given birth, and therefore cannot
give informed consent to do so. That is
why adoption agreements stipulate agrace
period of up to a year post partum during
which the birth mother may re-consider.

However, there are arguments against
this position as well. First, informed con-
sent is often required precisely in situ-
ations where previous experience is ab-
sent, as in surgery, participation in re-
search etc. Yet there is a movement to-
wards limiting the range of any single
informed consent agreement and creating
or acknowledging multiple steps where
possible.

It has also been suggested there is a
danger in arguing that women cannot give
informed consent in matters of reproduc-
tion - it is so easy to imagine how that
might be used against women in abortion
decisions, for instance. Some have voiced
the concern that arguing that women can-
not know their minds in advance of the
birth would reinforce unfavourable stere-
otypes about women as flighty, emotional
and subject to changes of mind. If women
cannot live up to birth contracts, they may
not be viewed as responsible agents in
other contractual situations.

Itisimportant that women are regarded
as responsible contractual agents, but at
the same time we are not comfortable with
the idea that we would protect awoman’s
right to decide to abort during, say, the
fourth month, but if at the time a birth
mother realised she did not want to surren-
der the child she could not make that
decision. Instead, we propose that con-
tracts or statements of agreement written
prior to conception constitute a statement
of agreement at that time. In most cases,
we predict, those plans will continue to
reflect the desires of all parties and will be
carried out. The problems arise only when
one or more parties has a change of heart.
Such changes can happen in any direction
and create, in the extreme, situations
where all parents want to raise the child, or
none of them do. It is our opinion that the
birth parents and designated nurturing
parents should all be considered to have



both rights and responsibilities of parent-
hood.

A birth mother who changes her mind
and wants to raise the child must be con-
sidered a parent and become one of the
rearing parents, but that right does not
transcend the parental rights of the other
adults. No one can erase the other people
from the picture. Knowing this in advance
may make all parties to these arrange-
ments proceed with extreme caution and
respect for the other adults. This structure
would encourage them to enter into such
agreements only with other adults with
whom they could imagine sharing the
parenting of a child. This caution and this
requirement to see the other adults as full
human beings will be further encouraged
by removing the element of the fee - for it
is with the fee that the factor of exploita-
tion is strengthened. This factor will be
developed more fully below.

hould contractual parent-
g happen at all? We
cannot look only at the
inciples of informed
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bodies because the social consequences of
the current commercial practice of con-
tractual parenting conflict with another
strongly held feminist principle, namely
that people should not be objectified - as
sex objects, handicaps, or wombs, for
instance. This applies not only to adults
but to children as well. They should not be
objectified as gene carriers, reproductions
of ourselves or our wishes or as property.

Does child production for a fee lead to
what has been called “commodification”
of children? Is it different from babysel-
ling? Will it lead to the creation of a class
of breeder women, whose humanity is
reduced to the capacity to procreate?
These questions show that, as well as con-
sidering individual rights we must take a
larger perspective: the consequences for
society as a whole, both nationally and
globally. The technical ability to transport
frozen embryos which have been fertilised
outside the womb, implant them in poor
women anywhere in the world and “re-
turn” resulting babies to their “owners”
raises global implications.

Prenatal testing is almost certain to be a
part of any commercial birth contract,
because the parents do notjust wantababy
or just a genetically related baby, but a
“normal” or “healthy” baby. Thus, devel-
oping more accurate and earlier prenatal
tests has become a research priority. But
the willingness to abort a foetus based on
“negative” information, even when it is
only probable, or indicates a disease that
occurs only later in life, may be greater in
the contractual situation, where all of the
parties have a more tentative commitment
to the would-be child. When you are pay-
ing around US$30,000 aren’t you more
likely to insist on getting a “perfect” baby?
And if your expense is reduced propor-

tion as early as possible?

For the pregnant woman too - contrac-
tual or not - early diagnosis is preferable
because it is psychologically and physi-
cally easier to abort an early pregnanacy
than a late one. Current research will soon
make such diagnosis possible even earlier:
prior to implantation. Will our standards
for keeping a foetus rise, or become more
idiosyncratic as the psychological, physi-
cal and monetary costs for aborting de-
crease? Will the hard to adopt become the
impossible to adopt? The technology of
prenatal screening encourages the objecti-
fication of people by focusing on their
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genetic properties as a basis for evaluating
their worth.

Objectification leads readily to treating
people as commodities - things to buy.
This issue is at the heart ofpublic response
to birthing for a fee - both the acceptance
and rejection of it. We believe cars are
appropriate things to buy and sell. Babies,
on the other hand, we have agreed are not.
Babies, we have agreed, are not things at
all. They are people. But acting as though
they could be bought and sold, acting as
though they are commodities, reduces
them to a state of thingness. This is what
commodification means. Because we
don’twant to face up to this, we do not say
that birthing for a fee is baby-selling. In-

$17.95

Available At AUCKLAND:
Pathfinder: University Bookshop;
Book Corner; Words & Pictures;
Whitcoulls HAMILTON:

Dimensions Women’s
Bookshop: Whitcoulls
ROTORUA: McLeods
Booksellers Napier: Purple
Print PALMERSTON NORTH:
Women’s Shop
WELLINGTON: Women s
Place Bookshop;
Pathfinders; Whitcoulls
DUNEDIN: Hyndman’s
Bookshop; University
Bookshop; Whitcoulls
also Whitcoulls in
Nelson; NEW
PLYMOUTH; &
PALMERSTON NORTH

This book is about one woman's
journey through her fear of simpl>
being, of existing. You will think
about and feel your own life
experience as this story unfolds....

Of NO**8*®

BROADSHEET MARCH 1989 25



stead, we pretend that the baby is never the
birth mother’s to sell, but that from the
very beginning it belonged to someone
else. The birth mother is being paid for her
genetic and/or gestational services, not for
her baby. In that sense she is like the car
salesman who is being paid for his persua-
sive services, his ability to talk people into
buying cars.“In the abstract, being alien-
ated from one’sreproductive powers (as a
birth mother under current commercial
arrangements) may be no less exploitive
than being alienated from one’s produc-
tive powers (as a worker).” But because it
is an alienation which is not yetcommon-
place, we see it for what it is and we react
with fear and repulsion. We must ask
ourselves whether we are willing to be-
come a society which retails children and
rents parts of women as though they were
nothing more than cars.

It is more complex than buying and
selling cars. For example, organ and blood
donation are situations in which, within
certain limits, we do accept having one
person use another person’s body parts.
Even here distinctions have been made.
Under current US law it is generally legal
foranindividual to sell her/his body fluids
such as blood and semen (this is not so in
New Zealand) but illegal to sell organs.
Babies, like organs, and unlike body
fluids, are not self-replenishing parts of
our bodies. (To argue that the mother can
have another baby to “replace” the one she
gives away would be to argue that a baby
is a thing that can be duplicated, which we
know it is not. Parents who have lost a
baby at birth know that later bom children
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ONLY THE
PREGNANT WOMAN,
AND NO-ONE ELSE

SHOULD HAVE
CONTROL OVER HER
MEDICAL TREATMENT

do notreplace the lost one but are separate
individuals in their own right, as was the
one who died.)

In addition, we simply feel differently
about our sexuality and our reproductive
capacities than we do about our livers and
our blood. The former are a part of our
identity in a way that our renal and circu-
latory systems are not. We can think about
whether or not to be reproductive -
whether and when to have a child. These
decisions arise from our sense of self. The
same cannot be said of our renal or circu-
latory functions. They are not voluntary.
They go and they stop without any input
from our conscious minds. We are not, and
we do not feel, identified with them in the
same way.

Most importantly, however, in organ
donation we are talking about giving away
something which is only a part of our-
selves while in contractual parenting we
are talking about selling or giving away
another person, an independent (and de-
pendant) thinking and feeling being.

So, what is the meaning of parenthood?
Itcould be viewed as a property right, with
children belonging to their parents as other
things belong to people. Within this
framework buying and selling children
appear reasonable, and in fact would not
need to be limited to infants. Alterna-
tively, parenthood could be viewed
largely interms ofbeing aresponsibility to
look after aperson through their first 18 or
so years. This would be a responsibility
assumed by or assigned to everyone re-
sponsible for the child’s conception. Our
own view is nearer this last proposal and is
the basis for our earlier statement that all
birth and social parents have both rights
and responsibilities.

In keeping with our view ofparenthood
as more of a responsibility to guardian
than a right of ownership we oppose
commercial birth contracts. We do not
think that children or reproductive capac-
ity should be bought or sold. We believe
that people should be allowed to create
multi-parent arrangements which divide
parenting responsibilities (genetic, gesta-
tional, nurturant, financial) in any way that

they see fit provided that: a) no-one is
being paid for their “services” (although
the pre-natal and child-rearing costs may
be covered in any way they agree); b)
whatever arrangements have been
planned, all parties recognise that they
have taken on the responsibility of creat-
ing another human being and that if the
“deal” falls through they are all both re-
sponsible for and entitled to parent the
child.

And so we have already engaged an-
other feminist principle: that the personal
is political. The mere availability of tech-
niques like prenatal screening and selec-
tive abortion thrusts upon a woman or a
couple the “obscene” choice between
knowingly wishing a cruel, degenerative
disease on their future child by not abort-
ing - in the case of Huntingdon’s disease
- oraborting and saying in effect that their
own lives have not been worth living
because they will someday sicken and die
of the disease they are carrying. This per-
sonal agony has its political meaning as
well. Making this decision an individual
matter privatises the tragedy - makes the
grief of losing the foetus the individual’s
alone. Society does not feel the loss, and
does not pay any consequences, therefore
isnotmoved to do something about it, like
undertake research that might find a cure
for the disease, create public programmes
which would make the environment more
hospitable to people with disabilities or
develop support programmes to lessen the
financial and other burdens on the fami-
lies. These are some of the action implica-
tions that follow from the principle of
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valuing rather than wiping out diversity.
People make their decisions - about
whether to have prenatal screening,
whether to abort a foetus with a known
problem - within the context of these
political and economic realities. In other
circumstances they might make different
decisions.

In this culture, in this political context,
infertility and childlessness is for many an
agonising, very private experience. But
why is this so? Much of the answer lies in
the heavy emphasis on having one’s own
children. For if there were not this empha-
sis on genetic continuity people would
more easily and happily move to the deci-
sion to adopt, to foster parent, to become
“auntie” or “uncle” to non-biologically-
related children; and if child-rearing were
not so privatised and adults were not so
wedded to the notion of children as chips
offthe old block then we could more easily
imagine having important and satisfying
relationships with “other people’s chil-
dren”.

In an extended family context, for in-
stance, childless adults’ desires for rela-
tionships with children, and children’s
interests in on-going relationships with
adults beyond their parents, are more eas-
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NO-ONE CAN
ERASE THE OTHER
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ily met. With families being more and
more geographically spread this slack
must be picked up by friendship networks
or social service agencies. Many adults
want relationships with children that re-
semble parenting: shared and/or collabo-
rative parenting outside the limits of ge-
netic relationships has great potential and
many possible variations. The introduc-
tion of payment into these relationships,
with its potential for exploitation, can only
be harmful.

There are many more issues which we
could have raised and which need to be
discussed. We have not talked about the
origins and implications of our society’s
strong emphasis on producing perfect
children and the eerie way in which it
echoes the past language of those who
have promoted eugenics. We have not
discussed variations on the insemination
theme - such as when the embryo is cre-
ated in vitro using the ovum and sperm of

the couple who will raise the child, making
gestation the sole function of the birth
mother, nor of embryo transplant (also
known as lavage or flushing) in which
conception takes place in one woman but
gestation and birth take place in another.
How do these further compartmentalisa-
tions ofthe maternal role alter our analysis
of the ethics of the situation and of the
protections needed for everyone? Further-
more, IVF raises the issue of the fate of
multiple unused frozen embryos.

W hat links all of these seemingly dif-
ferent technologies is that they are each
part of the continuing medicalisation of
reproduction and birth. Juxtaposed
against the movement for home births,
midwives, humane birthing centres in hos-
pitals, Le Boyer baths and the like, we see
a real struggle over who will control this
central aspect of human life. It is essential
for women to be involved in the discus-
sions and decision-making about all of
these developments. m

IN THE APRIL ISSUE OF BROADSHEET WE
WILL PUBLISH AN INTERVIEW WITH
ELIZABETH KANE, WHO GAVE BIRTH AS A
SURROGATE MOTHER IN 1980 AND NOW
CAMPAIGNS AGAINST SURROGACY.
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G reta Jordan

X ’'m at the wrong wedding. | must be. A
yearago if | had shown my daughterapho-
tograph of this party she would be
laughed, “You must be joking.”

All these suburban people, “Plebs”, my
youngest son calls them. The sort of
people that eat watermelon with lashings
of sugar and dollops of cream. Washed
down with a can of coke.

The splendid garden room of this Fed-
eration style house is bursting at the seams
with Beryl Cook characters. She’sup there
at the top table, my size eight angel from a
Botticelli painting, the joy of my life, the
one who was going to make it all worth-
while, next to her new husband who’s
fagging it. Last year she had boasted he
had given up his nicotine addiction for her.

We drove eight hundred kilometres to
attend this wedding and there he was prac-
tically smoking two cigarettes at a time.
Well, no need to pretend now he had got
her. My golden girl kissing a chimney.
Their brand new show-home and her de-
signer dresses, smelling stale. All her life
she had lived in asmoke-free-zone. A “No
Smoking” sign propped up in her green
Mini car. And now she’s cuddling up to a
human chimney.

My carefree happy go lucky daughter
tied down with a mortgage. No more
walking out of good job and on the first
flight to Acapulco. Is she really over the
long affair she had there with a Lebanese
chauvinist that took her to the point of
anorexia; “I’ll show him how unhappy |
am, | won’t eat...”. But have any of us
escaped falling for a rotter? The few that
go from school and doting parents to
marrying their first love, who just hap-
pened to be acaring male, end up too smug
for words. In that difficult, poor, but free
six years | had between marriages, she saw
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me knocked sideways mentally by the
wrong sort of male. Naive of me to think
she would learn by my mistakes.

I have to stand back watching my
grown up children getting into a mess, and
pick up the pieces, bathe the wounds, and
build up their precious self-esteem again
and again. How I longed for my own days,
when we left home the minute we left
school, full employment and peppercorn
rents meant our parents didn’t have to see
it all.

She’slooking at me with wary eyes, she
knows | know her better than she knows
herself. Finally she wants to break the
chord, the knife is hidden in her Freesia
bouquet. We’ve been too close going from
mum and daughter to friends, a friend that
never repeated confidences, and my that’s
rare. “Get off my back mum.” If | had my
time overagain I would 've stood back a lot
more, she will be on this planet long after
me. We expect that but my eldest son died
at twenty seven, another story...

Why? My darling. Why? | ask silently.
You, who had the world in front of you.
Was it because you had reached the “big
three O”? Not wanting to be described as
“one of the desperates”. She had dreaded
being a little housewife, worrying about
what to give her man for his dinner, shar-
ing “the master bedroom”, expected to
reproduce herself to justify her existence.
Iremember when Ann was a leggy eleven
yearold, afriend of mine brought her new
baby to the house. Whilst we were taking
turns to hold the diminutive bundle she
quickly moved to the other side of the
room, plopped herself down next to the
new father and asked, “What do you
drive?”

I could understand her if she were a
second time around forty-plus with a pair

ofkids to supportoralonely fifty-year-old
tired of coping with all the jobs husbands
take on, poor devils. But not at thirty - the
beginning of her best years. It will be
Sunday roastdinner at hismother’s, where
they will be eyeing her twenty-inch-
waistline for signs of another grandchild
to add to the pack assembling on mother’s
day. “You will be lonely in your old
age...”. (The prospect of spending mine
with my off-spring makes me vote for
euthanasia). My daughter opts for expen-
sive holidays, meals in the latest restau-
rants and luxuries she works hard for. But
having an affair these days is a risky busi-
ness. Men jetting into town with their full
wallets, gifts, promise of the good times
are finding it not so easy. Unless they pay
for it. Women are seeing them for what
they are - shop-soiled.

Though never promiscuous, Ann knew
sex could be lovely, in the right surround-
ings with a man astute enough to know a
woman’s most erogenous zone is her ears.
The rightchemistry helps. Sex isn’tessen-
tial, women can give themselves orgasms,
but it can be wondrous with the right man.
AIDS has changed all that. Shame.
Women haven’t had their freedom for
long. Now Mr Nature, holding all the
Aces, always getting back at them.

Now Ann has settled down with this
regular boyfriend, and we’ve all had those
ones that are always there, waiting in the
wings, nice enough but you feel drained
after a date with them. They make you act
mean. The magic is missing. Here’s my
Ann wearing the old (though the same age)
faithful’s ring. The one she was always
going to finish with. Who kept turning up



on the off-chance that she would be in,
when she was all dressed up to go out with
the opposition. Worst of all, the one she
giggled aton herall-girl-nightdinners. His
lack of style, no real money; drives a ute!

Unfamiliar without her Jag jeans the
same best friend, gorgeous in pink silk,
clutching her tulip glass of champagne,
appears at my side, “Look at these
people!” she says, “ljust can’t believe this
is Ann’s wedding.”

“Norme,” I laugh, “I should be wearing
black.”

“Is that a Sarah Shepard dress?”

“Yes, but you are the only one here that
would know.”

I sound such a snob but | guess we all
are at different levels. 1recall her arriving
home early from an evening date. Grab-
bing the Disprin box, she turned to me and
said: “It was so noisy Mum, I had to leave.
He said, you’re not looking down on these
people are you Ann? Of course | said no,
but I was really.”

“It’s just that you are different love.”

“l wish | weren’t, 1’d enjoy myself
more....”

This is the sort of thing mothers went
through forty years ago when their pre-
cious daughter had got herselfin “the pud-
ding club”.Then six or seven months later,
prematurely of course, a little bundle of
love arrived that thankfully numbed
people’s memories. A few of them think-
ing, “there but for the grace ofgod goes our
so-and-so 7.

“What’s got into her?” | whisper to my
husband, natty in his interview, wedding,
best and only blue suit. “She always hated

beards”.

We used to have a mum and daughter
joke when we spotted bearded males.
“What about when he hasacold?” Serving
soup on purpose or custard with the pud-
ding. Was he covering a non-existent chin
orapockmarked face like Richard Burton
without the sexy voice. Orjust too lazy to
shave everyday? It went with the rubber
thongs and “going with the flow”.

Her wide, green, honest eyes avoid
mine. | vow notto say anything. In the past
when she had fallen in love, infatuated,
whatever we like to call it, and then sud-
denly couldn’t stand the guy anymore, we
would go for long walks giggling about
them.

“Oh Mum?”, she would say,” there will
never be anyone good enough for me in
your eyes.”

Sitting there at her wedding, sur-
rounded by his relatives, our’s were at the
other side of the world, I think back over
the years, recalling the fiances she had
introduced to us;

“Are you sure this is the one...?”

“Don’t worry mum I’'m not going to
marry him. | just like being engaged...”

“You forget you are talking to a mother
of sons madam.”

Other times, if | said | was fond of her
latest friend, she would snap, “Well, you
don’t know him.”

I had to be careful not to be one of those
tiresome mumes that flirt with their daugh-
ter’smen. They weren’t my type anyway.
| prefer the odd sort of fellow, ones that
have done interesting things in their lives.
Tall dark and handsome, be-my-slave
types - I’ll treat you badly and you’ll love
me for it - leave me as cold as snow. The
AIDS scare has put women off the roving
eyed, so-called exciting men, you don’t
know where they have been.

| gaze at my new son-in-law. | know
he’ll take care of my daughter. Notenough
to stop polluting the air she breathes but
he’ll make her a hot dinner. Better than
arriving home from a difficult day at work
to a mate sulking, can in fist, behind the
sports page, demanding to be fed. But will
he hold her or will she follow her mother
through the divorce court? Thank god we
live a long way away. They’ll want to
spend well earned holidays on exotic is-
lands, not with us in an industrial city.

They look relaxed, chatting together,
maybe that’s what she needs. Not the
hectic, magic, love that tears you apart.
She tried that. She must have told herself,
never, never again. Maybe this, the safe
companionable sort of love will lead to
strong bonding. Arranged marriages have
a lot to be said for them. | would like to
have had a crack at that.

I knew she was sick to death of sharing
flats and all the complications that go with
it. The one who never saw the dirt drove
my Virgo daft. Three young women with
international friends made the arrival of
the phone bill a catastrophe. She wanted
something to show for her money, her own
home. Prices constantly escalating kept

putting that out of her reach. So much
easier with a mate to share the bills. Espe-
cially someone as practical as he is, give a
man his due.

Travelling alone had lost its appeal.
Never as much fun in reality and no longer
safe. Convenient as it was, (and she never
wondered how we liked turning our dining
room into a place for her), she felt past
coming back to abedroom ather mother’s.
We had had enough of her sudden phone
calls from the nearest airport, “can you
come and get me?” All three of my off
spring had done too much coming and
going from the fold, to lick their wounds,
re-charge faded batteries, save up at our
expense, to be off again.

I had had the motherrole, ithad gone on
far too long for my liking.

Speech time. I’'m back at home recall-
ing the fiances she had introduced to us.

Turning from the sink I asked, “Are you
sure about this, Ann?” Where do owners
of sophisticated washing up machines
have their heart to hearts with their daugh-
ters?”

Tea towel in hand, she replied, “No,
I’m not.”

Another time, “Now look love, | don’t
want to go to all the expense of this en-
gagement party if you’re not going
through with it...”

“Of course | am.”

Butofcourse she didn’t. Times when a
white-faced intended, banged on our front
door demanding to know where she was.
When all we knew was that she had crept
out at first light, with well-worn pack on
her back, leaving us to worry until the first
post-card plopped into the mail box.

“l wish I was like other people!” she
had sobbed onto my shoulder, “Idon’t like
being different. 1 would be so much hap-
pier...”

Well Ann, you are marrying into an or-
dinary family now. That’s where your
chimney comes from. I ’'m definitely at the
wrong wedding. I sigh, turning to my soul-
mate, the one I had to wait until I was in my
mid-forties to find.

“lI know how you feel,” he says, “I give
them five years.”

But, I think, she’ll get tied down with
possessions and go to her grave bored out
of her mind.

Sitting there in my expensive dress - 1
had wanted to do her proud - | wished |
could take it back, change it for a walnut
tree to plant for posterity and a heap of
Cedar wood to build a gazebo. Gardening
was my passion. A lot more rewarding
than having a family. (Once the cannon
fodder for old men’s war-games and now
they don’t know what to do with them.)
Though | enjoy other people’s children
there isn’tone of mine that | would choose
from a shop. You can’t divorce your kids,
you are never free. All that tugging at the
heart strings goes on forever. | wouldn’t
have a family if I had my time over again.
It’s not worth all the agony. Never again.

“Not,” as my father used to say, “Not,

if its bottom’s hung with diamonds.” m
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THIS IS PART ONE
OF AN INTERVIEW WITH
CHARLOTTE BUNCH WHICH
HAS BEEN SHORTENED
AND REPRINTED (WITH
PERMISSION) FROM
WOMAN OF POWER ISSUE 7,

SUMMER 1987.

Who is Charlotte Bunch?

Xcame to feminism from the sixties and the civil rights move-
ment in the Southern United States of America.

My vision has its early roots in a spiritual vision - to talk about the
best of the spiritual, which is, | believe, that which integrates all
aspects of life, including the political - which came out of the
belief that the civil rights movement could not only achieve
liberation for blacks, but could bring a new vision back into this
country of what it means for human beings to live and work
together. It was a vision that tried not just to cross race lines, but
to deal with differences in a new kind of way, and to show that
political movements are not only about change and power -
they’re also about a change in the vision you have of what society
can be like. And this is central to my vision of feminism - that
transformational feminism is notjustabout “add women and stir;”
it’s not just about women getting a piece of the action; it’s about
women having a different vision of what society could be like. |
think that most dispossessed and oppressed groups have always
had the possibility of this different vision because they’re not
necessarily as incorporated into the existing frameworks. That is
not to say that all of them have such a vision, but the possibility is
there.

Being in the civil rights movement convinced me that | wanted
to spend my life in movements for social change. From there |
went to Washington DC in 1966. It was a time when many of the
political groups I had been involved with were becoming divisive
and splintered; the vision was being lost amidst an emphasis on
confrontation and power. Feminism felt like a way to recapture
that vision of new possibilities and to become engaged again with
the population as a whole. For me as a woman, it was a way that
came closer to my own experience. There was a sense of excite-
ment among women that there was an alternative to the competi-
tive, male-domination model for political change. | felt that the
Left did have a good positive analysis, but that it had alienated
itself from the majority of the people because its critique had
become so cynical. This has been one of my major concerns as a
political organiser, that when we become radical, although we
have, very often, a good political analysis of society, we can also
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alienate ourselves from the population because we become so
critical of people - not of their politics, but of the persons
themselves.

To be a good organiser you have to have some belief that
people really can change, and that in some fundamental way they
want to do what is best. This is what has always sustained me as
an organiser: the belief that the majority of people really would
prefer to live in a way that is not oppressive to others. That if you
can hold out another way of really seeing the world, people will
respond.

I have never seen the domestic and international as separate
spheres. Everything we do has both dimensions and has implica-
tions in both directions. Global interaction is not something we
choose to do or not to do; it is something we are already partici-
pating in. We can only choose how consciously we try to under-
stand the interrelatedness of both dimensions.

As an American feminist deeply involved in a
growing international women’s movement, can you
give us some insights on how global feminism is
changing Western feminist perspectives?



I n 1975 when the United Nations Dec-
ade for Women started, a lot of United
States feminists were still very Ameri-
can and insensitive to the way in which
people in this country approach any-
thing international; that is, with the as-
sumption that we’re ahead of the world
and we have the answers.

There was enormous resentment of this at-
titude among women in other parts of the
world. Some feminists in the Third World
talk about how the event was, on the one
hand, helpful in letting them know about
feminism, and on the other hand, set them
back because they felt American feminists
were so dominating and insensitive.

The other problem with a lot of American feminists working
internationally has been the opposite tendency. In trying not to be
insensitive, some go to the other extreme and become apologetic
for their existence as American. This is not very helpful to other
women either. They are not interested in guilt or shame, butin our
actions, and how we can have a genuine interaction about both our
similarities and differences. This quality of interaction comes
from being clear about who we are and what our politics are, and
then being able to listen to others without assuming that everyone
else is going to be the same. Such interaction usually changes both
parties.

When [ interact in any setting, internationally or domestically,
things people say affect me and often clarify or change my
perpsectives - 1think openness is critical to taking in differences.
We often have rigid notions in this country of what it means to be
political, as if it meant working out your line or theory and then
defending it from change. I think being political involves all the
interactions of life, and necessarily means growing, changing and
evolving according to what you learn and do. You go into the
world with an analysis and some assumptions and see how they
work, and as you take actions and hear other people’s viewpoints,
yours shift. Sometimes those shifts are small and sometimes big,
butthat’s part of what makes politics exciting. Someone once said
to me, “But you didn’t say that in 1974!” If | had to say the same
things in 1987 without any changes, |1°d be pretty bored, as well as
irrelevant to a growing movement. It is often hard for Americans
to find a balance between these two poles of what I call arrogance
and apology - yet somewhere in between there is authentic
interaction.

How has this process of interacting about our
similarities and differences been affected by the UN
Decade?

I(<:_7ince 1975 the situation for feminism in the world has
changed dramatically with the emergence of women’s move-
ments throughout the world. The leadership for new ideas in
feminism is coming from the Third World and from women of
colour in the West. This is not to say that everyone else is
irrelevant, but that crucial new perspectives are coming primarily
from these places. I consider this exciting because it means that all
of us can realise how many sources and varieties of feminist
thought there are, and none of us have to carry the burden alone.
A wide diversity of women are now seek-
ing to define and hold up the possibilities of
feminist visions and feminist change.
Third World feminists were also much
stronger and not in the minority in Nairobi
Decade conference in 1985. At the 1975
UN Conference, there were not very many
feminist groups in the Third World. In
1980 at the UN mid-Decade Conference in
Copenhagen there was a kind of transi-
tional period in which some Western
women were still arrogant, but others were

Every group
that has been
oppressed has to
have aperiod of
very strong
single-minded
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people start to
listen

It is notjust that
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they are all
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trying to change and do real networking.
There were anumber of Third World femi-
nists at the Copenhagen Conference, but
they were still very much in the minority.
What they had to do was assert themselves
against the West, so there was conflict and
it was confrontational and many white
Americans felt negative about it. But from
a historical perspective, | think it was the
necessary middle stage - women had to say,
“Look! You’re not seeing us, you’re not
listening to us, you’re not dealing with our
world!” There were major issues around the
concept of what’s feminist, and the attempt
of some Westerners to say that there is a
sphere of women’s issues that are not af-
fected by the rest of the world’s problems.
These conflicts in 1980 got the debates out into the open and be-
tween 1980 and 1985 an enormous amount of learning and strug-
gling took place. By the time ofthe Nairobi Conference, halfofthe
participants were women of colour, and most had been working
for several years in their countries building their own movements
and analysis of feminism. They did not need to be as confronta-
tional because they were no longer the unheard minority.

I had seen this same process in the lesbian feminist movement:
we had to be separatist and confrontational and demand attention
for lesbians at one point in time. It was almost as if no matter how
reasonable someone’s objection, we had to not hear it because if
we took all the objections into account at that moment, we would
lose the possibility of really following through with what we felt
we had to say. Every group that has been oppressed has to have a
period of very strong single-minded confrontation until people
start to listen. Once you’ve been heard, and it’s clear that you’re
not going to be denied, then we can talk about working together.
More women of colour can talk about working with white women
once they feel confident that racism is on the agenda, and that it
is understood as a feminist priority. Or women can work together
internationally once it is understood that colonialism, imperial-
ism, nationalism, race and class are not separate from our lives as
women. Going through this confrontational phase seems to be the
only way that we know how to bring new perspectives into the
arena. Asagroup goes through its first assertion, itis also building
a base for people who feel the same way. Thus, as we asserted our
presence as lesbians, we discovered how many of us there were,
and how strong we were. And women of colour have been doing
something similar. They feltinvisible, but in asserting themselves
they’ve been discovering how many women of colour are femi-
nists. So that assertion puts new perspectives on what we thought
was reality.

Women who are becoming interested in working internation-
ally today need to know thateven adecade ago there were feminist
efforts in this direction; that there were feminist efforts in this
direction at the turn of the century. The Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom was an outgrowth of the first wave
of feminism trying to become international. It’s important to
know that there have been women writing and working to make
feminist connections globally for over ahundred years. Feminists
sometimes fall into the old trap of wanting to promote ourselves
as being the “first” this or that, but often we’re just the next wave
of women trying to make connections. There is so much rich
history that we need to draw on as sustenance for whatwe’re doing
today. Many women don’t know, for ex-
ample, that ISIS has been publishing vol-
umes of material about women throughout
the world since 1974. There are also other
global networks - the International
Women’s Health Network, the Women’s
Network Against Reproductive Rights.
The FINNRAGE (Feminist International
Network of Resistance to Reproductive and
Genetic Engineering), Women on Global
Corporations Network. The Decade has
helped to nourish and develop these inter-
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national networks.

Third World women’s groups are also building their own
regional networks - there’s the Asian Women’s Research and
Action Network (AWRAN) and the Pacific Asian Women’s
Forum (PAWF). The Latin Americans have an informal network
every two years when feminists from the region gather at a
conference called a Feminist Encuentro; first held in 1981 in
Columbia, in 1983 in Peru, and Brazil in 1985, the 1987 Encuentro
was held in Mexico and the 1990 one will be in Argentina.
Through these events, women from different countries get to
know each other over a period of time, and they build a sense of
what Latin American feminism is even though there’s no one
structure for it.

In the early stages of the women’s movement in this country,
two important assertions that feminists made were that “the
personal is political,” and that matters dealing with sex or gender
are political - that the power relations
between men and women are political.
We defined a whole series of issues,
not previously considered political,
having to do with violence against
women, rape, leshian rights, reproduc-
tive rights, equal pay, and other equal-
ity issues. We stressed that these things
affect women’s lives deeply, but since
they had previously been considered
private, they were not seen as impor-
tant or as matters for public action. For
instance, if you didn’t want to be
beaten, you could try to get your hus-
band not to beat you, but you couldn’t
go to the state for help. So what we did
was change the agenda of what was
political, demanding that the private
sphere of issues, what are called
“women’s issues,” be taken seriously.

In doing that, we had to define awhole series of feminist issues
and we had to get them out there so that they would be seen as
public and important - and in so doing, we had to, in a sense, turn
away from the issues that were already seen as important. Those
ofus who came out of the sixties movements knew that questions
of war and race were important to women, but we had to focus on
“women’smatters” because if we gave any ground, we would find
ourselves back in the trap of someone saying, “well these other
issues are the really important things, these are the broader
issues.” What happened was that oftentimes we became very de-
fensive about what feminist issues were; we felt we simply had to
put on blinders which then became hard to take off. Part of what
happened with the women of colour movement was their saying,
“Hey, you have to loosen those blinders because we can’t take that
separation.” So, in a sense, it is a very natural evolution, but
natural evolutions are often quite painful.

This moves us to the next stage, which is notjust that feminists
are also concerned about war, race, and class, but that they are all
interrelated. We’ve got acceptance now that other issues are
feminist concerns, but most people still see them as separate, You
still work on peace and war and racism here and violence against
women and equality there. The next stage is understanding that
they are interrelated. As we broaden feminism to be about the
whole world, we have to continue to define women’s specific
needs while we take on the restofthe world’s issues. Whatwomen
have learned, for example, around violence against women,
teaches us a great deal about militarism. If we start to apply the
ideas we now understand about male violence and see it as a
spectrum from the family to the global militaristic system, we
confront the two together - we see the connection.

Similarly racism is not a separate box, but the manifestation of
attitudes about differences among people, and not unlike those
around gender or class. Each manifestation has its particularities,
but we need to weave our understanding of them together. That’s
the challenging path for feminism now; we have to weave those
analyses and strategies together so that we strengthen our efforts
and eliminate the bind that so many women feel of having to
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choose between working only on one or the other.

Feminism has not sufficiently challenged the dualism of
Western patriarchal thought, which has set everything up as
opposites - either you’re this or you’re that. Feminists need to
make a clearer breakthrough in terms of understanding the dam-
age this does to us. For example, I’ve resisted the notion that you
are either a cultural feminist or a political feminist; a socialist
feminist or a radical feminist. | feel that my feminism combines
elements of all these insights, and strives to find a new place to go
with them, because | see feminism as a whole perspective on life
and a whole way of living. To me the exciting thing about
feminism is that it has political, economic and cultural, and spiri-
tual manifestations, and it tries to break down the mentality that
these things are always separate. You may have to choose a pri-
ority foryour work atany given moment; or you may do a particu-
lar activity better, or find itmore interesting to address a particualr
aspect of feminism. People who work
best in each of these areas are bringing
out the truth of feminism in these ar-
eas, but if they don’t see that the work
they’re doing has other dimensions,
they lose some of the strength of femi-
nism in the process. We also need to
have more respect for each other’s
work as important for us, even as we
do something quite different.

This is what | am striving for with
the concept of non-aligned feminism.
That we stop saying people “ought” to
be doing this or “ought” to be doing
that, and instead see how each of us
can do what we do best and leam from
each other in the process. We can and
should still argue over any number of
issues and strategies, but do so from a
point of respect and vision rather than
mean-spiritedness. | would like to see sharp, intellectual, political
debates from generous spiritedness.

The pornography debate (in the US) is an example of this. The
issues discussed are important, but the debate is so mean. It
assumes that one group is loyal to feminism and one group is
treacherous, that one is out to get the other. The intellectual and
political issues are vital, but | think we must recognise that we
don’t know everything about them yet. We’re exploring, but all
sides of this particualr debate are new territory. Important things
have been said on both sides that need to be brought into dialogue,
butinadifferent way. That’s where the spiritual dimension of our
movement needs to assert itself and provide a different outlook.
This is only one example of the way we get bogged down in
immediately saying that one side is right and another wrong.

So you are really developing a synthesised feminist
politics, one that integrates all of the dimensions of
women’s lives.

ﬁ_/ynthesis is a fine word of you can see it in terms of trans-
formation - that it isn’t adding different things together, but
that there really is a transforming thing taking place. Each
piece of analysis helps us to go another step forward and changes
what we understood before. The Nairobi Conference was an ex-
ample of this. Its sum was so much greater than its parts and more
than we could have imagined; but it wasn’tjust that women were
there from all over the world, nor that they were added up to reach
a certain point of awareness. The bringing together of all those
parts created something more.

| had been working on international feminism for seven years
and | was still moved by what happened in Nairobi; I felt it was a
quantum leap that brought us to a new place. | knew groups in
Latin America, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East were develop-
ing feminist perspectives on issues from development and milita-
rism to violence and sexual torture of women, but when we got to
Nairobi, we sensed that the sum of the parts really could change



the world. To be there in 1985 with the world in such an economic
and political depression, with the situation so dreadful for so many
women of the world, and still see women’s incredible powers and
visions to make something different was the most spiritual event
of the decade as far as I’'m concerned. It was tremendously
moving, so clarifying and so contrary to the kind of short-sighted
pessimism that | feel is in vogue in the United States among
feminists today.

It is popular to be down on the women’s movement in the US
but I think it’s wrong, because the movement is becoming more
diverse and going deeper. There are many problems- 1don’tmean
to say thatthere aren’t-but the possibilities have grown in the past
decade for a broader vision and movement. To just see the prob-
lems and not see this possibility is very sad. | want women to
understand what’s happening and to be energised; | want women
in the West to take energy from this world-wide possibility, and
to see that we’re still moving - we’re moving and by the nineties
we could have the most creative explosion of feminism yet! Even
withinthe US women are organising all over the place; it’sjust not
in the same format as the seventies. Some feminists are nostalgic
because the early days were so exciting, but what’s happening
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now is just as important. There are so many ways in which
feminism has infused itself into the lives of ordinary women that,
far from failure, we’re dealing with the problems of our initial
success.

Feminism has had an enormous impact on women’s lives, and
now women are trying to work out psychic and societal structures
to cope with how their lives have changed. | feel that what some
see as depression and decline in the movement is simply women
taking a pause to figure out how to integrate what has happened
to them, and, in acollective sense, how to find ways to live that out
in their lives.

Part two of this interview will be published in
the April Broadsheet.

Woman ofPower, a magazine of feminism, spirituality and
politics, is published four times a year. It costs $US22 from
overseas. Send to P O Box 827, Cambridge, MA 02238, USA
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THE GREAT NEW ZEALAND GYPSY
CARAVAN TOUR

Topp Twins

Jan - Mar 1989

The Puhoi hall, 90 minutes drive north of
Auckland city, was packed on Auckland’s first
fine evening in January for the launching of the
Topp Twins’“Great New Zealand Gypsy Cara-
van Tour”. The audience was an even mix of
locals and women from the city. The crowd was
hot, mostly friendly, and enthusiastic.

The first bracket is straight from the TV spe-
cial, including the costumes. Some of the ma-
terial was very familiar to those of us who
video’d the TV show and have showed to it
many overseas visitors as an example of New
Zealand culture, but Linda on the spoons is
always a winner for me. Lots of laughs and
applause, areal country feeling. There’sa man
inthe audience who won’t shut up - one ofthose
who can’t bear not to be the centre of attention
- Linda and Jools have plenty of techniques for
dealing with him, but would obviously rather
not have to bother. Ditto most of the audience.

Carol, sitting two along from me, laughs fit
to burst at the jokes, | admire the yodelling and
get caught up in the sheer fun of it. There are
some new songs in the second bracket, includ-
ing a nice romantic love song. Jools and Linda
look smashing in black suits and wonderful red
straw hats. This show - but not others on the
tour- will finish with a bracket from Hors-
in’Around (see January Broadsheet), we are
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promised, with Linda joining them as a guest
singer. And so it is. They are getting nicely into
it when the lights go out and the sound dies
away - a power cut it turns out, the whole
district is in darkness.

The people lighting matches in this old
wooden hall make me nervous. A few torches
appear. Jools finds her acoustic guitar and they
decide to finish with an unassisted (no micro-
phone) rendering of “Untouchable Girls”. Very
popular with the women. Someone has driven
the tractor around to the hall door and turned
the lights on so we all file out. It seems like a
very “country” ending. Just as we city types get
into our cars the lights go back on. But we’re in
motion, on our way home and we carry on.
Vintage Topps and a fun night out. And stars as
we drive home, stars we haven’t seen for sev-
eral rainy weeks.

But it’s not back to the city for the tour, it’s
north to Mangawhai, Kaiwaka, Ruawai, Dar-
gaville, Opononi, Kaikohe... through January,
then Waikato and Coromandel through
February,a total of 65 centres. Part two of the
tour from November 1989 to February 1990
will cover the east and west coasts of both
islands. Jools and Linda call it the realisation of
a burning ambition to travel the length and
breadth of New Zealand in a (vintage) tractor-
drawn caravan - see photo. “Following the
economic uncertainty, droughts, earthquakes,
floods and other hardships endured by the rural
community in recent months, the Topp twins
plan to bring some hope and fun into people’s
lives,” says the press release.

Dir John Waters
Charley Gray’s Theatre, Auckland

The latest film by John Waters is said to be less
offensive than his previous offerings. After the
screening | attended, | found several acquain-
tances heaving a sigh of relief that Waters had
mellowed. As | was fortunate enough to miss
films like Polyester with the little scratch/smell
card that was handed out, | saw Hairspray
knowing very little about it except that many
people (whose opinion | could trust) said it was
a laugh - and over the Christmas period | was
desperate for one.

The positive aspect of this film was that the
protagonist, Tracey Tumblad, was a self-as-
sured, positive young woman whose figure did
not conform to the adolescent shape that is
pushed down our throats ad nauseam! She did
not let anyone ’s opinion of her body hinder her
from doing exactly as she pleased. Many of us
older feminists still remember those TV shows
in the sixties compered by a jerky character,,
with wholesome, toothy white young men and
women dancing to the latest tunes. Athome we
would be dancing right along with them. Well
this was a real nostalgia film of that era.



Divine, a female impersonator (now de-
ceased) who has featured in other Waters’
films, plays the heroine’s mother (as well as the
nasty boss of the show who won’t have “col-
oureds” on the programme). Divine has rather
a majestic appearance and Waters does set her
up as a figure of fun, a bit of a freak - one of the
aspects of the film I felt uncomfortable with.
When Divine was in a scene it was shot in such
away as to make the audience laugh at her huge
body - and the hoons sitting in front of me
grunted with laughter everytime Divine made
an appearance. On the positive side, Divine’s
warmth as a mother who is delighted to see her
“little girl” dancing away on TV, transcends
her ridiculous outfits.

Our protagonist, deciding that she can dance
justas well as, ifnot better than the TV dancers,
attends one of the show’s open programmes
and dazzles everyone. Tracey becomes aregu-
lar and the most popular dancer on the show,
much to the chagrin of the current favourite,
Ambervon Tussle, ablonde “girl most likely to
succeed” type (and her equally blonde mother,
played by “Blondie” Debbie Harry) who is
partnered by a “tall, dark and handsome”
mediterranean. Our heroine gets it all, the
popularity, the fame and the boyfriend. And
Waters gives her a political conscience too!
This conventional structure is relieved slightly
by the introduction of the concerns of the
American civil rights movement, a feature of
the sixties. Tracey champions the demands of
the black teenagers to be integrated into the
dance show instead of being relegated to a
black-only slot once a month.

Add the music of the early sixties, the for-
gettable teased and lacquered beehive hairsty-
les of the “hairhoppers”, and the wacky clothes
and bingo, we have a cult film in the making
which appeals to a wide audience.

Not a film to see if you are feeling angst-
ridden but worth seeing in alight hearted mood.
Athina Tsoulis

PH (09) 765 870

The Java Jive

IS moving early march
to

308 PONSONBY RD,
CRN OF POMPALIER TCE.

Open every night
from 6pm.

The new place will
be bigger & nothing
will change
except the queue!

SEX WORK o
Writings by Women in the Sex Industry
Edited by Frederique Delacoste and
Priscilla Alexander

Virago $19.95__

This was a very valuable book for me to read.
Despite having known sex workers | uncon-
sciously had a stereotype of prostitutes being
helpless victims. In my head 1 still had all the
pictures of abused women addicted to drugs
being beaten by their pimps, that film and TV
have capitalised on for so long. Sex Work cuts
through all these well-worn stereotypes by let-
ting women in the sex industry talk for them-
selves. The result is very challenging.

The book is divided into three parts. “In the
Life,” the longest section, is a collection of
poetry, fiction and prose written by workers
and ex-workers themselves. | enjoyed this
section the most because of its directness. It
spoke of the diversity of the women involved in
the sex industry, who they are, where they
come from, their reasons for working, their
anger, hate, hope, contentment, humour, isola-
tion, victimisation, and will for change. Some
of the pieces made me laugh: Emma Marcus’
story of the man who freaked out after having
sex with her because she told him she was
menstruating. ““You must never do that again, ’
he announced as he stepped back into the room.
‘Never, never! 1’m going back to the hotel now.
| have some penicillin ointment in my suitcase
and I’ll put it on immediately. 1’m a physician
and | know about these things, so I’'m sure it
will be all right. But you must never do that
again,” he said... T hope you don’t get too bad
acase ofit,” I said, pulling the sheet offthe mat-
tress. “The penicillin will probably take care of
it if you put it on soon. Just make sure you put
a lot of it on.” His eyes, registering alarm,
suddenly disappeared behind the hugely bil-
lowing white sheet | had snapped into the air.”

Other pieces angered me and more than one
brought tears to my eyes: Cecilia Wardlow’s
piece entitled “Dream Turned Nightmare,” was
one. Cecilia’s story is about turning tricks and
forming a dependency on heroin, being beaten
by her woman lover, and losing her house and
job. “After | was fired, | managed to land a
nursing position with a temporary agency. |

was also seeing my john three or four times a
week. Money was better than ever, but life was
hell. My john was paying the rent, buying the
groceries and giving me two hundred dollars
each time | saw him. | was on methadone,
which meant that my physical need for heroin
was no longer a factor. Linda and | fought
constantly about that fact. | was being beaten
regularly and made several feeble attempts at
suicide.

“There was one counselor at the meth clinic
whom | would call whenever | had been bru-
tally beaten. She said, ‘When you’ve had
enough, you’ll do something about it.” And |
did. It took months, but I did leave.”

Part Two is called “Connections” and it
contains four essays by Joan Nestle, Gail Pheter-
son, and Priscilla Alexander. As its title sug-
gests this chapter draws parallels between the
legal and social oppression of prostitutes and
other forms of oppressions. | found Alexan-
der’s essays on the reasons why feminists have
found prostitution a difficult issue, and the
scapegoating of prostitutes for heterosexual
AIDS, particularly interesting. Much of this
section (and the entire book) is relevant to the
situation in Aotearoa.

Double standards abound when it comes to
prostitution-the justice system makes woman
feel like whores when they have been raped,
but takes the attitude that a whore cannot be
raped. Police deliberately pounce on prosti-
tutes and confiscate their condoms, which they
often buy in bulk quantities.

The same police system ignores murders of
prostitutes. For instance in Los Angeles at a
time when a serial murderer was operating the
police failed to warn the public until 10 women
had been murdered. The LA police reassured
the public that non-prostitute women were safe.
When they could not dig up a prostitution
record on the seventeenth victim they described
her as a “street women.” As Alexander writes,
no woman is safe until prostitute women are

GALLERY

EXHIBITIONS

MARCH 13-23
GALLERIES | 1l & 1
WORKING MEMBERS
AUTUMN AWARDS

Gallery 1V

ROSA WEISS

'Photographs’

MARCH 27 - APRIL 6
NOLA HOLMWOOD
AWARD FOR
PORTRAITURE
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WHY CANT SHARON
KOWALSKI COME
HOME?

By Karen Thompson & Julie Andrzejewski
(Spinsters/Aunt Lute)

Sharon is unable to move or communicate as a result
of an accident. Her lover, Karen, has been denied
visitation rights. Sharon has lost the right to choose
who she may see, who she may like, and who she may
love. Her case has raised an important human rights
issue which is still before the courts.

$26.95

THE AMAZON TRAIL

By Lee Lynch

(Naiad Press)

Author of OLD DYKE TALES and other popular titles,
this is a collection of Lee Lynch’s syndicated column
THE AMAZON TRAIL. She covers the lesbian scene
from inside bookstores and bars, from campfire to
coven to careers, into and out of love.

$22.95

DISTRIBUTED IN NEW ZEALAND BY

safe.

This section presents a clear analysis of who
really benefits from the present system of ille-
gal prostitution - most massage parlours and
escort services today are owned by men. In the
States before the prohibition of prostitution
was enacted most brothels were owned and
managed by women. When the brothels were
closed it forced many women to work on the
streets, facing greater risks of violence and
disease.

The final section, “United We Stand, Di-
vided We Die: Sex Workers Organized” deals
with groups that sex workers and non-sex
workers have formed to protect women, edu-
cate and agitate for change. There are many
such groups all around the world, and if prosti-
tution was not illegal, they would serve much
the same function as unions. The United States
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Publishers Limited

has three organisations: WHISPER, COYOTE,
and the United States Prostitutes Collective or
US PROS. In Holland where prostitution is not
prohibited but where sex workers are segre-
gated from the rest of the community, Red
Thread and Pink Thread operate. England has
the English Collective of Prostitutes which is
part of an umbrella group called International
Wages for Housework Campaign.

Some of these organisations (like COY-
OTE) work from the perspective that women
have the right to determine how to use their
bodies and that most problems associated with
prostitution are related to its prohibition and the
stigma attached to sex and sex work. They
don’t think prostitution is caused by the eco-
nomic status of women alone or that if classism
and racism disappeared, prostitution would go
with it. US PROS and the English Collective of

Prostitutes see prostitution primarily as a class
issue. Priscilla Alexander reads a subtext in
most of their writings that prostitution should
disappear when women can earn enough to
support themselves and their families without
it. WHISPER believes that all prostitutes are
victims, that no woman ever chooses to work as
a prostitute, and that patriarchy created prosti-
tution to control and abuse women.

Despite these diferent approaches, all want
the laws against prostitution repealed.

Sex Work gives the reader a glimpse of the
potential political power of women in the sex
industry. It deals with the herstorical conflict
between a feminist analysis which saw prosti-
tution as the ultimate objectification ofwomen’s
bodies, and prostitutes who share feminist
values like independence, financial autonomy,
sexual self-determination. Ultimately it leaves
the reader to reach her own conclusions.

Lisa Sabbage

WITH WINGS
Edited by Marsha Saxton and
Florence Howe

Virago $18.95

I am not one of those women who counts her-
self fortunate to be disabled, although | have
friends who do.

Being disabled is about turning minuses
into pluses by dint of unending struggle, beat-
ing against practical limitations, societal ne-
glect and my own “omariness” about it all. So
I approached With Wings with some trepida-
tion. Last time | read a somewhat similar book
(With the Power of Each Breath, ed. Susan E
Browne, Debra Connors and Nanci Stem, Cleis
Press, which is described by disabled women
friends as “The Bible”), | had such a physical
reaction that | thought | was heading for the
psychiatric hospital (been there, done that).

This time itwasn’t so bad but it’s still strong
meat. It might be called With Wings, but the
moment by moment accounts of a woman with
asthma’s sleepless night or a mother with ar-
thritis” attempts to cope are decidedly earth-
bound.

“Oh who will unsnarl my body

Into gestures of love?

Who will give my heart room

to fly free in its rickety cage?”

- Vassar Miller

The book is an anthology of poems, stories,
and essays by thirty women writers from North
America all of whom have adisability or physi-
cal difference. There are three sections: Living
in These Bodies, These Minds; Seeking Help
and Love; and Transcendence.

The writing is good. “In the selection proc-
ess we chose those works of highest literary
quality that portrayed the loves of disabled
women accurately, addressed important issues,
challenged stereotypes and presented fresh per-
spectives.” (Preface).

| felt regret that only thirty women’s scripts
(including those of prestigious Adrienne Rich
and Alice Walker) were selected from the 350
offered. For such books are part of conscious-
ness raising for both physically disabled women
and TABs (temporarily able-bodieds). The sort
of needs that Judy Chicago fulfilled forall of us
in her marvellous work The Dinner Party - the
need for role models, self esteem, celebration
of our talents, strengths and creative abilities,
the need for recognition - With Wings begins to
fulfil for disabled women.

Here the medium is literary, and the ap-



proach less uncompromisingly feminist. Nev-
ertheless it raises issues of great concern to
feminists, and succeeds, | think, in its aim of
“encouraging readers to contact their own feel-
ings aboutphysical limitations, appearance and
standards of beauty, about dependence and
vulnerability.” (Preface).

Marilyn Woolford.

PASSIONATE POLITICS
Charlotte Bunchy
St Martin’s Press $21.95

It was over five years ago, during one of
those recurring discussions about reform vs
revolution and working in “the system” vs
working outside it, that someone gave me a
photocopy of Charlotte Bunch’s essay “The
Reform Tool Kit”. From then | was a fan
of Bunch’s ideas and writing. Here was a
feminist thinker/activist who welcomed com-
plexity, wrote of processes rather than one-
way “solutions,” and used language that
carried ideas without drowning me in jargon
| didn’t understand.

| have not been disappointed by work of
hers | have read since. Passionate Politics
is both political and personal in the best
sense of each, and likewise the writing of
a theorist and activist. Analysis that connects
with action, action arising from analysis: for
me this is feminist writing at its best.

In the introduction Bunch gives an
overview of what she calls “the evolution of
my life’s work,” which is useful as a context
for the essays. These are organised chrono-
logically within five divisions: a feminist
overview; movement strategies and organis-
ing; lesbian feminism; media and education;
and global feminism. | would have liked
more information about how she has man-
aged financially over the past 20 years -

EXHIBITIONS
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PHILIPPA BLAIR
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-7 APRIL

JENNY HUNT
NIGEL BROWN

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 11-S

RKS ART

41Victoria StreetW est,
PO Box 5775, Auckland |,
New Zealand. Telephone: 733-183

maybe for American readers it is obvious
which of her activities were income-gener-
ating, but from this distance it is not - as
so many feminists have to “earn a living”
separately from political activities, and she
appears to have integrated the two.

I perceive Bunch’s politics as firmly
based in radical feminism, although she
argues for what she calls “nonaligned femi-
nism” where nonaligned, “Does not mean
neutral; it does not mean uninvolved,
inactive, separated, or disinterested. ... is not
a withdrawal from politics. It simply means
that one is not automatically attached to one
of the dominant lines or factions.... [it]
means simply that actions are taken accord-
ing to an assessment of the particulars
involved from an independent feminist
perspective ...” (p49) Which is what many
of us do, even though it tends to get us
labelled as simplistic or lacking analysis.

The discussion ranges over separatism,
“the Left” and the destructiveness of
polarisation between the “political” and “cul-
tural” camps of feminism. “The issue,”
writes Bunch, “is not whether you work in
the cultural, political, economic or spiritual
arena, but what perspective and analysis you
bring to your work and how you understand
its relationship to other areas.” And further
on she says, “Our assertion of nonaligned
feminism involves keeping the feminist
struggle and perspective at the fore as we
evaluate all questions, coalitions and issues.
It also recognizes the need to expand what
is called “feminist’ so that the term responds
to the realities of all women, across class,
race, sexuality and national boundaries in
order to avoid merely reflecting the interests
and needs of only one group.” That could
just about be a statement of aims for
Broadsheet, as it was, in different form, for
Quest, a journal that Bunch was involved
with founding and publishing.

There are so many ideas and discussions
in Passionate Politics that | can touch on
only a few. Quoting short sections does not
do credit to the development of ideas
contained in each essay, but | hope they
stimulate many women to seek and read the
book.

“The Reform Tool Kit” is included in the
collection, and 12 years after initial publi-
cation (Quest 1977) it remains entirely rele-
vant. As well as discussing the co-option of
“our visions by incorporating radical rhetoric
while distorting the original meaning of the
words and ideas” (doesn’t that remind you
of the Labour government and “consensus”?)
it offers five criteria for evaluating any
reform action, beginning with: ”Does it ma-
terially improve the lives of women and if
so, which women, and how many?” It’s a
powerful tool kit for evaluating priorities.

There are essays on diversity, leadership
and power, coalitions, the history of Quest,
lesbian feminism, separatism, the Right, the
ERA, publsihing, education, “going public”,
global feminism ... each reasoned, provoca-
tive, thought-provoking.

Whether or not one agrees with what Bunch
has to say on any ofthese, they are all live issues
for feminism now. The value of the collection
is not that it presents the definitive feminist
view on anything (Bunch would argue there is
no such thing) but that it articulates feminism as
an ongoing process and gives us concrete ex-
amples, actions, and ideas against which to
measure our own.

Pat Rosier

Virago w
SEXWORK

Writing by Women in the
Sex Industry: Edited by
Frederique Delacoste &
Priscilla Alexander:
A bold new book which succeeds in pre-
senting evidence of women’s resistance
in an area where such resistance was
previously considered impossible or
non-existent. $19.95

WITH WINGS

An Anthology of Literature

by Women with Disabilities:

Edited by Marsha Saxton &

Florence Howe:

Many voices of women on a common
theme - through personal accounts, fic-
tion and poetry, they describe the physi-
cal experience of disabilities, and the
effects of it on their relationships.
$18.95

OUT THE OTHER SIDE

Contemporary Lesbian
Writings: Edited by
Christian McEwan & Sue
O’Sullivan:

A collection of essays, interviews,
speeches and articles, letters and jour-
nal entries. All the contributors identify
as lesbian - and proudly so! - but the
issues covered are by no means exclu-

sive. $19.95

UNOFFICIAL SECRETS

Child Sexual Abuse - The
Cleveland Case:
Beatrix Campbell:

When the Cleveland Council made child
abuse a priority, it lead to the appoint-
ment of specialist consultants and pae-
diatricians trained in radical new ap-
proaches to diagnosis. It was they who
uncovered what few others in Britain
had seen, or wanted to see - throwing
professional services and private lives

into turmoil. $19.95

On sale from all good bookshops:

NZ AGENT: BOOK REPS,
BOX 36105, AUCKLAND.
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EYEBROWZ-UP

espite the drought in Canterbury, agroup
of women called Eyebrowz-Up are mak-
ing a big splash.

The five piece band have had two of their
videos on the “late” programme Friday Nite,
and you may have caught them on Radio With
Pictures a few months ago when part of their
video clip “Fantasy Wave” got a showing.

Danice Dearborn (vocals, guitar, sax and
drum machine) got together with Laura Horton
(bass guitar), in 1987 to play and talk music.
Within three months they werejoined by Megan
Browning (vocals, guitar, percussion) after she
arrived in Christchurch from Wellington. With
the scope of the band enhanced, Eyebrowz-Up
was ready to take its first tentative steps into the
public eye.

At that stage the main objective of the band
was to record a six track demo tape. In January
1988 their tape “You want Inspiration?” was
completed and released on University FM sta-
tions around the country. A song from the tape,
“Rotissary Jaine” went to number one on
Canterbury U.F.M. “The Drinking Song”, with
its streak of self-mockery and cynicism about
alcohol, has been released internationally.

Eyebrowz-Up was then joined by Maree
Sheehan (keyboards, vocals) and Jackie Phil-
lips (vocals, guitar, sax, percussion) who’s
been songwriting since the age of twelve. Find-
ing themselves ready and able to perform as a
live band they hit the circuit in Christchurch
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and have been playing at various bars, clubs
and functions ever since.

I was fortunate enough to catch them over
the summer hols and was impressed with their
versatility as musicians, their songwriting abil-
ity and arrangements of dance covers. Their
range of pop, jazz, blues and reggae certainly
raised a few eyebrows and got the audience up
on its feet. The band is comfortable and spon-
taneous on stage (something that went down
really well with the audience was the invitation
to come up and share ajoke). It would be great

if a fairy godmother could make it possible for
Eyebrowz-Up to do a national tour, they’re
well worth catching up with.

As Megan Browning says, the band has eve-
rything for a record release and video, except
the money!

Lisa Sabbage
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Quee
HIGH

ENERGY

outed as the Queen of High Energy in Eng-
land, Hazell Dean was in Aotearoa over

summer. Broadsheet managed to track her

down.

In England and Europe “High Energy” is
the term used to describe what we loosely call
dance music here. Hazell is unashamed of her
success in this area of music and enjoys her
popularity in nightclubs. She’s not a one-hit-
wonder, she’sbeen around for a long time, and
gs they say in the music business, she’s paid her

ues.

Hazell’s career began at the age of 11 when
the music teacher at her Chalmsford Compre-
hensive School in Essex offered her the chance
to learn the guitar. From that moment on Hazell
said she was single minded in her ambition to
be a musician.

“I committed myself very early to music. |
continued to learn simple songs, practised all
the time, had a school band. ljoined alocaljazz
band at 14 as the guitar player and learnt more
complex chords. It was then that | started sing-
ing, initially standard jazz songs and blues
stuff.

“| left school then, basically because | knew
that | wanted to be involved in the music busi-
ness. | took a ‘proper job’ as they say, and
worked inan office forayear. In that time Itook
piano lessons, began learning the theory of
music, took singing lessons, and continued
doing weekend gigs with the jazz band. At that
time the thought of making records never en-
tered my mind, ljust wanted to sing and earn a
living from it. Really, at that point I still didn’t
know how | was going to get involved in music
as a profession.”

Over the years Hazell continued to work in
bands and concentrated on her singing, branch-
ing out into more popular songs.

“I can adapt to most circumstances, | didn’t
lack confidence. | threw myself into the deep
end and came out lucky. But if | had been a
guitar or piano player going for ajob | would
have found it much harder. I’'m a singer, the
type ofjobs | went for were specifically for fe-
male singers. A friend of mine who plays the
sax has had trouble finding herself work. You
have to learn to cope with the situation of being
a woman in a man’s world, you have to be
ruthless and a bit tough ina subtle sort of a way.
Nine times out of ten, though, | prefer working
with women, they’re more logical in some
ways.”

It wasn’t until 1983 that Hazell had her first
hit record, a dance song called “Searching”. In
England it was the first time a local artist had
success on the high energy chart until then it
had been dominated by American singers like
Gloria Gaynor. Since then she has had two

other big singles in England and is trying to
crack the American singles market. However
she is realistic about her fifteen minutes of
fame.

“The great thing about high energy music
music for me is that it works because | have a
melodic powerful voice. | enjoy the songs, but
I don't want to sing dance songs forever. If |
ever become mega |°d like to think | could sing
and record other styles. |’ve been in this busi-
ness for 20 years, and done cabaret and session
work. I'think I’ve done everything but there are
certain things | don’t want to do like getting
stuck in cabaret in the North of England. | want
to enjoy my music.

“l enjoy my career, but | wouldn’t be pissed
off if I didn’t make it big, there are other things
in life. 1 don’t want to get into the space where
1 have to go out and sing. I’ve tried to be
business-like with the money |’ve earned be-
cause this business is so fickle. My theory
about the music world is that you’ve got to
learn that there is a difference between music
and show business. Image is as important as a
good voice these days and | ’ve had to package
‘Hazell Dean’. I’ve also had to get used to the
fact that some people can’t sing and that it’s a
plastic world. It’s taken me a long time to come
to terms with that, but you either accept it or get
bitter and twisted.”

The biggest segment of the record buying
public are kids, particularly young girls, who
tend to buy George Michael records before
Hazell Dean. But Hazell says that she does pro-
vide a role model for the kids; they often come
up to her after a show and invite her home for
coffee.

Hazell Dean
PHOTO: LAWRENCE LAWRY

For the English mediawho
love scandals and sex sym-
bols, Hazell poses a bit of a
problem. Not being a sex
symbol can sometimes count
against her, with the tabloids
resorting to patronising her
instead.

“The press have called me
the ‘singing secretary’ be-
cause I don’t drink, smoke or
throw TVs out of hotel win-
dows. They never have an
angle on me because | refuse
to talk about my personal life
so they make it up, for in-
stance one paper recently
headlined“Red Hot Hazell is
Nuts about Sex.”

Hazell is suing that par-
ticular newspaper.

Hazell comes across as a
performer with her feet firmly
on the ground, aware of her
abilities and her limitations.
She’s co-produced one of the
tracks on her latest alboum Al-
ways and it’s something she’d
like to try again. When it
comes to being a successful
woman in a male business,
Hazell doesn’t have much
trouble, and when she does
there is one easy solution:

“My manager (a woman)
knows how to deal with men.”
Lisa Sabbage

GAY/LESBIAN
T\ v i fcim
FESTIV AL

A celebration of our
genius and power

OPENS MONDAY EVENING MARCH 20TH
THRU TO THE 31ST

WORDS & PICTURES GALLERY

187 Ponsonby Rd Ponsonby “Works On Paper”
GALLERY PACIFIC

Endeans Building Tyler St City

“ Works On Canvas “

NEW VISION CERAMICS

Great Northern Arcade 45 Queen St

“Pottery Sculpture”

STAGE 5

5 College Hill “ Fabric Art, Jewellery, Wearable
Art, Installations” plus a variety show - live
music - wine & snacks mon 20th 8.30pm

REAL PICTURES

300 Richmond Rd Ponsonby (Over Easter)
“Photography”

PROBA GALLERY

124 Ponsonby Rd Ponsonby “Film & Video”

ALL ENTRIES
BY GAY/LESBIAIM ARTISTS
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the futon shop

« PONSONBY -
« Fabulous 6" 100% natural
cotton Futons
* Mahogany bedroll bases
* Yoga /exercise mats
+ Bed Settees
OPEN 6 DAYS
LATE NIGHT FRIDAY

330 PONSONBY RD., AUCKLAND 1

school of fine
vegetarian cuisine

We are now accepting
enrollments for the
INTRODUCTORY SEMI
PROFESSIONAL course.

Covers:

Nouvelle, Japanese, Asian, Middle-
Eastern and Mediteranean Cuisines
Pastry Dishes

Pates and Bread Making

Pasta, Gnocchi and Polenta
Introduction to Macrobiotics

Basic Nutrition

Cold Larder skillsand presentation
Cooking for allergy sufferers

Desserts with and without sugar, dairy
and wheat

Menu Design

A Id Carte Training (by request)

15 weeks, over 5 months
starting April 15th
Saturdays 10:00am-4:00pm
Cost $450 (includes ingredients)

PH BARBARA 766 374

Reki Healing & massage for your well
being of body mind & spirit ph Willa
Birch (09) 872 395

Private Sale 2Br town house Halfmoon
Bay immaculate condition lock up
garage suitable for career woman or
business couple $129,000 neg

ph (09)5349181

Holistic Aromatherapy
healing with * Massage

* Acupressure * Essential Oils
- interrelating mind/body/
spirit. Phone Clare Anthony
DHA 788 382.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP.
Coming out groups - meetings weekly
Phone(09) 888 325 P O Box 47090
Ponsonby Auckland.

WOMEN'S PLACE
BOOKSHOP

WOMEN’S BOOKS - MUSIC - ART

58 COURTENAY PLACE,
WELLINGTON
PO Box 6165 Te Aro

* WOMEN'S FICTION

» LESBIAN BOOKS

* NON-SEXIST BOOKS
FOR CHILDREN

« AND MORE

PHONE (04) 851802
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME

Original & exciting
womens music

Write for a catalogue to:
Emmatruck Music
P.O. Box 53
Oneroa Waiheke Is.
Ph (09)72-7836

CANOPYS

NWajl
Beautiful, romantic mosquito nets! No more
sleepless nights or itchy bites. Sizes to fit all
beds. 100% Cotton - fully washable. Round
or square frames.

CANOPYS, Box 250. Auckland
or Phone Kate (09)760-856.

Smart P.A. System for hire. Latest
equipment. Owned and operated

by a woman with 5 years experience,
sound engineering and sound mixing
with live bands. Reasonable rates.
Phone: 377 168.

Waiheke Island: Perm, or temp swap -
2/3 brm house, native bush, private. For
house, Auckland - any size and
condition. Ph:726 316.

Pulsing Therapy. Therapeutic
Massage. Weds in Vulcan Health
Centre, Vulcan Lane, Auck.

Ph: Linda Gifford, 788-922 a/hrs
or 773-252 (Wed).

House & Garden Management.
(Housecleaning, gardening) Reasonable
Hourly Rates. Further enquiries,

Pip Dawson, Ph: 371-077.

COUNSELLING Short term therapy
for individuals and couples phone
Fran Ginivan (09)861 120

IDIMENSIONS

Women’s Bookshop Ltd
N.Z.l. Arcade

Garden Place,

P.O. Box 6140

Hamilton

Mon - Thurs 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm
Ph 80-656

ORIGINAL WOMEN’S WORK
JEWELLERY - STERLING SILVER,
- GEMSTONES, CERAMICS.
* KETE BAGS
POSTERS, CARDS, PRINTS,
WRAPPING PAPER.

SPECIALISING IN SCREEN PRINTED

* T-SHIRTS, TIGHTS, SHIRTS, KIDS CLOTHING.

HOURS:
MON-FRI 10-5.30PM SAT 9-1PM

413 RICHMOND ROAD,
WESTLYNN.

FUTON . Yfl.SM

4" Queen Futon $330
6" Queen Futon $370
Cotton/Wool Blend Futon $520
Queen Bed Roll Base $330
Queen Rimu Settee Base $485
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE

Makers of Quality Futons
we stock a wide range of bases

1S2 NEW NORTH RQfiO, MT ALBERT

TEL MS 6SR OPEN MON- SAT

WOMANLINE A confidential,
Non-judgemental Listening & Informa-
tion phoneline. Run by Women for
Women. Phone (09) 765 173 Hours
Mon- Thurs 9am-12pm & 6pm-9pm

BIRTHMOTHERS SUPPORT

GROUP A support group for women
siho have lost children through adoption.
“By Birthmothers for Birthmothers”

Ph 366-0752 Day or Night tor
information and support..

AUCKLAND WOMENS HEALTH
COLLECTIVE ph (09) 764 506

We offer, information & referrals,
Hot & Cold Doctors, Dentists, Lawyers,
Counsellors files, accommodation
notice board, menstrual sponges.

We have a feminist library and
alternative approaches to health.

Also Maori and Pacific Island
Womens Health Component.

63 Ponsonby Rd. Auckland

ph (09) 766 838

Kate
Sheppard

X)omeris
Bookshop

FEMINISM « LIFE STAGES « HEALTH
SPIRITUALITY « FICTION « MUSIC
POSTERS « CARDS + JEWELLERY «ETC

HOURS 9 am - 5.30 pm
FRIDAY to 9 pm

145 MANCHESTER ST CHRISTCHURCH
PHONE 790-784

SHOP

1 - SELLING -

BOOKS m MUSIC
ARTS m JEWELLERY
HAND PAINTED CLOTHES

'S p

MAIL ORDERS WELCOME
P.0.BOX 509 PALMERSTON NORTH

SUPERANNUATION FOR

WOMEN

What are you doing regarding
your superannuation? Start
saving now before it’stoo late!

TELEPHONE
Sue Amor

Financial Planning
Consultant

(09)771 615 or
413 9092 Home Tel

Integrated Resources
Consultants Ltd Representing The
National Mutual Group

Woman looking for investment
partners in setting up co-operative
worktrust and rest farm near Leigh.
Already has land with buildings
available for use. For further
information write to Audrey Sharp, P.O.
Box 138, Matakana or Phone Auckland
767-036, evenings.

FEMINIST THEOLOGY SEMINAR
- Ten sessions focusing on women’s
religious history and contemporary
feminist issues offered by Auckland
Unitarian Church beginning after
Easter. For more information contact
Ema (0942) 47078 or Linda 415-9763.

LESBIAN LINE

Thurs 7.30pm-10pm ph(09)33584.
Telephone counselling & support
service run by leshian women for
women. In association with Auckland
Gay/Leshian Welfare Group

Classified ads get results! Excellent rates and discounts. Phone 608-535
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We share this country of diverse heritage
We live in this land of many cultures
We enjoy the language of two voices, Maori and English
We are New Zealand

KO TE REO TE TAIKURA O TE WHAKAAO MARAMA

For further information contact the Maori Language Commission
P.O. Box 411 Wellington. Telephone (04) 710 244

Te Taura Whiri i te Reo Maori

MAORI LANGUAGE COMMISSION



