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Jumble sale / o
Clear out yo u r attics, basements and garages, Friends of 
Broadsheet in A uckland are organising a m onster jumble 
sale. B ooks, records, furniture, plants, too ls, clothes, 
the kitchen sink, we'll take (almost) anything.

Phone Cathy on 687-804 (any time) or Juliet 444-4529 
(evenings) to arrange for collection.

O

TYvencome along to Ponsonby Community 
Centre, P onsonby Tee, Auckland, 10 -  3.00
on Saturday 11 November to find out what 

fem inists throw out and get some great bargain 
Be there or despair.

O

Alice Walker
THE TEMPLE OF MY FAMILIAR
Alice Walker’s long-awaited first 
novel since The Colour Purple.
A romance of the last 500,000 
years’
Hardcover $39.95

The Women Artists Diary 1990
From The Women’s Press, a handy 
spiral-bound diary featuring the work of 
over 40 women artists.

$26. .95

RANDOM HOUSE NEW ZEALAND
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Thank you to the Print Centre for 
the use of their camera

In June 1988 Deborah Cox and I con 
ducted a survey on violence against 
women in the form of a question
naire, to get some up-to-date facts for a 

self defence book I was writing. This 
questionnaire was included as a flyer in 
Broadsheet. In my naivete, I thought it 
would involve maybe a couple of 
months’ work, no problem.

I t ’s now October 1989, and the 
Mental Health Foundation are to publish 
the report on this research. The longest 
“couple of months” ever.

Just to set the ball rolling we got a 
massive 741 responses, about four times 
as many as I expected. Of these we were 
able to use 705. I ’d like to say thank you 
to the women who filled out question
naires -  many of you said how difficult 
and painful it was. Your efforts were 
important and appreciated.

First, a tribute to the sheer survival 
instincts of many of you. Despite having 
lived a true life horror movie, you still 
function -  as people, workers, mothers, 
lovers and so on. Violence that many of 
us would find hard to believe have not 
succeeded in crushing your spirit. Many 
told your story with a warmth, humour 
and wisdom that belied your experience.

The second thing that made an 
impression was the way we down play 
what happens to us. A quarter of the 
women who described their experience 
as “verbal abuse” ended up in hospital! 
One woman stated she hadn’t resisted, 
yet jumped out a second story window 
to escape an attacker. She told the doctor 
she was practising in case of fire. Of 
course, he accepted the story! There 
were women who recounted lives, 
indeed generations, of endless violence. 
One who had lived for 52 years with 
continual violence said, “Not so many 
attacks these days, life is getting better.” 

Many of the results were predictable. 
Eighty-six percent of the attackers were 
known to the victim  -  partners, 
boyfriends, brothers and fathers figured 
highly. Domestic violence was the most 
common form. Incest had by far the 
biggest impact and repercussions. Most 
attacks happened in the home of the vic
tim or attacker, more during the day than 
at night. Ninety-six percent of attackers 
were male. A much greater number of 
women experiencing domestic violence 
were injured than in any other type of

R S P E C T I V E

violence. The most common effects of 
violence were loss of self-respect and 
confidence, reduced trust in relation
ships and hostility towards men.

Still women blamed themselves, felt 
guilty and responsible for the violence 
of men. And of course it clouded their 
perception of their rights, limiting their 
defences and leaving them with heavy 
burdens of secrecy and shame.

The success stories were heartening. 
Attackers fled, begged for mercy, cried, 
ended up in hospital. We can do it -  
defend ourselves, keep ourselves safe, 
retain our dignity and self-respect -  but 
not without freeing ourselves from the 
crippling effects of the conditioning 
society imposes on us.

In contrast to the common stereotype 
of rape as being committed at night, by a 
stranger, in the street, and probably by a 
black man, 80% of rapes were commit
ted by someone the woman knew, the 
majority in the woman’s or the attacker’s 
home. Rape was, however, three times 
more likely to happen at night than dur
ing the day. European women were 
mostly raped by European men. Maori 
women were three times more likely to 
be attacked by a European man than 
were European women to be attacked by 
a Maori man.

The good news is women are talking 
more about their experiences, to friends, 
family and counsellors. From talking 
comes healing, education, awareness, 
power and change. More women are 
reporting violence to the police, dis
pelling some of the old myths and giving 
a more realistic picture. When we resist 
an attack we are more often successful 
than unsuccessful, it’s definitely worth 
trying.

It’s impossible to do justice to the tes
timonies of the women while respecting 
their anonymity. We can, however, con
tinue to demand recognition of our 
rights and freedom, pointing out that the 
responsibilty for violence belongs with 
the perpetrator, not the victim.

The full report is available from the 
Mental Health Foundation, P O Box 
37-438, Parnell, Auckland.

There are no excuses for domestic 
violence, incest, sexual abuse and rape -  
none!
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LETTERS
TECHNO ACTION
Dear Broadsheet, 
Congratulations for printing the 
excellent article titled “Techno
logical Frankensteins” and in 
particular the article referring to 
VDUs (visual display units) in 
June’s edition.

I photocopied this article for 
several work places with which I 
am involved, where women use 
VDUs up to and beyond 20 
hours per week.

The result of this action has 
been that these organisations 
have now agreed to purchase 
protective VDU screens for their 
workers.

Thanks to your article we 
have now taken positive steps to 
ensure many women across the 
Tasman are protected as much as 
is possible from the harmful 
Very High Frequency and Very 
Low Frequency radiation emis
sions and other side effects, 
caused by prolonged use in close 
proximity to VDUs.

The organisations here in 
Melbourne who have acted with 
regard to their workers include: 
Women’s Refuge Referral 
Service; Casa House (Centre 
against Sexual Abuse); Moomba 
(Australia’s largest outdoor festi
val); Australian Cancer Patients 
Foundation; (in process) The 
Social Work Department of the 
Royal Women’s Hospital.

I have also given copies of 
the article to several personal 
friends who have now purchased 
the protective screens, an impor
tant preventative step in ensuring 
their own and their future chil
dren’s well being.

Thank you sincerely on 
behalf of many of your sisters 
across the Tasman.

DENISE McENTEER

Melbourne

MISTAKEN IDENTITY
Dear Broadsheet,
The September issue of Broad
sheet carried an article about 
peace issues and the work of the 
NZ Foundation for Peace 
Studies.

Just to set the record straight, 
we do not claim any involvement 
with the establishment of the

very successful student media
tion scheme at Hagley High 
School. The credit for this goes 
to a few dedicated staff members 
at the school. What we have 
done however, since learning 
about the scheme, is to provide 
other teachers with information 
about it, engendering the sort of 
enthusiasm that is likely to see 
similar schemes set up in a good 
number of schools.

We look forward to the day 
when every school in the country 
takes it for granted that students 
are trained to act as mediators 
resolving the conflicts that are 
endemic in schools.

MARION HANCOCK

Co-ordinator of NZ Foun
dation for Peace Studies
Auckland

POLITICS AND POLARITIES - 
A BISEXUAL VIEW
Dear Broadsheet,
In the July-August article “The 
Word is Out -  B isexuality”, 
Broadsheet welcomes input from 
readers. I identify as bisexual 
and I take up the challenge. My 
reasons for accepting and declar
ing my sexuality are, like those 
of lesbians, political. They are 
also integral to my feminism.

I use the polarisation between 
lesbian and heterosexual femi
nists as part of the great fallacy 
which brings us good and evil, 
black and white, male and 
female (gender, not sex), us and 
them, and right and wrong. This 
laziness and immaturity of the 
brain makes us force the subtle 
gradations of reality into mutual
ly exclusive and conceptually 
opposite boxes in order to com
prehend them.

It is not an exclusively male 
fallacy but these are obvious 
advantages to oppressors in see
ing the world this way. You can 
attach a pejorative label to one 
pole and force the oppressed into 
that category. You can narrow 
everyone’s choices to two, 
(marry or be single, pass or fail, 
sleep with men or sleep with 
women), and control people by 
approving of one and not the 
other. You can enhance that con
trol by brainwashing them into

approving or disapproving their 
own choices in the same way.

Lesbians, by openly choosing 
the “ev il” box, and proudly 
affirming their right to do so, are 
issuing a powerful challenge to 
the patriarchy and its institution 
of heterosexuality (a particularly 
pernicious “good” box).

However I believe you can 
issue a yet more profound chal
lenge to these dangerous polari
ties, which bring us racism and 
classism as well as sexism. You 
can say, “I won’t go into any of 
your square, hard-edged boxes. 
Reality is not black and white, 
with sharp edges. Reality is a 
rainbow, with bands of glorious 
colour merging into each other”.

When you do this, the reac
tion shows it is a profoundly dis
turbing thing to do, and it may 
disturb even your allies. Some of 
my fellow feminists, who join 
me in rejecting both male and 
female gender roles because they 
are so oppressive and confining, 
will not join me in rejecting both 
heterosexual and lesbian roles 
which I do for the same reason.

Certainly lesbians have re
defined their role to make it less 
confining, and they are using it 
politically to challenge and 
expose what is wrong with the 
opposite role. I sympathise and 
agree with their doing this. But 
so far as any lesbian punishes me 
for rejecting the bipolar view 
and finding a third way, they are 
taking up the thinking and meth

ods of an oppressor.
Yes, I have been cut dead by 

some lesbians, and yes, it does 
hurt. It hurts because I know we 
are both struggling against the 
same twin oppressions of sexism 
and heterosexism . I am not 
drawn to be close to people who 
accept these oppressions, and 
they can’t hurt me by cutting me. 
But my allies can, and do.

My “third way” is not just 
another, compromise box, some
where in the middle. In my mind 
it encompasses all varieties of 
sexual/sensual/loving bonding 
with another person and does not 
prohibit any of them. I was 
brought up Presbyterian, and had 
a gutsful of “thou shalts” and 
“thou shalt nots” . They stunt 
human life.

However, when choosing 
who to open myself to making a 
love bond with, I reject outright 
both men and women who assent 
to the patriarchy. A man cannot 
reject his male privilege, because 
it is conferred on him by others, 
through institutions which he 
cannot change by himself. But 
he can refuse to seek or embrace 
his privilege or to exercise any 
of it in the domestic sphere, and 
he can raise the consciousness of 
other males. He can opt to be 
part of the solution rather than 
part of the problem as far as it 
lies in his power.

I am at present living in a 
committed relationship with a 
man who meets this description.
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DEADLINES
For the Dec/Jan issue, 1 
November, for February 
1990, 29 November.

FAREWELLS AND 
WELCOMES
We say a sad goodbye to 
Sharon Alston who has been 
the art director of Broadsheet 
for the past four years. 
Sharon re-designed the mag
azine in 1987, guiding it into 
its new-look, glossy format. 
Her work has had a huge 
impact on the way the maga
zine is perceived and read 
out there in the world. 
Thanks, Sharon for all your 
dedication, especially during 
the late nights and early 
mornings during deadlines. 
Wishing you well in your 
new career, and may it be 
stress-free.
Welcome to Helen Courtney 
-  whose cartoons will 
already be familiar to many 
of our readers. Helen will be 
Broadsheet's new art direc
tor. We also welcome aboard 
Lewis W illiams, recently 
returned from her overseas 
experience.

APPEALING
If you have been thinking 
about making a donation to 
Broadsheet -  large or small -  
please do it as soon as you 
can. Your support really 
means a lot to our future.

WANTED ASAP ☆
Capable woman to handle 
Broadsheet’s finances. 3 days 
per week. Phone Athina 
(09) 608 535 (wk) or (09) 
766 293 (hm).

We have struck a bargain which 
does not diminish either of us, 
and in the nature of relationships 
we keep renegotiating so that 
each keeps our space and digni
ty

This relationship is intended 
to be for life, but I will not call 
my self heterosexual because I 
have deeply loved a woman. At 
the time when I met my mate I 
was equally open to bonding 
with a woman. If anything hap
pened to him I would be again 
(after a while). He knows this 
and is not threatened by it. I do 
not believe I am cohabiting with 
“the enemy’’ because it is the 
institution of the patriarchy 
which is the enemy and not indi
vidual men.

I share some of the benefits 
of his easier path through soci
ety. I am not constantly being 
sexually harassed as I was when 
a solo parent. These are acciden
tal bonuses of the relationship 
and if we were able to reject 
them it would not ease women’s 
oppression one whit. Instead I 
put as much energy as I can into 
women’s political struggle and I 
do not for one moment forget the 
greater oppression I suffered as a 
solo parent.

I ’m sure my views will be 
roundly criticised. I also hope 
none of my sisters will vent her 
anger on me as a person. I would 
also love to hear from other 
women who, like me, see 
women’s strength as their ability 
to experience life as a whole, 
vibrating rainbow spectrum, 
rejecting the compulsory choice 
of options placed in little black 
and white boxes.

KAREN PETERSON
BUTTERWORTH

Otaki

NAVIGATING
Dear Broadsheet,
I refer to Athina Tsoulis’ review 
of “The Navigator”, which I’ve 
just seen, and to an unease with 
characteristics of her Broadsheet 
writing, characteristics which, to 
date, had not been quite so easy 
to pinpoint.

The review stated: ‘The film 
is flawed. Visually it is not par
ticularly stunning, the storyline 
is not gripping or plausible”.

In fact, visually, that film was 
a stunner. There’s no getting 
away from that, Athina... “led 
by an adolescent boy” ... “ to 
erect their spike”... “the biggest 
church”... where is the honesty 
of representation?

The sourness that permeated 
this review, and which permeates 
Broadsheet articles by the writer, 
is no substitute for the stunning, 
plausible, gripping, feminist 
analysis that Broadsheet readers 
so much appreciate when we get 
it. Ritual side-references to beer
drinking Kiwi jokers, to the 
homophobic preferences of 
international critics, were no 
substitute, I think, for that. To 
recommend “a script more root
ed in the film -m aker’s own 
experience” was a) denial of a 
talent -  to hell, I say, with tall 
poppy slashing, whatever the 
gender; b) denial of a genre of 
film and; c) along with the rest 
of the review, abuse of the crit
ic’s power.

Loyal we Broadsheet readers 
may be, captive we are not.

NICKY NEGRESCU
Nelson
[Athina replies: Nicky’s letter 

is a good illustration of the fact 
that each person reads a film dif
ferently. By their very nature 
film reviews are impressionsistic 
and not in-depth critiques. When 
I write reviews I try to present 
my views at the point in time 
honestly and from a feminist 
perspective. As I ’m aware that 
people’s impression of The 
Navigator ranged from “infan
tile” to “magnificent”, I urged 
readers to see the film and judge 
for themselves. I do not regard 
Vincent Ward as a Sacred Cow. I 
welcome different opinions. 
However I do object to the 
implication that I have a person
ality disorder or that my feminist 
analysis is of a lowly kind. Can’t 
we just accept that there are a 
variety of viewpoints. And I ’m 
afraid that gender is important 
when we are discussing “tall 
poppies”. The reason I reviewed 
The Navigator and Melanie 
Read’s film Send a Gorilla at the 
same time was to illustrate this 
point. Both films have their mer
its, both have their flaws. 
However, Ward’s film was given 
superstar treatment, while Read’s 
film was either criticised or 
ignored. It would be an “abuse 
of the critic’s power” to go along 
with the crowd and laud a film, 
which I believe, is mediocre -  
and that’s putting it kindly. ]

SPELING MISTACHES
Dear Broadsheet,
Thank you for the review of A 
Woman’s Life in the September 
issue, and congratulations on the 
whole Book Festival spread.

However, you allowed our book’s 
review to go to print with the title 
mis-spelt throughout, including 
the heading, as A Women’s Life, 
which makes no sense.

Getting titles correct does 
matter, for the record; getting 
women’s names correct is even 
more important, especially when 
they may not yet be well known. 
The outstanding Maori woman 
writer is Roma Potiki, not Rona; 
our sister anthologist is Trudie, 
not Trudi or Trudy, McNaugh- 
ton. As for the Wilderness 
Women, they are Maud Morland, 
not Mord-land; Louie Roberts, 
not Lonie; Lucy Moore, not 
Shore; Margaret Bradshaw, not 
Brackshaw; Margaret Clark, not 
Clarke; and Alison Mary, not 
Marcy.

ANNE ELSE AND HEATHER
ROBERTS

Wellington
[Our apologies to all those 

concerned for any embarrass
ment our lapse in proofreading 
caused.]

WOMEN’S WIRELESS
Dear Broadsheet,
I have begun a women’s radio 
show on Christchurch’s commu
nity access radio station; Plains 
FM. The show is called 
Women’s Wireless and is a 
mixed bag of women’s news, 
views, music, interview and 
comment, it runs on Saturday 
mornings; 10.30-12.00.

The show began as a 
women’s music show but I saw a 
need for a women’s radio show 
to encompass more of the issues 
that are relevant to women and 
to use the powerful voice of 
radio to broadcast an information 
package that appealed to all.

We were lucky to track down 
WINGS (Women’s International 
News Gathering Service), which 
is a news package of events from 
around the world and we play 
bulletins on the show.

Gradually more women are 
becoming involved and there is a 
lot of support from women’s 
community groups, which for 
me was a priority as I feel the 
show is a great medium for let
ting women know of the services 
available to them.

The show has just recently 
received $1000 from the 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs to 
help pay for airtime and equip
ment. Getting sponsorship is an 
ongoing headache, as you can 
imagine.

The show can also be used to
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teach women basic radio skills, 
as I am trained in radio broad
casting and radio journalism... 
the show can be used by women 
in many ways.

I thought you may be inter
ested to know what is going on 
down here in little, yet busy, 
Christchurch. You might find a 
gap in the magazine to mention 
the show... it’s going to be excit
ing to watch it grow.

SARAH KINNIBURGH

Producer
Christchurch

GOOD GRIEF
Dear Broadsheet,
Your article [“Good G rief”, 
October Broadsheet] has made 
me extremely angry, emotionally 
devastated, and I feel ripped off. 
And, it has left me wondering 
whether Broadsheet writers have 
any ethics.

When I agreed, in good faith, 
to my experiences being used as 
part of an article on ways of car
ing for a terminally ill womon, I 
also requested to see the article 
before it was published, and this 
was not done. I feel I have been 
dealt to by the male media and 
subjected to men’s rules.

In your introductory para
graphs, you outline how you are 
wanting to provide different 
models for coping with death, 
and then proceed to write an arti
cle which does not show this. 
You make me the only womon 
involved, by omitting to talk 
with the whole care group. You 
negate the other womyn in the 
care group by failing to recount 
their experiences, and you fun
damentally destroy a wonderful, 
sad, funny, serious, marvellous 
and joyous way of living!! This 
is what men do to womyn’s 
experiences all the time.

You have fundamentally mis
quoted me to cater for your own 
agenda. Column one, p 14, para
graph six. This paragraph can be 
read to imply that the medic did 
not contact Ruth. This is not 
so... Ruth found it very difficult 
to initiate any modification of 
her own medication if it was not 
stable. All the personnel at the 
Hospice were wonderful. I was 
always included in any discus
sions regarding Ruth’s treatment, 
and in this, we were always spo
ken with together. I was recog
nised as Ruth’s partner in all 
ways. I will not be party to 
slighting any Hospice personnel, 
or oncology nurses. There 
womyn showed wonderful

sensitivity, which is more than I 
can say for Lisa Sabbage.

Similarly you do the same 
denial of hospice nurses’ sensi
tivity in recounting how “this 
nurse came in and insisted I keep 
talking to her”, page 15, column 
three, paragraph three. This 
implies that I was cursorily 
ordered to keep talking to Ruth, 
which is not so. The nurse spoke 
in a calm, reassuring way and I 
valued what she said, and found 
it useful.

I had hoped this article would 
provide other womyn with some 
sort of model of possible ways of 
living with a terminally ill 
womon. However, all I feel has 
happened is I have been the 
unwitting party to telling one 
sixth of a story; annihilating the 
wonderful contributions of so 
many caring womyn, and open
ing up myself and Ruth to being 
done over.

I want this letter to be pub
lished un-edited.

JUDE RANKIN

Poneke

Dear Broadsheet,
My name is Lauren Lethal 

and I was a member of the care 
group involved with Ruth 
Charters.

Your article re: Good Grief -  
has made me feel negated. It 
does not recognise the one year 
or more that the group met, nor 
does it recognise the very real 
issues discussed with the group 
and between Ruth and individual 
womin of the group.

The article buys right back 
into the patriarchal, heterosexual 
mode of dying. All of us in the 
care group were trying to make 
Ruth’s death a celebration of 
Lesbianism and all things 
Lesbian, and to develop Lesbian 
ways of living with a woman 
who has terminal cancer. If Lisa 
Sabbage had talked with all 
womin in the care group she 
would have been able to produce 
a far more accurate reflection of 
the wonderful Lesbian ways of 
celebrating Lesbian lives.

Ruth was always present at 
care group meetings because we 
were all involved in her living 
and her dying.

Very real issues were dis
cussed in these meetings. Ruth 
wanted to know “Who is going 
to lay me out?”, “What are the 
particular clothes I want to be 
buried in?”, “Is there a woman 
embalmer available to embalm 
me?” These are very real issues,

and not to be dismissed by a cute 
sentence like “The group met 
every week to discuss time and 
how everyone was feeling”.

How was I to know what it 
would feel like laying out a 
friend -  when I was doing it I 
expected Ruth to sit up and say 
“What the hell are you doing?” 
The Hospice staff were incredi
bly supportive and guided us 
through this process. At all times 
the Hospice staff were sensitive, 
discrete and caring. I have 
always been “anti-medical” -  
however the nursing staff at the 
Hospice are to be admired for 
the way they treated us.

Each woman in the care 
group was chosen by Ruth for 
her particular abilities -  Ruth 
chose me because I ’m a great 
Gossip -  both in the living pro
cess and in the dying process -  
for my skills to enable Ruth to 
develop her own artistic skills, 
and because Ruth said “You 
always tell the truth”. Our art 
sessions together were a time I 
shall always remember. Initially 
Ruth’s art was “constipated” and 
small -  towards the end -  her 
pictures were big, expansive, and 
colourful. I have kept all this art, 
feeling that one day it will find a 
home.

For me I felt Ruth accepted 
her own death when she asked to 
see her coffin. The coffin had 
been made for some months and 
I remember telling her it was fin
ished. Ruth avoided the subject 
at this stage. Then, some months 
later she rang me and said “I ’d 
like to see my coffin” . This 
made me feel really nervous as 
in the past Ruth had always 
talked about “IF I die”. I had 
challenged her using “IF” and 
said “don’t you mean WHEN”. 
This stopped the colluding bull
shit and made things more hon
est between us.

When Ruth actually saw her 
coffin, she said “Yes, that looks 
like a really good home for me 
to be in”. The coffin had a purple 
braided Labrys on the top and 
the inside was lined with purple 
tie dyed silk -  the mattress was 
made with fragrant dried herbs 
and flowers from “Earthspirit”. I 
wanted Ruth’s coffin to be as 
Lesbian as possible. It did cause 
quite a “stir” at the funeral home 
and I often chuckle about that, 
knowing Ruth would have 
enjoyed the sensation it caused. 
The funeral home tried to block 
the coffin because it didn’t meet 
with legal requirements. This

was, in fact, not true, because I 
had anticipated hassles and had 
deliberately consulted with a 
woman undertaker and worked 
on the technicalities to the letter, 
eg “must have a plastic lining if 
body is to be embalmed and be 
in ‘state’”. I put three plastic lin
ings.

My last task for Ruth was to 
design her headstone, and see 
that it went into place. Ruth’s 
headstone is marble in a sea of 
black granite. (Once again, the 
“hassles” emerged -  apparently, 
at present, City Councils are try
ing to bring into being a by-law 
that says ALL headstones in 
lawn cemeteries shall be the 
same!!!) To my joy on the day of 
the unveiling Powhiri Rika-Heke 
said “Ah, great to see a head
stone that is not black granite -  
most of the black granite is from 
South Africa!”

Anyway, in the cemetery, is 
Ruth’s headstone, on it a Labrys 
and Lesbian symbols -  and to 
my knowledge it is the ONLY up 
front, openly Lesbian headstone 
I have ever seen.

This was indeed a Lesbian 
death.

LAUREN LETHAL

Wellington
[First to Jude, I offer my sin

cere apologies with regard to the 
publication of the article without 
her reading it. I misunderstood 
the fact that she had checked the 
written questions and answers 
from which I worked, as mean
ing she was happy to see the 
content published. I regret not 
checking this with her and feel 
that all other criticisms stem 
from this error on my part. 
Secondly, I ask all the women 
involved with Ruth to also 
accept my apologies. My inten
tion was not to exclude or negate 
anyone, and certainly not to 
make Ruth’s lesbianism invisi
ble. I am upset that this is how 
the article could be read. I’d like 
to stress that I believe the article 
does raise issues around living 
with death and illness which are 
important to pursue and discuss, 
and thanks to both Jude and 
Lauren for their letters. I hope 
my mistake doesn’t detract from 
the need to develop these ideas -  
Lisa Sabbage]

HOME SWEET HOME
Dear Broadsheet,
We really enjoyed the article on 
housing [Broadsheet, October 
1989] -  thanks Susan Grimsdell

continued on page 16
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Women on the ice
Arani Cuthbert of the Antarctic 

Campaign talked with some 
women who have been in the 

Antarctic.
Antarctica -  a vast and mysterious continent 
of exquisite beauty and teeming wildlife. 
Seventy percent of the world’s fresh water is 
held in reserve while in the surrounding 
oceans the last of the blue whales roam. 
And now the heads of the Antarctic Treaty 
nations eye the untapped wealth of its ice- 
locked minerals with greed. The planet’s 
last remaining wilderness could be opened 
up for mining if the Minerals Convention is 
ratified, as the New Zealand government 
intends it to be.

At a time when the future of Antarctica 
is at a crossroads, Greenpeace has intensi
fied its watchdog role south of the Antarctic 
Convergence.

Dr Maj de Porter, expedition co-ordina
tor, and Vicki Getz, who has just completed 
a nationwide grassroots campaign tour of 
New Zealand, recently left for Antarctica on 
board the “Gondwana”, which will spend 
three months inspecting scientific bases on 
the Antarctic peninsular to monitor their 
environmental impact. It will also visit the 
site of the Bahia Paraiso, a resupply and 
tourist ship which ran aground earlier this 
year, spilling oil. The remaining 270,000 
litres of fuel on board is a timebomb. 
Another focus of the trip is the issue of over 
fishing -  some finfish species have been

depleted to two to five percent of their origi
nal numbers and now krill (a small shrimp), 
the critical food source for the entire 
Antarctic ecosystem, is threatened by 
increasing harvests.

Maj, Belgian-born but now living in New 
Zealand, has been involved in previous 
Greenpeace expeditions both as a scientist 
and as a campaigner, while Vicki spent three 
seasons working for the “other side” as co
ordinator of summer supplies at the US 
McMurdo base, until she was fired last year 
for fraternising with Greenpeace. She was 
told only that her contract had suddenly ter
minated, but on obtaining her personal file 
found it was clear why the National Science 
Foundation had given the order. She has 
since brought a lawsuit against the National 
Science Foundation on the grounds that it 
broke her constitutional right to “freedom of 
association and assembly”. Vicki is a “stirrer 
from way back... and now I have the oppor
tunity to stir professionally!”

Vicki knows the disregard that McMurdo 
personnel have for the environment. She 
witnessed the superficial attempts to clean 
up the area and the effort senior staff made 
to prevent people from co-operating with 
and giving information to Greenpeace.

“Only in this last year have retrogradive 
metals and toxic wastes been sent back to 
the US -  before that no-one knew what to do 
with hazardous waste. It was all dumped 
together in drums. For any port to accept 
hazardous waste it must be identified -  
so these toxic barrels still lie down there

somewhere.”
Thirty years of scientific activity gener

ates a lot of waste -  and evidence of its 
careless disposal can be found in the sedi
ments of McMurdo sound. A waste quality 
study in the 1970s found the concentrations 
of PCBs and heavy metals to be as high as 
those found in the most polluted waterways 
of North America. The US stations are not 
the only culprits. Last year Greenpeace 
inspected 20 bases of 11 different nations 
and found gross breaches of the Treaty’s 
Code of Conduct on waste disposal: open 
air dumps the size of football fields prolifer
ate, piles of discarded machinery, tyres, bat
teries, even mattresses litter the foreshore, 
raw sewage and chemicals are flushed 
directly into the sea, and the regular inciner
ation of garbage, including plastics, has 
shifted the impact to the atmosphere.

Maj: “We have been told that several 
bases have cleaned up existing dump sites 
and improved their attitude since our last 
visit but we cannot take anyone’s word for 
this”.

A glance at the past record is appalling. 
In 1977 a convention was signed to regulate 
fishing. It’s supposed to ensure the “stable 
recruitment of all harvested species and 
calls for “an approach to management which 
understands the entire ecosystem”. The 
nations responsible for overfishing -  the 
USSR, Poland and East Germany -  have 
blocked efforts to carry out a comprehensive 
monitoring programme which is crucial to 
understanding the Southern Ocean ecosys-

6 BROADSHEET NOV 1989



tem. In 1986, when a decision was made to 
limit the catch of a finfish species threat
ened with near extinction, the USSR “hon
oured” this by upping its catch six times.

The agreed measures for the protection 
of Antarctica’s fauna and flora prohibit the 
killing, wounding, or capturing of any 
native bird or mammal (excluding whales) 
and harmful interference with their normal 
living conditions. However, the French con
struction of an airstrip at Dumont d’Urville 
killed hundreds of penguins and devastated 
breeding sites of many seabird species. The 
French initially went there to study the pen
guins they are now destroying. Although 
this project violates treaty agreements, the 
other treaty nations have turned their collec
tive heads the other way.

Maj: “The treaty states flagrantly abro
gate their responsibility to the vulnerable 
Antarctic environment. Their track record so 
far has been appalling, whether one looks 
at waste disposal, fisheries management 
or the protection of fauna and flora. Yet 
these nations now expect us to believe 
they could extract minerals without 
harming the environment -  this is clearly 
ridiculous.”

There has been a moratorium on min
ing in Antarctica while nations negotiated 
closing a “gap” in the treaty which does 
not address minerals activity. Six years of 
negotiations ended in Wellington last year 
when delegates from 33 of the 38 nations 
approved the M inerals Convention 
(CRAMRA). Once ratified, this agree
ment will allow prospecting for minerals 
to begin immediately.

It is argued that without CRAMRA the 
present moratorium on mining could not 
be enforced, that an unregulated scramble 
would occur unless rules, stipulating con
trols and environmental protection, were 
imposed on mining companies. But a 
minerals free-for-all is unlikely to happen 
in the absence of a legal and institutional 
framework for issuing mineral permits. No 
company will spend billions of dollars over 
many years searching for oil unless they 
have secure and preclusive property rights 
to what they find. The Minerals Convention 
provides for this and so facilitates the very 
thing it purports to control -  minerals explo
ration -  and the inevitable degradation of 
the Antarctic environment.

No convention can safeguard against 
human fallibility. The Exxon Valdez oil spill 
stands as a warning to this. If an accident of 
this scale happened in Antarctica, which is 
inevitable if mining goes ahead, the damage 
to the environment would be even more 
catastrophic given the fragility of the 
ecosystem and the climatic/physical con
straints which would make cleaning up 
impossible.

It is a sad irony that the global results of 
humanity’s impact on the environment are 
evident above Antarctica -  the ozone hole is 
enlarging at an alarming rate -  and yet at the 
same time preparations are being made to 
launch yet another mega-scale assault on the 
environment. One of Antarctica’s special

features is that it serves as our planetary lab
oratory. Its pristine nature enables scientists 
to study such phenomena as the Greenhouse 
effect. Unlocking Antarctica’s fossil fuel 
reserves will certainly make the greenhouse 
hotter and we will no longer be able to mon
itor our threatened existence.

Towards the goal of declaring Antarctica 
a World Park, Greenpeace established a 
year-round World Park base at Cape Evans 
in 1987. It is the only non-governmental 
presence in the ice and is maintained by a 
team of four people who are replaced every 
12 months. Liz Canr, base scientist, and and 
Lilian Hansen, medic, are due to return in 
January. They were both involved in a vio
lent confrontation with the French construc
tion crew at Dumont d ’Urville while 
forming a human chain in front of the bull
dozer.

“People down here either feel threatened 
and provoked by Greenpeace’s presence or 
else they enthusiastically support what we 
do,” says Liz. She has been continuously 
monitoring human impacts from the sur
rounding bases.

Meanwhile the New Zealand government 
continues to defend the Minerals 
Convention. Even though it claims to have 
Antarctica’s best interests at heart, it seems 
to have become a matter of personal honour, 
since New Zealand played a key role in its 
negotiations.

Public opinion supports a World Park. 
The government must listen. There may 
never again be such an opportunity to fight 
for the last unspoiled wilderness on earth. 
Your help is needed.

Technology at a Cost
Renate Klein believes New 

Reproductive Technologies are 
women-hating. She was in New 

Zealand recently and spoke to Kay 
Morris Matthews. 

Here primarily to launch her new book 
Infertility: Women Speak Out About Their 
Experiences o f Reproductive Medicine, 
Renate received a variety of media attention. 
All focused on her critical analysis of the in 
vitro fertilisation programmes (IVF) which 
she believes are dangerous for women’s 
health and should be stopped.

Apart from Belinda Trainor’s 1988 paper 
and Pat Rosier’s Broadsheet articles on IVF 
in recent issues, there has been little publici
ty within the public arena on the health haz
ards for women arising from this treatment. 
Indeed, the media have tended to glamorise 
this “miracle cure” for infertile parents 
whilst the scientists involved have been 
hailed as the wondrous inventors of a new 
technology.

Renate’s initial research into IVF resulted 
in the publication in 1984 of Test Tube 
Women: What Future For Motherhood, co
edited with Rita Arditti and Shelley Minden. 
The following year, she co-authored with 
Gena Corea and others Man-Made Women: 
How New Reproductive Technologies Affect 
Women which has remained an authoritative

source of information.
It was in 1985 that Renate Klein became 

a founding member of the Feminist 
International Resistance to Reproductive 
and Genetic Engineering (FINRRAGE) and 
acted as its International Co-ordinator until 
1987. She became the pivotal person for the 
dissemination of knowledge on IVF. Trained 
as a biologist in her home-city of Zurich, 
Renate went on to gain degrees in Women’s 
Studies from the University of California at 
Berkeley and London University. Her repu
tation as an international feminist scholar 
was further recognised in 1986 when she 
was given a fellowship which enabled her to 
research the experiences of women who 
dropped out of test tube baby programmes 
in Australia.

In her work on IVF to date, Renate Klein 
posits that the new reproductive technolo
gies and genetic engineering “are women- 
hating, and constitute an insidious new form 
of violence against women”.

‘They exploit women who are in a vul
nerable position because they (or their part
ner) desperately want a biological child of 
their own and feel they have little ‘choice’ 
to disagree with what the ‘experts’ tell them 
to do. By advocating the use of the new 
reproductive technologies, the promoter of 
these technologies offer hope that will not 
be fulfilled in the majority of cases. IVF, an 
example of this technology, is by and large a 
failed technology, giving the woman a 
healthy live child in only five to ten percent. 
The promises of reproductive technology 
are therefore not only false: they are also 
cruel”.
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She is critical of the fact that women 
selected for IVF programmes often have the 
pain and stigma of infertility ignored by the 
scientists. Instead, they undergo great physi
cal and psychological trauma of the drug 
and hormone treatment used to stimulate the 
ovaries into producing more than one ripe
egg-

The health hazards and side effects of the 
drug clomiphene citrate, which is used to 
“superovulate” the ovaries include dizzi
ness, weight gain, burst ovaries, cysts and 
adhesions. Indeed, of the women inter
viewed for the book Infertility, all described 
the lack of information they were given 
about the risks before they underwent treat
ment.

If women respond to the fertility drugs 
by producing more than one egg, surgical 
removal or “egg collection” is the next 
stage. The eggs are then fertilised in the lab
oratory, either with her partner’s or donated 
sperm. The embryo is then re-implanted 
back into the women’s body.

“Up to 50 percent of these pregnancies 
end in spontaneous abortions, miscarriages 
or are ectopic. In addition, most babies are 
bom prematurely and by caesarians. Up to 
25 percent of all women who do get preg
nant end up having multiple births due to 
both the effect of the fertility hormones and 
the insertion of multiple embryos in their 
wombs”.

Yet despite the low success rates, the 
women who have contributed their stories to 
Renate’s research projects over recent years 
and hundreds of others who have undergone 
IVF treatment, have done so compelled by a 
strong urge to give birth. Even if these 
women are among the five to ten percent 
who successfully attain this goal, a further 
danger “lies in the effect the superovulation 
drugs may have on the developing fetus and 
the future child as well as long term effects 
on the woman who took them”, explained 
Renate.

“Birth statistics show a slight increase of 
spina bifida and transposition of the great 
vessels in children born from IVF. Great 
cause for concern is the fact that clomiphene 
citrate has a very similar chemical structure 
to DES: a drug which was given to pregnant 
women some 20 to 40 years ago and which 
resulted in a high proportion of children 
with fertility problems, increase rates of 
cancer of the cervix and the vagina and, in 
the mothers, of breast cancer”.

As if this was not bad enough, Renate 
Klein is incensed at the lack of counselling 
and psychological support for the woman 
undergoing treatment. “Month after month 
‘hope’ is artificially ‘induced’ by IVF doc
tors and hospital staff. Meanwhile the 
woman’s life is in limbo: should she think of 
another job, a change in career or perhaps 
adoption? Often after years on IVF, on the 
‘roller-coaster of emotions’, as one woman 
described it to me, she has become econom
ically dependent on her husband”.

A woman tends to worry about the 
expense of the treatment, her own physical 
and mental health. Ultimately, if she fails to

become pregnant she is labelled a “non
responder”, “fertilisation failure”, has “bad 
eggs”, “diseased tubes” or a “hostile womb”, 
all of which are doctors’ terms commonly 
used in medical literature.

Instead of being made to feel “incom
plete women”, Renate Klein believes that 
alternatives for parenting should be encour
aged. This could mean consideration of 
other means of mothering, such as adoption, 
fostering or having close involvement with 
another person’s child. Renate also says we 
need “to talk about why women feel that 
without a child they are not full people and 
why, if they can’t have a child naturally, 
they are prepared to go to great lengths to do 
things that make them very sick or even kill 
them”.

Another major concern that Renate Klein 
has is the amount of embryo experimenta
tion currently being conducted by reproduc
tive biologists. She notes, with alarm, the 
significant change in emphasis, “from the 
promise of ‘curing the infertile’ to ‘prevent
ing’ or ‘therapeutically remedying defects’ 
in embryos”. She worries about the eugenic 
implications of women’s bodies being 
exploited as “living laboratories” for both 
egg extraction and embryo carriers and of 
embryo screening for sex determination.

Such criticisms of the medical and scien
tific fraternity involved with IVF pro
grammes are met with great disdain. Both 
Renate Klein and her colleague Robyn 
Rowland have borne the brunt of their femi
nist critiques of reproductive technologies. 
The debate in Australia where they are 
based has been very public as both women 
have challenged new developments. But 
some of the critical information that has 
been presented has had an impact. Some 
IVF doctors in Australia now acknowledge 
that fertility drugs are harmful and undesir
able; that some of their interactions with the 
women on the programmes could be more 
humane.

Renate Klein says that she would never 
tell another women not to try infertility 
treatment, but is concerned that she should 
be aware of all the risks and options 
involved. “It’s a no-win situation, but I can’t 
justify something that brings so much mis
ery to so many women, even if it does bring 
joy to a few”.

In the final analysis, Renate claims that 
reproductive technologies are not about 
choice. “Instead they bring with them not 
only a loss of control for women but a gain 
of control for international technopatriarchy. 
These technologies are too dangerous to 
continue. The price to pay for women as 
individuals and as a social group worldwide 
is unacceptable. These technologies con
tribute to the worldwide oppression of 
women and they must be stopped now”.

Trick or Treaty?
You've seen the ads on TV telling us 

the 1990 celebrations are okay, so 
why isn't everyone buying it? 

Bernadette McCartney explains why

the Early Childhood Workers Union 
opposes the celebrations.

For many groups around the country, the 
decision to support or oppose the 1990 cele
brations has not been an easy one. The Early 
Childhood Workers Union (ECWU) has 
chosen to oppose the celebrations until the 
Treaty of Waitangi has been honoured, and 
also not to apply for money through the 
1990 commission.

It was felt that by applying for 1990 
money the union would be in part condon
ing the celebrations and by rejecting 1990 
funding it would be making a strong stand 
against the Commission’s major role in next 
year’s activities.
What is the Commission?
The 1990 Commission was established by 
Government in 1988 to organise and fund 
commemorations for the year. Before the 
Commission was established, Project 
Waitangi, a Wellington group aimed at edu
cation and action toward honouring the 
Treaty, made a submission to Government 
on the make up and focus of the 
Commission. They suggested the 
Commission should reflect the realities of 
the Treaty: its membership should be 50/50 
Maori-Pakeha and include women, men, 
young and old; every member should have 
shown an active commitment to the Treaty 
and accepted it as a basis for the 
Com m ission’s work. Maori members, 
Project Waitangi recommended, should not 
be chosen by Pakeha.

But from the beginning the planning for 
1990 has been organised on monocultural 
lines -  Pakeha models and decision making 
processes have been used. The Minister of 
Internal Affairs, Dr Michael Bassett, estab
lished the Commission as a 12 member, pre
dominantly Pakeha group with few 
members demonstrating a record of active 
support for the Treaty. A later similar sub
mission was referred to the Commission’s 
Maori Committee, placing the onus of dis
cussing these crucial issues on only one 
Treaty partner, reinforcing the myth that the 
Treaty is solely a Maori issue.

Some Commission members are blatant
ly anti a Treaty focus. Bassett made his 
stand clear at the launching when he said 
New Zealanders had a choice of moving 
forward as a nation in unity or focusing on 
our grievances and losing the opportunity to 
strengthen our partnership. Keith Sinclair, 
one of the 12 commissioners, has stated that 
New Zealand has a “remarkable democra
cy” and that “the best thing for Maori peo
ple is to assimilate to the Pakeha way of 
life”. He said Maori Sovereignty was 
impossible and that power sharing under a 
partnership was unrealistic.
Treaty Not the Major Focus in 1990 
Unfortunately, although 1990 is the 150th 
anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of 
Waitangi, this is not going to be the focus of 
the planned activities. It is only one of sev
eral anniversaries the Commission will 
commemorate/celebrate. Much emphasis is 
being placed on the anniversaries of 
Auckland and Wellington, the welfare state,

8 BROADSHEET NOV 1989



unions, the electoral system, and the 
Gallipoli landings.

One wonders if, in the case of the 
Auckland and Wellington centennials, the 
Commission is going to educate Pakeha 
New Zealanders about how these cities were 
founded and for whose benefit. It also raises 
the question of where the ECWU will stand 
in 1990 -  how to commemorate our her story 
and move further toward our policy of hon
ouring the Treaty of Waitangi.

Over 100 1990 committees have been 
established. The range of activities is enor
mous, the cultural make up of most of those 
committees is similar to that of the 
Commission. Activities include special fam
ily day racing meetings, local Treaty com
memorations, family reunions, m ulti
cultural food festivals, A&P shows, kiwi 
fruit festivals etc. The Commission has $30 
million to spend on 1990 events. There will 
be three royal visits between January and 
June next year.

The Treaty will be buried under this 
enormous pile of celebrating.

1990 is also election year in New 
Zealand. Both the Labour Government and 
the opposition will attempt to use the cele
brations to help them win. If the celebra
tions are disrupted no doubt law and order 
will become an election issue. Blame will be 
laid at the feet of those opposing the cele
brations, but in fact the blame should lie 
with the unwillingness of the Commission 
and the Government to ensure that honour
ing the Treaty is the central focus of 1990. 
“The whole world is watching” -  sound 
familiar? An image of New Zealand as an 
example of unity, tolerance and perfect race 
relations is what the Government wants to 
beam to the rest of the world.
Commission Mirrors Government 
Like the 1990 Commission, the Govern
ment’s track record in respect of actioning 
their stated policies about the Treaty is pret
ty dismal. Instead of listening to an increas
ing number of individuals and organisations, 
the Government appears to be interpreting 
the Treaty in their own terms -  including 
Treaty rhetoric in their corporate plans and 
mission statements -  with little evidence of 
any substantial change.

The 1990 Commission seems to be fol
lowing suit. They have stated policy regard
ing the Treaty being a central focus of the 
commemorations, but to date have failed to 
advocate for a Treaty driven society. Most 
of the over 3000 activities predicted for next 
year make no acknowledgement of the 
Treaty, and most are concerned with cele
brating our “nationhood” and “unity”.

Project Waitangi commented in their July 
newsletter that “the Government’s ‘grand 
plan’ -  seems to be to confuse the public by 
supporting a wide range of events... Many 
events are blatantly racist, the vast majority 
could be described as neutral -  with no par
ticular focus on the Treaty at all. A wide 
range of Maori projects have been organised 
with the emphasis being on unity, harmony 
and the treaty of Waitangi”.

The fact that some Maori groups and

organisations support the celebrations should 
not be used as an excuse by Pakeha people 
for not acknowledging injustices and acting 
responsibly as Treaty partners.

The 1990 Commission is playing down 
criticism. In their March newsletter they 
speak of overwhelming support from the 
public and editorials. They conducted a 
national survey in March that showed that 
5l percent of New Zealanders had become 
aware of 1990 with 3/4 of them expecting 
1990 to have a positive effect on the country 
as a whole. We didn’t find out what the nine 
percent who thought the year would have a 
negative effect had to say! The Commission 
has a responsibility to present the truth to the 
people of New Zealand in 1990.
How the Commission Could Work to 
Honour the Treaty
Project Waitangi recommends that the 
Commission should have only one function 
-  to commemorate the signing of the Treaty. 
They believe that the principle aims of the 
Commission should be to: acknowledge and 
make good past breaches of the Treaty; help 
Maori and Pakeha understand their own atti
tudes and discover what brings each to a bi- 
cultural partnership; set in place Treaty 
based models in the institutions of NZ 
society.

1990 should be used to calculate the 
impact of the Treaty on this nation and to put 
in place new structural and organisational 
models that give effect to the Treaty.
What Action We Can Take as a Union 
and Co-Signatories to the Treaty 
State publicly our opposition to the 1990 
celebrations by communicating our concerns 
to local MPs, the Commission official 1990 
project organisers, media and businesses 
such as Ansett and Radio New Zealand who 
are official supporters and will make a lot of 
money from the celebrations.

Refuse to participate in activities that do

not honour the Treaty.
Continue our active commitment to hon

ouring the Treaty and plan creative actions 
to commemorate 1990.

Take responsibility for becoming better 
informed about Treaty issues eg Pakeha his
tory and culture, racism, strategies for hon
ouring the Treaty. Support and challenge 
each other sensitively.

Support, and share our resources with the 
Runanga and continue our commitment to 
acknowledging their status as Tangata 
Whenua.

Become Treaty advocates in the groups 
and organisations we belong to especially in 
our centres. Advocate for the Treaty in the 
writing up of Charters and for the process of 
decision making to be Treaty based. 
Network with other national and regional 
groups who are opposing the celebrations 
and/or organising alternatives.

Challenge the 1990 Commission on its 
monocultural structure and resource materi
al and its lack of commitment to honouring 
the Treaty.

Send representatives to Waitangi for 
Waitangi day and the week preceding it.

Prepare educational material for people 
who know nothing about the Treaty.

Don’t be afraid to make mistakes.

The Ministry 
of Women’s Affairs

Pat Rosier has been looking at some 
recent "outputs". 

“Outputs” seems to be the current word 
everywhere for talking about - and measur
ing -  what we do. (It’s a nasty piece of lan
guage, that focuses purely on products and 
says nothing about how things are done or 
their impact on people or the environment, 
and contributes to the invisibility of work

LEGAL SERVICES
Deirdre Milne 
George Ireland 

Tony Walker 
who have been practicing 

under the name of
w il l ia m s  McDo n a l d  a n d  c o .

are pleased to advise that the firm 
will now be known as

J/W V  Milne Ireland Walker
B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S  

Australis House 
36 Customs Street 
Auckland 
P.O. Box 4204 
Telephone (09) 796-937
Deirdre Milne. George Ireland. Tony Walker

WE WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER A FULL RANGE OF 
LEGAL SERVICES AT COMPETITIVE RATES

M W

BROADSHEET NOV 1989 9



like childcaring.)
The Ministry has got very good at them -  

outputs that is -  and is producing some use
ful documents -  like A Women’s Guide to 
Housing. It’s a good “everything you need 
to know...” booklet and looks specifically at 
groups of women -  those who are older, 
Maori women, women with disabilities, sin
gle women, lesbians, women leaving violent 
relationships and so on -  who are often 
ignored. If it’s information about housing 
options you want it’s probably in here.

Then there’s the latest issue of Panui. 
My fears that with re-structuring the 
Ministry would either cease to produce this 
newsletter, or charge for it, have been 
allayed: it still comes out regularly, free. 
The latest issue reports on many of the 
Ministry’s activities, most of which involve 
discussion papers, input into policy and 
reports. One of the discussion papers, 
Valuing Women’s Unpaid Work concerns a 
major project the Ministry is undertaking 
over the next two years to gather informa
tion about the unpaid work women do. This 
is a great idea. My disquiet with the discus
sion paper is that there is nothing in it that 
indicates any way in which the information, 
the way in which it is gathered or its 
application will challenge the status quo.

The discussion paper refers to the need 
for policies (unspecified) to go “hand in 
hand with changes in people’s thinking” for 
there to be “significant improvements in 
women’s lives”. Anti-racism workers will 
testify that changes in policy and attitude 
are simply not enough, it takes a combina
tion of legislation to make institutions act 
differently and direct challenge at a personal 
and group level to get things to be different. 
For example women who have male part
ners who do some sharing of childcare and 
domestic duties have to turn their partners’ 
supportive attitudes into action.

Another weakness in the discussion

paper is in the way that all voluntary work is 
treated as the same. There is no attempt to 
look at it in a frame-work that is looking for 
basic social change for women. Just to argue 
about meals on wheels doesn’t undermine 
the system. Some forms -  like Kohanga Reo 
or Rape Crisis -  do challenge the status quo, 
while others -  such as Rotary, councils, 
Plunket -  do not. The crux of this is that 
those groups that include some social 
change orientation find it much harder to get 
money. Also, women who do paid work at 
places like HELP, which often also have vol
untary workers, spend a lot of their time 
applying for money. If changes in policy and 
attitudes do take place as a result of this pro
ject, which voluntary work will get financial 
support?

However, I do not wish to imply the pro
ject is not worthwhile, it is. We need infor
mation about what women do.

The Ministry’s annual report has also 
been released. I t’s readable and includes 
welcome statements like “The Ministry is 
not yet fully confident that the general 
emphasis on ‘consumer-driven’ services led 
to a satisfactory outcome for women...”. 
The most interesting part is the appendices. 
The one on organisational structure shows 
the three-layer hierarchical nature of the 
Ministry - Chief Executive, Judith Aitken on 
the top level, three managers on the second 
level and the rest of the workers on the third 
level. The appendix on operations describes 
the work done during the year and the state
ment of accounting policies is just that.The 
Ministry cost $3,173,000 last year -  that’s 
got to be good value for money.

The Statement of Intent for 1989/90 has 
also been produced. It’s a lot better written 
that the last one ( (See Ministry Intent” in 
Broadsheet, Jan.Feb 1989), easier to follow 
and gives a good idea of what the Ministry 
is planning to do. Some key words that recur 
often on its pages -  identify, advise, ensure

legislation, policy advice, projects, propos
als and reports, reports, reports.

I looked in vain for some indication that 
there was a real (paid) role for community 
women, and for structures that allow us- 
women-out-there to feel it is ours. It isn’t, 
it’s for us, which is quite a different matter: 
a Ministry of experts, with the processes of 
any bureaucracy.

Okay, okay, many of you are sick of me 
going on about wanting something different 
from any old government ministry. My per
sistence comes from a conviction that if real 
change is going to occur it will be from 
doing things in a different way, not from 
adding more rhetoric and continuing in the 
same ways. Many of the reports that come 
out of the Ministry are saying what needs to 
be said about the status and position of 
women. Change comes from doing things 
differently.

V
Save St Helens

It's only a matter of time before the 
doors to St Helens Maternity Hospital 
close for the last time. But Ann Clark 

and Laura Hatfield are still cam
paigning to keep them open. They 

talked to Lisa Sabbage. 
“Amalgamation” with National Women’s 
Hospital is what the closure is being called. 
No ifs or buts, the hospital will fall victim to 
the Auckland Area Health Board’s enforced 
cost-cutting measures. There is even some 
talk that the hospital will be sold to private 
enterprise to recoup some of the board’s $46 
million overspending.

The Area Health Board appointed a 
Maternity Services Taskforce to “develop a 
maternity service that will meet the needs of 
the people of Auckland”. Yet head of the 
taskforce, Dr Ray Naden is adamant that its 
position on the closure of St Helens is “quite 
fixed”. Prodded a little, he said “The 
Commissioner [Harold Titter] has made the 
decision that St Helens will close, we don’t 
have any say about that”. Whose needs then, 
is this maternity service aimed at -  those of 
the consumer or those of the health board? 
Unfortunately the two seem to be mutually 
exclusive.

Ann and Laura don’t see the logic in 
closing St Helens, even when looking at it 
in the AAHB’s terms, as it is one of the 
board’s most cost-efficient services. It actu
ally costs less to have a baby there now than 
it did in 1980.

For staff at St Helens the “amalgama
tion” has proved to be yet another example 
of political double speak -  there has been no 
consultation with them whatsoever. This is 
in spite of protocols agreed on at the begin
ning of the year that unions and workers 
would be involved in changes in the health 
system. Nursing staff are being offered other 
positions within the Area Health Board, but 
for the hospital’s clerical and domestic staff, 
chances of re-employment are more grim.

St Helens is a base hospital for maternity 
“patients”. It has a wide catchment area, 
with mothers from central and West

BARRY &  McFADDEN
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

PARTNERS: Sandra May Barry LL.B 
Elisabeth Madeleine McEadden LL.B 

39 Jervois Rd, Ponsonby, Auckland 
Telephone 784-959 or 788-146

747 Whangaparaoa Rd.P.O. Box 260. Whangaparaoa 
Tel: (0942) 46763

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 
FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS, 
PROPERTY CONVEYANCING, 

WILLS, ESTATE PLANNING, 
MATRIMONIAL.
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Auckland as well as from the North Shore. 
Its relative proximity (compared to National 
Women’s) is important to women for rea
sons of accessibility during time of delivery. 
In 1988 for instance, 3,600 babies were bom 
at St Helens -  this excludes the additional 
hundreds of mothers transferred to St 
Helens from other maternity hospitals with 
complications during pregnancy or labour. 
With the closure of St Helens, these women 
will have to travel all the way from 
W aitakere or North Shore Hospital to 
National Women’s at a time of medical cri
sis. Many patients have already expressed 
their fears that the extra distance they will 
have to travel may lead to a tragedy.

However, this is not the only reason why 
women are adamant that St Helens should 
not close. ‘The value of St Helens is that it’s 
close to the community”, explains Laura 
who is a staff midwife in the hospital’s post
natal ward. She says the hospital reflects the 
community it serves. “Pacific Island women 
seem to prefer St Helens to NWH because 
we have a large proportion of Pacific Island 
staff -  word gets around that treatment is 
sensitive and that speaking in one’s first lan
guage is accepted”.

Ann Clark points out that many women 
choose St Helens because unlike National 
Women’s and Middlemore, it is not a “train
ing” hospital. “There is much ill feeling 
toward National Women’s and its status as a 
teaching hospital. Over the years many 
women have reacted to the intimidation they 
have felt -  for example from interns being 
present during ante-natal checkups without 
their being consulted -  by attending St 
Helens”.

Ann is concerned that all women’s health 
issues are being put under National 
Women’s control. She is adamant that 
women as the consumers of maternity ser
vices should have the right to choose a non
training hospital.

Quality of care is a special feature of St 
Helens, and many are not convinced that 
“amalgamation” with NWH will preserve 
this quality. “Our delivery unit is not as high 
pressure, we mostly achieve a one to one 
ratio of patient to midwife care. At NWH 
the ratio is more like three to one, and in 
times of crisis inevitably someone else will 
step in and the continuity of care is disrupt
ed. The wards are so much bigger at NWH, 
but they don’t have the increased number of 
staff to cope with patients. I ’m not con
vinced that ratio will improve even if St 
Helens staff are shifted to NWH”.

Demographically, closing St Helens is a 
big mistake, explains Laura. In the 1970s 
there may have been a case for closing the 
hospital, but moving into a new decade peo
ple are returning to having three or four chil
dren. There is also a strong trend toward 
remarriage and older couples beginning 
“new” families. “I don’t see either of these 
trends reversing. By 1998 the Area Health 
Board will be complaining that there aren’t 
enough maternity beds and that they have to 
build a new hospital at a cost of $500,000 per 
bed which the public will have to pay for”.

I t ’s also a mistake for the public to 
assume that they will be able to receive 
maternity care through private medical ser
vices. If St Helens is sold, it will not be 
retained as a maternity hospital but convert
ed to an accident and emergency clinic. 
Why? Because there’s no money to be made 
in babies -  insurance companies only cover 
medical and surgical requirements. In simple 
terms there is no private maternity service. 
And if there was, Laura estimates that it 
would cost $5000 for a delivery, including 
meals, hospital stay and anaesthetist if nec
essary, but neo-natal care or extra require
ments out of complications would incur 
more expenses.

Perhaps of most concern to both Laura 
and Ann is the talk of reversion of antenatal 
clinics from the hospital to church and com
munity halls. Laura explains that these clin
ics are very poorly attended because women 
feel that without scan machines and non
stress tests for babies heartbeat they don’t 
have the same significance as hospital clin
ics. Moreover who will run these clinics? 
There is such a shortage of midwives as it is, 
both women find it hard to believe the 
AAHB will be able to establish such a ser
vice. The quality of care offered at the clin
ics could not possibly be of the same 
standard as at St Helens where other staff 
are responsible for clerical work leaving the 
midwife to devote good quality care to each 
individual woman.

“This is the cheapest way for the AAHB 
to deliver maternity care; it costs them less 
and less but the standards of care also deteri
orate. Returning to church halls and commu
nity centres is quite simply returning to the 
dark ages.

“All we want is to keep St Helens open, 
we’re not even asking for more money, just 
the right to have what we’ve got now”.

If you are concerned that the maternity

services should not be run down and St 
Helens Hospital should not close, phone 
Ann (09)894-462 or Laura (09)862-494.

PAY EQUITY UPDATE
Rachel Brown writes from Wellington.
The government has promised pay equity 
legislation by the end of the year. Recent 
reports in the media suggest there is a battle 
over the legislation. The battle is between 
the Ministry of Women’s Affairs and an 
alliance involving the Labour Department 
and State Services Commission. This wran
gle is contributing to delays in introducing a 
Pay Equity Bill.

The Employers Federation says the gap 
between men and women will be closed by 
improving women’s job opportunities. The 
Coalition for Equal Value Equal Pay 
(CEVEP) knows the gap will close only 
through effective legislation. CEVEP’s con
cern is the government compromise 
between the two positions.

Effective legislation includes the ability 
for a group or class of workers to take a pay 
equity claim. This class or group must be an 
occupational group and not a few named 
individuals working say for one employer in 
one region. The legislation must allow for 
the pay rates resulting from a pay equity 
claim to be out into the relevant award.

The choice of the comparator (that is, the 
male-dominated work group with which the 
female-dominated group is to be compared) 
must be taken from as wide a group as pos
sible. New Zealand uses an international 
standard to classify work into nine major 
industries. These are numbered from one to 
nine and are known as the one digit level. 
Each of these nine categories are further 
broken down into 35 industries (the two 
digit level) which are broken down further 
to 91 industries and then again to 251. The
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legislation can work if the comparator can 
be found at the one digit level. Otherwise 
the the comparator group becomes smaller 
and therefore less meaningful.

Class actions, the ability to put the new 
rate into the award and a wide choice of 
comparators are necessities for effective leg
islation. Write to your MP asking that all 
three be there when the Bill comes forward. 
If you need further information or wish to 
buy an information kit (cost, $1) contact 
CEVEP, P O Box 16149, Wellington.

WHO’S population 
problem?

Sumati Nair writes about population 
control and new hormonal contra

ceptives in Imperialism and the 
Control of Women's Fertility. 

Pat Rosier summarises. 
This chilling little book was published this 
year by The Campaign Against Long- 
Acting Hormonal Contraceptives. Its mes
sage is clear: the western world has two 
interests, one the bogey of “population con
trol” (they are having more babies than we 
are), the other the need for a cheap way to 
test new hormonal contraceptives. These 
two interests come together quite nicely, 
with the support of organisations like the 
World Health Organisation (WHO), in pop
ulation control programmes in Asian and 
African countries.

The myth of “over-population” has been 
exploded many quarters but it still holds 
sway here. Nair quotes a recent brochure of 
Population Services International, an organ
isation that distributes contraceptives in 
third world countries: “Most experts agree 
that widespread and chronic famines will 
inevitably occur if present (population) 
growth rates go unchecked. It is plain that

such a situation will confront the US with 
dangerous military vortexes and booby traps 
of the Vietnam type. Beyond that, we shall 
face the loss of vital raw materials that keep 
our industrial economy going. Serious short
ages and disruption of supply lines will crip
ple our production and push prices up. We 
also may face demands from desperate 
nations in Africa, Asia and Latin America to 
create the ‘new world economic order’ 
through which they could effect an immedi
ate redistribution of the Western World’s 
worth.” Well, that is certainly self-interest 
clearly spelled out. The welfare of the peo
ple in these third world countries is of no 
concern, they are just a threat to the US 
economy.

So having established, to their own satis
faction anyway, the need to control popula
tions in other countries, they (a combination 
of governments, industrial interests, pharma
ceutical companies and organisations like 
WHO) can use the women of these countries 
to try out new hormonal contraceptives. 
There are many advantages -  poor people 
without resources, no liability for adverse 
effects, the co-operation of governments 
who depend on aid (there are clear cases 
where aid has been dependent on accepting 
population control programmes), and even a 
sense of “doing the right thing”. And so “a 
whole complex of governments and inter- 
and non-governmental organisations and pri
vate interests has developed to carry out 
population control policies.”

It’s no accident that the types of contra
ceptive promoted for this control are those 
that give a minimum of power and control to 
the women concerned, such as Norplant, 
which is implanted under the skin and active 
for years. They also need years of trials on 
women before the Federal Drug 
Administration (FDA) in the US will 
approve them for use in that country. Never

mind that the women who have the least 
resources to deal with side effects, and the 
least potential for calling the experimenters 
to account for mistakes and disasters, are 
those being experimented on.

The examples that Sumati Nair uses in 
her book are mainly from India and 
Bangladesh, but the situation applies all 
over Asia, Africa and Latin America. It’s 
imperialism of the eighties and nineties, it’s 
big business and it’s wrong. The evidence is 
that improved economic conditions are the 
most likely change to cause birth rates to 
drop, not further control of people’s lives by 
decision-makers far distant in place and 
wealth.

At the end of the book is an appendix 
which includes a list of the six major institu
tions into which US government and foun
dation funds are now channeled (including a 
WHO programme); interconnections 
between the US government, population 
control organisations and the drug industry; 
organisations that receive financial support 
from the contraceptive industry; and major 
agencies involved in population control, 
their source of funding and activities.

The Campaign Against Long-Acting 
Hormonal Contraceptives has a number of 
demands for which they are seeking sup
port. These demands are:

1. Withdraw the WHO Guidelines and 
draw up recommendations that will protect 
women from abuse.

2. Stop the exploitative trials with long- 
acting hormonal contraceptives.

3. Stop the promotion and use of unsafe 
hormonal contraceptives in family planning 
programmes of third world countries 
because: a) no information or choice of 
method is provided and women have little 
control over the methods that are made 
available; b) neither are the contra-indica
tions for the use of these methods observed 
nor is adequate health or follow-up care pro
vided; c) women are pressured by circum
stances or the family planning programme 
into accepting the method promoted.

The Campaign can be contacted at: 
Fokke Simonsztraat 12 A 111 1017 TG 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands or 173 
Archway Rd, London, UK.

Racism is bad for 
our health

Christine Dann writes, 
As if we didn’t have enough problems of 
our own, New Zealand is now recruiting 
doctors from South Africa. White male doc
tors of course. Eighty-three percent of doc
tors in South Africa are white, 3.5% are 
black. (The rest are Coloured or Indian.) 
The Otago University Medical school cur
rently has a significant number of South 
Africans on its staff -  many more are South 
Africans than are Maori. South Africans are 
also taking influential positions in the health 
hierarchy in New Zealand. For example, one 
is a senior manager in the head office of the 
Health Department.

W M
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These South 
Africans will claim 
they left South 
Africa because 
they disliked the 
apartheid system.
This is probably 
true up to a point.
However, it is also 
obvious that they 
have no commit
ment to actively 
oppose it, either 
inside or outside
South Africa. For example, none of the 
South African staff of the University of 
Otago Medical School came to a slide talk 
on the health system in South Africa and 
ways of changing it given by an anti
apartheid colleague recently. Furthermore, 
they bring to New Zealand attitudes towards 
non-white people which have been shaped 
by apartheid.

Two South African opponents of 
apartheid were in New Zealand recently 
sharing information about the racist nature 
of the health system there, and New 
Zealand’s collusion with that system in pro
viding support for white doctors and allied 
health professionals. As well as hiring South 
African doctors, New Zealand medical 
organisations support apartheid in other 
ways. New Zealand occupational therapists 
(most of whom are female) are affiliated to 
the World Federation of Occupational 
Therapists which includes the South African 
association. After eight years of pressure 
(including the resignation of the Norwegian 
association in protest at the South African 
presence) the South African organisation 
now has a non-racial constitution. However, 
occupational therapy training and practice is 
still racially segregated, with separate 
schools and hospitals for blacks, whites and 
coloureds. The net result (as in all the other 
branches of the South African health sys
tem) is that whites end up with a First World 
standard of health care, while the other races 
endure a Third World standard.

Heart transplants symbolise the differ
ence between the standards of care. While 
wealthy adult whites receive new hearts, 
black children die of kwashiokor, tuberculo
sis and other preventable and curable ill
nesses associated with poverty and 
malnutrition. One of the South African anti
apartheid campaigners remarked wryly that 
it was a pity that white South Africans 
receiving heart transplants did not also 
experience a real change of heart.

The campaigners were therefore asking 
that New Zealand engage in a bit of “heart 
surgery” on the South African regime. This 
would also be good for our own health, as 
New Zealand has no interest in importing 
racist medics or training our doctors in a 
racist system (significant numbers of New 
Zealand medical students receive part of 
their training in South Africa, and obstetrics 
and gynaecology is a favoured speciality.)

The first step in the surgery is a sharp cut 
-  expelling South African professional

bodies (both medical and non-medical) from 
international professional organisations until 
such time as they play an active role in 
opposing apartheid. South African doctors, 
for example, already have the option of 
belonging to the Medical Association of 
South Africa, which implicitly supports 
apartheid, or the National medical and 
Dental Association, which actively opposes 
it. How racist is the Medical Association of 
South Africa? One example really shocked 
me to the core -  the South African 
Paediatric Association, which is an affiliate 
of MASA, has recently formulated a code 
for the white regime on “how to handle chil
dren in detention”. Translation: when black 
children have been arrested and imprisoned 
merely for protesting such obvious injus
tices as the fact that A$130 per annum is 
spent on the education of each black child 
and A$ 1,300 on the education of each white 
child, then it would be nice if they weren’t 
beaten, suffocated, deprived of sleep, 
tortured with electric shock or placed in 
solitary confinement quite as much as adult 
detainees.

This is Nazi “logic” and if it takes expul
sion from their international organisations to 
bring South African doctors to their senses 
then the sooner this is done the better.

Another medical measure which would 
be good for both South African and New 
Zealand medical professionals is isolation. 
The African National Congress is currently 
calling for “selective support” rather than a 
blanket boycott on professional contact 
between South Africa and the rest of the 
world. Individuals whose professional work 
is judged by anti-apartheid organisations 
inside and outside South Africa to be pro
moting social change will be encouraged to 
continue and make the necessary contacts. 
For everyone else the ANC is promoting 
a boycott. This means that South African 
professionals who are not actively working 
against apartheid would be banned from 
attending international conferences, publish
ing in international journals, lecturing 
overseas and so on. Similarly, foreign 
rofessionals who are not actively 
anti-apartheid are not welcome in South 
Africa.

Isolating the white regime in order to 
pressure it to change is thus no longer a 
matter for sports bodies alone. A lot of 
women belong to professional organisations 
(nurses, physiotherapists, dentists, occupa
tional therapists, teachers, university lectur
ers etc) which have links with South Africa. 
These organisations have an important role 
to play in opposing apartheid. Perhaps a 
more important role than the sports bodies, 
because no-one actually dies from having to 
play sport only with people of the same 
race. But when a paediatric ward in the 
white hospital in Durban is closed because 
the occupancy rate is only 60%, and the 
facilities are not made available to the pae
diatricians in the black hospital (where the 
occupancy rate is 130%, ie, patients sleep 
on the floor) children’s lives are at stake.

Does your professional association sup

port apartheid by condoning the racist prac
tices of South African affiliates, continued 
contact with pro-apartheid members of 
those affiliates, and/or the employment of 
white South African professionals in New 
Zealand? Maybe it’s time you conducted an 
exploratory operation to determine whether 
radical surgery is needed...

Mothers Alone
Joy Liddicoat and Robyn Wilson 

report on a project to produce new 
resource handbook for women who 

are parenting alone.. 
The Women’s Legal Resource Project was 
founded in late 1988 and is the first women- 
based community legal service in Aotearoa. 
To date the handbook project has made con
tact, through a national survey, with over 
200 groups (including every known commu
nity centre) and individual women through
out Aotearoa. Maori women have been 
consulted and are in the process of 
widespread consultation within their com
munity. Pacific Island women are also con
sulting widely.

The project is based in Wellington and 
has been working closely with the Mothers 
Alone group, a support group operating out 
of the YWCA. This group originally identi
fied the need for this handbook and play an 
important role in its development.

The aim of the handbook is to empower 
women through the provision of information 
about their legal rights and services. It will 
be written from the perspective Mof women 
parenting alone and women’s groups who 
are working closely with these women. It 
will illustrate some of the difficulties 
women face and practical and legal solu
tions they have found to help deal with 
those problems. It will also identify some of 
the existing resources available in Aotearoa 
and places women can receive support.

The handbook is due to be produced and 
launched by early 1990 and will be dis
tributed nationally. The project team are 
hopeful of reaching women with the least 
access to legal resources. It is envisaged that 
it will be available in Maori, English and 
possibly Pacific Island languages.

Areas covered will include paternity, 
custody and access, adoption, family vio
lence, matrimonial property, social welfare, 
guardianship, wills, human rights sexual 
abuse, housing, women in paid employment, 
accident compensation, credit and consumer 
rights, women in prisons and psychiatric 
institutions. The handbook will address 
issues of particular concern to Maori and 
Pacific island and lesbian women who are 
parenting alone.

Financial assistance has been received 
from the Department of Internal Affairs and 
the project is hoping it will receive more 
funding. If you would like to make a dona
tion or receive further information please 
contact the Women’s Legal Resource 
Project C/- Wellington South Community 
Law Centre, P O Box 6528, Wellington, 
Phone (04) 850-289. ■
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Keri
Hulme

PHOTOS: GIL HANLY

Keri Hulme was in Auckland 
recently to promote her book 

Homeplaces: Keri wrote the words and 
Robin Morrison took the photographs;

Hodder and Stoughton published.
Janet Charman interviewed her 

for Broadsheet.

Janet Charman In this country the gov
ernment helps fund the arts. I read 
som ew here that Jean Paul Sartre 
turned down the Nobel Prize because 
he thought accepting grants would 
compromise his integrity.

K eri H u lm e  He had the luxury of 
income, whereas here, without govern
ment assistance hugely less creative work 
would get done.And that includes weav
ing and carving.

Some people do tailor their output 
towards the awards. I ’ve just judged a 
short story contest where a lot of the 
entries were based around some very 
implausible versions of Okarito.

How do arts’ funders promote talent 
rather than mediocrity?

On the Literary Fund we have a wide 
group of people, each with our own sym
pathies. I ’m quite blatant. I would pick 
those of Maori origin and women writers 
and young writers before anyone else. 
Each member has their own prejudices, 
which is fine as long as the applying pub
lic are aware of our perspectives. We 
don’t have the funds to promote medi
ocrity. The Literary Fund has gone from 
$150,000 to $750,000 per annum in the 
five years I ’ve been on it, but that’s still a 
m inuscule am ount. It w orries me 
immensely that there are still good begin
ning writers out there who do not get the 
encouragement.

Do you think talented young Maori 
artists and w riters are getting the 
recognition they deserve?

No. There’s a heck of a long queue. 
And although there are others on the 
Literary Fund who share the same values 
I do, Terry Sturm for instance -  and I 
don’t think that’s coincidental; I think it’s 
very common for people of Maori back
ground to do this -  we just don’t have the 
money to support everyone who has the 
potential.
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What do you look for in emerging 
artists?

Usually you’ve been published in a 
few places, or you’ve produced some 
superb work and we want to see more of 
it. A good third of the people we give 
money to don’t have an established writ
er’s track record. I had a decade of apply
ing for grants and being drip-fed them. 
They were inordinately welcome. I fon
dled all over the cheques when they 
arrived. And I was not an established writ
er during this time.

Can I believe the Literary Fund is as 
egalitarian as you say? This seems to be 
a very 60’s philosophy. How have these 
attitudes survived in the “more mar
ket” 80s?

It’s survived, speaking for this Literary 
Fund, because the group of people on it 
had their ideas moulded in the sixties. We 
are liberal humanists who are not ashamed 
of that label. But a change of government 
and a change of appointees can mean a 
change in thinking, then, who knows?

Do you support a quota system for 
New Zealand music on the radio and 
New Zealand drama on TV?

Emphatically, yes! And it seems stupid 
to me that they would import poms, like 
Julian Mounter, to take the key media 
jobs.

Is there a creative writing course or 
residency in New Zealand you would 
like to be part of, as a teacher or partic
ipant?

No, I ’m not interested in Menton or 
Sargeson. “The Menton” is a Katherine 
Mansfield scholarship for a writer in resi
dence in France and “ Sargeson” is a 
scholarship for a writer in residence in 
Auckland. I look forward to support and 
patronage but I want to work in my own 
setting. I get enough stimulation from my 
family. Writers’ colonies work for people 
who find the solitude of writing irksome.

W hereas I enjoy it very much. As for 
teaching, I’m not a teacher.

Can bad teaching wreck the poten
tial of an artist or writer in the way 
they say it can wreck the voice of a 
singer?

It surely can. If you’re put in a straight 
jacket and they only want realism, that 
could affect you really badly if you want 
to write about how you see the things 
inside of you rather than the outside. A 
very authoritarian teacher’s voice can 
loom large in a child’s eyes, as early as 
primary school. I don’t have warm mem
ories of school. I agree with the axing of 
school certificate.

But you’re very well educated. Was 
that in spite of your schooling?

I ’m naturally curious. I have the sup
port of my family, too. Only conservative 
business people are interested in the nar
row range of information exam results 
can give you. School should be about 
educating the whole person. It’s a glory 
and an honour to progressive teachers 
who are in the system that they are slowly 
changing it. Fine, if people want to take 
outside exams. Let the range of possibili
ties be as broad as possible. Education 
should be there for everyone to dip in and 
out of, not just children.

“A prophet in their own country is 
seldom heeded.’ Would a bleaker end
ing for The Bone People have alienated 
too many readers here?

There is a version where I ’ve written 
Simon off. I have the only copy. Two 
overseas reviewers thought it should have 
ended at part three. That would have been 
u tterly  depressing . There had to be 
growth. A future to look forward to. But I 
never thought about the audience’s atti
tudes. I wrote it for me. It had its own 
imperatives. That doesn’t mean writing 
should ever escape the writer’s control. If 
it does get wild you come back and re



write and re-edit.
How are you going to mark 1990? 

Some groups have called for a boycott, 
but a sort of amnesia doesn’t seem like 
a very good idea. On the other hand, 
we don’t want a 365 day telethon.

No, we do not. We need recognition of 
the past and meditation on it.

Private or public recognition and 
meditation?

I’ll be with my family and community. 
We have a joke at home. We plan to 
declare O karito  a repub lic  in 1990. 
(That’s a joke.) The sort of festive binge 
Australia had is entirely inappropriate for 
us.

And inappropriate for them?
A lot of Koori people thought so.
To change direction completely, have 

you tried surimi?
Yes. I have some Japanese Surimi 

knives to make my own. I use them for 
sushi too. They are like a hand-worked 
mincing machine. It’s a wasteful way to 
use fish but one the Japanese have been 
using in their cooking for a very long 
time. It’s a waste of bloody good Hoki to 
turn it into commercial surimi here.

In The Bone People Kerewin stuffs a 
flounder with pineapple and celery. Do 
you have to bone the flounder first?

You cut through the spines with a pair 
of nail scissors and lift most of the skele
ton out. I ruined ten or twenty good floun
der before I got the hang of it.

It’s a pretty faddy thing to do to a 
flounder?

Yes, but quite de liberate  as far as 
K erew in is concerned. S h e’s got the 
empty time to fill.

Have you got a favourite canned 
fish?

Sardines.
I was hoping you’d have a fabulous 

recipe for canned tuna, which I think is 
very under-rated.

I like to eat it with a dressing of light 
oil and cider vinegar, piled into half an 
avocado. At one stage I w ouldn’t eat 
canned tuna because of the m assive 
slaughter of tuna going on, but friends in

It worries me 
immensely that there are 

still good beginning 
writers out there who 

do not get the 
encouragement.

Project Jonah say that’s no longer happen
ing.

In The Bone People  K erewin  
harvests some rock oyster out of season. 
Is that her right to kai moana?

Yes. It’s only law with rock oysters that 
you can’t strip a rock bare. People have 
been eating them here for centuries using 
that law.

Do you think the government has the 
right approach to managing the fish
eries of Aotearoa?

They’ve made an awful hash of it. 
There was enough out there to feed us for
ever. A few gross people have grown filthy 
rich by hitting the breeding shoals. Then 
they wonder why the numbers drop. They 
didn’t realize that Hoki is a very slow- 
growing fish, which doesn’t breed until 
it’s about 20 years old. There’s a lot of 
feeling about this on the coast. Any fisher- 
person where I live will give you an earful 
if you raise the subject down there. And 
my retort to Pakeha people who question 
the W aitangi T ribunal’s decision  for 
Maori control of the fisheries is to say, 
“Well, what have you done with it? You 
got rid of the oysters on Stewart Island 
w ithin ten years of having access to 
them.”

Is life getting tougher down on the 
coast? My impression here in Auckland 
is that hard times haven’t affected the 
middle classes. The restructuring and 
the crash have only meant shelving the 
overseas trip and m oving from  
Remuera to Ponsonby. Is there a mid
dle class on the coast which has 
remained relatively immune?

T here’s always been money on the 
coast. We are a stratified society. The old

In spite of the 
communication revolution 
I don't think there's as 
much contact between the 
south and the north as 
there was 20 years ago.

established farming families have always 
looked after their own. Tree fellers, min
ers and fisherfolk have the money some
times, but they don’t inherit wealth. Some 
of the business people, who were better 
off than most, have gone down the tubes.

The biggest division that’s appeared is 
with the people at the bottom. We’ve had 
an influx of dispossessed, homeless peo
ple. Misfits, petty criminals. When the 
forestry department closed down at Hari 
Hari, for instance, the social welfare 
streamed a group of city people into the 
houses there. It was a disaster, They 
didn’t fit in. There were letters to the 
paper about them. And vandalism on the 
houses. Assaults increased. Most have 
now been pushed elsewhere. Hari Hari 
means a dance or song of joy. Highly 
inappropriate. The established community 
closed ranks against them. Some people 
were prepared to make them feel at home 
but they wore out their welcome. 
Hokitika had the same problem. Westport 
booted them out of town -  marched some 
of them down to the bus and said “Don’t 
come back!”

This hasn’t touched Auckland. It 
wasn’t reported in our media as far as I 
know.

In spite of the communication revolu
tion I don’t think there’s as much contact 
between the south and the north as there 
was 20 years ago.

Will your new book Homeplaces put 
us in touch?

No. It’s designed to tell you peculiarly 
and explicitly what my places and people 
are like. Coasters in general are extraordi
narily hospitable, they know their com
munities, they know their genealogies, 
and yet they have a meanness of spirit.

Would they be offended to hear you 
say that?

I don’t care. I say it to their faces. It’s 
true.

Longtime Labour voters I know say 
they won’t vote in the next election. 
Will you?

Yes. Our family are committed Labour 
supporters. Our MP is Whetu Tirikatene- 
Sullivan and our votes as a family are 
more or less tied together. The first time I
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voted I didn’t enjoy it very much because 
I had the feeling it didn’t matter a toss. 
And yet there was such struggle and pain 
that people before us went through to get 
the vote. That struggle  h a sn ’t been 
emphasized enough.

I feel hurt and betrayed at what some 
Labour Party politicians have done. You 
vote for a certain commitment and then 
you don’t get it. That speaks to the futility 
of voting. And this is not to criticise the 
individual input of Whetu Tirikatene- 
Sullivan. I can’t spoil a voting paper. It 
still speaks as a small piece of empower
ing that’s been done by generations past 
and I must not ignore what they’ve done.

In your book L ost P ossession s, 
Jaban claims the driver’s licence and 
the twenty-first party are “faded futile 
rites w ith no m ystery or pain  
attached.” Is that going to be true of 
voting for young people doing it for the 
first time in the next elections?

I think so. I was standing on a soap 
box when I wrote Lost Possessions. It’s 
being made into a film in Holland. Not 
many people have noticed it here.

It suggested to me the failure of a 
patriarch to grasp the creative poten

tial which could em erge from his 
imprisonment. He pays very dearly for 
that failure of imagination.

In a dim way he is aware of another’s 
anguish but he hasn’t the imaginative skill 
to act on that awareness.

Do you like to be involved with the 
design and publishing of your books?

Yes, and every writer should have the 
ability to do this. The more control we 
have of our work the better. Hodder and 
Stoughton give me this freedom here. 
With overseas publishers some awful cov
ers can get into print and I have no con
trol. Certain colours are instant turnoffs. 
People won’t pick up a book with a pale 
blue cover.

How do you view your work on the 
Indecent Publications tribunal? Are 
you censoring our reading?

We look at 1200 to 1500 titles a year. 
They are mostly pictures. I ’m happy to 
censor them. I can’t see it does any good 
to provide violent wanking material. No 
apologies about that. I will fight for good 
books. I went to bat for Black and White. 
It was a collection of poetry, short stories 
and photos of gay males with their white 
or black lovers. Some people objected to

the constant use of four letter words. But, 
what the hell, it had genuine literary 
merit.

As a woman often travelling alone, 
have you experienced sexual harass
ment, or subtly worse treatment than 
you think a man in an equivalent posi
tion would receive?

I’m convinced of that. I’ve been very 
public about my gender neuter status. 
People find that hard to handle. They still 
want to see a man around. Even in as pub
lic a place as a hotel bar, people can be as 
obnoxious as anything and if you say any
thing about it you’re the troublemaker.

T here’s a wom en’s hotel open in 
London now. Would you stay at such a 
facility?

Yes, I read about that. It sounds great.
Jane Austen never wrote a scene 

where there were only men present. 
She d id n ’t seem  to think a woman 
could accurately represent a m an’s 
world. What do you think?

She was a genius and a woman of her 
time. I think you can be anyone and any
thing in your head. There you are not lim
ited by who and what you are. ■

LE T TE R S
-  and we are heartened that 
women are talking/thinking/act- 
ing on their housing needs and 
that these needs have now 
received government recognition 
and support.

However we have to correct 
the information on the role of 
DSW in the scheme of things.

When the news of the hous
ing funding appeared it the 
papers we were excited -  we 
thought we “had to be it” 
because we were already in the 
process of establishing ourselves 
as a legal entity and we had a 
great, achievable project to put 
forward. We also had heard that 
DSW was supposed to supply 
back-up funding. We decided, 
though, to check this out for our
selves and two of us tripped off 
to Wellington -  “just looking, 
thanks”. Lo and behold, (as we 
had rather suspected) Housing 
Corp had budgeted for its share 
of Helen Clark’s package for 
women but DSW had dipped out 
completely -  there were no 
wages, no short-fall, no back-up, 
no administration funds avail
able. As far as we know these 
services are still not included in 
this year’s DSW budget.

The Housing for Women 
Trust scheme met all the criteria
-  Housing Corp were willing 
and able to give 100 percent

mortgage finance at seven per
cent interest for the first year, but 
DSW told us that we didn’t fit 
any of their criteria and we could 
not have support funding. Our 
reaction was that if there was no 
support funding there was no 
way we would enter into any 
mortgage agreement. We had no 
intention of setting ourselves up 
to fail.

After a flurry of communica
tions between Wellington and 
Christchurch government depart
ments we were advised to make 
a direct application to the 
Minister of Social Welfare, Dr 
Michael Cullen. This was suc
cessful and we received a grant 
to cover short-fall in rent and 
some administration costs, but 
no wages. To pay for a full-time 
co-ordinator we had to apply to 
COGS and other trusts.

If DSW had come to the party 
and covered Helen Clark’s pro
posal for support money for 
groups such as ours it would not 
have cost them much. We appear 
to be the only women’s housing 
trust to use the special fund so 
far. It would also have relieved 
us of a great deal of anxiety and 
extra work and, as well, it would 
have relieved a little of the strain 
on COGS’ funding.

We do have some written 
information on the aims and phi
losophy of the Trust and the pro

cess we went through which is 
available to others who may be 
interested in our particular ver
sion of housing. Write to us at 
PO Box 13476, Christchurch. 

DAPHNE TERPSTRA 

for the Housing for Women 
Trust
Christchurch

FEARS, DREAMS AND DESIRES
Dear Broadsheet,
Congratulations to Lisa Sabbage 
for the stimulating interview 
with Alexis Hunter. Her ques
tions were pertinent and gave an 
excellent follow-up to viewing 
“FE ARS/DRE AMS/DESIRES ” 
held recently at the Auckland 
City Art Gallery. Well done and 
much appreciated.

CLAUDIA POND EYLEY 

Auckland

NEW TIMES?
Dear Broadsheet,
I attended Allanah Ryan’s work
shop “New Times” at the femi
nism meets socialism conference 
and for me it was one of the 
most thought provoking I attend
ed. I d idn’t attend Alison 
Laurie’s “know your isms” but 
from speaking with women who 
did and after reading Cushla 
Managh’s review of it I wish I 
had, if only to reassure myself 
that it wasn’t as simplistic as it 
sounded.

Is Alison Laurie really sug
gesting that if you are hetero
sexual, male, Pakeha, middle- 
class, able-bodied etc, then you 
are always and necessarily privi
leged -  and were therefore 
entitled to be given a biscuit in 
the workshop? And that women 
with the biscuits were the most 
“privileged”?

If indeed the “biscuit exer
cise” was intended to show who 
is “privileged” in our society, 
then the simplicity of the notions 
underlying it, and their useful
ness for feminist practice, are 
exactly what Allanah Ryan -  as 
well as Alison Jones, Camille 
Guy, and Gay Simpkin in their 
workshop -  were calling into 
question. As Alison Jones 
argued in a workshop entitled 
“Post-feminism -  Let’s have a 
better go at theory”, it’s too sim
plistic to argue that as a woman 
she is always and necessarily 
oppressed by (all) men, when the 
material conditions of her life 
and those of many other middle 
class “professional” women 
(their “privileges” if you like) far 
exceed those of many men -  
including the man who controls 
the gate at the University she 
drives through each day.

Similarly, it is not possible to 
argue that heterosexual women 
are by definition in a privileged 

continued on page 37
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B A
Pat Rosier

O O

Child sexual abuse figures are 
under attack in New Zealand 
from both the reactionary and 

“liberal” media. Optimists working in 
the field see this as a sign that feminists 
have made progress in making sexual 
abuse a social issue and getting some 
services operating to deal with it. It cer
tainly is a continuing lesson in the fool
ishness of taking anything for granted -  
as soon as change occurs a counter
move to contest it is mounted.

The same phenomena are occurring all 
over the world. While in London earlier 
this year I interviewed Liz Kelly and 
Linda Regan, workers in the child abuse 
studies unit at North London Polytech, 
about developments in dealing with child 
sexual abuse in England since Cleveland 
(see box), and their work at the unit. It is 
important to note that social services are 
organised differently in England from the 
way they are here: local bodies are gener
ally responsible for the investigation and 
follow-up of sexual abuse cases, a role 
that is taken by the Department of Social 
Welfare in New Zealand.

Can the fact that there is a backlash 
be seen as evidence of progress?

Liz Kelly I think it’s that somehow 
child sexual abuse encapsulates a lot of 
the challenges that feminism is making, 
both around the family and male sexuali
ty. I t’s opened those up into the public 
arena in a way that the abuse of adult 
women didn’t. The backlash is coming 
both from men organising because we’re 
challenging their sexual access to children 
and young women, and from politicians 
and others who don’t want the feminist 
issue on their agenda.

In Britain it is complicated. There was 
a real attempt to shift back into denial 
with Cleveland -  that number of children 
couldn’t possibly be being abused, let 
alone anally. The inquiry, if you read it 
carefully, says maybe the problem isn’t 
that children weren’t abused but the way 
the professionals handled it, although that 
isn’t how it was presented in the media.

Linda Regan One of the recommen
dations that came out of the Cleveland 
Inquiry was to find better ways for police 
and social services to work together.

Liz Our concern is particularly that 
everyone is wanting procedures and mod
els to work from and everything written 
down, pushed into a legal/medical way of 
thinking. Somehow, if you can’t prove 
legally and medically that a child was 
abused, then you can ’t say they Were, 
even if you have a child who has told sev

eral people. You can’t say a child has been 
abused unless an investigation that fits 
into the legal model of proof and evidence 
can be done. And that is terrifying in its 
implications for children and mothers.

We know there are organisations that 
are getting phone calls from  mothers 
every day who are desperate. What are 
they going to do? They believe the child, 
but it doesn’t fit into this model of how 
everything has got to be proved. In some 
cases the man involved is a very powerful 
individual and I ’m not sure how long it 
will be before we have to get into the kind 
of methods they are having to use in the 
US to protect mothers and children, which 
is basically underground networks. People 
want certainty, they want a model. They 
won’t work with the complexity and diffi
culties of what child sexual abuse actually 
means.

Child sexual abuse 
encapsulates a lot 
of the challenges 

feminism is making, 
both around 
the family 

and male sexuality
Linda You get ludicrous cases like the 

one we had the other day where the child 
was being abused by her brother. The 
brother was under age, there was no way 
there was going to be a criminal investiga
tion, yet the whole thing was treated as if 
there was. The child was submitted to full 
medical diagnosis, the whole works, com
pletely unnecessarily. What Cleveland has 
done to the social service departments 
concerns me greatly in that it has put the 
most incredible amount of fear and pres
sure onto social workers because to take a 
case to court and lose it means trouble. If 
you lose it and the ch ild  goes hom e 
you’ve lost that child.

Interestingly, in Cleveland, in five 
cases children who were sent home in pre
cisely those circumstances have since 
been re-referred.

What do you mean cases?
L iz  They never came clean in the 

Cleveland report and said “this is the pro
portion of children actually abused and 
this is the proportion who weren’t. There 
were only 12 families involving 26 chil
dren in which there was some question 
about whether there was abuse or not. 
And since the report was published five of

the families -  so it involves more than 
five children — have been re-referred to 
the social services department because 
someone still has concern about those 
children. It was never picked up by the 
press that it was only in these 12 cases 
that the Cleveland Inquiry looked at that 
there was any doubt that the children 
were abused.

Would you talk a little more about 
the ideas you are developing around 
not taking the child out of the family.

Liz There are several levels to it. As 
feminists we want abusive men prosecut
ed. But given how the legal system is 
constructed at the moment the possibili
ties of doing that, especially with really 
young children, are fairly low. We feel 
that workers ought to know that and work 
with it. So if you are talking about pro
tecting children the best route that you 
have is to work with and enable mothers 
to believe and support them. And when 
the abuser is a household member, to 
work with the mother to exclude that 
person from the household. It doesn’t 
necessarily have to be the police who 
remove them. A woman can take out an 
injunction with a local authority -  there 
are proceedings that local authorities can 
use to get the court to remove the abuser. 
What some local authorities have done is 
take the mother and the children out so 
they can have some space.

But the biggest problem is how people 
think about mothers.

In a lot of theoretical understandings 
mothers are seen to have a role in causing 
the abuse, so there’s a need to challenge 
the family dysfunction ideas that actually 
suggest it’s women’s behaviour that caus
es men to abuse their children.

And then there’s how you think about 
how women should respond once the 
abuse has happened. A lot of people 
expect mothers, when they’re told, to be 
able to just respond immediately, be the 
perfect mother and immediately protect 
their child, instead of understanding that 
you are telling her possibly the worst 
thing she could imagine, other than that 
her child had been killed. She has all sorts 
of emotions and difficulties and feelings 
around it and she has to be given the 
opportunity to say those things without it 
being seen that to mean she is not going 
to protect the child.

One of the things we do in training to 
try and enable workers to think about that 
is to say, “don’t think about other women, 
think about yourself. How would you feel 
if someone came and told you that the
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man you had chosen to live with, you had 
had children with, had abused your chil
dren. What would you feel?” Most of 
them say “I don’t think I ’d be able to 
believe it, I ’d want it not to be true.” 
Which is precisely what lots of mothers 
say. People read that as saying “I won’t 
believe it” which isn’t what mothers are 
saying. But if you do read it like that you 
take the child away.

Who has the woman got? She’s often 
only got the man. And she can only have 
him if she believes he didn’t do it. I think 
th a t’s what happened in a num ber of 
cases in Cleveland. Because work with 
mothers wasn’t done sensitively enough, 
they didn’t recognise what it was they 
were telling women.

L in d a  There is one local 
authority I know of where they 
have guidelines that say you need 
two workers -  one specifically to 
work with the mother and one to 
work with the child. Then they 
target the mother first and fore
most - providing there are work
ers available, which is the other 
major problem. There is a whole 
resources question.

In fact, the situation in some 
social services departments is past 
breaking point with massive num
bers of child abuse cases -  physi
cal and sexual -  unallocated, with 
no w orker on the case at all. 
Because they have a statutory 
responsibility to do investigations, 
in a lot of cases they are doing 
very good ones, but they’ve got 
no follow-up because they just 
don’t have the workers. Some 
workers have actually said to me 
that they feel that sometimes it’s 
better not to go in at all if you 
can’t guarantee you’ve got the 
right kind of follow-up.

Liz Our way of thinking is that moth
ers are the best people, along with the 
social worker or whatever to do the thera
peutic work with children, with support 
for the mothers. Issues don’t come up 
with children when they’ve got their one 
hour a week or fortnight therapy session, 
and if we are talking about the numbers 
of children we know are being abused, 
we haven’t got the resources, anyway. So 
actually  working w ith people in the 
child’s network -  and it may be their 
granny sometimes or whoever -  so they 
can cope with whatever it is that comes 
up and help children deal with it and have 
support to deal with their own feeling 
around it, then that’s going to be the best 
way for the children.

Mothers can be just as distressed as 
the child about what comes up so they 
must have support. There’s one amazing 
account by a mother of going through the

experience with a child and what it meant 
to cope with the nightmares, the rage, the 
fact that (in that case it was the grandfa
ther who abused the child and he called it 
“I love you kissing”) whenever she said 
“I love you” to her little daughter the 
daughter thought she wanted to do what 
the grandfather did. The despair and the 
pain that that brought up! She was a very 
strong woman who had a supportive net
work of women friends, but if you are not 
in that position there are ways in which 
you can silence children and not allow 
them to work through things because you 
don’t know how to deal with them your
self. It’s not that mothers don’t want to 
but because it’s hard.

What do you see as the role of pro

fessionals? I mean social workers, ther
apists, child sexual abuse “specialists” 
and so on.

Liz It’s complicated and has lots of 
levels. The role they don’t take that I 
think they’re going to have to take if they 
are going to keep this work, is a political 
role. They can’t just be professionals. The 
real problem is people who see it as just a 
career path. That both stops the move
ment of knowledge and expertise out
wards because people become protective 
because it’s “their” area, so they’re not 
empowering any other workers. That’s a 
huge problem  that we notice here in 
England, because it’s become so profes
sionalised. Women who work in refuges 
for example feel they can’t do work on 
child sexual abuse because they don’t 
know enough. What I always say to them 
is “You spend your whole day working 
with women and children on really diffi

cult issues, th e re ’s lots of paralle ls 
between domestic violence and child sex
ual abuse, lots, and it’s because the pro
fessionals have taken over you think you 
can’t do it, not because you haven’t got 
the skills, because you have and you use 
them every day.”

I also think we have to acknowledge 
that working in an area for a length of 
time means that you develop a certain 
expertise but then there’s what do you do 
with that. Do you share it and want to 
pass it around as much as possible and 
discuss it to be challenged about it, or use 
it just for yourself?

Linda When it comes to follow-up in 
a lot of cases mothers and children are 
not given any choice, the whole family is 

just referred to whatever the pro
fessional thinks they need and 
that’s it, whereas it might be the 
last thing the mother or the child 
wants. And because family thera
py is so dominant, is what you do 
in these cases, families get shoved 
into it without individual wishes 
being taken into account.

L iz  And what does choice 
m ean in that context as well? 
When the mother and child know 
that if they don’t co-operate the 
ch ild  m ight be taken away or 
whatever, even where their views 
are sought, do they really feel they 
can say it’s not what they want?

There’s a whole issue about 
choice and autonomy and involv
ing children that’s ongoing here as 
well. And an issue about whether 
it might actually be important for 
the child that somebody else takes 
responsibility for the decisions at 
this stage. Usually the abuser’s 
strategy has been to make them 
feel as though they are responsible 
for everything that might happen 

if they tell anybody, so keeping on asking 
the child do you want this, do you want 
that, may reinforce the message they have 
had all the way through.

On the other hand, when you’re talk
ing about adolescents and older children, 
there are a lot of questions about autono
my. We know a lot of teachers who are 
committed to working with young people 
and find it very confusing to have chil
dren tell them something and say “but 
you’re not to tell anybody else”. One part 
of what they believe wants to accept that 
from the child and another part of what 
they believe makes them feel maybe there 
should be some outside intervention 
because the child is carrying just too 
much responsibility.

So there are all sorts of issues that we 
are talking through and discussing but 
there aren’t any easy answers - and that’s 
what everybody wants. We have to face

In Cleveland, England, in 1987, reported cases of child sexual 
abuse rose from an average of 30 a month to 110 in June of 
that year. There were longstanding disagreements between 
social service workers and the police on procedures for deal
ing with this abuse, and a public outcry developed which led 
to a judicial inquiry. The report of this inquiry (known gener
ally as The Cleveland Report) was widely -  and often badly -  
reported throughout Britain. The circumstances of “ the 
Cleveland affair” were complex and have been written about 
in Unofficial Secrets by Beatrix Campbell, published by 
Virago. Public outrage was vented more on those diagnosing 
and reporting the abuse than on the perpetrators; in fact the 
outcry was fueled by some families of the children con
cerned. There was wide public discussion about the use of 
anal dilation as a diagnostic tool. (Beatrix Campbell points 
out that it was seldom explained what this term means. She 
explains it thus: “an anus which very regularly accommodates 
incoming objects not only shows small scars and a smoothed 
verge but also opens spontaneously. It was a familiar sign in 
the literature of forensic pathology and had long been regard
ed as suggestive of buggery.” But apparently when observed 
in young children, as was the case in Cleveland, it was not to 
be considered to have the same meaning, even when - as was 
usually the case among the Cleveland children -  other evi
dence of sexual abuse was present.)
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that there aren’t any easy answers. We 
have to face that sometimes, even with 
lots of support, women choose abusive 
males, and that’s really hard to do.

We’ve also got to cope with the fact 
that a few women sexually abuse chil
dren, and that’s really hard to deal with as 
well. That’s just beginning to come up in 
discussions between women. There are 
adult survivors who have been abused by 
women and we have disallow ed them 
from saying that, and our services have 
not been available to them because we 
have not wanted to hear it. We’ve got to 
be brave enough to face that.

One of the fears about that is the 
way it is used against women.

Liz Yes. But us not speaking about it 
ju s t gives them  m ore space to use it 
against us and we’ve got to work out what 
a feminist understanding of and approach 
to that would be so they we’re not pushed 
into a comer each time somebody men
tions it, or we can’t defend our analysis 
because that’s what thrown at it.

Linda We know so little about women 
who sexually abuse and that’s the main 
problem. We haven’t looked at it, we 
don’t have the information.

Liz  And we don’t know what’s the 
same and what’s different for the person 
w ho’s been abused. I t ’s a m istake to 
assume both that it’s all the same or that 
it’s all different. I think there are at least 
two things going on. There’s the debate in 
the wider world and there are the discus
sions we are trying to have with each 
other as feminists.

There are all sorts of issues we need to 
talk about around racism, for example, for 
Black women and children. And around 
d isab ility  and how we find  ways of 
enabling children of different abilities to 
communicate if their experience is that 
they are being abused. There are so many 
levels on which we are having to work 
while at the same time deal with the jug
gernaut of professionalism and profes
sional takeover that’s happening out there 
and do our own work and take things for
ward. You can feel like you are kind of 
sinking under this mountain of issues.

Can you talk a little about the work 
of this unit?

Liz  W hat’s special about it -  and I 
don’t know how we manage to exist in 
some ways - is, as far as I know, we are 
the only institution within an educational 
institution that is committed to develop
ing feminist theory and practice in rela
tion to any area of sexual violence. There 
are lots of groups in the voluntary sector 
but actually with institutional support - of 
sorts - we’re unique.

We do lots of different things. The 
extent to which we can do them is depen
dent on the fact that we don’t have a lot of 
funding and we are fairly marginal. We

do training - mainly with social workers -  
that’s how it started. And we train nursery 
workers, clinical psychologists, and more 
recently we’ve been getting into doing 
training with women’s groups who have 
developed around other issues but are 
wanting to develop in this area - like 
refuges. The two other women who work 
here have a project for next year devising 
training for trainers - like social work 
trainers. They are developing this model 
of how to use what is our basic three day 
training course to also do one day courses 
on very specific detailed things.

We do consultancy work - lots of peo
ple phone us up about specific cases. A lot 
of that work I think is networking. We put 
a lot of people in touch with each other. 
Sometimes i t ’s talking through issues 
ourselves. We do a bit of research consul
tancy too. Then we are a resource and 
netw orking organisation . We have a 
feminist bibliography that’s updated every 
six months. We organise a series of semi
nars for practitioners where we try and 
face some of the difficult issues we have 
raised today and people come from all 
over the country to those. Then we do 
research.

To protect children 
the best route is to work 

with and enable 
mothers to believe and 

support them.

And we do political work. We’ve been 
lobbying MPs and when issues come up 
in the House of Commons we send long 
letters trying to explain what the issues 
are from our perspective. Also we are try
ing to facilitate the emergence of a femi
nist coalition nationwide against child 
sexual abuse, bringing together feminists 
from the voluntary sector and feminists 
who work in professional capacities. 
We’re hoping there will be a conference in 
December.

We actually put out a statement on the 
Cleveland Inquiry, which wasn’t picked 
up by the press, but has been picked up by 
women’s groups up and down the country. 
So that’s another level on which we are 
trying to work, trying to build something 
stronger than a network, because if there 
isn ’t a strong understanding amongst 
grassroots feminists and radical profes
sionals then we can’t respond to a back
lash effectively.

I think lots of women think because 
child sexual abuse is so obviously a huge 
problem  there’s no going back. They 
don’t have a sense of history and knowing 
these issues came up before, in the late

19th and early 20th century and then dis
appeared for 20 years. Sexual abuse 
didn’t go away but feminist organising 
around it became less effective.

All these things we do better at some 
times than others. Until very recently I 
was the only full-time worker here and 
we have minimal resources, We don’t 
have any core funding. We get the office, 
my salary was paid for a year and after 
that we had to get half of it from money 
we earned doing training. Now Linda and 
I are both funded by an external research 
grant and our two colleagues have to earn 
the money by doing training. So now all 
the institution gives us is the room. That’s 
got to do with all sorts of things like cut
backs in education. We very much want 
to stay in touch with the grassroots and 
what’s going on for women’s groups

And then we do research. Linda and I 
are working on a prevalence study. There 
hasn’t been a “good” prevalence study in 
Britain, so we’ve just got funding to do 
that. It will cover 1200 16-21 year olds. 
We’ve only just begun. It’s an 18-month 
project. We’re trying to broaden what’s 
been done in earlier studies, to broaden 
the kinds of things that we’re asking to 
include physical abuse, which has until 
recently been the major issue that social 
workers have dealt with, and also physi
cal and sexual violence between young 
people themselves. It’s going to be done 
on a questionnaire basis.

How will the group be selected?
Linda  From tertiary education col

leges across courses, designed to try and 
get the balance right in terms of race, 
class, gender. It will be around the coun
try so we get rural and urban mixes.

W here has the funding for the 
project come from?

Liz Something called the Economic 
and Social Research Council, which funds 
most social science research. It’s the first 
official grant that I know of to do with 
sexual violence, granted with the knowl
edge that the research is to be feminist. 
There are lots of women who have done 
research but they have usually done it as 
part of their PhD or something similar 
and haven’t had a formal grant.

Linda One thing we are doing that is 
different is going in ahead and set up 
back-up facilities before we go into the 
schools. So not only will we be around if 
any of the young people who respond to 
the questionnaire want to talk but there 
will be ongoing facilities there for that to 
happen. One of the problems about doing 
anything like this is that young people are 
being asked to remember something they 
may have buried, and we want to ensure 
we don’t just leave them with that situa
tion, that if something does come up there 
will be people there who can help them 
deal with it. ■
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a STORM in
As the abortion battle takes on global proportions, Lisa

Anti-abortion  fanatics like to 
portray them selves as “The 

L Gathering Storm” of the moral 
right, raining down upon the “evil” of 
abortion. They have a lot invested in 
this metaphor of gathering clouds, also 
popular with the m edia, because it 
implies a gathering of power worldwide 
against the pro-choice lobby.

Certainly feminist women around the 
world can hear alarm bells ringing as they 
witness a reactionary backlash against 
gains they thought they had already won. 
Issues like the recognition  of sexual 
abuse, the principle of pay equity, lesbian 
and gay visibility and now, a woman’s 
right to choose an abortion, are once 
again under threat from  conservative 
politicians fuelled  by fundam entalist 
Christians. They would have us go back to 
procuring illegal abortions and women 
dying painful and degrading deaths.

The United States Supreme Court 
decision in July this year gave each 
state in that country the legal right to 
deny women abortions, a decision 
which has given rise to renewed femi
nist activism -  see Eleanor B ader’s 
report on this later in the article. The 
July decision came after years of whit
tling away at the 1973 Supreme Court 
(Roe versus Wade) ruling that women 
could choose abortion.

This y e a r ’s about-face by the 
Supreme Court was not made in a vac- 
cuum. It com es after a decade of 
intense campaigning by fundamentalist 
Christian groups staunchly opposed to 
abortion.

The most recent manifestation of this 
campaign is O peration Rescue. More 
organised and sophisticated than previous 
anti-abortion groups, its tactics are to 
blockade abortion clin ics nationally , 
harassing women entering and leaving the 
clinics. In January this year, led by arch 
anti-abortion campaigner Randall Terry, 
the group stampeded a family planning 
centre in New York, trying to ram through 
the doors. The group aims to close clinics 
by having so m any people barricade 
the doors that the police cannot handle

the crowds.
Operation Rescue has been carefully 

constructed by Randall Terry and other far 
right extremists like Moral Majority lead
er Jerry Falwell with the media in mind. 
Tabloid television has a field day with 
Terry’s campaign to “save babies”, and 
his strategic use of emotive words like 
“murder” is a ratings gift as far as TV is 
concerned.

Pro-choice advocates (these are women 
who may not personally choose an abor
tion, but support a wom an's righ t to 
choose) are attempting to unmask Randall 
Terry to the public at large. A number of 
lawsuits have been filed, including one by 
the National Organisation for Women 
which charges Terry with racketeering, 
extortion, antitrust violations, and trying 
to close down a legitimate place of busi
ness -  the clinics.

Tabloid Television has 
a field day with Terry's 

campaign to "save 
babies"... a ratings gift 

as far as TV is 
concerned.

It seems that the finances of Randall 
Terry and Operation Rescue are as ques
tionable as their anti-abortion attacks. 
According to a report in the April issue of 
MS magazine, Terry has not filed for non
profit status, which demands the release 
of financial information. Attorney Mary 
Gundrum has the testimony of Terry’s 
bookkeeper that she no longer deposits 
cheques, but gives them to Terry who in 
some way or another cashes them. This is 
incredible considering the size of some of 
the cheques -  $10,000 from Jerry Falwell 
of the Moral Majority for instance.

Various local pro-choice groups have 
taken more immediate action, winning 
injunctions and fines to stop the Operation 
Rescue sit-ins. They stress that they’re not 
opposed to people demonstrating, but that

it should be done across the street, with
out blocking clinic doors or harassing 
women. Terry and Operation Rescue each 
owe NOW $25,000 for blocking a New 
York City clinic, but collecting fines is 
proving almost impossible -  not surpris
ing if Operation Rescue’s fmancial status 
is as shady as it appears.

... you can almost 
smell the hellfire and 

brimstone.

Pro-choice activists are also placing 
their faith in the general public -  there has 
been an outcry at Terry’s tactics which 
have jaded the reputation of the anti
choice movement to some extent. Recent 
developments among other fundamental
ist-based  groups -  the revelation  of 
Jimmy Bakker’s “moral” and financial 
corruption for example -  have also left 
the US public with a bitter taste of right 
wing religious politics in its mouth.

W hat of this “gathering sto rm ” 
metaphor? Things look pretty bad in the 
States, what about the rest of the world? 
A quick look shows that clouds of anti
abortion groups have been appearing and 
are very strong in some countries. But in 
others they have been dispersed by femi
n ist groups conscious of the need to 
remain alert, or have proven ineffective 
where women’s rights are entrenched in 
the law.

Across the border in Canada the courts 
have been tested by men attempting to 
prevent former wives/girlfriends from 
having abortions. In July an injunction 
brought against Chantal Diagle by her 
former boyfriend barred her from having 
an abortion. The Quebec court upheld the 
injunction, but its decision was over
turned by the Canadian Supreme Court on 
the basis of a woman’s “security of per
son”. An almost identical case in Ontario 
had the same result. W om en’s rights 
groups in Canada are extrem ely 
mobilised, working at provincial levels as 
well as with central government.
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Sabbage asks whether we need to review our strategies.

Australia’s abortion laws are governed 
state by state — it’s still illegal to have an 
abortion in Tasmania for example, and 
women there must fly to the more liberal 
states of Victoria, South Australia or New 
South Wales. In Queensland, a state noto
rious for its conservatism, a man sought 
an injunction to stop his estranged wife 
from  having an abortion . As in the 
Canadian cases, the court found in her 
favour, ruling that a man cannot force a 
woman to carry a foetus. According to 
one source, there are too many women at 
top levels o f the public  serv ice in 
Australia for anti-abortion legislation to 
be passed nationally.

In parts of Europe some governments 
not only permit abortion but have taken 
measures to guarantee that women have 
access to abortion. In Sweden, Denmark 
and the German Democratic Republic for 
example, governments ensure that there 
are abortion facilities in every region, and 
national health insurance covers the cost 
of the operation.

However in England where abortion is, 
in principle, available free-of-charge on 
the National Health Service, in practice 
the majority of abortions are carried out 
in private clinics and privately paid for 
because the NHS is unable or unwilling to 
treat all the women in need of abortions. 
Under Thatcher, the NHS has been cut to 
shreds so it is hardly surprising that abor
tion services have been reduced.

You may be saying “so w hat?” to 
yourself -  all of this is happening on the 
o ther side of the w orld after all. 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t work like that. 
New Zealand is not as isolated and insu
lated as we once believed. A report in the 
August 23 issue of the New Zealand  
Tablet testifies to this:

“Operation Rescue, the American cam
paign to halt abortion, will soon be seen 
in New Zealand if an Auckland Catholic 
has his way... Phil O ’Connor [who teach
es at Sacred Heart College, Glen Innes] 
plans to launch Operation Rescue-New 
Zealand...

“For the past 18 months... change has 
been in the wind, through the actions of

Ross Bolton, the SPUC advertisements on 
television, the anti-abortion stances of two 
American Presidents (Reagan and Bush), 
Operation Rescue in the United States and 
the stances of the New Zealand Bishops 
with Cardinal Thomas Williams referring 
to abortion in this country as ‘legalised 
murder’.

There is a feeling of 
bitterness ...toward 

many MPs who have 
refused to support 

liberalising abortion 
and failed to condemn 

harassment of staff 
and women attending 

clinics.

The man O ’Connor refers to -  Ross 
Bolton -  has been arrested 13 times and 
sentenced five times for trespassing at 
Epsom Day Hospital. New Zealand’s own 
brand of Christian fundamentalist, Bolton 
is no d ifferen t from  A m ericans like 
Randall Terry, characterising abortion as 
“evil”, “illegal” and “murder”. He links 
abortion to “the denigration of mother
hood by lesbians and feminists who are 
trying to prevent other women from their 
own m otherhood...”. He calls lesbians 
“not-mothers” and concludes: “It is not 
difficult to see where this road leads, 
when champions of women’s rights bum 
with lust for their own depravity and 
actively work to deny normal mothers 
their motherhood -  the end of the road is 
the extinction of the human species”. It 
would be laughable if B olton d id n ’t 
believe every word of it, but as it is, you 
can almost smell the hellfire and brim
stone.

In New Zealand, abortion is governed 
by the Contraception, Sterilisation and 
Abortion Act, which requires women to 
obtain certification from two doctors that

having a child would be medically or psy
chologically damaging. Abortion is crimi
nal if it does not meet these regulations 
and as such appears in the Crimes Act, 
currently being reviewed by the govern
ment. Despite lobbying from abortion 
reform  groups like ALRANZ (the 
Abortion Law Reform Association of 
New Zealand) and WONAAC (Women’s 
National Abortion Action Campaign), the 
draft bill reviewing the Crimes Act does 
not mention decriminalising abortion.

Ideally, abortion would be taken out of 
the C rim es Act a ltogether and the 
Contraception, Sterilisation and Abortion 
Act would be repealed so that abortion 
could be freely available to women who 
decide they need one.

WONAAC and ALRANZ have had a 
bill drafted for some time now, but have 
been unable to find an MP willing to 
introduce it as a private member’s bill. 
There is a feeling of bitterness among 
women and lobby groups toward many 
MPs who have refused to support liberal
ising abortion legislation and failed to 
condemn harassment of staff and women 
attending clinics.

WONAAC, for example, is angry that 
“backbench women have been totally 
ineffectual. Margaret Shields has chosen 
to distance herself from the issue, failed to 
hold her Cabinet colleagues to manifesto 
promises, failed to support women seek
ing abortions publicly... Her Ministry is 
powerless, silent, bogged down in endless 
bureaucratic exercises. Shield’s excuse 
was that she did not want to jeopardise the 
Ministry -  what from: the criticism of 
anti-women groups? The Ministry did not 
even do a submission on the abortion sec
tions of the new Crimes Bill.”

The other factor angering many women 
is that access to abortion in this country is 
also constrained by where you live and 
the attitudes of local doctors and area 
health boards. Although the C S and A 
Act sets down that access to abortion must 
be geographically equitable, in practice 
this is far from being realised. For exam
ple, women on the West Coast of the 
South Island now have to travel all the
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The "gathering storm" 
of anti-abortion 

re-activism around the 
world is in fact 
nothing new.

way to Christchurch since the West Coast 
Health Board voted not to provide an 
abortion service. (Under the Act, area 
health boards are not obliged to provide 
an abortion service). Women in the lower 
central North Island are also forced to 
travel. Strong lobbying for an abortion 
clin ic to serve the Palm erston  
N orth/W anganui/Dannevirke area has 
been bogged down. The Health Board has 
deferred the decision meeting after meet
ing.

In the face of this blockading of law 
reform, and of conservative area health 
boards, what political tools are we left 
with? Lobbying may seem draining and 
pointless, but it must continue, especially 
with the likes of Ross Bolton spreading 
the right wing word. Pressure for law 
reform must continue to be placed on the 
government -  remember that Labour is 
aware of how much they need women’s 
votes to win the next election.

Accountability provisions adopted by

the New Labour Party at its June founding 
conference offer women only a glimmer 
of hope for reform. The party’s ruling 
council has 50 percent women member
ship and although personally not keen, 
Jim Anderton would be obliged to intro
duce a private members’ bill decriminalis
ing abortion if the ruling council agrees to 
take on the issue. Women in the NLP are 
pushing for Anderton to do this, but he 
may persuade the council that such a bill 
would hinder its 1990 election chances. 
On the abortion issue, then, the NLP 
remains an unknown quantity -  WON- 
AAC suggests that Christchurch women 
see A nderton locally  and that other 
national groups write and lobby the NLP.

We should never discount the threat 
fundamentalist anti-abortion groups pose 
to our right to choose abortion, but they 
need to believe their own propaganda to 
be effectual. Perhaps we should counter 
their “gathering storm ” with a “tidal 
wave” or simply blow it away with a 
“hurricane” of support for the right of 
women to choose abortion.

The conditions in countries where anti
abortion groups have so far proved inef
fective suggest the need for feminists to 
be visible and vocal on all issues, to work 
for a political climate in which the rights 
of women are recognised at a legislative 
and popular level.

In this light, the devolution of the pub

lic health system has important implica
tions for women. Hospital Boards have 
been replaced by Area Health Boards 
which are constrained by budget cuts 
imposed by the government. While guide
lines have been drafted indicating what 
services area health boards should pro
vide, it is questionable whether these are 
binding. It is feasible that health boards 
could see abortion services (or for that 
matter maternity services or AIDS educa
tion) as low priority and expendable. 
Perhaps we need to shift some of our 
energy toward ensuring that Area Health 
Boards, (as well as central government) 
are committed to providing abortion ser
vices. Lobbying at a local level of indi
vidual board members may become as 
important, if not more so, as lobbying 
MPs. WONAAC and ALRANZ do much 
valuable work and we need to support 
them in that work.

The “gathering storm” of anti-abortion 
re-activism around the world is in fact 
nothing new. It is symptomatic of a wider 
attem pt to silence fem inist voices. 
Women must have the right to choose and 
have access to abortion until such a time 
as the conditions which make it necessary 
are deconstructed . U ntil that time 
we must continue to protect those rights 
we have gained. Abortion is just one of 
them. ■

O n© w om a n's choice

It was something that was always a possibility -  getting preg
nant again -  but somehow I didn’t think it would happen to me. 
I didn’t think I’d ever be put in the position of having to decide 
what to do about it. Actually, deciding wasn’t the problem. I 
knew without a shadow of doubt that a termination was the 
only answer; there was no guilt or confusion about what I ’d 
decided, but it’s not something I did glibly or coldly -  it was 
best for everyone concerned. And feeling okay about my deci
sion was not easy considering I was brought up in a family 
where guilt was served with breakfast, lunch and tea!

Having decided, I went to the local doctor to find out just 
what I needed to do. That was my first big mistake because he 
turned out to be anti-abortion and went to great pains to con
vince me to keep the child. At this point I broke down a little, 
but I soon began to feel indignant that he was trying to change 
my mind in such a manipulative way. I also imagined him

doing the same thing to some woman less sure than I was. I 
told him how irresponsible it would be of me considering I was 
already a single parent with two jobs and insisted he give me 
the reference and phone to book me in to the Epsom Day 
Hospital. The receptionist (his wife) gave me the number and 
told me I’d have to arrange it. The hospital informed me that 
the appointment would need to be organised through the “con
senting” doctor. I phoned the surgery again to be fobbed off 
and in desperation rang the hospital back to explain what was 
happening. “Oh, they must be anti-abortion” came the reply 
from the receptionist -  “leave it to me!”

Eventually the appointment was made for me to have the 
various preliminary tests. I arrived at the hospital at the due 
time to be confronted by three (obviously “Christian”) anti
abortionists who paraded placards which read “God loves you 
and your baby”, “We can help you keep your baby”, etc. I later
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found out that these people are on roster duty and are always 
there during working hours. I walked by, finding it very easy to 
ignore them, but feeling extremely angry at their laying yet 
another guilt trip on women who’d already made a difficult 
choice.

Reception was full of signs saying, “The people picketing 
the front of this building are ANTI-ABORTIONISTS and have 
been asked many times to leave. You do NOT have to talk to 
them” which was probably reassuring to women who felt intim
idated or obliged to stop and talk to these people. They acted 
like pushy salesmen!

Once in there, I went for my scan, the blood and urine tests, 
the internal examination -  all the clinical bits, the stuff women 
are so used to but so fed up with. Every woman working in the 
Epsom Day Hospital was supportive and informative and at no 
time did I feel uncomfortable or confused about anything. I was 
around seven weeks pregnant (the earliest one can have an 
abortion) and was to come in for another appointment the fol
lowing week, where I would be seen by another doctor (two 
referrals from doctors are needed). My operation would be the 
day after.

I arrived at 9am on the said day (if ever you have to go 
through this take a packed lunch - 1 didn’t leave until 4.30) and 
sat in the waiting room with about 15 other women. I searched 
frantically for a copy of Broadsheet among the Cleos and 
Women’s Weeklies, but had to settle for a battered Omni. I 
looked around the room. There was an Indian woman with her 
husband, young child and nanny; a young Pakeha woman and 
her mother; a young Maori woman and her two mates, all of 
whom looked as if they should have been in school; and various 
other women from all walks of life.

The first stage was when I was called in to see the nurse who 
did all the regular blood pressure testing, weighing, health his
tory etc. It was a good time to raise any questions and she was 
most interested to hear of my involvement in alternative health. 
We had quite a good talk about her asthmatic son and what nat
ural remedies there might be for him. This took me out of the 
“powerless patient” position and made me feel human again.

It was then back to the waiting room where there’d been a 
few changes. Some women had gone in for counselling or 
check-ups and new arrivals had taken their place. A real camer- 
aderie built up in a strange way, although not much was said. A 
group of about eight of us were called into a room by a wonder
ful woman whom I ’ll call Ruth — what a character! She was 
there to fill us in on the legal side of abortion and answer any 
questions we might have. We all gave our names and talked 
briefly about our situation. It ended up being a fascinating hour 
-  we got into a great political discussion on the various MPs 
and their attitudes to women and abortion. She encouraged us 
to write to our MPs about the need for abortion clinics such as 
this one, which she seemed to think was on the verge of closure 
(these were pre-Helen Clark days so maybe it’s not such an 
immediate worry now).

Next it was a check up with the doctor — a woman — what a 
relief, and a lovely gentle one at that. I’ve been to many doc
tors, men and women, and am amazed at how brutal even some 
of the women can be when giving internals. We talked at length 
about the operation itself. She told me the process from begin
ning to end with diagrams and models and I had the opportunity 
to ask any quesitons until I was satisfied. I was fearful of the 
pain involved and she didn’t try to allay these fears unrealisti
cally but explained that it would be uncomfortable and that the 
degree of pain varied with each woman.

On the way back to the waiting room I bumped into Ruth 
who asked me if I needed counselling. I’d read one of those 
awful SPUC advertisements which talked about the “crushing

of the baby’s head and 
the tearing apart of the 
lim bs as it is vacu 
umed away into obliv
ion”. Now norm ally 
this stuff wouldn’t get 
to me, I know how 
these people work and 
it’s nothing but propa
ganda. But I was emo
tional and in a stressed 
state, and the thought 
of this small version 
of an adult being dis
membered in this way 
was tearing at my gut.
I voiced my worries to Ruth who was very understanding. I 
asked to be shown a photo of an embryo at seven weeks... well 
that put all my fears to rest -  it was the size of half a thumbnail 
and had no properly formed limbs -  it was purely an embryo. 
To me it was like the difference between a seed and a peach 
tree. I thanked Ruth and went home peaceful about that issue, 
but scared about going through the actual pain of termination 
the following day.

It arrived all too quickly. My friend took me to the hospital 
and I nervously went and sat in the waiting room yet again. My 
name was called; I was a vulnerable little girl again. I was taken 
to the pre-op room which was warm and somehow felt secure. 
About 15 beds,with women on one side of the room about to go 
in and those on the other side who’d already “been through”. 
Some were lying quietly with a cup of tea -  one woman was 
bleeding and cramping heavily and two women side by side 
were chatting away animatedly about how easy it had been and 
how they hardly felt a thing. This didn’t relieve my anxiety -  
I’d heard women talking of the joy and ease of their children’s 
births and mine had been hell, so I wasn’t going to be comfort
ed by their cheerfulness!

It was in the theatre itself that I broke down and started sob
bing -  great heaving body-wrenching sobs, a combination of 
feeling vulnerable, powerless, angry and helpless -  much as I’d 
felt during the birth of my child. Here I was in the same posi
tion with my feet up, sobbing uncontrollably in front of this 
man who was going to magic away my troubles.

At this stage, the woman in the theatre was just incredible. 
She held me, stroked my head and talked to me as if I really 
mattered -  I felt such gratitude and even love toward this 
woman for just being there -  momentarily being my mother. 
The needle which was meant to make me less sensitive to the 
pain -  didn’t! My cervix was then dilated with a series of rods 
of increasing dimension (this was intensely painful for me) and 
the suction applied with a sort of mini vacuum pipe.

It was all over -  the relief was immense, a huge weight was 
lifted from me and my breathing became immediatley lighter. 
The motherly one gave me a big hug which felt genuine and 
from the heart. I was wheeled back into the recovery room 
where I had a lovely hot cup of tea. I was kept for an hour 
before allowed to be driven home. I was feeling liberated, back 
to my old self, and not a trace of guilt or remorse -  I knew I’d 
done the right thing. I t’s not something I ever care to go 
through again but if I had the decision to make over I ’d do the 
same thing. I was so grateful to all the women at Epsom Day 
Hospital for their concern, caring and sensitive treatment that I 
later sent them a letter to thank them all. I ’d hate to think where 
I’d be today if I ’d not been able to make the choice to have an 
abortion.
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Abortion
in the 

United States
Eleanor Bader, Broadsheet’s 
correspondent in New York 

writes of feminist tactics since 
the July Supreme Court decision.

W ithin hours of issuing its decision 
in Webster versus Reproductive 
Services, US feminists and pro-choice 

supporters were organising demonstra
tions, pickets, civil disobedience actions 
and speak-outs. “We got 5000 te le 
phone calls between 3 July, the day the 
Supreme Court issued the decision, and 
7 July”, says Tamar Abrams, press sec
retary of the Washington DC based 
N ational A bortion R ights Action  
League (NARAL). “No one believed it 
would happen. Then it did”.

And nothing has been the same since. 
For although the Supreme Court did not 
go so far as to make abortion illegal in the 
US, it opened the floodgates to reaction 
by granting each of the 50 states permis
sion to restrict a woman’s right to choose. 
States, for example, can now prevent pub
licly funded hospitals from providing 
abortions, and can require doctors to per
form costly and time consuming fetal via
bility tests on any woman suspected of 
being 20 or m ore w eeks pregnant. 
Furthermore, the nine Supreme Court jus
tices gave states the power to express the 
“value judgement” that “life begins at the 
moment of conception” when enacting 
legislation.

Already dozens of bills have been 
written by both sides, and electoral battles 
are putting the question of a woman’s 
right to choose squarely on a front burner.

Clearly, the fact that Americans may 
completely lose the right to abortion has 
hit home. According to Tamar Raphael of 
the Fund for the F em inist M ajority  
(FFM), seven states are currently poised 
to ban abortion should Roe versus Wade, 
the 1973 Supreme Court decision that 
gave wom en the rig h t to term inate 
unwanted pregnancies, be overturned. 
Only six would maintain the legal right to 
abortion: Alaska, Hawaii, Maine, Oregon, 
Vermont and Washington. The remaining 
37 are likely to restrict abortion, or are 
battlegrounds, split between one anti
choice and one pro-choice legislative 
chamber.

DEMS NOT FRIENDS 
FFM strategists are quick to point out that 
those opposed to legal abortion are both 
Republicans and Democrats (equivalent

to NZ’s Nats and Labour): of the seven 
states that would ban abortion, five are 
controlled by Democrats. For this reason, 
rather than relying on the whim of state 
legislators to preserve the right to abor
tion, a bevy of groups including the 
N ational O rganisation  for Women 
(NOW), NARAL and FFM are investigat
ing citizen initiated voter referendums.

Although only 21 states allow citizen 
initiatives, the three groups are excited 
about the possibilities such a tactic pre
sents. “Citizen initiatives are the only 
place where women have an equal voice”, 
says Patricia Ireland, NOW executive 
vice-president. “This would throw anti
abortion legislation on its ear and show 
that we don’t have to play the game of 
electing a slick white guy who says he’s 
pro-choice”. She added that it would also 
allow the pro-choice side to take the 
offensive, organising the 63 percent of the 
population who identified themselves as 
p ro-choice several weeks after the 
Webster decision.

But pro-choice groups are not resting 
on this one option. Instead they are pursu
ing a variety of projects and accepting the 
fact that they can do different kinds of 
things in pursuit of the same goal.

For NARAL, this means heavy con
centration on electoral work. Not yet 
ready to abandon work within the two- 
party system, they are supporting candi
dates -  with money and hours of valuable 
volunteer time -  who are solidly pro- 
choice. A lready a sm all v ictory  has 
buoyed their spirits. Tricia Hunter, an out
spoken pro-choice Republican won an 
election for a vacant state assembly seat in 
California, beating seven other candidates 
all of whom were anti-choice. “The pro

choice lobby was very motivated , says 
Tamar Abrams. “They did a phone bank 
three weeks before the election, calling 
every registered Democrat, urging them 
to cross over and vote Republican on this 
single issue alone. Polling figures show 
that people who never before voted single 
issue will vote single issue on the ques
tion of abortion and the majority are vot
ing in support of a pro-choice position”.

The H unter v ictory  behind them, 
NARAL is now focusing on two guberna
torial races scheduled for November. In 
both New Jersey and Virginia, the choice 
is between a pro-choice and an anti-abor
tion candidate, and NARAL is planning 
to spend “in the six figures” to insure a 
pro-choice win. Through phone calls to 
registered voters, full-page newspaper ads 
and programmes on cable television, they 
hope to reach the masses of voters with 
clear, pointed messages.

They are also pouring time and money 
into two special legislative sessions that 
have been called  for the purpose of 
“restricting abortion to the fullest possible 
ex ten t o f the law ” in F lorida and 
Pennsylvania. The Florida session is slat
ed for mid October and has the backing of 
Governor Bob Martinez and Congress
man Craig James, a man who put his 
cards on the table by standing up in the 
House of Representatives and declaring 
that “safe and legal abortion promotes 
promiscuity and increases the spread of 
AIDS”. While public sentiment seems 
solidly against this anti-abortion effort, 
NARAL is taking no chances.

Likewise in Pennsylvania NARAL is 
bucking up for a figh t w ith Stephen 
Freind, the man they dub “the most rabid 
anti-choice legislator in the US”. Freind is 
the author of the infamous Rape Hormone 
Theory, the notion that women secrete a 
hormone when they are raped that keeps 
them from conceiving. Those who fail to 
secrete the anti-pregnancy chemical, says 
Freind, were simply not raped, for they 
clearly enjoyed it so much they allowed 
sperm and egg to meet.

A WOMEN’S PARTY?
Like NARAL, the National Organisation 
for Women (NOW) is keeping an eye on 
the electoral scene and is gearing up for 
major battles in many of the states. But 
their approach is pragmatic, sceptical of 
representatives who oft-times promise 
one thing and do another.

NOW is in the process of putting 
together a commission to study the feasi
bility of forming a Women’s Party outside 
the Republican and Democratic molds; 
the commission is expected to begin work 
shortly after the November, 1989 elec
tions. Although NOW’s Patricia Ireland 
concedes that the call for a Women’s 
Party can “be seen, or become, a strategy 
to play a game with the Democratic Party,
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rather than a serious attempt to implement 
major changes in political life in the US”, 
she says that she sees the call as a way of 
bringing a feminist philosophic perspec
tive into politics. “We pose a challenge to 
liberal organisations that we’ll get out of 
our little corral, that box concerned only 
with birth control and abortion, and start 
paying attention to issues like fair hous
ing, child care, international affairs, the 
environment, foreign policy”.

A lthough som e fem in ists  have 
denounced the call for a Women’s Party 
as suicidal and silly, many grassroots 
women seem excited, giddy even, at the 
prospect of their own political entity that 
could challenge business as usual and 
effect global political change.

But even for the most enthusiastic, the 
formation of a Women’s Party is a long 
way off. In the short run, virtually every 
pro-choice group is working to get more 
women elected to state office. “The prob
lem is that women are only 17 percent of 
state legislators and seven percent of the 
judiciary”, said Tamar Rapheal.

Remedying this by getting more pro
gressive women elected to statehouses 
across the country makes the 1990 census 
(a national census is done every 10 years 
and leads to the re-drawing of legislative 
districts based on population shifts) all the 
m ore im portan t to fem inists. 
Reapportionment will lead to legislative 
seats being up for grabs, and will serve as 
the easiest way to get women, African- 
Americans, Latinos and Asians elected. 
Since the two m ajor parties act as 
“ incum bent p ro tec tion  c lu b s ,” said 
Raphael, women’s groups will be encour
aging and assisting progressive feminist 
candidates to compete for newly designat
ed seats.

PRO-CHOICE LEGISLATIVE 
THRUST
The pro-choice community is also plan
ning to introduce its own legislation into 
C ongress. M eetings w ith pro-choice 
Congresspeople are ongoing, and it is 
hoped that a bill will be introduced some
tim e th is fa ll (our sum m er). M any 
activists are pushing for a bill modeled 
after a New Hampshire ordinance that 
passed both statehouses only to be vetoed 
by Republican Governor Judd Gregg. 
That law proclaimed that “government 
shall not compel a woman to either termi
nate or continue a pregnancy”.

Such a guarantee would undercut the 
Webster decision’s provision granting 
states the right to decide abortion policy. 
It would also recognise that states’ rights 
have historically been bad for women and 
people of colour. “We ultimately have to 
have a constitutional or federal guarantee 
against interference with states”, said 
NOW’s Patricia Ireland. While pro-choice 
forces have to “put out anti-abortion

brushfires in the 
states”, she cautions 
against w riting off 
federal protection for 
abortion. “We’re just 
one vote from losing 
Roe: Supreme Court 
Justice Sandra Day 
O ’Connor. If
President Bush gets 
to make a Supreme 
Court nom ination , 
and the Senate, 
w hich is under 
Democratic control, 
approves another 
conservative like 
Justice  R enquist,
Scalia or Kennedy”, 
we w ill have no 
choice but to fight in 
sta te  after state.
“U ntil that tim e, 
focusing on local 
b ills  alone lets 
C ongress off the 
hook”, she argues.

In an effort to 
keep a grip on the 
need for federal 
action, NOW presi
dent Molly Yard has 
issued a call for a 12 
November mobilisa
tion in Washington DC. Yard announced 
the plan  on a te lev ision  talk show, 
rankling many pro-choice activists who 
felt excluded by her unilateral decision to 
call such an action. “The initial reaction 
was ‘Oh God, what did she get us into?” ’ 
said Ireland. “But the feedback has been 
overwhelming. People who didn’t come to 
the April march and rally  are saying 
th ey ’re com ing this time. This is an 
opportunity to make real fundamental 
pushes forward”. Given the fact that the 
Supreme Court is scheduled to hear argu
ments in three additional abortion cases 
this fall -  one challenges onerous require
ments on abortion providers and two 
focus on m inor’s rights to abortion -  
NOW and other pro-choice groups feel it 
is im perative to keep the heat on the 
nation’s capital.

FREEDOM CARAVAN LAUNCHED 
In addition  to the usual m ethods of 
revving up the troops -  phone calls, mail
ings and local organising -  NOW plans to 
reach out to the unorganised  via a 
Freedom Caravan for Women’s Lives. 
Using a combination of civil rights move
ment and religious tent-revival models, 
activists will organise a vehicular caravan 
throughout a locality. On a particular 
evening, pro-choice speakers will address 
scores of people and sign them up for 
“action teams”. Local organisers will then 
train team members in the rudiments of

grassroots activism, from lobbying to run
ning candidates for office, planning 
demostrations and debating the anti-abor
tion movement.

The caravan will travel through New 
Jersey, Florida and Virginia and may visit 
bellwether states such as California and 
New York.

But in addition to coordinated plans 
for national activities, countless thou
sands are prepared to engage in local 
organising, from clinic defense to elec
toral support for pro-choice candidates. 
U nprecedented  coalitions -  AIDS 
activists, fem inists, elected officials, 
law yers, students, trade unionists, 
lesbians, gay men, healthcare workers, 
people of faith and long time socialists -  
are planning myriad protest activities and 
getting involved as never before.

In conservative small towns across the 
country phones are ringing off the hook, 
with women and men saying “I’m scared, 
what can I do?” reports NARAL’s Tamar 
Abrams. New NOW chapters are being 
formed and moribund chapters are spring
ing back to life.

“People who never realised what it 
meant to be pro-choice, that the personal 
and private decision about having a child 
should be made without governm ent 
intervention, are realising it now and are 
up in arms”, she concludes.

The task is to find ways to channel 
their rage into political action-and win. ■
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Labouring
with

LABOUR
Margaret Wilson talks to Pat Rosier.

M argaret W ilson  w as P resid en t o f the N ew  Z ealand  
Labour Party from 1984 to 1987. Her book about this 
experience, Labour in Government, 1984-1987 has just been 
published by Allen and Unwin. At the beginning of the last 
of three years leave from  her p o sitio n  at A uckland  
University’s Law School, Margaret has just taken up a one 
year position leading Prime M inister Geoffrey Palm er’s 
political advisory unit.
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One of the things that really interested 
me was the way the process in which 
the organising of the Labour Party 
works was made very clear, and so was 
the dynamic between the parliamen
tary and non-parliamentary wings of 
the party. You refer a couple of times to 
lack of trust between the parliamentar
ians and the party organisation and the 
need for a balance of influence between 
the two. Do you think the situation now 
is any different from what it was in 
1987?

I don’t think it ever will be -  there is 
an inherent and necessary contradiction, 
and I would argue a healthy one, between 
the two. Those who are in parliament and 
those in the organising wing see the world 
differently and also have different objec
tives and expectations, and they must 
because they have different jobs to do. 
So that tension  and con trad ic tion  is 
always there but at times it is emphasised, 
particularly when you are in government. 
But the two have got to work together.

You refer in a couple of places to -  
and these are my words, not yours -  
the high-handed actions of politicians 
at times making the whole thing more 
difficult. I know that in the Eden elec
torate a number of long-standing party 
members have actually resigned in the

last couple of years, and their reasons 
seem to be a combination of distress at 
both the process and the way policy has 
gone. The com bination has become 
unbearable.

Yes. I understand that. I think that for 
the party to be viable there has to be a 
pro-active role for party members in terms 
of policy making, and for me the vast 
majority of people who join a political 
party do so because they want to have a 
say in policy -  not to fund-raise! I can 
perfectly sympathise with that.

You obviously believe also, from the 
book, that women as a group and trade 
union people have an important role to 
play in developing Labour Party policy. 
Do present processes allow that to be 
effective?

I would hope so. I’m not evading your 
question, it’s just that I feel out of touch. I 
do believe we have to have separate 
organisations. I believe in the separatism 
and the mainstreaming. You’ve got to 
have separate organisations, particularly 
for women, and I’d argue for unions too, 
and for the other groups, to then enable 
you to go into the mainstream  with a 
clearly articulated position, so that you’re 
not then at the whim of a few people.

Would you comment on the state
ment you make that economic decisions

are not socially neutral.
You can’t have a neutral economic pol

icy: it is a vehicle that produces social 
policy. In other words we need money to 
do certain things, provide certain services 
- we need other things as well, but money 
is an important ingredient -  therefore 
economic policy should be driven by that. 
Therefore you can’t make an economic 
decision and not expect it to have some 
consequences. Say for example you want 
to reduce the deficit, or you want to cut 
back on public expenditure. Cutting back 
on public expenditure is a social decision, 
it has social consequences, and I would 
argue you should take that into account 
when you are m aking that economic 
decision.

You talk in several places about the 
need to temper decisions with explo
ration of consequences and the process 
of applying the decision being just as 
important as making it.

That’s right. I don’t have any trouble 
with making decisions, but what is diffi
cult is making that decision mean some
thing, making it work. And often that is 
left to others, and frequently to women. 
Now that seems to me to be what fre
quently happens in gender relationships -  
men make decisions and women carry 
them out. So we will go to the pictures
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but you decide which one, how w e’re 
going to get there and whether there are 
going to be any seats when we arrive. The 
decision of going to the movies is irrele
vant if you can’t get there or get in.

You also make the point that chang
ing service provision from state to mar
ket led won’t in fact produce equity for 
women, which leads me on to talking 
about pay equity.

It seems to me that as part of an over
all political strategy pay equity is a neces
sary step at this time. It’s an important 
issue for me because it is a place where 
the economic and social factors directly 
intersect. For me self-determination is 
dependent upon women having control 
over money and for m ost of us that 
means the wage or benefit we get. I ’ve 
concentrated on the waged sector, and 
that led me to look at how wages are 
determ ined and that led me into this 
whole understanding of how the industri
al relations system works. And you can’t 
understand that without knowing it’s very 
male driven. You also can’t do that with
out understanding it’s changing, and you 
can’t actually say that women can achieve 
economic equality without changing the 
way in which the value of their work is 
determined. So it’s quite a fundamental 
concept w e’re dealing with here and I 
don’t think it’s always fully understood, 
by both men and women. We’re going to 
the heart, not only of the industrial rela
tions system but of the way in which 
income is distributed. W e’re saying that 
the methods that have been used lead to 
unequal outcomes, which is supported by 
the facts. And all we’ve argued in pay 
equity is that there’s an element that is 
due to prejudice. It’s not due to women

not having the same education or the same 
skills, it’s not due to any of those “human 
capital” factors, it’s due to good old preju
dice. Now we have to acknowledge that to 
remove it. And that’s the hardest sort of 
thing for men who control the system to 
acknowledge.

So I’m not a bit surprised we’ve run 
into difficulties. It was raised of course 
before the 1972 (Equal Pay) legislation, 
i t ’s not new, so w e’re coming back to 
have another go at it.

I ’m reasonably optimistic that we can 
get some legislation. I think the legisla
tion, as always, will be a compromise. 
More of a compromise than I would have 
hoped, because of the restructuring of bar
gaining and of the union movement that’s 
going on at the moment. Pay equity is 
being introduced at a time of enormous 
structural change and therefore it’s really 
hard, there is no structure to graft pay 
equity onto with any certainty yet this is 
why we need it so desperately.

Do you think we will get legislation 
this year?

I think it will be introduced, it won’t 
get passed because there w ouldn’t be 
enough time for the select committee pro
cess to take place.

There was something in the paper 
recently about severe divisions in cabi
net about it.

I didn’t see that, but there would be 
some people who would not agree -  I 
think Roger Douglas is on record as say
ing he didn’t agree with it. My argument’s 
always been that there has never been a 
proper discussion of the issues, partially 
because i t ’s a w om an’s question and 
therefore  not treated  seriously. The 
bureaucracy hasn’t devoted much energy

The vast majority of 
people who join a 

political party do so 
because they want to 
have a say in policy -  

not to fund-raise!

and resources to researching it. So there
fore people tend to talk about it at an 
incredibly superficial level.

We have received a newsletter put 
out by the National Bank which has 
some appalling statements about pay 
equity...

I wrote a letter to the chair of the board 
of the bank about that but it never got 
acknow ledged. I said we were quite 
happy to talk it through with them I point
ed out that the arguments presented were 
laughable, and if that person produced 
those arguments in another context they 
would question their competence to do 
their job. That’s what I find quite interest
ing -  that someone can get away with 
such an ill-researched comment on that 
because presumably it’s not to be taken 
seriously.

The other bogy that seems to be 
being used is the difficulty that is put 
up around assessing and evaluating 
women’s and men’s job. I suggest that 
if there was a will to do it, it would be 
quite easy to do.

And the measurement of jobs is not a 
new concept, it’s used for senior man
agers, it’s used across industries. Methods 
of measuring work are not new. What we 
are saying is that we want to use almost a 
scientific method to compare jobs and pay 
rates, realising of course that nothing is 
totally objective. It’s almost like they fear 
exposing something through using those 
sorts of relatively neutral tools and they 
are not sure what they are going to find.

And they are not sure they want to 
find it. After all, it’s the men at the top 
who benefit from women being concen
trated in lower-paid, lower-status jobs, 
they are not m otivated to accept 
changes in that.

That’s why this is a truly revolutionary 
change, not only because of the conse
quences. What is going to be interesting is 
not the measuring of the dollars and cents, 
although that is very important, it’s the 
actual exposure of the way in which 
things are done and why they are done 
that way.

I guess what concerns me is that it 
seems that the very people that are 
opposing pay equity are the same peo
ple who you refer to as an “elite group 
of powerful pressure groups” in your 
afterword, where you refer to some

DYNAMIC DUO
Marilyn Duckworth has a well-deserved reputation as 
a distinguished New Zealand writer. True to her 
brilliant writing form of the past are two new novels in 
1989.
A Message From Harpo - 
Sceptre paperback $19.95 
Explosions on the Sun - 
trade paperback $14.95.

A M B S M i
Elizabeth Spencer makes her novel writing debut with 
Innocence Betrayed... Poetically crafted, always 
original, always unexpected, Innocence Betrayed is 
alternately seductive and haunting. Despite its historical 
setting, it is a novel that speaks to the New Zealand of 
our time.
Sceptre paperback $19.95

Available from tessfig'teqJ Hodder & Stoughton
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concern about the shift of power in that 
direction.

I think that is reflecting the historical 
position of women. For the first time 
though, at least in New Zealand, women 
do have some influence and a presence in 
places we haven’t been before, and so we 
have access to information that is impor
tant in the process of decision-making, 
and that’s what’s different now. I’m not 
saying that women have power, just that 
women are where they were not before.

To move on to your present job as 
head of the Prime Minister’s political 
advisory unit...

It’s really difficult for me to talk about 
that because I haven’t started it yet - that’s 
next week’s task.

Do you see yourself as having a par
ticular role there?

That’s still to be worked out. It’s not 
just like me going into the office, it is in 
fact a total restructuring of how the Prime 
Minister gets advice, a separating out -  of 
the Prime Minister’s Department, which 
gives the bureaucratic advice, and an 
office which has an explicit political role 
-  to make sure that all perspectives are 
considered.

So that makes the job really impor
tant in that you can work to see that 
the women’s and the union perspective 
at least get a look in.

Yes, sure. And at the appropriate  
times. It’s like ensuring that all the argu
ments have been considered, not only 
those that some bureaucrats think are 
important.

Are you looking forward to that? 
Does it have a time limit on it?

Ye-es. I ’m looking forward to it in the 
sense that it will give me an insight into 
another part of the system and how it 
w orks, and I ’m apprecia tive  of that 
opportunity. It’s for a year. I’m on leave 
from the university and I return there at 
the end of next year.

You are clearly identified in the pub
lisher’s blurb on the back of the book 
as a feminist. What does that mean to 
you?

I suppose it means quite simply a right 
for women to determine their own futures 
and so it comes back to economic issues, 
really. It’s a right to control. To be able to 
achieve that, you’ve got to change so 
much else! I’ve identified myself with a 
sort of socialist feminism, simply because 
I think those economic issues are so fun
damental to where I see change coming 
from. At the same time I think you can’t 
achieve those issues without understand
ing the importance of radical feminism 
and so on and so on.

You have to get things through a sys
tem -  assuming you’re not talking about 
revolutionary change. You can also argue 
that those with a more revolutionary per
spective are necessary because they ques
tion other possibilities. For me I can’t be 
exclusive, but I can tell you where my pri
orities lie.

I would focus on the economic base 
probably because of the influence of my 
background and all those sorts of things. I 
don ’t believe you can do everything, 
therefore I think that sanity comes from 
making lists and I ’ve made my lists a 
long, long time ago. Of course I keep 
striking things out and adding to it.

You’ve never given any indication 
that you have any interest in the politi
cal side of party politics for yourself.

It seemed to me that if change was to 
come you had to get more women into 
parliament, therefore you have to do an 
analysis of how you can achieve that. You 
could go into parliament, in which indi
viduals can make a difference, but at the 
end of the day you are only one person. If 
you actually work it back, then the party 
was the place to be, not one vote in caucus 
or cabinet. In my view there were others 
who could do that. Besides the lifestyle is
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You can't have a neutral 
economic policy

ghastly. Even though it is easy to criticise 
MPs I wouldn’t like that lifestyle.

W hat was your m otivation  for 
writing the book?

I think ju st so m ore people could 
understand how it worked during that 
period so that the reason for some of the 
decisions could be seen more clearly. For 
instance, the party gets a lot of flak each 
time we come to select candidates, which 
always used to anger me because it was 
made to sound like a terribly Machiavel
lian process and in reality it wasn’t. It is a 
very competitive process, I’m not denying 
that people go to great lengths to win, but 
there are rules that we actually follow.

And then, establishing the importance 
of political parties. Like if you don’t have 
active political parties then where are the 
checks and balances? Most people feel 
that to be associated with a political party 
is slightly disreputable, and is not going 
to really enhance your future well-being 
in terms of your career or what have you,
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to know you are a member of, particularly 
the Labour party, but if you don’t then 
what you have said in effect is that those 
people in parliament have the sole right to 
make the decisions. Many of them don’t 
want that, they want their electorates and 
a party membership which they can go 
back to. If you don’t have an active party 
you have a real threat to the whole system 
in my view. The party can get arguments 
through that may or may not be got 
through by the media or a pressure group. 
The party has access and th a t’s very 
important.

I think it’s probably fair to say there 
is a high level of exhaustion, disillusion
m ent and cynicism  am ong people  
around the whole consultation process, 
both because it’s been so much work 
for so many of us and it’s not had much 
impact.

It seems to me that Geoffrey Palmer is 
particularly committed to a more concen
sus approach. But the question is then 
how to you make it mean something, so 
you don’t exhaust people by having them 
write submissions that you’re not even 
sure whether anyone reads or not, or 
going to endless numbers of meetings and 
being patronised to death by whoever is 
chairing them. So I think w e’ve got to 
establish, at the first level, that it’s not a 
privilege to be consulted, it’s a right, and 
having done that, it’s not sufficient to say 
that we’ve consulted, now we’ve got to 
find ways to make that consultation real. 
And to do that raises a really interesting 
question of shared decision-making. So 
what you’re getting to is some quite fun
dam ental questions about the way in 
which you organise power. Who makes 
the decisions? So you’ve got to find a 
way - w ithout resorting to traditional 
pressure groups...

Yes, that’s how existing power bases 
are reinforced -

It may well be that you do fall back on 
pressure groups, but you have a more rep
resentative set of them. I don’t know the 
answer to that but it seems you’ve got an 
acceptance and a willingness for consulta
tion and some limited shared decision
making.

So what we need is to develop some 
more sop h istica ted  processes for 
doing it?

Exactly. How you do that in the con
text of the existing constitutional frame
work, or whether you have to change that 
framework — or the whole governmental 
process. The Labour Party  has been 
experim enting with this for about ten 
years now, we’ve been changing the con
stitution. How can the party members 
have a real say in policy?

At the moment a lot feel very cynical 
about that because they feel they don’t.

So what you’ve got to do is somehow 
have a system so the policy party mem-

As part of an overall 
political strategy pay 
equity is a necessary 

step at this time

bers come up with is fully consulted 
through and then once they start imple
menting that policy there are systems and 
methods, not only for party members, but 
for those members of the community who 
are going to be affected by it, to continue 
to feel involved. Now that should to some 
extent be accom m odated through the 
bureaucracy, w hich is m eant to give 
advice on implementation. So there are 
state resources available and it’s always 
seemed to me -  perhaps I am naive here -  
why should only those people in the 
bureaucracy have the right to give the 
government that sort of advice? Lots of 
interest groups do, but unless you’ve got 
the money to sustain that...

You do actually make that point in 
the book, about the expense of democ
racy ...

T hat’s why we got the M inistry of 
Women’s Affairs. If my taxpayer’s money 
was going to sustain the bureaucracy I 
wanted a little bit with which I could iden
tify: a group of women that are specifical
ly responsible for the interests of women

C O -O R D I N A T O R
^  Wellington Sexual Abuse ^  

Help Foundation

The W e llin g to n Sexua l Abuse He lp 
Foundation is seeking a co-ordinator for 
a full time position. The co-ordinator is 
responsible for the overall management 
of the Wellington Help Centre.
Duties include: assessing children for 
sexual abuse and counselling women 
and children who have been raped or 
sexually abused. The work is extremely 
varied and includes co-ordination and 
supervision of the counselling provided, 
lia sin g  w ith community groups and 
government departments, and day to day 
management of the centre.
The p o sitio n  w ould su it a woman 
knowledgeable in the areas of rape, 
sexua l abuse and so c ia l se rv ic e  
networks.
The successfu l app licant w il l have 
counselling experience, the ability to co
ordinate the overall service and have a 
commitment to a feminist perspective and 
active anti-racism practices.
For a detailed job description and 
conditions of work please phone the 
Wellington Help Centre (04) 892-472. 
Written applications close Monday, 11 
December and can be sent to PO Box 
16129, Wellington.

within the bureaucracy. One of the diffi
culties was the Ministry was expected to 
do too many things and be all things to all 
women. Given the resources it has got, 
that was really hard.

It seems to have now developed into 
a policy advice vehicle for the govern
ment, rather than as it was earlier...

I think that gets back again to how it 
can most effectively influence decisions. 
I ’ve never seen the Ministry as being in 
the vanguard of creating issues. I think 
the community creates those issues and 
shouldn’t be told from people in the cen
tre what the issue is this week. Its role is 
to take care of our interests where most 
of us are not, which is on the officials’ 
committees, and then we work out the 
reporting and accountability functions.

The latest statement of intent cer
tainly includes writing an awful lot of 
reports. My worry at the decreasing 
contact outwards from the Ministry is 
how is the content of those reports 
going to be influenced by what we out 
there want, or is the Ministry becoming 
more and more separate from the 
groups they represent?

I think you are right. They have the 
resources to w rite reports but those 
reports must be informed by women in 
the community.

It seems to me that structurally the 
Ministry doesn’t allow for that to hap
pen any more.

I can’t answer that. My understanding 
is that they are going out and doing ses
sions with women around the country. 
They are often asked to respond very 
quickly.

Another question I have is, is their 
power and influence -  limited though it 
is -  as bureaucrats or as women in 
touch with women, or a combination of 
those? And that is not clear from their 
statement of intent, which very much 
em phasises their “outputs” to the 
Minister. It very clearly indicates how 
they expect to have an influence, it 
doesn’t at all indicate how they are 
going to be influenced from out there.

I c a n ’t see how else they can be 
informed. For instance I think they actual
ly turned the superannuation  report 
around - suddenly it was on the agenda 
that if you have a contributory scheme 
then women are going to miss out, you’ve 
got to have a universal scheme.

I can see that their primary function is 
to be where you and I can’t be, otherwise 
there’s no justification for them being 
there. How they do that role is the other 
question and that means there is more 
expectation of accountability on them 
to com e back to the women in the 
community. ■

BROADSHEET NOV1989 29



FROM RAZORS TO LASERS

Author and screen-writer, Fay Weldon 
was in the country recently for the 
Women’s Book Festival. Athina Tsoulis 
and Pat Rosier talked to her about 
technology and the Salmon Rushdie 
affair.

Broadsheet: From  som e of your 
recent books -  The Shrapnel Academy, 
She Devil, and The Cloning o f Joanna 
May, you seem to be getting more and 
more interested in technology and the 
impact it has on society, and who is in 
control.

Fay Weldon: Yes, I think one’s preoc
cupations change according to what 
comes to you from the world, what seems 
most terrible at the time. And in a kind of 
way, I suppose the relationships between 
men and women seemed so awful at the 
time because nobody realised they were 
awful, that you felt impelled to write 
about them. Then you suddenly realise, as 
we did in Europe about the time I wrote 
The Shrapnel Academy when the powers- 
that-be seemed to be planning to wage 
World War Three, that we’re going to be 
lucky to say anything at all. The other 
thread feeds through that interest. Heart 
o f the Country goes right back into rela
tions of women in the state, rather than 
women and men so much. She Devil is 
about how difficult it is for women to live 
without men, how they will keep running 
back to men, even when they needn’t. It’s 
interesting that it is being filmed now 
with Meryl Streep and Roseanne Barr, 
and so far as I know, what they’ve done is 
to stop it half way through when it’s ideo
logically sound -  when Ruth has her 
revenge on her husband, without the she- 
devil turning round and taking cover.

The Leader o f the Band is about the 
way Europe pretends there wasn’t a war, 
how everybody goes around as if it never 
happened, as if someone else was respon
sible for the fact that we were tearing 
each other’s throats out. I feel that’s what 
is the matter with Europe, it’s without 
conscience, w ithout h istory, i t ’s too 
ashamed of the past to be able to incorpo
rate it.

The Cloning o f Joanna May goes into 
rep roductive technology, I suppose 
because it’s not practical to set our minds 
against it totally, that it is bad. Chernobyl 
is there because if you’re trying to write 
som ething that people believe to be 
Science Fiction, but isn’t, for people to 
understand that just as Chernobyl hap
pened and is still happening, so too these 
moves to engineer people are actually 
with us.

Broadsheet: The amount of power you 
give the character of Karl May in The 
Cloning, is really quite frightening -  he 
can do anything, he can knock people off 
and make new ones.

Fay Weldon: This is true, this is what 
big business does, it happens, this is what 
people do, what governments do -  they 
knock people off all the time.”

Broadsheet: In your interview with the 
H erald , you talk about fem inists or 
“quasi-feminists”, how much of this was 
in response to the flak you’ve had from 
feminists for your stance on the Salmon 
Rushdie affair?

Fay Weldon: Now I was having a go 
at the feminists, including myself, because 
they’re so frightened of being called racist 
that they have just allowed Muslim men 
to condemn Rushdie without a murmur 
because when they have the M uslim  
brothers have turned around and called 
them racist, bigots, and told them they 
have no right to interfere, and they have
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backed off.
Broadsheet: One of the problem s 

though, is that when you read something 
like that it’s tempting for someone to say 
that Fay Weldon doesn’t consider herself 
a feminist, because it reads as if feminists 
are “them”.

Fay Weldon: In their usual accusing 
way the interviewer on Pacific Radio 
asked me “ are you a fem in ist” and I 
answ ered yes — show me a sensible 
woman who’s not a feminist.

Broadsheet: There was actually a 
group of Muslim women in Britain who 
spoke out in support of Rushdie and said 
they were tired of the Muslim men talking 
for them.

Fay Weldon: Yes, terribly brave of 
them  because there was such feeling 
against Rushdie and anyone who rocks 
the boat. Also I think the whole thing is 
increasingly about the position of women 
-  I feel the whole multi-cultural aspect in 
England is a male thing, men love what 
they call this diversity, but what they real
ly mean is their idea of women going 
round in bracelets and saris, serving men. 
That’s what they mean by rich cultural 
diversity, and they keep it there as a kind 
of lesson for these horrib le, strident 
women as to what women should be.

I think the whole Rushdie affair is 
m ostly because the book describes a 
brothel (a rather male fantasy of a brothel 
as exuberant) -  but the name of the broth
el is the same word for the mask/veil that 
married Muslim women wear. So many 
Muslim reactionaries instantly said that 
Rushdie was calling all Arab wives pros
titutes, insulting all Arab women. What 
they really mean is they feel they have to 
shroud their women because women are 
only walking sex objects, if they show a 
limb they tempt men to fornicate. Rushdie 
sees this and goes deliberately behind this 
mask, he wants this curtain lifted. It’s all 
quite extraordinary, but I think that it’s all 
to do with the desire to keep women in 
their place.

Broadsheet: That’s one of the dilem
mas for feminism, in a m ulti-cultural 
society where you want children to grow 
up proud of their culture...
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Fay Weldon: I don’t want children to 
grow up proud -  I want a uni-culture. I 
think this is somehow the view of chil
dren’s parents, not of the children who 
want to live where they live with friends 
of all colours and races. I think it’s often 
an excuse for everything that goes wrong 
-  because somehow I missed my culture. 
I want the culture that’s the best of all 
cultures.

Broadsheet: W ho’s going to decide 
though, this is the problem?

Fay W eldon: It c a n ’t be beyond 
human wit to decide what is better.

Broadsheet: But a culture is more 
than what is visible from the outside. If 
you have a culture for example which 
says old people should be cared by the 
family...

Fay W eldon: T h a t’s a value that 
should come into the other culture.

Broadsheet: But there are others who 
would say that women are the ones who 
have to look after these old people, so it’s 
another burden on them as well as look
ing after the children.

Fay Weldon: Well of course it is not 
straight forward. But I do think that the 
kind of idea we have in England -  it’s too 
dreadful a society to ask anybody to join 
it -  when you say you want one culture it 
is interpreted to mean that you want a 
dominant white, Christian, European cul
ture. However this is not what we aim for 
in the next hundred years -  it’s not saying 
that “they have to join us” as it were.

Broadsheet: But you know that is 
what would happen.

Fay Weldon: Well then I don’t know 
what the solution is, except that we will 
have streets of young men running around 
crying “kill, kill, kill”, because they feel 
so furious. You can’t let it happen. You 
can’t let the women of Islam continue to 
be beaten, killed and treated like animals 
because it is the custom of the country. 
You can’t accept this and say isn’t it won
derful, it’s part of a romantic culture, let’s 
have it. All that means is don’t let your 
children marry ours. I think the whole 
thing -  the ghettoizing of cultures -  is an 
excuse for a xenophobia which says “we 
want to keep ourselves to ourselves -  
w e’re sorry for you, you come from a 
poor culture, do all our dirty work, but 
don’t let your children marry our chil
dren”. That’s what our brand of multi-cul- 
turalism amounts to.

Broadsheet: But also the danger there 
is to imply that white women in British 
culture have got it easy.

Fay Weldon: They still haven’t got it 
easy, but by God, they’ve got it better that 
M uslim  cultures. You can say that it 
depends which country and women you 
look at, and I would agree with you that 
some Muslim women have a better time 
than some English women. Any woman 
in a decent, kindly, educated home, has a

good time. But a religion in which is writ
ten a view of women which reduces them 
to slaves, one step up from a camel, is not 
som ething you need to encourage in 
civilised society. Of course you have to 
clean up your own society before you can 
call for change, but you can’t go on as it 
has been saying “oh it’s alright -  lovely 
Muslim women going into the mosque 
and working in the sweat shop around the 
com er”. Of course women all over the 
world have a hard time, but in some soci
eties there are attempts to ensure that 
women have a better time. This has to 
feed over in this respect. Now there may 
be things in Muslim culture which are 
better than anything we can offer, if there 
were I would work with it.

Broadsheet: Some M uslim women 
who wear these black robes actually say 
it’s quite liberating for them.

Fay Weldon: I’m sure they say it’s lib
erating, because they too see themselves 
as sex objects or are so frightened of sex 
that they believe themselves to be offen
sive to someone who looks at them sexu
ally.

Broadsheet: Well, they would use the 
argument that they don’t have to bother 
about their appearance like w estern 
women do.

Fay Weldon: Western women don’t 
have to bother about their appearance, 
they can go out dressed in an old blanket 
if they want to. Nobody’s stopping them. 
T h a t’s what you work for -  not that 
everyone covers themselves up, but that 
you don’t care or mind what other people 
think of you, that you don’t see yourself 
through the eyes of other people. You see

K.D LANG -  ANGEL OF TORCH 
AND TWANG

For those of you that think K.D is a dis
tant, musical relation of David Lange, 
Gloria Hildred will set you straight with 
her interview with the hottest thing in 
country music since Patsy Cline.

Bom and raised in a small town called 
C onsort, population  650, in A lberta, 
Canada, K.D Lang started as a perfor
mance artist. Then, deciding she wanted 
to sing country more and more, she found 
players, chose the material and started 
getting gigs. Sounds pretty straight for
ward.

Since then she has clocked up a single 
“Friday Dance Promenade” followed by 
an independently released LP A Truly 
Western Experience, and by the end of 
1984 signed w ith Sire records and 
released Angel with a Lariat. This was the

yourself from the inside out.
Broadsheet: Agreed, but there is still a 

danger of some sort o f hierarchy of 
oppression. I would prefer to say that all 
women are oppressed, and that their 
oppression is d ifferent, according to 
which culture.

Fay Weldon: I would say that some 
women are a great deal more oppressed 
than others -  when you look at statistics 
for instance, to find out the age at which 
they die. You must be prepared to make 
some value judgements, because we have 
got into the habit of actual inactivity, of 
doing nothing, because there is always an 
argument against it, so that what is com
mon sense and under your nose becomes 
almost impossible to do.

Broadsheet: Yes it is important to 
have value judgements, but again, whose 
value judgement is the correct one?

Fay Weldon: Yours. And mine. Really 
you have to be prepared to look at some
thing and say I know better than my 
neighbour. If you don’t, nothing happens.

Broadsheet: On an individual level, 
okay, but when you’re talking about a 
whole movement it’s very dangerous to 
say what is civilised behaviour and what 
is not.

Fay Weldon: I think you can say this 
is civilised behaviour and that is not 
civilised behaviour. I think we would all 
agree that to rape som ebody is not 
civilised behaviour, yet many men would 
say that it is. We know we are right -  let 
us extend that to other areas, and not 
pussyfoot around saying “this woman is a 
M uslim  and therefore her husband is 
allowed to beat her”.

album Rolling Stone magazine called “an 
auspicious debut on a major label by an 
artist whose performance is already leg
endary”. Then came Shadowland, fol
lowed by Rolling Stone critics’ pick for 
the Best Female Singer (tied with Tracey 
Chapman), C anada’s Juno and Casby 
Award for both Fem ale Vocalist and 
Country Female Vocalist of the year. She 
was nominated in three categories for the 
1988 Grammy Awards -  Best Country 
Vocal Performance for the Shadowland 
single “Down to my Last Cigarette” and 
twice for Best Vocal Collaboration for 
Shadowland as well as her duet “Crying” 
with the late Roy Orbison which took the 
award.

So what has this woman got?
Coming from a small town myself, I 

asked her whether she got bored growing 
up in Consort, pop. 650. She replied in 
appropriate tones.

“Well, yeah, Consort is in the Prairies 
quite a way from any major cities. I think 
that’s one of the things that conjured me 
up to be im aginative and creative,
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because there wasn’t a lot to do to amuse 
yourself. Actually my parents w eren’t 
farmers, my father was a pharmacist and 
my mother was a teacher. I started on 
music when I was six, studying concert 
piano like all my siblings did (two sisters 
and a b ro ther). My fam ily  are very 
supportive”.

So what made K.D want to leave the 
piano and start singing country, was it the 
influence of her country upbringing?

“T h ere’s been a lot of everything 
involved. Actually Country Music was 
one of the smallest influences, but one 
with the most emotional impact. I had 
Rock and Roll in my earlier years, now 
Jazz is playing an important role in what I 
listen to. Because I grew up in the area in 
which I did I had a very strong emotional 
empathy toward Country Music. I under
stood the perspectives, morals and values 
of Country Music, but because I didn’t 
grow up liking it, in fact quite the oppo
site, I also understood what was funny 
about it and what people didn’t like -  
what was kitsch and corny. I have a very 
broad understanding of Country Music 
and what people like and don’t like about 
it.

There’s been a large spectrum of influ
ences on K .D ’s musical development: 
“Oh yeah, there’s been thousands. I ’ve 
listened to a lot of important vocalists, 
you know, Joni M itchell, Kate Bush, 
Rickie Lee Jones, Emmylou Harris, Linda 
Rondstadt, Carmen M cRae, Nat King 
Cole -  the list goes on and on -  I love a 
lot of different people. Many musical 
styles have influenced me, I don’t think I 
could deny that, and they have made an 
indentation on my style and taste.”

Shadowland, the album K.D did with 
Patsy C line’s producer Owen Bradley, 
must have been exciting for her.

“Yes it was definitely that. I have 
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obsessed with Patsy Cline for quite a few 
years and I felt that working with Owen 
Bradley was the closest I could ever get to 
actually singing with her, or being there in 
that heyday of Country Music -  for me 
the most romantic period. It was very 
exciting, very fulfilling, and very dream
like”.

After doing an album in the vein of 
Shadowland which was quite different 
from Angel with A Lariat, does she find 
her audience can cope with the diversity 
of her style?

“There are people who like 
Shadowland  who don’t like Absolute  
Torch and Twang [her latest album] and 
vice versa. I try to have a balance, allow a 
bridge for both those types of people. 
Shadowland was a great opportunity for 
me to dive into nostalgia, but the develop
ment of Torch and Twang is what I ’ve 
wanted to do for a long time. I think it’s a 
matter of time before the other listeners 
realise that progressive country is proba
bly the most important to me. Whether or 
not they come with me doesn’t matter 
because I have to do what I have to do”.

What’s great about K.D’s songs is that 
they’re not the usual “boy meets girl, 
love, twang a lang a lang”. One of K.D’s 
original songs “Nowhere to Stand” from 
the latest album, concerns an almost taboo 
subject -  violence against children. Does 
she feel she’s been able to do what she 
wants with her music?

“Yes, but I think I found it most diffi
cult when I realised I wasn’t a mature 
song-writer. Torch and Twang was my 
first effort to really establish myself as a 
song-writer, which I ’m really serious 
about. Ben M ink and I produced and 
wrote most of the material, I write the 
lyrics, but we’re both catalysts for each 

other. I feel more com fortable 
singing my own songs, but I

ECOLOGIES
Proba Gallery 

September 1989

Land cut into pieces, made barren. Land 
under threat, balances easily upset. But 
always land which rebels, fights back, and 
defies being segmented. These are some 
of the themes which emerged from Allie 
Eagle and Joanna Paul’s exhibition of 
watercolours.

The exhibition was inspired by the 
concern of both artists with the erosion of 
land. Allie’s landscapes are of Te Henga 
on the west coast of Auckland. It is an 
area of beach land, sand dunes, and fresh 
water swamp.

“The marsh is the largest fresh water 
swamp of its type in Auckland. Fembirds, 
ducks (both native and introduced), 
pukeko, black swans, little shags, king
fishers and grey warblers live here. Some,

I  also think interpretations of o ther’s 
material is an important art.

“One of the things that intrigues me 
about Country Music is the potential to 
expand its seams and lyrics and perhaps 
broaden the conscience of mainstream 
Country. “Nowhere” is about all sorts of 
abuses we put on children -  basically it’s 
a look at how we disallow children to 
have rights and points of view.

“I ’m a woman, we experience things 
that men don’t and I think that being a 
woman in the music business is different, 
i t ’s a little more difficult. I try not to 
allow myself to be affected by those sex
ist barriers, I try to be oblivious to them”.

And does she think it’s important for 
her listeners to know K.D as a person?

“Well, I think it’s important to know 
the basics of my personality -  that I ’m 
constantly striving to do my best and that 
I ’m honest -  you know, they pretty well 
get what they see. I th ink anything 
beyond that is necessary to the way I 
approach music, but unnecessary to the 
listeners’ knowledge”.

W hat’s happening now and in the 
fu tu re  for K.D and her band, The 
Reclines?

“K.D Lang and The Reclines are fin
ishing an extensive tour of the States and 
we should be doing Canada in the Fall 
[our winter], then hopefully we’ll get 
down to New Zealand and Australia late 
February-March. Nothing’s absolute yet. I 
think it would be quite a bit like Canada, 
I ’m quite in love with the idea, getting 
down there is one of our goals next year”.

So now that you know a little more 
about K.D than her music, let’s hope that 
the tentative becomes the absolute.
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like the fembird, do not fly and are entire
ly dependent on the area for feeding and 
breeding. P rotection of the swamp is 
vital”, explained Allie.

Allie uses w atercolour playfully in 
these works. In some, unexpected colours 
like purp le  sp lash  up against green,

orange and yellow, suggesting a vibrant 
and alive land. In Late A fternoon, 
Taumaiti the melting form of the tree in 
the foreground initiates a strong move
ment across the picture, echoed in the 
lines of the headland and the strokes of 
purples, pinks and grey in the evening

sky. This is not a static, “captured” pic
ture of the land.

Joanna Paul’s landscapes of Kakatahi 
are very different, combining drawing 
with a very sparse use of watercolour. She 
draws only a few outlines and uses pastels 
and w atercolour sparingly to suggest 
trees, sky, or other forms here and there. 
In this way the white of the paper domi
nates the compositions and conveys an 
impression of stripped land in which new 
growth struggles to win itself back. There 
is an urgency in these paintings, which 
are in fact more like “records” of destruc
tion. Some incorporate vertical and diago
nal lines bisecting the land, suggesting 
attempts to map and literally divide it. 
Again the land itself is shown as fighting 
back in small ways, refusing to be “land
scaped” into neat and tidy squares.

Although the styles of Allie Eagle and 
Joanna Paul are very different, their work 
shares the same conviction that land is not 
passive or powerless, but that we have a 
re la tionsh ip  w ith it that m ust not be 
exploited.

Lisa Sabbage

A MESSAGE FROM HARPO
Marilyn Duckworth 

Hodder and Stoughton $19.95

M arilyn D uckw orth’s novel opens in 
1986. The year of the Homosexual Law 
Reform Bill. Duckworth peoples her tale 
with five characters who will be directly 
affected by its passage. However, the 
m ain focus of the book is on Jess, a 
woman in a stable, heterosexual relation
ship. Married to Sam for over a decade 
this heroine is evaluating her life with 
increasing discontent. The reappearance 
of her first husband, father of her daugh
ter Hittie, is the catalyst for some long 
overdue change.

The portentous cover illustration , 
“Figures in a L andscape” by Jeffrey 
Harris, is at variance with the tone of the

novel. Duckworth keeps it light and rea
sonable. Her long-suffering heroine nearly 
always sees the funny side of even the 
worst shocks. And if she doesn’t someone 
else will point it out to her.

Jess is a liberal. She is careful to 
counter any criticism of her brother’s gay 
status, affirms her daughter’s lifestyle 
choices, and supports her A lzheim er’s 
affected mother. She helps out in her hus
band’s restaurant uncomplainingly and is 
completely non-judgemental towards her 
half-sister, a tearaway thirty-five year old 
with teenage twin sons.

These kinship networks are the bread 
and butter of this novel. The female char
acters brood over their choice of husband 
or lovers. The male characters, practically 
without exception, have a thoughtless self 
assurance which makes them  seem 
unattractively arrogant. Yet they continue 
to charm Duckworth’s women.

For instance, H ess’s daughter Hittie 
goes through more than her share of 
downs; as an American field scholar, at 
the hands of the overbearing son of her 
host family. This episode depicts the bum
bling sexuality of two curious kids. He is 
arrogant and full of bravado. She is inno
cent and vulnerable. It’s distressing, but 
only too believable, that these adolescents 
adopt such stereotyped sex roles. Worse, 
Hittie’s mother has experienced a similar
ly hostile reception to her sexuality when 
we meet her as a teenager. One generation 
after another women are treated as sexual

prey. Is Marilyn Duckworth suggesting 
that this is “the way of the world”? If she 
is, it looks as though feminist politics are 
ineffectual.

Duckworth’s suggestion of alternative 
expressions of sexuality is tentative. 
Hittie hovers at the border of “coming
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out” for most of the novel. She is fasci
nated by her lesbian friends and appalled 
by the growing discrimination her uncle 
Russell and his lover Joshua are subjected 
to as the day for the parliamentary vote on 
the decriminalisation of homosexuality 
approaches.

Duckworth doesn’t give Hittie a fully 
rea lised  love in terest. This m eans 
renouncing  a p lo t device w hich has 
proved a real crow d p leaser in, for 
instance, Lorae Parry’s play Frontwomen. 
Parry also had a mother and child in a 
refreshingly non authoritarian relation
ship. Parry supplied one of them with a 
m arvellous lesbian lover, Duckworth

doesn ’t find a princess charm ing for 
Hittie.

She does allow Jess a rather unlikely 
prince charming. It’s a choice of hero that 
makes it hard to take this novel as an 
escapist read. Duckworth obeys the rule 
that true love conquers all but reminds us 
in the next breath that conquered territory 
may be rather suburban and predictable.

A Message From Harpo has the basic 
ingredients of a blockbuster romance. 
Three generations of women, each with 
their loves and heartaches. There’s an 
exciting finishline hovering at the end of 
the book. Will the bill fail and send some 
of these people out into the wilderness

again? There are some skylarking sex 
scenes to balance out the dolorous ones.

Yet Duckworth alters the recipe in cru
cial ways. We all know the bill passed. So 
no real suspense can build there. And she 
won’t let us forget what it means to live 
“happily ever after” in suburbia.

Her final requirement of the reader is 
acknowledgement that there is something 
to life that has so far eluded her heroine. 
Perhaps in her next book Duckworth’s 
central character will get some luckier 
breaks. And we will find out what the elu
sive “something is.

Janet Charman

BREAST CANCER
Linda Dyson

Heinemann Reed $19.95

This book is not just for anyone who has 
discovered an unusual lump in the breast. 
For exam ple, C hapter two, “ If p re 
menopausal, bilateral breast cancer does 
run in your family, you ought to be seek
ing medical help for early detection from 
an early age”. Regular mammograms ten 
years before the age at which your mother 
first noticed her symptoms is the advice it 
offers. Its heavy emphasis on mammogra
phy as the only means of finding breast 
cancers at the earliest possible stage and 
thereby saving some lives, is, I believe, 
both correct and timely. In 1987, aged 50, 
after worrying about my health for several 
years, I discovered by self-examination a 
malignant lump in my breast which was 
bigger than two centimetres.

Low dose mammographic machines 
are more available now but we are still 
several years away from full-scale breast 
cancer screening in New Zealand. Every 
woman who cares about being health 
could take note of this book’s advice that 
“the best programme for a woman with no 
symptoms may be a mammogram every 
year between the ages of 40 and 49 and 
one every two years after that”.

The last few years have also seen the 
arrival in New Zealand of newer tech
niques of conservation and reconstructive 
surgery, as well as adjuvant (helpful or 
preventive) chemotherapy. These have 
given the breast cancer patient a choice of 
treatments. To persuade a surgical team 
like the one I was under at Auckland 
Hospital that you would prefer conserva
tive surgery to the reconstruction of mas
tectomy that they lean towards, you need 
the kind of information that is in this 
book. It should lead to more discussion 
about surgical options that takes place 
now between women and their doctors.

Survival prospects are the same regard
less of choice. Each has disadvantages 
and advantages but you are the one that is 
going to live with them so you might as 
well do the choosing.

My friend Sandy liked the book but 
found the chapter on hormone therapy not 
as detailed as she would have liked. I was 
surprised to leam from it that not all New 
Zealand surgeons do a receptor test on 
your tumour yet. More women will now 
know to ask before surgery for it to be 
done which is important because it affects 
any treatment you may later need. Dyson 
says adjuvant chem otherapy is now 
offered to pre-menopausal women whose 
nodes are involved but I know women 
now without node involvement who have 
been offered it. The scene is a rapidly 
changing one as researchers worldwide 
struggle to try to break the disease’s stran
glehold on women.

I asked my friend Glen who has just 
com pleted  a six m onth course of 
chem otherapy how she felt about the 
chapter on it. She said she liked it because 
the hospital notes she was given (there’s 
more inform ed consent these days at 
Auckland Hospital) did not refer specifi
cally to breast cancer.

The chapter on pregnancy reveals just 
how much the medical profession does 
not know about the causes of breast can
cer. It has stopped advising women who 
have had it that they should not have chil
dren because it does not know whether 
they should or not.

I can think of several intelligent young 
women who died in the last two years 
before reaching the age of 50 -  Anne, 
Trish, Chris and Noeline -  whom I belive 
would have been as pleased as the friends 
I have quoted and I are at the publication 
of this well written and illustrated book, 
which could save lives.

Barbara Holt
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HEAVY PETTING 
DIR: OBIE BENZ

The m ovie H eavy P etting  is a ligh t 
hearted documentary on sex and dating in 
the 1960s. It shows corny but classic 
scenes from educational feature films as 
well as parts of interviews with people 
who were teenagers in the 60s, talking 
about their own experiences with sex and 
dating.

The film had some real cool bits in it, 
it had Marilyn Monroe and other women 
from the 1960s. It had all these bits from 
these old m ovies in it, my mum kept 
laughing, she thought it was really funny, 
I think it was bringing back memories or 
something.

They also had all these clips of people 
about my parents’ age, like David Byrne 
out of Talking Heads and Jerry Rubin, 
raving about their teenage years and sex 
etc. Some bits were funny but when they 
raved on for ages it got a bit boring.

The clips from the movies were quite 
good, they were kind of corny but you 
could see why our parents are so hung up

about sex, like when this young woman 
was going out and the father started 
yelling at her to change because she 
looked like a tart. It was really weird 
because she was practically wearing a 
tent. I thought her mother was a bit wet.

It was quite funny to see how most of 
the guys were scared of the girls but try
ing to look cool, really making fools of 
themselves. Some weren’t so bad, but it 
was really different from today when all

the guys are full of themselves, think 
they’re shit-hot and can get any “chick” 
they want.

They showed us scenes from these old 
sex education films. You can tell how 
much things have changed.

Altogether it was a pretty funny film, 
worth seeing, especially recommended 
for adults like my mother.

Kate Lange

ASA
GALLERY
EX H IBITIO N S

Nov 4th - Nov 15th 
Galleries 1, II, III & 1V 

ASA Diploma Students 
opening Nov 6th at 5pm.

Nov 18th - 29th 
Galler y I 

LIDIJA CUKOR

Gallery II 
JULIE COLLIS

Work in fibre

Gallery III
CATHRYN MONRO

'Speculation'

A U C K L A N D  
S O C I E T Y  OF  A R T S  
I 3 B L A K E  S T R E E T  
P O N S O N B Y  I 0 0 2 
P H O N E  7 8 4 - I 6 0

MEMORY
Margaret Mahy 
Penguin $7.95

Published for the teenage m arket, 
Memory’s central character is Jonny, an 
unemployed youth trying to resolve the 
death of his twin sister, Janine.

He is introduced drunk, just been in a 
pub fight and arrested, searching for 
Janine’s best friend Bonny, also known as 
the Pythoness.

He doesn ’t find her, finds instead 
Sophie in her house in a supermarket 
carpark in the early morning. She’s aged 
and in the throes of senile dementia. She 
thinks Jonny is her cousin and old forbid
den love Alva.

On this pretense, Jonny stays with 
Sophie in her house in the working class 
district where he and Janine were chil
dren. He clashes with a childhood tormen
tor, Nev, finds Bonny, helps Sophie and 
begins a process of emotional healing.

Margaret Mahy has an international 
reputation for children’s books including 
The Lion in the Meadow, The Man Whose 
M other was a P irate, The P ira tica l 
R um bustifica tion  and The H aunting. 
A part from  stories in the E ducation 
Department’s School Journals, she was 
first published by English publishers JM

Dent because, as Betty Gilderdale says in 
Introducing Margaret Mahy -  the amaz
ing person behind those fantastic books 
New Zealanders were wanting stories 
about New Zealand, they were sick of 
English books.

G ilderdale says Mahy was heavily 
influenced by her parent’s Comish/Celtic 
background and the English stories and 
G erm an fairy tales of a New Zealand 
1930s/40s childhood.

M em ory  is a Pakeha book set in 
Christchurch.

Bonny -  “a little bit of unidentified 
E uropean, a little  b it M aori, some 
Chinese, a drop or two of Indian, maybe” 
-  and her sister Samantha -  “a straight 
Maori Pakeha cross” who takes the name 
Hinerangi Hotene and becomes a radical 
activist -  were adopted by liberal white 
professionals. Bonny says: “Children like 
me used to have to wait quite a while 
twenty years ago before being chosen... 
we were the next best things to rejects”. 
But the issue of adoption is undeveloped, 
flat, secondary to the novel’s pace.

There is another unworked area. What 
does the Pythoness -  Bonny wearing sil
ver moons, dark stars, a snake ring and 
using magic, represent? Some aspect of 
radical feminism? Why does she give it 
up when Janine dies? Does she feel her 
power is responsible for Janine’s death? 
It’s not obvious.

Jonny’s paranoia is that he is responsi-
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ble for the death. Mahy is excellent in 
unfolding his clumsy, embarrassing, at 
times brutal kiwi male approach to emo
tional resolution. At one point he thinks 
that by having sex with Bonny he would 
get power over the Pythoness and the 
past. There’s an ugly scene in the kitchen 
that rings realistic. Likewise the unfin
ished ending is realistic, unsentimental.

Memory is published for the teenage 
market but i t ’s an adult book too. I t’s 
about relationships, Pakeha society, and it 
touches on class, ageism, housing prob
lems. It’s got pace, action; original and 
colourful language. It proves Mahy is 
well deserved of her international (read 
northern hemisphere) reputation. Memory 
won the Young Observer Teenage Fiction 
Prize.

Jane Blaikie

THE COMMON THREAD 
WRITINGS BY WORKING-CLASS 

WOMEN
Eds June Burnett, Julie Cotterill, 

Annette Kennerley, Phoebe 
Nathan and Jeanne Wilding 

Mandarin $17.95

Early on the book makes this challenging 
statement: “For many years it has been 
unacceptable for working-class women to 
put class on the feminist agenda. It’s seen 
as divisive, and wandering from the main
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point. Socialist feminists, always with an 
eye to male approval, sit discussing how 
to reach ‘ordinary women’, working-class 
women ‘out there’, whilst ignoring those 
of us who are ‘in there’. After all, if 
you’ve managed to find your way to a 
feminist meeting and can articulate your 
opinions, then you can’t possibly be 
working class... Other schools of femi
nism simply get defensive, or look the 
other way when class is mentioned, seeing 
econom ic class as a mere ‘male con
cept’. . .”.

(Early on too, this reviewer would like 
to state her own class background: more 
or less, raised middle class by working 
class parents.)

So what is this book about? It’s been 
put together by a collective, The Common 
Thread, through “years of hard slog”. It’s 
365 pages with 98 contributors -  i t ’s 
poems, short stories, diary excerpts, her- 
story, criticism, celebration, autobiogra
phy. I t ’s accessib le, en ligh ten ing , 
frightening, thought provoking, funny. For 
example, a poem: “I am a dying breed/ a 
lost burlesque show/ working class hero/ 
cockney/ well almost/ sparrow/ enjoying 
overt crudity/ crying/ at the loss/ of inno
cence/ poverty/ and cheap laughs/ trying 
hard/ to merge/ a university education/ 
and/ a political consciousness/ with a 
deep-seated/ appreciation/ of glitter”.

The experiences are almost all British- 
based, it’s an English publication, and the 
contributors are so varied as to break 
down the stereotypes of Flo Capp, Hilda 
Ogden and Vera Duckworth. “We come in 
all shapes and sizes, nationalities and 
ages. We’re black and white, Jewish and 
Gentile, lesbian and heterosexual and we 
live with a range of disabilities, physical 
and otherwise”.

As a collective, the women have also 
organised open meetings and readings of 
working class women’s work, encouraged 
individual women to write, set up working 
class women’s groups, made hundreds of 
contacts, contributed to other anthologies, 
written articles, participated in confer
ences and challenged classism. “For all of 
us in the Common Thread, the involve

ment has, literally, changed our lives”.
Each contribution was “argued and 

thought about”. Hundreds were received. 
Each is short enough not to detract if it 
doesn’t appeal to the reader. As a whole 
i t ’s rich. I t’s a book to pick up, enjoy 
some more, put down, and ration out 
until, surprisingly fast, it’s finished.

O riginally, some of the collective 
wanted to produce a book which explored 
the boundaries of class and the relation
ship between class, feminism, race and 
sexuality. But, the book states, the early 
publicity was vague and invited contribu
tions from working class women on more 
or less any subject. “We were inundated 
with material -  letters, poetry, prose -  
from  women who had been silenced, 
unpublished, or denied recognition as 
writers... So, directed by the pieces sent 
in to us, a different, but powerful book 
has emerged...”.

Yippee for that. Common Thread must 
have a broader audience because of it. 
This book is the raw material, a basis, the 
beginnings of a working class social his
tory which is scarcely documented.

Two in the collective have already 
agreed to co-edit a second book “in which 
we will seek out land where we... can 
come together to explore our identities 
and the links we might forge”. Common 
Thread raises the question of how much 
existing feminist analysis is middle-class, 
academic angst anyway. To read it ( and 
worse, to understand it) -  a boring initia
tion. To discuss it -  an exclusive tech
nique. Isn’t the revolution meant to be 
fun? And who isn’t going to come if it’s 
dull?

Which leads to the related question of 
identity politics (your politics defined by 
how you identify -  by class, gender, race, 
sexuality, ability). Will it end in success
ful divide and rule by the oppressors; or 
will it lead to a stronger, deeper and wider 
progressive movement?

One final question: Has modem femi
nism been more easily dismissed because 
it is seen as being middle class?

Jane Blaikie
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Her Wits About Her - self defence success 
stories by women is a Women’s Press publi
cation, edited by Caignon and Grove. While 
it is not as inspiring and thrilling as it says 
on the cover this book does redefine rape 
victims and survivors. Black, white, old, 
young, in some way they fight back, refus
ing to become victims (“sacrifices unto 
death”). Mercifully absent are McGyver 
strategies and sensationalism. No voyeuris
tic thrills here. A valuable book.

Saturday’s Women by Anne McLean, 
Judith Challies, Joanne Gumbrell and 
Rosemary Maxwell, published Hazaed 
Press, has the sort of cover that would never 
entice me to pick it up from among the won
derfully-designed array of books available 
today. However, I found the content quite 
inspired. Written collectively by four New 
Zealand women with feminist backgrounds, 
it covers such topics as energy, healing, 
chakras, shielding and consciousness. This 
may sound pretty esoteric to the uninitiated, 
but it’s obviously written from the heart and 
the everyday experiences of “ordinary” 
women. I like the easy style and the way 
each woman records her experience, at the 
same time keeping a flow which reflects the 
strong rapport these women obviously have. 
It reinforces the general message of the 
book -  that all life is connected by a com
mon “energy”.

Martine Bouillier

It’s very like New Zealand’s Her story, but 
of course the women are Australian. It’s An 
Australian Women’s Diary 1990, compiled 
by Lyn Collingwood. The entries are a mix
ture of past and present. The older women 
are more “ordinary” -  twins who lived for 
100 years, switchboard operators in 1881 
and so on -  while the contemporary women 
are grander -  head of broadcasting, top door 
to door salesperson, skating champion and 
so on. But these are differences of degree. 
Including only one clearly Aboriginal 
woman seemed a bit thin. The highlight for 
me was the old photos, especially the one of 
Canaon O’Reilly’s servants, all stiff and 
grim (as life must have been with the canon) 
in their best clothes.

Pat Rosier

L E T TE R S from page 16 
position compared to lesbian women, when 
we consider the following; some of the most 
economically disadvantaged women in our 
society are those who have been deserted by 
husbands and are struggling to live on the 
DPB with several dependent children; wife 
battering and abuse occurs precisely because 
women are in particular heterosexual relation
ships; feminist women in heterosexual rela
tionships invariably have to fight moment by 
moment to maintain or establish an equitable 
relationship with their partner.

This is not to deny the struggles of, and

discrimination against lesbians, but they 
shouldn’t be assumed in advance as an 
unproblematic given, just as heterosexuality 
for women can’t automatically be assumed as 
a “privilege”. Indeed a great deal of feminist 
writing has concerned itself with detailing how 
heterosexuality, as it is currently organised in 
our society, supports the patriarchy and invari
ably doesn’t serve women’s interests.

This also raises the issue of what we mean 
when we talk about “privilege”. This notion 
needs to be made problematic -  that is, we 
need to be quite clear what we are talking 
about when we uses such words, rather than 
simply assuming that everybody knows and 
that we have a shared meaning of the concept.

What I believe feminists such as Allanah 
Ryan are suggesting, is that feminism must be 
careful to recognise the complexity of the 
various power relations which form the con
ditions of women’s lives, without simply 
assuming in advance, that particular groups of 
women “have privilege” or indeed that others 
don’t “have privilege”.

KAREN NEWTON
Auckland
[Ed note: in fairness to both Cushla and 

Alison, the coverage of the conference in the 
Broadcast item “Red Stockings” was heavily 
cut because of space limitations. From what 
we know of Alison Laurie’s workshop it 
showed that “privilege” is in fact something 
which shifts.]

ANSWER TO NEW MAN
Dear Broadsheet,

Your New Man correspondent, Hamish 
MacEwan, (Broadsheet 170, 1989), is wrong, 
very wrong, when he argues that everything is 
rosy in the garden of gender politics. Having 
the gall to label himself as a “feminist man” 
(I’m sorry but, no, you can’t be), he obviously 
belongs to the group of sensitive New Age 
guys who have been duped into believing that 
he gains women rightfully demanded have 
been won and that feminism is old hat 
because “post-feminist” woman can do what
ever she wants -  so long as she can do it on 
two-thirds of a male wage!

The images of the sharing and egalitarian 
modem man help to obscure the fact that very 
little of substance has changed. The effect of 
the emergence of the media-created New Man 
has been to reinforce the existing power 
structure by producing a patriarchal mutation 
which is better able and more suited to retain 
control.

Mr MacEwan bemoans the fact that 
Broadsheet only publishes the bad news about 
men and therefore, strangely, is “sexist”. The 
truth is that men like Mr MacEwan choose to 
ignore the reality of child abuse, incest, 
domestic violence, sexual harassment and 
rape. The New Man seeks to carefully avoid 
all mention of this other side of the image of 
men, preferring to highlight the baby-holding, 
pram-pushing, birth-attending, vacuum clean
ing, sweaty-palmed father-to-be who emerges 
in the feature pages of the local media.

I, too, subscribe to Broadsheet, but rather 
than being shocked at the “horror it is to be 
male”, I am reminded of the need for men to 
change. Sadly Hamish MacEwan represents the 
man who is more style than content and whose 
existence is a ruse to persuade those that call 
for change that it has already occurred.

RODNEY HARRIS
Australia

JUST PUBLISHED 
OUR NEW HANDBOOK 

SERIES
NO BODY’S PERFECT
A self-help book for women who have 
problems with food
Jasbindar Singh & Pat Rosier
Excellent and very practical help with eating 
problems. Includes resourse list and contact 
addresses for local support groups. $15.95
PREMENSTRUAL SYNDROME 
Your options 
Helen Duckworth
Useful advise and information on how to 
diagnose and deal with PMS. Approaches 
range from diet and exercise to natural 
remedies. You don’t have to put up with it! 
$14.95

New
L I M I T E D

CARRINGTON 
CATERING 

\ SERVICES

HU I 
FORUM 

SEMINAR 
WORKSHOP 

CONFERENCE 
PRESENTATION

OUR FACILITIES CAN HELP 
YOU TO FACILITATE

BOARDROOM 
CAFETERIA 

DINING ROOM 
SEMINAR ROOMS 

LECTURE THEATRES 
( F u l l y  Equipped) 

EXTENSIVE OUTDOOR AREAS 
ALL CATERING NEEDS AVAILABLE 

(Your Place Or Ours)
AT

COMPETITIVE RATES

PH O N E  ( 0 9 )  8 6 8  7 0 2

C CARRINGTON POOTECHNIC
M t A lb e r t  A u c k la n d  3
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HE ORIPES OF

I  That Time of the Year again. Pre 
Merrymaking Tension is with us once more 
-  that creeping Christmas cloud which may 
spread goodwill to all men, but doesn’t do 
much for women as a rule. This is the fami
ly season when we engage with our nearest 
and dearest in one way or another, and 
divorce lawyers start their five-finger calcu
lator exercises while women’s refuges over
flow.

Cheer up though. I must here confess 
that, according to an article I read in New 
Scientist (the research that goes into this 
column!) my gloom and doom opening cho
rus is just reflecting a commonly held, but 
mistaken belief about Xmas blues. 
Preliminary findings suggest that the suicide 
rate and depressives’ admissions to mental 
hospitals don’t increase on public holidays 
like Xmas Day -  no indeed they occur a 
week or two after, ho ho ho. So that’s all 
right then.

With that negative stuff out of the way, 
I can now turn to ruminating on what 
I’d really like for Xmas. Apart from global 
gifts like universal peace, justice and equity, 
that is.

Well, I already have a subscription to 
Broadsheet which must of course be at the 
top of everyone’s wish list. But I always 
welcome the old faithful boxes of choxes 
because they hasten the process of total 
immersion in end-of-year womanly guilt 
over past and present deficiencies. When I 
wallow, I like to do it thoroughly -  just as 
all conscientious women perform the tasks 
allotted to them.

However, just in case I miss out on the 
confectionery, I’ve decided that what might 
brighten up my humdrum existence is the 
acquisition of a Mr Right. (Yes, yes, I ’m 
familiar with the sharp criticisms of my het
erosexist partnership preferences, but we all 
have our foibles). Goodness, I hope Santa 
Claus doesn’t get stuck bringing him down 
the chimney, and thanks for the thought but 
even gift-wrapped and with the reindeer 
thrown in, symbolic Santa himself, patriar
chal controller of distribution goodies, 
leaves me cold.

Now a project of this social importance, 
aimed at encouraging my re-entry into the 
real, working, coupled world, needs a lot of 
careful consideration. For example, do I

really fancy a toy boy? The short answer is 
no, but such a response may well be gov
erned by the reality of my limited income 
which falls far short of what I imagine 
someone my age would need to keep such a 
plaything in play. Anyway, if I could afford 
a bauble like an expensive sports car I ’d 
give it to me. I wouldn’t tell this to everyone 
but I ’ve always had this very secret fantasy 
of myself at the wheel of something furious
ly fast and flamboyant. Silly really, as my 
hair is too short to stream back provocative
ly in the wind, and actually if I am exposed 
to a brisk draught with the roof down, I need 
a particularly stout shawl to protect my 
arthritic neck and shoulder. Anyway, motor
ways terrify me and I am such a law-abid
ing, timid driver that a friend who 
sometimes borrows my car claims that she 
finds it impossible to put it in a parking 
place that is even the teeniest bit illegal.

Well, that’s one option I have to let pass. 
I ’m not madly enthusiastic either about get
ting involved with a SNAG, a category 
dreamed up by Dale Spender to indicate a 
Sensitive New Age Guy. It makes me a bit 
tired just to think about it. By the time 
SNAG’s finished telling you how much he 
identifies with you because he too has 
always felt Oppressed on account of not 
being good at rugby and has Suffered from 
the macho image imposed on him and is 
Caged by the conservative attitudes of his 
partner and her family who don’t appreciate 
his support for her Liberation, you’ve 
missed the episode of the TV series you 
always watch. And after he’s conveyed to 
you how sexually unadventurous his partner 
is, besides not really being on his intellectual 
and emotional wavelength, and just how 
bleak his existence is, and how he could 
respond to someone warm like you whose 
vibes are so positive and caring, you’re 
refusing to be shown how to massage him 
because you’ve got one of those nasty AO 
(Age Old) headaches coming on that 
requires instant solitude in a single bed.

No thanks. I guess what I ’m over-opti- 
m istically seeking is a MEDAL, i.e a 
Mellow Educable Devoted Affluent Liaison.

Where to look? Where lots of other peo
ple go in their search for fulfilment or fun or 
companionship or sex or A Relationship or 
whatever, viz the “Personal” column of a

Saturday New Zealand Herald. Take its 
most recent manifestation. My eye did 
linger on one call for a “Female, exception
ally supple (double jointed) wanted for 
friendship with Contortion Society man”. 
What rich full lives some characters lead but 
I must ask: do Contortion Society men have 
sympathy for feminism and lots of money? 
Until I have this vital information and have 
doubled my joints this ad must go into the 
Pending file.

Then there’s a hearty “Hi there. Are you 
considered gorgeous?” To be perfectly hon
est that isn’t actually a description thrown 
my way on a daily basis and I don’t even 
know whether I could still fake it, particu
larly as this “independent guy... sincerely 
looking for a sincere friendship” suggests 
that Gorgeous is “into skiiing perhaps” and 
my single joints are prophetically creaking.

But hold it. Here’s something promising. 
“Male, 33, one in a million (Hite Report 
p321) seeks female, any age, for honest 
relationship.” Be still my beating heart 
while I do some of my calming deep breaths 
and wipe off my excited steamed-over 
glasses as my trembling fingers turn to 
p321. Bit of a let down really -  it’s just one 
of the brief quotes: “A sensuous man (one in 
a million) enjoys a woman’s body...” . I 
have a suspicion that this advertiser may 
well be a potential SNAG who expects a 
round of applause at the end of his perfor
mance.

Well, so far so unsuccessful. What a pity, 
especially as one of the groups advertising -  
self styled “human relations consultants” -  
tells me that: “An investment in your per
sonal life makes sound business sense”. But 
so many investments are proving a dead loss 
these days as corporations go broke, that 
this kind of speculation is really risky.

Trouble is, I don’t know that I really trust 
Santa Claus with my MEDAL mission 
either (a book token is probably safer than a 
token MEDAL). Maybe I’d do better to set
tle for less ambitious prezzies that will 
embellish my life of selfless singlehood, 
while I dream of a time when we don’t have 
to “work at” or “invest in” relationships 
because they’re not commodities or jobs but 
are human, equal fun.

Happy Solstice everyone. . /1

7L. ^
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B o o k s h o p  ★  D i r e c t o r y
■  AUCKLAND
Towards a Nuclear free and Independent 
Pacific Hui Programme: Fiji -  Recognition of 
Indigenous Peoples Rights in a Democracy, 1 
October, Ponsonby C om m unity C entre; US 
M ilitary  Bases in  the Pacific , 1 Novem ber, 
Otara Music and Arts Centre; Te Hui Oranga 
1989, 1-3 December, venue to be announced. 
F u rth e r in fo rm a tio n  from : PPA N A C , (09) 
2747706 (Philomena); PCRC, 375862 (Jane); 
Tamaki NFIPC, 776128 (Julie or Aloce).
Juliet Batten: Sacred Spaces An art event at 
35a Jervois rd, 7pm Friday 17 November. Check 
details with Juliet, ph 696-123 
Women’s Programme on Access Radio, Mon. 
Women’s Film-making ph 303 1657.
■  HAMILTON
Patients Rights Advocacy Meetings first wed 
of m onth at 7.00pm, 65 Tawa St, Ham ilton, 
phone (071)435-837
Lesbian Line available for information and sup
port on Mondays, 7-10pm, phone (064) 56833
■  WELLINGTON
Digger and Nudger Try Harder by Lorae 
Parry, Carmel mcGlone and Jean Betts, at Bats 
T h ea tre , 1 K ent Tee, W ellin g to n , opens 8 
November. Directed by Jean Betts.
■  CHRISTCHURCH
Women’s House is an umbrella organisation for 
W omen’s Action Group on Drug Abuse, The 
H ealth  A lte rn a tiv e s  fo r W om en, O tau tah i 
W om en’s Labour Pool, W omen w ith E ating 
D iso rd e rs  R eso u rce  C en tre , C an te rb u ry  
W om en’s E m p lo y m en t T ru st. W om en’s 
Counselling Service are also members. Cramner 
Centre, enr M ontreal and Armagh St, phone 
Ruth 796-970 or Sue 667-725.
Lesbian/Gay Radio Programme O utwaves 
every Wednesday 7-8pm on Radio UFM 98.3. 
E x c lu s iv e ly  le sb ia n  c o n ten t on th e  f irs t 
Wednesday of each month.
Aoraki Lesbian and Gay Support Group pot 
luck tea at members homes third Sunday every 
month, contact Morrigan (056)34-813, or Brian 
(056)43-853. PO Box 784, Timaru.
Summer solstice c e le b ra tio n  fo r w om en. 
Saturday 23 D ecem ber, early  m orning. For 
details phone Helen (03) 663-248; Nicola (03) 
481-076; Ruth (03) 656-943; Sue (03) 810-967.
■  NATIONAL
The Treaty of W aitangi: q u estio n s  and 
answers. A resource kit for Pakeha produced by 
P ro je c t W aitang i. A fo llo w -o n  from  the  
Waitangi Tribunal kit. Everything you wanted to 
know about the Treaty. Available from: Project 
Waitangi, P O Box 825, Wellington $9.90. 
Kaitiaki paper written for the Resource man
agem ent Law  R eform . C opies from  T anya 
Cumberland, Manukau Action, 100 Kauri Pt Rd, 
Laingholm, at $12 each incl. postage.
NZ Institute of Management women’s confer
ence 6-7 Nov, Christchurch Town Hall. For info, 
phone Jill Coleman (03)792-302.
Not the 1990 Calendar! Produced by the He 
Taua/Atac Coalition. $10 + GST per copy to P O 
Box 68553, Newton (Ak) Tamaki Makaurau
■  INTERNATIONAL
Wildwise is a women’s adventure company who 
organise scuba, sailing, horse trekking, walking 
trips in Australia, and skiing trips in NZ. For 
more info, write to 20 The Drive, Stanwell Park, 
NSW 2508, or ph Australia (042)942302. 
Lesbian festival Melbourne, January 1990. If 
you or your group wants to organise for the 
1990 lesbian festival, we will send you informa
tion about whatever areas you are interested in - 
attending, offering a workshop, helping organ
ise. W rite to: Lesbian Festival 1990 Box 302 
North Carlton 3054, Australia

★  CHRISTCHURCH

Kaic Sheppard 
XJomcns Bookshop

145 Manchester St, 
Christchurch

MON-THURS 9AM-5.30PM 
FRIDAY 9AM-9PM
SATURDAY 10AM-1PM

•  MAIL ORDERS WELCOME •
If vou can’t come to the shop 

‘ Phone us (03) 790 784

★  PALMERSTON NTH

■ BOOKS ■ MUSIC ■ ARTS 
■  JEWELLERY ■  HAND PAINTED CLOTHES 

MAILORDERS WELCOME
Square Edge, P.O. Box 509 Palmerston North

★  W E L L I N G T O N

UNITY
BOOKS
the most interesting bookshops!

119-125 WILLIS ST, WELLINGTON 
PHONE LOUISE OR MARION 856 110

★  H A M I L T O N

BENNETTS
UNIVERSITY 

BOOK CENTRE 
(WAIKATO)

♦

PH (071) 66813

Women’s Bookshop Ltd 
N.Z.I. Arcade Garden Place, 

Hamilton, PO Box 541
Mon - Thurs 9am-5pm
Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 9am-lpm

Ph 80-656

★  A U C K L A N 9
r e a l  i » © o k s

literature, art, health 
children's books

for book lovers

95 Victoria Road 
Devon port 

Phone 452-410

★  A U C K L A N J
W O M E N Sth e

B O O K S H O P
(Embracing Broadsheet Bookshop)

Books by, for and about women
♦  N on-sexist ch ild ren’s books
♦  M usic Posters Jewellery
♦  Unusual cards
♦  Coffee and herb tea

-  Mail orders welcome -  

228 DOMINION RD, AUCKLAND, PH 607 162

★  A U C K L A N

UNITY
BOOKS
the most interesting bookshops!

19 HIGH ST, AUCKLAND 
PHONE NIGEL OR JOE 370 393

★  A U C K L A N I
PATHFINDER BOOKS

Books J*or
Inner Development 
and
Wellbeing

SENO FOR FREE CA TAL OO UE TOO A Y
Old C ustom house C ubacade
Customs Street Cuba Mall
Auckland Ph 790 147 Wellington Ph 844 563

★  A U C K L A N I
HARD TO FIND SECOND 

HAND BOOKS
171 -  173 The Mall 

Onehunga
Ph: 644 340

Largest S E C O N D  H A N D  
Bookshop in Auckland. 

A lw a y s  buying and se l l ing  
of N e w  Age, Femin ist and 

all  qualify books.
Buyer can collect.
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MOVING 0!
SMALL TRUCK AVAILABLE FOR REMOVALS

$25 PER HOUR

7 DAY SERVICE

PHONE DAVE OR BILL 
•5 2 2 1 2 2 9 *

WE OFFER EFFICIENT, RELIABLE AND |  
FRIENDLY SERVICE AT VERY 

COMPETITIVE RATES 
CALL US- EVENINGS I

---------------------------------------1

JOB SEEKING?
Need a Curriculum Vitae (CV)? 
Send for a step by step booklet. 
You’ll be amazed at what you 

have to offer an employer!

Please send me
N am e:................
Address:.............

________copies of the booklet at $4.95
each ($4.50 ea. for more than 20 copies. 
Plus $1 postage/handling. I enclose a 
cheque for $____
Post to Expressions, P.O Box 
911, Nelson.

‘-Reasonably priced 
• ‘.Horoscopes •

•  ‘Tarot 'Teadinjjs •  
serious, experienced reading 

to gain a better understanding of 
yourself and your potentials.

•  ‘Fern 'Tietrier 773 819 •  
on ‘Fridays, Ambrosia Cafe 

Surrey c'res shops, t jreii Lynn, Audi.

CANOEING COURSES & HIRE
• WOMANS INTRO. COURSES (woman

instructor)
■ FLATWATER INTRO.

• ESKIMO ROLLING & W H ITE  WATER
• WHANGANUI RIVER TRIP  

• CANOE HIRE 
• JUNIOR COURSES 
For pamplet contact:

Ray Button, 23 Coroglen Ave. Birkenhead. 

Auckland Telephone 419 0796

Mainly Toys
Educational and Creative Toys

For those special toys that last including 
a wide range of wooden and 

handcrafted items.
Also a comprehensive range of art and 

craft supplies.
Play area provided for children.

■Ii i K i i)
539 Mt Eden Road (just down from the village) 

Ph 606-318

A stro lo gy with 
Progressions and 
Transits to the 
natal chart.
Tarot reading

R e a s o n a b le  p ric es  - a re  n e g o t
ia b le  a t  V illa  A n tiq u e s . 3 6 6 -0 7 3 9

New Zealand grown
ORGANIC 
HERB TEA

Fresh taste Superior nourishment 
Two types: Relaxing and 
calming :Strengthening 

and clearing 
8 5  gm  $ 9 .0 0  2 5  gm  $ 4 .0 0  
Post paid Money back guarantee 
Drew Brownson Hokianga Herb 

Farm Wellness Centre R .D1, 
Kohukohu Northland

Abycgan
Womynbuilder

•
Quality work 

Construction/Design 
Consultation

PH (09) 861 083

CENTRE of SELF 
EMPOWERMENT

offers
COUNSELLING BY 

CORRESPONDENCE 
OR APPOINTMENT

Confidential, 
personalised, effective

Enquiries:
Jeanette Keukelaar. Dip Guid. 
counselling, B.A. Dip Teach. 
(09)600554 or P.O.Box 5765 

Wellesly St Auckland.

uA

FLY HIGH 
you, the wind, the kite 

amazing kites from 
around the world 

Traditional, Stunters 
Asian and Western 

We do classes, displays, 
Exhibitions, Stalls

KITES THAT FLY!
Main Rd RD3 Albany ph (09)415 8534 

catalogues available

positive
images
B arbara Dillon

•  P r o fe s s io n a l P h o to g r a p h y
•  P a s s p o r t  P h o to g r a p h s
•  C u sto m  P ic tu r e  F r a m in g

Cnr. A p ira n a  A ve & T an iw h a  S t  
P.O. Box 18-063 

Glen Innes, A u ck la n d

T e l e p h o n e  ( 0 9 )  5 2 1  2 5 0 0

Fed Up until Midnight 
Fed Up 7 Days a week 
Fed Up with Yummy 
Food

FED UP EATING HOUSE LTD
244 Ponsonby Rd

Get Up to Fed Up
OPEN 7 DAYS UNTIL 
MIDNIGHT WITH NEW 
LATE TIME MENU

O rig inal & exciting  
w om ens m usic

Write for a catalogue to: 
Emmatruck Music 

P.O. Box 53 
Oneroa Waiheke Is. 

Ph (09)72-7836

Video Aotearoa

For all video production Also VHS 
videos for sale:
Choice- young Maori and drugs and 
alcohol. 15 mins, (discussion starter, 
question sheet incl.) $65 
Women In Trades- interviews with 
women in non-traditional jobs. 12 mins. 
$27.50
Whats going on?- six scenarios 
concerning racism and sexism. 10 mins. 
(A trigger video, discussion material 
incl) $27.50
Post and packaging $3 for one video 
and $ 1 each extra video. PO Box 46- 
143 Herne Bay, AK. PH 869-114 a.h.

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH IN AUCKLAND 

7:30 PM. Sundays 
PITT STREET METHODIST 

CHURCH

A PLACE FOR ME AND A PLACE 
FOR YOU

7 8 7  790

Gays and Lesbians in Education. We
meet at Kohia Teachers' Centre 3rd 
Friday of every month 4-7pm. 
Socialising and discussion. Phone 
contact c/- Auckland Gay/Lesbian 
Welfare ph 3033584.

Lesbian Line Thurs 7.30 pm -  10 pm Ph
(09) 3033584. Telephone Counselling &

support service run by lesbian women for 
women. In association with Auckland Gay/ 
Lesbian Welfare Group.
Womanline a confidential non-judgemental 
listening and information phone line. Run 
by women for women. Phone (09) 765 173, 
Mon -  Thurs 9am -  12pm & 6pm -  9pm.

Birthmothers support group A support

group for women who have lost children 
through adoption. “By Birthmothers for 
Birthmothers." Ph 366 0752 Day or Night 
for information and support.
Lesbian Support/Coming Out 
Groups. Phone 585119. PO Box 47090 
Ponsonby. Auckland.

“Women’s Writing Group: Contact 
ph (09)764-857 Auckland WEA
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b e h in d  e v e r y  g r e a t  woman*

BY PO PULAR DEM AND

THE
KATHERINE MANSFIELD POSTER

(“ Behind every great woman is a man 
who tried to stop her”)

H A S BEEN R EPRIN TED

ORDER YOUR POSTER/S NOW 
AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 

SPECIAL OFFER

TO BROADSHEET READERS ONLY 
$10 and ($1 P&P)
2 @$16 ($1 P& P) 
3@ $24($ IP& P)

NAME ______________________________________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________

______________________ CITY _________________________________

v is a D  b a n k c a r d  Q  c a s h Q

EXPIRY DATE
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Her Brilliant New Album on CD, Tape & L.P. Available now!

Features the hit single ‘CROSSROADS’

wea
Records Limited


