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The job description read ‘It is an exciting job and means 
working with supportive and stimulating women. You 
will need organisational skills, initiative, self confi

dence..., and a commitment to feminism”. “Yes”, I thought, 
“I think I’ve got that” without being certain how I’d define it. 
Now eight months into the job as Broadsheet’s advertising 
manager/rep/person I’m still not sure if I could define that 
commitment, but I know I have it.

Broadsheet magazine exists because of women’s commit
ment: the commitment of the paid workers, like myself, who 
continue to produce the magazine in less than ideal circum
stances; of the other collective members in giving their time, 
energy and support; and the commitment of our readers who, 
by continuing to subscribe, buy the magazine, and give 
financial assistance -  at times with overwhelming generosity 
-  keep Broadsheet a reality. A collective commitment to 
ensure that New Zealand retains its own feminist 
publication!

And it ain’t easy. My job at Broadsheet was created some 
years ago as another means of generating funds to support 
the production of the magazine. So it’s the advertising rev
enue, shop sales and subscriptions which pay the wages, the 
rent, the postage, the printers bill, in general keep us going! I 
feel a huge responsibility to perform well in my job, to gen
erate those dollars and make the magazine viable. It makes 
for stressful employment at times!

Coming from a marketing background I’ve read the books 
and done the modules. I’ve even got some pieces of paper to 
show for it. I imagined it would be relatively easy to apply 
the skills I had to selling advertising for this magazine, what 
I hadn’t anticipated was peoples reaction to that ‘F’ word.... 
FEMINIST.

People I’d known for years started challenging me. It 
seems I’d not only taken on a new job, but as far as others 
were concerned, a new identity, and the whole of the feminist 
cause too!

On a personal level I’ve found the reaction very disap
pointing. I may now speak out when I object to a situation or 
statement and I use words like patriarchal and oppression 
more than I used to. But I don’t waste my energy trying to 
convince some men I know that they are the chauvinists they 
are, or women that they’re oppressed in their relationships, 
when that’s not what they want to accept.

What makes this job such a challenge, is that all the 
marketing strategies don’t matter a damn when you’re deal
ing with prejudice. You’d think that retailers and manufactur
ers would be eager to reach a specified target market, (that’s 
you, readers), and at such reasonable rates. However it 
would seem that main-stream media rules. That’s not okay -  
feminists are consumers too!

Selling advertising is also about commitment. I don’t have 
anything I can pull out and put through its paces to convince 
a prospective customer that “it” is just what they want. 
Instead I make a commitment to the customer that our very 
loyal readership (that’s you) will support their business, 
product, or event. In turn the customer makes a commitment 
to pay for advertising and (hopefully) advertise again. The 
success of this arrangement requires commitment from our 
readers. If things are starting to sound “over-committed” the 
solution is simple: support our advertisers, and say you saw 
them in Broadsheet! For selfish reasons - I love working 
here - I want Broadsheet to remain an entity, and I’m sure 
you do to.

CONTRIBUTIONS: Articles and illustrations should be sent with SASE enclosed and remain the property of the contributor. Permission must be sought from 
Broadsheet and from the contributor before any item is reprinted.
LETTERS: The Broadsheet collective may not agree with views expressed in letters. Some letters are edited in consultation with the writer. We do not publish personal 
attacks. Letters from men are published at the discretion of the collective. Letters that are addressed to the collective or the editor are assumed to be intended for 
publication. Please indicate clearly if they are not.
ADVERTISING: All copy and artwork is subject to approval. The collective reserves the right to cancel any advertisement. We do not advertise cigarette or alcohol 
products. We ask readers to let advertisers know you saw their product in Broadsheet.
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ALTERNATIVE HEALTH  
TH E R A P IE S  Q U ESTIO N ED
Could you please tell me -  is there any 
room in Broadsheet for the views of femi
nists like myself who find alternative 
health beliefs and health therapies 
unconvincing?

Two examples which have caused me 
to doubt whether Broadsheet would be 
able to accommodate views like mine are 
the story in the August issue about the lat
est “epidemic” -  pesticide poisoning -  and 
an article in a recent issue about 
endometriosis. The pesticide story was 
completely uncritical in its support for 
both diagnosis and treatment, and the 
endometriosis article, which began by 
being very cautious and rather skeptical in 
tone about orthodox treatment, abandoned 
this stance completely when discussing 
alternative treatments. This article worried 
me also because it was supposed to be 
about endometriosis, but, as I remember it, 
more case histories were about ovarian 
cysts than endometriosis. [Ed note: Our 
re-reading of the article indicates this 
statement is not accurate.] They affect dif
ferent organs and have different causes.

As you may have gathered, I am rather 
worried about what appears to be a blan
ket acceptance of the alternative health 
paradigm in Broadsheet. The popularity of 
the alternative health beliefs among femi
nists has always surprised and worried me, 
because feminists generally try and avoid 
victim-blaming. Why is it, then, that the 
“blame-the -victim” approach inherent in 
most alternative health beliefs is not iden
tified and rejected by feminists? Most 
alternative health therapies have this in 
common -  they blame the illness on the 
internal state of the victim of the illness or 
on their failure to take preventive action, 
not on external causes. The victim of the 
illness is responsible for being ill.

H ere’s another example of what I 
mean: this winter has been a bad one for 
colds and ‘flu -  the more you interact with 
people, the more likely you are to catch a 
bug from someone. Yet I don’t know how 
many times I ’ve heard women blaming 
themselves for catching the flu’-  “I must 
have been doing something wrong”, or “If 
I’d been eating a lot of garlic I wouldn’t 
have caught it”.

Don’t you honestly think they are being 
a bit unfair to themselves? And can’t you 
see the similarity between the “personal 
responsibility” of individuals for their 
wellness or illness, and the New Right’s

t t  e r s
“personal responsibility” of individuals for 
their success or failure in the economic 
sphere?

Another problem I have with alterna
tive therapies is the conceptual muddle 
surrounding them. “Natural” and “non- 
invasive” are words often used to distin
guish between alternative and orthodox 
treatments. But what is natural and non- 
invasive about acupuncture, homeopathy 
and “colonic irrigation” (enemas to you 
and me) used by naturopaths? The very 
word “natural” becomes impossible to 
define satisfactorily. “Natural” is held to 
be good, while “synthetic” is bad. But 
many “natural” things are very toxic -  for 
instance, hemlock, deadly nightshade, 
even comfrey. And who knows how many 
children are being fed honey (“natural”) in 
the belief that it will not rot their teeth, by 
parents who campaign against the fluori
dation of the water supply (“unnatural”)?

Feminists have been right to criticise 
the way that the medical establishment 
delivers orthodox treatments. The issue of 
delivery, though, is different from the issue 
of validity. I suspect that many people treat 
them as one. and reject the general validity 
of orthodox medicine because they reject 
the way it is currently being delivered. To 
coin a phrase, this is like throwing the 
baby out with the bath water.
Georgie Hall 
Wellington

DEPO STILL  R IDES
We subscribe to your magazine and see it 
as an important source of information for 
women. We were interested in your report 
in the August edition entitled “A New 
Sinister Anti-pregnancy Vaccine”. It is 
quite correct to say that when Depo 
Provera is given over a long period of 
time it can lead to a delay in return to fer
tility. However it does not cause perma
nent infertility. One situation where it 
should not be used is when women wish 
to fall pregnant soon after the injection is 
stopped.

To our knowledge Depo Provera has 
not been associated with liver and kidney 
damage. A small group of women will 
become depressed after taking Depo 
Provera and women with a previous histo
ry of depression should be counselled 
against using it.

In a study of rhesus monkeys given 50 
times the human dose of Depo Provera for 
10 years, cancer in the lining of the uterus 
developed. This does not occur in humans, 
in fact Depo Provera causes thinning of 
the lining of the womb and Provera tablets 
are often used to treat women with cancer 
of the womb lining. The most important 
thing about Depo Provera is women need 
to be fully counselled as to the advantages 
and disadvantages and then make an 
informed choice as to whether they want 
to use this method of contraception.

eb^ f1 A .
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cartoon: Josephine Tetley-Jones
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letters

Lesley McCowan
President - Contraceptive Choice

[Ed note: Contraceptive Choice is an 
organisation of women doctors. Their 
views on the use of Depo Provera are not 
shared by many feminist health workers 
and groups, in New Zealand and 
overseas.]

G O D D ESS PR IN C IPLE
I am trying to find other people who are 
interested in forming a group for worship, 
who are committed to returning the god
dess principle to religion. I myself, have 
found that many of the existing 
groups/covens were following ideas which 
did not seem to come from the Goddess, 
although I would be interested in hearing 
from anyone who belongs to one; as I 
would be sincerely interested in what their 
beliefs actually are.

What I really want is to get in touch 
with other people who feel strongly about 
the Goddess energy, and would like to 
share their ideas.

It strengthens one’s faith to be with 
others who also believe.

If you are interested please phone

f r o n t i n g  up

EDITORIAL DEADLINES
For the November Issue 26 September, 
for December 24 October.
POETRY
Please don’t send us any more poetry. 
We’ll announce our next double page 
spread well in advance.
OFFICE STAFFING
The best time to find someone in the 
office is between 9.30 and 3.30. We 
now have an answerphone so you can 
leave a message any time. 
DONATIONS
It’s annual appeal time. Please keep us 
in mind when you want to share some 
of your hard-earned money. Thank you 
to all the women out there who already 
make regular donations and those who 
add a bit to their subscription renewals 
or just send us something out of the 
blue. It all adds up.
VOLUNTEERS
If you have some regular spare time during 
the day and would like to help Cathy with 
tasks around the office, please call her on 
608 535.
Friends of Broadsheet Auckland, our 
wonderful band of fundraisers, are looking 
for more members. This is a fun, lively 
group to be part of. Call Megan on 763 
221 or Cathy 608 535.

Vanessa - (09) 766-171
Vanessa
Auckland

GREEN POLICY
In response to Lisa Sabbage’s article on 
“election blues” in August 1990 
Broadsheet, yes, the Green Party does sup
port safe, legal abortion, employment equi
ty, and upgrading the health services.

Because the current national structure 
of the Green Party is very new, and 
because of the commitment of Greens to 
participatory decision-making, we have 
not yet been able to publish details of our 
policies, and the above statement is based 
on the policy outlines which have been rat
ified at national meetings.

Greens in Aotearoa have always 
stressed that the decision to bear a child 
should ultimately rest with the woman 
alone; that they support affirmative action, 
to which pay equity has become the suc
cessor; and that full support must be pro
vided to enable individuals and 
communities to make their own informed 
choices regarding health care.

For an excellent summary of Green pol
icy from a feminist point of view I suggest 
people consult the section on the Values 
Party in Broadsheet Issue 121, July/August 
1984.

Finally, I would like to strongly endorse 
Lisa’s comment that small political parties 
cannot grow without support. If you want 
Aotearoa to become a society where the 
values of co-operation, nurturing and 
peace are more important than the current
ly prevalent values of competition, 
exploitation, and conflict, please - join the 
Green Party, send us a donation, and vote 
Green.
Ruth Gardner
Green Candidate for Christchurch Central

THE PLIG HT OF AFRICAN  
W IDO W S.
The situation of widows, particularly in 
Africa is one kind of oppression that has, 
over a long time, been take for granted; 
and studies into the situation of widows 
have been very scarce and marginal.

Among the Yako tribe in Cameroun 
Republic, a widow has no claim to her 
husband’s property and also no right to 
remain in her husband’s compound after 
the funeral rites of her deceased husband 
have been completed. Among the Yako, a 
wife is never accepted as a member of the 
husband’s family; she remains a member 
of her own family. The story is very much 
the same among the Ibos of Nigeria. The 
woman is sent packing if she objects to the 
husband’s kindred to take care of his prop
erty. Occasionally, in a polygamous family, 
the widow is married to the husband’s first 
son by another woman.

It is not only this deprivation of their

■ husbands’ property that is appalling, but 
also the unnecessary confinement widows 
are subject to after their husband’s death. 
In many societies the widow is restricted 
to her late husband’s compound during the 
traditional mourning period. She is not 
allowed to take a bath or comb her hair 
during the period. If the husband was a 
titled chief, the daughters of the husband’s 
clan, called “Umuada” may confine the 
widow for upwards of 21 days during 
which she is not allowed to be seen, wash, 
or change clothes. At the end of the 
mourning period the widow would scrape 
her hair, wash and put on a sack cloth, for 
one year. Although this confinement is no 
longer acceptable to educated women, 
when and where they object, they are 
often accused of being responsible for 
their husband’s death. Therefore, in their 
bid avoid such societal accusation, many 
widows still allow themselves to be sub
jected to the rigors of this tradition.

How can a widow who has been dis
possessed of her husband’s properties and 
land start a new life? What fate befalls 
widows who have been dependent all their 
lives, and valued primarily as homemak
ers? Indeed, among the problems they 
would face are poverty, loneliness, feel
ings of inadequacy as individuals, insuffi
ciency of income and lack of health care. 
At times they are depressed, and their 
depression is mistaken for senility. Their 
children are often malnourished and suc
cumb easily to episodes of diarrhoeal dis
eases and respiratory illness, two of the 
leading causes of mortality in early child
hood in African societies.

We of this Women’s Centre cannot stay 
aloof to watch these women oppressed. 
We believe that women must have the 
opportunity to have a say in matters that 
affect their lives and the lives of their chil
dren. This has prompted us to launch an 
educational campaign for ending all tradi
tional practices that endanger the lives of 
our women. With little funds, we are pro
viding direct services to these widows and 
elderly women.

We appeal to your readers to join us in 
our effort by your donation. We shall 
accept donation by personal cheques, 
bankdraft or International Money Order in 
any currency and should be sent by regis
tered mail. We also accept material gifts 
such as used clothing materials and books 
but such packages should be inscribed 
“charity donation/not for sale”. Please 
don’t enclose cheques in packages con
taining material gifts.
Hannah Edemikpong 
Women’s Centre, Box 185, Eket 
Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria 
WEST AFRICA 
note: cut for reasons of space
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cartoon:.

period, when, " ... the National Party 
adopted only two-thirds as many women 
as Parliamentary candidates as did the 
New Zealand Labour Party, and the bulk 
of women MPs in New Zealand have sat 
on Labour’s parliamentary benches.” At 
present 11 of the 14 women MPs are 
Labour, with five in the 20-member cabi
net. Robert Muldoon’s National Party gov
ernment (1975-1984) did not have a 
single woman in cabinet.

The backgrounds of women MPs are 
also examined in the paper. “National’s 
women candidates are more likely to have 
been associated with the more traditional -  
even male dominated -  sectors of society.” 
Colleen Dewe, for example, was a char
tered accountant and Ruth Richardson 
trained as a lawyer before she entered pol
itics, and used to work for Federated 
Farmers. Marilyn Waring, “the indepen- 
dent-minded National MP from 1975 to 
1984 who established close links with the 
women’s movement...had worked in the 
Opposition’s Parliamentary Research Unit 
prior to her selection as a candidate”. 
Labour women -  and Margaret Shields, 
Anne Fraser and Liz Tennet are given as 
examples -  have had greater links with the 
women’s movement/play-centre/women- 
dominated unions and so on. Labour’s 
women candidates, Hill and Roberts say, 
“thus frequently call upon their experience 
and contacts as women’s ‘networkers’ in 
the race for Parliament, while National 
women are more likely to be able to draw 
only on traditional political circles for 
advice and assistance.” This, they suggest, 
has given women more vote-pulling 
power.

However, women outside the parlia
mentary system are, in general, disillu
sioned about the performance of Labour

L E T ’S V O TE
Pat Rosier and Pat Kipping report on 

a new study about women’s 
performance at the polls and 

examine its implications.
The study by Nigel S. Roberts and Dr. 

Roberta Hill is called “Success, Swing 
and Gender: The Performance of Women 
Candidates for Parliam ent in New 
Zealand, 1946-87”. It shows that in that 
period, female candidates for the Labour 
Party have polled significantly better than 
their male counterparts, but for National 
Party candidates the reverse is the case -  
men do better than women.

The report is very academic -  full of 
tables, formulas, indices and discussion on 
the finer points of methodology. Its value 
is in the perspective it gives to looking at 
where women fit in the New Zealand 
political process compared to the rest of 
the world and in some useful comparisons 
between the role and effectiveness of 
women in the two major parties. It also 
provides hardcore evidence that women 
are having a major impact at the polls and 
in the Labour Party.

There are possibilities for using this 
information to further the influence of 
women in the Labour Party, at least. As 
the authors state in their closing remarks, 
“What we are witnessing is the impact on 
politics in New Zealand of the creation 
and utilisation of a new women’s network.

Pat Kipping ta lks  to Georgina Kirby at a Labour Party day where the party  
launched its wom en’s policy.

The evidence of this article at least sug
gests that political parties ignore it at their 
peril.”

New Zealand was the first country to 
give women the vote in 1893. (An inter
esting tit-bit in this report is that before 
they became part of the USA, the territo
ries of Wyoming, Utah and Colorado gave 
women the vote in 1869, 1870 and 1893 
respectively. The Isle of Man gave the 
vote to women property-holders in 1880.) 
New Zealand also has a higher proportion 
of women as Members of Parliament than 
any other Anglo-American, first-past-the- 
post democracy.

Hill and Roberts state bluntly that until 
the mid-70s women candidates and 
women MPs were a rarity. They credit the 
world-wide women’s movement with 
affecting government and party policies 
since the mid-70s. They describe the dif
ferent ways the political parties responded 
by analysing figures from the 1978-87

OCTOBER 1990 BROADSHEET  5



b r o a d c a s t
women MPs. It’s the nature of the process 
that they support party policy, of course, 
but voices raised against selling off 
national assets, taking resources from edu
cation and health (however this has been 
disguised as “devolution” or whatever), 
and for abortion legislation changes and 
the inclusion of sexual orientation (or 
even better, “lesbians and gay men”) in 
human rights legislation -  to give but a 
few examples -  would have been noticed.

Hill and Roberts’ study does indicate 
that Labour women have more links with 
women outside the party and more influ
ence within it. But that’s compared to 
zilch in the National Party, so let’s not get 
too excited about it. Palmer’s resignation 
and Moore’s elevation to Prime Minister 
doesn’t change anything much in policy 
terms. We have on our files some 
extremely rude letters Moore has written 
to women over the years, so that isn’t 
encouraging.

As the election draws nearer we (Pat 
and Pat) don’t see any “good” voting 
options. Our best “bad” option -  that 
seems half-way realistic -  would be to 
have a Labour Government returned with 
a very small majority and some New 
Labour and Green Party seats to keep both

Labour and National nervous and maybe -  
just maybe -  edge the government, of 
whatever party, closer to proportional rep
resentation. (For a detailed description of 
proportional representation see Jenny 
Rankine’s article, “Votes that count” 
Broadsheet 168, May 1989.) Re-electing a 
Labour Government might seem too much 
like endorsing their destructive policies. 
But a National Government would be 
worse: no DPB for women under 18, 
reductions to the dole, Winston Peters, 
still more user-pays in health, loss of pay 
equity legislation .... (One nervous reader 
fears that a National cabinet could contain 
nine members who were strongly against 
homosexual law reform in 1985.)

It’s not as simple as urging women to 
vote Labour (heaven forbid!). For exam
ple, many women we know in the 
Auckland Central electorate will not vote 
for Prebble under any circumstances. It’s 
more a matter of looking at the candidates 
in your electorate, quizzing them on their 
attitudes, and weighing their individual 
merit up against the possibility of getting 
a National Government by default. (Not 
because the majority want it but because 
so many can’t bear to endorse Labour.) 
New Labour has a good women’s policy,

the Green Party, not surprisingly, is good 
on environmental issues, both have policy 
statements that are readable and under
standable.

What we do urge you to do is vote -  
for someone. Our foremothers fought for 
this puny right, let’s use it. Maori women 
have the option of registering a non-vote 
in support of Tino Rangatiratanga, but for 
Pakeha women not voting has no impact.

And after the elections? Well, we’ve 
got the networks, we can use them. 
T here’s a phenomenon called “ the 
accountability factor” which is about 
women parliamentarians maintaining links 
with groups of women outside the corri
dors of power for support and challenge. 
We hope to write more about this in 
Broadsheet later. Meanwhile, let’s vote. 
“Success, Swing and Gender: The 
Performance of Women Candidates for 
Parliament in New Zealand, 1946-87” 
was published in the Australian jour
nal, Politics, 25(1), May 1990. Roberta 
Hill leads the Social Science Unit of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Relations, Christchurch, New Zealand 
and Nigel S. Roberts is Reader/Director 
of Continuing Education, Victoria 
University of Wellington. □

PK in her natural habitat, Chebucto Head, the entrance to 
Halifax Harbour, Nova Scotia.

H ELLO  -  G O O DBYE
It was only in the May issue of 
Broadsheet that I introduced myself to 
readers (although I’ve been working here 
since February) and now it’s time for my 
exit. I’m sad to leave Broadsheet and the 
women I work with, in the office, on the 
collective and the women I’ve interviewed 
for articles in the magazine. But for family 
and financial reasons, my husband, our 
two young children and I have decided to 
go home to Nova Scotia, our unique part 
of Canada.

I won’t bore you with describing how 
wonderful Nova Scotia is. It’s no more or 
less wonderful than New Zealand is for 
people who are part of this land. But the 
concept and power of “home” has become 
increasingly important to me in the four 
and a half years we’ve been away. As a 
Haida woman character in a Canadian 
novel said on returning to her village, 
“This is where I know myself.” So that’s 
where we’re headed, to a small, very pre
cise part of Canada where we know our
selves and made our bond with Earth.

I have no regrets about the year we’ve 
spent here except that it wasn’t longer. 
Working on Broadsheet has been a thrill. 
There is no magazine like this. In Canada 
there is no unfunded and independent 
feminist magazine. Feminists there are 
dependent on the benevolence of a conser
vative government for funding their femi
nist publications. Some of them have had 
their funds cut off this past year for getting

too stroppy about abortion and lesbian 
rights. Just how far can you challenge the 
patriarchy under those circumstances? 
Here in New Zealand you have this 
unique magazine with a tradition of chal
lenging whoever stands in the way of 
women getting what is rightfully ours. Do 
you know how special this is?

My parting words have to be, recognise 
the specialness of Broadsheet. Cherish her 
and make sure she survives. As the battle 
lines get drawn deeper around the globe

between women and the patriarchs, 
between rich and poor, between indige
nous people and the land/culture rapers 
and reapers, Broadsheet must be there, not 
just to report on the struggles and analyse 
their meaning but also as a symbol that 
New Zealand women are as stroppy, 
informed and determined as history and 
popular opinion has shown you to be.

I’ve got my subscription and a stack of 
back issues. New Zealand will never look 
the same to Canadians. □
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Jo Mackay reports on developments 

In the PSA (Public service 
Association) Journal of 

8 August 1990.
In the June 1989 issue, Broadsheet uncov
ered some “technological frankensteins”, 
among them the VDU equipment now in 
most offices and staffed mainly by women

operators. The incidence of documented 
eye and muscular complaints, and higher 
levels of anxiety and pregnancy irregulari
ties continues to mount, both overseas and 
close to home.

Most disturbing are reports of “clus
ters” of pregnancy problems occurring in 
usually high numbers among VDU opera
tors from the same work-place.

The scientific community is, as usual, 
divided over the exact nature of a link 
between VDUs and pregnancy problems. 
However, while the evidence may be 
inconclusive, Wellington trade union 
health and safety officer M argaret 
Mitchell is clear about workers’ rights:

“Short of bombarding pregnant women 
with radiation it may be difficult to prove 
the case scientifically one way or another. 
But while there is any question whatsoev
er that there is even the smallest risk, 
women must have the right to transfer to 
other duties.”

The PSA, and some other unions, have

b r o a d c a s t
lobbied hard to get a code of practice con
cerning the transferral of pregnant women 
away from VDUs, without them suffering 
any disadvantage in relation to salary or 
conditions of employment, written into 
awards and agreements. PSA senior 
industrial officer, Kathryn Fraser, says, 
“The PSA position is simple. Where a 
woman wants to move away from a VDU 
we will support her.”

In the private sector workers have often 
not fared so well. Clerical Workers Union 
women’s rights officer Terri Burling says 
that the combination of small offices 
where there is little chance of transfer to 
other duties, coupled with the voluntary 
nature of much of the code, means many 
women feel reluctant to raise the issue 
with their employer. “There can be real 
pressure from employers not to rock the 
boat and when you are the only one in the 
office other than the boss, it’s not easy to 
stick up for your rights.” □

W O M EN  IN  
P A R TN ER S H IP

Joan Donley reports on the First 
National Conference of the New 

Zealand College of Midwives Inc 
(NZCOMI) held in Dunedin in August.

The theme “Women in Partnership” 
reflected the unity between midwives and 
the women we support during the preg
nancy cycle. In fact the NZCOMI is the 
first professional body to include con
sumers, not only in its membership, but 
also in a decision-making capacity.

The conference was opened by 
Minister of Health, Helen Clark, who was 
made an honorary midwife in appreciation 
of her efforts in midwifing the Nurses 
Amendment Bill, which would restore 
autonomy to New Zealand midwives, 
through parliament.

Guest speaker Dr Marsden Wagner, 
World Health Organisation Regional 
Officer for Maternal and Child Health for 
the European region, made an impact on 
both the conference and the obstetricians 
he met with in Auckland, Wellington and 
Christchurch. The latter found him hard to 
handle, especially when he said, “You 
have far more interference in pregnancy 
than is necessary in this country.”

He made reference to New Zealand’s 
14 percent rate of forceps deliveries, com
pared to 5.7 percent in European coun
tries, excluding the UK. “Not only are you 
using forceps twice as often as you should, 
you are using the wrong instrument,” he 
said. He pointed out that vcntouse (vacu
um) extraction is preferable as research 
shows that this method does less damage 
to the baby’s head and to women.

Wagner was also critical of our 30-40 
percent epidural rate. “Nowhere else in the 
world do I know of such extensive use of 
epidurals,” he said, adding they “made 
women dead from the waist down” and 
contributed to out high rate of operative 
deliveries, which result in 25 percent of 
our babies being “either pulled out or cut 
out of their mothers”. He also detailed the 
side effects of epidurals and pointed out 
that they are the second most common 
cause of women dying during child-birth 
in the UK.

Wagner does not support the routine 
use of ultrasound in pregnancy. Waiting 
for someone to discover harm rather than 
actively pursuing the issue of safety is not 
satisfactory, he said. He also felt there was 
a conflict of interest when the safety moni
toring was done by the same clinicians

who use it as part of pregnancy care. 
There is evidence that the intensity of 
ultra-sound pulses is extremely variable 
and the dose absorbed in one place is not 
predictable. There are no agreed standards 
for the equipment.

His outspoken criticisms were not 
designed to enhance Wagner’s popularity 
with obstetricians. However, they were 
appreciated by those concerned about the 
high level of medicalisation of child-birth 
in New Zealand.

Each day of the conference was devot
ed to a specific topic: consumerism, mid
wifery and feminism -  “the three greatest 
threats to modem obstetrics!” With mid
wifery autonomy in the pipeline, there 
was much discussion on how midwives 
would meet this challenge. Having been 
trained in hospitals, midwives, like

Close attention form women at the conference. Joan Donley is third from  
right. Photo: Glenda Stimpson
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women, have succumbed to the fear 
engendered by the medical model of 
childbirth, and been oppressed by the hier
archical structure which makes them the 
handmaidens of doctors. In struggling to 
free themselves from this fear and condi
tioning they also have to contend with 
those trying to prevent them from break
ing free.

The only place a midwife can work 
with any real independence is in the com
munity. However, there is a strong lobby 
to require midwives to work for two years 
in a hospital first. This is completely 
counter-productive! Those midwives com
petent to practice, as the Report of the 
Social Services Committee concluded, are 
those registered by the Nursing Council. 
This was endorsed at the conference.

Since 1988 training has been a post
graduate year for nurses. A midwifery 
option within the Advanced Diploma of 
Nursing still exists at Waikato and 
Christchurch Polytechnics, in spite of 
efforts to have this discontinued. The 
other contentious midwifery training issue 
is that of “direct entry” which allows 
women with no previous nursing experi
ence tot rain as midwives. At present a 
possible three-year direct entry midwifery 
course at Carrington Polytech is blocked 
by lack of approval from the Nursing 
Council. The legal impediments have 
been removed, but the Nursing Council

MIDWIFERY COURSES 1991

* 1 year full-time Midwifery Course 
for registered nurses 
commencing in February and 
June.

* Diploma in Midwifery 3 year 
Direct Entry Midwifery Course - 
it is hoped this course will be 
available.

* Back to Midwifery 6 week block 
course for registered midwives 
wishing to return to practice 
commences 1 April 1991.

* Midwifery Update Seminars 1 
day seminars are held regularly 
for midwives wishing to refresh 
knowledge and skills.

Further information and application
forms available from:

School of Nursing & Midwifery 
Auckland Institute of Technology 

C.P.O.
Private Bag 
Auckland 

Phone 497 - 099

still has “philosphical problems” arising 
from its “misconception” that midwifery 
is a post-graduate course of nursing rather 
than a profession in its own right.

An amendment to the Nurses Act 1977 
would allow direct entry midwives to 
practice midwifery on the same basis as 
other registered midwives. Also, they can 
now register as domiciliary midwives. But 
the National Council of Women also 
opposes direct entry as it has been sug
gested to them by “some people” (guess 
who?) that three years comprehensive 
nursing education are necessary to guaran
tee familiarity with all complications and 
abnormalities. Direct entry would ease our 
serious shortage of midwives and make 
midwifery training more available to 
Maori and Pacific Island women would 
can then provide culturally sensitive care 
for their own people.

With independence, midwives will be 
directly accountable for their practice, 
especially on the domiciliary scene. In 
view of the medical opposition to this 
independence we can expect a few “witch 
hunts” in an attempt to show that the only 
“safe” practice is medical practice.

As Wagner pointed out in several lec
tures “babies do die” regardless of the 
quality of attention. This is a fact of life. It 
is also a social problem. Although New 
Zealand has a “no fault” medical misad
venture system embodied in the Accident

Compensation Act, this term is not 
precisely defined. As independent practi
tioners midwives will be subject to 
actions to sue by parents who feel a child 
has been damaged due, as they see it, to 
mismanagement of the birth, and will 
need indemnity insurance.

Re-education of midwives, birthing 
women and their partners is also needed 
in recognising that pregnancy and birth 
are normal functions. Wagner pointed out 
that when women are “delivered” rather 
than “giving birth” they become depen
dent on doctors -  both in the short and 
long term. For over 50 years New Zealand 
women have been conditioned to believe, 
and have also experienced, birth as a med
ical crisis. Therefore, many will see mid
wifery care as either dangerous or a 
second-best option.

However, for the first time since 1927, 
the Department of Health has officially 
claimed that birth is normal. In Policy 
Recommendations for Pregnancy and 
Childbirth (about to be published) it 
states that “pregnancy and childbirth are 
part of the life experience of women. The 
majority of women have the ability to 
conceive, undergo pregnancy and give 
birth without problems...” This official 
endorsement of birth as normal should 
help change the present attitude towards 
childbirth: midwifery independence will 
provide women with greater options. □

Bandana in perform ance on the night. photo: Shirley Tamihana

BROADSHEET NIGHT AT 
THE PHOENIX

Phew, it’s all over! The night finally hap
pened, it was a success and we even made 
some money!

Broadsheet would like to say THANKS 
to all the women who turned out, dressed up 
or not, to support our “Shero’s” party 
fundraiser. We’re very grateful to Sue and 
Lyn for allowing us to use the Phoenix Club 
as the venue. Their assistance and guidance 
in our darkest hours was invaluable. As with

all great occasions the path to success was 
not smooth, and we’re indebted to the 
women who stepped in at the last minute to 
perform for us: The Paua Fritters - Alice, 
Penny and Hilda -and Sally Burgess. Not for
getting, of course, Bandana who stuck with 
us from the beginning. They so generously 
gave their time and their performance was a 
highlight of the evening. I’m sure those that 
attended will agree it was a great night’s 
entertainment. Everyone certainly seemed to 
enjoy themselves.
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? £ ? £ £  9 9 2
PAY E Q U IT Y

Sue Hastings, equal pay expert 
was interviewed by Alison McCulloch.

Unfortunately for women, the pay equity issue has become 
one of the few policies the National and Labour parties have 
found they can differ on. Because there is precious little else 
separating them these days, National has seized on pay 
equity, opposing it for all it is worth, ensuring it is one of 
the policies it is likely to stick with if (when?) it becomes 
the government.

Feminists, however, have not left the scrap to the parties 
alone. One of the latest shots in the propaganda war was 
fired by the Coalition for Equal Value Equal Pay (CEVEP).

CEVEP brought a British pay equity expert to New 
Zealand. Sue Hastings is a research officer for the Trade 
Union Research Unit 
based at Oxford and 
she specialises in 
equal value, equal pay 
cases. Her view is 
especially relevant to 
the war of words over 
pay equity in New 
Zealand because it is 
based on experience of 
pay equity laws -  
something we do not 
yet have.

The British law, 
known as the Equal 
Pay Amendment, is 
sim ilar to the pay 
equity legislation 
introduced by the 
Labour Government.
“Like yours, it 
involves an assess
ment of applicant jobs 
and comparator jobs 
by somebody indepen
dent, then an award at 
the end of the day if 
the jobs are found to 
be equal. In 1984 there 
were a lot of people saying there would be enormous 
increases in labour costs when women got equal pay and 
that would inevitably lead to redundancies. In practice it 
hasn’t turned out like that.

“Equal value takes time to implement so any costs are 
spread over time and we just don’t have any evidence of 
significant increases in labour costs or significant redundan
cies that can be directly attributed to equal value.”

Sue says those sorts of statements have died done since 
1984 -  when the amendment was passed. In fact, many 
employers have found some unexpected bonuses for the 
equal pay amendment. Sue says that where there has been a 
pay equity exercise covering an organisation, the result of 
increasing the value of women’s work has tended to be that 
women started thinking it was possible to move into male 
dominated areas. “They think their job is of greater value 
than previously and therefore they might be able to do the 
jobs done by men.” This leads to better integration of

women throughout different jobs in the organisation.
This point also illustrates why both prongs of the policy 

-  pay equity and equal employment opportunities -  are 
needed to make significant gains for women. Employers 
and the National Party argue the best gains can be made 
using equal opportunities alone, without the pay equity part 
of the equation. Sue says while there will be some improve
ments for women under EEO, on its own it will only elimi
nate part of the difference between women’s and men’s 
earnings. “That will always leave the fact that women’s jobs 
have been under-valued in the past.”

Unions have played a key role in the equal pay amend
ment cases in Britain, says Sue. While women can go 
directly to a tribunal or to the equal opportunities commis
sion, they rarely do because the cases are so complicated.

Lawyers, apparently, 
have been making a 
mint.

As a result most 
cases have been taken 
with union support, 
and several have been 
identified and pursued 
by unions with the 
women concerned. 
“Sometimes there is a 
certain amount of 
resentment from men 
who have lost what 
they see as their differ
entials. If women have 
been paid the same as 
them as a result of an 
equal pay assessment, 
you get a certain 
amount of resentment. 
But the unions have 
been instrumental in 
educating both men 
and women about 
equal value and show
ing them that the men 
don’t lose anything 
except a bit of pride. 

They don’t lose take home pay and, on the whole, they’ve 
come to accept that.”

Male-dominated unions, like engineers and electricians, 
were not too keen on equal pay to begin with. But, she 
notes, as they have come to realise that women are the 
future members of their unions, they have realised equal 
pay is something worth pursuing, “not just from an idealis
tic point of view but from a selfish point of view as well.”

So far it has been mostly blue collar women workers 
who have taken equal pay cases in Britain. Low paid work
ers like sewing machinists and those in packaging work 
have dominated cases Sue has worked on. “More recently 
we’ve got claims that are being dealt with for secretarial 
and clerical workers and for shop workers.”

According to Sue, Labour’s pay equity law is likely to be 
simpler to use than Britain’s equal pay amendment -  if the 
post-election New Zealand government allows it to stay 
in place. □

in Wellington
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T H IR T Y  Y EA R S ON TH E
PILL

An edited version of an article that 
appeared in Spare Rib 214, 

July 1990.
On April 22 1990, a day of global 
activism and media hype on behalf of our 
natural environment, a major US newspa
per featured a cartoon that dominated an

editorial section swollen with articles call
ing for people to save the planet. Entitled 
The Best Remedy for What Ails the Earth, 
the cartoon depicted an open packet of 
birth control pills. The dominant message 
of the image and its text is that women, 
above all others, threaten the planet: our 
bodies are biological time bombs that are 
exploding, and the bombs should be

defused by putting every fertile woman on 
the pill, which fits in neatly with those 
theorists who attempt to blame “over-pop
ulation” for what ails the earth.

The anniversary of the pill brought a 
wave of articles and press briefings on the 
deficiencies of the female body, for which 
hormone pills would be seen as a lifelong 
health supplement. Within 20 years, pre
dicted the director of the Medical 
Research Council’s centre for reproduc
tive biology based in Edinburgh, women 
will use contraceptive-like drugs from cra
dle to grave - to stop monthly periods, to 
avoid pregnancy, to protect against heart 
disease, certain cancers, and osteoporosis. 
An editorial in The Guardian called the 
female body “a biological prison” for 
which the pill is the key to freedom.

Whether as unlocking a uterine prison, 
or defusing a ticking uterine timebomb, 
the pill is pronounced a panacea whose 
overwhelming benefits outweigh all the 
risks, or so the media, many environmen
talists, contraceptive manufacturers and 
researchers would have us believe. The 
pill will save the Earth from threat number 
one - women’s uncontrolled reproduction. 
Further, the pill and its derivative hor
mone therapies will save women from 
their own deficient bodies.

Dangers associated with oral contra
ceptives have been known for a long time. 
Often that information has been sup
pressed: evidence, for instance, that the 
Pill increases the risk of cervical cancer. 
When lay a (non-medical) member of the 
General Medical Council, Jean Robinson, 
was researching causes of cervical cancer, 
gynaecologists said they had not given 
women the information for fear that 
women might stop taking the Pill.

A recurring problem for the medical 
world is that none of the scientific studies 
on hormonal contraceptives and cancer 
are absolutely positively scientifically cer
tain. This seems to confuse the doctors, 
and they, in turn confuse us.

But the problem is the medical/scientif- 
ic model, not the lack of certainty. Cancer 
is often caused by many factors. It is ludi
crous to keep waiting for the definitive 
study, especially considering that so little 
resources are spent on carrying out proper 
epidemiological research, looking at 
social and economic, as well as environ
mental factors that contribute to illnesses 
like cancer.

The Pill cannot be evaluated in isola
tion. We need to look at the whole gamut 
of modern contraceptives directed at 
women and investigate the ideology 
behind them, where they come from, why, 
who finances them, and who profits from 
them.

Women have chronicled the history of 
the Pill and the birth control movement 
showing that the impetus for contracep
tion never came from a desire to give

TRAVEL!
A N Y  Q U E STIO N S ? CALL STA

All your travel needs 
only a phone call away.

Whether it's a quick trip to Oz 
or your big O.E - we can help!

Great fares and the right kind of 
advice for independent travellers.

A U C K L A N D  ( 0 9 )
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women control over our own sexuality 
and lives, but from imperialist anxiety 
over a “population explosion”.

This racist ideology not only profits 
large national and multinational drug 
companies, it serves to retain the 
inequities of the whole global economic 
system. It attempts to keep the population 
of the producing countries in check, leav
ing food and other resources for consump
tion in overdeveloped countries, (almost 
80% of the world’s resources go to 20% 
of the world’s population, privileged con
sumers mostly in North America, Western 
Europe, Japan and Australia).

Huge amounts of money continue to be 
spent contraceptive research. These pro
jects require even more women as guinea 
pigs to test their efficiency and safety;

women continually carry the social and 
physical burdens of population control 
strategies, especially women from the so- 
called Third World.

Oral contraceptives are dangerous and 
pose a risk to women who take them. No 
amount of testing is going to make them 
better. It is necessary to sever the links 
between profit-making and contraception, 
and to reject the economic model that sees 
population growth as the enemy. We also 
need an entirely different approach to the 
m edical/scientific model which sees 
women as objects of fertility control.

Women’s indisputable right to repro
ductive self determination is not assured 
by freely available contraception. To 
ensure genuine reproductive self-determi
nation we must take control in shaping the 
major social and economic issues relating 
to reproductive science and technology. 
Shortened and reprinted from Spare 
Rib 214 July 1990 □

C O M PU TER  C A PTU R E  
OF M EN TA L HEALTH  

S ER VIC E  C O N SU M ER S
Workers in Auckland’s community 

health services are alarmed about a 
new Patient Information System (PIS) 
that the Auckland Area Health Board 
(AAHB) has planned. Pat Rosier has 

been investigating. 
Confidentiality has always been guaran
teed to consumers (overwhelmingly 
women) using Auckland’s mental health 
services. Any information passed between 
centres, for instance where a woman 
transfers from one centre to another, hap
pens only with her full knowledge.

Out of concern for the need for region
al assessment of services, the Mental 
Health Services section of the AAHB has 
decided there is a need for a comprehen
sive case register of people using the ser
vices. While workers accept the 
importance of greater accountability they 
are disturbed by the implications of the 
proposed scheme. Questions they have 
raised have not been satisfactorily 
answered.

The minimum data set -  or form W1 -  
is information that will leave each centre 
and be placed on a computer system ini
tially accessible by outpatient and com
munity mental health services staff. The 
data includes: name; aliases; address; 
home and work phone numbers; date of 
birth; gender; race; marital status; reli
gion; referring agent; status as a patient 
(eg, voluntary); history; main reason for 
acceptance; and provisional psychiatric 
diagnosis. Identifying information must be 
provided -  coding the name of the con
sumer, for example, is not allowable. Staff 
at the Research and Development Unit of 
the AAHB claim the primary aim of this 
information is to “contribute to better 
patient care”.
The concerns of the workers are as 
follows.
1. Their view on what is appropriate in 
relation to information gathering and

cartoon: Helen Courtenay

sharing has not been taken into account.
2. They do not know whether the new data 
collection procedures have gone before 
any ethical committee.
3. In relation to confidentiality the 
Research Unit said only that, “The com
puter system on which information is 
stored is not connected to any other sys
tem.” When workers first tried to com
ment on W1 they were told it was possible 
that eventually the data systems of mental 
and general health would be combined 
although “the issue of whether such a reg
ister will be established nationally is not 
resolved”. Workers therefore have no real 
guarantee of the confidentiality of the data 
they provide. They are also very aware 
that computer systems can be hacked into 
or linked to other systems arbitrarily as 
has happened in Australia.
4. Confidentiality is a particular issue for 
people using mental health services

Caring for you 
naturally

Weleda
Baby Care Products 

Natural Massage Oils 
Homoeopathic Medicines 

First Aid Remedies 
Skin Care Products 
Natural Toothpastes

and as the sole  . .

New Zealand agents for

FLOWER REMEDIES
Available at selected Pharmacies 

and Health Food stores 
or by mail order from

WELEDfl (IM.Z.) LTD.
POGox 8152. HAVELOCK NORTH 

Telephone (070) 77739H

OCTOBER 1990 BROADSHEET  11



b r o a d c a s t
because there is still a stigma attached to 
mental illness. Given, also, that women’s 
health problems are regularly passed off 
as “hysteric” or “neurotic,” the conse
quences for a woman attending a physical 
health facility of having the computer 
bring up the information that she has 
attended a mental health facility are 
worrying.
5. Although “status” (for example, “vol
untary”, “committed”, “special” and so 
on) is asked for on the W l, the real issue 
of keeping data on all consumers of men
tal health services has not been addressed. 
Many consumers are one-off users of

mental health facilities: there is no reason 
to keep long-term data on a centralised 
computer.
6. Although “ informed consent” was 
raised as an issue, it has been sidelined 
with the statement, “People are not admit
ted to our public hospital or related hospi
tal and health services unless they provide 
identifying information, which it is then 
mandatory to record. This is a constraint, 
requirement for access, disadvantage if 
you like, associated with using ‘free’ pub
licly funded services. It may be that some 
people choose not to accept service 
because of this and either do without care

or choose private sector services where 
such constraints to not apply...” Another 
case of pity the poor. Ethics and privacy 
apply only to the rich -  who tend to be 
white, male, heterosexual.

No informed consent form has been 
advised or offered to workers for use 
when they collect this data.
7. The order to collect the data is asking 
some workers -eg psychologists- to break 
their own professions’ codes of ethics.

Concerned workers are trying to resist 
the implementation of the scheme until 
the issues outlined above have been 
addressed.

W O M EN  A N D  TO BA C C O
Candace Bagnall writes.

When I was in my early twenties and a 
smoker, a doctor friend of mine assured 
me that I had little chance of getting lung 
cancer. “It’s very rare statistically for 
women,” he said.

My career as a smoker didn’t last long. 
By 26 I’d given it up - one of the hardest 
things I’d ever done. So when I found 
myself in front of a television camera 
recently, being asked as a spokesperson 
for Women Against Tobacco, why so 
many young women are taking up smok
ing,my mind briefly flashed on what it 
was like for me 16 years ago. I found lit
tle about my own situation which threw 
light on the current problem, except that 
my self esteem was hitting rock bottom at 
the time. I doubt if knowledge of the 
health risks would have stopped me 
smoking even if they were an issue back 
then. But if women weren’t figuring much 
in smoking related health statistics then, 
they certainly are now.

Lung cancer rates tripled among New 
Zealand women between 1980 and 1984 
and according to Deirdre Kent from ASH 
(Action on Smoking and Health) will 
become the leading cause of cancer deaths 
in New Zealand women by early next 
century.

As well as causing cancer and heart 
disease, smoking exposes women to a 
whole range of health risks which aren’t a 
problem for men. Smoking is a risk factor 
for cervical cancer, and women who 
smoke and take the contraceptive pill are 
more likely to have heart disease and 
strokes. Smokers are more likely to have 
complications during pregnancy and 
childbirth, and smoking mothers are twice 
as likely as non-smoking mothers to have 
a baby die of cot death. Women who 
smoke have any earlier menopause than 
non-smoking women.

It is partly the increasing recognition 
of dangers to women’s health from smok
ing which brought about the formation of 
a NZ group, “Women Against Tobacco”.

The group is linked to International 
Women Against Tobacco (INWAT) which 
formed during the 1990 World Conference 
on Tobacco in Perth. It seemed that smok
ing had come of age as a special health 
concern for women. The NZ group also 
met with a concrete aim - to support the 
passage of Health Minister Helen Clark’s 
bitterly fought for Smokefree 
Environments Bill, now an Act. Part 1 of 
this Act partially castrates the tobacco 
industry by banning tobacco advertising 
and sponsorship. Not surprisingly, Helen 
Clark was billed by industry front people 
as the evil castrator.

As feminists, members of WAT had 
long been concerned with the cynical tar
geting of women by the tobacco industry. 
Campaigns such as “You’ve come a long 
way baby” with their ‘liberated’ looking 
women confidently rolling their own fags 
had enraged us all. Smoking advertise
ments seem to epitomise the very worst 
aspects of sexist advertising, with their 
emphasis on being slim, glamorous, “get
ting your man”, and being one of the 
beautiful (heterosexual) people. 
Adolescent females with lowered self 
esteem are vulnerable to the promises 
made by these advertisements which are 
commonly placed in magazines popular 
with young women. Once they’re hooked 
into the drug the physical addiction takes 
over. The result; 36% of young women 
aged 15 - 24 in this country smoke.

As Deirdre Kent says, “In their struggle

for identity, young women constantly try 
on new images; their cigarette brand is 
part of this image. ... The NZ ban will 
mean no new brands can be effectively 
launched and this means no promotion of 
low tar or low cost brands, both of which 
are the cutting edge of a dynamic market. 
I am confident that the ban, by thwarting 
the companies’ ability to segment and 
manage the market, will have major 
effects in stemming the epidemic of 
tobacco-induced diseases among women”.

This is the gist of what I said to the 
television interviewer. However it’s only 
part of the picture. It doesn’t explain for 
example, the popularity among women of 
Sportsman 25’s, one of the cheapest 
brands on the market. It doesn’t explain 
why an estimated 75% of Maori women 
smoke, or why young women are now 
more likely to smoke than young men. 
Women against tobacco aims to:
♦ Counter the targeted marketing and pro
motion of tobacco to women and girls
♦ Assist in the development of women- 
centred tobacco prevention and cessation 
programmes
♦ Promote research which addresses the 
phenomenon of more girls taking up the 
habit than boys, and how to effectively 
promote non-smoking among young 
women.

If you are interested in becoming part 
of the WAT network, please write to PO 
Box 8345 Symonds Street, Auckland. □
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W O M E N ’S A R T 1 9 9 0
Women’s Art 1990, an auction and 

exhibition of Auckland women 
artists, opens on 23rd October. 

Women’s Art 1990 is to be held at the 
ASA Gallery and will raise funds for 

The Auckland Women’s Health 
Council and Broadsheet magazine. 

Judy Darragh, an artist contributing 
to the auction talks to Megan Fidler. 

When artist Judy Darragh says, “I 
wouldn’t do it if it wasn’t fun”, it is so 
obviously true. This is a woman who is 
really enjoying life. Her art reflects that - 
it is alive, bright, and often shocking.

Judy has been called “the queen of 
kitsch”. She agrees that her work falls 
within the general category - kitsch, but 
adds that it is also parochial and folksy. 
Some critics regard Judy’s work as “low 
art” within the art hierarchy. She has been 
accused of using objects and materials 
which lack integrity. Judy disagrees, “Just 
because my materials aren’t archival or 
seen as treasures of the future doesn’t 
mean they don’t have integrity. I use all 
my materials with integrity”.

Judy’s materials include plastic flow
ers, tacky souvenirs, dolls, felt, brightly 
coloured knic-knacs, hair, toys and lights. 
Judy’s art materials are picked up at jum
ble sales, auctions, opportunity, junk and 
toy shops. “I never drive past an op shop”, 
she laughs. Even SPUC, unaware they are 
doing it, supply her with materials. She 
shows me the little plastic foetuses (all 
male foetuses complete with tiny penises). 
With a smirk Judy tells me of the letter she 
received from SPUC thanking her for all 
her good work. I try to imagine Judy 
Darragh going door-to-door campaigning 
for SPUC!

As with most art, Judy’s work can be

b r o a d c a s t

Judy Darragh photos: Ros Spratt

All welcome to the opening and auction 
at 5pm 23 October, ASA Gallery. □
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interpreted in many ways. It can be seen 
simply as a bright, colourful, fun com
ment on bad taste. But there is more to it 
that meets (hits) the eye. Judy’s art makes 
digs at consumerism and advertising, talks 
about romance, love and passion, domes
tic life, perceptions of women, and reli
gion. Her work has a surreal twist - 
dreamlike and bizarre. To shock is inten
tional. Judy believes art has a role in chal
lenging people and shaking them out of 
their complacency.

From a first show in a converted room 
in the Greymouth City Council’s offices, 
Judy has become a well known exhibiting 
artist. She says with a giggle and a gri
mace, “I’ve been seriously on the gallery 
circuit since 1986”. She now exhibits

M arte Szirmay

regularly, with two shows coming up 
towards the end of this year.

To keep body and soul (not to mention 
rent, bills and food) together, Judy teaches 
art at Metropolitan College. She enjoys 
teaching, particularly at Metro which tries 
to keep away from power and hierarchical 
relations. She says teaching forces her to 
really think about her art so that she can 
verbalise what she means, and then con
vey these thoughts to her students. 
Teaching “keeps her real”, and ensures 
she stays in touch with different levels of 
people especially young people, who are 
“really neat”.

The present economic recession and 
the corresponding fundamental backlash 
concerns Judy. She says,“when times get 
tough the patriarchy gets a firmer grip”. 
She speaks of the closing down and sell
ing off of community services and the 
user pays philosophy, “accountants are 
running the country... a lot of good work 
that’s been done in the last ten years will 
be undone”. Although Judy believes this 
will affect women’s art and art in general, 
she is confident that women’s art in New 
Zealand is strong, “women are pretty 
tough... the groundwork has been done, 
we can hold our own”.

Women’s Art 1990 will be a chance to 
see women“holding their own”. Along 
with Judy will be painters, sculptors, 
printmakers, weavers and photographers. 
The work of many talented and prominent 
women artists including Pamela Wolfe, 
Marte Szirmay, Carole Shepheard, 
Claudia Pond-Eyley, Gil Hanly and Jenny 
Dolezel, will be auctioned and exhibited.

A show not to be missed - something 
for everyone.



Auckland’s year old Irirangi Aotearoa 
doesn’t sound like other Auckland radio 
stations. Not only is much of the music

. and talk in Maori
Breaking sound barriers

Irirangi Women
but there are a lot of 
women on the air. 
Shirley Tamihana 

and Pat Kipping went out to the station 
in Papatoetoe to investigate.

W hen Irirangi Aotearoa went on 
the Auckland airwaves full 
time in October, 1989, Maori 
people all over Auckland 
started losing sleep. According to Moana 

Maniapoto Jackson, “it was terrible, the 
kids especially would listen all night. 
People were desperately hungry for it.” 
For the first time Maori people in 
Auckland have a station they can turn to 
for news -  in Maori and English with 
Maori issues as the lead stories - for 
sports, music and talkback. Through 
everything the guiding principle is tikanga 
Maori- the Maori way of doing things.

Shirley and I experienced tikanga 
Maori from the moment we arrived at the 
station and were greeted by Hinerangi 
Luckman. H inerangi is Tuhoe from 
Ruatahuna in the Urewera and has been 
with the station since the beginning. She 
gave us a tour through the station intro
ducing us to various people as we went 
and explaining the operations, most of 
which she knows from first hand experi
ence as journalist, producer, DJ and news 
reader.

We ended up in the kitchen for a cup of 
tea and while waiting for the other women 
we had arranged to interview, Hinerangi 
told us her story.

It’s rare to meet someone in the often 
crass world of radio who radiates the quiet 
sense of purpose we felt from Hinerangi 
and it’s even more rare for someone like 
Hinerangi to end up in this work. She 
came from a traditional marae-based soci
ety in a part of the Urewera where she 
says time stands still and people live in 
harmony with nature. Regular monthly 
tribal hui are held, “mainly whaka 
whanaungatanga where people gather 
from all over the valley and talk about

their issues and concerns. Often the major 
issues were about families having prob
lems or concerns about horses and pigs 
roaming around in the road and who was 
going to fence them.”

To come from that to the middle of the 
political arena on talkback radio was quite 
a leap. When the call came from the sta
tion’s chief executive asking her to come 
to Aotearoa Radio, Hinerangi had been 
working as a community health worker in 
her community. “It was a pioneering posi
tion that really put me in touch with my 
people. It was a commitment I couldn’t 
get out of without going back to my peo
ple. To make a move from one area to 
another, especially with this scope, you 
had to do it with the people. That is how 
we still function back there - not as 
an individual but as a whanau. The kau- 
matua, the tekau marua (twelfths), our

“ I t ’s a special thing 
for me to be here 

because I especially 
le ft something 

behind to come to 
this - something no 

one else could under
stand except me and 

my people back 
there. ”-  Hinerangi

religion, are very important aspects of our 
community. Every Saturday the hapati 
(sabbath) is celebrated. It is a time of 
pa=rayer and soul searching. It’s also a 
time of sharing. Then you know your 
place in that community. Whatever it is in 
life that you do, you know you’re doing it 
with their support. How you do it is 
important too. I felt terrible to think of 
leaving but whatever my fate was to be, I 
was going to place it with my people, in 
their trust in me and their guidance. Half 
said they wanted to hang on to me, there 
was no one else who could do my job. But 
the other half, the kaumatua, said, ‘No let 
her go. It’s a growing experience, and it’s 
one where she has so much scope.’ It’s 
like they already know the destiny for 
each one. They said ‘Hinerangi will out
grow this work [as health worker] and one 
day she’ll take something else up.’ So I 
got their blessings.

“It’s a special thing for me to be here 
because I left something behind to come 
to this - something no one else could 
understand except me and my people back 
there. I believe, and so did my people that 
to be brought here wasn’t my choice, well 
it was physically but if you look at it the 
other way, the spiritual way, there was a 
purpose there. Whatever that purpose was, 
or has been for the last 13 months, I can’t 
put a finger on it but it’s still happening. ”

There are 15 women in the staff of 25 
at Aotearoa Radio and a majority of them 
are producers and/or on the air. When we 
asked the three women we met if there 
was a reason for this large proportion, they 
all laughed and agreed it was a fluke. But 
after some reflection Moana added, 
“Women have got the staying power. 
We’ve had some excellent male presenters 
but they’ve gone off. It’s been the women
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Hinerangi Luckman, Liana Clark and Moana Maniopoto-Jackson. photo: Gil Hanly

who’ve been here right from the start. 
We’ve got some very skilled women who 
are really good organisers and take on a 
lot of extra work. Everybody does their 
extra bit because we’re lacking in heads of 
departments and resources. We don’t have 
much money but we’ve given up hassling 
for that and think about the quality of the 
work we’re trying to produce.”

Moana M aniapoto Jackson is Te 
Arawa/Tuwharetoa and grew up in 
Rotorua. She’s well-known through her 
music and her band, Moana and the 
Moahunters. The same quality that makes 
her singing voice a delight to listen to, 
warms up the airwaves daily from 10:30 
am to 2 pm. Her program is called Awatea 
with a kaupapa of music, interviews and 
talkback.

“I take it for granted that everyone who 
rings up is going to be supporting kaupapa 
Maori. I just have to be myself because 
I ’ve had no training and because Maori 
radio is new. There are no role models to 
look towards as talkback hosts, so we look 
to the marae forum-type situation as a 
guideline. I was working with a pro
gramme director who’d been trained in 
Radio New Zealand and had certain con
ceptions about how you act as a facilitator 
or whatever, but the idea of having an 
arbitrary stance on a Maori radio station as 
a Maori woman is a bit dicey for me. You 
can’t stand back all the time and be ‘neu
tral and nuclear-free’. I try to project my 
point of view by confronting contradic
tions in people’s logic instead of lecturing. 
Sometimes it might not come off but this 
is a new job for me. I try to make people 
feel comfortable so they can be relaxed 
and ring up and feel free to express their 
opinion, whether I agree or not, without 
getting chopped off -  unless they’re really

racist or sexist.
“I have a lot of women listening, a lot 

of mothers who are concerned about the 
future of their children and I think there’s 
a growing lot of sensitive Pakeha people 
tuning in. We’ve got quite a lot of men lis
tening too. These can range from unem
ployed men or single fathers, to retired 
people.

“The main areas of concern are health, 
education, law and just being able to 
express themselves on a daily level as 
Maori people. On my program there’s a 
great deal of frustration expressed by 
Maori people about us being scapegoated 
as the big rip-off artists as far as the fish
eries and other resources are concerned. 
Politicians continue to remark on Maori 
dependency on the welfare system and our 
general place in society. But when Maori 
people come up with positive projects or

“People are past the 
stage of debating 
that we’ve got a 
special status as 
tangata whenua. 

We’re on to getting 
the practical things 

in place. ”  -  
Moana

initiatives for development they’re con
stantly getting knocked back. We’ve got 
together separate programs for health, 
w e’ve got kura kaupapa Maori, the 
kohanga reo movement, w e’ve got 
the District Council wanting to monitor 
immigration, the Tino Rangatiratanga reg
ister. We’ve got all these wonderful, excit
ing things happening and then there’ll be 
some idiot like Simon Upton or John 
Carter dismissing our efforts and profess
ing to know what’s best for us. (I’m sick 
of having these dingdongs on my pro
gramme. I ’m not having any more of 
them.) They come in and disagree with 
everything our education experts have 
said and say they won’t have any of this 
“separatism” and “apartheid”. People are 
getting really sick of that mentality but I 
guess they’re just plodding on regardless -  
under-resourced and voluntary.

“The move is definitely for separate 
development -  that’s how I see it coming 
through. T here’s nothing radical or 
apartheid about it. It’s just a matter of 
choice and common sense. We know what 
the story is with the Treaty. People are 
past the stage of debating that we’ve got a 
special status as tangata whenua. We’re on 
to getting the practical things in place. 
Those are the main things we talk about 
every day. I think a lot of people are trying 
to be really creative and imaginative as far 
as even constitutional issues. With this 
Tino Rangatiratanga register we’re trying 
to imagine beyond the narrow framework 
that’s been set down for us for so long. We 
sit there and say ‘well if we don’t vote and 
we don’t participate what’s the alterna
tive?’ That’s when you’ve got to be real 
creative and people are starting to do that. 
It’s a slow process but at least we’ve got a 
forum to start jabbering away on.”
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Moana: They say, ‘Why have you got 
that wanker John Carter on? It’s our radio 
station .’ I was tossing with this one 
myself but after he came on and we had 
this exceptional inundation of calls, I 
realised that it served its purpose in 
exposing what a total idiot he was -  and 
his party. We had callers drive up here to 
the station and burst in. They’d say, ‘Mr. 
John Carter?’ and he’d say, ‘Yes, kia ora,’ 
and they’d yell, ‘I totally disagree with 
everything you say!’ So he showed him
self up. I was confident about handling 
him but there are some other politicians 
that I don’t know if I’d have the experi
ence or skills to deal with on air. They’re 
tricky, I haven’t been trained like that.” 

Liane added, “People like Winston 
Peters make it their 
business to make the 
interviewer look 
stupid.” Moana went 
on to describe her 
interview with him. “I 
caught him out a cou

ple of time really well and he twisted it 
around in the usual politician fashion 
which confused me. He had a big smile on 
his face. It was like a game. But they go 
for these media training courses we 
haven’t even been on.”

Sometimes, being on air at Aotearoa 
Radio can feel like being caught in the 
cross fire as New Zealanders grapple with 
the reality of colonisation. Criticism 
comes from all fronts as Moana explains: 
“I think there are a lot of people spying on 
us. They think we’re plotting the revolu
tion live on radio. The police are listening 
and I ’ve had a couple of death threats. 
Earlier on I used to get things like ‘you’re 
the most fucking racist black bitch in the 
whole wide world’. I got a death threat 
from some guy about two weeks ago. He 
said ‘you’re fucking dead’. That went on 
air because I didn’t have my delay button 
on. That threw me quite a bit. People 
know what I look like because of my 
music. I’ve been walking between here 
and our home but I ’ve stopped. There 
might be some nut case out there ready to 
dong me over.”

The station has been criticised from 
within the Maori community for the fact 
that many of the on-air presenters are not 
fluent Maori speakers (including Moana 
and Liane) and that the quality and pro
portion of Maori spoken on air is too low. 
Moana explains, “However we hate to 
face it, the reality is that the majority of 
Maori in Auckland can’t speak Maori. We 
have to make a choice -  are we going to 
talk amongst ourselves as a little language 
group here -  indulge ourselves and speak 
Maori all day -  or are we going to address 
some of the really pressing issues that 
Maori people need to address?”

The goal of the station is to have 70% 
of programming in Maori but there are

Irirangi women

Irirangi Aotearoa. Although most of her 
former work associates think she’s just 
playing with Maori radio, she’s in for the 
long haul, despite the problems.

“We got a lot of flack when we ran 
One New Zealand Foundation stuff. They 
were saying really stupid stuff like ‘we’ve 
eaten of this land, we’re tangata whenua’ 
and that‘s news. The next day we got so 
many calls it made us realise just how 
many people listen to the station. I fielded 
tens of calls saying, ‘Why did you have 
One New Zealand Foundation on?’ Many 
listeners feel we’re a Maori station and we 
should only have Maori news makers on.

Moana has had the same response to 
having certain Pakeha guests on.”

These women are well aware of the 
responsibility they have. Aotearoa Radio 
is a long awaited touchstone for the devel
opment of Maori awareness in Auckland. 
One listener said, “Maori people just 
hinge on every word that’s spoken on the 
radio station.” And a lot of listeners view 
the station as their own. According to 
newsroom journalist Liane Clarke, “If 
they’ve got something they think is news 
they‘11 ring up and and say, ‘Girl, put this 
over!”’ When she has to explain that she 
needs details and news worthiness, the 
criticism starts.

Liane is Tainui/Ngati Paoa and has 
lived in Auckland all her life. She worked 
in commercial radio before coming to

DO YOU SUPPORT 
MAORI INDEPENDENCE?

Subscribe to "TREATY TIMES’ 
a quarterly magazine chock full of news, views, 

cartoons and useful information on the struggle.

ONLY $8.00 PER YEAR!!
Issue 10 (Sept. 1990) out now. Get yours!

WRITE TO BOX 1905 OTAUTAHI 
(Christchurch)
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Irirangi women
problems getting people who can not only 
speak the language but are willing to 
speak it on air, have something to talk 
about and will work for the uncompetitive 
wages the stations resources demand. As 
Liane points out, any Maori speakers with 
those qualifications are in high demand by 
well-paying government agencies. 
Aotearoa Radio just can’t compete.

In her five hour weekly slot, Te Mata o 
te Motu, native speaker Hinerangi has no 
problem conducting her program... until 
she gets no calls and no one is willing to 
talk to her in Maori on air. Moana and 
Liane, both students of Maori are setting 
courageous examples amidst vocal criti
cism. According to Liane, “I took Maori 
to stage one university but don’t remem
ber a word. When you’re learning in this 
sort of an atmosphere where Hinerangi 
will come into the newsroom and korero 
Maori, it’s more fun. You leam much bet
ter and those of us who are doing the 
classes are all sort of at the same level, so 
we’ve got the support. I came from a 
broadcasting background and had been 
used to talking on air but the first time you 
talk on air in Maori you put the phones on 
hold and cross your fingers because peo
ple ring up and say, ‘Oh what was that 
word?’ or ‘What tribe does that word 
come from?’ or simply, ‘You’re wrong, 
you‘re wrong!”’ Moana had one little old 
lady call up on air and say, “Stop mutilat
ing the language”. She has some funny 
stories:

“I was introducing someone who was 
blind, using what I thought was the correct 
word in Maori for ‘blind’ and my father 
rang up and said, ‘You just said your guest 
had no eyeballs. In the beginning my 
father-in-law was a staunch advocate of ‘if 
you can’t speak Maori properly just shut 
up and speak English’. My face would go 
red every time I spoke Maori on radio 
because I’d know he’d be listening. In the 
end he said, ‘It’s great that these announc
ers are learning Maori.’

“When people start getting real bolshie 
and saying, ‘That girl who rang up can’t 
speak Maori properly, she should shut up,’
I really tell them off and say, ‘Who do you 
think you are, is that the way to encourage 
someone?’ Then untold callers ring in and 
back me up. People have got to relax and 
feel they can make mistakes. We get peo
ple who ring up here and all they can say 
in Maori is ‘Hello, how are you, the sun is 
shining, good-bye.’ but at least they’ve 
made the effort.”

Producer Hinewehi Mohi recognised 
that most listeners were in need of lan
guage lessons as much as Aotearoa Radio 
staff. She recently started a series of two 
minute, conversational Maori slots broad
cast three times a day. Akona Te Reo are 
short and snappy with funky themes 
designed to make learning the basics of 
Maori fun and easy. The aim is gradually
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to build a fluency in the listeners.
Other instructional programs, Te 

Wahanga Tamariki, are produced and pre
sented by Te Aroha Anderson who has 
daily programs in Maori for kohanga reo 
and in Maori and English for bilingual 
and immersion programmes in primary 
and secondary schools.

All sports broadcasts are produced by 
Claudette Hauiti and regular news in 
Maori is provided by native speakers 
Hoana Mitchell and Numia Ponika-Rangi.

“Ko te reo te puawai o te whakaaro 
tangata” means language is the blossom of 
human thought. These women and the 
others at Aotearoa Radio are some of the

gardeners of Maori in Tamaki Makaurau. 
They’ve made a window -  in the words of 
Aotearoa Maori Radio Trust chairperson, 
Toby Curtis — “an electronic window 
within which we can see one another and 
through which we can be seen by other 
New Zealanders.”

Aotearoa Radio broadcasts 24 hours a day 
on 603 on the AM dial. Depending on the 
weather and the individual radio, they can 
be heard as far south as Ngaruawahia, 
Taranaki and as far north as Whangarei.

Information: 19 Charles Street, 
Papatoetoe, Auckland. □



Marilyn Garson looks at life for women in the 
Hokianga

N nobody works in the Hokianga so 
the living must be easy, right? 
Unless, of course you have bills to 
pay or ambitions to satisfy.

The daily grind of poverty isn’t new. But 
the Hokianga experience is different: we 
lack urban facilities such as daycare, or a 
bus for the hour’s drive to the Social 
Welfare office. Low expectations are 
endemic. Hokianga women face their 
stretch-marked budgets with the blend of 
independence and interdependence that 
defines their enclave. Their strategies 
respect the values that brought them here.

Jan Anderson, a resourceful earth 
mother, reflects and rejects most precon
ceptions of the Hokianga. She came here 
15 years ago,“with the values I ’d learned 
in the 60s, to try them out. That was really 
Third World living, back then, but we’d 
made our choice. What’s missing now is

people’s ability to do for themselves. The 
dole takes away one’s self-direction. I’ve 
seen it. They’re hooked into doing noth
ing. Feeling like doing nothing is what 
they’re best at.”

Married with three children, Jan lives 
on a harbourside cliff, crowded by hens 
and gardens, in a state of “rural landless
ness”. Not having enough land to be a pro
ductive unit, still relying a lot on things 
that come from the shop.

“You have to scrimp and save all the 
time.” Working from her home, Jan subsi
dizes her family’s benefit with cooking, 
sewing and myriad (and usually furtive) 
craft industries. She earns “much less than 
going out to work, but I expect that... I 
don’t want to get caught up doing the 
same thing over and over. Choice is just 
critical to me. As soon as you get above
ground and get recognisable, the great

Maretina Dogherty

Opononi and Omapere
Photos by Marilyn Garson 

clobbering machine of the government 
comes along and knocks your head off. ” 

And she networks, combating women’s 
isolation and the “ethos of male domi
nance” on a personal level. The Hokianga 
defies broadly-based organisation, for it is 
“multicultural not only in race but in 
lifestyle. The Maori, who are in the major
ity, are fairly well co-ordinated because 
their tribal lifestyle, centred around the 
marae, is still relatively intact. But 
the Pakeha portion of the community is 
very much divided. There are that many 
strata in this society, it makes for very 
small groups of people.”

Jan sums up her financial dilemma 
thus: “You want to have your cake and eat 
it too. You want the extra money but you 
want to be able to say, ‘when it suits me, 
this is what I want to do. ’ Living here has 
a lot to do with preserving your choices. 
But no more hippy dreaming shit. I don’t 
even smoke dope anymore.”

Mandy Waata faced the Hokianga’s 
lack of housing when she left her husband 
three years ago. She moved with three 
preschoolers to a bus without power, 
phone or hot water.

“I was pregnant. It was my best preg
nancy and my best birth in the bus. Seven 
women attended. I became so empowered 
by that birth that I started realising that I 
was probably a feminist.”

Mandy, now a separatist lesbian, lives 
in an Opononi state house with three of 
her kids. After deductions from her DPB, 
Mandy has about $430 to spend each fort
night, “not enough. I can’t register my car. 
My support is in Omanaia, half an hour 
away, where we have a feminist-based
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sort of radical pi ay centre. I spent eight 
months last year hitch-hiking because I 
had no vehicle. ”

Daily pre-occupation with dollars is 
giving way to a general consideration of 
paid vs. unpaid work. Her traditional mid
wifery has been unpaid for five years, 
“but now I’m starting to place a value on 
it, an energy exchange. People in the 
Hokianga don’t have money, there’s no 
point in asking them for money. But they 
have other skills. It would be really choice 
if someone would fix my van.

“My priorities are quite different, I 
reckon. Last year I went with two kids to 
Bali. I just put everything aside, the fact 
that my van didn’t go, the fridge door 
doesn’t shut. We lived really skimpily so 
that I could put everything together. I 
wanted them to see a completely different 
lifestyle.”

Mandy’s feminism (“women support
ing women and being loud about it”) is 
central to her, yet she is by choice isolated 
from most of the women around her 
whom she considers “too busy looking 
after their dumb-shit men. We don’t have 
anything to share, unless a woman is hav
ing a baby.” But her city friends in compa
rable financial straits “are incredibly 
stressed. They have very little support. 
The kind of support that I get from my 
friends is total support. We share the care 
of our children, we share everything.”

“W hat’s wrong with walking?” 
Maretina Dogherty asks. “I used to do that 
when my kids were small. Women 
shouldn’t have to rely on modem conve
niences for their own self-esteem.”

Tina, an indomitable 58, lived her first 
eight years in the Hokianga. “We had no 
phones, no electricity, just a wood range. 
We all had to work on the land. The kids 
nowadays don’t like working? Well, we 
didn’t either. But there are some good 
things in the old ways. I’m a great believ
er in work, in self-esteem.”

Thirty years after she’d left, Tina came 
home with four daughters and a husband, 
with from she eventually “agreed to 
separate.”

Her daughters helped run the house
hold while Tina worked eleven years in 
the local pub, and watched the Hokianga 
change. “It used to be all together. Kids, 
grandparents, teenagers, we had parties 
together. No more. Maybe I’m sticking 
my neck out a bit, but when I first came 
home, there was no such thing as drugs 
here, not at all. I’ve watched it come in. 
You can’t just go join in with the young 
people now, they don’t want to know you. 
Their thinking has changed.”

I met Tina on an Access weaving 
course last year. Without a car, she walked 
and hitch-hiked and unfailingly arrived 
earlier (and left later) than the rest of us. 
“All I went there for was so I could leam, 
so I could do something afterward for

some income. I ’ve been making shawls, 
and I’ve been down to the other end of the 
country looking for outlets. There’s no 
profit yet, but I ’m determined.

“When the time comes, I’ll go legal. I 
don’t want to make a mint but I’d like to 
make enough so that I don’t have to rely 
on the system, which I don’t like.” People 
who live too long on the dole,“aren’t 
alive, poor things.”

She leads a quiet life now, although she 
remains an outspoken feminist. “That was 
most of the trouble with my marriage. But 
this is a tough place, the Hokianga. It’s 
always been a male place. I live here 
because I came home. It’s the last place I 
ever thought I’d be.”

German-born Sabine Clay don would 
agree with that. She moved to Auckland 
in 1980 with a Kiwi husband she’d met 
while traveling. “I never liked suburbia, 
women living next to each other and not 
knowing each other. My English was very 
bad. I was terribly homesick. In 1982, I 
was pregnant with the second child and 
we decided to move up north.

“All of a sudden, there was no problem 
with friends, the women were great, there 
were no tea parties. I felt very supported. 
We did a lot of things out of sheer enthusi
asm. We built this house on the weekends.

Mandy Waata

Jan Anderson
We grew the trees ourselves from seeds, 
about two or three thousand trees.”

Five years ago, Sabine began to sell her 
handmade clothes. “I went anywhere I 
could find contacts, outlets, and any possi
bility to get publicity and a response. It 
snowballed very slowly, but steadily. It 
was all terribly unprofessional. I don’t 
have any training in running a business, 
but I’ve got the drive. I’ve flogged here 
for five years and I’m still not drawing a 
proper wage. That’s either craziness or, if 
it’s positive, it’s ambition.

“There’s absolutely no help from the 
community, zilch. I didn’t know how to do 
the books. I wanted to leam but no one 
would tell me. I have an absolute right not 
to know! There was a lot of arrogance.” 

Sabine persevered and opened a shop 
but high overheads recently closed it. 
Until she can find a better location, Sabine 
will sell from her home. Finding employ
ees pits Sabine against the dole and the 
freedom Hokiangans savour. “I can’t get a 
full-time worker. I can’t find anybody who 
wants to work a forty hour week, and I 
can’t compete with the dole as a wage.” 

While she is critical of welfare, and 
will be “bitterly disappointed” if her kids 
choose it, Sabine does have sympathy for 
those women “who are keeping their fami
lies together here. A lot of women are liv
ing without a phone, no power, in the 
most primitive conditions, no running 
water, three children, cooking meals on an 
open fireplace. They’re the ones who say, 
‘I ’m going out to find a job because I 
can’t rely on my partner.’” She doubts 
whether she could have sustained her own 
business without an unusually supportive 
husband. Sabine considers herself “too 
romantic” to be a feminist.

She admits that the Hokianga is “hope
less for a woman with ambition,” yet 
insists that if she must leave to educate her 
children, she will come back. “I love the 
lifestyle, the silly business of fashion, and 
then going outside to the toilet. That 
combination attracts me. It’s a bit, still, 
like paradise.” □
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Kathie Irwin gave a longer version of this talk to 
the Second Feminist Educators’ Conference in 
Christchurch in January.

H E M IH I
I have come to share some of my thinking and work with you. It is 
work in progress, developing and changing as I do; it will be a 
lifetime’s work for me. And I love it. As I have grown in my rela
tionships, as a daughter, a sister, a cousin, a friend, an aunt, a col
league; and changed from girl to adolescent to woman, to mother 
to wife, then partner; from student to teacher to learner; so too has 
my learning and my work grown with me and been informed by 
these roles that are parts of me. I come to you as a Maori, femi
nist, educator.

I am passionate about my work. If it weren’t for my passion for 
learning and life itself, I would have burnt out long ago, bitter and 
twisted from the immense task of contributing to the cause of cre
ating a more just, peaceable society, and from the countless 
attacks that I have endured in the course of that work. Attacks 
which come, sadly, from diverse sources, including some Maori, 
feminists, and educators.

There is also a growing base of support. I take real comfort 
from this knowledge.

practice of arranged marriages for 
women*of her mana, and in so doing 
became a famous wahinetoa.

From Makereti Papakura, the first 
Maori to study at Oxford University and 
the first Maori to write a book on Maori 
society -  Makareti: The Story of an Old 
Time Maori -  we leant what happens to 
Maori women who reject the role that 
the world has reserved for them and 
who attain excellence. Makareti’s book 
was first published in 1938, eight years 

after her death. And yet, at this time, Pakeha males were becom
ing world famous for their writing about the Maori people. Her 
work, authenticated by her Te Arawa people, was relegated to 
obscurity,

From Mira Szazy I take a great deal of inspiration. Hearing of 
her achievements, such as her early university study, knowing of 
and reading about her work, learning of her strong, committed 
Maori feminist beliefs in the face of strong opposition, has kept 
me going when Maori have sought to attack my feminist beliefs in 
ways which Pakeha could not.

From Rangimarie Rose Pere I have been able to develop as a 
Maori feminist educator in significant ways. Rose’s work Ako: 
Concepts and Learning in the Maori Tradition is a powerful study 
of Maori education, written by a Maori woman, experienced in 
both Matauranga Maori and Pakeha schooling. She has moved my 
thinking and my work in quantum leaps. And yet, she is poorly 
cited by the academic fraternity. Why? I listened to her recently 
reflect on the nature of te hinengaro, the mind, the intellect. She

“Challenges,”
To Maori feminists

INFLUENCES ON MY LEARNING
From Papatuanuku, the earth mother, we trace the whakapapa of 
Maori feminism. In the Maori story of creation we are descended 
from the primeval parents, Papatuanuku the earth mother, and 
Ranginui the sky father. Woman, in partnership with man, was 
active and centrally involved in our creation as a species.
From Hinemoa and women like her from our past we leam that 
Maori women have successfully transgressed traditional practices 
and that these transgressions have contributed to our ever-chang
ing culture. Hinemoa risked life and limb, swimming a lake to be 
with her beloved Tutanekai. Having spent the night with 
Tutanekai she was deemed to be married to him and accepted as 
his wife despite her probable marriage to someone else. The mes
sages of this story go way beyond the “love can conquer all” 
theme that is usually associated with it. She was a Maori feminist 
activist who took control of her life, deciding for herself who she 
wanted to marry, successfully transgressing the customary

referred to it affectionately as “te hinengaro”, the lost hine, the 
Hine that Tane could not touch in the Maori creation story. 
Another layer of meaning was revealed, helping me to come a lit
tle closer to understanding the forces that inspire me to work 
against the odds as an academic.

From Ngahuia Te Awekotuku, her life and her work, the het
erosexual agenda of our society has been made visible to me. It 
has been a source of learning, challenging me to identify my 
heterosexuality as a source of personal privilege which allows me 
to enjoy my life in ways that Maori lesbian women cannot.

From Donna Awatere and Her articles on Maori Sovereignty I 
was inspired by an indigenous theoretical analysis — at last!

From the women in my family, the children and the elders, I 
have leamt a great deal about people, life, love and learning. From 
my children I have leamt in ways and about things that have 
changed my life forever.

I have “educational credentials” from the school of life,
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Palmerston North Teachers College and Massey University. I am 
currently enrolled at Victoria University as a doctoral student. In 
our society, however, it is only the latter credentials which have 
market value.

I now organise learning environments for people interested to 
learn about Maori Education, Race Relations and Education and 
Maori Women’s Studies. I do this work in the Education 
Department at Victoria University, Wellington.

KAUPAPA
The word “challenges” had to be in it: this is 1990 after all!

The title of my talk was a deliberate choice for a number of 
reasons. The title is about challenges to Maori feminists, not chal
lenges of Maori feminists, as this is work in progress which is a 
challenge to me and which I hope may be of some use, in the first 
instance, to other Maori feminists.

“Challenges,” To Maori feminists, keeps Maori feminism on 
the agenda, when so many have tried to deny its existence, to 
undermine its power base and to discredit its contribution to our 
society. It is argued that feminism is a Pakeha women’s concept 
which has no meaning for Maori women. Interestingly though, 
other Maori activists regularly use theory which is written by taui- 
wi in the name of the Maori cause because they find it a useful 
tool -  and they are lauded for doing so. The work of Paolo Friere 
is regularly cited by Maori writers: for others Francoise Fanchet is 
their French guru. To accept the theoretical analyses of these taui- 
wi men and then reject the possible use of feminist theory written 
by tauiwi women, because it is not Maori, is a double standard 
which should be recognised as such.

Ten important challenges to Maori feminists, as I see them (my 
wish list if you like) follow.

1. To make Maori women, our herstories, work and
contribution to this society visible.

It is still unfashionable in some circles to want to focus specifical
ly on the needs of Maori women and girls. Some argue that such 
an exercise is not a high priority at this time in our history, others 
claim it is anti-Maori. How long must we wait? How much worse

must the life chances and life-styles of Maori women be before 
we count in our own right? Maori women cannot wait until the 
objectives for Maori development, outlined at the Hui taumata in 
1984, are met before our specific needs as Maori women are 
addressed.

Our herstories need to be told, celebrated and recorded. 
Wahinetoa, Nga Morehu, Head and Shoulders, Beyond 
Expectations and Matriarchs, are all recent publications in which 
Maori women explore and reflect on their herstories. When added 
to biographies like those of Te Puea, Whina Cooper, Amiria 
Sterling and Reremoana Hakiwai, and autobiographies, like those 
of Maria Morete and Mihipeka Edwards, they help ensure that 
Maori women will not be kept off the record or remain invisible

This work is particularly important at the whanau, hapu and iwi 
level. We cannot know what our young mokopuna will want to 
retrieve from our sources of Maori women’s knowledge for future 
use. Using the technology available today we should be talking to 
our daughters, mothers, sisters, aunties and nannies about their 
lives and their dreams. Records of this work are important for the 
compilation of family herstories; they are also an important source 
of data about life in New Zealand which could be copied and 
deposited in the Oral History Archives at the National Library.

Some of the early writing about Maori women documents the 
lifestyle of the ariki class but makes little mention of the living 
conditions of other women who would have constituted the bulk 
of the female population. For example, one of the early published 
sources about childbirth and the knowledge associated with it, 
Elsdon Best’s The Lore of the Whare Kohanga details only the 
experiences of the women of the ariki class.

2. To promote and lead Maori women’s studies which monitor
and analyse the role and status of Maori women in the
Maori community as well as in the wider community.

Maori women’s studies must be developed by Maori women. 
Despite all we know about the politics of knowledge, people are 
not good at standing aside and creating the space for others to take 
a lead, yet this work must be done by Maori women. Our whaka- 
papa links us to the women of our people and this is the most 
important credential for those doing the work. I have watched
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men position themselves to take over women’s studies. I am 
watching white women internationally as well as here position 
themselves to take over Maori women’s studies: it will not be so 
easily hijacked.

We need to know the facts, not the myths, about the role and 
status of Maori women, so that our planning and development are 
targeted accurately, not guessed at. We need to talk about the 
reality of Maori women’s lives as well as the dreams and visions. 
The reality is the bottom line from which the programmes of 
Maori development must start. They cannot start anywhere else if 
they are to engage “the people” in the 
mass mobilisation that is needed.

An excellent example of this is pro
vided by the work te Ohu Whakatupu, 
the Maori women’s secretariat of the 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs, is under
taking in the area of Maori women and 
business. Maori Women and the 
Economy provided the data, Putea 
Pounamu -  “a training and skills net
working scheme for Maori women” -  
the initiative. A newly released kit 
Maori Women: Steps to Enterprise is 
available from Government Bookshops 
and other booksellers for $9.95.

3. To consolidate the complementary
goals of Maori feminism and
Maori development and develop
new goals & strategies from this base.

One of the critical objectives of Maori development is the reaffir
mation and, in places, reconstruction of the whanau (family), 
hapu (extended family), iwi (tribe) base of Maori society. This 
central feature of traditional Maori society has been seriously 
undermined. Whanau -  hapu -  iwi links provide Maori feminism 
with a philosophical base which is in direct contradiction with 
the feminisms derived from other cultural bases.

Maori feminism is not anti-Maori. It is pro-Maori, an integral 
part of Maori development and seeks to re-establish the mana 
Wahine of our women, to allow us to stand tall beside the men in 
our whanau again. Not in front of them, the movement is not 
anti-men, nor behind them, we are not apologetic for our strength 
or our visions, but beside them, where our culture tells us we 
should be. We need to create relationships, roles and understand
ings of the status of Maori women that are relevant to our culture 
today. The work necessary to rebuild Maoridom cannot take 
place if the foundation of our social organisation, the whanau- 
hapu-iwi unit, is laid in colonised views of the role and status of 
Maori women and the relationships between Maori men and

It is possible to work for the 
cause and still live.

women that result from this view.
Nowhere is this clearer than in the treatment given to Maori 

lesbians and gay men in our contemporary society. In the name of 
Maori development, Maori lesbians and gay men have been sub
ject to a process of cultural ridicule and abuse from those who 
would have us believe that homosexuality was unknown before 
the arrival of the Pakeha, and who would have labelled it as 
another anti-Maori practice. I have listened with much sadness as

Maori lesbians have told me about the challenges they have been 
subject to. For example, that Maori lesbian and gay people would 
have to account to Maoridom for “ending whakapapa lines”, that 
is, for “choosing” a lifestyle that seemed to prescribe childless
ness. This seemed to me to be at odds with the traditional practice 
of “whangai”, adopting out children to childless couples to raise. 
The practice of whangai could easily include Maori lesbians and 
gay men. What we have learned from our Pakeha colonisers is 
homophobia, how to fear and hate those lesbians and gay 
members of our whanau whom we have historically accepted

and loved.

4. To promote Maori feminism in 
Maori society

The most articulate and sustained 
Maori criticism  of the women’s 
movement in New Zealand has come 
from Maori women and been pub
lished in Broadsheet, thus being fed 
straight into the heart of the women’s 
movement. The readers of early 
issues of Broadsheet will remember 
the power and impact of the work of 
Maori women such as Hana Jackson 
(Te Hemara), Mira Szazy, Merata 
Mita, Donna Awatere, Ripecca Evans.

The Maori Sovereignty articles 
written by Donna Awatere were first 
published in Broadsheet and subse
quently, in 1984, as a book. Letters to 

the editorial collective showed what a dramatic impact the articles 
had. Women formed study groups to debate the papers, wrote 
responses, critiques, cancelled their subscriptions to Broadsheet, 
idolised Donna as the new revolutionary, proclaimed her ideas up 
and down the country, or decided that she was a lunatic and evi
dence that Maori nationalism should be wiped out at any cost.

When Donna wrote that Maori had no natural alliances with 
any movements, including the women’s movement, Maori had an 
indigenous, theoretical and political analysis, written by a univer
sity-educated Maori feminist, which detailed a strong rationale for 
withdrawal from anything but Maori groups.

The declared racism of the women’s movement was thus a real 
deterrent for Maori women interested in women’s issues. The 
message was simple: women’s issues are part of the Pakeha agen
da; Pakeha have colonised this country and our minds; if you want 
to be included in Maori groups, then forget about women’s issues. 
This was the message given to Maori women who wanted to be 
counted as being real Maori. Our society was coming out of a time 
when generations of our people had been coerced and forced by 

the state to reject being Maori. Many 
Maori had a sense that they had lost their 
identity. In those days the buzz word for 
educationalists plagued by the “problem” 
of Maori educational under achievement 
was “the Maori identity crisis”, to which 
was attributed everything from the gang 
phenomenon to educational underachieve
ment and alienation.

Being rejected from the cause, from the fold of Maoridom, was 
not a fate worth risking, not even for the empowerment of Maori 
women. A standard response to those who asked questions about 
Maori feminism was that you were anti-Maori for asking them. 
This accusation shut you up instantly; it was an excellent form of 
social control. It was also a strategy of victim blaming, holding 
people responsible for their fate at an individual level, denying the 
historical, cultural, social and economic forces that have been part
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of the colonisation of Maori people, the essence of Maori 
Sovereignty.

Maori Sovereignty was not just a series of articles, it was the 
new religion and Donna was the high priestess. She has moved on 
from the book Maori Sovereignty in style, strategy and the con
texts of her work and now runs a highly successful bicultural con
sultancy business, Ihi Consultants, regularly hired by top echelons 
of the public and private sector to educate the powermongers 
about bicultural development. I sometimes wonder if people have 
been left clinging to (or afraid of) Maori Sovereignty when Donna 
herself has moved on from it.

In my experience lots of Maori women 
still think of feminism as a Pakeha women’s 
movement, the agenda of which is alien to 
the needs of Maori women and in conflict 
with the goals of Maori development. I 
believe the evidence is steadily mounting 
that unless Maori feminism is harnessed and 
the sexism of society, including Maori soci
ety, challenged, the successful attainment of 
the goals of Maori development will elude 
Maoridom.

5. To develop kaupapa which unify us as 
Maori under the mana of the Treaty of 
Waitangi.

The buzz word in discussions about the 
Treaty of Waitangi is partnership. As Moana 
Jackson recently observed, partnership 
between Maori and tauiwi has become something of a selling 
point — witness the number of books released in recent years on 
the Treaty written by Pakeha.

What I lament the most and want to see reaffirmed most 
urgently is the basic partnership between Maori men and women 
which has been shattered through the process of colonisation. 
When I read Rose Pere’s work I can take pride in a heritage in 
which mana tane and mana Wahine were real. Mana tane has been 
protected and nurtured by our culture. Mana Wahine has been 
attacked, rendered invisible, and is actively being kept off the 
record by sectors of the community. The way in which Maori 
women are treated and regarded in some contemporary settings 
bears no resemblance to the traditional tikanga which are central 
to our cultural traditions.

6. To develop positive alliances wherever these are useful to 
Maori women and kaupapa Maori: our men can do some of 
the work, tauiwi should do lots of the work, the state can 
pay for it all.

7. To provide leadership in the urgent work which is necessary 
to ensure that equity in education becomes a reality for our 
women as well as for other New Zealanders.

8. To develop ways of working and living which are stress 
reduced so that Maori women, their whanau, hapu and iwi 
can foster healthy lifestyles.

9. To live instead of surviving.
In recent months I have had to consider carefully my health, fami
ly, work and the lifestyle we lead. My health was a mess, my fam
ily under stress, my partner a stranger to me. I ended the year in 
hospital, having miscarried our third child. I have been surviving.

Whereas I used to love friends dropping in, I have become 
something of recluse. I have found out in recent months that to 
some political activists I am not politically sound or trustworthy: I 
work in a university; I have some Pakeha ancestors and family
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members whom I will not trash; and I value and practise useful 
survival skills as important ways to manaaki my family and visi
tors to my home. Cooking is top of the list.

It was frightening enough to work out that I have been operat
ing in survival mode for years. It is even more frightening to look 
around at my friends, who, like me, are working for the cause of a 
better tomorrow, to realise that many of them are in very similar 
situations. We say to each other regularly: don’t work so hard, 
take time out, be nice to yourself, surround yourself with good 
support. Yet still we operate in survival mode.

Why? A big part of it has to do with the dogmatic and judge

mental way in which activist politics has developed. “Politically 
correct idealogues” — who know the one answer or view on every 
issue -  are everywhere.

Politically correct activists can be identified in minutes by oth
ers: those who are not “correct” are dismissed and banished. 
Politically correct activists know that nothing real can be done to 
contest the oppression they bemoan so feel justified in sabotaging 
work designed to make a difference -  and those who are trying to 
do it.

It is possible to work for the cause and still live. I don’t mean 
resorting to a simple life of greed, and unashamed selfishness, I 
mean working hard for the cause without debilitating guilt and 
criticism, and still having enough energy to live. This is now my 
goal. It means often saying no and being trashed by some for 
doing this. It means I will not be a stranger to my children, as so 
many parents are.

10. To recognise that struggles to challenge the racism, sexism 
and classism of this society have a long his/her/story and 
that ours is but a contribution to the work our tipuna have 
already started.

Have you noticed that people who stand up in crowds and state 
the absurd -  “I can change the world tomorrow single-handed” -  
are rushed away to rural retreats in ominous looking vehicles, 
with red lights flashing? Maori feminist activists, on the other 
hand, who do not try to accomplish the absurd, to actually plan, 
stage and deliver the revolution by tomorrow, are labelled as 
either “not committed” or “politically unsound”. □

For full copies of the paper you can write to:

Kathie Irwin,
259 Mill Road, Otaki.
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Maori feminism is not anti-Maori. It is pro-Maori, an 

integral part of Maori development and seeks to re-establish 

the mana Wahine of our women, to allow us to stand tall 
beside the men in our whanau again. Not in front of them, 
the movement is not anti-men, nor behind them, we are not 
apologetic for our strength or our visions, but beside them, 
where our culture tells us we should be.
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14 Bolt St.
Dear Mad,

DESARSTER. That black boarder round 
the page is because this is a house of 
moaming. If mum had her way your best 
friend would be a coarpse. Total freek- 
out! She toar the phone off me like I was 
using it to stoar crack in or something 
and screached and cut us off. You know 
I told you when I heard her come home 
from work and start her draggy music? 
All part of her big weakly moan about 
unwinding after a late night at work? It 
got dark while you and me were chatting 
so she never reelised I was home too till 
my darling little brother screamed in 
finally and made trouble like he always 
does. Seems the smartass told Mum I’d 
been ringing you just as he was leaving 
to visit one of his nasty little mates and 
he bet we were still talking. 
Habloodyhaha. What a dork! Mum toar 
up the stairs without touching the sides 
honestly FREEKOUT. It’s pathetick to 
be stingy like her. Hope I don’t take after 
her when I ’m that old. She said really 
nasty things about the phone bill and 
eckonomick sankchons haha meaning I 
have to pay some of it. You know how 
hard I try to be senstif about her being 
tired after work and maybe her meno- 
pores has started so I stayed really cool. 
Wish you could of been there to hear. So 
I just said that nacherally I was missing 
my best friend being away I thought 
librarians like her get well paid. And 
then I said Id leave school and get a job 
and have my own phone. All very cool 
and carm. She shreaked for godsake 
she’ll be back in 10 days w hat’s so 
urgent and for godsake write to her a let
ter if you know how. I havent told her 
yet weve decided to be jurnlists and 
write novels. Then she stamped down
stairs and screamed at stinking little 
Steve for godsake to turn telly off and go 
to bed the creep. But this morning when 
I got up there were stamps and a note 
saying she was sorry she yelled but not 
to make expensif toll calls. I was awake 
for hours thinking about getting old. Our 
mothers are cross most of the time and 
their mothers like my Nana Hickson 
have such boaring lives. I thought about 
you know who too!!!!! Told you I saw

him at the shops and he smiled!!!! If 
you’re not allowed to make toll calls 
either reply IMEADIATLY. Love and 
xxxxxxxx from Frothy.
PS She cut us off before I could tell you 
that youll be back in time for this years 
telethon. Theres a rage to raise money.

14 Bolt Street.
Dear Nana,
Our class is doing a project about senior 
citizens and telethon. We are going to 
put things on the wall. We have to get 
souvenirs from old folk. I asked Mum 
for some things but she says you would 
have better ones. Please could you send 
some. Thank you. Yours faithfully, 
Steve.

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 9 Brown’s 
Drive, Brownsville.
The M inister of Senior C itizens, 
Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
Dear Minister,
Press reports suggest that you are 
proposing to hold ‘consultative’ meet
ings up and down the country. Will these 
be confined to the main centres? Smaller 
towns like Brownsville which contain a 
lot of retired people are badly affected by 
the economic downturn and are anxious 
to have their concerns given an equal 
hearing. Please advise us.
Yours fa ith fu lly , June H ickson, 
Brownsville CAB.

Dear Mad,
Action action! Get the old a into g. Saw 
Rodge and Podge and they want us to do 
telethon and the same gear our team 
woar for break-up. Yes? No? My tail 
came off if you remember and didnt you 
lose your ears? Say if agree or not and 
hurry hurry hurry. Black boarders still 
here. Turns out Mum was expecting a 
phone call from new boyfriend he is 
such a DORK it’s so pathetick at their 
age and Nana Hickson trying to ring 
Mum to get hold of some book she wants 
for her pathetick oldies book discushon 
club. Big deal I ’m the only one not 
allowed to talk to my friends. W rite 
NOW to your lonely Frothy, 
xxxxxxxxxx

3 Sunshine Ave., Brownsville.

Dear Steve,
It was nice to have a letter from you. 
As you asked, I am sending you copies 
of photos of me and three of my 
women friends who climbed a few 
mountains in the 1930s and 1940s. I 
also enclose a copy of a press clipping 
about one of these excursions. If you 
ask Mum, she will find you any more 
information you need for your project 
from the library. Lots of love to you all 
from Nana.

Dear Mad,
Yes I have seen D again!!!!! He smiled 
and actually said hallo!!!!!! Urgint!! 
We need the break-up tape for changed 
telethon plans. Is it at your place? 
Where ????? Wait till you see pictures 
of Nana Hickson on top of mountain. 
Wierd living in the old days. She sent 
them to creapy crawling little grease- 
ball Steve for a school project. 
Pathetickly easy to please oldies. Love 
xxxxxx Frothy.

Veteran Swimmers’ Association, c/o 
3 Sunshine Ave., Brownsville.
A REMINDER that entries for the 
championships close 15 November, 
1990.
June Hickson, Secretary.

Brownsville Express Seen here is a 
group of distinguished senior citizens 
at a special function held in Auckland 
in the run-up to Telethon. Third from 
left is prominent Brownsville resident, 
June Hickson JP well-known 
mountaineer, botanist and community 
worker.

Dear Mad,
Masses to tell you. D. and I sat in the 
coffee shop and talked!!!!! Hes a 
Gemini and doing telethon too! Come 
home early if you can. Got to go and 
make dinner because Nana Hicksons 
up here to meet other jerryattricks. 
How BOARING. Thank goodness 
telethon weekends coming. Seeya! 
xxxxxx Frothy.

7 r ^
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Clare Bear spoke with two bisexual 
women at the First National Bisexual 

Conference in New Zealand, in 
Wellington at Easter.

cartoons: Lynda Earle

and men

l i v e s
loving women

b i s e x u a 1
“We wish to record this as a history of 
bisexuals (a “history”) to add to a grow
ing community of bisexual women try
ing to create our own culture, language, 
history, identity”, says Clare. She spoke 
to Natalie, a 20 year old Pakeha artist, 
and Sacha, a 21 year old Pakeha 
student. (These are not their real 
names.)

To what extent do you think that as a 
bisexual you buy into heterosexual 
privilege?
Natalie: I t’s true, the straight world 
accepts bisexuals a lot easier than 
it accepts lesbians. If you say you’re bi to 
them it’s “Oh well, that’s okay, that’s quite 
fun.”
Sacha: It’s more accepted than among 
lesbians. Heterosexuals seem to be more 
understanding.
Natalie: No, it’s just that heterosexuals 
don’t take it so seriously. It’s seen as just 
sexual, a bit kinky, and that’s fine.

Is that because they don’t fe e l so 
threatened, they don’t have so much at 
stake?
I think the lesbian community has had to 
overcome a hell of a lot to get where 
they’re at, and they are basically fighting 
heterosexism, so lesbians can feel really 
threatened by the fact that they could be 
dropped for a man. It’s like you’re saying, 
“Oh, men are better than you.” But I don’t 
think bisexuals plan to do that at all.
Are you “out” as a bisexual to family, 
friends, workmates? When did you come 
out? Did you come out from being a les
bian, or being straight, or immediately as 
a bisexual?
I came out from being straight to bisexual 
when I was 17, then felt quite pressured to 
be lesbian, but didn’t get there. I was still 
at school and there was a lot of peer pres
sure around, still a lot of driving around in 
cars and meeting boys. So suddenly my 
attraction to women was quite frightening, 
even though I’d always known it. It was a

real impact. I came out to my parents, my 
family and friends. I tell people I meet 
I am bi, and still have trouble telling 
lesbians.
Why did you choose the label “bi”? 
Because it is the label that fits. I didn’t 
really want a label at all, but I wasn’t 
homosexual, I wasn’t heterosexual, and I 
felt like I was cutting off a part of me 
when I was in those roles/worlds. Being bi 
is a wider label, it’s diverse. I can do what 
I want, for myself, and it’s the only label 
that can do that.
Isn ’t it easier to adopt the label of 
straight or lesbian -  especially when 
you’re in a relationship?
It depends on what you can live with. I 
can’t live with going around saying I’m 
lesbian then saying I’m straight. I feel like 
I’m lying really badly to myself.
How about you, Sacha, have you come 
out as bi?
Sacha: In some ways I have, in some 
ways very much not. I ’ve only started
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calling myself bisexual this year, even 
though last year I was. I just didn’t say it, 
‘cos I hate labels. But I haven’t come out 
to my family, and there’s some close 
friends I haven’t come out to. I find it 
really easy to come out to lesbians, and 
women I work with. And my male partner. 
Have you found support from lesbians 
then, unlike Natalie?
I think the lesbians I know aren’t really 
involved heavily in the lesbian communi
ty. I t ’s because I ’ve known them as 
friends first, so it hasn’t been a worry. The 
only thing I’ve had is “What does that 
mean? Where are you coming from?” 
What does being bisexual mean to you? 
Freedom of choice, I think, a whole love 
of humanity, really vast and universal. It’s 
a complete love, not discriminatory or 
gender-based.
Natalie: I have the capacity to love both 
genders and to express that love physical
ly and emotionally. I think it helps change 
the way I see things, it makes me a lot 
more accepting of all different types of 
things -  different races, different classes -  
because we’ve broken a lot of rules in 
being bisexual, we don’t have to go along 
with the rest of society. There was a soci
ety before gender came into it which was 
basically bisexual, way way back. And 
then gender came through, focusing on 
genitals -  gender. For me, I don’t find 
women any more sexually appealing than 
men, and vice versa. It’s the person.
Sacha: I find there are still differences. If 
I’m with a man I expect certain things, 
just because of their social conditioning. 
You get a whole different communication 
level. I t ’s much more spiritual with 
women, they know where I ’m coming 
from, because they know what my

emotions are like and they come from 
similar experiences.
Natalie: Talking about sex, I ’ve found 
that with women it’s more sharing than 
being with a man.
What do you find appealing about men?
I find men sexually attractive. I can watch 
TV and be sexually attracted to a woman 
and a man and say “Wow, she/he’s nice,” 
and it’s just a lust thing sometimes with 
men, as with women.
Sacha: And sometimes men can give you 
a different aspect of things.
Natalie: It just depends on the man. It’s 
really broad.
How do bisexuals feel about compulsory 
heterosexuality and buying into it to a 
certain extent? Some would argue that 
you're sitting on the fence and having 
the best of both worlds.
Sacha: Easy?! I don’t find it easy at all. 
Wherever you go, you’re not a part of it, 
you’re not accepted, you’re different. You 
don’t fit anywhere.
Natalie: There’s no space for bisexuals. 
That’s what we’re trying to do, build a 
space. You get shit from both worlds. 
Okay, there is the thing of heterosexual 
privilege if you’re in a relationship with a 
man. You will get that. But it’s lonely. 
Sometimes it’s empty. All you’ve got is 
your own self, your own feelings, your 
own honesty. You might not have any
thing else.
Do you know any bisexuals socially, 
Sacha?
There’s a woman I work with. And all my 
flat last year were bi. Me being bisexual 
was a really easy thing, really natural and 
expected, and really lovely. I didn’t have a 
label, that was just the way I was. I 
haven’t had any of the hard-line stuff.
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Natalie, how do you feel about Sacha's 
experiences, which seem very different 
from yours, and easier?
Sacha is involved more in women’s issues 
and the student population, so she was 
older, she avoided all that school peer 
pressure. And people were saying to her, 
“Oh, you’re a closet lesbian,” so there was 
already that expectation. So when Sacha 
said she was bi, it was “oh, right”.
So what were people saying to you?
To me?! Oh way back, people sort of fig
ured out I wasn’t completely straight, and 
when I finally said I was bisexual it was, 
“Oh, you’re on the road to becoming a 
lesbian”. And there was that really high 
expectation there, and I really tried. I 
thought, “Oh, I must be a lesbian”, so 
I thought I’d better keep on going down 
that road. But it didn’t go anywhere, and it 
was really lonely.
So now you've been in a relationship 
with a lesbian for nearly a year. Does 
your lover accept your sexuality?
No. She has a real fear that I’ll go off with 
a man, and she also thinks I’m politically 
unsound -  by being bisexual I give my 
energy to men, and by doing that I reap 
heterosexual benefits. I don’t know how I 
reap heterosexual benefits when I’m in a 
lesbian relationship. And then there’s this 
thing of “it’s not as hard for you as it is 
for lesbians”. But she doesn’t realise she 
has a community to go into and I don’t. 
She’s quite supportive of us building our 
own bisexual community, but I think it’s 
basically because it keeps us out of the 
lesbians’ hair.
Does she realise how you feel?
Yes. We don’t talk about the politics any 
more.
So how do you resolve the conflicts with
in your relationship?
We don’t, really. It’s a battle. I have days 
when I come home from bisexual meet
ings and I know I can’t share them with 
her. She can talk about her lesbian activi
ties, but it’s such a big, threatening thing 
... I mean they go on about how “you’re 
doing this and that, wasting energy, you 
are politically unsound...”. I think it’s 
more, “We’re scared of you. We haven’t 
got the confidence to deal with it properly, 
so we’ll guilt-trip you to hell”. So I just 
turn around and look at her and think, 
“You’re not ready to deal with me. It’s 
something in you, not something in me.” I 
have got to say to myself, “it is not my 
problem”, like I did when I came out. So 
my lover and I don’t talk about politics. 
That’s fine, there’s plenty of other things. 
So we just sweep it under the carpet, till it 
ju s t... pops out!
What kind of future do you think your 
relationship has?
It hasn’t really got one. We both recognise 
that we’re on different roads and accept 
that it’s not going to last. I found that real
ly tragic when it first came up and really
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hard to deal with, but now I accept it. And 
I think it would be much better in a way if 
I was with a bisexual woman, or a lesbian 
who’s accepting, because it’s not worth 
the endless sacrificing. But I’m not going 
to chop my relationship off right now 
because of it. The relationship will die a 
natural death.
Have you gone out with men as well? 
Yep. I went out with men when I was 
younger. I’ve had one night stands since 
then, but it’s been basically women.
Yet you still choose to label yourself 
bisexual?
That’s what people say. “All these rela
tionships have been with women, you 
must be a dyke”, and that is just crap. I 
could be celibate, and what would they 
say then? Nothing -  no sexuality at all! 
(laughter.) I’ll be bisexual if I never sleep 
with men again in my life.
Sacha, are you in a relationship at the 
moment, and if so, does your partner 
know you’re bisexual?
I ’ve been with a man for two years. He 
knew about my bisexuality first, but he 
can’t really deal with it, although he’s try
ing. He’s really good in that he’s a really 
sensitive guy, he accepts that a relation
ship with a woman is just as important to 
me as with a man. Therefore, he’s phe
nomenally frightened that I ’m going to 
run off with a woman! It’s really funny, he 
doesn’t worry about me running off with a 
man. I don’t think he’s even begun to deal 
with my bisexuality.
Do you talk about it?
Yes. Our relationship is basically talking. 
It’s a really open, honest relationship. 
Open in terms of feelings. I t ’s very 
monogamous. We’re quite close spirit
ually and can’t hide anything.
What do you think the future holds?
It’s basically on the rocks.
To what extent does your bisexuality 
come into that?
A phenomenal amount. It’s not the main 
reason. We’ve had relationship problems 
before, but it’s not a relationship I can see 
lasting for ever and ever. If I hadn’t gotten 
into bisexuality I mightn’t have had the 
energy in me to actually break away. It’s a 
very safe, secure thing being in relation
ship like that. But I think there are other 
aspects than bisexuality which are coming 
out. It’s me developing my own sense of 
self and what I want to be.
In what ways have you broken out since 
coming out as bisexual?
Well, I’ve had an affair with a woman. 
That’s one really hard aspect of being in a 
monogamous relationship with a male. 
When you have an affair with a woman it 
doesn’t go down too well. I tried to be 
open about it, but it was just like heavy, 
heavy shit. And that’s why our relation
ship’s on the rocks, because I can no 
longer be honest with him about stuff on 
that side.

What are your views on monogamy and 
non-monogamy, Natalie?
I personally believe that human beings 
weren’t designed to be with one person 
for the rest of their life. People just aren’t 
made like that. I’m supposed to be in a 
monogamous relationship and well, hmm, 
I haven’t been monogamous on a few 
occasions, and that’s just something in 
me. It’s just that I need to go with the 
vogue, see what’s happening.
Have these been one night stands or 
more emotionally involved affairs?
Sort of both. I slept with this guy once but 
we were really good friends and emotion
ally attached. Some lust just seemed to 
come into it. It was physically continued 
for a while but then it just screwed up my 
lover so much I said, “No. We can’t keep 
on doing this.”
So you were open about this to your 

lesbian lover?

Clare Bear photo: Gil Hanly

No, I wasn’t actually. She found out and 
all hell broke loose. And then Christine 
was a slight accident. That was something 
that was purely out of control. Some 
things just happen, you know. You meet 
someone and the next thing you know, 
you’re attracted to them. It’s not really an 
affair as such, i t ’s just a physical 
closeness. It’s not like every time I see her 
we leap into bed, it’s more of a very close, 
affectionate friendship.
What about those who would say you’re 
promiscuous, as a bisexual you’ll jump 
into bed with just about anybody?
I don’t see myself as promiscuous, I see 
myself as wrapped up in my emotions, 
and if I happen to have feelings for some
one, I’ll simply act on them. I don’t block 
things off, I don’t shut them away and 
say “Oh my god, I can’t do that”. I’m too 
honest to myself. I ’ll think about the con
sequences later. But I don’t think I ’m
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dilemma

promiscuous. That is the only label soci
ety will find for it, and it just tries to say 
I’m a terrible person. But I’m not.
For you, Sacha, is it a matter o f 
promiscuity?
No, not at all. It’s much more than sex. 
It’s being able to follow friendships to 
whatever they can give you. It’s being 
able to follow it up, not say “Oh groan, I 
can’t spend more time with this person 
without my partner getting jealous”. I just 
want to learn more.
How has the Bisexual Conference gone 
for you?
Natalie: I’ve been meeting some amazing 
people. It’s been so positive. This whole 
feeling that we are home, we belong, find
ing out there are people who have felt the 
same things and are not going to pass 
judgement on me. And it feels like we are 
building a community and that’s some
thing I want so badly. I want a community 
where people can feel like they have 
another choice, another option, so they 
don’t feel like they’re on a lonely road.

How many bisexuals do you think are 
out there?
Heaps. According to the book Bisexual 
Lives [an independent English publication 
that is not generally available in New 
Zealand] about a third of the world’s 
population.
Sacha: I think there are a lot more than 
are showing themselves. If they were 
given a chance and it was made a safe 
thing to be bisexual, then you’d get a hell 
of a lot of people saying, “well, actually, 
I’m bisexual”.
What needs to happen to make it safe for 
bisexual people to come out?
Natalie: To be accepted. You need to 
destroy stereotypes, like it’s easier on the 
fence, you haven’t made up your mind, 
when are you going to come out properly. 
What do you think the future holds for 
bisexuals and the lesbian community in 
terms of how they relate to each other?
I think we’re going to have to build our 
own bisexual community and build it 
alongside. We have to work together

because we’re both “deviant” sexualities 
and we’re both oppressed. We have to get 
our bisexual community started, get it 
solid, get foundations and identities and 
affirm our diversity. Then we can start 
working with the lesbian community. I 
think one day, and it sounds idealistic, but 
I am, one day we will work alongside les
bians. They will accept us as a team 
against oppression. We can’t expect to be 
taken in by them and looked after by 
them. It isn’t their role and we shouldn’t 
expect it.
Do you think there has been that expec
tation among bisexuals?
Yes. It’s like the lost loneliness. It’s like 
“Help, support us,” pleading, you know. 
“You’ve got to, we’re stranded.” We can’t 
do that, it doesn’t get us anywhere, it just 
creates power games. And so we’ve got to 
get our community together before we can 
start challenging. There’s no point chal
lenging when you’ve got nothing to fall 
back on.
Did anything in particular come out of 
the workshops for you today?
Sacha: Just the diversity. I loved it. 
Completely different ideas and people, 
and yet they were all coming together and 
saying “here we are”.
Natalie: I really like the fact that people 
were saying things that others didn’t agree 
with. That’s the whole thing -  diversity. 
That’s us. Diversity makes us accepting. 
And that is a really good skill to have in 
this world.

For further information contact:
Clare Bear
d- Womanline, 131A Williamson Ave, 
Auckland or phone (09) 765 173 and 
leave a message. □

SUMMER ART SCHOOL 
AT ELAM AUCKLAND GAY/LESBIAN

January 3 - 13th 1991 COMMUNITY & HEALTH CENTRE
A project of the Isherwood Trust

Painting Jewellery 
Lithography ‘Found Sound’ 

Screenpriting Performance 
Making Paper Comedy 

Photography Writing 
Muka - Flax Garden Design 

Pacific Prints Art Theory 
Making Books Video Production

Enquiries to Centre for Continuing 
Education

Telephone 737 831 and 737 832

S ecuring  O ur F uture
^____________ __________________ ____

Get involved #  Join up today.

F u ll m em b ersh ip  is open  to all lesb ians and  gays. S end  
$25 ($15 u n w ag ed ) to  P O  B ox  5426 , W ellesley  S treet, 
A u ck lan d  1 , w ith  y o u r nam e, add ress and  p h o n e  num ber. 

(For all queries -  Tel. 3020590)

The Isherw ood  T r u s t is a charitable T ru s t w h ich  w as set u p  to 
im p ro ve  an d  enhance the lives o f  g a ys  a n d  lesbians in A u c k la n d . I ts  
m a in  pro ject is the  e s ta b lish m en t o f  a c o m m u n ity  a n d  health  centre.

1 ----------^

28 BROADSHEET OCTOBER 1990



Toronto poet Ayanna Black in terv iew ed B lack 
Am erican theoris t bell hooks at hom e in Boston. 

Accord ing to Black, the new age of fem in ism  is 
b lack fem in ism  and hooks’ is one of the m ost 
provocative, orig inal and hum anitarian of all 

fem in is t theorists. B lack likens her im pact on 80s 
w om en to tha t of S im one de Beauvoir in the early 
70s. Her w ork is not only an in te llectual exercise 

but consciously w ritten for B lack wom en, 
regard less of social class, and other people to 
com prehend, hooks w rites a m onth ly colum n 

called “Sisters of the Yam" in Zeta M agazine, an 
a lte rna tive  U.S. journa l on politics and the arts. 

Her books, all published by South End Press, include A in 't 
/ A W om an: B lack W omen a nd  Fem in ism ; Talking B ack: 

Thinking Fem inist, Thinking B lack; Yearning; a n d  Fem in is t 
Theory: from  M arg in  to Center.

The feminist movement evolved from  
white middle class women. In the femi
nist movement do you feel that Black 
women and other women of colour see 
themselves as priorities: do white women 
see people of colour as partners?
I think that white women don’t see us as 
equal partners in the movement and I 
think, especially, privileged white women

don’t see even lower class white women 
as partners. The fact is they see them
selves as leading the movement. That’s 
been one of the big problems. WE are 
constantly engaged in power struggles and 
one of the reasons is that a lot of these 
white women question sexist hierarchy, 
but they don’t really question class and 
race hierarchy. I don’t think that white

women can begin to address other people 
until they deal with the politics of racism 
and white supremacy and class elitism. I 
feel it’s crucial for Black women and peo
ple of colour to shift our attention away 
from a response to white women’s con
ceptualisation of feminism, and to begin 
to conceptualise a feminist movement that 
takes into account our particular struggles.
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How can Black women develop that par
ticular concept or ideology of feminism?
I think Black women can develop it by 
really examining the way sexism operates 
in our lives, in our domestic relationships, 
in parenting, and in looking at the ways 
institutionalised sexism affects us -  as in 
the poverty of Black women. How can it 
be that many Black women are losing eco
nomic ground in the States? If you think 
for example: 20 years ago when all these 
corporations weren’t making Black hair 
products, frequently poor Black women 
were able to set up hairdressing parlours in 
their homes, on their kitchen tables, and 
make extra money, which they used to 
empower themselves and their families. 
And increasingly as that kind of 
economic base is taken out of Black 
communities and put into the hands 
of white corporations, Black women 
really suffer. WE have to look at the 
gendered aspects of our oppression, 
and begin to develop feminist 
theory that addresses our concerns, 
as well as looking at how feminism 
impacts on Black liberation 
struggles.
Do you think feminism or develop
ing a Black fem in ist theory is 
important to Black women?
I think, globally, Black women are 
beginning to recognise the value of 
critiquing sexism in our lives. I 
don’t think that necessarily correlates with 
an equal commitment to participate in the 
development of theory. I think that it’s 
very important for us to nurture and culti
vate young Black women who are students 
and who are struggling to develop them
selves intellectually, to think in terms of 
feminist theory. One of the things that 
white women have been able to do very 
effectively in institutionalised Women’s 
Studies programmes is produce scholars 
who will in fact be the new generation of 
thinkers, exploring issues of gender. And 
if we look at the women majoring in 
Women’s Studies programmes in the U.S., 
we find very few Black women or women 
of colour. So, in that sense, we are not yet 
fully creating the base for these young 
women of colour to develop their intellec
tual directions in ways that will focus on 
gendered scholarship.
Do you think Black women and other 
people of colour are afraid of the word 
“feminist”? And if so, do you think it’s 
necessary for us to create anew word, for 
example, like Alice W alker’s term  
“womanist?’?
The problem I have with “womanist” 
which I have articulated in my work, is the 
way it’s so divorced from a political tradi
tion and the sense of a political movement. 
I find that “womanist” has a way of per
sonalising and individualising what I think 
has to be a collective struggle. Rather than, 
as Black women want to, throw off the

term “feminism”because they often see it 
as associated with white people, I think 
we have to reclaim the term and re-work it 
so that it speaks directly to our lives.
Any ideas as to how this can be done?
I think that the first way it’s done is that 
we really look at how we define feminism. 
One of the definitions I keep trying to sug
gest to people is that if we define femi
nism as a movement to end sexism and 
sexist oppression -  that’s a very simple 
kind of definition -  it doesn’t privilege 
white women. Such a definition doesn’t 
say women are the good guys or men are 
the bad guys. It basically says feminism 
does have a political agenda, that is, eradi
cating sexism, which means that each of

us can then analyse how we play in 
achieving that political agenda. And there
fore developing a feminist struggle out of 
the locations where we are. Black women 
looking at that political agenda might say, 
“I want to start with the institutions in my 
life -  the church, or what have you -  that 
are important to me.
Do you think Black women associate 
feminism with lesbianism and respond 
on the basis of homophobia?
I think one of the things we have to see, 
while I think that the struggle for gay 
rights and sexual practice are central to 
feminist struggle, is that people under
stand that feminism and lesbianism are not 
one and the same thing. (Though certainly 
Alice W alker’s and others’ evocation 
“womanist” leaves room for that type of 
analysis.) And rather than accepting that 
construct as a legitimate reason to reject 
feminism, I think we have to want to ques
tion that homophobia and talk about what 
can Black people gain from being homo- 
phobic. I don’t think we gain anything. I 
think in fact we cut ourselves off from the 
many gay Black people who have some
thing to offer our lives.
In Talking Back you said “to create a lib
erated voice, one must confront the issue 
of audience”. Do you think a writer 
should calculate an audience?
I think that most writers in fact do envi
sion potential readers for the work they 
are doing. And that is not something that,

I think, robs us of an imaginative critical 
process because none of us talks to a void. 
We talk with some idea of a potential lis
tener. And I don’t think that it means that 
we totally conceptualise in a clear way 
who the listener is going to be. But I cer
tainly think about the people I want to 
address when I write. I keep saying 
to people when you finally get a truly 
diverse audience as that audience was in 
Toronto that evening, then suddenly you 
can no longer use just one language code 
and assume that everyone is going to 
understand your talk.

I’m sure there were a lot of people at 
that talk who are not readers of theory at 
all. So then, how do you talk to them in a 

way that embraces them and 
shows that you want your words 
to be heard by them, unless you 
are able to have multiple lan
guages, multiple paradigms for 
speaking. I think one of the prob
lems we encounter when dealing 
with white people who are 
obsessed with theory is that a lot 
of us, as Black folks, have had to 
grow up in a context of multiple 
languages where we can go back 
and forth from standard English 
to patois -  whether it’s Caribbean 
or the Black English of the United 
States, or the underclass or what 
have you. And I think that what I 

often find in classes is that white students 
are somehow uncomfortable with any kind 
of language shift that they don’t under
stand because they may not necessarily 
have those multiple language skills.
Do you think that white people see this 
language shift as losing power? 
Absolutely. I think there were moments in 
my talk in Toronto where all white listen
ers did not necessarily understand what 
was being said because much of my talk 
was directed towards the many Black peo
ple and people of colour that were there. 
They didn’t feel at the centre because, in 
fact, I wasn’t speaking to their experience 
as a universal experience.
In Talking Back you also said, “Solidarity 
is not the same as support. To experience 
solidarity we must have a community of 
interest.” Can you comment?
To stay within the frame that we’re talking 
in, let’s say a white person would say at 
any of the talks that I gave in Toronto, 
“There were times that I didn’t understand 
what she was saying. She seemed to be 
just talking to Black people”. It seems to 
me that if that white person has already 
identified themselves with the oppressed 
and struggled with us, they would under
stand the necessity sometimes of just talk
ing to Black people. And that to me would 
be a gesture of solidarity. Unlike the per
son who might think, “Well I supported 
this event, I came out to it, this person 
should have been talking to me as well.”

Rather than throw  off 
the term  “fem inism ” 

because it’s associated 
w ith  w hite people, w e 

have to  reclaim  and 
re-w ork it
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Solidarity takes us beyond support 
because you can support something with
out really understanding it or being trans
formed by it. If you really want to be in 
solidarity with people, then you’ve got to 
go farther than standing on the outside. 
You’ve got to find a way of being on the 
inside of that struggle and this is very 
difficult.
The concept o f love is a continuous 
thread throughout your books. Can you 
explain?
One of the things that happens is that, in a 
lot of radical circles in the U.S., people 
don’t want to see love as part of the politi
cising process. One of the things that I 
like so much about the work of Paolo 
Friere is his early work: he talks 
about the revolution and revolution
aries as needing to be people capa
ble of love. What w e’ve seen is 
people who are motivated by self- 
interest and self-greed. As we look 
at various Black power movements 
and see where they most failed 
were in those instances when lead
ers were motivated by their own 
egos and their struggles for power, 
rather than by their concern for the 
collective good. One of the things 
that makes Malcolm X such a hero
ic figure is that we sense in him that 
quality of love and commitment to 
serve Black people. It is really cru
cial to the decolonising process.
As women brace for the 1990s are they 
bracing fo r  a backlash against the 
feminist movement?
I don’t agree with this whole evocation of 
backlash. Anti-feminism has always been 
strong. I t’s become more visible now 
because those of us who are in resistance, 
have become stronger. So in some way 
anti-feminism responds to the growing 
power. Think about how many Black men 
were at the talk. Five years ago Black 
men, in general, weren’t coming out to 
feminist talks. It says that feminism is 
beginning to have an impact. That is, 
therefore, threatening.
Do you think this impact has any bear
ing in that your work does embrace 
men?
That’s part of the development of feminist 
theory. We can look back to the early 
stages and say that the separatism that was 
so strong was particularly coming out of 
the privileged location from which people 
constructed theory. If you can go and live 
in your own privatised apartment then you 
can maybe talk about a conceptualised 
movement where women do not have to 
interact with men. But if your life is about 
living, so often for people of colour, it’s 
about living in a community where you 
may have to share housing and work 
space continually with men. Then we 
have to work with men.
Are you saying then that involving and

embracing men in the feminist move
ment does not necessarily mean women 
giving up their power?- 
Absolutely not. In the same way that I 
don’t think I would talk about white peo
ple leading the Black Liberation struggle, 
I don’t see men as the leaders of the femi
nist movement, but I see them as having a 
tremendous role to play in the transforma
tion of consciousness around sexism. 
Taking another quote from Talking Back, 
you said , “problems arise not when 
white women choose to write about the 
experiences o f non-white people but 
when such material is presented as 
authoritative.” What about writings that 
are racist and stereotyping?

Hopefully when people are committed in 
solidarity they will interrogate their own 
writings. All of us have to engage in con
stant critique of our writings that repro
duce the old oppressive paradigms. And 
that means white people and people of 
colour who are aware.
What about the “progressive/politically 
correct” person who is aware yet they 
project a stereotyping image?
Our own response can be to critically 
interrogate that work and to show where it 
falls short. For example, my piece on Do 
The Right Thing was a piece of critical 
interrogation that was saying this work of 
art is important, it’s valuable, but it also 
has some limitations. One of the things 
that was disturbing was that we did not 
get any kind of diverse images of Black 
masculinity in that film. We really got a 
lot of new taste on old stereotypes. It’s 
important for us to look at the limitations, 
which is not about discrediting or putting 
down the work but saying let’s look at it 
critically.
Euzhan Palcy, director of A Dry White 
Season, has affirmed that the film was 
made consciously for a white audience. 
What are your feelings about making a 
film strictly for this market?
I find this very problematic because it 
seems to me that we need to recognise 
that Black people, globally, need to have 
awareness of the struggles in South Africa 
and of our complacency. Those of us who
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are U.S. citizens need to know that we are 
complicitous in upholding and maintain
ing the structures of apartheid so that we 
can engage in resistance struggles here. 
When someone makes that kind of state
ment, it suggests that only white people 
need to have their consciousness raised. I 
thought the film was very important, per
haps it would have been more complex if 
she had said, “I want Black and white 
audiences moved by this film.” 
Contemporary Black ja zz musicians 
have said that if it hadn’t been for white 
people there would not have been an 
audience for jazz. What are your feelings 
about this?
To me that comment is misguided. We 

have to recognise that this kind of 
white audience is more of a con
temporary phenomenon so that I 
don’t think one can see it in terms 
of “we couldn’t produce art if 
there was no white audience.” 
History has already shown us that 
is not the case. There have always 
been Black art forms, even when 
there was the kind of segregation 
that meant we could not rely on 
white audiences. The issue is that 
Black artists have only recently 
begun to think about making a 
living through their writing or 
playing music. In that sense, of 
course, if we want to start to talk 

about an art that necessarily has to speak 
to the Black people who are most monied. 
Certainly there is a need for Black people 
to become engaged in the economic sup
port of writers, etc. But we fall into a trap 
if we want to argue then, in the same way, 
that our creativity exists because of white 
patronage. I think that is erroneous. The 
extent to which we are able to survive 
economically and create is clearly tied up 
with white patronage. But those are two 
very separate things. What we also know 
is that there are many Black artists who 
have lost artistic power because of their 
tendency to create products that are 
specifically oriented to attract white 
patronage.
What about Zora Neale Hurston who, in 
the 30s created work that was very Black 
oriented?
What happened to her is that white people 
at one point were very interested in a cer
tain kind of production of Black expres
sion and paid for it because it was part of 
fadism. When that went away, because 
she had not constructed her own vision of 
self-determination -  that is to say, “How 
will I survive without white patronage?” - 
I think she began to think. Do you think 
white people are going to maintain this 
fascination with ethnic fashion and all that 
ethnic stuff? What we see is, within a 
commodity culture right now, these things 
are the new commodity.
You must have heard o f the recent

Globally, Black 
w om en are beginning 

to recognise the 
value of critiquing 
sexism  in our lives
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massacre of women in Montreal. What 
are your feelings about this kind of 
violence?
One of the things that is always disturbing 
about this kind of incident is that it allows 
people to imagine, to feel that this incident 
is somehow special. In fact violence 
against women is taking place everyday in 
this way. And the fact that the killer used 
the term “feminist” makes this violence 
suddenly being presented in the media as 
unique or different. I don’t think i t ’s 
unique or different. I think it’s important 
for people to keep a real perspective on 
this -  not as some violent feminist/anti- 
fem inist backlash but as part of the 
continuum of male violence against 
women. One of the things that we see

already happening in places like Canada is 
a kind of specificity within the education
al institution as a kind of identification 
with those women. Ordinarily privileged 
white folks and other people, when they 
read that a group of women have been 
hurt or massacred, don’t identify at all 
with these women. They don’t feel that 
this could have happened to them when if 
fact we should be feeling like that about 
all the cases of violence against women. 
About Sophie Cook [a young Toronto 
Black woman recently paralysed after a 
police shooting], a lot of white folks and 
white women didn’t even respond to the 
shooting. The massacre in Montreal has 
been on the front pages of all the U.S. 
newspapers. Again, we have to always

critique the obsession in our culture with 
spectacle and with sensationalism.
With this recent massacre, do you think 
white feminist women will rethink their 
position about violence and be able to be 
more supportive of Black women and 
people of colour?
No. I don’t see that happening at all. In 
fact, it may have just the opposite impact. 
A lot of white women are feeling again 
that somehow their struggle, in terms of 
sexism, is a more privileged struggle that 
other forms of struggle.
Reprinted with permission from the 
Spring 1990 Fuse, (Vol XIII, No 4) a 
Canadian political arts magazine 
183 Bathurst St, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M5T 9Z9. □
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“MY MUSIC ISN’T FOR 
DANCING TO”

Judy Small is interviewed by 
Helen Brabazon 

This is Judy Small’s third visit. Five 
years ago she saw New Zealand by 
bus, on a folk club tour - “from 
Central Otago to Palmerston North 
and everywhere in between”.

In August she returned for a con
cert at the Maidment, and one in 
Wellington. I didn’t miss the chance 
to sneak preview songs from her fifth 
album Snapshot, and talk with her. 
Small sees herself as a fem inist 
folksinger. “I don’t want to always 
play to the converted. I want to sing 
to a broader audience. Women will 
always be the core of my audience 
because what I play is stuff about 
them.” The concerts are her chance to 
entertain the people her support her 
lifestyle. She laughs, “In what other 
job in the world do you get to sit and 
talk to people about yourself? It’s fab
ulous!”

Small is a director of her own label 
Crafty Maid. She has none of the 
usual record company assistants hov
ering at the interview.

She’s angry about performances 
referring to their audience as “cattle”. 
She wants to deliver to her audience
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more than they get on the record. 
Small finds humour a good way of 
getting unpalatable stuff across. 
“People can’t be angry with you if 
they’re laughing with you”. The 
allegorical song “The Kiwi and 
the Eagle” was a big hit at the 
concert. The kiwi stands up to the 
eagle, and “if the kiwi can do it 
why not the kangaroo?”

From New Z ealand’s anti
nuclear stance we get on to music 
quotas. Small believes a 20% 
quota is vital. “It doesn’t work 
without one. There’s so much 
good stuff around. Its not going to 
lower the tone or anything! New 
Zealand artists aren’t considered 
Big Time until they’ve made it in 
Australia, then we take them over 
and they become Australian acts. 
You ask any kid there - they’ll tell 
you Crowded House and Split Enz 
are Australian Groups”. 
Australians lay claim to Shona 
Laing, Sharon O ’Neill, Jenny 
Morris and Dave Dobbyn to name 
a few.

Judy Small isn’t “political” all 
the time. Her music documents 
the times and she does write about 
funny things as well as serious 
issues. “If I don’t then I’m leaving 
out half our lives. Who wants to 
sing turgid political ballads for 
three hours?!”

There’s talk of people staying 
away from her Wellington concert 
because she’s “not out of the clos
et enough”. “All women are my 
sisters. If you leave out heterosex
ual women then that’s not feminist 
politics to me. Any one who 
comes to my concerts or anyone 
who really listens to my music 
must realise I’m a lesbian”.

Small says even mainstream 
places in Australia have her 
records on the back shelves, or 
under W for Women!

Her album Snapshot is dis
tributed through the Auckland 
and Christchurch Women’s 
Bookshops, and in Wellington 
through Diana (04-758402). Later 
this year she’s off on a twenty- 
seven city tour of the U.S and 
Canada. □
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POWER IN OUR HANDS
Mary Irwin
Penguin Books $24.95 
Reviewed by Megan Fidler 
Power in Our Hands is New Zealand’s 
second self defence book for women. This 
is a high quality book, well written and 
presented, with clear photographs, and 
funny, “get-the-message-across” cartoons. 
Apart from some reservations about the 
cover, I judge this to be a superb publica
tion.

Mary Irwin says “[self defence is] real
ly learning to care for ourselves, value 
ourselves, and keep ourselves safe ... so 
self defence is just looking after myself. 
And that involves really liking myself, 
because the more I like and value ‘me’. 
The more effort I ’ll put into keeping 
myself safe”. Throughout the book Mary 
equates self defence with self esteem. This 
encourages a holistic view of self defence. 
Physical defending of ourselves cannot be 
disconnected from looking after ourselves 
emotionally and psychologically, wanting 
only the best for ourselves and seeing our

selves as worth defending. If we love our
selves, we must learn to defend ourselves, 
and if we love our friends, sisters, mothers 
and daughters, we must encourage them to 
defend themselves.

After discussing dangerous misconcep
tions and myths, Mary takes us through 
the techniques of self defence, beginning 
with mental and verbal strategies and fol
lowed by physical techniques. Both these 
sections are well set out with manageable 
lists and appropriate use of capitals and 
bold typeface. At the end of these and all 
chapters there are black boxes with the 
key points from the preceding chapter. I 
found this useful as it clarifies and focuses 
both the material and the reader

It is in the section on physical tech
niques that the photographs really come 
into their own. They are clear with no 
props or backdrops to distract our atten
tion from the action. A special congratula
tions to the “actors” who really looked 
angry, scared or surprised which made the 
situations come alive.

Power in Our Hands is easily accessi
ble for most women and written in layper
son’s terms without losing its social and 
structural analysis. Mary frequently refers

to the results of a questionaire on violence 
against women, conducted in 1988 by her
self and Deborah Cox, a research consul
tant. The purpose of the survey was to 
obtain accurate current information about 
the nature of violence against women and 
self defence for women.

Together with analysis, Mary offers 
channels for action. In the box at the end 
of the chapter “Political Actions Every 
Woman Can Take” is the statement “All 
major change starts from small begin
nings. We can all make a contribution”. 
Good one - so true!

The resources for people wanting 
either further guidance or to learn more 
about self defence are clearly set out at the 
end of the book. There really is something 
for everyone - women, children, 
teenagers, men and parents. Power in Our 
Hands has taken seriously the responsibil
ity of books of this nature to offer readers 
a place to go.

I whole-heartedly recommend Power 
in Our Hands as an easy, interesting, 
important, and perhaps life saving read. A 
great gift for any woman you care about 
including yourself. □

STAKING A CLAIM -  FEMINISM  
BUREAUCRACY AND THE STATE
Suzanne Franzway, Dianne Court,
R.W. Connell. Policy Press 
Reviewed by Linda Hill 
Current changes in the organisation of the 
public sector and the welfare state, as well 
as in the economy, make this an important 
book for New Zealand women. It provides 
a useful feminist theoretical framework 
for analysing these changes, assessing 
their impact on our lives and politics, and 
for planning effective strategies.

As Australians, the authors draw on a 
wider range of thinking than most

theorists and relate it to the system of gov
ernment most like our own. They lay out a 
framework for a feminist analysis of the 
state and its relation to capitalism and 
patriarchy. This framework is then used in 
fascinating chapters on the politics of 
childcare, equal opportunity and sexual 
violence in Australia. A third section 
examines the “femocrat” strategy of liber
al feminism in Australia. It shows an 
understanding of the potential and a toler
ance of the inherent limitations of working 
“within the system” that could be helpful 
in healing some of the liberal-radical 
breaches in New Zealand feminism.

Their starting point is dual systems the
ory - the contradictory interrelationship 
between capitalism  and patriarchy. 
Deriving from Heidi Hartmann’s work, 
this is the base of the most interesting 
feminist (especially British) research on 
women and work over the past ten years. 
Franzway et al. use it to theorise the state 
as the embodiment of capitalist and patri
archal interests, and our resistance to 
them, institutionalised over time. It is also 
a power and controller of resources in its 
own right. And the state is itself s complex 
set of institutional relations. This frame
work allows particular political situations
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O U R SELVES 
GROW ING OLDER

Paula Brown Doress/Diana Laskin Siegal/Jean Shapiro 
with the Boston Women’s Health Collective 
Fontana $24.95 
Reviewed by Edith Gorringe
Oh dear! was my initial reaction to Ourselves Growing 
Older. It is a weighty paperback, too heavy for arthritic 
hands to manage easily and has that irritating tendency to 
close when set down on a table. The paper is good quality 
and the print not too difficult to read.

Mine is the English edition with various chapters re
written for this audience by Jean Shapiro. Some of the 
content relates specifically to conditions as they are in the 
UK. Photographs and illustrations are used sparingly, 
while detailed notes and bibliography conclude 
each chapter.

It is quite remarkable to read a book in which older 
women are respected, seen as of great worth and nowhere 
condescended to, pitied or in any way diminished.

The charm of the book rests with the “I” statements of 
very many older women. These personal experiences 
speak with warmth and humanity to the reader, more espe
cially perhaps to those who view aging with apprehension, 
if not with very real fear of what the future may hold. 
There is a wealth of straightforward information on a wide 
range of topics and the second half of the book concen
trates on medical conditions common in later life. Included 
are hints and down-to-earth advice about eating, exercise 
and substance abuse.

I found it all a bit daunting -  some of the content is 
strongly directive (of the “we must” variety) which, while 
encompassing all women, seemed to leave no space for me 
and the choices I might wish to make.

A book of reference to be used as a resource, dipped 
into rather than read cover to cover, lovingly compiled by 
concerned women. □

I HAVE IN MY ARMS BOTH 
WAYS; Stories by Immigrant 
Women
Adrienne Jansen. Allen & Unwin 
Reviewed by Manying Ip 
There is an old adage that we see our
selves more clearly through the eyes of 
others. Adrienne Jansen’s I Have in My 
Arms Both Ways offers a highly diverse 
and revealing perspective of New Zealand 
society, culture and people through the 
eyes of ten immigrant women from very 
different countries. Five of them came 
from Asia (India, Vietnam, Laos, the 
Philippines, and Iran), two from Eastern 
Europe (Czechoslovakia and Poland), two 
from the Pacific Islands (Tokelau and 
Tonga), and one from South America 
(Chile). These women are from a wide 
range of social backgrounds, some home 
persons and full-time housewives, and 
some highly-qualified professionals. Most

to be understood in terms of the various 
interests involved and the unequal power 
relations between them.

The first part of the book is not the eas
iest to read. Nor probably is this review! 
But it provided me with the theoretical 
help I needed to get a grip on what is hap
pening all around us. To lift my nose out 
of my particular bit of rogernomics- 
induced crisis and take a look at the whole 
picture. I would like to recommend it to 
every women involved in state restructur
ing or its downstream consequences. Or it 
might make a good Christmas present for 
your favourite femocrat! □

arrived in New Zealand in the 1980’s so 
their feelings and observations are con
temporary and highly relevant.

Probably the most shocking and 
thought-provoking revelation is the aver
age New Zealander’s lack of awareness of 
other cultures and other peoples. 
Sometimes it is manifested in the form of 
blatant racism, as experienced by Novena 
Petelo of Tokelau Islands: “I think people 
put me down because I ’m Tokelau ... 
Maybe i t ’s because of my colour”. 
Kamela Patel of India also has similar 
thoughts: “ ... in some places there is prej
udice ... Now and then someone doesn’t 
want to talk to me, or doesn’t want to sit 
next to me”. Valeti Finau of Tonga sums it 
up, “There is a lot of discrimination here

against Pacific Islanders. It’s a common 
attitude in New Zealand that Pacific 
Islanders are second class citizens".

Sometimes the immigrants are not 
made to feel inferior outright, but they are 
disconcerted to find New Zealanders not 
interested, not caring, or simply embar
rassed at finding that the newcomers are 
not identical with themselves. 
“Vietnamese people in New Zealand often 
don’t want to talk about their experiences. 
One reason is because they face a kind of 
indifference among New Zealanders. 
People here don’t want to know about dis
asters and wars . . . ” (Ngan Hac Trang - 
Vietnam) M ichelle Karagianis of 
Czechoslovakia also makes a similar 
observation, “When I say I come from

Manying Ip photo: Gil Hanly
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Czechoslovakia, they so ‘Oh’. I can see 
exactly that they don’t know where it is. 
They say ‘Oh yes’, then change the sub
ject ... People today just talk about what 
they’re going to eat, or the races, or Lotto, 
or what’s on TV”.

On the whole however, all the women 
are extremely careful in their criticism of 
this country of their adoption. Many point 
out the help that they received when they 
were new-comers. Their overall reluc
tance to be openly critical, their reticence 
and circumspection in recounting any 
negative experiences may be the natural 
courtesy of immigrants while being inter
viewed by a New Zealand author for a 
New Zealand readership.

The one common experience that all 
the women share is the initial hardship of 
settling in a new country, especially when 
they did not know English. Anna Reutt- 
M arciszewski of Poland, a trained 
economist, summarizes it best, “All the 
time, from first arriving in New Zealand, I 
felt myself such a small person, with no 
pride. I would never have believed that I 
could be in a situation where I would need 
so much help from other people”.

Another common characteristic of 
these ten stories, noted by the writer in the 
preface and her interviewees in the stories, 
is the obvious reluctance to delve to
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deeply into sensitive issues involving 
other members of the family, reasons why 
the women decided to leave their home
land, problems of marriage, etc. Reasons 
ranged from “I’m afraid of what people 
might think ... I haven’t any power here ” 
(Kamla Patel - India) to “I don’t feel 
happy talking about myself. I feel happier 
talking about my country” (Livia Escobar 
- Chile). Eight of the women have their 
photographs published, while two (Livia 
Escobar and Ngan Hac Trang - Vietnam) 
are represented by images. The latter in 
fact uses an assumed name meaning 
“thousands of white birds”. The women’s 
desire not to unveil parts of their past can 
be social or political. Considerations for 
possible unpleasant repercussions to fami
ly members still left in homelands 
wrecked by warfare or under dictatorships 
seals the women’s lips. What is not told 
therefore is more poignant than what is 
told outright.

Since the women come from such 
diverse backgrounds, their tales of their 
childhood and adolescence offer highly 
intriging glimpses of lifestyles of different 
nations. Eastern Europe has the inevitable 
rations, coupons, and long queues for 
daily necessities; but it also has idealistic 
youngsters who are fired by patriotism 
and consider membership in the commu
nist youth corps their dearest dream. A 
girlhood in Tokelau is easy-going and 
idyllic, whereas student life in Chile is 
constant vigilance against the controls of a 
military dictatorship.

Regardless of their background and 
experiences, all the women are united in 
their desire to keep their respective home 
cultures alive and flourishing in New 
Zealand. Most of them want to go back to 
their home countries again, either to visit, 
or to settle down for good. All of them 
have tremendous pride in their home cul
tures and values, and none of them wishes 
to adopt “western” values without ques
tioning. “I believe in equality between 
men and women, but I think that women’s 
liberation is a kind of extremism ... I 
think that it is wrong to interpret freedom 
as sexual freedom ... we don’t take it” 
(Ngan Hac Trang - Vietnam) “I notice that 
a lot of marriages here break up, even 
after a long time together ... if you get 
married, it’s for life” (Dahlia Roberts - the 
Philippines) “There are some things I 
don’t want to follow in your custom ... 
children here leave school early ... I also 
don’t want our children to leave home 
early”. (Thongsy Vanvilay - Laos)

7 Have In My Arms Both Ways makes 
absorbing reading, not only because of it’s 
richness of content, but also because of 
the easy and unpretentious style. The 
author’s sympathy with her interviewees

is evident, as is her discretion and honesty 
in handling her subject matter - life stories 
of other people. One flaw is the lack of 
“personal voice” in the stories. The 
women, in spite of Gil H anly’s pho
tographs, remain rather blurred and 
indistinct as individuals. I pondered long 
and hard for why it is so, then I came 
across Michelle’s reminiscences on the 
Prague Spring, the momentous event 
which changed the lives of so many 
Czechoslovakians, “It’s also very hard for 
me to explain in English. I’ve never talked 
about it in English before ... I don’t know 
the words to describe it. My vocabulary 
isn’t big enough”, So can this be the rea
son? The women are all talking in 
English, NOT their first language, and this 
adds to their inhibition? When they talk in 
English, often the greatest subtlety is lost, 
and they are aware that they are talking to 
a foreign society, and probably adopt a 
“public persona” as well. This is, of 
course, my conjecture only, and in no way 
detracts from the overall value and rele
vance of this book. Personally, I find that 
Dahlia Robert’s (the Philippines) story 
comes across as the most profound and 
intimate, her voice most distinctive and 
her personality vivid, although the stories 
from Vietnam, Chile, and Eastern Europe 
are naturally more full of ups and downs 
because of the much harsher political real
ities there. Again this may be due to the 
fact that her English is fluent and therefore 
she can express herself more easily, in 
spite of her preference for “Eastern indi
rectness”. Bearing this factor in mind, dis
cerning readers may be able to read 
between the lines and get more out of the 
book. □

FILM AND TELEVISION
A WEEKEND SEMINAR 

NOVEMBER 10-11 1990

SPEAKERS WILL INCLUDE

GAYLENE PRESTON 
RAMAI HAYWARD 
RUTH JEFFERY 
EMILY LOUGHNAN 
JULIENNE STRETTON 
HELEN MARTIN

ENQUIRIES TO EDUCATION SERVICES 
PHONE 894 180 EXT 8426

CARRINGTON 
4 ^  POLYTECHNIC
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with some great ballads that seem all the 
more poignant for Chrissie Hynde’s raspy 
vocals. Packed could just as well be called 
“Chrissie Hynde & the Pretenders”; all 
bar two of the tracks are penned by Hynde 
and, as always, she is prominent in lead 
vocal. (If you listen hard you might just 
pick out Tim Finn doing backing on 
“When will I see you”)
AFFECTION
Lisa Stansfield 
BMG Records
This album has been out for some time 
now, and while I rather like “All around 
the world” my impression of Affection 
hasn’t improved with repeated playing. 
The heavy use of synthesisers and drum 
machines (seems the norm these days) 
makes everything sound like a well pro
grammed computer printout; different 
lyrics, altered tempo but basically 
the same - give me the old 5 to the bar 
any day!
COSMIC THING
B52’s
WEA Records
I remember the B52’s being about when I 
was a number of years younger. They 
don’t seem to have aged any and their 
music still has a youthful appeal. You 
won’t find any political messages lurking 
amongst the lyrics, and some like the line 
“shake your Honeybuns”, off the title 
track, seem particularly politically incor
rect! A good boppy party album with a 
number of tracks already enjoying a lot of 
airplay.
CLOSER TO HOME
Jamie Anderson
Tsunami Records (Arizona USA)
I ’ve had this album for some time now, 
(sorta came with the job!), and I’ve played 
it often. Its certainly worthy of more than 
the few lines its getting here. I believe 
Jamie Anderson classes herself as a 
folksinger, but I’m inclined to think that’s 
too narrow a definition for the range and 
style of her woman identified songs. All 
but two are written by Jamie, the lyrics 
haunting, beautiful, whimsical, quirky; the 
type that pop into your head at a later time 
unbidden but welcome. Love songs, coun
try, R’n B, blues; this album is wonderful

RECORD LISTING
by Lisa Howard-Smith

COMPOSITIONS
Anita Baker 
WEA Records
This album is the perfect accompaniment 
to a warm weekend afternoon or a laid- 
back evening by the fire. Anita Baker is, 
as always, a stylish vocal artist on this 
album which explores themes of love and 
romance.
HIT LIST 
Joan Jett 
EMI Records
I always think of Joan Jett as a Rock’n 
Roll woman with a raunchy voice and a 
mean reputation. While the raunch is still 
there Hit List seems rather sanitised, even 
the cover picture of Joan. The album is a 
selection of customised covers that I 
understand has done well in the States. A 
great nostalgia trip of 60’s and 70’s rock 
songs but seems to lack punch - perhaps I 
should’ve turned the volume up!
SAVED ME (UK REMIX)
Jenny Morris 
WEA Records
I ’ve never listened to much of Jenny 
Morris but this 3 track EP had me wig
gling and jiggling straight off. Although a 
little lean on the lyrics it’s wonderfully 
rhythmical and worth picking up next time 
you’re out for party supplies. A great 
mixer!

JANE CHILD
Jane Child 
WEA Records
The names and number of techno-fangles 
used to record this album is impressive, as 
is knowing that all the songs are written, 
performed and produced by Jane Child - 
but that’s as impressed as I got. Heavy 
Funk fans will enjoy it, the tracks are 
powerfully electronic with a decent dose 
of drum machine on most. A great com
mercial success judging by the number of 
tracks I recognised from radio airplay. 
PACKED!
Pretenders 
WEA Records
I’m a Pretenders fan from way back when 
they were raw and urgent. This album is 
more mature in sound (understandably),
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N E W  Z E A L A N D  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N D  

I N D U S T R I A L  

R E S E A R C H

D SIR
P la n t
P ro te c t io n

Te W āh a n ga  
M a n a a k i T up u

Liaison Officer
E qual E m p lo ym en t 
O p p o rtu n itie s  
T a k a w a e n g a  W h a k a ō rite  
W h iw h in g a  M ahi

DSIR Plant Protection has a strong 
commitment to the implementation and 
enhancement o f equal employment 
opportunities in the workplace. We wish 
to appoint a Liaison Officer to assist and 
advise Divisional Management in the 
planning and implementation o f the 
Division’s EEO policy and objectives, 
and to monitor and report on the Division’s 
performance with regard to EEO.

The identified target groups for our EEO 
policy are women, Maori, Pacific Island 
people and people with a mental or 
physical disability. The appointee will be 
expected to work closely with staff from 
those groups as well as with Divisional 
Management, and other EEO Liaison 
Officers within DSIR.

We seek someone with well developed 
communication, negotiation and group 
facilitation skills. Previous employment 
or involvement in work requiring the 
development, presentation and implemen
tation o f effective strategies under 
challenging conditions, ideally in the area 
of EEO promotion is desirable. A strong 
commitment to promoting the interests, 
needs and aspirations o f the EEO target 
groups together with an understanding 
and demonstrated commitment to the 
concepts o f EEO is essential.

The appointee will be based at Mt Albert 
Research Centre in Auckland. Occasional 
travel to the Divisions substations, through
out the country and to DSIR Headquar
ters in Wellington will be necessary.

The position will initially be half-time and 
for a period o f one year. The hours of 
work will be negotiable. A child-care 
facility is available at the workplace.

Application forms and a copy o f the job 
description are available from the:

Mt Albert Research Centre
Personnel Officer
DSIR, Private Bag, Auckland
Telephone (09) 893-660.
Completed applications should reach the 
Personnel Officer by 15 October 1990.

in its variety. Buy it, you’ll love it! (Try. 
Emmatruck Records - see classifieds) 
WILSON PHILLIPS 
Wilson Phillips 
EMI Records
This pretty package has perfectly pedigree 
parentage. Camie and Wendy Wilson are 
the daughters of Beach Boy Brian Wilson, 
and Chynna Phillips’s Mama and Papa are 
John and Michelle Phillips of the 60’s 
group the Mamas and Papas. However, 
they’re determined to be known in their 
own right. This first album has four self 
penned songs out of the ten. You may 
have heard “Hold On” which has been 
released as a single. The outstanding fea
ture of this young female trio are their 
sweet, simple harmonies, sure to become 
their signature sound. Its pure commercial 
pop, but it’ll be interesting to see what 
direction this group takes on subsequent 
albums.
LANGUAGE OF LIFE
Everything But The Girl 
WEA Records
Sophisticated and intimate are two words 
that have been attributed to EBTG’s latest 
album “Language of Life”, and I ’d be 
hard pressed to improve on this descrip
tion. The album is easy on the ear, with 
smooth rhythms and pleasant harmonies.

THE POLITICALLY SOUND 
HEALTH AND BEAUTY SHOW
A Radio New Zealand Drama 
Previewed by Alison McCulloch 
Radio New Zealand (RNZ) drama coun
ters the television beauty show extrava
ganzas with its own “politically correct 
health and beauty show” on National 
Radio at 9.05pm on 3 October.

Produced by RNZ dram a’s Fergus 
Dick, the recording of the show was held 
in public in Wellington to raise money for 
Women’s refuges. It features a line-up of 
women actors, comedians, writers and 
musicians who have pretty well “made it” 
in New Zealand -  people have heard of 
them. The show pokes fun at just about 
every aspect of the commercial side of 
women’s health and beauty.

Tracy Thom delivers lyrics, predominant
ly penned by the other half of this suc
cessful duo Ben Watt, in a rich and 
elegant voice. Backed by a superb collec
tion of world renowned musicians they 
combine to produce a sound that is profes
sional and polished - read; sophisticated 
and intimate! □

Rosalene M oskeyavich (Helen 
Moulder) spends most of the show annoy
ingly plugging her book The Right To Be 
Beautiful, which dispels the “myth” that 
beauty comes form within. On a less com
mercial, slightly greener note, Juniper 
Sage (Fiona Samuel) introduces her new 
herbal contraceptive -  ragwort. All you 
have to do is pluck a leaf caringly from 
the plant and chew it. “I find that the rag
wort gives my breath a very strong odour, 
and my man finds it a bit repellent, so 
after I’ve been chewing the ragwort he 
won’t come near me...”

Another highlight is Lyn of you-know- 
where (it starts with T and is near 
Wellington). Lyn (Ginette McDonald) 
reminisces about a time when she was not 
quite as trim and on top of it as she is 
today. Back then she had a job as an orna
mental hillock on the Tawa roundabout, 
having been spumed by the local weight 
watcher’s club and subsequently given up 
hope. A friend entered her in the Miss 
Tawa Aluminium Extrusions competition 
and she never looked back “In three 
months I had turned into 961bs of lean and 
hungry womanhood and snatched the 
title...”

The 45 minute show is packed with 
skits and musical interludes form The 
Cat’s Been Spayed. Other performers are: 
Donna Akerson and Katherine Beasley. □
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B O O K S H O P  D I R E C T O R Y

★  CHRISTCHURCH

Kate Sheppard 
\Jomcns Bookshop

145 Manchester St, 
Christchurch

MON-THURS 9AM-5.30PM 
FRIDAY 9AM-9PM
SATURDAY 10AM-1PM

•  MAIL ORDERS WELCOME •  
If you can’t come to the shop 

Phone us (03) 790 784

■  BOOKS ■  MUSIC ■  ARTS 
■  JEWELLERY ■  HAND PAINTED CLOTHES 

MAIL ORDERS WELCOME
Square Edge, P.O. Box 509 Palmerston North

★  WE L L I NGT ON

UNITY
BOOKS
the most interesting bookshops!

119-125 WILLIS ST, WELLINGTON 
PHONE LOUISE OR MARION 856 110

★  H A M I L T O N

★  A U C K L A N

HARD TO FIND
SECOND HAND BOOKS

171-173 The Mall, Onehunga 
Ph: 644 340

Largest SECOND HAND Bookshop in 
Auckland. Always buying and selling of New 

Age, Feminist and all quality books.
Buyer can collect

★ A U C K L A N D !

I w om enS
BOOKSHOP

Largest range of Lesbian books in NZ 
HOURS Tues-Thurs: 10am - 6pm 
Fri: 10am - 7pm Sat: 10am - 2pm 

— mail orders welcome —
228 D om in ion  R o ad , A uck land . 
P h  607 162 (at Valley Rd intersection)

★  A U C K L A N

UNITY
BOOKS
the most interesting bookshops!

19 HIGH ST, AUCKLAND 
PHONE NIGEL OR JOE 370 393

AUCKLAND
“Women’s A rt 1990" ASA Gallery, Blake St, 
Grey Lynn, 23 Oct - 1 Nov, Opening and aution 
5pm Tues 23rd October - ALL WECOME. 
Cover to Cover Bookworks Exhibition, Assoc 
of Women Artists 1990 theme exhibition, OUT
REACH 1 Ponsonby Rd, Oct 1-12.
Rugs: Handmade in New Zealand, Weavers 
from the Waikato and Auckland, 29 Sept - 21 
Oct, Three Artists: Three Dimensions - Works 
from Wellington, 29 Oct - 18 November, both at 
GALLERY ON ONE, State Hwy 1/Fowlers 
Access Rd.
“Out o f  Hand”, Little Maidment Theatre, Oct 
23 - 28 (Return season). Solo theatre. Bookings 
phone BASS 375051, $ 16/$ 13 unwaged. 
Talking on telly and the radio WEA Sat 6 Oct, 
9 - 1pm, Tutor - Pat Rosier, $10/$6 - How to be 
effective on TV or radio.
Publicity on paper WEA Sat 20 Oct, 9 - 1pm, 
Tutor - Jenny Rankine, $10/$6 Learn how to 
prepare flyers and press releases.
Incorporating the Treaty of Waitangi into 
your group’s activities, Stage 1, WEA, Sat 27 
Oct, 9 - 1pm, Tutor - Christine Hertzog, $10/$6. 
Auckland Lesbian Youth Group get together 
weekly for social activities & support.
Saturdays 2.30pm at Youthline House, 30 Park 
Ave, Grafton. All young dykes welcome. Ph 
Rhiannon 302 0590 Wed & Fri.
Lesbian & Gay 24 hr info service call 770 588. 
WAIKATO
Bridging Courses for Women - These courses 
offer the chance to explore various study 
options offered by the University, Teachers 
College or Waikato Polytechnic. He Akoranga 
Ma Te Wahine (for Maori Women) starts on 
Tues 30 Oct at the Hamilton Teacher’s College 
Marae, The course for non-Maori women starts 
of Mon 29 Oct at the University. Info: Centre 
for Cont Ed, University of Waikato, or Maori 
Studies, Waikato Polytechnic. 
CHRISTCHURCH
WSA. Interested in being part of an editorial, 
production and distribution group for Women’s 
Studies Assoc conference papers? contact Clare 
Simpson (03) 252811 ext 8769.
Womyn’s Summer Camp January 12 - 20. 
Christchurch organisers would like to hear from 
past and future summer camp womyn. What is 
the future of the summer camp? We need ideas, 
suggestions, energy. Write to PO Box 10221, 
Christchurch.
DUNEDIN
Lesbian Fancy Dress Ball, Larnach’s Castle,
21 Oct, 8pm - lam, $30/$25 (unwaged) Supper 
included. Tickets phone (024) 761 150, 780 
648.
NATIONAL
Peace Movement Aotearoa are planning their 
National Peace Workshops to be held at Palm 
Grove Camp, Paraparaumu 19-22 October. 
Focus is the Treaty of Waitangi and the concept 
of peace.Contact the Nat Peace Workshops, 
Organising Committee, c/o Peace Movement 
Aotearoa, PO Box 9314, Wellington, or phone 
(04)828129.

BENNETTS
UNIVERSITY 

BOOK CENTRE 
(WAIKATO)

♦
PH (071) 66813

Lesbian Spiral to be published later in 
1990. Need prose (fiction, research, reviews, 
humour, analysis, philos, travel, sports, 
diaries etc), poetry, visuals, music, writing 
about art. Work/enquiries to Heather 
McPherson 22 Nesbitt St, Matata - 
poetry/music; Julie King & Pamela Gerrish- 
Nun Art history Dept, Cant Uni, Pvte Bag, 
ChCh -visuals/art; Marian Evans 19 Carr St, 
North east Valley Dunedin -prose.

★  H A M I L T O N

O  DIMENSIONS
Women's Bookshop Ltd 

266 Victoria Street, Hamilton
MorvThurs 9 AM -  5 PM
Friday 9 AM -  6 PM
Saturday 9 AM -  1 PM

PO Box 19041 PH. (071) 80656
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME

INTERNATIONAL

The Seventh Annual International Women’s 
Day Video Festival invites women from 
across the United States and around the 
world to submite videotapes that explore the 
theme: Women and Change. The deadline 
for all entries in Jan 1, 1991. For entry forms 
write to: International Women’s Day Video 
Festival, PO Box 176, Boston,MA.
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B R O A D S H T  C  L  A  S  S  I F  I J E D

Mainly Toys
Educational and Creative Toys

For those special toys that last including 
a wide range of wooden and 

handcrafted items.
Also a comprehensive range of art and 

craft supplies.
Play area provided for children.

539 Mt Eden Road (just down from the village) 
Ph 606-318

FL Y  H IG H
you, the wind, the kite 

amazing kites from 
around the world 

Traditional, Stunters 
Asian and Western 

We do classes, displays, 
Exhibitions, Stalls

K IT E S  T H A T  FLY!
Main Rd RD3 Albany ph (09)415 8534 

PO Box 228 Albany. Catalogues available

O riginal & exciting  
w om en’s m usic

Write for a catalogue to: 
Emmatruck Music 

P.O. Box 53 
Oneroa Waiheke Is. 

Ph (09)72-7836

C lassified

LESBIAN LINE - Wed. 7.30 
PM - 10.00 PM, PHONE (09) 
303 3584. Phone counselling 
and support service run by 
Lesbian women for women. In 
association with Auckland 
Gay/Lesbian Welfare Group.

WOMANLINE - a confidential 
non-judgemental listening and 
information phone line. Run by 
women for women. PHONE 
(09) 765 173

LESBIAN SUPPORT/COM- 
ING OUT GROUPS. PHONE 
(09) 528 5119, PO Box 3833 
Auckland.

COUNSELLING and 
GUIDANCE for personal 
growth, life crises, transition, 
creative process, etc. Juliet 
Batten, Diploma in 
Psychosynthesis.
PHONE 688 701

SKIN CARE 
ANEW APPROACH

DR. HAUSCHKA (WALA) 
NOW AVAILABLE 

(Free of preservatives, animal test
ing, artificial fragrances) 

TRIAL PACK & BOOKLET $12 
ALSO STOCKISTS OF WELEDA 
HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICINES 

DOMINION PHARMACY 
380 Dominion Road 

(09) 600 388

Abycgan
Womynbuilder

•
Quality work 

Construction/Design 
Consultation

PH (09) 861 083

WANT A 
GOOD READ?

YES ! Please list me as a subscriber and send me BROADSHEET.

Name ...........................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................... ...............................
1 yr $50 □  2 yr $95 □  3 y r $ 1 4 0 D

visa □  bankcard □  cheque □  cash □

card No. □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □  expiry date d Z I

☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆
☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

In NZ FREEPOST 
NO 12 SY ST. or 
40c stamp to 
BROADSHEET 
PO Box 56 147 
AK
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A NEW PROFILE OF WOMEN TODAY
WOMEN IN NEW ZEALAND
A benchmark of the social and economic changes in the 
quality of womens lives.

In a society where the status of women is a major public 
concern objective evaluation is critical. Produced by the 
Department of Statistics in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Women's affairs, Women In New Zealand shows what 
forces have shaped the experiences of women in the last 
thirty years.

If you are concerned with the status of women today, this 
book provides you with valuable graphic evidence of 
progress made, and of the progress still to be made.

$24.95 Item Number 6002

Available from Government Bookshops and other good booksellers throughout New Zealand or direct from 
Government Print Publications, PO Box 38-900, Petone, Wellington, TP(04) 685.555

In fo rm in g  N e w  Z e a la n d e rs

6 t l | ' ^ U n k  T h e a t r e ,  tiam iuu».

at:Lef   ̂q 2-1 6 2 for Bookings.
Telephone: (071 J  ?  ......................

^  CARRINGTON 
4 ^  POLYTECHNIC

MAORI 
EDUCATION 
Summer School
Intensive 
Maori Language 
Courses
•  3 Weeks Mon to Fri

•  9.00 am - 4.00 pm

•  7 January -
25 January

Level 1 Beginners 
Level 2 Advanced 
Level 3A Total Immersion

Further information may be 
obtained by writing to 
Carrington Polytechnic 
or phoning ext 8532

Private Bag Mount Albert
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