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THE YEAR OF THE SECOND SUMMER.
The waves are running again onto the 
black sands at Piha. For a while they had 
stopped, frozen. Only I saw them hanging, 
grey, like arcs o f ice in the cold and 
silence. Sum m er is a lm ost ended. A 
woman and a dog sit watching it end. We 
are marking something, my dog and I. We 
are all I have.

Around us sit a group of shadows, shad
ows of people who could have been here. 
Here is where my sons ashes are scattered 
in the oncoming waters of a channel in the 
rock pools at Piha’s northern end. My son. 
The child I chose to conceive and carried 
into me with my own hands. The child I 
might have borne out of me with those 
same hands. They are empty now.

To have conceived your own child with 
your own hands. To have cremated him 
with your own hands. When no funeral 
parlour would, for your child was techni
cally never born. How  m any lesbian 
women must there be who have done as I 
have done? You m ust be there som e
where. I need you to be.

I shall always see my son’s face. Far too 
young for stillbirth, he was at least accord
ed the title of inter - uterine death. Why 
should I be grateful for that? He was also 
called miscarriage and spontaneous abor
tion by the hospital staff. He was none of 
these. He was my son. A boy with closed 
eyes. A tiny boy perfectly formed, who 
left me forever wondering why. I could 
have cradled him in one hand. Daniel.

But it is a year on from there. The shad
ows sitting next to me on the beach shift 
with the growing discomfort of cold. My 
partner’s shadow rises and walks away 
towards Lion Rock and into the past. My 
home for now is a suitcase and a car. It 
seems one in three lesbian couples split 
after the death of a child, whether bom or 
miscarried, the same as heterosexuals.

Another shadow lifts and moves off 
towards the dunes and the road. The best 
friend who gave h im se lf to D an ie l’s 
beginning has become an occasional visi
tor to my life. So tod have D an ie l’s 
“aunts” who’s anticipation and company

Annie Goslyn writes about the 
isolation of being a lesbian 
and miscarrying a child...
was a daily celebration of that summer a year ago before Daniel died. This 
is our second summer now and their shadows leave, as do those of my 
parents who sent flowers when I conceived and silence when I have lost 
my child. I remain broken. My world has felt the need to move away from 
me. Brief months of maternity, the strength of feeling, the passion of it, 
have moved me on forever. Somewhere in me I know that it is indeed 
appropriate that only I sit here now. That I only hold on, that the world 
does and should move on. And yet I wish I could make this beach a mon
ument forever. I wish I could find another woman - loving - woman who 
has lost as I have lost to sit beside me here and share the same sense of a 
life unlived.

A woman walking on the sealine with her shoes slung over one shoulder 
looks over. I can recognise family - from her hair, her walk, her clothes, 
family. She walks on. The shadows sitting around me are gone. We are 
only a single woman and her dog sitting here on the shore where Daniel’s 
spirit cascades through the rolling, dumping waves childishly. The woman 
walking by the water turns and looks back to me. It has always been 
women like you who have given me the joy of living, you and only you, I 
say into the roar of the ocean, into the swell of my sons spirit lifting with 
the tide. And I know that it is time to follow her.
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CHALLENGING FEEDBACK
I congratulate you for surviving for so 
long, I realise feminist publishing isn't 
easy. But I am writing to challenge you 
to do better than you have been of late. 
My recent renew ed in terest in 
Broadsheet has resulted in disappoint
ment each time I have bought a copy.

I support Broadsheet in being the 
place where feminist women could 
discuss our opinions, and I acknowl
edge the work that many women must 
put in to contribute to publishing 
Broadsheet. But I believe that 
Broadsheet is no longer leading in 
fem inist writing for fem inist con
sumers. I think that more women are 
looking to other magazines and books 
to gain feminist consciousness, many 
of them past or possible Broadsheet 
readers. Broadsheet does not have the 
high profile that it ought to, I believe 
this is a reflection of how many femi
nists feel about the magazine.

Publishing a mediocre jumble of 
articles and asking $7.50 is not what I 
expect from the magazine that calls 
itself "New Zealand's feminist maga
zine.”

I consider myself fairly intelligent 
but find that I struggle to read much of 
what is in Broadsheet. Many articles 
are boring and/or written in academic 
language and assume that we are a 
tight-nit (sic)bunch who know who 
each other are and that we all have 
similar opinions.

Where is your critique of popular 
culture, your recognition of the 
changed issues in women's lives in the 
90's, your challenge to politically cor
rect 'uniform' feminism, coverage of 
the issues affecting lesbians and 
younger women? M ost fem inist 
women are interested in food, employ
ment, success, sexuality, relationships, 
fashion and culture. When buying a 
feminist magazine I want to be inter
ested as well as informed.

I would like to know how 
Broadsheet chooses their writers and 
topics, perhaps women write to suit 
Broadsheet’s style, and others with

writing ability feel their writing isn’t 
suitable for Broadsheet.

For some reason the magazine only 
appeals to a few feminists and this is 
what I think is Broadsheet’s job to find 
out why.
Jane Westcott

CARELESS REPORTING
Much of what appeared about 
Women’s Suffrage Centennial Year in 
the mainstream media in 1993 was 
confused and superficial. Sloppy jour
nalism was rife. I found it extremely 
depressing to see Broadsheet (Summer 
1993) taking a remarkably similar 
approach.

First, the history of the year is care
lessly written: for example, Shipley did 
not appoint any of the women on the 
original Suffrage Foundation, includ
ing Fish, Waring and Kirby, to the 
Centennial Trust she set up to adminis
ter the money allocated. (By the way, 
by late 1993 even the mainstream 
media had mostly realised that the 
word ‘suffragettes’ applies only to 
British women fighting for the vote 
after 1900, not to New Zealand women 
suffragists. Isn't it time Broadsheet got 
it right too?)

Second, you print or reprint Marilyn 
Waring’s and Christine Dann’s criti
cisms of how the Suffrage Centennial 
Trust allocated its funds: Waring derid
ed the ‘tea and cucumber sandwiches’ 
approach, and found it all much too 
‘comfortable’, whereas Dann attacked 
the lack of funding for ‘feminist action 
groups...w om en who are the true 
descendants of the suffragists’. Other 
writers throw in a string of slinging-off 
comments indicating that all suffrage 
year activities, especially those funding 
by the Centennial Trust, were safe, 
trivial and definitely not feminist: ‘gar
den parties, camellias and statues...’, 
‘Rather than opt for the standard tea 
party to mark suffrage year...’ There is 
no attempt to look at what women 
actually did - or how it was received, 
by other women, by their local com
munity, or by the media.

Third, the same issue contains major 
articles on projects related to the 
Centennial Year - the W om en’s 
Professional Playwriters Association 
(WOPPA), the festival of women’s 
plays it ran, writer/actor Lorae Parry’s 
work, Sandra Coney’s major book 
Standing in the Sunshine, The Scarlet 
Runners, and my own Women 
Together. You appear to approve 
wholeheartedly that all these hap
pened. But as several articles note, an 
important part of their funding came 
from the Suffrage Centennial Trust. 
(Women Together wasn't eligible for a 
Trust grant because it was a depart
mental project. Its funding came from 
the Historical Branch and the Lottery 
Grants Board.)

Fourth, this issue of Broadsheet does 
not look at how or why some elements 
of the mainstream media mounted a 
sustained campaign against all these 
'safe' commemorations in general and 
Sandra Coney in particular - she alone 
received quite enough ‘jeers from the 
cynical male public’ to show that 
Suffrage Year was far from safe or 
comfortable for feminists and femi
nism.

W omen's Suffrage Year was an 
extremely complex phenomenon, and 
it is important for feminists to think 
long and hard about what it all meant. 
Of course this should involve a critical 
approach. But the muddled jumble of 
brickbats and bouquets that 
Broadsheet has come up with here is 
not good enough for a feminist maga
zine.
Anne Else

1994 THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY?
Just as last year was W om en’s 
Suffrage Year and the International 
year of Indigenous Peoples, so this 
year has been deemed to be the Year 
of the Family.

The family is being exalted as the 
most central important structure in the 
function of our society, our Prime 
Minister proudly announces himself as 
a ‘family man’, and the Anchor family
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story continues to unfold in our living 
rooms several times a night.

What a worry - at a time when the 
Social W elfare D epartm ent has 
declared a 13 million dollar surplus on 
family support benefits and families 
are responsible for their ‘children’ up 
to the age of 25 (in some cases) if they 
want tertiary education.

I am having problem s trying to 
make sense of a Government that on 
the one hand places greater and greater 
demand on families to provide for the 
young, the sick, the disabled and the 
elderly whilst at the same time, daily 
taking away more and more resources.

Reconstituted families are suffering 
at the expense of ‘first time’ families as 
the liable parent struggles to make pay
ments to Social Welfare. More fami
lies are being headed by a single parent 
at a time when benefits are being cut 
and unem ploym ent rem ains at an 
unacceptably high level. For those par
ents in employment, childcare subsi
dies are no longer adequate to supple
ment meagre incomes. The young 
rem ain dependent for longer as 
employment opportunities for them 
diminish. Students are leaving tertiary 
education, thousands of dollars in debt 
with little prospect of a job. Family 
violence is on the increase, and drug 
and alcohol problems are being forced 
back into the home as public cam
paigns to prevent drinking and driving 
take effect.

I am not saying that initiatives like 
the anti drink/driving campaigns are a 
bad thing - in fact they need to be 
applauded, but what happens to the 
drunks that are no longer on the road? 
Many of them are in the home beating 
the tripe out of their families.

I am not sure what we are celebrat
ing in this Year of the Family. Perhaps 
it is the sheer tenacity of family mem
bers to cling to what little strength and 
dignity they have left.

I hope we don't decide to have a year 
celebrating middle-aged, child-free 
women. I will be heading for the hills. 
Helen Warren

HETEROSEXUAL FEMINIST
I was fascinated by Pat Rosier's inter
view with Marilyn Frye (Broadsheet 
Spring 1993). In particular I was excit
ed by Marilyn's’ comments on Wilful 
virgin; do you have to be a lesbian to 
be a feminist? So much so I bought her 
book Wilful Virgin!

As a feminist and being heterosexu
al, I am hungry for this type of discus
sion. My only other letter to 
Broadsheet was in response to an arti
cle about feminists’ experience of liv
ing with men. Sixteen years ago I left a 
m arriage in order to have a life. 
Feminists were the people who con
firmed my right to have a life. As I 
clarified what this meant to me, and 
demanded that I be treated by men and 
women (c.f. feminists) in a manner that 
allowed me to life fully, I was called a 
feminist.

Only slowly did I accept this identi
ty. Subscribing to Broadsheet, reading 
some critical books, and mixing with 
women identifying as feminist assisted 
me in my struggle to live fully as a 
woman in this society.

However in the area of my sexual 
identity, feminism was sadly lacking. 
By far the m ajority of w ritings 
describe heterosexuality as what I was 
struggling to get beyond. Feminist 
writing that I could find had precious 
little discussion to assist me in my 
search for a different way of being in a 
relationship with a man. So I largely 
worked things through by trial and 
error - the hard, heart breaking way. I 
found Morgain in The Mists o f Avalon 
a good role model. I ploughed through 
Subversive Sexuality excited by it.

But what I have been searching for 
has been clearly and accurately articu
lated by Marilyn Frye. It is only a start. 
But what a start! I quote:

“Will and can any women, many 
women, creatively defy patriarchal 
definitions of the real and meaningful 
to invent and embody modes of living 
positive V irginity which include 
women maintaining erotic, economic, 
homemaking, partnering connections

with men?
Such Virgins are no more possible 

in patriarchy than are lesbians, and if 
possibly bring themselves into exis
tence, they will be living lives as sexu
ally, socially and politically outlandish 
and unnatural as the lives undertaken 
by radically feminist lesbians. What 
must be imagined here is females who 
are willing to engage in chosen con
nections with males, who are wild, 
undom esticated fem ales, creating 
themselves here and now.”

I have always found the visions of 
lesbian existence exciting. Now I can 
say why. What I am trying to do as a 
heterosexual feminist in this patriarchal 
society is equally possible, though dif
ferent from, being lesbian.

Thank you M arilyn, Pat and 
Broadsheet for again extending me 
and for providing the vehicle to con
tribute to this discussion.
Caril Cowan

EMILY’S LIST
I was very interested to read Christine 
Dann’s article (Broadsheet Summer 
1993) about the distribution of “suf
frage year” money (or rather lack of it) 
towards projects which would “assess 
the present, challenge the future”. Also 
interesting was the article by Debbie 
Hager suggesting that women had 
made 1993 too comfortable politically, 
a view which I share.

Looking at the cartoon on page 13 of 
the same issue, listing areas which 
need our attention (“wages down, Pay 
Equity abolished, benefits cut, 
increased health charges” etc.) made 
my blood pressure go up in that old 
familiar way.

I have read in a couple of different 
places now about “Emily’s List”. This 
strategy used in the States and the U.K. 
whereby women can contribute to a 
fund which supports candidates seek
ing to stand for parliam ent. The 
women supported are those most likely 
to succeed. In the U.S.A. it is a signifi
cant lobbying force having affected 
advertising, raising women’s media
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and political consciousness and inspir
ing other groups to mobilise. (See 
Naomi W olf s latest book Fire with 
Fire.) Emily’s List in the U.S.A. sup
ported 55 candidates in the last election 
and 25 won. Barbara Follet and the 
women Labour M .P.s launched 
Emily’s List U.K.

I would be very interested in reading 
about the background and the implica
tions of this activity and wonder if any
one has researched it. Perhaps it could 
be investigated by Broadsheet.

In this climate of MMP, perhaps the 
time has come for Emily’s List to be 
introduced into New Zealand.
Clare Barrett

SELF-DISCLOSURE
I am beginning my Ph.D thesis in psy
chology. The theme of my thesis is 
self-disclosure; I am interested in find
ing out how women disclose informa
tion on intimate experiences such as 
eating disorders, abortion and child 
sexual abuse. I have chosen to look at 
these particular issues because they are 
associated with shame and guilt, and 
therefore are likely to be less talked 
about. In short, I am interested in find
ing out how women go about revealing 
intimate information, who they talk 
with, and what factors influence their 
disclosure. The focus of the study will 
involve an emphasis not on the event 
itself, but the subsequent disclosure of 
the event. Any relevant information or 
references would be greatly appreciat
ed; I would like to make contact with 
anyone who is interested or research
ing in similar areas already. In particu
lar, I would appreciate direction to rel
evant writings in this area, especially 
recent books or articles. Please contact 
me at the address below.
Nicole Muir
(Cl- Psychology Department, University of 
Waikato, Private Bag, Hamilton)

PIANO FEEDBACK
Having heard rave reviews of the 
movie The Piano, we saw it ourselves 
last night. We had difficulty staying

through the entire film, and left feeling 
sick and disturbed. We feel The Piano 
is blatant pornography disguised in the 
acceptable clothing of an ‘Art’ film by 
a popular producer.

Ada was physically and emotionally 
abused and degraded throughout the 
film. She was seen as a sex object 
owned by the men. The fact that she 
chose to ‘love’ her abuser gives the 
strong m essage that deep down 
women desire domination. For years, 
feminists have been trying to dispel the 
myth that women enjoy rape, that ‘No’ 
means ‘Yes’, that we are objects. We 
feel The Piano reinforces these myths 
and is disempowering to women.

Reviews and comments have cited 
Ada as a strong-willed woman - her 
m utism  being evidence of this. 
Elective mutism is in fact a sign of 
severe disturbance; a coping strategy 
as a reaction to traumatic circum 
stances. Her choosing to sell her body 
in exchange for her piano has also 
been used as evidence of her strong 
will. We see this as victim blaming. 
The piano was Ada’s voice, her emo
tional security, and her only tie to 
home. Considering her extreme emo
tional isolation, what sort of choice 
was this?

The portrayal of the mother-daugh
ter relationship was also disturbing. It 
is a classic example of patriarchal con
ditioning - the breakdown of the pri
mary relationship between women; the 
source of their power, strength and 
wisdom.

After reading the review in 
B roadsheet (Sum m er 1993), we 
realise this film is also insulting to the 
Maori people.

The Piano is harmful in the mes
sages it portrays, and we would like to 
see more people speak up against it. 
We also ask that Broadsheet do a 
review of the role of women in The 
Piano from a feminist perspective. 
Lianne Kerry, Nicky Baillie, Jan Baillie
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women on waves
Looking through any of New Zealand’s surfing maga

zines such as the popular Tracks, you could be for
given for thinking surf boards were made for men 

while women stand around in bikinis advertising Coke. 
On Gisborne beaches, if you look hard enough, you can 
still see one or two “surfy babes” hanging around on the 
water’s edge looking proudly at their men.

But most Gisborne women are out on boards them
selves. Gisborne, in fact, is gathering a growing reputa
tion as the cradle of the world for women surfers. It has 
what is possibly the biggest women’s surfing club in New 
Zealand, Women on Waves. On a Sunday morning last 
November nearly 60 would-be women surfers made it 
into the water at G isborne’s M idway beach for the 
Women on Waves “icebreaker” event, and many have 
been hooked on surfing ever since. The first Sunday ses
sion was held especially to attract women who had never 
surfed before. And organiser Phillipa Quinn says it was a 
spectacular turn out of women ranging in age from school 
students to women in their late thirties.

“The hot weather, half metre swell and nor-westerly 
wind was ideal for beginners,” says Phillipa. Women on 
Waves is a branch of the Gisborne Boardriders’ Club. 
Spokeswoman, Gail Patty, says since the women’s club 
began about four years ago, the level of competitive surf
ing in Gisborne has been steadily rising. “It’s only a mat
ter of time before Gisborne produces a world champion

woman surfer,” she says. “There’s unlimited potential for 
women here.”

Gisborne surfers Ainsley Gunness and Lisa Moore, 
who competed at the Indian Pacific Ocean Alliance cup 
in Australia last year, are only the latest in a wave of suc
cesses. Lisa Moore was third in the 1993 National Open 
Women’s Championship, and Amber Dunn came third in 
the junior section of the Women’s Nationals. Then at the 
New Zealand Scholastic Contest in Taranaki last year, 
Ainsley, Willy Batey and Amber came second, third and 
fifth respectively, and the same three women represented 
New Zealand at the World Grommet Titles in Bali in 
July. Holly Quinn was fourth in the New Zealand’s Coca 
Cola Women’s Titles, New Zealand’s only competition 
which is just for women.

These women have been busy over summer doing a 
programme of pool work with coaches to prepare them
selves for this year’s big surf events. First up is the 1994 
Scholastic Contest in Kaitaia the weekend before Easter. 
A New Zealand women’s team will be selected from this 
event to compete in Bali, and Gisborne surfers have a 
good chance of being in the team.

And while these women are making big waves, the 
beginners are plodding on, with Women on Waves organ
isers hoping a new batch of women surfers will soon 
emerge.
• Frances Caldwell
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W omen Against Pornography celebrated its tenth birthday in 1993. Trish Mullins 
looks back on a  decade of protests, intensive campaigns, lobbying for law  
changes, and a  huge shift in public opinion about pornography.

“Our feminist perspective has shifted the debate about 
pornography from a moralistic concern about nudity and sex 
to a focus on the harmful effects of pornography on women. 
While we’ve spoken out against pornography we’ve also 
been vocal on lesbian and gay rights, support for sex educa
tion and opposing a moralistic approach to pornography or 
sex. When WAP began we used to get lots of hate mail from 
men who said we were frustrated man-haters or ball-crush
ers. We were viciously attacked in the male media as being 
radical feminists out of touch with what the public thought. 
Now we’ve won active support from a wide range of com
munity groups and organisations from Women’s Division of 
Federated Farmers, Council of Trade Unions, to business 
and professional women’s organisations. Public support is 
reflected in surveys which have revealed 70% support for 
stronger controls on pornography.”

‘W e’ve had growing support from women. WAP groups 
have been formed all around New Zealand. And at a time 
when feminists are concerned about the lack of young 
women joining feminist organisations, WAP has continued 
to attract a steady stream of young activists. Our campaigns 
led to a Ministerial Committee of Inquiry Into Pornography 
in 1987 which acknowledged the harm pornography caused 
to women and called for comprehensive law reform. This 
eventually resulted in the Films, Videos and Publications 
Classifications Act in 1993.”

“One reason for increasing concern about pornography is 
that pornography has not only got far worse in the last 10 
years but it has also become far more accessible. The spread 
of pornography took off with the growth of the video indus
try, with a video store in every suburb and most homes hav
ing TVs and videos. Far more pornographic magazines are 
available with the range increasing from about four main 
magazines in 1983 to 40 . “Live pornography shows have

also increased due to a change in the laws covering pubs. 
We are now seeing more and more wet T-shirt competitions, 
jelly wrestling, lingerie shows, strip shows and even live sex 
shows in pubs.”

Looking back on ten years, while activism against 
pornography has been at a high personal cost, the effort has 
been more than worth it.

The campaign against pornography is one of the few areas 
where feminists have had a significant impact on public 
awareness in the last decade. My activism against pornogra
phy has been fuelled by the desire to do something construc
tive about violence against women and women’s oppres
sion. I don’t see how you can win a campaign for pay equi
ty, equal employment opportunities or an end to violence 
against women when at the same time every dairy is pump
ing out messages that women are just dumb sex objects for 
sale and that we like to be hurt, raped or beaten.

The campaign against pornography still continues with action to:
1. Im prove the Film s, V ideos and Publications 

Classifications Act when it is reviewed in 1995.
2. Campaign for legislation to control pornography on 

TV, phone lines, live shows and new technology.
3. Highlight the reality of so-called “soft” pornography 

such as Playboy and Penthouse which have images or jokes 
about pseudo child pornography and violence.

4. Address pornography as a human rights issue.
5. Oppose Sky TV having pornography
6. Stop dairies, garages and other outlets from selling 

pornography.
Those interested in joining Women Against Pornography or find

ing out about videos, booklets and other resources should contact 
WAP, PO Box 11-847, Wellington.

•Trish Mullins, Women Against Pornography
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B R O A D C A S T

A s part of the second year landscape design program at 
Carrington Polytech students were asked to submit land
scape designs to commemorate the centennial of women’s 

suffrage. The designs were to be presented to the administrators at 
Carrington who, it was hoped, would select one or even a combi
nation of concepts for installation. It was a particularly challenging 
brief with the majority of students exploring expressions of femi
nism and social realism.

heights - the analogy drawn of continuing sex inequalities
• a long pergola opening into an amphitheatre - like space. A 

futuristic theme on a more optimistic note with the analogy 
between the women’s suffrage struggle and the dark ages and the 
enlightenment.

• a bound tree, enclosed in cast iron railings from Japanese cul
ture, NZ agrarianism and the Victorian era, symbolic of human 
power relationships past and present; nature controlled - on one 
level a woman kept in her place of powerlessness, on another the 
last safe women’s space offering protection from the men in our 
society who abuse and violate.

With all the energy we had invested in the project and the clear, 
very strong social comments expressed in the schemes, it was dis
appointing to learn that none of the designs were considered appro
priate by the group of women making up the selection committee. 
But more disappointing was the selection committee’s decision to 
turn to a well known male designer on staff for the final concept, 
instead of seeking alternative designs from other women - a sad 
reflection of where we are really at, when it is not seen as impor
tant to support and honour ourselves particularly in 1993, women’s 
suffrage year.

• Louise Beaumont

‘tranquilliser’ gardens but physical
realisations of w om en’s 
views.

The majority of designs 
w ere draw n from both 
W estern & Eastern garden

I Hi history and were interwoven 
with symbolism that evoked a 
specific culture or period in 
history:-

• a thorny m aize from
European garden history rep
resenting women’s struggle, 
missed opportunities, dead 
ends and the passage of time.

• two walkways which split

A A design by Louise Beaumont for Women’s 
Suffrage Year.

the landscape, separating ele
ments on either side, finally coming together but at different
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Dykes In Graffiti
This graffiti isn’t very unusual - 
lesbians are everywhere. What is 

unusual is that it has survived almost 
five years without being covered - 
right by the busy Anglesea round
about in Hamilton. This photo was 

taken by Betty Don, who has been 

collecting examples of graffiti and 

having them printed as cards, which 

are available at all the women’s 

bookshops.

Sexually a c tiv e  young w om en = high HIV rates

The United Nations says the silence surrounding AIDS 
and young women must be broken if lives are to be 
saved. A study released by the U.N. Development 

Program (UNDP) said about 70 percent of the 3,000 
women who contract HIV daily and the 500 women who 
die every day from AIDS worldwide are between 15 and 
25. In most of the third world, there are at least as many - 
if not more - infected women than men. The analysis is 
based on data from Zaire, Thailand, Myanmar, Uganda, 
Rwanda and a composite of 31 European countries. In 
Thailand the HIV rate is greater among women between 15 
and 25 than among all other women combined. In Uganda, 
women 15 to 25 account for more than twice as many 
reported AIDS cases. In Rwanda, more than 25 percent of 
women who became pregnant and about 17 percent who 
engage in intercourse before age 17 will become HIV-pos
itive.

“Despite the increasing evidence of the susceptibility of 
young women to HIV infection, little international atten
tion has yet been given to them,” said Elizabeth Reid, 
director of UNDP’s HIV and Development Program.

The study said some of the causes are physiological:
• Younger women have a thinner mucus membrane lin

ing the vagina than older women - a less efficient barrier to 
virus penetration.

• Younger women produce less mucus, which contains 
immune factors, and also provides a protective layer, than 
older women.

•Erosion of the cervical area in younger, sexually active 
women could increase the risk of infection via the cervix.

The report also said sexual activity at an early age and 
continued unprotected intercourse are major factors in the 
high rate of infection among young women. They also 
engage in unprotected intercourse with older men who are 
likely to be infected themselves.

The low rate of condom usage by men as well as the 
inability of young women to negotiate safe sexual encoun
ters also increase the rate of infection.

In developing countries young women who are sexually 
active do not have adequate access to healthcare for treat
ment of lesions or infections which, if untreated, increase 
the chances of HIV infection, the study said.

“Society needs to break the silence surrounding the 
infection of young women,” said the study, which asserts 
that more is known about the genital tract of female mon
keys than that of young women.

“Young women need to feel safe from sexual pressure 
and sexual assault,” it said.”Ways must be found to help 
girls and young women control the situation in which they 
are sexually active.”

Between now and 1996, UNDP plans to spend $100 mil
lion on AIDS prevention, including condom distribution in 
countries that seek it, education, workshops on changing 
attitudes and behaviour.
• Reprinted from WHARM: Women’s HIV Action Resources 
Network: Newsheet, 7. November, 1993.
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BROAD C a s t
W orld-w ide G en d er-b as ed  V io len ce
A recent study indicates that based on 
expected sex ratios, the world population 
is short by about 60 m illion women, 
apparently because of the selective abor
tion of female fetuses, female infanticide, 
the withholding of medical care and food 
from girls and women, and from beatings 
and wife murder.
In Kenya, 71 high school girls were raped 
and beaten by boys when they refused to 
jo in  the boys in a strike  against the 
school’s headmaster.
In Cochabamba, Bolivia, 79 per cent of 
child prostitutes questioned said they had 
run away from violent homes where male 
relatives had beaten and raped them.
In India, there have been 11, 259 dowry- 
related murders in the last three years, 
according to official government statis
tics. This estimate is widely regarded as 
low.
At least 20,000 Bosnian and M uslim  
women have been reported  raped by 
Serbian soldiers, many in organised rape 
camps.
In the United States, domestic violence is

THE FREEDOM OF WOMEN IS THE MEASURE FOR FREEDOM IN EVERY SOCIETY

the lead ing  cause o f in jury  to adult 
women, according to a 1989 report by the 
US Surgeon General. Nine of ten female 
homicides are committed by men, half of 
them by the woman’s partner. A rape is 
com m itted  every six m inutes. In 
Massachusetts, a husband or partner mur
ders a woman every 22 days.
In K uw ait, the em bassies o f India, 
B angladesh , Sri Lanka and the 
Philippines say 15 to 20 women from 
their countries arrive at the embassy gates 
every day claiming they were “lured into 
bondage” and have suffered beatings, 
rape and imprisonment at the hands of 
their employers.
The UN report says 200,000 women die 
every year in botched abortions where 
safe, sanitary procedures are illegal. This 
is the leading cause of death for Latin- 
American women ages 15 to 39.
One study of amniocentesis in a large 
Bombay hospital found that 95.5 per cent 
of female fetuses were aborted, compared 
to only a small number of (male fetuses).
• Reprinted from Herizons, Winter 1994
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NEW ZEALAND WOMEN  
THE POORER SISTERS

Ninety -n ine ty -fou r is the 
United Nations Year of the 
Fam ily. The W ellington 

W orking W om en’s R esource 
Centre has decided to take the ini
tiative and launch a campaign for 
NZ women to get paid parental 
leave.

Most Western European coun
tries have at least 1 4 - 1 6  weeks 
leave at 70% or higher pay. Some 
provide considerably in excess of 
this. Eastern European provisions 
generally allow for four to six 
months leave at 90 - 100% pay. In 
Canada most women qualify for 
paid leave of 15 weeks at 60% of 
their earnings, although there is a 
ceiling. India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and South Korea all pro
vide paid m atern ity  leave o f 
between eight and twelve weeks. 
This is usually at 100% of pay. 
The major exceptions are Japan 
and Hong Kong where it is 60% 
and 66% respectively.

The Department of Labour is 
about to embark on a review of the 
Parental Leave and Employment 
Protection Act. The report is due 
out in the m iddle o f the year. 
M artha C olem an from  the 
W orking W om en’s R esource 
Centre points out that: “We must 
start to build the political pressure 
as soon as possible if we want the 
issue of paid leave and problems 
with the current legislation to be 
h igh ligh ted  by the report and 
addressed politically.”

SUFFRAGE SCHOLARSHIP 
HONOURS PIONEERING  

FAMILY PLANNING DOCTOR

The NZ Family Planning 
Association Alice Bush 
Scholarship will be offered 
annually to postgraduate 
students undertaking a 
research project directed 
toward the general interest 
and priorities of NZFPA. 
NZFPA President Candis 
Craven says the scholar
ship celebrates 100 years of 
women's suffrage in New 
Zealand.
"Women," she says, "owe 
a considerable debt to Dr 
Alice Bush, one of the few 
women to gain public and 
professional prominence in 
New Zealand in the mid
twentieth century." As part 
of a campaign to counter 
professional disapproval 
of Family Planning, Dr Bush 
became national president 
in 1960 when the organisa
tion applied for formal 
recognition from the 
British Medical Association. 
The scholarship is valued 
at $5,000. Applicants for 
the scholarship must have 
demonstrated a commit
ment to and empathy for 
the issues associated 
with sexual and 
reproductive health.
For further information 
phone Rose Hart on 
(o4) 3844 349.

POLITICAL ASYLUM 
FOR WOMEN 

FACING VIOLENCE

Women who are in fear for their 
lives because of dom estic  
violence, sexual assault and 

other gender-based forms of persecu
tion not ordinarily recognised by inter
national human rights organisations 
may be granted po litica l asylum  in 
Canada.

The C anad ian  gove rnm en t 
announced on January 29 that it had 
given permission for a Saudi woman to 
remain in Canada after she said that 
she would be in grave danger if she 
re tu rn e d  to  S aud i A ra b ia . She 
explained that her previous attempts to 
travel alone, dress without the tradi
tional veil and pursue a university edu
cation in the field of her choice were 
met with threats of punishment.

"Canada may be leading the world 
in finally realising that women suffer 
violations on the basis of their sex and 
that the well-founded fear of those vio
lations constitute grounds for asylum," 
said Dorothy Thomas, director of the 
W om en's R ights P ro ject of Human 
R ights W atch in W ash ing ton , D.C. 
(U.S.A.).

A year ago, Canada broke ground 
with a similar action regarding homo
sexuals. A gay man who feared perse
cution in his homeland of Argentina 
because of his sexual orientation was 
granted asylum.

As reported in the New York Times, 
the C anad ian  Im m ig ra tio n  and 
Refugee Board has reportedly pro
duced a draft of a regulation recom
m end ing  th a t the w ord "re fugee " 
include women who can demonstrate 
that their countries do not provide ade
quate protection from sexual abuse, 
domestic violence, genital mutilation 
and other forms of torture.
• Reprinted, Women's Health 
Journal 3/93, ISIS International
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BROADCAST
Environmental Racism

A recent visit back to the Harlem block I 
grew up on confirmed what old friends 
and neighbours have been telling me for 

years: the air there stinks. Right before my family 
and I left the ‘hood back in the mid ‘70s, the city 
began construction of a Hudson River sewage 
plant across the street from our apartment. Today, 
in addition to this plant (which processes 180 mil
lion gallons of sewage daily), my old neighbour
hood contains a crematorium, a six-lane highway, 
a marine transfer station where garbage is collect
ed for placement on barges, a major hazardous 
waste route, and two carbon monoxide-spewing 
bus depots.

According to a pioneer 1987 study entitled Toxic 
Waste and Race in the United States, race is the 
determining factor, even more than income, for the 
location of hazardous waste sites in residential 
communities. And while the targeting of commu
nities of colour for such facilities is nothing new in 
this country, today’s industrial waste has increased 
potential to do harm - primarily to the people in 
whose communities these chemicals are housed. 
The study, conducted by the Com m ission for 
Racial Justice of the United Church of Christ, 
introduced a media-ready phrase for this not-so- 
new phenom enon: en v iro n m en ta l racism . 
According to author/environmentalist Joni Seager:

• Sixty percent of Black and Latino American 
and fifty percent of Asian/Pacific Islanders and 
Native Americans reside in communities with one 
or more uncontrolled toxic waste sites.

• Because state environmental regulations don’t 
apply to reservations, Native American communi
ties are increasingly targeted for the location of 
toxic sites.

Toxic racism  is not restricted to the United 
States. The export of hazardous waste from indus
trialised nations to cash-strapped developing coun
tries is so widespread that foreign governments 
have begun to take action: in 1990, a number of 
African governm ents, form ulated the Bamako 
Agreement, which prohibits the import of haz
ardous and radioactive waste into Africa.

Reverend Benjamin Chavis, former head of the 
Commission for Racial Justice...ranks environmen
tal racism among the major civil rights issues of 
the decade and calls it one of the “postmodern 
manifestations of racism.”
• Lynn Goods
Reprinted from Sojourner August 1993
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WOMEN AND MIGRATION

W omen and migration is 
an intricately woven 
worldwide phenome
non which carries with 

it paradoxical features. In looking 
at migration, we must consider its 
economic, political and socio-cul- 
tural context.
The receiving countries with high 
demands are: the oil rich Middle 
East countries employing 3 million 
Asian workers to date, Hong Kong 
which emerged as a major financial 
institution in the early 1980s and 
employs an estim ated 101,000 
Asian migrant workers as of 1993 
(out of which 83,00 are women 
Filipino domestic helpers), Europe 
with its nurses and domestic work
ers and Japan with its "Japayukis". 
The sending countries of the labour 
force market comprising mainly 
Third World countries have in the 
past few decades provided a steady 
supply of cheap labour to industri
alised and new industrialising 
countries. Figures reached about 
12.5 million (12 million in Asia and 
.5 m illion in Europe) Thais, 
N epalese, Sri Lankans, 
Bangladeshis, and Filipino migrant 
workers.

Migrant women's actual condi
tions speak of sordid brutalities 
inflicted, sexual harassment, labour 
exploitation and all sorts of finan
cial opportunism at an alarming 
extent as often featured in main
stream and non-mainstream media 
publications. Why women migrate 
can be attributed to the following 
causes: im pact of IM F-W B in

Third World economies, patriar- 
chally-structured economy leaving 
women grabbing the next employ
ment opportunity available to them 
no matter how exploitative, the 
global peace and order situation, 
the problem of militarisation and 
natural disasters. The migration of 
women and trafficking are consid
ered as twin issues because the lat
ter is bred by migration. Trafficked 
women are driven to prostitution 
and get trapped in the trade.

This system in migration persists 
because of the presence of reinforc
ing agents. Enacted laws on migra
tion, of both the receiving and 
sending countries, give the illusion 
of protecting the migrant women 
workers but actually serve the inter
ests of the procurers. Biased immi
gration policies include Europe's 
Shengen agreement, Hong Kong's 
two-week rule, Canada's live-in 
care giver program and Japan's 
1990 immigration law. In effect, the 
governments become the agents of 
oppression.

You can reach us at:
85-A East Maya Street 
Philamlife Homes 
Quezon City 
Philippines
Tel: (632) 996343/997512/993292 
Fax: (632) 997512

• Abridged from Women's News 
Watch produced by Isis 
International - Manila.

NGA WAHINE MAORI 
TAKATAPUI O 
AOTEAROA 
MARCH 1994 

1pm Friday 25th - 1pm 
Monday 28th 

Whakarae Marae 
(Tuhoe hosts) Waimana

ENJOY:
tramping in the heart of the 
Urewera; visits to Ruatoki, 
Ruatahuna and Waimana;

night eeling; collecting 
kaimoana; Maori kai, byo 

, fishing and/or diving gear. 
If marae protocol is new to 
you this is the time to learn 

about it in a no-pressure 
relaxed environment.

REGISTRATION FEE:
$70 couple, $40 single. 

Numbers limited. 
Transport to/from airport or 

Rotorua available. 
Marae accommodation 

(limited) or camping ground 
(close by, byo tent).

FOR PROGRAMME 
CONTACT:

Marewa (04) 385 6769 or*
Harangi, 114 Richard Street, 

Opotiki,
(07)315 5915.

Whakarae is a smokefree marae. 
This hui is for Maori women 
only, so boys under 10 only 

thanks. Sorry animals cannot 
be accommodated.
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RADICAL W OMAN

Radical Women is jointly coordinating an international 
petition campaign to support US journalist Sandy 
Nelson who is fighting an important struggle for jour

nalists to have the right to be politically active outside work 
hours. Three years ago Sandy's employer, the Tacoma News 
Tribune, removed her from duties as a journalist. She was to 
be banished to non-reporting duties permanently unless she 
was prepared to give up all of her off-duty political activities! 
Sandy, a feminist activist and unionist, had been leading a 
community based campaign to defend a lesbian and gay

rights ordinance which was under attack from the right wing. 
Sandy had never reported on this struggle, which was not 
part of her round as the News Tribune's education reporter. 
Last year the American Civil Liberties Union decided to take 
up the case because of the important precedent a win would 
set for all media workers. There has been an international 
petition for all people living outside the United States of 
America to sign. It will be presented to the publisher of the 
Morning News Tribune on International Women's Day, March 
81994.*

PAY EQUITY - on th e  a g e n d a

T aking tim e out from  last m inute 
Christmas shopping, over 70 pay equity 
campaigners met in Wellington on the 
Sunday before Christmas to mark the 
third anniversary of the repeal of legisla
tion on pay equity. The get-together, hosted by the 

Coalition for Equal Vale Equal Pay (CEVEP), 
heard how the Employment Contracts Act and the 
1990 repeal of the Employment Equity Act had 
combined to reinforce d iscrim ination between 
men’s and women’s pay. Key note speakers at the 
meeting focussed on the history of the campaign 
and the challenges pay equity presented to the free 
market ideology of recent governments. Margaret 
Wilson, Dean of Waikato University School of 
Law, told the meeting that the haste with which the 
N ational G overnm ent had repealed  the

▼ Wellington Working Women’s Resource Centre Choir

Employment Equity Act, had shown just how sig
nificant a piece of legislation it was. Jocelyn Keith, 
Vice President of the National Council of Women, 
said that the shared com m itm ent, across and 
between generations, gave women the strength, 
support and sheer guts to go on.

The repeal of pay equity laws has left women 
with a feeling that we’ve lost something that was 
incredibly significant, even amongst those women 
who have little understanding of the issue.

As an issue it is not about to go away. Repealing 
the legislation does not repeal the problem it was 
set up to deal with. And, in refusing to provide 
effectiveness m echanism s to enable women to 
progress to economic equality, our Government is 
out of step with almost all Western countries.

Even where these other countries have moved to 
deregulate the labour market, pay equity measures 
continue. In Scandinavia, in recognition that labour 
market deregulation is likely to have an adverse 
effect on the gender pay gap, tripartite working par
ties have been specifically set up to look at the 
issue of gender neutral job evaluation in an effort to 
minimise this.

Despite the sombre occasion being marked in 
Wellington, there was a buzz of excitement and 
expectation as pay equity cam paigners served 
notice on the incoming parliament that pay equity is 
firmly back on the agenda.
• Martha Coleman
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Peru: abortion called  "homicide"

W omen's rights advocates are 
protesting a proposed con
s ti tu t io n a l  re fo rm  th a t 

would treat abortion as homicide, 
ex cep t in cases  o f  sev e re  fe ta l 
abnormality. Activists in Peru are 
ca llin g  fo r in te rn a tio n a l ac tion  
against the proposed article, which 
states: "Human life begins at con
ception. The gestation process cul
minates with birth, barring an act 
of nature. Only in cases of definite 
proof of serious structural abnor
m ality, that would severely alter

the quality of life, may a pregnan
cy be terminated, according to the 
dispositions of the law. Abortion 
induced  for any o ther reason  is 
homicide."
Peru has one of the highest mater
nal m o rta lity  ra te s  in L a tin  
A m erica. A ccord ing  to the Pan 
A m erican  H ealth  O rg an isa tio n , 
each year, some 2,000 women in 
Peru die from  causes re la ted  to 
p re g n a n c y  and c h ild b ir th . 
A p p ro x im a te ly  o n e -q u a r te r  o f 
these deaths are the result of ille

gal, unsafe abortions. An estimated 
150,000 to 170,000 abortions are 
p e rfo rm e d  a n n u a lly  in P eru . 
Surveys indicate that 64 percent of 
women of childbearing age do not 
want to have more children.

Send letters of protest to:
Jorge Yoshiyama, President of the 
Democratic Constitutional Congress, 
Plaza Bolivar, Lima 1, Peru.
Fax (51-14)315844 
• Source: Fempress No. 140, June 1993; 
Foro Mujer.



BROAD C a st
W om en in the Frontline

In Bangladesh, Taslima Nasrin, a feminist writer and 
former physician, has been the subject of death threats 
and intimidation. She has been pursuing an outspoken 
campaign against religious conservatism and male 

domination, through her interviews and writings. Her sec
ond novel, Lajja  (Sham e), has been banned by the 
Bangladesh Government on the grounds that it offends 
Muslim sentiments and fans communalism. The book 
deals with the case of a Hindu family who are persecuted 
by Muslims. Taslima says of her work, “In the book I said 
lets uphold humanism instead of using religion to kill 
each other.”

Taslima has published 15 poetry books, as well as 
newspaper columns and novels. In her writings, which are 
all in Bengali, she has criticised Muslim fundamentalists 
for violating women’s rights, and the Government’s fail
ure to stop them.

In October 1993 a fundamentalist group, the Council of 
Soldiers of Islam  held dem onstrations in the capital, 
Dhaka, calling for her death and offering $1,250 to any
one who kills her. The Home Ministry has said that it has 
ordered extra security for Taslima Nasrin at her request, 
but has issued no details. Earlier on in 1993, she had her 
passport seized by security forces on the grounds that she 
had misidentified herself as a journalist and not a physi
cian. Her passport has not yet been returned.

Without a doubt, the treatment of Taslima Nasrin has 
been unfair and unjustified. The death threats and protests 
from the fundamentalists have concentrated on her femi
nist analysis of Muslim society. The issue is one of free
dom of speech. It is not surprising to consider the lack of 
media publicity for this case in comparison with the atten
tion received by Salman Rushdie and his novel, The 
Satanic Verses.

The only groups who have come out in support of 
T aslim a  have been  fem in is t g roups, such  as the 
Bangladesh W omen’s Association. I urge you all to write 
a letter to the Bangladesh Government urging them to 
ensure her safety and to bring to justice those responsible 
for the death threats.

Please w rite  to:
President Abdur Rahman Biswas 
Presidential Secretariat 
Dhaka
Bangladesh (Fax: 880 2 813 243)
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DRAWN OUT HUMOUR
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The
Invisible
Casualties
of our mental health system
Sentenced to a life in their own homes

W hat are you looking 
fo rw ard  to as you 
en ter your tw iligh t 
years?  M aybe you 
haven’t thought that 

far ahead yet, but for a group of 
Auckland women, their hopes and 
dreams for a well-earned retirement, 
international travel, or simply some 
personal space have been dashed. 
They are the ageing mothers of our 
m entally  ill w ho have been d is 
charged from our psychiatric hospi
tals to the loving arms of ‘communi
ty ca re ’. In a recent study o f 42 
A uckland fam ilies, I d iscovered  
som e rather disturbing facts that 
impacted not only on these women’s 
lives, but also have some implica
tions for the future of our health sys
tem. When Carrington and Kingseat 
Psychiatric hospitals were all but 
closed in the late 1980’s, patients 
were discharged into rest homes, 
boarding houses and halfway houses. 
But for some, this arrangement was 
not to last, and many ended up home 
with their families.
When I asked the women how the

decision was made to bring their son 
or daughter back home, most said 
that it was in response to a crisis - 
either the patient did not like the rest 
home etc, or the rest home would not 
tolerate their behaviour. Some moth
ers were reluctant, but felt home was 
the right place to be. I asked the 
women to make some comparisons 
between how their lives had been 
prior to their son or daughter return
ing home and now.
The results were depressing. In every 
area, their quality of life was worse 
now than it had been. Family rela
tions  d e te rio ra ted , w ith sib lings 
remaining at home being neglected at 
the expense of the ‘patient’. Family 
and friends stopped visiting and most 
women had to give up their leisure 
activ ities. A lm ost all the women 
experienced a decline in their finan
cial situation, with demands to pro
vide care resulting in the loss of a 
job, or coinciding with retirement or 
redundancy. Some families had to 
move to larger housing to accommo
date an extra family member, and 
often the ‘patient’ brought with them

mounting debt, that the families felt 
responsible for paying back.
Changes to the mental and physical 
health o f the caregivers was also 
alarming. More than two thirds of the 
women experienced a decline in their 
physical health. M ostly they were 
stress related conditions (strokes, 
heart attacks, stomach ulcers), and 
more than half the women felt it was 
directly related to the ‘patient’ being 
at home. All the women experienced 
minor symptoms such as sleep loss, 
irritability and mild depression. Half 
the w om en experienced  ‘m ental 
health’ symptoms that they sought 
counselling for, and alm ost all of 
them felt the ‘patient’ was in some 
way responsible for this decline.
The common em otions that these 
women lived with were grief, guilt 
and fear. Grieving for what their son 
or daughter might have been. Many 
described it as worse than a death - 
“they have died but they are still 
here”. There is no end point at which 
the anguish becomes less. Guilt that 
they may have had some part to play 
in the ‘patient’s’ condition, and fear
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of physical abuse, having the family 
home smashed up in a fit of rage or 
burnt down with a careless cigarette. 
Some mothers were afraid to leave 
their son or daughter at home on their 
own because o f frequent suicide 
attempts.
When I asked them about the ‘car
ing’ experience, a quarter o f them 
said there was nothing positive in the 
experience for them. The rest felt 
som e sa tis fac tio n  in see ing  an 
improvement in the ‘patient’s’ condi
tion, but this was not a very common 
occurrence, and amounted to things 
like a son or daughter having a show
er without being asked.
While these women continue to pro
vide care, unsupported, unrewarded 
and uncomplaining, the health ser
vices will allow it to continue. But, is

it a legitimate mental health objective 
to provide ‘care’ for one group in our 
society at the expense of another? 
Women are becoming less willing to 
focus all their energies in the home. 
Policy planners and service providers 
can no longer afford to assume there 
is a pool of women in the home wait
ing to provide these services free. 
The average age of the women pro
viding care was 60 - 70 years, and 
the ‘patients’ were 20 - 40 years. 
With psychiatric illness not being a 
terminal condition, you don’t need to 
be a rocket scientist to work out that 
the ‘patients’ will outlive the care
givers by years. There is not another 
generation of women waiting, will
ing or able to provide care. With psy
chiatric hospitals closed, the money 
gone and no one left to care, it is

frightening to speculate what the out
come might be.
W hen I spoke, in the beginning, 
about a group of women, I didn’t 
mean so much a ‘group’ as such, 
they were more isolated individuals, 
trapped in their own homes, coping 
alone, unknown to each other, and 
without the energy to do anything 
more than crawl from one day to the 
next. There was nothing left over for 
politicising their position, lobbying 
for more resources, battling for help. 
Most of them had developed a third 
w orld  fa ta lism  abou t th e ir own 
plight, and in all the money being 
spent on current health reforms, none 
had ever been asked how it was for 
them.
• Helen Warren
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WELCOME TO THE GAY 
‘90s. ARE WE HAVING 
FUN YET? WE’RE SUP
POSED TO BE, NOW THAT 
GAYS AND LESBIANS 
ARE OFFICIALLY CHIC. I 
HAVE TO SAY THAT I ’VE 
BEEN WAITING FOR THIS 
TO HAPPEN. IT IM S JUST 
A MATTER OF TIME 
BEFORE ANYONE WITH A 
TAD OF ENTREPRENEUR
IAL SENSE OR A NOSE 
FOR DEMOGRAPHICS 
FIGURED OUT THAT GAYS 
AND LESBIANS ARE A 
MARKETER’S DREAM.

W e have high d ispos
able incomes, fewer 
dependent ch ildren  
than straight couples 
and we share a value 

system that any marketing consul
tant can tap into with ease.

So too has H ollyw ood w aited, 
hiding its homosexuals in a frenzy 
of panic, while we waited and grov
elled for any shred of evidence that 
lesbians and gays existed, or were, 
can you imagine, sexual and sexy. 
We have been desperate enough that 
a three-minutesequence featuring a 
th ree -seco n d  kiss on L .A . Law 
between a bisexual fem ale and a

heterosexual woman caused a sensa
tion among lesbians who had never 
seen such a thing on prime time TV.

When I saw k.d. lang grinning off 
the cover of New York M agazine 
and the headline blazing Lesbian 
Chic, I was thrilled  to the bone. 
This, I thought, is exactly what we 
need, something to promote lesbian 
life. In high school classes, where 
I ’ve done media literacy seminars 
on violence and sexuality, kids’ con
sciousness of gay-positive anything 
was way behind even their sketchy 
understanding  of m ale violence. 
Why shouldn’t kids get the message 
that it’s hip to be ā lesbian?

My friends, especially those who, 
like me, work with kids, were not so 
sure. They worried that young peo
ple on the verge of com ing  out 
would be intim idated by the idea 
that they had to be beautiful to mat
ter, or worse, that they w ouldn’t 
come out unless they fit into the 
conventional beauty mold. They 
also wondered whether gay and les
bian values were not being co-opted 
by media’s attempt to make us look 
like ju st another groovy group to 
exploit at the same time eviscerating 
our community’s values to the point 
where we stopped looking like a 
force for social change. A word like
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on lesbian

invested in the visible choices she 
makes. I wish she were one of hun
dreds of lesbians who were public 
and proud so that it didn’t matter if 
she was guilty of a lapse in taste or 
political judgement on the cover of 
Vanity Fair. But as it is, the visuals 
accompanying the article and inter
view on the one lesbian household 
name in America made it look like 
'lesbians suffer from a terminal case 
of penis envy.

It also made lesbian chic look like 
a po litica lly  bankrupt concept. I 
becam e m ore conv inced  of th is 
when lesbian chic started hitting the 
talk shows. There’s Geraldo gabbing 
away with the latest wave of open 
lesb ian s, and I s ta r t to w onder. 
These women have big hair. I ’ve 
never seen so much big hair in all 
my life. And I don’t mean long hair, 
I mean big hair. The way thing are 
going, lesbian chic is starting  to 
mean looking the way heterosexual 
wom en look w hen they want to 
please men. Then before I could 
chastise myself for being judgmen
tal, one of the guests said, “I want to

chic
chic, they said, is incompatible with 
a word like radical.

At the time, I thought this was 
preposterous, and typical of progres
sive groups’ panic when some phe
nom ena looks like it m ight drag 
them out of the margins. The word 
chic does not cancel out the word 
radical, I thought. In fact the term 
radical chic was coined for the glit
terati who threw trendy bashes in the 
‘60s to fun d ra ise  fo r the B lack  
P an thers or for V ie tnam  w ar 
resisters. Frankly, I don’t think those 
ac tiv itie s  should be d isparaged . 
With any luck, I thought, coining the 
term ‘lesbian ch ic’ might foster a

new hip and happening benefits for 
gay rights.

I was doing fine with this perspec
tive until I saw k.d. lang and Cindy 
Crawford mixing it up on the cover 
of Vanity Fair - and I mean mixing 
it up. I think it’s hopelessly naive to 
interpret the confused image of k.d. 
as bearded lady getting it on with 
the bustier-bearing supermodel as a 
clever sabotage of patriarchal cultur
al norms. Think about it. There are 
exactly two entertainm ent m ega
stars who have said publicly that 
they are lesbians - lang and Martina 
Navratilova.

But it also means there is more

be able to have long hair and wear 
high heels into a lesbian bar without 
feeling like I don’t fit in.” Is this 
what we’re fighting for?

The truth is, lesbian chic is not 
enough. Lesbian politics don’t make 
for meaningful change without femi
nism.

I think that’s it. What we really 
need is a dose of lesbian-feminist 
chic.
• Susan G. Cole
Abridged from Herizons, Winter 1994.
N ote : S in g e r/S o n g w rite r M e lissa  
Etheridge has also come out publicly, at 
the L e sb ian  and  G ay m arch on 
Washington (April 25th 1993.)
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NELSON NOTES
Summer this year has meant an orgias

tic indulgence in the fruits of the 
region — first strawberries, then luscious 
sweet juicy cherries in large $5 dollar 
bags from the Saturday market. I have 
been prejudiced against the new pale yel
low cherries, they just don’t look right: 
actually they taste as delicious as the 
deep red, traditional variety. And then 
there are the boysenberries, raspberries, 
loganberries, blueberries .... My 
favourite indulgence is still to simply eat 
the freshly-bought fruit immediately, 
noisily and au naturel, although I have 
discovered the delights of Summer 
Pudding (with lashings of cream) and 
created some fresh fruit salads that were 
ambrosial in their magnificence of colour 
and taste.

[To make a Summer Pudding take a 
largeish bowl and a supply of several 
varieties of ripe berries. Line the bowl 
with a single layer of slices of white 
bread pressed together with your fingers. 
Layer the fruit, with slices of bread 
between, into the bowl, with a final layer 
of bread. Cover with a plate, put a weight 
(I used one of the many river stones we 
have around the place) on top and leave 
for at least twelve hours — overnight is 
fine. Turn out of the bowl onto a plate — 
yes, it will hold its shape — cut and serve 
with runny cream. There is a version of 
Summer Pudding that involves cooking 
the fruit. I haven’t tried that — cooking 
seems an unnecessary complication.]

My partner Glenda and I continue to 
explore. The weekend trip to French 
Pass, with friends Loraine and Pamela, 
was an adventure. The last kilometres of 
the unsealed road tun along a ridge, part 
of the Marlborough Sounds. The views 
are magnificent in all directions and there 
is absolutely no protection from the gale 
force winds. “It’s fine as long as you 
don’t stop” 1 said to myself, and out loud. 
I was driving the van, which is as aerody- 
namically sophisticated as a shoe box 
and was responding to every gust. I was 
so excited. We pitched the tent in the tiny 
camping space, at a choice spot under the 
pohutakawas right by the beach. It rained 
in the night, great heavy gusts. The tent 
— Pamela and Loraine’s shelter against 
the elements — leaked, the pohutakawas 
dripped heavily and noisily on the roof of

the van, where Glenda 
and I were sleeping, she 
more successfully than 
me. In the morning P &
L huddled in the van 
while I cooked bacon 
and eggs in the shelter 
of the van back door, 
the sun umbrella and 
another umbrella held 
by Glenda, we walked 
on the beach in the rain 
and Glenda drove us 
out. It was still blowing 
mightily and foggy and 
rainy, which added two 
extra elements of 
excitement: limited visi
bility and a greasy, slip
pery road. We found 
refuge and showers at a 
motel in Havelock, ate 
largely, played cards, 
slept Saturday night 
warm and dry and went home Sunday. I 
loved the whole thing; the others are a lit
tle more restrained about it.

As a child I disliked sports and took 
part in them, ineptly, only when I could 
not escape. As an adult I have eschewed 
organised physical activity and exercised 
by walking, and latterly, also using a 
rebounder (otherwise known as a lym- 
phasiser). However, while achieving my 
50th birthday was a cause for delight and 
celebration, it has become increasingly 
clear that as I get older I have to work 
harder to maintain the level of fitness that 
enables me to do the things I do. And I 
have to say this has nothing to do with 
“losing weight.” I have to say this 
because people often assume that if a 
large woman, which I am, talks about 
getting fit she really means losing weight. 
I don’t.

So, I have actually started going to the 
gym. There’s this thing I hadn’t known 
about called a circuit. Where we go you 
get taken around and shown what to do 
then you just go along whenever you 
want and do it, which involves warming 
up, stretches, then 45 seconds on each 
piece of equipment, designed to exercise 
different muscle groups, alternating with 
45 seconds on a rebounder and finishing 
with four minutes on an exercycle fitted

with slats on the 
wheels that direct a 
most welcome breeze 
on to, in my case, a 
somewhat red face. 
None of the group 
hype I cannot bear, 
with a perpetually 
cheerful instructor 
exhorting greater and 
greater effort with 
promises of thinner 
thighs and flatter stom
ach. The biggest sur
prise of all to me is that 
I come very close to 
enjoying it. And I’ve 
recently discovered 
there are two other les
bians of substance, so 

'to speak, doing the 
same at the same gym 
and we may well do it 
together. Just wait until 

we all lash out and buy spandex! Well, 
maybe baggy shorts and t-shirt is really 
more my style.

I have appreciated the inquiries about 
my writing project since my last “Notes”. 
Yes, I have started, although it involves 
more reading than writing so far. I 
realised I need to re-read some of the 
books that have influenced my thinking 
so have indulged my passion for sta
tionery and bought a plastic box and 
some index cards to make notes and take 
references as I read.

It seems that the passing into law of 
the new Human Rights legislation that 
will make it an offence to discriminate on 
the grounds of homosexuality on 1 Feb 
1994 will be largely unremarked. Here in 
Nelson lesbians will, thanks to an initia
tive taken by Anna and Cynthia, cele
brate for ourselves on February the first 
with a picnic in the more-than-usually- 
aptly-named Queens Gardens, a civic 
garden near the heart of the city. This is 
what many of us were actually fighting 
for in 1985. Of course, human rights leg
islation can never be more than a mixed 
blessing, but I certainly welcome a leg
islative statement that supports our right 
to be.

• Pat Rosier

“people often assume 
that if a large woman, 
which I am, talks 
about getting fit 
she really means 
losing weight. I don’t.”
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Sue Fitchett interviews  

the M.P. fo r Auckland  

Central, President o f 

M ana M otuhake and  

co-deputy leader of 

the Alliance.

She is the first Maori woman to be elected to 
P arliam en t on the general roll and an 
Auckland City Councillor for the Hauraki 
Gulf Islands. Sandra’s tribal affiliations are 

Poutini Ngai Tahu (West Coast), Ngati Toa and 
Ngati Kahungunu. She is active in the tribal affairs of 
Poutini Ngai Tahu and represents the hapu as a 
spokesperson. For many years Sandra has been 
active in the conservation movement including serv
ing on the national executive of the Royal Forest and 
Bird Protection Society.
By your appointment as deputy leader, the Alliance 
could be seen as partly actioning its stated positive 
policy on gender issues. Do you agree?

“The two women co-deputy leaders of the Alliance 
were elected by democratic process at the pan-party
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Sandra Lee 
interviewed

conference . The A lliance  
Council sees its women delegates 
and its male delegates as having 
equal roles. The structure of the 
Alliance, its consensus style of 
decision making and the fact that

we are made up of five parties 
has helped to ensure women are 
listened to carefully. We have a 
commitment to gender equity.”
It has been observed that among 
the Iwi there are varying attitudes 
to gender issues. What problems 
do you see arising?

“I reject the contention that the 
M ana M otuhake position  on 
women is less liberal than the 
A lliance as a w hole. I am 
President of Mana Motuhake. In 
M aori term s I ’m a “younger” 
Maori woman but I was elected 
to the above position nonethe
less. W ithin M ana M otuhake 
women play a full role. On many 
occasions Mana Motuhake has 
m ore wom en de lega tes at 
Alliance Council meetings than 
other members of the Alliance. 
We stood more women candi
dates from Mana Motuhake for 
the Alliance than men. There are 
some amongst the wider Maori 
male community who still per
ceive our women’s role as that of 
w eaver and nurturer. Cathy 
Dewes and others like her are 
ensuring that this mindset is chal

lenged forcefully.”
What effect has your contact with 
strong women had on your own 
political views, particularly in rela
tion to gender issues?

“A large impact. These women 
rep resen t a un ique legacy of 
women who have made a signifi
cant impact on lpcal and interna
tional political issues. Many of

required is political goodwill. If 
this political will is absent then it 
is nothing short discrim ina
tion.”
in relation to women’s fertility can 
you comment on a women’s right 
to choose in regarding abortion?

“I have always held the posi
tion that it is a woman’s right to 
choose. A woman must be able 
to act on what she deems is right 
for her in relation to her fertility 
and to contraception. Prior to the 
recent election, in meeting with a 
group of Catholic women, I told 
them that if they had difficulty 
with my position on the issues of 
fertility and contraception then 
they shouldn’t vote for me.”
Is it true that you have been criti
cal of the Trade Union movement?

“I don’t retract my criticism 
of some trade union officials 

who have acted as 
apologists for the new right, free 

market, user pays policies...”

these women were ahead of their 
tim e and spent years in the 
P°litical wilderness as a result. 
M any o ppo rtun ities  are now 
open to women of my generation 
due to the strugg les of these 
women.”
W hat was your reaction to the 
National Government’s repeal of 
the Pay Equity Act?

“The A lliance  M anifesto  
makes it clear it is committed to 
genuine pay equity. Equal pay 
for equal w ork. All that is

“I have never been critical of 
the Trade Union m ovem ent. I 
was brought up in a family with a 
long history in the trade union 
m ovem ent. H ow ever, I d o n ’t 
re trac t my c ritic ism  of some 
trade union officials who have 
acted as apologists for the new 
right, free market, user pays poli
cies that have had an adverse 
impact on working people, men 
and women, and helped to cause 
significant social disintegration 
as a result.”
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If you had had a vote in 
P arliam ent at the  tim e of the  
Human Rights Amendment where 
would you have stood on th is  
issue?

“I would have stood totally in 
support of that amendment, and 
any other amendment outlawing 
discrimination in terms of one’s 
sexuality. As an Auckland City 
Councillor I moved the amend
ment that sought to have includ
ed a clause preventing discrimi
nation because of sexual orienta
tion. That was about 1990. When 
I was on the W aiheke County 
Council I m oved a m otion in 
support of the Homosexual Law 
Reform Bill. We were the only 
local authority/council to have 
supported the Bill.”
As a wom an p o litic ian  in the  
House, how will you address the 
issue of violence against women?

“I believe we will always have 
a v io len t society , so long as 
Parliament ushers forth violent 
political policies. Policies that 
create ghettos and a social under
class guarantee v io lence and 
invariably the ultimate victims 
are women and their fam ilies. 
Politicians who profess to be 
concerned about the appaling 
violence that wom en have to 
endure m ust m ake a po litical 
commitment that recognises the 
social responsibility of govern
ments.

I am one of the Trustees of the 
Domestic Violence Centre.

At times the Centre has had to 
almost go busking down Queen 
S treet to pay our s taff. I am 
familiar with the struggle which 
o rgan isa tions like HELP 
Foundation have had to provide 
services with what are totally 
inadequate resources.

One has to confront violence to 
women on two levels. Firstly to 
address the political issues and 
policies that allow violence to

occur, and secondly to provide as 
a m atter of urgency the much 
needed resources for organisa
tions that are trying to offer sup
port and care right now for the 
the victims of violence.”
In view of the possibility for con
sensus style politics under MMP 
w ill you as the only wom an  
Alliance member of the House be 
making contact with women politi
cians from other parties to see in 
what way gender alliances and 
consultation m ight benefit the 
women of Aotearoa.

“I don’t intend to make imme

diate contact with other women 
MPs. Although I do hope there 
will be issues where women MPs 
will feel a commonality of cause. 
H ow ever, I am m indful that 
Jenny Shipley’s ‘fiscal focus’ in 
social welfare has done probably 
more to marginalise women than 
any previous Minister of Social 
Welfare.”
Would you like to comment on 
your role as one of only two Maori 
women members of Parliament, 
and the first Maori woman to win a 
seat unassociated with a whanau 
tradition?

“The two Maori women mem
bers of P arliam en t, W hetu 
Tirikatene-Sullivan and myself 
share the sam e w hakapapa - 
Poutini Ngai Tahu. Our people 
alw ays accepted  the righ t of 
Maori women to speak on the 
marae. In looking at the wisdom, 
courage and political work done

by Maori women who have gone 
before we have to ask why has it 
taken so long?...I have an aspira
tion to see Maori women being 
free to assert themselves fully in 
all of the many areas in which 
they have so much to contribute, 
without being fettered by eco
nom ic constra in ts, politically  
constructed constraints, and out
m oded p ercep tions o f what 
Maori women’s true place ought 
to be.” (Sandra recommended the 
reading of Maori Women and the 
Vote by Tania Rei.)
What is your vision for all women

in Aotearoa as a new woman MP?
“I would like to be part of a 

process of making positive social 
change. I despair still at the way 
women in politics are often deni
grated and prevented from fully 
exercising the mandate they have 
won. Only p re jud ice  stops 
women from taking their full and 
rightful place in all sectors of 
New Zealand society. That preju
dice m ust be re jec ted . New 
Zealand has a long tradition and 
h isto ry  of wom en who have 
changed society in meaningful 
ways. We can build on that tradi
tion to create a real future that is 
also based on a respect of the 
past.”
•S u e  F itc h e t t  l iv e s  on  W a ih e k e  
Is land and m et Sandra Lee through  
loca l po litics  there. She is a psycho l
ogist, a lesbian fem in ist and has writ
ten fo r B roadsheet before.

“I despair still at the way 
women in politics are often

denigrated and prevented 
from fully exercising the mandate 

they have won.”
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I
t, of course, is The Penis. The One that Lorena Bobbitt 
removed from her husband John. With a knife. Chopped 
It off she did after he allegedly raped her. Now this is no 
ordinary Penis. The Bobbitt Penis is Every penis. It is the 
One that serves as the metaphor for male vulnerability, 
the One which reminds men that with the stroke of a knife 

they can be emasculated and depowered. After all, if someone 
named John Wayne Bobbitt can be castrated by an angry 
woman, any man can.

Canadian plastic surgeon David Berman, now of Sterling, 
Virginia was the doctor who reattached the errant member 
after it was retrieved from the ditch where Lorena threw it.

Indeed, if we are to believe the countless newspaper stories, 
magazine articles, talk shows and editorials there is a plethora 
of penis pilfering going on. Given the amount of frenzied 
male angst, there is surely a vast warehouse full of diced 
dinks out there. And there are certainly innumerable broken 
men walking our streets, their veiy life sliced from them.

ABREAST OF THE NEWS
It m ade the headlines in 
newspapers around the 
world. It was the stuff of 

countless features in 
countless magazines.

It was discussed on 
editorial pages and talk 

shows; it was the basis of 
arguments at cocktail 

parties and over dinner.

No wonder that baseball players can be seen on national 
television constantly checking to make sure their penises are 
in place. There is in fact nothing quite so endearing as the 
sight of a Pat Borders spitting a brown stream of tobacco 
juice from his mouth while his hand steals down to make sure 
his appendage is still there. (Hockey players do the same 
thing, for those of you not up on sports.)

The reality about the castrated male is just a touch different. 
For example,the surgeons who reattached John Wayne 
Bobbitt’s organ could find nothing comparable in the 
English-language medical literature. Let me put it more suc
cinctly. There are no cases of women cutting off men’s penis
es. One more time. This is an isolated incident, an aberration.

So what are John Wayne Bobbitt and his penis doing on 
the pages of our newspapers and on the screens of our televi
sions? Because what happens to men is important in our soci
ety, that’s why.

Oh sure, there’s shock value.”WIFE CUTS OFF HUS
B A N D ’S PENIS, SHRINKS IT AND W EARS IT 
AROUND HER NECK ON A STRING” makes a great 
headline. And there’s the she did it for every battered woman 
angle. This doesn’t wash either since Lorena Bobbitt seems to 
be a rather confused young woman who acted out of a fear 
and anger real to her at the moment. She is a tragic figure, but 
she is no crusader striking a blow for oppressed women. 
What we’ve got here is a preoccupation with all things male. 
And of all the things that are male, the penis is the one men 
are the most preoccupied with.

So, while countless women are raped in Bosnia, we get to 
read bout The Penis. While sickening genital mutilation is 
perpetrated upon little girls every day, we get to listen to an
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interview with John Wayne Bobbitt’s doctor. And while 
millions of women are battered and mutilated by angry men, 
we get to watch a primetime movie about John and his 
organ.

The Penis was severed on June 23, 1993 and four months 
later, it is still big news. The Gulf War hardly warranted 
such attention. For example, John’s Dink is the topic of a big 
feature in the Nov. Vanity Fair, the one with that dreadfully 
ugly picture of a naked Sylvester Stallone on the cover. Note 
that we are not permitted to see Sly’s penis; we can only 
assume he has one.

I don’t know about you, but I personally don’t care much 
about John Wayne Bobbitt’s penis. I certainly don’t care that 
doctors are pleased he can now urinate through his reat
tached member, that he has achieved momentary erections, 
that eventually he may once again be able to go out there 
and rape women.

John Wayne Bobbitt and his penis sound like a dreadful 
pair and Lorena Bobbitt is well rid of them. I do not for a 
moment think her actions will inspire other women. I do not 
think that men have to protect their privates any more now 
than they did before. I do think women can be forgiven for

wondering why men assume they can continue to use their 
penises as weapons without having one of them chopped off 
every 500 years or so.

The Penis is only important as a comment on the media. It 
is a male media which cares more about one penis than it 
does about the countless women who’ve been mutilated and 
raped around our world. In fact, this is a media that gives 
more space to one penis than it does to the millions of 
breasts which have suffered the ravages of cancer, which 
have been surgically removed, which can never be sewn 
back on and which in the end, have caused millions of our 
sisters to die. Canada’s daily newspaper, the Globe and 
Mail, is a good example. It featured The Penis in great 
detail on its editorial pages. Not one woman sits on its 
Editorial Board.

If there is a lesson to be learned from L ’Affaire du 
Penis, it is that media power is in the hands of men, not 
women. Rise up, I say and cut the penises out of our 
media, and replace them with breasts. Metaphorically 
speaking.
• Lyn Cockburn
Reprinted from Herizons, Winter 1994.
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MEDICATING THE MENOPAUSE?
In days gone by, menopause was not something many women were given to 
worrying about: either they did not live long enough to experience it, or it was 
seen as a welcome relief from years of child-bearing. The hot flushes and the 
night sweats were a small price to pay for the assurance of no more unwanted 
pregnancies.

As women’s life expectan
cy increases (72 years 
for pakeha women and 
67 fo r M aori) we can 
expect to spend nearly a 

q u a rte r o f our liv es  in a ‘p o s t
menopausal’ state.

The debates that now rage around 
menopause, are similar to those that 
took hold as we gained control over 
our reproduction - is menopause a 
natural and normal event, or is it a 
health hazard that needs to be con
trolled and whipped into shape by 
doctors and their medicines?

As with the child birth argument, 
p ro p o n en ts  o f bo th  sch o o ls  of 
thought are eloquent and articulate 
in expressing their points of view. 
In between, are women like myself 
who, as ‘committed feminists’, are 
anx ious not to buy in to  the 
‘Menopause Industry’, but are fear
ful of entering m id-life as ‘high- 
risk’ women.

I am 44 years old (45 by the time 
this issue goes to print). By the time 
my m other was my age, she was 
well into m enopause. W ithin 10 
years of the onset of menopause, 
her life was severely restricted by 
osteoporosis, and in another 5 she 
was bed-ridden . In spite o f two 
attempts at suicide (by starving - 
she was too weak to do anything 
active) and one request that I assist 
her in ending her life by overdose, 
she lived on for another 5 years, 
and died at 64.

I am sure I am not alone in my 
dilemma.

Much of the debate and contro
versy  is fo cu ssed  on horm one 
replacement therapy (HRT). There 
is uncertainty about the size of the 
benefits and the risks of treatment. 
There are fears about women using 
HRT to artificially prolong vitality 
in a youth-oriented society. To deny 
themselves the pleasure of a natural

and vital ‘middle-age’.
I started concerning myself with 

the prospects of osteoporosis at age 
35. I knew it was too late to start 
w orrying once I turned 60. Lost 
bone couldn’t be recovered. I have 
never smoked, my alcohol intake 
would put a brewery out of busi
ness, I get my regulation three time 
a week fitness workout, keep my 
calcium levels up and my stress lev
els dow n, bu t 6 years a fte r her 
death, I still can’t get images of my 
mother’s life out of my mind. Three 
months ago, after weeks of sleep 
deprivation from night sweats, raw 
and bleeding skin from  an insa
tiable need to stop the itching, and 
the m ental anguish  of doing the 
‘politically correct’ thing, I started 
on hormone replacement therapy. I 
know what the risks are, I have lis
tened to the arguments and debated 
the points. But I want a quality of 
life my mother never had.
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“...I want a quality of life 
my mother never had.”

For those of you in the same predicament, there 
is no easy answer, no magic wand, but there are 
some things you can do to help you make a truly 
informed decision:

READ - there are som e w onderful books avail
ab le  on m e n o p a u se  (S a n d ra  C o n e y ’s The 
Menopause Industry and G ail S h e e h y ’s Silent 
Passage to n am e b u t 
tw o ) . T he  N a tio n a l  
A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e  
on  C o re  H e a lth  and  
D is a b i l i ty  S u p p o r t 
Services has ju s t pub 
lished the findings o f the Consensus Development 
Report on Hormone Replacement Therapy. It 
examines the literature and makes a series of rec
o m m e n d a tio n s , the f irs t o f  w h ich  is th a t “all 
women and relevant health care providers should 
have access to u n b iased , accu ra te  in fo rm ation  
about m enopause...sym ptom s, about the effects of 
HRT on these sym ptom s, and about the ... side 

(effects and...long term risks of HRT.”
GO TO C LA SS ES ■ T h e  F a m ily  P la n n in g  

Association runs some great education workshops

on m enopause and HRT. They also put out some 
really inform ative pamphlets.

TALK - to o ther w om en. M enopause  need no 
longer be one of the best kept secrets o f our lives.

ACT - In the end, only you can make the decision 
that is right for you. This probably sounds a bit 
‘new age’, but you don’t have to stick with the 
first decision you make. If you go on to HRT and

find it is not right 
fo r  y o u  - s to p  
tak ing  it. I f  you 
in itia lly  m ake a 
d e c is io n  n o t to  
m e d ic a te  y o u r 

self, you can change your mind. It will not replace 
bonp you have lost, but it will help maintain you at  ̂
present levels.

There are no ‘rig h t’ or perfect answ ers. I feel 
good about the decisions I have made for myself. I 
am standing betw een ‘a rock and a hard p lace .’ 
There are risks for me whatever I do. Right now 
the risks associated with HRT look more attractive 
to m e than the risk s  a sso c ia ted  w ith a ce rta in  
osteoporosis.

• Helen Warren
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tion I’d receive for being in such a dangerous state.
At the beginning of fourth form I went on the 40 hour 

famine. It excited me - the prospect of not eating for two 
days; but I wasn’t doing it for the starving kids in Africa .. I 
was doing it for myself. A rare chance to starve without get
ting questioned. One person did query my intentions, for I 
had probably been unconsciously hinting at my purpose all 
weekend. At this time I was reading a book called The Web. 
It was a true story about an anorexic/bulimic teenager. Yet 
instead of being warned by this depressing story, I gained a 
stronger desire to be anorexic.

I remember sitting on my bean-bag in my bedroom read
ing this book. The 40 hours was up, I was supposed to have 
started eating again. I was meant to be stuffing myself like 
everybody else who’d starved themselves for the last 40 
hours. Instead I was enjoying a sense of being in control of 
my eating. I got a certain high from my empty stomach, 
with the hope of losing a few kg. from my waist. I’d gotten 
over the weak, empty feeling that fills your body as a signal 
of needing food. So I sat reading my book about the 
anorexic girl, wishing I had the willpower and ‘strength’ to

FAT TALES

At Pasadena Intermediate 
I had a friend who 

considered herself fat. 
In form two she went on a 

‘Jenny Craig’ diet.

The next time I saw her in third form I barely recog
nised her. Standing behind her on the bus her jeans 
were unusually baggy. She was anorexic. But she 
still thought she was fat.

Walking home that day I contemplated what I’d just wit
nessed. I felt shaken by the skinny sight of her. And shocked 
at the stupidity of my own response. For after this experi
ence not only did I still desire a slim perfect body; but I 
wanted to be anorexic. As I walked along Walford Road I 
began fantasising about my new skinny body, and the atten-
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become anorexic. I realised how many of my friends were 
caught up in the same battle. 

Yet I still wanted, desired, fought and 
tortured myself to get that body.

I discovered then that fasting was a 
convenient guise to hide behind. I 
heard people talking about 'health fasts' 
to purify your system. I bought some 
herbal fasting tea specifically for this 
purpose. I attempted fasting several 
times, but found it was impractical and 
pointless - as I soon regained the 
weight I’d tortuously managed to lose.

Later on in fourth form I formed a 
close friendship with someone whom I 
later found to be bulimic. During the 
period we were friends, I became 
increasingly obsessed with my desire 
to be skinny. Because we were both 
caught in the same trap, we spent most 
of our time together discussing food 
and its effect on us. We identified the 
issue, but instead of supporting each 
other in order to kill the growing dis
ease within us; we simply fertilised the 
problem. By constantly moaning about 
our fat thighs and stomachs we were 
feeding off each others obsessions. By 
talking about food for an unhealthy 
amount of time we were throwing 
wood on the fire.

That same year I spent a lot of 
evenings baby-sitting in a cold lonely 
flat. A fridge virtually empty except for 
the odd bits and pieces. The clock 
would creep towards midnight as I 
wandered into the kitchen searching 
for something to keep me occupied. 
Having scavenged around, I would 
then slump back to the lounge with a 
sense of guilt already growing within 
me as I sat down, I ’d feel sick as I 
masochistically picked up a fashion 
magazine. Moving through the pages, 
staring longingly at the size 8 models 
with silicon breasts. As every minute 
passed I’d regret my binge even more. 
How did these women obtain such fig
ures, and manage to remain like that? I 
knew the answer all too well; but I was 
in too deep to have the strength to say 
no to these influential images the 
media dished up daily.

Fifth form brought the 'health phase'. 
I became obsessed with eating health
ily, and went out of my way to exclude 
sugar and dairy foods from my diet.

But this was another mask to hide 
behind. “No, I don’t have butter on my 
bread because it’s unhealthy.” I was in 
fact semi-consciously using health as

an excuse. I pretended to myself this 
was the reason I didn’t want nachos for 
tea.

With healthy eating came exercise. I 
cycled everywhere, and swam twice a 
week. “I want to be fit”, I’d explain. 
“And anyway, I enjoy cycling.” I fell 
for this one too.

It was in this year that I decided I 
wanted to be vegan. No daily foods - 
no fat. Most of my 'enemies' contained 
dairy-products. I was already vegetari
an, and I wanted to be vegan for politi
cal reasons as well. However it wasn’t 
practical to become a total vegan, so I 
attempted to just restrict the dairy 
foods I consumed.

You can’t fight fire with fire. The 
only way to get out of that deep dark 
hole is to be shown there's another 
way. I becam e good friends with 
someone who had held onto herself, 
not let the media hold a steady grasp 
on her mind. She strongly influenced 
me - showing, without words, that food 
was a simple enjoyment, not an enemy 
to control my life.

At the same time I became involved 
with someone in a relationship. Being 
appreciated for what you are, and told 
that you’re preferred to all the skinny 
models, makes it difficult to go on pun
ishing yourself for the sake of a body.

Now that I eat pretty much what I 
want, when I want, and don’t go out of 
my way to include exercise in my daily 
life; I have in fact stayed the same size. 
I live a much more relaxed, healthier, 
happier life. It’s not healthy to read the 
ingredients list on every packet of 
food, studying repeatedly the percent
age of fat included in that item just 
'naughtily’ consumed.

Wanting to be slim created an unnat
ural preoccupation with food.

Over the last few years I became 
more

and more aware of the issues

involved with the fashion, food and 
dieting industries. I knew the magni
tude of the problem both nationally 
and internationally. I realised how 
many of my friends were caught up in 
the same battle. Yet I still wanted, 
desired, fought and tortured myself to 
get that body. A body I knew was 
unhealthy, unrealistic and unnecessary. 
I was conforming with a society I 
didn’t believe in.
• Sarah Allely
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Group discussion at the 
Unifem Conference, 
12th - 13th November, 
Waipuna Lodge, South 
Auckland.

1 A IAIPUNA LODGE is probably not the setting that would most 
% t  \  t  readily spring to the mind of your average feminist conference organ- 
y  y  iser. But then the UNIFEM Suffrage Year Conference on the 12th and 

13th November was not your usual feminist gathering. However, it advertised 
some very laudable aims and a very impressive line-up of speakers. So naturally I 
felt impelled to attend. UNIFEM (the United Development Fund for Women) 
exists to involve women in the development process and to support poor women 
in the developing world. The NZ committee was established to promote the glob
al work of UNIFEM by building alliances with women’s organisations.

The task the conference Set itself was “to help celebrate the achievements of 
New Zealand women over the last century by providing a forum for meaningful 
discussion and information sharing, which will contribute to women’s future per
sonal and political advancement.”

One of its prime objectives was to “focus on the progress made since the first 
United Women’s Convention in 1973, identifying achievements and defining 
current issues.” They expressed the hope that everyone would be “inspired and 
informed” by this event, “just as thousands were by past United W omen’s 
Conventions.”

This latter statement particularly struck a chord, because it has been one of the
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UNIFEM
CONFERENCE

Sylvia Baines shares the issues and highlights from this event 
that is set to happen again next year.
few  m entions m ade about the 
Conventions in this Suffrage anniver
sary year. Yet twenty years ago a 
group of Women’s Liberationists initi
ated the firs t U nited  W o m en ’s 
Convention to coincide with the 80th 
anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in 
New Z ealand. W o m en ’s 
Liberationists saw themselves as part 
of the tradition of feminism passed 
down to us by the Suffragists of last 
century. Just as the organisers of the 
first United W om en’s Convention 
went to some length to stress the links 
between themselves and the suffrag
ists, who fought for W o m en ’s 
Suffrage late last century; so likewise 
UNIFEM have been keen to empha
sise their connection with the United 
Women’s Conventions.

The event began on Friday evening 
with a display of Marti Friedlander’s 
photographs. These were nostalgic 
because Marti was there in the early 
stages of the W om en’s Liberation 
movement photographing the demon
strations and conventions. Three of the 
earliest pictures on exhibit were of 
guerrilla  theatre  that A uckland 
Women’s Liberation groups staged in 
Albert Park to m ark Suffrage day 
1971. Had the camera angle been tilt
ed just a fraction more to the left I 
would have been in one of these shots. 
Another faithful photographer of the 
women’s movement, Gil Hanly, was 
there recording the proceedings. Dame 
Catherine Tizard was there to open the 
event, but the advertised powhiri did 
not take place. Somewhat culturally

insensitive, we thought, as there was 
no apology made on this matter.

The Saturday events began with 
Mary Sinclair in the chair welcoming 
us all. “T his con ference ,” she 
explained, “had its beginnings in a 
Cambridge restaurant in March of this 
year when five women got together to 
renew old friendships. We got to talk
ing about Suffrage year and the United 
Women’s Conventions and ended up 
asking ourselves, ‘W hat ever hap
pened to the Women’s Movement?’ 
As we had all been involved, either as 
speakers, organisers or attendees, at 
the first United Women’s Convention 
in 1973; we waxed nostalgic for a 
while about those huge meetings of 
women from all comers of Aotearoa, 
of all...beliefs. Eventually someone 
said, “W here is the opportunity in 
Suffrage year, for wom en to get 
together as we did two decades ago 
and talk about the issues that affect 
women’s lives?’ From there it was a 
small step to the suggestion: maybe 
someone should think about putting 
together a one day Not-the United- 
W omen’s-Convention meeting, and 
the subtitle, “Putting Women’s Issues 
Back On the Agenda” seemed a natur
al focus for that kind of exercise.”

This was followed by a videotaped 
m essage from U N IFEM  D irector 
Sharon Capeling-Alakija at the United 
Nations.

The next speaker, Margaret Wilson, 
had addressed  the first U nited 
Women’s Convention and her speech 
proved to be one of the day’s high

lights. “The im petus for the 
Conference”, she said, “arose from a 
reflection on the fact that it is twenty 
years since the first United Women’s 
Convention, which was the event that 
in recent times placed women, as a 
force, firmly on the political agenda. It 
also arose from a concern that since 
1990 women had disappeared from 
the political agenda, except as casual
ties of policies that denied the legiti
macy of women’s experience in the 
form ation o f policy. The election 
(Nov. 6th) however has provided the 
opportunity for women to get back on 
the political agenda, but only if we 
capitalise on the period of uncertainty 
to assert our interests as having a pri
ority in what is being called ‘the new 
politics’. It is an irony that this period 
of uncertainty only exists because the 
boy political leaders have just discov
ered ‘consensus’ and ‘cooperative’ 
decision making, and it is taking them 
time to work out how to play the game 
under, what is for them, the new rules. 
I fear however that in the process these 
concepts usually identified with femi
nist decision making will become cor
rupted, because for women, it will not 
be the ‘new politics’ unless we are part 
of setting the agenda.”

A rather prophetic statement in view 
of the change of Labour party leader
ship, which occurred not long after. It 
is good to see at least one woman, 
Helen Clark, seizing the initiative.

Dame Mira Szazy then introduced 
the next speaker, Ripeka Evans who 
was prominent in the Maori women’s
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Unifem
conference

reviewed
m ovem ent during the tim e o f the 
Conventions and the protests over the 
1981 Springbok tour. For me her 
speech was the other real highlight of 
the Conference.

Following on from the concerns 
voiced by Margaret Wilson, Ripeka 
explained some of the concerns for 
Maori women in recent times.

“Neither the Maori renaissance nor 
political activism would have been 
bom if not for the vision and challenge 
issued by Maori women...In 1986 I 
was part of the team which established 
the MANA Enterprise Scheme, a trib- 
ally delivered small business pro
gram m e. W hen estab lish ing  the 
scheme we intended that the scheme 
should benefit M aori wom en and 
men, however when the funds were 
distributed at tribal or regional level 
the recipients followed the old boys 
pattern of distribution in the organisa
tion.”

The Maori political agenda was set 
by colonisation... What we have been 
witnessing since first contact has been 
a reversing of the balance of power. 
As a consequence of the debasement 
of our own culture there has been an 
erosion of our power and status as 
women. A void has been created and 
entrenched over time and a new set of 
power relations has emerged. The new 
power relations are dom inated by 
cliques of men who have accommo
dated to political pragmatism. In the 
the battle between the right to self 
govern, our men have invented ideolo
gies cloaked in the respectability of 
Maori words and phrases. A Treaty 
and renaissance  ‘new sp eak ’ has 
emerged and has become the propa
ganda hallmark o f  a process which 
requires some dramatic reassessment. 
In recent studies of Maori male leader
ship, Professor Ranginui Walker and 
Hirini Mead defined traditional Maori 
leadership in classic western anthropo

logical style - a stratified view of roles 
as they equate with eurocentric under
standing o f pow er, authority  and 
responsibility arriving with a defini
tion of power in terms of the ‘three 
B ’s ’: the B ureaucracy, Boys and 
Business. The invisibility of women, 
save for the mention of the exceptions 
to the rule in one tribal area, confirms 
the frozen mentality which prevails in 
male self-definition. Breaking the ice 
block is a necessary part of change for

Maori women.”
The conference organisers had 

planned for 400 participants, but about 
150 turned up. W e decided that as 
UNIFEM had employed professional 
organisers used to dealing with corpo
rate clients, and they were not au fait 
w ith a fem inist audience...O thers 
voiced the opinion that the venue was 
a little too upmarket, a bit too formal. 
A cheaper conference fee at a less 
expensive venue would probably have 
attracted a larger audience.

Lack o f childcare may likewise 
have prevented a number of women 
from attending. A couple of women 
spoke to the organisers about this mat
ter. The Women’s Studies Association 
had put on a full weekend conference, 
plus childcare for $85 and less for the 
low waged.

After morning tea Sarah Calvert 
spoke on women’s health, prefixing 
her remarks with a quotation from 
Christobel Pankhurst.

“Rem em ber the dignity of your 
womanhood,

Do not appeal,
Do not beg,

Do not grovel,
take courage,
Join hands, Stand beside us.
Fight with us...”
Sarah argued that “Gender should 

not be a basis for discrimination, vio
lence and subjugation. Of all the great 
theories about the human condition it 
is only in psychoanalysis that gender 
is p riv ileged  and d iscussed .. 
Psychoanalysis places the construction 
of the female not on the margins but in

centre stage. It asks why men and 
women might be different and what is 
the experience of being a human, a 
self... Feminism...creates the female as 
a subject in her own right. To truly be 
empowered we must feel we own and 
control ourselves. Not ju st in our 
reproduction, our health, our physical 
body, but in our psychic/psychological 
self. For it is that self we live with. I 
believe that it is the journey that will 
take the feminist revolution further 
into a new construction of the female 
and of our human world. It is one of 
the many journeys that we can take, 
one is not more important than the 
other, but they must all be taken if we 
are to become ourselves.”

Next on the timetable were the first 
series of workshops: Strategies for 
Advancement, Employment Contracts 
A ct, W om en and the T reaty  of 
Waitangi, Feminist Theory: Radical to 
Poststructural, Personal Experience, 
The Politics of Women’s Health and 
Sisterhood A cross the Cultures. I 
a ttended the w orkshop on the 
E m ploym ent C ontracts Act. 
Interestingly two new Members of

“To truly be empowered we must 
feel we own and control ourselves.

Not just in our reproduction, 
our health, our physical body, but in 

our psychic /  psychological self. 
For it is that self we live w ith.”
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Parliament were there, both of whom 
were sitting on knife-edge majorities: 
Diane Yates and Pauline Gardiner. 
Each expressed views on the topic 
befitting MPs sitting on opposite sides 
of the house. The latter thought that 
only the negative aspects of the Act 
were being emphasised and not the 
positive. Most participants were criti
cal of the legislation. The participants 
had widely differing levels of aware
ness on the subject. I felt no more 
knowledgeable on the subject after the 
workshop than before.

Lunch was scheduled during the 
afternoon workshops. The afternoon 
w orkshops included: Sexual 
Harassment - A Case Study in EEO, 
Women and Maori Development, The 
Politics of Sexuality, The Cartwright 
Inquiry, Lobbying and Advocacy and 
B uild ing and D eveloping  New  
O rganisations. Participants in the 
Cartwright Inquiry workshop were 
from many different aspects of interest 
in health: teachers, nurses, social 
workers etc. I found the workshop 
informative rather than analytical, but 
the participants seemed ready and 
eager for discussion.

Following afternoon tea Sharyn 
Cederman made a plea for leadership 
within the women’s movement. She 
named those women who had been 
leading lights in the W om en’s 
Liberation Movement over 20 years 
ago: Susan K edgley, N gahuia 
Volkerling, Donna Awatere, Sandra 
Coney, Kay Goodyer, and Rosemary 
Ronald. ‘Where are those leaders or 
their replacements now? The issues 
affecting women certainly haven’t 
gone away,” she asked. There are, she 
argues, four reasons for change:

1 The issues now are more complex 
than they were twenty years ago...

2 Stakeholders now are much more 
vocal and critical thus creating a more 
negative environment in which it is 
hard to achieve a consensus for action.

3 The high level of media scrutiny 
often of a very trivial or personal 
nature or with a mean spirit. (She cited 
as an exam ple M etro m agazine’s 
vendetta against Sandra Coney.)

4 The economic times. For many of 
us the daily grind of maintaining our 
work and personal lives at a comfort
able level precludes the energy or time 
to com m it to issues... M any other 
women are ground down by sheer 
economic survival and have less ener
gy available for anything outside their 
immediate horizon.

So, given all these reasons it is 
unlikely that we will see the emer
gence of any of the grand leaders - the 
L leader of the clear vision and com
pelling capacity to involve us in it. 
Given that we need leadership to cre
ate movement we., must find another 
solution. I believe that what we need

now is little L leadership; leaders who 
don’t expect to be all things to all 
women but who undertake specific 
tasks or projects which contribute to 
the change process. This kind of lead
ership comes in many varieties. We 
have lots of potential little L leaders 
here today...”

Despite the boardroom pep-talk 
flavour of her speech I thought she 
made some good points: “I want to 
see priorities being set. I want regular 
accounting back to a meeting of ordi
nary women such as us - how we are 
doing. What else could we do?”

Sandra Coney in a recent Women’s 
Bookshop launch of Standing in the 
Sunshine said much the same thing. 
She would like to see a revival of 
those forums provided by the United 
Women’s Conventions. For a number 
of feminists the provision of regular 
national conferences would provide a

focus and serve to rev ita lise  the 
Women’s Movement.

There are pitfalls in holding nation
wide fem inist conferences, as the 
organisers of the United W om en’s 
Conventions found out. Consultation 
is necessary if they want a gathering 
representative o f fem inist opinion 
around the country.

Kaye Turner summed up in her 
address to the plenary session and 
welcomed, “diversity and difference 
as part of the richness of the women’s 
movement.” Comments from the floor 
were invited and Cherry Raymond, 
one of the prime movers of the United 
W omen’s Conventions, stood up to

speak.
The conference concluded with 

more nostalgia; the playing of Helen 
Reddy’s hit song of the early 70s, 
w hich becam e som ething o f a 
W omen’s Liberation anthem, “I am 
Woman.”

The conference organisers were 
well organised and they did follow up. 
I left several questions with them, 
including a request for the date of the 
next conference. They have answered 
all my questions and the tentative date 
for the next UNIFEM Conference is 
June/July 1995 
• Sylvia Baines

Address any queries to:
UNIFEM New Zealand 
PO Box 12-498 
Wellington

“The Maori political agenda was 
set by colonisation.... As a 

co n seq u en ce  o f th e  d eb asem en t 
of our own cu ltu re there has 

been an erosion of our power and
status as women.”
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The Employment 
Contracts Act
which the 
Government 
claimed would 
be beneficial to 
the New Zealand 
workforce, has 
had an especially 
severe impact on 
young workers. 
Under the Act, 
there are really no 
safeguards for 
workers under 18, 
leaving young 
people vulnera
ble to exploitation 
in the workplace. 
Young women 
workers are being 
hit the hardest.

Pr e v io u s ly , an  a w a rd  
s y s te m  o f  p a y  ra te s  
en su red  th a t w orkers 
w e re  g u a r a n te e d  a 
m in im u m  ra te  o f  pay 

d ep e n d in g  on th e  in d u stry  th a t 
th e y  w e re  e m p lo y e d  in . T h is  
m ean t tha t you  had  a m in im um  
base figure to  begin negotiations

S o m e  h a v e  e v e n  b e e n  o ffe re d  
u n p a id  jo b s  as 'w o rk  e x p e r i
ence” .

Y oung peop le  are now  under 
great pressure to w ork w hile they 
a re  s till a t sc h o o l o r s tu d y in g . 
C asual w ork ing  fo r low  rates o f 
p a y  is “ s w e a te d  la b o u r ” . T h e  
w orst cases o f exploitation occur

Y oung
w orkers
exploited

w ith prospective em ployers - not 
a pe rfec t sy stem  perhaps; bu t a 
de fin ite  safety  net. N ow  ... tha t 
the lack o f  a m inim um  w age for 
w orkers under 20 m eans that they 
can legally be em ployed for as lit
tle as tw o cents per hour. In fact, a 
young person’s w age was record
ed  at $0 .25  cen ts p e r h o u r in a 
r e c e n t  s u rv e y  b y  V ic to r ia  
University.

W orkers under 18 suffer the 
m ost under the present system , as 
they have neither the protection o f 
the adult m in im um  w age, as do 
w orkers over 20, nor the relative 
se c u r ity  o f  th e  u n e m p lo y m e n t 
benefit to fall back on. Because o f 
the com petitive nature o f today’s 
w o rk fo rce , m an y  are  d e sp e ra te  
fo r w ork and feel bound to take 
any em ploym ent offered to them , 
w h a te v e r  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .

in the retail and service industries 
m ainly because o f  the huge num 
bers o f young people involved in 
p r im a rily  c a su a l labour. T h e se  
industries m ainly em ploy wom en. 
M a n y  e m p lo y e r s  p la c e  th e i r  
y o u n g e r  w o rk e rs  o n  “ p e r f o r 
m ance con trac ts” , w hich  m eans 
young people  w ho have not had 
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e i r  o ld e r  
w o rk m a te s  m u s t  p ro v e  th e m 
selves equally capable - for low er 
pay . In  a p ro m in e n t  f a s t  fo o d  
chain , fo r ex am p le , w orkers 18 
and over start the ir em ploym ent 
on a pay rate o f $7.65 per hour, 
w hereas 15 and 16 year olds start 
on $4.97.

C arol P arker from  the Youth 
L aw  P ro je c t o b se rv e s  th a t th e  
E m ploym ent C ontracts A ct does 
no t show  any co n sid e ra tio n  for 
th e  new , in e x p e r ie n c e d  y o u n g
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workers in the workforce. “The 
idealism of the free market which 
was supposed to create a level 
playing field for all workers has 
backfired. Many young people do 
not know how to bargain or what 
they can reasonably expect from 
a contract. If the Em ploym ent 
Contracts Act is supposed to ben
efit the New Zealand workforce 
as a w hole then it has surely 
failed.” A recent survey by the 
Youth Law Project found that 
many young people do not know 
their em ployment rights at all. 
Even if they were aware, most are 
either unprepared, lacking in con
fidence or unable to negotiate 
con tracts  w ith em ployers. 
Perhaps most importantly, they 
are faced with the knowledge that 
there is alw ays som eone else 
ready and willing to take their 
jobs. So the impetus to complain

either about pay rates or work 
conditions is stifled.

The effects of the Act may be 
not all bad how ever. Teresa 
Brown, points out that one benefit 
is that it has made young people 
more aware of the need to think 
about and secure prior to employ
ment, terms of employment and 
contracts. Before the Act, this 
knowledge was even more limit
ed. Young workers have little 
m eans o f p ro tec tion  against 
exploitation in the workforce and 
the best preventative m easure 
they can take is to join a union 
and becom e educated on their 
righ ts . B oth the Youth Law  
P ro jec t and the CTU have 
resource booklets written in easi
ly understandable English which 
are readily available for the use of 
young people.
• Rochelle Greer.

CONTACTS:

The Service Workers Union,
35-39 George St, Kingsland.

Youth Law Project,
4th Floor, Lister Bldg,

9 Victoria St East, City.

National Distribution Union,
Trade Union Centre,
159 Great North Rd,

Grey Lynn.

M
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A bandoning Any Assumption of Accountability 
eg. cabinet ministers, heads of CHEs etc.

Beneficiary: the one who benefits the top lot 
as the source of cheap labour and the one to 
Blam e for Bad Budgeting, Bad parenting, 

Being a Bludger etc. etc.

Ce n tre  as in C e n tre  le ft, C e n tre  right - 
depends on where centre is located and by 
w hom ; C o stly  C o n su lta n ts  C a u s e  fa ls e  

Consciousness.

Debate Defin itely Desirab le for Dem ocratic  
process, but sadly Deficient.

Economic recovery Excellent for small Elite 
like Employers’ Federation, business round
table, Enormous corporations.

Fairness: a Fairy story when Fostered by gov
ernm ent Frontpersons like inland revenue  
and. Fabulous J. Shipley.

Girltalk: poverty, unemployment, discrimina
tion, ch ild care , housing, con traception , 
harassment, violence at home & abroad.

Hocus pocus: d e s c rib in g  H e a lth  H a vo c  
Horrors as “reforms”.

|  llusion that Infotainment can Inform.

Joking - they must be - the Jolly Jargon advo
cates of low inflation as a bringer of Joy to the 
common folk.

Keywords from governm ent Kingpins rarely 
m eans K indness but are the Knives that 
bring cuts.

Lesbianism, Maori Land, Leftist politics: among 
the many issues Languishing unexplained but 
Laughed at by Lazy journalists.

Ma rk e t fo rc e s : M a n m a d e  M eth o d  of 
M ain ta in ing  M yth that only M easu re  of 
v a h jê  is deriveqj Jj;om id e o lo g y  of 

Monetarist^.

News: Narrow  range of Nasties & icily Null 
Nicenesses allowed to appear between the 
advertisem ents to Neutralise discussion or

avo id  an y  d issen t fro m  N e w  r ig h t’s c la im  to 
“Normality”.

On the right track: Opening up opportunities 
for Overseas takeovers.

Parliam ent: Pathetic Pusillanim ous Pack of 
Poor Performers.

Questions Q u e lled  by Q u a in t Q uirks like 
Quacking on about commercial sensitivity 
and privacy.

R ecession = Restructuring = Redundancy = 
Repossession while Rushing to Reward the 
Rich.

Sportsmanship: Sledging ie. Severe  verbal 
abuse of opponents cynically Served up on 
our T V  Screens by Saatchi & Saatchi for 

Super Sums of Shekels.

Tax Take Trends to be proportionately bigger 
for Those with Tiniest incomes while The Top 
lot T h r ift ily  T o y s  w ith  F a m ily  T ru s ts  & 

Titivates The Totting up.

Undervalued: women, Universally, leading to 
U n d e rta b le  U n d e rp a y m e n ts  plus  
Unemployment, facilitated by the Undoing of 

trade Unions.

V io le n c e , V o c a b u la ry  of: c o n s is te n tly  
V a lid a te d  as ad d in g  V a lu e  to V e n d o rs ’ 
Vicious advertising.

Whitbread W obbly: “That other W allie on 
the W a te r is so a cheating  W a n k e r & 
makes me so Wild I am going to W aste  

him & Wreck his chances of Winning na na nana 
na .

X erox: m edia copy after copy after copy of 
Xactly the same Xcerpt handed out by public 
relations “Xperts”.

Y ear of the family - Yoicks & tally-ho, suffrage 
was Yesterday so back to Your Yashm aks  
everyone!

Z i g Z a g :  o f t e n  Z o o m i n g  o u t a  Z i g h t  
wi t h Z e r o  Zing eg. the Labour Opposition 
& its socialism scale registering Zilch.

• Margot Roth
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TIMES: 9 - 11.30am with coffee and
tea afterwards.
PLACE: Seminar room, 2nd floor, 
Gillies Avenue Office Park 
27 Gillies Avenue, Newmarket. 
Parking available.
COST: $15 a session - includes 
workshop handouts.

Saturday morning 
workshops for women
• Saturday 12 March 1994 
PRE-MENSTRUAL SYNDROME
What is it?
Ways of managing PMS
Taken by Dr Sara Rishworth and the team from the PMS clinic 
at National Women’s Hospital.

•Saturday 19 March 1994 
MENOPAUSE AND HRT
What is menopause?
Risk and health benefits of HRT including the new Core Services 
Committee recommendations
Taken by Sandra Coney, author of The Menopause Industry

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO ENROL CONTACT:
W omen’s Health Action: phone (09) 520 5295, fax (09) 520 4152 
OR WRITE: PO Box 4569, Auckland.



. m a n yhappy
r e t u r n s

The Women’s Bookshop opened its doors at 228 Dominion Rd, 
Auckland, on 7th April 1989. At the opening celebration 

I remember being in a sort of exhausted stupor. This increased 
the next morning, and becam e mingled with exhilaration, as I 

realised that after all the work and anxiety of selecting the opening 
stock, I would have to immediately re-order many books because 

they had actually sold on the opening night! I was in business!

I would not have been in business without the encourage
ment of Pat Rosier, the financial advice of Chris McLean, 
the voluntary labour of many women (Glynn Lorrigan 
worked every Friday for free for the whole of 1989), the 

help and generous sharing of knowledge of many women in 
the book trade (especially Jo Noble from Jabberwocky 
Children’s Bookshop, Ann & Joy from Kate Sheppard 
Women’s Bookshop in Christchurch, and many experienced 
women in publishing.)

I couldn’t stay in business now without the hard work and 
dedication of Catherine Currie, a nun for forty years of her 
life before she became involved in a feminist bookshop, and 
Rachel Cooper, a former student of mine, whose voracious 
reading and amazing knowledge of books is a brilliant asset 
to the shop.

In the five years since we opened we have gained recogni
tion as one of Auckland’s quality, well-stocked bookshops. 
We have also become a community resource. We are a safe 
meeting place, and our existence as a labelled women’s 
space is a political statement. We have noticeboards, a flat
mate file, a comfortable sofa and coffee flowing freely.

We have provided a series of exciting and very popular 
monthly events during the last five years. We have given 
women the chance to meet in person many prestigious 
authors including Naomi Wolf, Anita Roddick (from the 
Body Shop), Barbara Trapido, Anne Wilson Schaef, Alice 
Thomas Ellis, Marilyn Frye, Katherine V. Forrest, Robin 
Morgan, and almost all of New Zealand’s own marvellous 
women writers.

We have acquired a computer during the last year by 
means of a generous loan from a supportive customer (can 
you imagine that happening in a male business?) We have 
improved and increased our mail order system and have 
begun production of a regular quarterly catalogue/newsletter. 
We can now produce computer lists of stock under subject 
headings and are happy to mail books anywhere in New 
Zealand (although w e’d prefer women in Hamilton, 
Palmerston North and Christchurch to support their local 
women’s bookshops). Our imports direct from America 
have continued to increase and we often have titles on our 
shelves within weeks of their release overseas. We have 
been taken to the Human Rights Commission for refusing to 
sell a man a T-shirt with the slogan “Dip Me In Chocolate 
And Throw Me To The Lesbians.” (Case dismissed!) In the 
same year some enthusiastic customers nominated us as 
Auckland’s ‘Top Shop”.

Having survived many ups and downs, we are now faced 
with the Whitcoulls monopoly. Like the huge chains in the 
States, Whitcoulls will undoubtedly continue their present 
trend of drastic discounting. Their buying power has become 
so huge that they will be able to buy whole print runs, do 
exclusive deals with publishers, decide not only the size of 
print runs, but what actually gets printed, and ultimately what 
people have access to.

If people buy books at chains (even one purchase makes a 
difference because small independent shops operate on such 
tiny profit margins) then small stores (including feminist 
stores) will go out of business, small presses will suffer, and
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vital books (controversial? margir 
women’s?) will disappear. There 
fundamental philosophical differei 
between fem inist bookstores a 
chain stores who tend to regard boc 
as commodities and whose main ai 
is to make money. Feminist stor 
are not in the business to m al 
money, but we need to make mone 
to stay in business and continue pro 
viding our special services.

Theresa Corrigan, a women’s 
studies lecturer and owner of a 
feminist bookstore in the States, 
has published an excellent article 
“Feminist Bookstores: Part of an 
Ecosystem” in ‘Sojourner: The 
W om en’s Forum ’ Novem ber 
1993. She says “We are in the 
business to educate, to end...all 
inequities that threaten our society and 
survival. We are in the business to 
change the world. That will never be 
profitable or in vogue. Feminist book
stores are in it for the long haul and 
proud to be part of a larger movement 
for social change.”

So, five years later my house is still 
mortgaged to support the bookshop; 
my two children, now teenagers, say 
they see even less of me than when I 
was secondary school teacher; I some
times run around in circles convinced I 
will never get all the orders done, 
answer all the requests for information, 
track down the obscure titles, have the

time to quietly listen to the women 
who need to talk... But I love it! The 
shop is not just my work, it is my 
hobby and my passion. I constantly 
meet wonderful women (including one 
regular customer who is dusting our 
shelves as I write this) and I have an 
overview of the strength and wisdom 
of women ‘out there’, a sense of being 
part of a network.

A few months ago, baby Olivia, just 
a few days old, visited the Women’s 
Bookshop. Her mother, who lives in 
the neighbourhood, said this was the 
ideal place for Olivia’s first outing in

the world. And one day a woman 
stood in the doorway, threw her arms 
in the air in a gesture that embraced the 
shop and exclaimed ‘Thank Heavens 
you’re here !”

With your support, we intend to still 
be here in another five years.
• Carole Beu

A Women’s Bookshop owner,
Carole Beu, at the Auckland Women’s 
Bookshop opening five years ago.

5th
BIRTHDAY!!

WOMEN'S
BOOKSHOP 

GRAND BIRTHDAY

SALE
L A S T  T W O  W E E K S  O F

MARCH

with special guests

Patricia Grace
and

Mahinaarangi Tocker
7pm Thursday April 7th

Music Auditorium, Auckland College of 
Education, Gate 3, Epsom Avenue.

Tickets: $10 waged $6 unwaged
(availab le from  the W om en ’s Bookshop and at the door.) 

Includes supper, drinks and b irthday cake!

Autumn 1994 BROADSHEET 41



Annie Goslyn

Vanessa Valentine 
About Her One 
Woman Show 

Tale Tit

VANESSA 
TELLS IT 
LIKE IT IS

New York, so what am I doing inviting the Herald? In 
some ways, inviting the Herald was a learning experi
ence!
Has Sandra Bernhard been an influence on you with her 
one-woman show W ithout You I ’m Nothing which ran as 
part of the Hero Film Festival?

I made a deliberate decision not to watch comedy in 
the lead-up to Tell Tale Tit, so as not to be influenced. So 
that a woman might shift the boundaries of comedy. 
Someone copying someone else’s style is irritating to 
watch. You’ve got to be original to get anywhere. I made 
a decision to develop my own style. I don’t do jokes. 
Basically, some critics say my show is not stand-up 
comedy. I’ve never said it was. I do more storytelling, 
one act plays, using comedy. I’ve always said that this 
was a different form. They can’t put me in that box. But 
then boxes are som ething people want, you know - 
you’re gay, you’re straight, you’re bisexual, you’re skin
ny, you’re fat, you’re employed, you’re unemployed. 
You’re not actually allowed to be something undefin- 
able. My style is real and speaks about women. I ’ve 
drawn on my own experiences. The bulimia and lesbian 
coming out stories came out of real violation and anger 
in my life. Then there was coming out later on as a het-
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Tel! Tale Tit played at the Maidment at the end of last year 
and as part of the Hero Women’s Music Festival this year. 
How was it received?

In terms of houses, it did really well. As for reviews, 
we were covered well, but they were really polarised. 
The reviewers were either totally great or totally damn
ing. The Herald and the Listener are conservative insti
tutions and I went out there and wrote a show which is 
really confronting. I knew I was pushing narrow-minded 
people’s buttons. It’s deliberately written to do that. So 
why am I having a nervous breakdown when I get a bad 
review? I don’t know! Look, reviewers don’t trash what 
I ’m  saying about sexuality  because they m ight be 
accused of gay bashing, and they don’t pick on my 
material about bulimia because it’s the topic of the 90s. 
They knock the one aspect o f my material they can 
attack without mining their political correctness - nurs
ing. I mean really! You know, I don’t go out there to do a 
politically correct show. I do one that is real for me. One 
reviewer’s girlfriend was hooting with laughter but he 
didn’t write that, did he? The negative reviews never 
said that the rest of the audience was actually having a 
really good time. Still, I don’t suppose Sandra Bernhard 
would have invited the New York Times if she played in

interviews
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GLEN COVENTRY



erosexual and losing some of my lesbian friends. I sup
pose in my act everyone gets told off! Different seg
m ents of the audience - dykes, hets, wom en, men - 
laughed at different times. It was great!
How do you cope with the Auckland Comedy scene being 
such a male-dominated scene?
The whole world is male dominated, and comedy is part 
o f that world. O ne out o f three tim es I ’m the only 
woman in the whole line-up. I ’ve had a lot of sexist 
responses, not just from other comedians or the audi
ence, but when I’m  doing poster runs even! Most of the 
trouble I’ve had has been with men but that’s not to say I 
think “Fuck men.” On A Bit After Ten I was beaten by a 
woman who was politically at the other end of the spec
trum to what I do - playing to the boys and t ^  
their girlfriends. You know, we can ’t just 
blame the men. There are women out there 
dyeing their hair blonde, puking in the toilets 
and going around being eigh t and a ha lf 
stone. I’m equally angry with them. But I see 
no point in being angry with them or men on
stage. Instead, I have chosen to concentrate 
solely on my own personal struggle in grow
ing towards empowerment.
Your designer dyke impersonation could have 
isolated lesbians. How do you approach that 
side of your life and work?

That character is based on an ex-partner 
and I did love her even if it was weird and 
screwed up. I know that when I was contem
plating going out with men again, I thought 
“I’m not going to deny that I have been gay,” 
which is what my mum would have liked.
The next person to come along could have 
been a woman. I mean, if I wasn’t in the rela
tionship I ’m  in now I’m sure I wouldn’t go 
out with another man because there aren’t 
many worth going out with! I remember that, 
being in a small town, my girlfriend and I 
could never cuddle or hold hands in public, 
but that when I went out with Andrew we 
could. Intimacy instantly broadened out to all 
aspects of one’s life. It took away a lot of the 
panic and the neediness. I felt really angry 
about that. It was really unfair. You know I 
don’t think I ’ve alienated lesbians with my 
designer dyke impersonation because it’s still 
a real part of me and my life. I was lesbian 
then and I am heterosexual now. Does that 
make me bisexual? I don’t know. T here’s 
every chance I’ll be lesbian again. It’s who 
I ’m with at the time, the person.
What are you going to work on next?

I ’m  cu rren tly  w ork ing  on my partner 
Andrew Bancroft’s film Man Opener, a futur

istic comedy about a man having a baby. It’s got half of 
Shortland Street in it! Then we’ll work on a Christmas 
one-woman show perhaps based more strongly on the 
designer dyke character. There will possibly be more of a 
joke structure and m ore physicality, more audience 
involvement. I’d also like to do a tour of an educational 
show at schools around the country called Pregnant 
Pause - all about relationships and pregnancy for adoles
cents. I’d also do Tell Tale Tit in the evenings, in pubs 
and community venues, and continue hiring myself out 
for community groups’ fundraisers. It’s important not to 
rely on the conventional Auckland theatre audience. 
What I’m doing is new, therefore I have to continue to 
go out and find that new audience. •
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I am a survivor of ritual abuse. I am writing this piece 
because I want to encourage much thoughtful discussion 
about this kind of abuse, and how to get through the 
effects to the other side.

When talking about ritual abuse in New Zealand it is 
important first of all to acknowledge Kay Rosaline, who is 
the first known therapist in this country to work with a num
ber of clients dealing with the effects of this abuse. It was 
Kay Rosaline who bought the Ritual Action Group together 
in Wellington, and who began networking around the coun
try. Because of her injury she has not been connected with 
the group for three years. (I gather it is now defunct.) Kay 
started the group because she recognised the need for mutual

GETTING BEYOND RITUAL ABUSE
\ ' , %

Thoughts for counsellors 
and clients from 

a survivor

support and information sharing among counsellors and 
other agencies dealing with ritual abuse.

I have thought a lot about healing from deliberate, sadistic 
abuse. I’ve had a good deal to do with counsellors, as thera
pists and as friends. (Is there a good word for people who 
assist survivors? I don’t much like “counsellor”, “therapist”, 
or “healer”. I’ll use “counsellor” as the plainest.)

I know from my own experience that there are key require
ments for counsellors. The first is for them to believe what 
the client says, or at least to suspend disbelief. The second is 
to behave in accordance with professional ethics, especially 
with regard to boundaries. There have been creative counsel
lors (and some not so creative) entering into new knowledge, 
who haven’t “obeyed the rules”. While they might not have 
had a lot of choice at the time, it is very easy to slip into 
behaviours which are damaging to clients. Boundaries for 
people dealing with ritual abuse are vital. I know of counsel
lors who have ignored ritual abuse clients’ boundaries. This 
was re-abuse.

Another requirement, in my view, is that counsellors con
tinue to do their own personal work. Ordinary practice here is 
not sufficient. From many years experience I have found 
counsellors rarely deal adequately with “their own shit”. 
Most do a certain amount and then stop. There has been 
some research done about counsellors working with sur
vivors of ritual or other sadistic abuse. (T herap ists’ 
Experiences of the Effects of Working with Dissociative 
Patients by Nancy Perry.) Results show a high proportion of 
difficulties for the counsellor including unique ethical ques
tions, changes in relationships with others, and conflict with 
colleagues. The counsellor will probably have a great deal of 
inner turmoil and this will need to be dealt with. They will 
need to do ongoing personal work as well as having regular 
supervision. The supervisor also needs to be adequately qual
ified. Without all this, the counsellor is unlikely to be able to 
be real with the client as they need to be.

I know that there are counsellors who virtually tell clients 
that they have been ritually abused. This is a difficult area. 
Obviously an experienced counsellor is going to see signs in
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a client that the person may not yet be 
aware of. I think it is fine for a coun
sellor to suggest that the client think 
about possibilities, depending on how 
the client is going. I do think that when 
a client is ready, they remember abuse. 
On the other hand i t ’s harder to 
remember bizarre abuse because it’s 
harder to make sense out of such 
memories.

I have heard a counsellor being dog
matic about how healing from ritual 
abuse should go. I believe this dogma
tism is disrespectful to survivors, and 
is about seeking individual power 
rather than seeking understanding and 
connecting with others. Just because 
some new terrible aspect of humanity 
emerges, this should not mean that 
those who are around the survivors 
should claim authority. Each survivor 
is an individual. Our experiences have 
common features, and important dif
ferences.

It has also been said that profession
als working with survivors of this kind 
of abuse should “throw out almost 
everything [they] know”. I think this is 
dangerous nonsense. First of all, I 
don’t know of any counsellor who is 
totally equipped to work with ritual 
abuse survivors. There are certainly, to 
my knowledge, no venues where sur
vivors can safely and appropriately go 
when they need time out. Because this 
abuse has only lately been emerging 
into general awareness, there can be no 
certain best way to do this work. I 
believe it is essential for counsellors 
working with ritual abuse survivors to 
work together in developing their 
knowledge base and their abilities in 
this field. (There is a U.S. organisation 
set up so that therapists encountering 
clients with “multiple systems” (often 
having been ritually abused) can gain 
support and inform ation. It is the 
International Society for the Study of 
Multiple Personality & Disassociation, 
5700 Old Orchard Road, First Floor, 
Skokie, EL 60077 - 1057, USA. There 
is a regular newsletter and other infor
mation available.)

I see some counsellors and others 
associated with women dealing with 
ritual abuse buying into the “awe full 
power” of the abusive group. In other

words they get a bit paranoid. I know 
as well as most that perpetrators of rit
ual abuse are dangerous. This does not 
make them omnipotent. It is important 
therefore for counsellors - and people 
who write about ritual abuse - to “stay 
ordinary”.

Connected with this, sometimes 
counsellors (or writers) set ritual abuse 
perpetrators apart from other human 
beings. In my opinion they are part of 
the continuum of the patriarchy and 
that includes us all. Every person in 
the patriarchy grows up in an abusive 
system. However little we like it, we 
therefore all have within us aspects 
that abuse other people. I believe that 
what matters is that we are committed 
to getting rid of the abuser within our
selves and developing our most posi
tive aspects.

I have also found that when people 
write or talk about ritual abuse, the pre
senters often try to persuade the audi
ence into a belief system. I think they 
should present information (including 
their own belief system) in an open 
and factual way. When persuasion is 
used it tends to discourage people from 
useful discussion. I know that many 
people would like to deny ritual abuse 
happens at all. This can make me feel 
crazy. However I believe it is possible 
to present information clearly and 
carefully, respecting survivors, and still 
keep discussion open.

One of the most difficult things for 
many survivors of this abuse is the 
sensationalist way the media handles 
the topic. Sadly, Broadsheet is no 
exception. You had an article on ritual 
abuse recently (Spring 1993) and the 
heading on the outside cover read 
“Ritual Abuse: Shocking NZ Story”. 
This sort of garbage belongs to Truth, 
not a feminist magazine. When you 
“shock” people you make the topic 
freakish and set it apart from other 
human behaviour. This then encour
ages people to see those who have 
been ritually abused as separate from 
everyone else. It encourages the sur
vivors to see themselves this way too. 
Because ritual abuse isolates victims, 
people talking about it should take care 
not to repeat this aspect of the abuse.

I advise anyone seeking counselling

if they think they may have been ritually 
abused, to check out the counsellor:

1. What experience does this coun
sellor have with people dealing with 
ritual abuse effects? What links to 
other counsellors experienced in this 
area?

2. In what ways does this counsellor 
inform themself in an ongoing way 
about ritual abuse?

3. What professional body does this 
counsellor belong to, so that they can 
be accountable?

4. Does this counsellor have fort
nightly supervision? What qualifica
tions, experience and accountability 
does the supervisor have?

5. Does this counsellor do ongoing 
personal work? In my opinion there 
needs to be a balance in counsellors’ 
work, and a good support system 
including adequate recreation.

6. How does the client feel about the 
counsellor? It is important to trust 
one’s feelings as party of deciding. 
Clear thinking has a place here too.

I have written this piece from my 
own point of view. In my opinion 
there are very clear ethical, feminist 
ways in which counsellors should dis
cuss their work with women (or chil
dren or men) dealing with the effects 
of ritual abuse. The first is to maintain 
absolute confidentiality. I know of at 
least one counsellor or healer who has 
not maintained confidentiality. With 
regard to ritual abuse, failure to do this 
is not only a betrayal of trust, it can put 
a survivor in a life-threatening posi
tion.

A second way is to seek permission 
from survivors where they have gained 
information, each and every time they 
choose to do publicity about ritual 
abuse. Any woman can change her 
mind about how she wants information 
about her life used by another person, 
especially around abuse. Failure to be 
accountable in these ways is to build a 
career, an ego, out of other women’s 
survivors’ pain.

Ritual abuse has powerful friends. 
Public awareness and discussion are 
among the first steps to ending it.
•AJR
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L e s b ia n
 ̂ Police s 

Secret Ball
The Lesbian Police’s Secret Ball 

was held on Saturday evening, the 
5 th  o f F eb ru ary  in the E llen  
M e lv ille  H a ll, as p a rt o f the 

Auckland Hero festival - “a celebration 
of gay and lesbian diversity.” It was the 
only Lesbian-only event in the fortnight 
long festival, and despite the competing 
Symphony in the Park it was packed out. 
There was a Hero women’s music festi
val and a Hero women's art exhibition, 
but in both these events the participants 
were not all lesbian, and “men are wel
com e” . Hero is an event dominated by 
gay m en and by ‘b r id g e -b u ild in g ’ 
between gays and lesbians Is this a sign 
of what the 90’s hold for lesbians?

The ball itself was a sign of where the 
lesbian community is at in 1994. It was 
not a ball, but a parody of TV games 
shows, complete with a handsome com
pere and a very glamourous assistant and 
panels from the audience choosing from 
a b a rrag e  o f  p o lit ic a lly  in c o rre c t 
answers.st the judges were A uckland’s 
m ost p u b lic  le sb ian s  and N Z ’s best 
known po litical lesbian unexpectedly 
sang like a professional in the park.

Younger friends in the audience said 
many of the politically incorrect refer
ences were incom prehensible to them, 
and it certainly w ouldn’t have been a 
show for a ‘new ’ lesbian. Like games 
shows it assumed a commonality in its 
audience, and for most of us it illuminat
ed what we shared.s a great sense of a

community enjoying itself, laughing at 
itself and at last, sure enough not to take 
itself too seriously.

It's not ju s t that w e’re in the post
fem inist, non-sexual-identity-labelling 
era of the 9 0 ’s, but that, I th ink, the 
Human Rights Bill has at last publically 
affirmed our right to publically exist. So 
we no longer have to police ourselves; 
we can let go.

Lesbian events of the late 70’s and 
80’s used to be serious and confronta
tional, and rightly so. We were finding 
and defining ourselves. Individual les
bians existed before, but for the first time 
in the seventies there was an internation
al com m unity which had to invent its 
own culture - its songs, its literature, its 
lifestyle and its responsibilities/. I ’d like 
to believe that the pre-90’s lesbians of 
the western world did this with courage, 
honesty and a committed seriousness.

But now, an event like the Lesbian 
Police’s Secret Ball, with its self mock
ery, its self referential irony and its sheer 
exuberance  suggests  tha t its tim e to 
relax.

Opposite are a few of the questions 
asked by the very suave MC and the 
most glamourously fat assistant (eat your 
heart out Roseanne). I begin with the 
question that got the most catcalls and 
laughs.

Those lesbians out of Auckland might 
like to think of their own variants.
• Aorewa McLeod
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Corruption and bias 
ruled the panel of 
judges; from left: 
Hillary King, Maryan 
Street and Jan 
Eagleton

1. There should be more contact between the 
Lesbian and gay communities because?

•Bonus points to anyone with a decent 
answer - double bonus points for an 
indecent answer.

2. A clitoris is?
•south of your belly button 
•north of Alaska
•a button on your video you don’t know 
what to do with

3. French and Saunders are Lesbians
•true 
•false 
•I wish
•only as a hobby

4. A lipstick Lesbian doesn’t have which of the 
following?

•a social analysis 
•a sense of herstory 
•a tattoo 
•leg hair

5. You know you’re in the closet when?
•the only dykes you know are found in 
Holland
•you reverse the spines of your lesbian 
books when your relies visit 
•you wear a paper bag on your head at 
the clubs

6. Lesbians could take over the world if?
•they could agree on a starting time

•they could show up for the starting time 
•they could get a consensus on what a 
takeover is
•they could get out of bed long enough

7. A Lesbian marriage made in heaven is?
•two Picean co-dependents 
•hers and hers matching vibrators 
•a purple cottage in Grey Lynn 
•two dogs and three cats 
•marriage is a patriarchal concept any 
way

8. How many partially completed arts degrees per 
square metre are there in a Lesbian gathering?

•6
•66
•666
•ask audience

9. A Freudian slip is?
•Bendon’s new summer line 
•a landslide on state highway 1 
•a Viennese psychologist in his under 
wear
•an obscure women’s band from the 80’s

10. How long can a Lesbian go before she gets 
political?

•the ad breaks in Shortland Street 
•as long as it takes for her nails to dry 
•3rd movie where the lesbian goes 
straight and the other woman kills her 
self
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R&flBNexhibition
HERO WOMEN 
Morgan le Fay Gallery 
7th - 26th February 1994

A s part o f the H ero celebra
tions fo r 1994 the M organ 
le  F ay  g a lle ry  h o s ted  the  
H e ro  W o m e n ’s A r t  

Exhibition.
Sm aller than  last years show  at 

the  Ju d ith  A n d e rso n  G a lle ry  th is  
invited entry exhibition allow ed the 
six exhibiting artists plenty o f space 
to display their work.

L in d a  S a b b a g e ’s f iv e  p ie c e s  
m ade for superb view ing in the form  
o f a m ixed m edia  w all installa tion  
c a p tu r in g  th e  a t te n tio n  o f  m a n y  
viewers. L inda skillfully incorporat
ed contem porary  im ages alongside 
th o se  fro m  th e  m id  R e n a is sa n c e , 
juxtaposing the politic o f the beauty 
m y th  in  ‘M o u th  P o e try ’ w ith  the  
austerity and stillness o f the w edding 
portrait o f ‘B attista  S fo rza’, orig i
n a lly  p a in te d  in  a ro u n d  1474 by  
P iero  d e lla  F rancesca . T h is rec re 
a tio n  o f  th e  R e n a issa n c e  id ea l o f  
beauty, w ith B attista show n in p ro 
file w ith her pale pallor, high fore
head, blonde hair and beautiful jew 
els is com pleted w ith the addition of

te x t an d  im a g e s  re la tin g  to  the  
ex pecta tions o f  fifteen th  cen tu ry  
beauty.

Fran M am o similarly uses clas
sic im ages o f beauty to accompany 
her pa in terly  c an v as’ in ‘Sappho 
D e c o n s tru c ts  th e  P a tr ia rc h ’ and 
‘G ertrude  C o n stru c ts  a H is to ry ’. 
Im ages o f rom antic courtly lesbian 
love from  the e igh teen th  century  
serve to  illustrate the w ritings o f 
G ertude  S te in  w h ich  are scribed  
onto the luscious textured canvases 
in both the aforem entioned works.

A drienne M artyn m akes a wel
com ed return to A uckland with the 
inclusion o f three black and white 
pho tographs o f the ‘L o u v re ’, ‘St 
John’ and ‘St Sebastian’. This large 
unfram ed w orks sim ply pinned to 
the wall m ake for sublim e viewing.

C o m p le m e n tin g  A d r ie n n e ’s 
w ork well is a  single hand coloured 
p h o to m o n ta g e  o f  th e  A u c k la n d  
C o m in g  O u t P a rad e  by M elan ie  
C hurch. M elanie has successfully 
cap tured  the excitem ent, celeb ra
tion and pride o f the parade which 
was held in O ctober 1993.

W orking in a m ore illustrative 
m anner, the tw o w orks o f Sharon 
Alston show her recognised skill as 
a draughtsw om an.O n a large m ot

tled canvas, Sharon has paint
ed  th e  te x t . . . ’T on to  and  the 
L o n e  R a n g e r  Q u ic k ly  
E m brace before  H eading the 
Baddies off at the Pass’ caus
ing a lot o f viewers to stop and 
c h u c k le  to  th e m s e lv e s .  
Sharon’s second piece ‘Green 
W a v e s ’ is  a m a g n if ic e n t  
w a te r c o lo u r  o f  a s u ite d  
wom an standing before a w in
dow that looks out onto huge 
g re e n  w a v e s , w ith  th e  te x t 
f ro m  a s o n g  by  k .d . lan g
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inscribed to the right o f the window.
C o n c lu d in g  th e  e x h ib it io n  on  a 

c o m ic a l n o te  is th e  in s ta l la t io n  by  
Felicity Abbott, entitled ‘in m y grand
m o th ers  h o u se  are  m an y  te a p o ts .. .’ 
W hat on first inspection seem s to be a 
perfectly ordinary teapot, tea cosy and 
em bro ided  do ily  sitting  on a n est o f 
tables, is infact one o f her quirky les
bian  teapots w ith it’s double handles 
and double spouts.

• Ros Spratt

(Far Left) ‘Coming Out Parade 1993’ - 
Melanie Church.
(Top Left) ‘Gertrude Constructs A 
History’ - Fran Marno.
(Top Right) ‘Mouth Poetry’ - 
Linda Sabbage.
(Right) ‘Battista - Other Lovers’ - 
Linda Sabbage.
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review////??
Viewing Difference

J ane Cam pion has put New 
Zealand women’s filmmaking 
on the m ap, but there  are 
many other women film and 

videomakers doing exciting things in 
New Zealand right now. Several of 
them had the opportunity to have 
their work screened during the exhi
bition Alter/Image : Feminism and 
Representation in New Zealand Art 
1973-1993 which ran at the City 
Gallery in Wellington from 1 August 
1993 to 21 November 1993 and at the 
Auckland City Art Gallery from 17 
December 1993 to 20 February 1994. 
D uring the e x h ib itio n ’s run in 
A uckland a w eekend sem inar on 
feminist film and video practice in 
Aotearoa was held. This seminar, “A 
Different View” included a screening 
of seven short videos and films by 
New Zealand women. Diverse, chal
lenging, entertaining and informative, 
they were a good cross-section of 
what’s happening in feminist film- 
making.

Two of the films were fiction - 
Athina Tsoulis’ ‘The Invisible Hand’, 
and ‘Moko Puna’ by Whetu Fala - 
although in keeping with the feminist 
focus of the event they both deal with 
im portant issues. ‘The Invisib le 
Hand’ looks at one part of the sex 
industry - phone sex - and the eco
nomic realities for the women who 
work in this area. Scenes of a busi
nessman masturbating in his office to 
a phone call are cleverly interspersed 
with scenes o f the woman on the 
other end of the line doing the dishes 
and peeling potatoes while simulating 
an orgasm.

‘Moko Puna’ is a short black and 
white film that follows Mere (actor

A weekend 
seminar on 
feminist film and 
video practice in 
Aotearoa was 
held in Auckland. 
Included was a 
screening of 
seven short 
videos and films 
by New Zealand 
women. Diverse, 
challenging, 
entertaining and 
informative, they 
were a good 
cross-section of 
what’s happening 
in feminist 
filmmaking.

Roma Potiki) on a short walk through 
Wellington. As she walks she has 
flashes of her foremothers - from her 
namesake Mere, who saved her peo
p le s ’ line, dow n to her m other, 
protesting in a land march. The rea
son for the memories becomes clear 
at the end of the film, in a neat ending 
which I don’t want to spoil! This 
work turns standard images and por
trayals o f M aori wom en on their 
heads.

‘Suck’ by Siobhan Oldham, ‘Wog 
F e a tu re s ’ by L isa  R eihana and 
‘Sweetness’ by Rachel Davies are the 
m ost experim en tal o f the film s 
screened. ‘Suck’ explores women’s 
sexuality and advertising reflections 
of women through diverse images - a 
burning Barbie doll and the Mona 
Lisa cutting herself out of her clothes 
among them. It was originally created 
for a videowall screening and its mul
tiple images (thirty-six ‘screens’) 
assault the viewer without pausing. 
Lisa Reihana’s ‘Wog Features’ uses 
a mixture of live action, animation 
and rap music to explore racism and 
sexism. Golliwogs and minstrels are 
am ong the im ages analysed. 
‘Sweetness’ is a disturbing piece in 
which a young woman lip-synchs to 
a recording of a man’s remembrance 
of his sexual abuse by a scout-leader. 
The camera never moves, focusing 
the viewer’s attention on the words 
and the face of the woman. I had a 
problem  with the silencing of the 
woman and the replacement of her 
own voice with that of a man - partic
ularly when women’s recollections of 
abuse are so frequently ignored, dis
believed and silenced.

The last two pieces were also 
described as experimental, but were 
much more accessible. ‘Domestic 
Purposes’ is an animated work by
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Jane Gratowski which uses the 
voice of a woman speaking about 
life on a benefit with animated 
plasticine figures. This is inter
spersed with black and white text 
giving statistical, and often horri
fy ing, in fo rm ation  abou t the 
D om estic  P urposes B enefit. 
Annie Goldson’s ‘Wake’ was the 
final, and the longest, film. An 
experim ental docum entary, it 
explores the connections between 
representation and reality, and 
their links to immigration. Using 
pa in tings from  the 1850s 
designed to lure Pakeha im m i
grants to A otearoa , and her 
father’s film footage of the 1960s, 
taken to convince his family to 
emigrate, she explores the view of 
Aotearoa as both the ‘promised 
land’ and the ‘land which was 
promised’.

The one thing that all these 
film s had in com m on was the 
challenge they presented to the 
accepted  view  o f w om en, o f 
Aotearoa/N ew Zealand and of 
film itself. The work o f these 
women, and of other filmmakers, 
is new, exciting and thought-pro
voking - isn’t it about time they 
got a wider screening?

• Rachel Cooper

*  If you want to see these films and videos:
The Moving Image Centre in Auckland was involved in organising this 
screening. The Centre has a film and video library for its members where 
most of these works can be viewed. Write to or phone:
The Moving Image Centre 
PO Box 106-097 
Auckland
ph/fax (09) 373 2772

▲ Tina Regtien as “Sue”, a 
phone sex worker in Athina 
Tsoulis’ The Invisible Hand.

Autumn 1994 BROADSHEET 51



PESNBNm USIC
STILL SHINNING ON 
Jess Hawk Oakenstar

A t the beginning of last 
y ear I w as lucky  
enough to m eet w ith 
Jess H aw k O akenstar 

when she was here for the release 
of Leave a Little Light Behind, 
and I go t a copy  o f  the tape  
myself to review. However, due 
to many and varied occurances 
the review of Jess’s tape has not 
yet eventuated in print - ‘til now.

At the time of the tape’s release 
anyone having the dubious plea
sure of riding in my car was 
eradedjand soothed by the dulcet 
tones of Jess - sorta made up for 
the shabby su rro u n d in g s and 
‘urban rally’ driving. I probably 
didn’t convert many passengers 
to my style of street (fnanouve 
but more than a few got out o f 
my car saying they were off to buy a copy of Leave a 
Little Light Behind, and I certainly hope they did! Not 
just as an aural balm for stressed nerves but for the sheer 
enjoyment of listening to a fine, strong woman’s voice 
singing wonderful songs of experience, affirmation and 
love.

In the interview I did with Jess she talked about her 
musical influences, the recording of Leave a Little Light 
B eh ind , and som e o f  the songs on th is re lease  
(Broadsheet 197 - Autumn); it seems unnecessary to 
repeat all of it here as I’m sure you’ve read the interview! 
However, to briefly reiterate; with the exception of the 
title track, (by Jeff Dayton, who produced the recording) 
the songs on Leave a Little Light Behind were written by 
Jess over a period of years - most since living in the US, 
others were earlier penned but hadn’t yet been recorded. 
Fans of Jess will recognise ‘Dear Gertrude Stein’ - from 
Renee’s show ‘Bom to Clean’ - apd her heartfelt song of 
self love and acceptance (perhaps my favourite) ‘Gift’, 
w hich p rev iously  appeared  on the W eb W om en’s 
Collective album ‘Out of the Comers’. With the musi
cians from Glen Campbell’s ‘on the road’ band playing 
sharp ‘n sure and our own Hilary King doing backing,

Jess’s smooth, strong vocals get a 
great outing on topics as diverse 
as incest, the Gulf War and musi
cal therapy. W hile Joan Baez 
may have influenced Jess in earli
er tim es, the curren t acoustic 
music revival in the States has 
had a d e fin ite  im pact on her 
music, and a musician in particu
lar is David Wilcox - yet to reach 
acc la im  here d o w nunder - 
“another singer /  guitarist / song
writer; wonderful guitar playing 
and beautiful m essages in his 
songs”.

Jess’s style of music has been 
referred  to as a country-fo lk- 
crossover and being ‘a new genre 
of women’s country music’, and 
th a t’s a p re tty  good  w ay o f 
putting it. This tape is a melodic 
co rnucop ia  o f easy listening.
T h e re ’s the d is tin c t coun try  

twang of Nashville, the soulful swing low of the southern 
states, folksy refrains and sing along ballads.

To refresh my brain cell depleted memory I’ve recently 
been playing Leave a Little Light Behind lots, and it’s 
been like a reunion with a special friend; comfortable, 
embracing and a little exciting. Music such as this, like a 
special friendship, endures without losing any of the 
appeal. I’ll happily admit to getting a little separatist in 
my musical tastes these days, if you’re inclined to be the 
same then I know you’ll enjoy Leave a Little Light 
Behind - a compilation that really does shine on.

(PS - All those passengers who remarked they were off 
to buy Leave a Little Light Behind must have done so 
because the W omen’s Bookshop sold out of their stock 
and are now having to import copies from the States. Jess 
currently is planning further recording, in between many 
miles of touring and acclaimed appearances at women’s 
festivals. So, we can soon savour another release from 
this superb singing woman and (cross fingers) anticipate 
seeing Jess back here again - Yah!)

• Lisa Howard-Smith
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REMEWbooks
FIRE WITH FIRE The new female power 
and how it will change the 21 st Century 
Naomi Wolf RANDOM HOUSE $29.95

I should begin this review with a small 
confession: I like and approve of Naomi 
Wolf. I enjoyed The Beauty Myth. And 
as it turned out, I also enjoyed Fire with 

Fire. However, my early  reading was 
marked by a feeling of near-hostile caution.
Many murmerings had warned me of Naomi 
W olf’s middle-class elitism, to name the 
kindest of the complaints. The language of 
“power” and “winner” on the cover increased 
my fears of finding a “we-got-it-all-babe” 
treatise dressed up in feminist drag.

In fact, what I found was an impassioned 
and effective polemic by a clearly committed 
feminist. Certainly large portions of this 
are aimed directly and unequivocally at a 
middle-class reader, but the effect is cor
rective rather than exclusionary.

By neither disguising nor deriding mid- 1 
dle-class issues, Naomi provides some 
much needed discussion of what being 
middle-class and feminist does - and 
could - involve. Some might find good 
reason to complain about Naomi’s intel
lectual elitism in this book since she still 
loves her compound sentances. Her 
prose style is at times intricate to the 
point of incomprehension. Her use of sat
uration statistics drove me to screaming 
point. However, though herself accused 
of inaccessibility, Naomi provides one of 
the most entertaining and clear criticisms 
of academic feminism I have yet to read.

Just as Naomi’s discussion of power 
and money is largely indebted to the experiences and poli
cies of both the black and lesbian/gay movements so too is 
her response to feminism and stereotypes. She persuasively 
argues the need to confront the truth as well as the lies 
embodied in stereotyping feminists. She also pinpoints the 
dangers of stereotypes that feminists have created them
selves.

Her analysis of “low” cultural phenonomena such as 
advertisements, women’s magazines, talkshows and daytime 
t.v. - and feminist attitudes towards them - raises some inter
esting points, not least exposing the innate snobbery of the 
fact that some feminists deride, criticise or simply overlook 
the very media that the vast majority of women are consum
ing.

Raising ‘interesting points’ is a large part of what this 
book is about, and why almost any reader should find some

thing to offend and inspire them here. 
Naomi’s determined slaughter of sacred 
cows opens up debate on a stunning 
number of traditionally sensitive issues: 

i the middle-class; money; power; objec- 
I tification; sexual assault; lipstick les- 
! bians; men as feminists. Naomi persua

sively argues the need to discuss our 
differences in an air of open disagree- 

I ment. If the lessons of the ‘80s was that 
differences should and must not be 
ignored, perhaps the lesson of the ‘90s 
is that suppressing disagreement is 
ultimately destructive however justi
fied or well intentioned. 

l i  Differences amongst women have 
always served as a tool to separate 

them. Perhaps the most valuable thing 
that Naomi’s argument provides for me is 
her review wand retrieval of a broad con
cept of sisterhood: the primary focus of 
fighting for all womens rights whether we 
love and approve of the rights that some 
women want.

Naomi’s greatest strength as a writer 
lies in her art of capturing the concerns 
and issues circulating about her. As with 
“the beauty myth”, what she says here is 
neither new nor neccesarily right, but the 
fact that she says it is satisfying. Overall, I 
found Fire with Fire highly readable, fas
cinating and at times very amusing. It was 
irritating, inspiring, offensive and con
firming. Read it.
• Barbara Bennett

GOOD BONES 
Margaret Atwood VIRAGO $16.95

In 1983 Margaret Atwood published a collection of short 
prose pieces called Murder in the Dark. They are marvel
lously witty and stylish ruminations on sexual relations, 
men, romantic fiction etc. She read some of them when 

she was here for her promotional tour of The Handmaid’s 
Tale and they were a superb choice, far better than an extract 
from the novel, for they are pure distilled essence of 
Atwood. Now, ten years later we have a similar collection - 
Good Bones. These are still funny, but there’s also a sardonic 
dark underside which focuses on male violence, the female 
body, our predilection for bad news over good, the 
inevitability of death and just how strange human beings are. 
There are also a group of wickedly perceptive pieces which 
explore narratology - the art of story telling. “There Was 
Once” begins conventionally - “There was once a poor girl,
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as beautiful as she was good who lived 
with her wicked stepmother in a house 
in the forest.” But with the constant 
querying of the narrative assumptions 
of this seemingly simple text by a 
politically correct deconstructive 
interlocutor the fairy story collapses.
W hen Rachel, from  A uck land’s 
Women’s Bookshop, and her mother 
read this at a pre-Christmas reading 
of favourite books the audience was 
beside itself with laughter. But like j 
most of these pieces “There Was 
Once” is also making a serious point 
- about the difficulty of contempo
rary fictionalising when we can no 
longer accept the old certainties.

One piece, “Poppies: Three 
Variations”, takes five lines of a poem 
and writes three two-page prose pieces using the words of 
the poem, in the same order, embedded in the text. It’s like a 
writing group exercise, but the result is three miniatures of 
vintage Atwood storytelling - clever, intriguing, macabre and 
upsetting.

The title story “Good Bones” comes from that phrase, 
“You have good bones” and is indeed about our relationship 
with the bones within us. Like many of the pieces it made 
me see the sheer oddness of our bodies and lives in this 
“alien territory” called life. Perhaps the most moving piece 
visualises a past reincarnation as a bat - where the alien ugli
ness and insanity of humans contrasts with “the beauty of 
slippery wings and sharp white canines and shining eyes.” 
And there are other pieces on the oddness of gender differ
ences and the ways discourses perceive gender - “Let Us 
Now Praise Stupid Women”. My favourite piece “Making a 
Man” begins:

This month we’ll take a break from crocheted string biki
nis and Leftovers Rechaullees to give our readers some tips 
on how to create, in their very own kitchens and rumpus 
rooms, an item that is both practical and decorative. It’s nice 
to have one of these around the house, either out on the lawn 
looking busy, or propped in a chair, prone or erect. Choose 
the coverings to match the drapes!

When worn out, they can be recovered and used as 
doorstops.

1. Traditional method
Take some dust from the ground. Form. Breathe into the 
nostrils—

These stories are indeed the bones of the body of Atwood 
the fabulator - her distinctive way of seeing, her mordant 
humour, her intelligence and above al her self awareness and 
skill as a storyteller.
• Aorewa McLeod

Unfinished business: What happened to 
the Cartwright Report?
Sandra Coney Ed. WOMEN’S HEALTH 
ACTION $29.95

n 1988 Judge (now Dame) Sylvia 
Cartwright completed her Report o f the 
Cervical Cancer Inquiry. It examined 
the allegations concerning the treatment 

(or lack of it) of women with cervical can
cer at National Women’s Hospital. A num
ber of changes were recommended in the 
practice of m edicine and research at 
National Women’s Hospital, and the estab
lishment of a National Cervical Screening 
Programme. Some of the changes related to 
the recalling of all the women who had been 

JJ involved in the cervical cancer ‘experiment’, 
changes in codes of practice, the establish

ment of a new ethical committee, patient advo
cacy, patient information, informed consent, improved 
teaching in Medical Schools, the appointment of a Health 
Commissioner to negotiate and mediate grievances from 
patients, a statement of patient’s rights, and the development 
of a specialist oncology unit at National Women’s Hospital.

“Five years after the release of the Cartwright Report, 
progress had been made on only some of the recommenda
tions... while others were seriously off track.” Only a few of 
Judge Cartwright’s recommendations have been implement
ed as she intended. Others have been abandoned or modified 
in ways which render them unable to fulfil the purpose 
which Judge Cartwright sought. In a recently published book 
by Women’s Health Action (ed. Sandra Coney), Unfinished 
Business chronicles the ‘derailing’ of the Cartwright Report 
and its aftermath five years on. In her chapter, Sandra Coney 
identifies the key issues as:

• problems in responsibility for implementing inquiries
• resistance to the Cartwright recommendations and
• political changes, in particular the change of government 

and National’s restructuring plans.
According to Coney, “the failure of the Cartwright 

reforms occurred because a significant number of powerful 
doctors opposed them. Particular hostility emanated from a 
cabal of doctors at National Women’s Hospital. Use of the 
media created a climate of uncertainty around the Cartwright 
Inquiry, allowing bureaucracies which many not have been 
very enthusiastic about the changes anyway, to slow down 
the reform process.”

“The health restructuring created a ‘window of opportuni
ty’ enabling traditional holders of power in the health care 
area to reassert their interests. Thus they were able to turn the 
Cartwright recommendations to their own purposes: the 
maintenance of medical power and self-regulation.”

The outcome for women has not been entirely negative.
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For years women had been complain
ing about their treatment within the 
health system. They were fed up with 
having their health concerns dismissed 
as 'hysterical or neu ro tic ’. The 
Cartwright Report validated women’s 
experiences of the medical system by 
an objective analysis of the ‘facts.'
Women are now more assertive and 
aware of their rights. The health pro
fessionals, for their part, have been 
been forced to offer more information 
by which women can make deci
sions, in a language and form they 
can understand. They have had to 
create a space in which women can 
ask questions and have them 
answered in a way that is meaningful 
to them.

However, Coney warns that “without formal 
change, an ‘unfortunate experiment’ could still happen 
again.” With the restructuring of the health system and the 
introduction of a ‘market driven’, competitive environment, 
‘commercial sensitivity’ is already making it difficult for 
examples of patient abuse to come to light.

Unfinished Business is a collection of writings by women 
who made a personal commitment to and worked actively 
for the changes recommended in the Cartwright Report. 
They write from a variety of perspectives - Sandra Coney as 
consumer representative throughout the Inquiry, Helen Clark 
on the government response, Lynda Williams as the first 
Patient Advocate at National Women’s Hospital, Pauline 
Kingi chairing one of the new ethical committees, Joy 
Bickley on the impact of nurses, a group of Pacific Island 
Nurses working to bridge the gap between the health system 
and their people. These are just some of the informed, articu
late and committed women who are keeping the issues of 
women’s health alive and in the public arena. Many of us 
will have already experienced the benefits of their work - a 
National Cervical Screening Programme, a more consulta
tive relationship with our doctor.

This is a timely and important piece of writing. Even as 
this article goes to print, the Ombudsman has handed down a 
decision in respect of two South Island Crown Health 
Enterprises that allows them to withhold information in the 
interests of ‘commercial sensitivity.’ Although the book 
focuses on the Cartwright issues and their aftermath, it raises 
some universal concerns about ‘patients rights’ and our treat
ment as women in an increasingly privatised and private 
health system.
• Helen Warren
To order: Send $32.95 incl. p&p. to Women’s Health Action,
PO Box 4569, Akld.
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WALKING BACKWARDS INTO THE 
FUTURE: A Collection of Essays com
missioned by WOMEN’S ELECTORAL 
LOBBY

t is disappointing to review a collec
tion of essays purported to examine 
areas of concern to NZ women over 
the last 100 years w hich fails to 

include chapters on sexual orientation, 
ethnicity or Maori issues. The Women’s 
Electoral Lobby, a feminist organisation 
which encourages the participation of 
women in decision m aking positions, 
published the book in celebration  of 
W om en’s Suffrage. Their aim was to 
allow women’s voices to be heard.
A disclaimer that the editors attempted to 
in c lude  a w ider rep re sen ta tio n  o f  

women’s interests is simply unsatisfactory. 
Last year was also the Year of Indigenous Peoples.

These omissions however are not the fault of those who 
did contribute. Pru Hyman, an economist, opens the col
lection with an excellent overview of economic change in 
the last 100 years. Although acknowledging that it is dif
ficult not to be overwhelmed by the depressing trends of 
the last 100 years, Hyman outlines a radical economic 
agenda and strategies for reorganising society. Her sug
gestions, which include consumer boycotts and a retreat 
from growth and competitivenous are sensible and, if 
nothing else, needed to be voiced to help pull debate back 
from the economic right. Hyman’s optimism, although 
guarded, is very refreshing.

Unfortunately this chapter is followed by an already 
dated contribution from Helena Catt urging us to vote 
MMP. Despite containing interesting historical and inter
national information in her essay, it now reads more like 
campaign material than a history of women and the elec
toral system.

Jane Ritchie outlines some of the legal and political 
developments which have affected childbearing practices 
and women as mothers.

A series of studies enables her to document striking 
changes over the past few decades. She points out that for 
example, that there has been a dramatic “loosening of the 
close mother-child ties we had noted in the 1960s...Of the 
1960s mothers 86 percent never had a weekend away in 
the child’s first years of existence. Only 17 percent for the 
1970s mothers were so closely confined to home and 
family.” P 36.

Although mothers may not be coping so well in the
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90s, with benefit cuts and high levels of 
unemployment, Ritchie says that two 
decades o f cam paign ing  have co n 
tribu ted  to “rem arkab le  changes in 
mothering and childcare.” Page 46.

H elen Clark, Penny Jam ieson and 
Shona Hearn discuss women and health, 
spirituality and education respectively.
Hearn, although claiming only to speak 
for herself as a “practising secondary 
teacher, a feminist and unionist” clearly 
docum ents the long struggle wom en 
teachers have had against the injustice of 
discrimination and lost career opportuni
ties. What an indictment on our society 
that her dream for the future is that there 
will be a time when feminist teachers can spend less time 
defending their own conditions and can work towards 
creating a tmly anti-sexist education system.

Other contributions include Dorothy Stafford’s Women 
and Management, M argaret W ilson’s Women and the 
Law  and Sue B ra d fo rd ’s ch ap te r  on W om en and 
Unemployment.

Sue Bradford’s account is a blistering attack on middle 
class women who turned their backs on the struggles of 
the unemployed and run away from issues of class and 
power.

At the same time union women were pouring all their 
energy into the pay equity campaign. “Women in univer
sities were getting their heads around issues of language 
and sem iotics, post-structural fem inism  and so on. 
Perhaps great strides were being taken in the liberation of 
language and thought, but what about the fate of their sis
ters queuing  up in the local D epartm en t o f Social 
Welfare.” P98.

It is, however, the final chapter by Margaret Shields 
which the editors should have heeded. In ‘NZ and the 
International W omen’s Movement’ she points out “While 
we officially claim our bicultural heritage, we have yet to 
derive real strength from it, beyond self conscious inclu
sion of Maori greetings at official functions. We are still 
at the stage of displaying the form rather than internalis
ing the content of biculturalism.” Pg 122.

Shields should be left with the last word:
Walking Backwards into the Future 
Me titiro whakamuri tatou 
Kia mohio ai 
Me pehea haere ki mua 

• Alexa Bruce

REFUGEE WOMEN AND THEIR MEN
TAL HEALTH: Shattered Societies, 
Shattered Lives.
Ellen Cole, Olivia M Espin, Esther 
Rothblum Ed. THE HAWTHORNE 
PRESS INC.

his book is written by acad
em ics and targets “social 
scientists and/or clinicians”. 
However, it is worth a look 

for all feminists who are trying to 
deve lop  an u n d erstan d in g  o f 
wom en’s experiences outside their 
own networks and social groups, and 
for women wanting to connect with 
their sisters in the four comers of the

world.
It is set out in easily read paragraphs, and contains horrific 
but inspiring accounts of women’s lives across the spec
trum of social dislocation. From the preconditions of 
social and political upheaval in their own countries to the 
eventual move and subsequent adjustm ent in a new 
home, each woman's story is described in a personal and 
meaningful way, followed by an analysis that attempts to 
put their experience into a broader context. However, 
Western notions of ‘mental health’ and psychological 
therapies seem slightly out o f place and incongruous 
when dealing with experiences beyond the comprehen
sion of many of us living in New Zealand.
This is not a book for the faint-hearted. It tells it ‘like it 
is’. It is also a book of hope and triumph. It is the kind of 
book you can ‘dip’ into, not the sort you pick up and read 
from beginning to end, but it should not be left exclusive
ly for the academics.
• Helen Warren
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UNTAMED TONGUES - Wild Words 
from Wild Women
Autumn Stephens TANDEM PRESS

I f  you pride yourself in having a 
tongue that can flay flesh at fifteen 
paces then this slim  volum e is 
packed with enough rapier like 

retorts to keep you slashing with savvy 
for sometime.

The cover pic is that of one of the 
most famed terisile tipped tongues her
self, Mae West. Entirely appropriate 
given the caustic comments contained 
within. Gathered together under such 
headings as; G arrulous Goddesses, 
Libidinous Lingo and Tart Retorts, 
Peeved Eves, and Phallus Free 
Philosophy, are over two hundred 'sling 
shots' on Lives, Loves and the Sexes. 
Ideal for honing ones verbal edge; per
haps for the next occasion another 
needs to be cut down to size.

The entreaties after some of these m 
querulous quotes are often more | 
humourous than the original utter
ance. Proving that Autumn Stephens 
is obviously a wom an with her 
tongue firmly planted in her cheek - 
when it's not being thrust down 
someone elses throat! Untamed 
Tongues is a must for the coffee 
table of those who enjoy a good ver- i§! 
bal joust.
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THE FIRST TIME: Women speak 
out about‘Losing their Virginity”
Karen Bouris TANDEM PRESS Thcu

I
t was probably the voyeuris- S'itgj n'm"
tic streak in m yself that p  • #

prompted me to pick up this 
book - a curiosity of how oth

ers do/did it! Author Karen Bouris K \ N
writes that the reason she was first *u «■- f wm,:
compelled to put together this col
lection of women's experiences was because she 
"found it odd that in all the research, all the exploration of 

females sexuality, nobody ever asked the questions: What 
was your sexual initiation like? How did you feel about 'los
ing your virginity'?" And she wanted to know what other 
women felt about their 'first time', what impact it had had on 
their future sexuality. So she decided to find out!

That decision has resulted in an extremely readable book. 
The First Time' is a compilation of some of the responses

that Karen Bouris received to a distrib
uted questionnaire; prefaced with her 
comments regarding the chapter in 
which they are grouped. There are 
titles such as; Wedding Nights - or 
Almost, Pressure from all Directions, 
Just Get it Over With and (even) 
W omen Loving W omen! They 
encompass a myriad of experiences. 
For many - m ost even - of the 
women, their first sexual experience 
was nothing like the magical moment 
it is so often portrayed as; bells ring
ing, stars shooting and the earth mov
ing! I expect many readers will be 
able to empathise also.

These women, in sharing their sto
ries, offer readers the opportunity to 
consider what a 'good' first experi
ence should be. It would include a 
healthy sense of self esteem, con
scious choice about being sexual, 
proper sex education (regarding the 
female body), good communication 
and a sensitive partner. And this 
what I consider the greatest worth of 
this book to be; by informing young 
women who may be about to 
become sexually active, in a non- 
judgmental, way of their choices. I 
strongly recommend that 'The First 
Time’ be included in all secondary 
school libraries, and even introduced 
at intermediate school level.

There is also in teresting, and 
diverse, discussion in the chapter 
Losing 'Losing your Virginity', con
sidering the concept of what defines 
'virginity' and in what way - and what 
is it - that actually gets 'lost'? As 

J  M arilyn Frye has remarked in her 
book Willful Virgin: "The word 'virgin'

. , j, f * did not originally  mean a woman
whose vagina was untouched by any 
penis, but a free woman, one not 

betrothed, not married, not bound to, not possessed by any 
man. It meant a female who is sexually and hence socially 
her own person. In any universe of patriarchy, there are no 
virgins in this sense." As a women whose own experience 
mirrored many of those included in this book, I intend keep
ing The First Time' to hand for my own daughter so that her 
'first time' might be more positive than my own.

• Lisa Howard-Smith
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WITHOUT HIERARCHY
FEMINIST 

INTERVENTIONS in  

ORGANIZATION 

THEORY AND

p r a c tic e ;

Kathleen p. iann ello

INVISIBLE FAMILIES 
Terry Stewart 
NEW WOMEN’S PRESS

Many will already be 
familiar with this 
book, Nev 
Z ealand 's owi 

'resource for family and friends 
of lesbian or gay daughters and 
sons’. I read the 'Inv isib le 
Fam ilies' when it was first 
released, and initially envisaged 
a 'double' review; with one per
spective from a lesbian, the 
other from a family member. 
However, in the hectic months 
of the year's end (’93) this was 
harder to organise than I'd antici
pated, so I'm  having to go it 
alone.

Two dozen odd pages into 
reading 'Invisib le Fam ilies' I 
wanted to rush out, buy up a heap 
of copies and distribute widely. 
Here was the cure for that insidi
ous disease of the mind, homo
phobia. Take one book, full 
strength, digest well am^volk^ - tol
erance, understanding and aware
ness would abound! How naive I 
was in my excitement. Sadly my 
own experience has shown that, 
unfortunately, this invaluable book 
is not the elixir for acceptance we 
may wish for.

As it has now been several 
months since I first eagerly read 
'Invisible Families’, I am again 
perusing it's pages. Though this 
time without the heady anticipa
tion of a healing salve literally 'at 
hand'. Rather a heavy heart and 
the recognition that sometimes j 
even sensible words and sound j 
advice are not enough. However, 
my own situation aside, I believe 
this book is a very necessary and 
valid addition to our literary his
tories and libraries; personal and 
private.

At thirty-five years old, with a 
child and a previous herstory of 
predominately heterosexual ori

entation, 'Invisible Families’ 
was not always so relevant to 
my personal circumstances. 
However, I can appreciate that 
the book's bias to younger, 
unencum bered (read child 
free), and perhaps single, peo
ple com es from  Terry 
Stew art's perspective; as 
defined by her own experi
ence. I admire her courage 
and commitment in the task 
of com piling 'Invisible 
Families'. A genuine case, I 
suspect, of 'feeling the fear 
and doing it anyway'. I'm 
sure others will also appreci
ate the subtleties of this 
book; in particular her 
endeavour to consider all 
persons involved and, I must 
say, how refreshing it was to 
see 'female first' - ie lesbian 
and gay, she/he, daughter 
and son. 'Invisible Families' 
will have worth to many 

people looking for either 
answers, information or support.

As a passing comment; in reading 
this book it became apparent that les
bians often 'have it harder', both in 
recognition and acceptance, and par
ticularly with visibility. Another 
example of women being censored 
when they dare remove themselves 
from the constraints of the 'system' - 
heterosexual privilege, the dominion 
of men and all that?
• Lisa Howard-Smith

} DECISIONS WITHOUT HIERARCHY - 
j Feminist Interventions in Organisation 

Theory and Practice 
Kathleen P. lannello ROUTLEDGE

In D ecisions W ithout H ierarchy  
Kathleen lannello explores feminist 
interventions in organisational prac
tice - consensual decision making 

and collective organisational structure 
within three feminist organisations in 
New England. Rather than answer the 
question  “Do fem in ist co llectives
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work?”, this author answers the question, “How do feminist 
collectives work?”.

The book is split into two parts. Part One questions 
organisational theory from a feminist perspective. In this 
sense it is a valuable contribution to both feminist theory 
and organisational theory. Kathleen Iannello traces the 
development of the current assumptions in organisational 
theory that hierarchy within organisations is the most effi
cient and rational organisational form. The author identifies 
hierarchical decision making and organisational structure as 
both central to bureaucratic organisation and problematic 
from a feminist perspective.

The development and inevitability of hierarchical power 
structures is juxtaposed with detailed analyses of the work
ings and philosophy of three feminist collectives in Part 
Two. A Fem inist Peace G roup, a W om en’s H ealth 
Collective, and a Business Women’s Group are described 
in terms of how decisions are made and decision making 
responsibility. The author then analyses each collective in 
terms of apparent or absence of ‘hierarchy’.

In particular, the diversity amongst such a small number 
of feminist organisations reinforced the major finding 
of this study. Given different business, legal and ethi
cal constraints the type of structures that developed 
directly flowed from the way in which decisions were 
made rather than from pressures from outside each 
collective. The organisations this author studied were 
found to use a form of modified consensus where 
structure exists without hierarchy. These organisa
tions have modified the ideal consensual decision 
making practices by making a distinction between 
critical and routine decisions. Routine decision often 
being made non- collectively.

This kind of analysis into feminist organisational 
structure is largely unavailable both to women work
ing in such organisations, and feminists within acade
mic environments, who seek to establish and main
tain more gender equitable organisations and work
places that are more sensitive to women’s specific life 
experiences and situations. D ecisions W ithout 
Hierarchy is a recommended read for women cur
rently trying to develop, maintain and understand 
their non-hierarchical organisations. Although the 
book is a very small snapshot of life in feminist 
organisations it is rich with antidotes and analysis. 
Kathleen Iannello provides us with a critical but 
explanatory look at organisations which reject hierar
chy and are attempting to build organisations from 
feminist philosophy. This author also reaches a nice 
compromise between academic analysis and practical

experience i.e. a degree is not a prerequisite for picking up 
this book! Hopefully it is the first of many studies into how 
feminist organisations work and survive.

Note: This book is currently unavailable in New Zealand, as far as 
I am aware, although The Women’s Bookshop may be able to 
obtain copies from overseas.
• Debbie Mann
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FRIENDS & LOVERS 
Jackie Calhoun NAIAD

F riends and Lovers is an 
a p p ro p ria te  nam e fo r 
this book. How many of 
us secretly had a crush 

on our best friend, in adolescence - 
p e rh ap s  ev en  still!  W h ile  she 
waxed lyrical about lounging in the 
current testerone’s arms, you fanta
sised about a som ewhat different 
scenario.

Danny, not long separated, nearly 
divorced and only recently out as a 
le sb ian , has re tu rn e d  to  h er 
Midwestern hometown with teenage 
daughter, Tracy, in tow. The story 
line for this book puts a whole new 
meaning on the term ‘home coming!' 
Particularly  when, for D anny, the 
afore-mentioned fantasy seems to be 
fast becoming fact.

K ara, b e s t frien d  s in ce  h igh  
school, has indicated that she wants 
to swap more than just secrets. But 
what o f D anny’s seem ingly fatal 
attraction to the dark and demure 
M aureen, and C hris’s persistent 

|  pursua l^  W ill gay couple, Tony 
and Michael, get away with their 
plan for the big house on Grove 
Street? W ho is the stranger that 
owns the land at the Lake? And 
just what is the nature of the rela
tionship between Tracy and friend 
Kim????

Peyton P lace  in paperback?  
Not quite, just enough side lines 
to add a little interest to the story.
A good  acc e sso ry  fo r  som e 
Sunday arvo sunbathing w hen 
the grey matter is feeling slightly 
cooked!

LONG GOODBYES (A Virginia Kelly 
Mystery)
Nikki Baker NAIAD

This is another book with a 
homecoming as part of the 
central scene. However, 
for Ginny Kelly the rea

son for returning is to attend her 
high school reunion, and perhaps 
some passions of the past.

G inny is not your usual ‘sexy 
and savvy sleuth of the dyke type’, 
as p er o th e r le sb ian  m ystery  
books, in fact her occupation with 
an investm ent firm  would have 
her analysing financial forecasts 
rather than murder, mayhem and 
motives.

Her part in this mystery is not a 
paid one and she doesn’t have an 
arsenal of hardware or glib one- 
liners at the ready; it’s a terrier 

like tenacity that involves Ginny in 
the circum stances o f this story. 
Why is Rosalee now, after so many 
years, showing an avid interest in 
Ginny, and exactly what is her con
nection with the handsome Andre? 
Who will be the murdered and who 
the m urderer? A nd will G inny’s 
parents finally accept that she is a 
lesbian?

There is an easy departure from 
the fast ‘n furious pace usually asso
ciated with our gallant gals, without 
losing any of the reader’s interest and 
curiosity. A hint of the self effacing 
style of narrative, so often apparent in 
stories of a similar tenure, is still evi
dent.

The thing I enjoyed most about this 
book is the way it is written. Not so 
much the plot and structure but the 
descriptive attention to detail. Often 

seemingly unimportant aspects of a set
ting, or a persons appearance and character, that cumula
tively add to the fullness of the writing. Author Nikki 
Baker has previously been a nominee for the Lambda 
awards with her earlier work (The Lavender House 
Murder and In the Game), perhaps Long Goodbyes will 
be the book to win her the coveted award.
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THE SPY IN QUESTION (A Madison 
McGuire Espionage Thriller)
Amanda Kyle Williams NAIAD

A thriller, a mystery, what 
defines the d ifference?

Perhaps like that between 
stilton and cam em bert; 

one is unmistakenly tart and strong 
in flavour, the other more subtle - 
m ellow with ju st a hint o f sharp 
ammonia.

W ell, enough o f the cu linary  
d iv e rs io n . M adison  M cG uire , 
super agent - with a name like that, 
what else! She is the superlatively 
perfect woman many o f us have 
an occasional hankering to be; 
exceedingly confident, cultured, 
articulate, street wise, and lethal - 
as circumstances require.

This thriller story, starring the 
above-mentioned Madison, is set in Peru; an inter
esting change from the dark and dingy depths of some 
seething metropolis. Topical in content, the central 
theme is the lucrative drug trade between this South 
A m erican  coun try  and the U. S. o f A. P resid en t 
Brown(?) is very keen on re-election, and Operation 
A ndean  is a s tag e  m an ag ed  sch em e in ten d ed  to 
enchance the President popularity - until things 
go w rong. E n te r th ^ -en trep i 
agent McGuire.

As in p rev io u s  M ad iso n  
M cG u ire  a d v e n tu re s , the  m en 
behind the scene are portrayed as 
incompetent, insensitive, uncom 
passionate and self serving. Just 
like real life I hear you say? It’s 
probably the closest you get to real
ism in this story, but then I’m a firm 
believer in escapism as a valid form 
of recreation.

Perhaps not the most convincing 
of the Madison M cGuire stories; a 
little lacking in substance and not as 
taut as our heros previous escapades.
However, if you’re tried o f playing 
W ar gam es at W aim auku  (R iver 
Head Forest), and the plane fare to 
Peru is out of budgetary bounds, then 
this book is indeed enjoyable, at half 
the price.

A MAJOR. MOTION PICTTRI

CLAIRE OF THE MOON 
Nicole Conn NAIAD

nd now for a completely 
different change of tack. 
L ike  D e se r t o f  the  

earts, this book also 
has a movie version, and I will no 
doubt be one of the faithful lining 
up to view, no matter how disparag
ing my remarks may be here.

The theme of this story has been 
presented many tim es previously, 
though usually in a heterosexual set
ting . T ake tw o ind iv iduals who 
loathe each other on sight, assign 
them  shared accom m odation, add 
some sexual uncertainty, the vestiges 
of a lingering love affair, and you’ve 
pretty much got the crux of Claire o f  
the  M oon . It is b ille d  as “O ne 
w o m an ’s jo u rn ey  in to  her sexual 
identity” . Fair enough, I know how 

traumatic that can be, but basically in this story I just 
wished they would hurry up and get on with it - the out
come was so obvious! “Claire’s sensual flamboyancy 
was a perfect contrast to Noel’s economy of movement. 
They appeared to have danced forever together, their 
bodies linked in a gridlock of primal melding” Oh, plu- 

ueezze! However, perhaps Noel and 
C laire w ere genuinely  unaw are. 
Read it and decide for yourself.
• Lisa Howard-Smith
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REMBNbooks

The Granny Who Wasn’t Like Other 
Grannies
Denis Bond, illustrated by Valeria 
Petrone
SCHOLASTIC CHILDREN’S BOOKS
This is a great place to start if you 
want a quick fix to the inactive older 
women of other books. Tim ’s Granny 
go-carts across a neighbours lawn, 
does hand-stands in the High Street, 
uses a bed as a trampoline (in the front 
garden), and rides a motor-bike. All 
much to the embarrassment of Tim, 
who realises from other peoples ‘ reac
tions’ that her behaviour isn’t ‘appro
p r ia te ’ fo r a G ranny . A fte r she 
changes her behaviour to please him - 
taking up knitting, jigsaws and after
noon naps - he realises that whatever 
other people think, he preferred his 
Granny how she was.

The Trouble With Gran 
Babette Cole 
PICTURE LIONS

GREAT GREAT GRANNIES!

Finding non-sexist children’s 
books isn’t so difficult 
anymore. There are 
increasing numbers of books 
on the market with positive 
images of girls and women. 
Princesses refuse to get 
married, set out to fight 
dragons themselves and 
rescue princes. The princes 
meanwhile, admit they don’t 
like fighting, do housework 
and look up to the 
princesses. Girls fix cars, 
build spaceships and take on 
authority, while boys learn to 
cook, yearn for dolls and 
aren’t afraid to be sensitive. 
There's one aspect of 
children’s stories that’s been 
slower to change however - 
the portrayal of older women. 
In ‘classic’ fairy tales old 
women are almost invariably 
wicked witches, evil hags or 
completely missing. Very 
occasionally a sweet, kind, 
gentle Grandmother appears 
but she never gets to do 
much. This is finally changing 
and children’s books are 
starting to show positive 
and diverse images of old 
women.

The trouble with this Gran is she’s an
alien - with amazing powers that she
uses to full effect when taken on a bor
ing O ld A ge Pensioners ou ting  to 
Wetthorpe. The alien thing is funny 
and leads to some hysterical pictures - 
like Gran using her antennae to zap the 
bus shelter and send it flying through

space - but the message is similar to 
The Granny Who W asn’t Like Other 
Grannies - being old doesn’t necessar
ily mean being dull and inactive.

A Busy Day For A Good 
Grandmother
M argaret Mahy, illustrated by M argaret
Cham berlain
HAMISH HAMILTON
Margaret Mahy’s Good Grandmother, 
Mrs Oberon, is another super active 
Granny. Her busy day begins when 
her son Scrimshaw calls in a panic to 
say that his teething baby won’t stop 
crying and the only thing that will 
soothe him is Mrs Oberon’s Cock-A- 
Hoop-Honey-Cake. Mrs Oberon sets 
off immediately - on an amazing jour
ney. By trail bike over avalanche- 
prone terrain, by raft through the Riff- 
Raff Rapids (where she fights off alli
gators), by aeroplane over a mountain 
range (and through a flock of ice vul
tures) and finally by skateboard to the 
door with the cake safe and sound in 
her pack. In a nice touch she then 
m akes her son learn how to m ake 
Cock-A-Hoop-Honey-Cake himself, 
before heading home (by skateboard, 
plane, raft and trail bike) to feed her 
seven cats. Mrs Oberon is a lovely
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Some grannies ...
babysit
drive trucks
fix the plumbing
go to university
go travelling
write books
work in an office
play in a band
or make sick people better.

mix of gentle and kind Granny, 
and active, in d ep en d en t o lder 
woman.

The Kuia and The Spider 
Patricia Grace, illustrated by  
Robyn Kahukiwa 
PUFFIN BOOKS
Rarer than just a positive image of 
an old wom an, this book has a 
positive im age o f an old M aori 
woman, the kuia of the title, who 
argues with the spider over which 
of them is the better weaver. They 
try to involve their mokopuna in 
the debate but the children are too 
busy using their woven kits, mats, 
and in the case o f the spiders, their 
w ebs, to get involved . R obyn 
K ahukiw a’s illustrations are a 
celebration of traditional Maori 
work, and the woman that cre
ates them.

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald 
Partridge
Mem Fox, illustrated by Julie 
Vivas
OMNIBUS BOOKS
T his has a to tally  d iffe ren t 
approach from the previous 
books but is equally validating 
o f o ld e r w om en. W ilfrid

I Gordon McDonald Partridge lives 
|  next door to an old people’s home 
I and has made friends with all the 
|  residen ts, and espec ia lly  w ith 

ninety-six year old Miss Nancy. 
|  When he learns that Miss Nancy 
| has lost her memory, he sets out to 
|  find it for her - and gets to learn a 
j lot about her childhood and life 
j when he does. This is a lovely 
| story (with fabulous illustrations) 

that affirms the value children can 
I find in time spent listening and 
I talking to older people.
I

Our Granny
M argaret Wild, illustrated by Julie 

Vivas
OMNIBUS BOOKS
A celebration of Grannies - who 
drive tmcks, fix the plumbing , go 
to university, work in offices; who 
dance, ride bikes, play tennis, go 
on d em o n stra tio n s ; w ho w ear 
jeans, dresses or trouser suits; who 
live in units, in big old houses, in 
old people’s homes, in caravans or 
with their grandchildren. A won
derfully illustrated look at the diver
sity  o f  G ran n ies  - and all old 
women.
• Rachel Cooper

Autumn 1994 BROADSHEET 63



WORK WANTED________
SHAMROCK 2 women are available to 

undertake lawns, garden design and main
tenance. Phone Ann 445 1826 or Mary 
378 4226.

GROUPS/SUPPORT
LESBIAN SUPPORT / COMING OUT 

GROUPS Phone (09) 528 5119, PO Box 
3833, Auckland.

LESBIANLINE telephone counselling. 
For support and counselling by lesbians, 
for lesbians, the ir fam ilies and friends. 
Wednesday 7.30 to 10pm. Phone (09) 303 
3584.

WOMANLINE a confidential, non-judg- 
mental listening and inform ation phone 
line. Phone (09) 376 5173.

AUCKLAND WOMEN’S HEALTH 
CENTRE, 63 Ponsonby Rd needs volun
teers, training course starting.. Phone 376 
4506.

LESBIAN MOTHERS GROUP at the
Ponsonby W om en ’s C en tre . Phone 
Dorothy at 376 4506.

AUCKLAND WOMEN’S HEALTH 
CENTRE RESIDENTIAL WEEKEND 23rd- 
24th April. Workshops include flaxweaving, 
meditation, reflexology, astrology, maoro 
and Seven Goddesses. For information 
write to 63 Ponsonby Rd.

I HOLIDAYS_____________
GUEST HOUSE Kiriwai ■ In Palliser 

| Bay near W ellington. Gorgeous ocean,
| lake, valley and mountain views. Comfy 

single/double rooms, scrumptious meals, 
great relaxing. Open year round, reason
able prices. For information call Diana (06) 
307 7899 or write to: Kiriwai Farm, RD3, 
Featherston.

NORTH WALES lesbian run B&B over
looking river, mountains, sea and castle. 5 
minutes from town. Unwind in comfort. £13 
p.p, £10 concessions, (£6 evening meal, 
inc lud ing  ve g e ta rian ) te le p h o n e  
Caernarfon (0268) 676549.

WILDWISE AUSTRALIA adventures 
for women. Have fun, meet women, learn 
a skill in a non-competitive atmosphere. 
Dive, ski, canoe, horse trek, bushwalk, visit 
the aboriginal bush college and more. 
Contact: PO Box 299, Darlinghurst, NSW 
2010, Australia, (02) 360 2099, fax (02) 
380 5699.

Does your bookshop 
or local store stock BROADSHEET?

The retail distribution and wholesale 
of BROADSHEET is co-ordinated by 

Anne Hunt. Phone (09) 817 4349.

Lesley M Harwood
Consultant &. Counsellor

• Editing
• Proofreading
• Writing
• Management
• Public Relations
Phone Wgtn 04-3873454

MARYKIND 
CONSULTANTS

Naturally Different Holidays

R ain fore st...Se a  C o a s t...M o u n ta in s ...
Lakes... W alking...Canoeing...
2-7 Day Guided Trips fro m  o u r 
s tu n n in g  W es tland  Lodge, S outh  
Island. P h /fax o r  w r i te  fo r  b rochure  
.. C yn th ia  Roberts & Roz H e inz

BUSHWISE WOMEN

Box 1205«. Christchurch Ph/fax 44 3

Tamaki Makaurau 
LESBIAN NEWSLETTER

a monthly newsletter by and for lesbians
• new s • view s • events • ads  

Be informed!
Annual subscriptions are $15.

Post to PO Box 44-056,
Point Chevalier, Auckland, NZ

GO ON!
Subscribe to BROADSHEET
NZ's magazine for thinking women 
continues to survive as a result of it

it’s cheap
you save more 

if you re-subscribe now

and easy,
postage free and 

straight to your door

so
fill in the

subscription form

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING BOOKING FORM
To advertise in Broadsheet:
Send your advert to 
Classifieds, PO Box 56-147, 
Auckland. Underline any 
words you wish to appear 
in CAPITALS.
Classified Rates 
50 cents per word + GST. 
There is a 10% discount off 
all ads pre-booked in two 
issues or 20% discount off 
ads pre-booked in four 
issues.
You may pre-pay, or an 
invoice will be sent to you 
after publication.
Other advert sizes
Rates for boxed and display 
adverts start at $50.

name.....
address

number of insertions 
advertisement.............

ENQUIRIES: Phone 
Rhiannon (09) 378 4105 
during business hours



Phone Rhiannon
(09137« 4105

G ay and Lesbian Parents Coalition International

LOVE makes a family
An organization o f Lesbian Moms,

Gay Dads, our Partners, 
would-be Parents and our Children

Newsletter • Annual Conference 
P.O. Box 50360 • Washington, DC 20091 • (202) 583-8029
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INVEST
SUBSCRIBE I
BROADSHEET
the radical read!
ordinary sub $35 (4issues) 
sub + donation $55

name

address

phone number______________
VISA Bankcard Cheque Cash 
Card no.

Exp. date 
Signature

Send to: WomanFile Inc 
PO BOX 56-147 
Auckland New Zealand
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