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*M BROADSHEET RESOURCE KITS *

Collections of articles from the magazine have been grouped together under
general headings. There are new topics, updated favourites and historical clas-
sics. More detail about the content of each kitisavailable on request.

1. Reproductive Technologies $10
The techniques available and the issues covering their use;
surrogacy and attendant issues

2. Abortion $6
Historical action; update on the issues; RU486 controversy.

3. Environment $8
Dioxin (2457); Coromandel; nuclear pollution; fluoride

4. Drugs and Women $8
Smoking; alcohol; tranquillisers; heroin

5. Violence / Sexual Abuse $8
Rape; incest; violence between women; Refuge

6. Gynaecological Health $14
Mastectomy; breast examination; cen/ical cancer;
premenstrual syndrome; endometriosis; osteoporosis

7. Motherhood / Childrearing $12
Single mothers; lesbian mothers; sex; childbirth; boys;
personal experiences

8. AIDS and Women $10
Facts; issues; safer sex

9. Eating Disorders $6
Bulimia; laxatives; fat phobia; dieting

10. Disabilities $6
Blindness; cerebral palsy; chemical poisoning;
disabled women speak out

11. Contraception $12
VD; the pill; depo provera; daikon shield; condoms; IUDs;
RU486

12. Lesbian Lives $14
Positive young lesbians speak; coming out as a lesbian;
lesbian issues

13. Sexuality $8
Feminist heterosexuality; bisexuality; the politics of sex

14. Language, Education and Sexism $10
Sexist language; sexism in children’s books; effects
of schooling on girls; mature students

15. Media Images $6
Sexism; videos; TV; magazines

16. Women Writers $16
Including - Keri Hulme, Nadine Gordimer, Joy Crowley,
Fiona Kidman, Fay Weldon, Dale Spender, Andrea Dworkin,
Juliet Batten, Rita Angus, Jacqualine Fahey, Olivia Bower

17. Women Artists $14
Photographers; weavers; painters; playwrights; musicians

18. Peace Studies $6
Nuclear pollution; ANZUS; NFIP; peace movement;
Helen Caldicott; Pacific anti-nuclear struggles

19. Anti-racism $12
Treaty of Waitangi

20. Maori Women $14
Health; feminism; women's issues

21. Maori Sovereignty $6
Donna Awatere's articles that became the basis of her book.

22. Women in Non-traditional Roles $8
Taranaki women; woodwork; women in sport; sheep
shearers; fisherwomen

23. Women and Work, Equal Pay and Conditions $12
Employment equity; reasons for unequal pay; changes
in work for women; unemployment

Please send me kit number/s:

I enclose payment of

Post kits to:

(NAME) .
(address)

Cut out or photocopy this order form and post with
payment to: Resource Kits, WomanFile Inc,
PO Box 56-147, Auckland.
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art

photography
Johanna Bannister

Johanna Bannister isa so-
cial worker for Auckland
Heaith Care Her interest
inphotography began at
the age of eighteen when
she purchased her first
Minolta, which she still uses
today.

After studying in
Sydney she returned to
Auckland where she
freelanced for various
magazines, including
‘Stilletto' and 'Glow"' and
completed hersocial work
degree.

Shealsoworked assitills
photographer on the late
lesbian film maker Sally
Smith'slast movie, and has
participated in various
group exhibitions.

Johanna's work ex-
plores the beauty of
human and natural form
and isvery woman orien-
tated.

A single parentshe ex-
presses the desire of so
many women
'to have more time and
resources to pursue my art
work in more depth’.

Go girl!

collective™
comment

Greatfeministminds think alike!

You’llnotice itin thisissue. There areanumberofcross-references
and slight subject overlaps between articles - which is only to be
expected whenyou askabunch offeminists to write aboutpolitical
issues. Afterall, both patriarchy and the New Zealand government
are systems, aren t they, underwhich all sorts of things connect.

A
m

A feminist view of politics is wide, as this issue demon-
strates. Lesbian marriage, the royal marriage (yes, ofcourse royalty
ispolitical!), the universal basic income, the tax cuts, MMP and the
Parties onwomen’s policy, the politics of sport, and feminist news
from Cuba, Bosniaand Burma. Rounded offwith atouch ofculture

-book and film reviews, and some lightreading from a new Austra-
lian feministsci-fil

No ‘Gripes of Roth’column this time. Margot Roth is off
enjoying the good life with relatives in Franee. We miss her, butwe
know she’llbe havingagreattime! Wewelcome Lisa Sabbage back
inprintwith herregularcolumn, ‘London’sBurning’,atthe heartof
European happenings - making us a truly international magazine.

Lots ofCollective changes. Anotable departure isthatofAli
Bell, an enthuiastic and passionate member of Collective who was
responsible forthe coordination ofeach issue lastyear. We thank Ali
foravery hard year’swork. Sarah Buxton has gamely taken on the
task oforganising Broadsheet'sadvertising and we’re confidentshe’ll
do agreatjob.

We almost had two other new members, but our numbers
have remained a bit too low and the voluntary workloads a bit too
high! Thanks to Helen and Cary forthe time they were able to give.
If there are any other women out there who’d like to experience

working inaunique feministenvironment, please getintouch. You
can try Alex on (09) 849-7717.

Happy Winterreading!

On behalfofthe Collective,
Jacqui Fill and Linda Hill
m
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FRONTING UP

EDITORIAL DECISIONS
Jacqui Fill

Linda Hill

Lisa Howard-Smith
Deborah Mann
Clairc-Louisc McCurdy
Alex Woodley
CO-ORDINATION
The Collective
EDITING

Linda Hill

Lisa Howard-Smith
DESIGN

Kate Millington
THANK YOU
Barbara Bennett
Sarah Buxton

Edith Gorringc

Cathy Hall

Cary McDermott
Ncrida Phillips

NEXT ISSUE isSpringl996. Due on
sale early September. Editorial dead-
line is July 9. The theme is The End of
the Relationship - marital property, law,
custody, violence, refuge - all of it! .

CONTRIBUTIONS: Women arc
welcome to send articles, photos, let-
ters, and cartoons. We appreciate writ-
ers sending graphics with their articles.
Always include a contact phone number
and your address so we can contact you
regarding editorial decisions. If send-
ing a disk please label document name
and word processor system name. We
welcome Mac 4 or higher, IBM Word 2
or higher, and WordPerfect. Ifyou have
interviewed people, please send their
signatures on your article to show that
they have checked the piece. Material
should be sent with a SSAE to PO Box
56-147, Auckland. Writer’s Guidelines
arc available on request.

LETTERS: The Womanfile Collec-
tive may notagree with views expressed
in letters. Some letters may be edited
for length or clarity. We do not publish
personal attacks. Letters from men arc
published at the discretion of the Col-
lective. Ifyou do notwish aletter to be
published, please mark ‘Not for Publi-
cation’.

ADVERTISING is now being
handled by Sarah Buxton (09) 360 1880.
RETAIL AND WHOLESALE are
co-ordinated by Anne Hunt (09) 817
4349

Broadsheet is on file at the Women’s
Collection Special Department, North
Western University Library, Evanston,
Illinois 60201, USA. ISSN01-10-8603.
Registered at the GPO as a magazine.
Published by Womanfilelnc. POBox 56-
147, Auckland, NZ. Printed by
Printcorp, Tauranga.
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41
48

COLLECTIVECOMMENT

HERSPECTIVE

12 years of New Zealand economics in 300 words or
less...It’sPrue Hyman, ofcourse!

YOURWRITE

BROADCAST

Bernice Reagon & Sweet Honey in the Rock - The
Women’s Library - Beijing Platform for Action -

Midwives Conference -Women’s Health Policy -
Pay Gap Widening - Sexist Telecom -Natasha Stott
Despoja, youngest Australian MP - Marriage M atters
Maasai women builders - Michigan Womyn'’s Festi
val - Nattering on the Net

OVERAGE by Mitch

CHRISTCHURCH COMMENT by Pat Rosier

FEATURES

1"

19

22

FOR BETTEROR WORSE? The marriage debate

continues, Jenny Rankine winns of the perils of
lovers leap!

Financial Independence forwomen -

The Universal Basic Income
Leonie Morris looks at what’swrong and what’s
perfectly possible

LONDON’'SBURNING

by Lisa Sabbage. Once again, Broadsheet has the
latest Royal goss!



24 THETAX CUTS: AN ECONOMIC EPISIOTOMY
by Deirdre Kent

26 MMP - MAY MEAN PROGRESS?
Linda Hill asks the parties about policy on women for the first MMP
election

30 WHAT ISJUSTICE FOR A RAPE VICTIM? by Phyllis Chesler
Rape -weapon in the war againstwomen...

36 VICE VERSA (SOME SUBVERSIVE VERSE) by Janet McDonald

38 WHAT DO WOMEN ACTIVISTS DO ON-LINE?

It’s notjust netting and webbing. Scarlet Pollock looks at the
electronic potential for feminist activism. With news ofthe new
Canadian Women space Internet Magazine

42 VIVA, HERMANAS FEMINISTAS DE CUBA!

Ruth Margerison and Pamela Gerrish Nunn report on arevolutionary
women’sstudies conference

44 OLYMPICS: THEGAMES BOYS PLAY

Anne Woodley recounts how, forwomen, the stiffest competition has
been forinclusion

STROKES AND ART ATTACKS

49 the Unfortunate new Zealand experiment
Linda Hill asks Jane Kelsey about her new book
51 SYBILLA PRESS PRESENTS SHE’S FANTASTICAL
52 TO SAPPHO, My Sister: Lesbian Sisters Write About Their Lives
Linda Hill reviews this collection by leshian sister Lee Flemming
NAYA ZAMANA Virginia Harlich reviews a new film by Mandrika Rupa
53 TEPUNA ROIMATA: MAORIWOMEN'SEXPERIENCE OF MALE PARTNER
VIOLENCE Huria Chisholm reviews Marewa Glover’s new book
54 CULTURALRESISTANCE: CHALLENGING BELIEFSABOUTMEN,WOMAN
AND THERAPY Sue Fitchettreviews anew book by Kathy Weingarten
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regular

Hens/)ective

y brief, as a leshian femi-

nisteconomist, isto assess
in 300 words the impact of the
economic and social changes (or
should I say cataclysm) ofthe last
12 years onwomen in Aotearoa,
suggest where to go from here -
and be witty.

That task is funny in itself - or
ridiculous - and as | don’t have
the witofaMargot Roth, I think
I’dbetterjustbe predictable old
me. So, some thoughts on femi-
nist agendas in the MMP era.

| veer between optimism and
pessimism all the time. How can
you help butbe pessimisticwhen
the (1992) figures showed one
third of children and most sole
parents (read mothers) in pov-
erty - and the report gets the
usualknee-jerk discrediting from
Jenny Shipley? And sure itisn’t
third world poverty, but we are
meanttopride ourselves onwant-
ing all to share the supposed new
prosperity.

T he statistics (and less are col-
lected now - deliberately) show
unacceptable and widening in-
equality, withwomen and Maori
over-represented in both non-
paid employment and the
part-time and casualised work
created by the EmploymentCon-
tracts Act.

One element in the
government’s simplistic rem-
edies is for us all to live in two
parent nuclear families again.
(Presumably heterosexual -even
ifsome dowantto recognise les-
bian and gay marriage -on which
| have reservations, but ‘their’
reasons againstalmost make me

favourit!) Never mind the fam-
ily violence (read husbands
beating up wives) and unhappi-
ness that led to the DPB. Help!
-where’sthe optimism? Oh yes.
The Domestic Protection Act -
when it gets to implementation
day. At leastthey’re taking the
matter abitmore seriously.
Pessimism. The assumption
and praise of self reliance (read
selfishness) and independence.
The re-creation of the ‘deserv-
ing’ and ‘undeserving’ poor,
which deliberately sets one un-
der-privileged group against
another and leads to the above
assumptions becoming self-ful-
filling prophecy. Some feel they
have to take out private health
insurance (many simply can’tfind
the money) and save individu-
ally rather than collectively
because the welfare state isbe-
ingdismantled. Even ifmany of
uson highincomeswould rather
have atop tax rate of 50% and a
decentpublic health and educa-
tion system. And all thatisinthe
name ofchoice. Forwhom? And
which groups have all the con-
straints and little of the choice?
Still, David Green’s stuff [From
Welfare State to Civil Society, NZ
Business Roundtable] can be
quite seductive. Of course we
wantto avoid the cycle of disad-
vantage and abolish welfare
dependence - but not his way.
Charity and poor law in the old
daysallowed evenwiderinequali-
ties. Community responsibility
should be at all levels, including
the childless like me paying taxes
to help bring up children we col-
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lectively want.

Optimism? Voluntary initia-
tives of all sorts - from Green
Dollarschemes to Angel Funds -
toignore ‘their’economy, estab-
lish our own, which values
sustainability. Thisisone aspect
of deregulation/devolution
which has some attractions. |If
accompanied by real money
flows, rather than the govern-
ment shifting responsibility
without relinquishing power, it
could mean real resources, em-
powerment and autonomy for
feministand Maori initiatives -in
health, Kohanga Reo and other
initiatives which are usually
starved of funds.

Remedies? Reassertcollective
values. Create athoughtrevolu-
tion to value all useful activity,
includingunpaid household, car-
ing and emotional work (but not
necessarily by counting it in
GDP, which lets them get away
with money being the only mea-
sure of value). And reduce the
links between personal identity/
status and paid work, because
the traditional type of full em-
ployment may be unattainable.
Do this through a Universal Ba-
sic Income, through sharing
around all the work, getting rid
ofover-employmentand under-
employment. Limit the
difference between top and bot-
tom full time earnings to, say,
three to one.

Yes, lknow it’sall apipe dream
at the moment, but it’smy long
term agenda-and notmuch over
300 words. Prue Hyman
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Yourw

DearWomen,

I’'m so grateful you sent me the
copy of Broadsheet which has
your interview with me.

Incidentally, incase any-
oneeverwonders, the ‘matching
Macs’ (at the end of our inter-
view) aren’t raincoats - | meant
Suniti and Ihave identical Apple
Macintosh word-processors so
thatwe canwork on things sepa-
rately/togetherwithouthaving to
re-key or ‘translate’anything.

I hope one day l/we will
have a chance to spend time in
New Zealand and to meet femi-
nists there. Meanwhile, my
warmest good wishes to femi-
nists endeavour there, and to
Broadsheet in particular.

Women from New
Zealand and Australia are spe-
cially welcome at the Centre for
Women’s Studies, Exeter Uni-
versity, UK, where I am Co-Di-

It
rector. Research degrees (MPhil/
PhD) and course work M aster’s
degrees (MA) are available full-
time or part-time. Annual part-
time fees from October 1996 are
1,250 pounds sterling. Formore
information, contact me at the
address below.

All good wishes,
Gillian Hanscombe
Go-Director, Centre for
Women’s Studies
University of Exeter, UK
EX4 4Q1J

Greetings!
We are writing for two reasons:
1. Your readers may be
interested indeveloping skillsin
public speaking and participat-
ing in public speaking competi-
tions.
2. Your readers may be
interested in adjudicating de-
bates, for both school and adult

DO YOU USE THE

f Tvord

?

Getinvolved in N Z’sbest

/ magazine

The Broadsheet
Collective needs you!

Come along to our next meeting

Phone Lisa, 834 3472 or
Linda 828 9591

competitions. We provide train-
ing forthose interested in learn-
ing toadjudicate. We especially
appreciate women adjudicators
as they provide a valuable role
model, especially in the school
debating competitions.

We believe it is very
important for young women at
secondary school to see women
in leadership with authority and
strong verbal skills. We believe
that some women in your
organisation may be prepared to
provide this balance and example
in our team ofadjudicators.

We would be grateful if
you would convey this to your
readers and provide our contact
details. Ifyou would like to dis-
cuss this further, please feel free
to contact me.

Wayne McDougall
Auckland Debating
Association (Inc)

PO Box 3233 Auckland,
Ph: 09 630 9164

Fax: 09 630 7739

LOOK LIVELY

LICENSED CAFE & BAR

OPEN EARLY SEVEN DAYS
OPEN LATE TUESDAY TO SATURDAY
OPPOSITE FOODTOWN s 378-0604
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Yourzvrite

DearWomen,

I’'m writing because I’'m bloody angry atthe direc-
tion the'Women’sMovement’ appears to be tak-
ing, and | feel a need to be listened to. I refer, of
course, to the opinions being expressed about
women of European origin (call us Pakeha ifyou
like). Being of European origin myself, | feel
treated like a second-class citizen in my home
country, which Aotearoa is.

While | am aware that Maori and other
women of colour have been, and still are, op-
pressed on the basis of their colour, this is no
excuse for denigrating Pakeha women. | feel
denigrated, treated personally responsible forev-
erything thathas happened. 1know other Pakeha
women also feel this way, but are too afraid to
speak up about their concerns for fear of being
ridiculed or labelled ‘racist’.

The Women’s Movement began out ofa
concern for the plight ofallwomen in patriarchal
societies. The currentelevation ofothercultures
at the expense of my own does nothing to make
Pakehawomen feel better about ourselves. Try-
ing to please all cultures means thatnone istreated
equally orequitably, and there isn’tany culture in
the world that could be described as free from
patriarchal attitudes anyway! Why supportothers
atthe expense ofone ortwo? This goesagainstthe
ethosofthe Women’sMovementas Isee it-equal
value placed on all human beings.

This raises serious issues for thosewomen
who are still being marginalised. While thisracism

An Apology...

and hatred is being fostered under the name of
‘Feminism’, disabled, working class and poor
women are missing out. Women’s Centres don’t
caterenough fordisabled women, and often have
inadequate access. Andwomen with little money
to spare miss outon activities because things cost
money. We need to be fair, and to put the same
energy into the needs of these women as we do
into the needs of Maori and other women. Fair’s
fair.

Women need to be empowered to help
themselves. Pakehawomen who spend theiren-
ergy trying tohelpwomen ofother races also need
tobe aware ofthe risks. Areyou any better than the
white Christianmen who came to this country with
bibles in their hands?

lam aware that Iwill be labelled ‘racist’for
stating my opinions. lam also aware that the very
actoflabelling discourages further dialogue. The
Women’s Movement seems to demand a blind
acceptance of the value of anything that is not
Pakeha, and too many bloody little Hitlers are all
too willing to attack anything that disagrees with
their own stated point of view.

If your self-esteem were great, you
wouldn’t need to put down yourself or anything
that belongs to you. Neither would you want to
put others down or feel superior to them. All
women would be treated as valuable.

BroadsheetwoxAd like to apologise to Peta for a proofing mistake in her name
on herpoem Freedom’No0.209, p.26).

WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAMME

a commitment to excellence in teaching, flexible courses and afriendly environment

Women's Studies at Massey University offers 24 courses at undergraduate
level, a BA major and entry to the Graduate Diploma, M.A, M.Phil and Ph.D
study. Courses are available in both internal and extramural modes. For

further information : The Secretary, Women's Studies, Massey University,
Private Bag 11-222 Palmerston North. Tel. (06) 350.4938 Fax (06) 350.5627.
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Get real!
Caroline Aurora
Wellington
N
M ASSEY

UNIVERSITY
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BERNICE REAGONAND
SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK
IN NEW ZEALAND

In August of this year Bernice
Reagon will be giving the Sir
Douglas Robb lectures at the
University of Auckland. Her fe-
male acapella group, Sweet
Honey in the Rock, will come at
the same time and be touring in
New Zealand. Their music is a
mixture ofblues, jazz, gospel and
recently rap.

Bernice Johnson Reagon
is a Distinguished Professor of
History at American University
in Washington and Curator
Emeritus atthe Smithsonian In-
stitution National Museum of
American History. She isaspe-
cialist in African American oral,
performance and protest tradi-
tions.

Bernice is also founder
and artistic director of Sweet
Honey in the Rock, aworld re-
nowned acapella ensemble.
During the group’s twenty one
years she hascomposed many of
its contemporary songs, provid-
ing the rich African American tra-
ditional song repertoire that
makes the group so distinctive.
Asasolosinger, Reagon describes
herself as a ‘song leader in the
19th Century African American
choral tradition insearch ofacon-
gregation.’

During the Civil Rights
Movement, Reagonwasamem-
ber of the original SNCC (Stu-
dentNon-ViolentCo-ordinating
Committee) Freedom Singers.

THEWOMEN'S LIBRARY
RE-OPENS
The Women’s Library at the
Auckland Women’s Centre, 63
Ponsonby Rd, was reopened at
an Anzac Day launch that was
packed out. Over 40 members
joined the Library in the first 24
hours. Librarian, Jocelyn Logan,
reports thatitisbeing well used,
for reasons as varied as students
doing projectson violence against
women, to leshians wanting a
few Naiad novels to read on holi-
day. This may well be the only
library in the country which has
purple stickers on books with
lesbian content!

The Women’sLibrary is
a library for women, containing
books onwomen, and largely by
women. Itspecialisesinfeminist
and lesbian titles. Acore offemi-
nist books comes from the
Women’sLibrary established by
Womanline when it was at the
Women’s Centre in the early
1980s.

At the opening Carole
Beu presented a carton of new
books as a present from the
Women’s Bookshop. Most ac-
quisitions are by donation -more
books and journals on women
arevery welcome. N

Womencanjoinforasub
0f$5,$100r$20 ayear -asliding
scale onwhichyou can placeyour-
self. Formore information phone
(09)3763227.

THE BEIJING PLATFORM FOR
ACTION

Between February and July
meetings are being held through-
out New Zealand to discuss the
Platform for Action agreed to by
185 countries at the United Na-
tions Fourth World Conference
on Women in Beijing last year.
The Platform is an agenda for
women’sempowermentand re-
affirms the human rights of
women and girls.

Eachworkshop, held by
local women, will discuss local
women’s concerns and their
views on the mosturgent issues
to be addressed. Women of all
ages, backgrounds, interests and
opinions have been invited to
participate.

A display, Beyond
Beijing -the New Zealand Way,
hasbeen designed to familiarise
New Zealanders with the Plat-
form for Action. Ittells the story
ofthe work of non-governmen-
tal organisationsandwomenbe-
fore Beijing and challenges New
Zealanders to discuss the issues
identified in the Platform for
Action. The display will be set
up in public areas such as shop-
ping malls and libraries.

Meetings have already
been held inWellington, Napier,
Gisborne, Tauranga and
Rotorua. Meetings are still to be
held in the following areas:
Venue Auckland South
Display 5-8 June
W orkshop 8-9 June
Contact Christine Knock
ph. 278 4373
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Venue North Shore
Display 12-15June

W orkshop 15-16June
Contact GlenysTodd
ph. 478 7209

Venue Whangarei
Display 19-22 June

W orkshop 22-23 June
Contact Jan Jessop

ph. 438 7721

Venue Auckland Central
Display 26-29 June

W orkshop 29-30 June
Contact StellaGukibau
ph. 838 8700

Venue Hamilton
Display 3-6 July

W orkshop 6-7 July
Contact NoelineNuttall
ph. 843 6375

Venue New Plymouth
Display 10-13 July

W orkshop 13-14July
Contact Anne Francis
ph. 758 6278

Venue Palmerston North
Display 17-20 July

W orkshop 20-21 July
Contact Pauline Charlton
ph. 357 0444

Forfurtherinformation, contact
the NZN GO CoordinatingCom-
mittee, PO Box 5131, Dunedin.

MIDWIVES CONFERENCE

The New Zealand College of
Midwives is holding its 4th Na-
tional Conference from 28th -
31stAugust 1996 atLincoln Uni-
versity. The key note speaker
will be Barbara Katz Rothman,
ProfessorofSociology at Baruch
College and the Graduate Cen-
tre ofthe City University ofNew
York. Professor Rothman has
written extensively on issues of
childbirth politics. Dr Jane

Fisher, aclinical psychologistin-
terested inthe psychological as-
pects of pregnancy, childbirth
and the postpartum period, will
also be addressing the confer-
ence.

For further information
contact the New Zealand Col-
lege ofMidwives PO Box21-106
Christchurch.ph(03)377 273, fax
(03)365 2789.

A NATIONAL WOMEN'’S
HEALTH POLICY

New Zealand does not have a
national policy on women’s
health. Members of the
Women’sHealth Committee of
the Health Research Council
have developed a statement in
supportofahealth policy.

They argue thatalthough
there are currently policy state-
ments in specific areas of
women’shealth (such ascervical
screening), policy discussion pa-
pers (suchasbreastcancerscreen-
ing) and advice to providers of
services for women, there is no
overall health policy for New
Zealand women.

Apolicy would allow the
establishment of goals and tar-
gets for addressing and improv-
ing women’s health. It would
provide a guide for Regional
Health Authorities when pur-
chasing services sothatresources
could be used in the most effec-
tive way. Above all an overall
framework would establish pri-
ority areas inwhich action taken
would materially improve the
health ofwomen and where the
greatest health gains could be
made.

For more information
contact Emeritus Professor
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Nancy Kinross, Department of
Management Systems, Massey
University, Private Bag 11-222,
Palmerston North. Phone (06)
3569099.
Abridged from the Health
Research CouncilofNew Zealand
Newsletter; 16, March 1996.

NORTH HEALTH DRAFT
POLICY ON WOMEN

North Health iscurrently circu-
lating a discussion paper, The
Health of Women: Strategies to
Improve the Health ofWomen.
Women are invited to add their
suggestions and complete the
questionnaire* It is available
from Private Bag 92 522,
Auckland.

GENDER PAYGAPWIDENING
We can thank the Employment
Contracts Act for introducing
flexibility into the New Zealand
labour market. T he latest statis-
tics show that men on average
now earn atotal of$188.85 more
aweek thanwomen and thatthe

gap iswidening.
Pressrelease, Dianne Yates, 7
March 1996.

DE FACTO AND MARRIAGE
MATTERS

Recently an Auckland woman
made Exclaim on her contents
insur~tfce policy for stolen
clothes. The company would
not pay out on her partner’s
clothes ashis name was notlisted
onthe policy and the couplewere
notmarried. Consumer rang six
insurance companies to deter-
mine whetherthey treatmarried
and de factocouples differently.
Answers varied. Some pay out
on a de facto’sbelongings ifthe



policy specifies both names.
Others make no distinction.

Consumer recommends
thateveryone living with apart-
ner, whether married or not,
should identify on the policywho
it is to cover. Ifyou are in any
doubt, check yourexisting cover
and tell the insurance company
ifyoursituation changes.
Consumer 34$ JanuarylFebruary
1996

ISTHEREA DOC IN THE HOUSE?
A feisty twenty six year old
woman has just become the
youngest woman ever to take a
seat in the Australian Federal
Parliament.

Natasha Stott Despoja
attributes her political activism
to her mother, a feminist, who
taught her to be outspoken.

Aseasoned politician, she
beat eight male candidates for
the Presidency of Adelaide
University’s Students Associa-
tion. Two years after university
she joined the Democrats as a
researcher, adviser and speech
writer.

Stott Despoja readily
agrees that Parliament isabully
boys’club driven by male egos
and testosterone.

“The combination of
being notonly female but being
young is a little unsettling for
some. Until there are young
people in the Parliament, the
culture won’t change, the atti-
tude towards our parliamentary
system won’t change and cer-
tainly the issues effecting young
people won’tbe dealtwith.”

Although entitled to a
carsheisafirm believerinpublic
transportand catches the busto
work -wearing agood sturdy pair

of Docs! AbridgedfromVogiieAustralia February 1996

SPOTTHE SEXISM.

GET REALTELECOM - THIS ISTHE NINETIES?

When former Broadsheet collective member Helen Warren married
for the second time in 1984, she went to enormous trouble and
expense to keep the business and romantic aspects ofher relation-
ship separate. She writes:

“I'had already been ripped-offonce (emotionally and finan-
cially) and | was determined not to repeat the experience. | had
contracts drawn up to cover everything - income, bank accounts,
mortgage, telephone, power, rates, insurance and death.

“Two weeks ago, Idecided toupdate the technology in the
household. Iboughtmyselfthe lateststate oftheartfax/answerphone.
Iwanted aseparate faxand phone number, and applied to Customer
Services Telecom to have this change made.

“lwas informed inapolite (and customer focused way) that
the phone was in my husband’s name and | was not authorised to
make changesto the account. However, if I liked to get him to give
them acall and authorise the installation of the fax, they were sure
they could accommodate me.

“Armed with acopy of the original application to have the
phone connected in joint names (and a copy of Telecom’s accep-
tance ofthis application), Irecontacted T elecom to have the current
situation explained and rectified.

“The explanation: Probably whenwewentovertocomput-
ers in the early 1990s it was easier to just use your husband’s name.

“Rectifying the problem? Tm notsure whetherwe can do
that, I will have to go and ask someone.’

“The outcome: I have been informed that the problem has
been rectified and that | now have authority over my own phone
account.”

MAASAIWOMEN BUILDERS
We all know thatwomen do different types
ofwork indifferentcultures. Ifyou’re short
onexamplesyou may be interested to know
that Maasaiwomen have control overhous-
\ ing. When awoman marries her first task is
to build her own house, helped by other
women in the homestead. This house be-
longs to her and no-one else may enter
without her permission. Throughout her
life she will build anew house every 10years
or so.

Traditionally land and housing had
no value. Status was related to the number
and quality ofcattle owned -tended by men
ofcourse.

TheNew Internationalist February 1996
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THE MICHIGAN WOMYN'’S
FESTIVAL

The 21st Michigan Womyn’s
Music Festival will take place on
13-18 August 1996. In addition
to over 300 workshops and a six
daywomen’sfilm festival, apro-
gram of 42 concerts will feature
performances by an eclectic
group ofaartists including Dor-
othy Allison, Marga Gormez,
Hattie Gossett, Tish Hinojosa,
Franc, 7 Year Bitch, and Jane
Siberry. International artists will
include Cobra (China), Nela
(Mexico), Kick La Luna (Ger-
many), and New Zealand’s own
Shona Laing.

The Festival, which at-
tracts 7-8000women annually, is
the oldest and largestofthe out-
doorwomen’smusic festivals in
the United States. It isheld on
650 acres of secluded country
land where women livecommu-
nally for the week.

For information regard-
ing the 1996 festival, write to
WWTMC, PO Box 22, Walhalla,
M 149458, or call USA 616-757-
4766.

NATTERING ON THE NET

Forthose ofuswellconnected (to Internet ofcourse!)the following
World Wide Web sites may be of interest.

Abortion and Reproductive Rights

Includes information on options, full text decisions on documents
such as the American Roe vs Wade case, etc.

Address: http://www.matisse.net/~kathy/caral/abortion.html
Avoiding Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

Aguide to avoiding occupational overuse syndrome.

Address: http://www.cais.com/agm/

FeMiNa

A web directory and information resource containing information
aboutwomen and girls.

Address: http://copper.ucs.indiana.edu/~sheeha/cts.html

Pleiades Networks

Asite offering guidance forgetting into the Internet, adirectory of
women’s organisations all over the world, a calendar of events and
discussion groups.

Address: http://www.pleiades-net.com/

WomeninCinema

Areference guide offering information on bibliographies, antholo-
gies, collections, reviews and electronographies onwomen in film.
Address: http://poe.acc.virginia.edu/~pm9k/libsci/womFilm.html
The Women’sBureau, DepartmentofLabour, USA

Great for American statistics on women workers, publications etc.
Address:http://bubba.dol.gov/dol/wb/

Women’slssuesonthe Internet

This links avariety ofweb sites under topical headings such as Art,
Filmsand Music, Health, Organisation, Reproductive Rights.
Address: http://sunsite.unc.edu/cheryb/women/wresources.html

Women'’s Studies Journal « New Zealand

« the [UtESL in feminist theory and philosophy
« Women on and in [TTEFrAtUre « Reviews of NZ bOOkS, films and performance
.Exciti NQ recent research Contemplative, analytical andprovocative articles
. I nterVieWS, news and VieWS with anA oteflroa/Pacific emphasis

Q Yes, | would like a year’s subscription to the Women's Studies Journal
Individuals $36.00*Unwaged $30,00*Institutions $40.00*Single copy $19,95
.................. made payable to the University of Otago

Enclosed please find a cheque for $

by New Zealand women

Send this form

with your cheque to
University of Otago Press,
PO Box 56, Dunedin,
New Zealand.

Tel (03) 479 8807

Fax (03) 479 8385

Broadsheet Hotoke Winter 1996 10


http://www.matisse.net/~kathy/caral/abortion.html
http://www.cais.com/agm/
http://copper.ucs.indiana.edu/~sheeha/cts.html
http://www.pleiades-net.com/
http://poe.acc.virginia.edu/~pm9k/libsci/womFilm.html
http://bubba.dol.gov/dol/wb/
http://sunsite.unc.edu/cheryb/women/wresources.html

feature
Feminists will be familiar with 1970s critigues of marriage as a patriarchal
institution. Butwhat about the latest 1990s political issue - the right of
lesbians to marry? And what are feminist goals for female independence
in all relationships?

FOR BETTER
OR WORSE?

The marriage debate continues
by Jenny Rankine

ustice Minister Doug Graham plansto introduce prop- everyone as an economic indi-

erty rights law to Parliament this year for de facto vidual.
heterosexual and, under protest, forsame-sex couples. Heterosexual resistance
Social Welfare revision ofbenefitrules toinclude same  to marriage is one of the more
sex couples is on the way. And six lesbians have taken Hig/jous social changes during the
state to courtto get the right to legally marry. lastgeneration. Dunedinwomen
Marriage and de facto relationship issues haven’t jnqe facto relationshipswhowere
had this kind ofairingamong feminists and lesbians since the  jnterviewed by Vivienne Scott
1970s. And while all these law changes are being debated, pelton did not want to be con-
drafted and introduced to Parliament, feminists have their = strycted as “wives” by their part-
best opportunity in years to radically boost all women’s ners, relatives or others. They
autonomy inrelationships. I believe the mostpositivechange  ge|iperately chose not to get
forwomen willcome from rejecting marriage asamodel for  narrjed because they wanted
all couple relationships, and insisting that the state treats gquality and independence in

theirrelationships.

I'd like to thank Ruth Busch for
checking the first draft of this article.
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About 50% of couples
live together either before oras
an alternative togetting married,
according to the New Zealand
edition of What Every Woman
Should Know Abouther Partners
Money. Marriages are also not
lasting as long as they did when
women had no other options.
Almost half end in divorce or
separation, and it’s more likely
to be the woman who makes the
move to leave.

At the same time, ben-
efit rules and other laws have
gradually recognised these “de
facto” (as opposed to “de jure”
or “in law”) heterosexual rela-
tionships. The marriage model,
ofonewage-earnersupporting a
dependent caregiving partner,
has been extended to these “re-
lationships in the nature ofmar-
riage”.Since Doug Graham be-
lieves marriage hasahighermoral
status, his proposed property Bill
is likely to retain some distinc-
tions between married and non-
married couples asan economic
incentive for people to marry.

Lesbians have also
moved slowly towards visibility
in family law, partly on the coat
tails of heterosexual de facto
couples, and partly because of
the Human Rights and Bill of
Rights Acts. The full weight of
these two Acts will not be felt
until the year 2000, the
government’s deadline for re-
movingdiscriminatory provisions
from pre-existing laws.

Despite all the legal
changes hovering in the wings,
lesbians and bisexual women
have barely begun to discuss how

they want the law to treat them.
The personal campaign for the
right to marry waged by three
leshian couples has galvanised
thismajordebate in leshiancom-
munities.

Lesbian Marriage Challenge

he lesbian High Court

case was argued by hu-

man rights lawyer Rodney

Harrison in April on be-

half of Jools Joslin and
Rowan in Wellington, Lindsay
Quilter and Margy Pearl in
Auckland, and Sarah Anderson
and Sam Court of Christchurch.
If the leshians win, the govern-
ment will probably go to the
Court of Appeal. Auckland bar-
rister ErrolynJones believes les-
bian marriage is such a funda-
mental change to common law
that the appeal may go all the
way to the Privy Council. W hat-
ever the outcome, the case will
generate more lesbian visibility
and debate aboutwhat marriage
means in the 1990s.

The couples are testing
the 1955 Marriage Act against
the Bill of Rights. The Bill in-
cludes the right to be free of
discrimination on the grounds of
sexual orientation. If existing
laws don’t specifically discrimi-
nate - the Marriage Act doesn’t
specify partners’gender - then
the courts have to interpretthem
consistently with the Bill. Atthe
moment, itisnotthe Actbutthe
bureaucrats atthe registry offices
who are effectively prohibiting
lesbian marriage.
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It will enable
judges to rule
on leshian
relationships
using
heterosexual
Criteria

Jenny  Hamilton lawyer Ruth
Busch says the case isstraightfor-
ward, and the only logical con-
clusion is that the three couples
should be able to marry. How-
ever, Judge Kerr could decide
thatpoliticians should resolve the
issue, and duck the irresistible
legal argument. “If that hap-
pened, I would be asking what
are the rest of my rights under
the Bill of Rights Act worth?”
says Ruth.

To the Christian Right,
who regard marriage as the core
of their patch, the possibility of
same-sex marriage isamajor at-
tack. However, many people
share the Christian Right’sideal
ofmonogamous marriage as the
only valid environment for suc-
cessfulchild-rearing and positive
family values. To assertthat les-
bians raisewell-adjusted children
and create valuable new kinds of
families is aradical challenge to
the ideasof“marriage” and “fam-
ily”. Many lesbhian, bisexual and
heterosexual feminists live their
relationships as conscious alter-
natives and challenges to mar-
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riage. Iflesbians argue for same
sex marriage by saying “Wecan'’t
help it” or“We’rejustlikeyou”,
the radical potential ofthese chal-
lengesisundermined.

Inaninternetdebate on
the issue, law professor Barbara
Cox asked “What is more anti-
patriarchal...than clearly stating
that women can commit to one
another with no man in sight?”
Lindsay Quilterand Margy Pearl
argue thatlegal lesbian marriage
invalidates the concept of male
“ownership” of women, and
overturns patrilineage - inherit-
ance in the male line. English
lesbian psychologist Celia
Kitzinger believes marriage
would have to change if dykes
did it. “You can’t simply add
lesbians to institutions developed
by heterosexuals and leave the
institutions unchanged,” she
says.

While | share some of
these views, I don’t agree with
some leshians’assumptions that
legal recognition of their rela-
tionships must automatically be
good for lesbian communities.
When the government wants to
push asmany women as possible
into economic dependence on
their partners, | cannot see les-
bian pressure to be included in
marriage as merely a personal
“choice” orasimple humanrights
issue.

FeministViews on Human Rights
H Hrom aradical feministpoint

ofview, “human rights” is

a very limited lever for
f change. In New Zealand
law only individuals have them,
not groups. There is no provi-
sion forclassaction suits. Change
to many exploitative situations
relies on some gutsy person with
enough money and privilege to
survive two years of harassment
orunemploymentwhile their test
case chugs slowly through the
Human Rights Commission pro-
cess.

The lawalsoprotectsev-
erybody from every kind ofdis-
crimination, ignoring structured
inequalities in Aotearoa. So the
commissiongetsasmany ormore
complaints from Pakeha about
Maori racism” and men about
women’s “sexism” as the other
way around. The Act protects
the rights of heterosexuals and
bisexuals againstdiscrimination
on the grounds of their sexual
orientation, which makeswomen
and lesbian-only venues and
groups vulnerable. Human rights
isadouble-edged sword, able to
cut us as it protects us.

For radical feminists, les-
bians wanting to get married is
akin to women wanting to join
the army. Both are male-domi-
nated institutions. Feminists
mightsupportawomen’srightto
be asoldier, butwe’d ratherwork
to abolish the need for armed
forces atall.
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Other Impacts of Marriage on
Lesbians
ouples where one part-
ner is looking after chil-
dren and the other is in
paid work make up only

asmall percentage ofleshian re-

lationships. They’re the ones
who will be directly affected by
the sexist bias in Family Court
judgements. However, unem-
ploymentishigh. The courts are
likely to treat wage-earning les-
bians better when couples split
up, while unemployed partners
will do worse.

Once benefit rules in-
clude lesbians, couples who split
up would have to separate before
either of them was entitled to a
benefit in her own right. This
could leave a non-earning part-
nerinpoverty ifthey can’tagree
on a separation agreement and
she has to wait over ayear for a
property settlement.

Feminists of all
sexualities have resisted the com-
pulsory coupledom of marriage.
Married couples are supposed to
act as a unit, sleep together all
the time, satisfy each other’s
emotional needs and share any
money or property. However,
ex-loversare often partoflesbian
extended families and many
feminists and lesbians value eco-
nomic autonomy and indepen-
dentfriendships.

Lesbians and feminists
have created awide range ofpart-
nerships and living patterns. We
live with flatmates and alover, in
different households from lov-
ers, with loverand kids, with two
lovers at the same time, with
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whanau or aiga, co-parent chil-
dren as a couple, act as matua
whangai for whanau, co-parent
with friends orex-lovers, co-par-
ent with gay couples who have
fathered our children, have no
parenting role with our lover’s
kids, practice serial monogamy,
non-monogamy, non-genital
loverrelationships.
Heterosexuals already
judge monogamous-live-to-
gether-share-everything lesbian
relationships asmore legitimate
than othercommon lesbian pat-
terns. The opportunity to marry
will further validate this type of
lesbian relationship, undermin-
ing otherpatterns. Itwill enable
judges to rule on the nature and
quality of lesbian relationships
using heterosexualcriteria.

Feminist Views on Marriage
he point of view so far
missing in the public de-
bate on leshian marriage
isthe feministcritique of

disabled women to be economi-
cally dependent on apartner.

(This section spells outthe ways
in which marriage itself disad-
vantages women. Readers who
feel I'm telling them how to
suck eggs can skip to the next
one.)

For most heterosexual
women marriage isan economic
arrangementshrouded in talk of
“building alife together”.Are-
lationship with aman who has a
paid job usually ensures young
working women have a better
standard ofliving than they could
aspire to on their own or with
anotherwoman. The traditional
assumptionabout marriage - that
awoman swaps sexual and emo-
tional services for aman’s eco-
nomic support - is never spelt
out, although benefitrules make
itbrutally clear.

These days, most men
expect their female partners to
bring some money into the house

marriage as an anti-woman itf¢tiey can, but still be economi-

tution. The discussion has been
between Christian Right oppo-
nents ofeverything lesbian, and
those leshians and liberal Chris-
tians who support marriage as a
human right.

Adding leshians to mar-
riage still leaves married couples
with legal privileges which non-
married couplesdon’tget. Italso
doesn’ttouch benefitstructures
which force parenting,
caregiving, unemployed, sick or

cally dependent. Most people
stillexpect mothers in paid work
to care forthe household aswell,
while theirmale partnersare only
expected to do one job. Nine-
ties young women may some-
times scoff at feminist analyses
of marriage. But five years on,
when they’re caring full time for
toddlersand he’sthe one in paid
work, they often find they’ve
lurched from supposed equality
toadependence they hate.
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As long as women are
primarily responsible for raising
children and caring for sick rela-
tives, women’s jobs are treated
aslessimportant than theirpart-
ners’, are paid less than men’s,
and men’s jobs make it impos-
sible to care forchildren as well,
marriage willmeaneconomicde-
pendence for childrearing or
caregivingwomen. Ifyou think
things are different now, talk to
women who’ve left their kids to
be raised by their male partners,
or men who stay at home while
their female partnersearnagood
wage. They can tell you about
the strength ofsocietal expecta-
tions.

However, while marriage
meansdependence fornon-earn-
ing women, those in paid work
find the economic supportissup-
posed to flow two ways. Women
inemploymentmay have to sup-
port unemployed, sick or stu-
dent male partners forlong peri-
ods.

There are many possi-
bilities for radical changes to re-
lationship law. Forexample, we
could demand acoherent, flex-
ible law which can deal with the
widerangeoflivingarrangements
we choose, and which will over-
ride ourchoicesonlyinclearcases
ofunfairness orwhere avulner-
able partner needs protecting.
We could argue for a range of
legal partnerarrangements, ofdif-
ferent durations with different
conditions. We could lobby for



feature

the state to treat all relationships
equally for parenting, inherit-
ance, property division, immi-
gration and other aspects of our
liveswhere discrimination exists.
Then we can decide whether to
register ourrelationships ormake
our ownarrangements.

Marital Property

anywomen assume that
marriage has changed
because they no longer
have to promise to obey
their husbands. They
aware ofthe sexist lawsunderly-
ing marriage until they split up.
Women in the United
States lose up to 70% of their
standard oflivingwhen they leave
amarriage, while their husbands
gainup to 40%. Before the Mari-
tal Property Actin New Zealand,
women did evenworse. Current
New Zealand information isn’t
available, which in itselfis tell-
ing. Family law observers agree,
however, thatthe outcome isstill
much poorer forwomen than for
men. Says Wellington lesbian
socialworker Anne Ruck, “Two
years after a split, most of the
women with children have de-
scended into poverty, while hus-
bands are 30% better off.” No
one knowswhether lesbian part-
nersdo itany better, since there’s
no research about how lesbians
divide shared assets.
Familycourtjudges per-
sistently devalue the contribu-
tionoflongterm homemakers to
families, according to WhatEvery
WomanShouldKnow. They also
assume unrealistic opportunities
existforolderwomen inthe paid

workforce. When women care
for children, their skills and
knowledge from their paid work
gradually become out of date.
Ruth Busch says the myth that
equal property shares lead to
equal outcomes for men and
women ignoresasexisteconomy.
The law focuses on past and
present earning ability. Judges
don’tconsiderthe breadwinner’s
future earning potentialasama-
jorrelationship asset.

Women and children are
ag@rkying most of the social and
economic costs of divorce, says
Lynne Dempsey, policy devel-
opment co-ordinator for lobby
group Divorce Equity. The group
wants a comprehensive review
of all laws governing marriage,
domestic property, custody and
the Family Court. They want
the system to use a gendered
analysis rather than the current
assumption ofequality between
husbands and wives.

Although marriage split-
ups disadvantage wives, hetero-
sexual women in de facto rela-
tionships come out even worse.
Marital property law starts from
an assumption of half shares in
any property acquired after the
marriage, no matterwhose name
it’sin. It’sthe breadwinner’sjob
to prove the non-earner should
have asmallershare. The Fam-
ily Courtuses constructive trust
law tojudge de facto splits. This
lawassumesawoman hasno share
of property in the man’s name,
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We can
decide
whether

to register our
relationships
or make

our own
arrangements

and it’sthe woman’sjob to prove
she contributed.

To show faith in their
man, women often give up con-
trol over pooled money or let
their partner keep the Financial
records. Men with money are
more likely to know how to hide
assetsduringabreakup, and their
partners oftendon’thave enough
of their own money to hire ex-
perts to find and value these as-
sets. Women not in paid work
often can’t support themselves
during alengthy separation pro-
cess, so settle for less than they
should. Many women can’t af-
ford lawyers at all.

Property and De Facto
Relationships
any lesbian couples and
heterosexualwomen go
into relationships as-
suming that any earn-

ings and property each one has

will stay theirs. Doug Graham’s
proposed property law is likely
to change this. Christchurch les-
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bian lawyer Ocean says ‘legal
recognition’ of lesbians in
other countries has enabled
greaterstate “surveillance and
regulation of leshians in re-
turn forthe legal ‘right’ofles-
bians to fight each other in
courtoverproperty ™.
Inothercountrieswith
domestic property law, het-
erosexual and lesbhianwomen
withoutapartnership contract
have not been able to choose
whether the law will apply to
them. “Scandinavian regis-
tered partneship legislation re-
quires that both leshian part-
ners register theirrelationship
andthisact...presumesthatles-
bian couples agree to share
theirproperty,” saysOceanin
an article in the April 96
Otautahi Lesbian Outpost.
Property law overseas
hasn’tchanged otherdiscrimi-
nation about inheritance or
nextofkinrights. Since cases
areunpredictable and expen-
sive, the courtisapooroption
foracaregiverleftwithouteco-
nomic supportat the end ofa
relationship, Ocean says. If
shedoestake acase, the judges
will decide whether the
couple’srelationship islegally
acceptable. “This isan intol-
erable prospect for lesbhians
who wish to keep their power
to define their own lesbian
relationships.” Property law
whichisdesigned to deal with
inequalitiesbetween men and
womenwill impactdifferently
on same sex couples, and is
likely to have severe conse-
quences for leshians, since

theirearning potentialaswomen
isgenerally lower, she says.
‘Legal recognition’ which en-
ables lesbians to slug it out in
courtisalso likely to lead to much
greater policing of lesbians on
benefits, says Ocean.

Discrimination Between Marriage
and OtherRelationships

esbians, bisexual and het-
erosexual women in de
factorelationships still face
fewer rights than married

gether, the non-biological par-
ent has to apply to the court for
guardianship too, whereas mar-
ried lesbianswould automatically
both be guardians.

Immigration People who marry
New Zealanders automatically
getresidency. De facto and les-
bian partnersofNew Zealanders
have to prove a “genuine and
stable” relationship by showing
shared accommodation, income,
bank accounts and photos. De
facto partners must have been
together fortwo years and same
sex couples for four. The Act
should treat all relationships
equally.

Nextof Kin Yourautomatic nextof
kin are set out in the Law of

couples in property splits, inh®u#ccession, which ignores de

itance, immigration, parenting
and otherareas. These laws will
each need to be changed to pro-
vide equality forall kinds ofrela-
tionships. Some selected anoma-
lies -

Property Allcouples, notjustmar-
ried ones, should have any prop-
erty they have jointly contrib-
uted to divided equally, and fu-
ture earning power should be a
major consideration. However,
the law should not assume that
couples will automatically share
property. Married couples can
already contract to keep some
property separate, ortooptoutof
the Matrimonial Property Act
provisions. Othercouples need
to do this too, especially women
holding Maoritaonga, assets from
aprevious relationship orafam-
ily business.

Parenting 1f two lesbians decide
to have a child and raise it to-
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facto and same sex relationships.
Your next of kin can visityou in
hospital, getmedical information
and coroners’reports and make
decisions aboutyour care ifyou
are unable to communicate.
Single women can’t choose a
close friend over biological fam-
ilymembers. De facto and same
sex partners may be included as
partofamajorreview ofthe law.
Says Nigel Christie of the Law
Commission, “Itwouldn’tstopa
family from contesting it,butthey
wouldn’t have the same chance
ofsuccessasthey have now.”” All
people should be able to easily
nominate alegal nextofkin, say,
by filling a form at a Post Shop,
rather than having to pay law-
yers’fees.

Official Definitions of Family The De-
partment of Statistics defined a
family as an adult heterosexual
couple or parent/s and children
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in their analysis ofthe 1991 cen-
sus. Governmentpolicy on fami-
liesremains rigidly heterosexist
and monocultural, ignoring fami-
liesofchoice and extended fami-
lies. We need to fight forrecog-
nition ofall kinds of families.
Official Recognition of Leshians How
many forms have you read that
just ask for “marital status”? In
the lastfew censuses, some dykes
have written “leshian” over ev-
ery option. Just because some
lesbians might be able to tick
married” in the future may not
make lesbians any more visible.
Demand that the government
recognises and counts leshians.

Women and Benefits
arriage and benefit laws
are like two parallel
mazes, which go in dif-
ferent directions when

todoit. Thisisthe marital model
stripped ofromance.

Althoughmarriedwomen
and women in relationships “in
the nature ofmarriage” pay equal
rates oftax on theirincomes, they
are not entitled to unemploy-
ment, sickness, disability or do-
mestic purposes benefits unless
their partner’s earnings are very
low. Thisassumesthatmen share
theirmoney equally, when most
heterosexual women get a lot
less than half. Only accident
compensation and superannua-
tion are independent of a
partner’sincome.

Errolyn, who hasanadult
daughter with a disability, says,
“Womenrearingchildren orcar-
ing forothers deserve awage for
thatwork, regardless ofwho they
sleepwith”.

Benefits are one ofthe
few areas where it pays to be a
leshbian, says Shona Solomon,
former co-ordinator of DPB Ac-
tion in Wellington. When Social
Welfare treats lesbian relation-
ships the same as heterosexual

youreach the same corners, Bathipe predicts “horrific” con-

sets of rules can affect you at
once. Forexample, marriage law
doesn’tassume that a new part-
nerisresponsible forsupporting
kids from aprevious relationship,
butbenefitrules do. (Advice for
the modern girl - he or she is
always"the flatmate”.)

“The currentbenefitsys-
tem isgrossly unfairtowomen,”
says Errolyn Jones. Women on
benefits whose sexual partner
moves in are treated like prosti-
tutes, she says. The state won’t
pay them ifsome man isaround

sequences for lesbian mothers
on the DPB. “The misogyny of
Social Welfare and society to-
wards women on the DPB will
combine withhomophobia, ” she
says. “It’s no coincidence that
women on the DPB are treated
worse than women on the dole.
It’sastatementthatwomendon’t
need men. Ifthey’re also living
in lesbian relationships, they’re
obviously notredeemable.””
Ifalesbianmothercomes
out to any state agency, espe-
cially Social Welfare, the way

We need
to fight

for
recognition
of all

kinds

of families.

she’s treated changes immedi-
ately, Shona says. “The most
common assumption is that we
have sex infrontofourchildren.”

Older lesbians are cur-
rently invisible to the state ifone
of them has to go into a rest
home. Ifthey’redobbed in, both
their hard-won assets will get
eaten up to pay forgeriatric care
asheterosexualwomen’ssavings
are. When benefitruleschange,
thousands of women living to-
gether on super, the dole or the
DPB will lose income.

The government has
been reluctant to include
women’srelationshipsinbenefit
definitions, says Errolyn, “be-
cause it’sa nightmare. You can
gettwo women doing the wash-
ing, cooking foreach other, sleep-
ing in the same bed and per-
ceived socially as a couple, and
they may not be in asexual rela-
tionship. Two lesbians living
together are so similar to two
heterosexualwomen friends liv-
ingtogether.”

Treasury and otherright
wing policy makerswantthe state
tospend lesson benefits. Under
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this regime, closing the benefit
loophole around lesbianrelation-
ships has been on the cards for
severalyears, especially since the
Human Rights Amendment Act
and the BillofRights Act. How-
ever, the leshian High Court
marriage case may have pushed
the policy makers along.

Financial Independence
oint income tests over-
whelmingly disadvantage
women. I’'m not saying
lesbians should keep their

sion on Social Policy in 1988 rec-
ommended astandard individual
benefit rate, with an extra 20%
for people living alone. The
state already treats us as indi-
viduals for taxesexceptwhenwe
have dependentchildren, where
they decide family support on
aggregate parental income.
Leonie Morris outlines
the concept ofa Universal Basic
Income on page 19 of this issue.
A strong movement supporting
this kind ofconcept is essential
tocounter the government’sin-

invisibility and the protectiopigtence on the marriage model

gives them from snooping,
dobbing in and punitive Social
Welfare responses to women’s
sexuality. No one should be
treated like this. The mostobvi-
ous way towards women’s eco-
nomic independence is for ev-
eryone to be treated by the state
aseconomic individuals, whether
we’re inrelationships or not.
Lindsay Quilter and
Margy Pearl supportthis idea for
allcouples. The Royal Commis-

Groups

Divorce Equity

c/- Lynne Dempsey, PO Box 7010,
Te Ngai, Rotorua, phone 07 345
7350

Lesbians Who Don't Want a Bar of
It

PO Box 6649, Te Aro, Wellington,
phone 04 382 8556

Parity in Law Fund,

c/- Pride Centre, PO Box 5426,
Wellesley St, Auckland,for
donations to the legal costs of the
lesbian marriage case

for benefits. Any universal pay-
mentwould go to bank accounts
controlled only by the individual,
rather than jointaccounts.

Several different social
groups are fed up with unjust
benefit and relationship struc-
tures. While some ofthese sys-
tems are getting a major shake
up, let’s try to build coalitions
which will get all of us greater
independence and autonomy, in
and out of relationships.

m

Resources

Legal
recognition
elsewhere
has enabled
greater state
surveillance
of leshians
In return for
the right

to fight each
other in court

Leshian and Gay Marriage by Suzanne Sherman, and ''Gay Mar-
riage: Are We Ready?"in 10%magazine, available at LILAC, the

Wellington lesbian library.

Intemet- http://www.eskimo.com/ demian/index.htmlfor overseas

information about gay marriage

OutLaw: A Legal Guide forLesbians and Gay Men in New Zealand,
by the Auckland Lesbian and Gay Lawyers Group, 1994

WhatEvery Woman Should Know About Her Partner's Money, by
Shelby White and Lynne Spender, New Zealand editors Trish Lynds
and Janet McLeod, HodderMoa Beckett, 1995

Lesbian Quarterly Vol 1llssue 2, March 1996P0O Box 11882, Wellington
Women and Economics, by Pru Hyman, Bridget Williams Books,

1994

Women and Taxation, ed Claudia Scott, Institute for Policy Studies,

1993
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NANCIAL
NDEPENDENCE
FORWOMEN -
THE UNIVERSAL

BASIC INCOME
BylLeonieMorris

For most women, one of the main ob-
stacles to self-determination is lack of
financial independence.

Many interrelated factors work
to reduce women’s earning capacity -
low wages in the ‘caring professions’,
assumptions about what work women
should perform, and the fact that much
of the work that women do is unpaid
work: housework and caring for chil-
dren, sick people and the elderly.

Further hindering women’s fi-
nancialindependence isoursocial security
system. Established in 1938, itwas based
on ahousehold ofamale ‘breadwinner’
and adependentwife and children. Since
then the status ofwomen has been trans-
formed, but for heterosexual couples,
social welfare entitlements are based on
their combined income. Although a

woman pays full taxes while inemployment, her
partner, married orde facto, isexpected to support
them when ill orunemployed - or vice versa.

T reating couples asone unit, instead ofas
two taxpayers with individual entitlements, can
also disadvantage men, butbecause the woman is
more likely to be the lowerincome earner, women
are atthe greatest disadvantage.

Ironically, gay and lesbian couples have so
far escaped this enforced dependence, and ben-
efited relative to heterosexual couples, because
their relationships are not recognised. Unfortu-
nately, it is only a matter of time before the
government re-evaluates this. (See Jenny
Rankine’s article in this issue. Ed.)

While Bolger’sgovernment romanticises
the nuclear family, the current situation means
there isan incentive for low income heterosexual
coupleswithyoungchildren to splitup, sothatthe
mother can receive the Domestic Purposes Ben-
efit. There isanecdotal evidence that this isin fact
happening. There isalso an incentive to commit
benefitfraud. Ifawoman with low earningpoten-
tial and young children wants to stay with her male
partner, the only way she can receive anindepen-
dentincome forherselfistoclaim the DPB illegally.
In this way, our current social welfare provisions
can be said to have criminalised a basic human
right to financial independence.

Research shows that low paid women
frequently leave theirjobs when their male part-
ner becomes unemployed. (1) The man then
receivesamarried rate benefit for the two ofthem.
This leaves the woman extremely dependentand
vulnerable.

W ithin government, itistaken forgranted
thatincome within families isdistributed equita-
bly. Recent New Zealand research on Pakeha
families with older children has confirmed what
common sense suggests - that men consume a far
greater share ofthe joint family income .(2) This
was found to be true regardless of the level of
family income. Robin Fleming and Susi Easting
found that, in families where the man’s income
was high and the woman’s low, there was a ten-
dency for the woman to have little control over
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Incentives for

how the money
was spent. In the
low income fami-
lies, whilewomen
had responsibility
for trying to
stretchthe money
to cover the
children’s needs,
farmore money wasspenton the father’s
personal needs than on the mother’s.
The main factor in household money
being shared equally was the woman
being on areasonably good wage.

fraud

The Universal Basic
Income

These problemscould be ameliorated
by the introduction ofwhatisknown in
New Zealand as the Universal Basic
Income. This isabenefitortax rebate
available to every adult as a right of
citizenship. The UBlwould replace all
existing state cash payments, e.g. social
welfare benefits, national superannua-
tion, student allowances, etc. As a
citizenship right, itwould be based on
legal residence, and would notbe work
tested or means tested.

Proponents of the UBI have
different ideas about the exact form it
should take. Below isthe UBI proposal
put forward by the Aotearoa Network
of Unemployed and Beneficiaries to
the EmploymentTaskforce, using 1993
figures.

1. Every adult (aged 19 and over)
would receive abenefitortax credit/tax
rebate 0f$7,650 pa. The same amount
would be paid to 16-18 year olds who
had left school, but this would be paid
through a ‘nominalemployer’-anedu-
cational or training institution,
employer, community organisation, or
anyone providing some form of em-
ploymentortraining.

2. In addition, $3,980 would be paid
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couplesto splitup 1 *~
or commit benefit

to each household with at
least one dependent child.
3. Athird paymentof$1,900
would be paid forreach sub-
sequentchild,

each adult over 60,

and to any household in
which there was only one
adult.

For those with special needs - for example, with
high accommodation costs or disability related ex-
penses - a Supplementary Benefit would be
implemented.

The UBI has many advantages forwomen.
It would ensure an independent income when a
woman was not in paid employment, whether she
was single, married orin adefacto relationship. For
mothers with partners, itwould provide anincome
ifthey chose toremain athome with children. The
universal nature of the UBI would remove any
stigma from the Domestic Purposes Benefit.

Animportantaspectisthatthe UBI would
abolish the poverty traps that prevent people in
poverty from benefiting from earning additional
wages. Under the present system people on low
incomes effectively pay tax rates ofup to 100% on
additional income. This is because of the rapid
abatement of Family Support and other benefits
and also through lossofentitlement to low medical
fees and prescription charges. There would' no
longer be any discrimination on marital status or
with aperson is living with someone in a ‘relation-
ship in the nature ofmarriage’. We would be rid of
the surveillance of beneficiaries and the whole
apparatus of blaming and inspecting people on
benefits.

»Some wealth would be transferred from
those on very high incomes (mainly men) to those
on low incomes (mainly women).

Women (and men) could afford to make
more choices aboutwhat they wished to do. They
could choose to train or retrain, set up their own
business, stay at home and look after children,
follow an artistic orcommunity work career.

Because there would no longer be people
desperate for any sort of work, the wages and
conditions for unpleasant work - often done by
women -would have to be improved.

mimlL bimb



Could New Zealand Afford
the UBI?

The AotearoaN etwork of Unemploycd& Benefi-
ciaries suggests that the UBI be partly funded by
atax rate 0f52% on personal incomes. (3) There
would also be an increased tax base if UBI was
introduced, asunemployed people and otherben-
eficiaries could move into parttime work without
being disadvantaged. Inthe ANUB’sview, the
current welfare system encourages the black
economy, under the table wages (which can’tget
union protection), benefit fraud and crime.

One single system based on simple crite-
ria would replace all the current state payments
and benefits, based on complex criteria which
constantly change. Vastsavings would be made
by the reduction inbureaucratic systems and asso-
ciated costsinvolved in administering the income
support services, student allowances and loans
and the income tax system.

Huge cost savings could also come from
the factthat mostpeople would once again have a
stake insociety. This would mean much greater
social stability and far less crime, with related
savings in the areas ofhealth, policing and justice.

Re-defining Work

Some people will be opposed to the UBI because
they view itas paying able, working-age people to
do nothing. Ironically, the currentsystem already
pays unemployed people for doing nothing - and
then penalises them when they find part-time or
temporary work. Ifthe UBI
were introduced, few
people would opt to live on
such a low income and do
nothing. People would
choose to live on the UBI
only ifthey had some other
motivation, such as caring
for children, study, explor-
ing their personal creativity,

etc. a right of citizenship

The UBI deliber-

The Universal

Basic Income is—1 5 *

feature

ately redefines work. Currently those
who do unpaid work inthe home and in
the community - mainly women - lack
not only income, but recognition and
respect. Yet much unpaid work is of
greatersocial value than much paid work.

The UBI is not a panacea that
would solvewomen’sfinancial problems.
It is a reform, one that would reduce
poverty and increase real choices. For
the UBI to really increase choices for
women with children, its introduction
would have to be coupled with a huge
increase in the availability of low cost,
high quality childcare and after-school
care.

Election year is an opportune
time to encourage debate onthe UBI in
ourcommunities, and to
lobby the Alliance and Labour Party to
adopt UBI as party policy.

Formore information, contact:
The Manawatu Working Party
on the UBI

c/- Private Bag 11 042
Palmerston North.

O References:

1 R. Cheyne,M. O’Brien, M. Belgrave(forth-
coming) Social Policy in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
Auckland: Oxford University Press

2. R Fleming, S. Easting (1994) Couples,
Households & Money: Intra Family Income
Project, Wellington.

3. The Aotearoa Net-
work ofUnemployed&
Beneficiaries (1994)
Employmentlssuesand
Solutions. The
Peoples Press,
Auckland. This ar-
ticle draws heavilyon
material published
by the ANUB
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LONDON'S _
burning

MOVE OVER, NEW IDEA] ONCE AGAIN
GOSS ON ROYALS! BY LISA SABBAGE

What’s hot in London? Not the
weather, that’s forsure. ButPrin-
cess Dianaand Susie Orbach have
turned up the heat on the Royal
Family. Or have they?

InLondon there are three
themes that regularly crop up in
conversation - the weather, sex,
and the Royal Family. Each topic
canleadtoheated debate aspeople
reveal their true colours and de-
clarethemselvesto be anti-freeze,
sex-free,arampantroyal, or-worst
ofall-completely indifferent.

On odd occasionsthe sub-
jects intersect - as they did when
rumours surfaced that, in the not
too distant past, Charles and
Camillahad enjoyed vigorousout-
door pursuits. “No! How could
they?” came the shocked, indig-
nantresponse in pubs and sitting
rooms all over the nation. “Itwas
at least six below zero!”

But it seems the British
are not alone in their preoccupa-
tions. Ilhave been puzzledrecently
by one particular question that
keeps popping up in letters from
home. “What’sthe gosswith Di?”
my so-called friendswantto know,
having speedily dispensed with
Hiand how areyou. Di, Ithought,
feeling guilty. Do I know a Di?
Then it dawned on me. They

meantDiana, Her Royal Shyness,
QueenofFarts(sorry,anotherBrit-
ishpreoccupation), Princess ofthe
People, Forthe People.

W hat’s she got that I
haven’t, | wondered petulantly,
dredging my rich and busy life for
the answer. Gradually Irealised it
could only be one thing: Susie
Orbach.

Susie, authorofthatfabu-
lous epic, Fatisa Feministlssue, has
helped the princessrealise itwasn’t
her faultthe fairytaledidn’tcome
true, and that when the not-so
handsome prince took her to be
his awfully bedded wife, itwasn’t
true love somuch asagood career
move.

He - and the institution
that is the monarchy - literally
banked on Diana being soft, mal-
leable, fertileand aboveall, nottoo
bright. They didn’twantthe prin-
cessand the pea, they wanted her
to be the pea. Awell minted pea,
I’ll grant you, but a pea all the
same.

What happened to the
fairytale, Dianawondered. Maybe
if she was slimmer, being a pea
would have more job satisfaction.
But a few bouts of bulimia later,
she was still being ignored, rolled
out only for the occasional photo
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opportunity on the prince’sarm.

Enter fairy godmother
Susie, whom Diana began seeing
in 1994. Her entrance heralded
the rebirth of Diana as a shiny
feministicon who stood up to the
monarchy and refused to be ex-
ploited. Indoing so, she notonly
regained her power and identity
but, according to some cultural
observers, challenged the very
notionthat Britain should be ruled
by amonarch in the first place.

But has she really? As she
and Charles embark upon their
tug-of-war divorce, ithas become
pretty clear that her title isall im-
portant. Charles wants it back.
She wants to keep it. Her status,
after all, comes not from being
DianaSpencer, butPrincess Diana,
mother of the heir to the throne.
Her identity remains defined by
and dependent on her relation-
ship to the monarchy.

W hat’s she
gotthat |
havent?

Susie Orbach



It is true that Diana and
Charleshave verydifferentvisions
of the role of royalty. While he
represents a kind of Victorian ro-
manticism in which the King is a
paternal figure who defends his
people’straditional values -archi-
tecture, pastoralism, good spoken
English (and unspoken adultery),
Diana isapopulistwho famously
likes to talk.

“lwould like amonarchy
that has more contact with its
people,” she said in her ratings
winning BBC interview, adding
that she is training her sons to
understand ‘people’s hopes and
dreams’.

“The Britishpeople need
someone in public life to give af-
fection, to make them feel
important, tosupportthem, togive
them lightatthe end oftheirdark
tunnels.”

But the condescension
implicitinherwordsisnotnew. In
wanting to be the ‘Queen of
Hearts’, to ‘give love foraminute,
for half an hour, for a day, for a

month’;she isnotlooking forward
butharking back to the 16th cen-
tury model of the monarch as a
divine powerwith atelephone to
heaven, spreading love, lightand
healing among the common
people.

NeitherCharlesnorDiana
are advocating any fundamental
change to the fairytale. T he Brit-
ish people - unlike their
counterparts in other European
countries with royal families - re-
mainsubjectsratherthan citizens,
because there isnowritten consti-
tution here. Instead there is an
unwritten constitution premised
onthe notion that the law iswhat-
ever the monarch deigns to let
Parliament pass.

W ithoutanywritten obli-
gations, the only tool the Royal
Family has to prove its legitimacy
is its good behaviour. When that
bubble bursts - as it spectacularly
has - its undemocratic (as Diana
can testify) centre isexposed.

Diana and the royal di-

vorce have not created a

a divine
power with a
telephone to
heaven

constitutional crisis. They are
symptoms ofthatcrisis.

For Diana(and Susie) the
worry should be that having es-
caped one fairytale, she doesn’t
become trapped in another - a
modern day Rapunzel allowed to
climbdown from hertoweronlyas
longasshe doesn’ttrytoteardown

the castle. R
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THE TAX CUTS

An Economic Episiotomy

byDeirdreKent

T H E recentlyannounced taxre-
ductionsillustratewhywomen are
needed in government. After a
decade ofhearing Roger Douglas
talking about “families” on TV,
we now have to suffer Bill Birch
and Jim Bolger doing the same.
Andtocap itoff,on Monday night
we had three other male politi-
cians - Jim Anderton, Michael
Cullen and Winston Peters - all
joining in with their comments,
which ignoretheroleofwomenin
families other than as additional
breadwinners.

We heard how “working
families” would be better off, and
saw illustrations ofhow ifyou had
two children you would bring
home more money. Two “work-
ing families” were interviewed.
Both parents worked for pay in
each case, while theirwork innur-
turing and caring for children was
all assumed to be ofno economic
value.

Ithink itwasJim Anderton
who noted that children of em-
ployed people gotmore outofthe
package than children of unem-
ployed. Never did the word
“mother” or “woman” cross the
lipsofmale politicians. Asthough
trained by public relations gurus,
they all talked of “families” and
“children” -greatstuff, ifyoudon’t
see through it.

I recall once phoning a
talkback and asking Roger Dou-
glashow he defined “family”’. His
reply was that he hadn’t really

An episiotomy iswhen
they snip you during
childbirth. Good for some
but not so
good for mothers.

thoughtaboutitand he would have
todosome thinkingonthatsubject.

As a grandmother and
formerfulltime motheroffourchil-
dren, | argue that those who care
about families should reclaim the
word “family” to include the work
ofthe onewho usually cares forthe
family. We cannothave politicians
continually leaving women out of
the picture. Ifwe care for families
we should care forwomen.

Once again it seems as
though men are going to get tax
deductions because their wives
work doing the lion’s share of the
unpaid familywork. Itjusthappens
tobeworkwhich savesusbillionsin
health bills, socialwelfare bills, and
prison bills since we have known
for decades, if not centuries, that
loving care ofchildren iscritical for
their physical, mental, social and
emotionaldevelopment.

Oh, Iknowyou aregoingto
say that it all goes towards “family
income” and you are right. The
only problem isthat the balance of
powerwithin the family once more
movestowardsthe “breadwinner”
who is rewarded because the un-
paid partnerdoes mostofthe family
work. Anew “family tax credit’isto
be introduced. Why, if sexes are
supposed to be even, does one sex
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get the financial credit for the
work of the other? No matter
how muchwe love our “working
partners”, we don’t want them
getting the creditforfamilywork
thatwe do.

I believe this to be an
anti-family package. It is anti-
family because it takes no ac-
countofthe corework ofafamily,
the nurturing and the raising of
children. According to our tax
andwelfare system thisiswork of
no economic value. It is not
counted in the GDP. Despite
yearsofhand-wringingabout the
importanceof“recognising un-
paid household work”,
women’straditionalworkstillre-
mains invisible in ourcensus and
in the way we keep our national
accounts.

Women’s reproductive
andallhousehold productivework
still remains unvalued. Despite
years ofrhetoric about how men
should help with the household
cookingandcleaning, thewomen
still do the main work offeeding
and clothing the family, not to
mention caring for their health
and education.

The tax cut package is
anti-family because it penalises
full time mothers and puts pres-
sureonthemtojoinwhatis nicely
called the “work force” -as ifall
mothersaren’tworking mothers.
The unpaid work caring for de-
pendents and keeping a house-
hold running remains totally



unrecognised. Italsosaysthatthe
partners ofunemployed men are
tobe penalised because theirman
isn’t working for pay. Itis unfair
that two sisters working equally
welltobringup familiesare treated
differently because the men they
love have adifferentemployment
status.

Many years ago when |
was presidentofTauranga Branch
of the Federation of Women we
invited the late Dr Erich Geiringer
to be a guest speaker at a
fundraising dinner. In 1973 the
women’s movement had begun
and Erich had spent lots of time
thinking through his talk. Those
whorecallhim willknow thatwhen
he thought he was very produc-
tive. Hisbrillianttalk hasremained
with me foryears, and I hope Istill
recall itaccurately. He argued that
the women’s movement was go-
ing in the wrong direction by en-
couragingwomen tojoin the paid
work force. Liberation did not
come from having two jobs, one
paid and one unpaid, he argued,
especially ifthe paidjob waswork-
ing in a factory. He said that if
women wanted feminine values
of cooperation, nurturing, sensi-
tivity and peace to have any politi-
calinfluence, thenwomen nneeded
half the economic power. The
way togeteconomic powerwas to
transfer half the money from the
men to the women.

Women, he said, would
notgetequality in the work force
because the job of reproducing
and raising children - their tradi-
tional job - still remained outside
the economic realm. So that job
had to be paid.

For two decades the
women’smovementhasstruggled

to find asuitable method ofbring-
ing the traditional caring work of
women into the money economy.
Ithasrightly resisted promoting a
“carer’swage” because thatwage
ties women to the home. The
women’smovementwassupposed
tobe aboutwidening, notnarrow-
ingchoices.

The time isnow overdue
for a fair tax system - one that
transfers money from men to
women, from breadwinners tocar-

| believe this
to be an
anti-family
package

ers, one that gives women eco-
nomic power by paying for our
traditionalwork. One solutionisto
have the state give women a
“Carer’s Responsibility Wage”.
The carerwould be given money
for the responsibility. She (or he)
still has the option to pay a
neighbour, agrandmotherorachild
carecentre, butwhere responsibil-
ity forthatdependentlieswith the
person who receives the wage. It
is quite different from a carer’s
wage and is, | admit, inspired by
ACT’s philosophy that the indi-
vidual knows better than the state
how to help themselves.

This Carer’sResponsibil-
ity Wage would relieve the politi-
ciansofthe need to devise systems
to“supportfamilies”. Theyshould
supportfamiliesby supporting the
person who does the core family
work. For too long we have
overburdened our men and un-
der-utilised ourwomen. We need

Deirdre Kentisa writerand political activist of Christchurch.

She was formerly Director of ASH.

torelievemen ofthe majorburden
offamily financial responsibility.

But isn’t heterosexual
“family” one where a man sup-
portsawoman? Yes, but through
the tax system, please. He pays
taxesand she gets herpay from the
government. Familieswon’tde-
clineifindividualsare treated sepa-
rately. The paradox is thatwhile
families are the most important
unitofour society, they will only
thrive ifeach adultistreated with
fullrespectasan individual through
the tax system. We need ataxand
welfare system which stops inter-
fering in familiesbygiving “bread-
winners” in families special ben-
efits like tax deductions. Within
families there are two separate
working adults. The system al-
ready treat gays and lesbians in
committed relationships as indi-
viduals, ironically because their
family partnership isnot officially
recognised.

Thewomen’smovement
ofthe 1970s has ensured that the
1940sconceptofafamilycompris-
ingaworking man and an unpaid
homeworker, has been replaced
by allowing the possibility of two
breadwinnersand two unpaid car-
ers. Thisisnotenough. We must
bring caring into the money
economy. Families will be stron-
gerwhenwe allow free and loving
relationships to exist between
working adults who are economi-
cally independent of each other,
yet who pool their finances be-
cause of their love for each other
and theirdependents.

I am sorry, Mr Birch, the
patriarchal family of your tax and
welfare systemmustgo. Youcan’t
kid us thispackage willstrengthen
the family. [B]
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This October 12th we’ll be changing New Zealand’s
electoral system....or will we? You get 2 ticks to decide...

MMP Might Mean Progress ?

by Linda Hill

Masses Make Protest?

More Members of Parliament?
Many Mini Parties?

Means Media Pandemonium?
More Maori Parliamentarians?
Might Minimise Personalities &
Maximise Meaningful Policy?
Male Members Predominate?

Mediocre Male Priorities?

e e e e e e e e
~— N~

Hope Springs Eternal

opted foramajor change in the political system. |
believe thatwaswhatwe were all voting for, after a
decade ofradical right slash-and-burn nevermen-
tioned in pre-election manifestos.

However, all we were voting on was a
choice between systemsofvoting forourMembers
ofParliament: FirstPast the Post, orMixed Mem-
berProportional. There islittleinthattoensure that
the policies of a party are carried through into
government, orthatthe Parliamentary tail, once in
power, doesn’t wag the dog. In fact, some of the
new tails which have popped up in anticipation of
MMP don’teven seem to have dogs.

Nor does it ensure that politicians in the
House willrecoverfrom their two-party adversarial
mind-setand cooperate like reasonable adultswith
an importantjob to do. For the few days of ‘hung
Parliament’in 19931hoped thatcooperationcould
beginrightaway, withoutwaitingforMMP. Butno,
inaccepting the non-voting Speaker’srole forone
of its MPs, one party apparently preferred losing
power to sharing it.
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What MMP will do isredress an unfairness
thathasresulted fromeveryelectionsince 1978. The
party which won by the most votes did not win the
majority ofseats. Governments were decided by a
few thousand votes in a few marginal seats, and this
was then taken as amandate for any policy that the
governmentchose toimplement. Votes in safe seats
did not need to be chased, and in unwinnable seats
weren’tworth chasing. Thispushed parties towards
marketing themselves to the ‘floating voter’ in
Remuera, Horowhenuaand Eden -orjust towards
political opportunism.

Under MMP aparty can win seats in Parlia-
ment through the total number of votes it polls, as
wellasby winning electorates, soevery vote counts.

One argument around at the time of the
MMP referendum was that party lists would assure
jobs forparty hacks. Amore attractive argumentwas
thatproportional representation was likely to lead to
ahigh proportionofwomen MPs-and ofMaori MPs.
Apamphletputoutby the Women’sElectoral Lobby
and the Electoral Reform Coalitionexplained itlike
this:

"Atpresent, well-qualified women candidates often
fail to gain selection. When aparty chooses acandi-
date for a local seat such as Auckland Central or
Invercargill, itmustchoose eitheraman orawoman.
W ith party lists the party can select both men and
women -and partieswillbe judged accordingly. This

makes it easier forwomen to gain selection."

Towards the 1996 Election

Wi ith this inmind, Brvadsheetdecided to take alook
athow thingswere shapingup forwomen in the next
election. Normally electionsare held inNovember,
but there has been speculation about a possible
earlier date. So we wrote to the major parties, the
minor parties and asmany ofthe microscopic parties
as we could call to mind and find a likely contact
address for. We asked them to tell us about their



women’s policy, about any policies they thought
would be ofparticularinteresttowomen voters, and
aboutthe gendercomposition oftheircandidates list.
Some replied, some didn’t.

A week isalong time in politics, someone
said. lrecognise that Broadsheet'sridiculously long
lead-time makes itunreasonable, ifnottotally ridicu-
lous, to requestapolicy position sixmonths before an
election - given the speed at which principles and
policies have changed over the last 12 years. How-
ever, we presentthis material as some indication of
where parties are atin the policy development pro-
cess with regard to gender equity in politics and

policiesonwomen.

So, once over lightly, with the usual alpha-
betical bias...as at the end of April 1996.

Act

No response to our letter. Not

even acopy of Prebble’s book to
review. Too busy thinking, prob-
ably, though Rogerseemstohave
given up, thank god. However,
given their generous advertising
budget, we have a fair idea what
they are thinking about. The
individualisation ofhealth, educa-
tion and old age support. Let’s
help them think it through from a
women’spolicy angle.

Since women have less
accesstoincome thanmen-by the
hour, by the week and over alife-
time - some of us will live longer
pastworking age. It makes more
sense forus to spread the running
costsand the risks. However, alot
ofwomen’shealth care isthe nor-
mal cost of producing the next
generation, and a lot of our time
out ofthe workforce isabout car-
ing for them. Maybe there’s
something in Act’s logic of indi-
vidual responsibility and userpays.
We could presenthubby with the
bills forthe gynaecologistand any-
thing we do beyond a strict half

SANDRA LEE. ALLIANCE

share ofthe domesticand childcare
workload. Andwe canpresentthe
kids with the maternity bills on
their 18th birthday. That should
stack up toanice little retirement
nest-egg.

Allilance

A detailed women’s policy has
been developed and accepted by
all five parties (with a little resis-
tance over some hoary
reproductive rights issues). I had
betterdeclare some involvement
back in 1994-1995. The Alliance
Auckland office said the policy
was notyetpublically available, as
aspectswere being costed forthe
Alternative Budget. ButWomen’s
Spokesperson Phillida Bunkle
sentittousanyway. “We do now
have some reasonable policy, ” she
says.

Goals are, briefly, that
women’sworkisrecognised, health
needsmet,equaleducationandem-
ployment opportunities ensured
and a ‘harmonious and safe

environment’t created by ‘elimi-
nating the underlying causes of
violence’. (Aradicalfeministanaly-
sis might make this last point a
verywideagendaindeed!) There
is ‘absolute commitment’to abol-
ishingthe EmploymentContracts
Act, effectiveemploymentequity
legislation will be introduced, un-
der- and un-employment ad-
dressed. There is a caregiver’s
policy, 12 weeks paid parental
leave, free contraception and the
feasibility ofa Universal Basic In-
come will be explored. So, some
commitmentsand some possibili-
ties.

The Alliance ‘recognises
thatwomen’sissues need to be at
the heart of social policy’. When
asked aboutwomen’spolicy, Alli-
ance people always say that their
economic, health, education, tax
and income support policies are
intended tobenefitpeople onthe
lowestincomes, who are ofcourse
disproportionatelywomen, Maori
and other ethnic minorities.
Itwould be easierforusto recognise
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thatifthey sometimesused the ‘w’
word inwritingall those other poli-
cies.

The Alliance’s ‘bottom
line’ policy is 60:40 - either way -
whichhasbeenachieved with40%
women candidates in the List’s
top 30, and 30% women among
the candidates standing in every
electorate in the country. Cer-
tainly, the top end ofParty always
looks good with Sandra Lee and
Jeanette Fitzsimmons.

Christian
Heritage

Christian Heritage senttheir 1993
policy manifesto, although it has
been ‘softened’ (their word) at a
recentparty conference and isbe-
ing worked through with their
coalition partner, the Christian
Democrats. (Noreply fromRight
ofCentre butaren’tthey going in
here too?) An interesting docu-
ment. If they had become
government in 1993 Christian
Heritage would outlaw Activities
which Damage Family Life, such

as abortion and
euthanasia, por-
nography,
obscenity and
blasphemy,
prostitution, al-
cohol and drug
abuse, homo-
sexuality, as
well as abolish-
ing no-fault
divorce, the
Ministry  of
Women’s Af-
fairs and
reducingsocialworkers’powersin
relationtochild molestation. They
support full employment, volun-
taryunionism, equalemployment
opportunity and equal pay, but
oppose pay equity ‘based on artifi-
cial comparisons’. | liked the
pornography policy and the day of
rest on Sundays best, and there’s
alot to be said for honouring the
role ofthe homemaker. The num-
ber of homemakers on the
candidates list has not yet been
released.

LabourParty

The LabourParty sentusabushel
of policy papers with lots of ‘w’
words. Their official women’s
policy for 1996 wasn’t yet public
either, for similar reasons to the
Alliance’s. However, there have
been some pretty open meetings
presenting some good stuff. This
includes six weeks’paid parental
leave, and strong policy on adult
education and the elderly which is
directed atwomen.

Labour has taken a specific
women’s policy to the last five
elections. With strongorganisation
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throughwomen’sbranches, ithas
a good track record on feminist
issues. DianaY atessaysthatmany
of the gains displayed on New
Zealand’s stall at Beijing ‘were
achieved by Labour women and
under Labourgovernments’.

What let good Labour
women down was Rogernomics -
andwhatdid any ofusknow about
economics in the early 1980s?
Credibility isstill alittle stretched
by the time it has taken to turn
around Labour’s economic, fiscal
and industrial policiesandtocome
outclearlyagainstNational’spolicy
directions, such asthe ECA.

Apre-MMP mind-setcon-
tinues in standing Judith Tizard
againstAucklandineumbentSandra
Lee. | know many Alliance and
Laboursupporterswhoarepissedoff
atsuch awaste ofenergy and good
women candidates. Although
Labour has plenty. They are
achieving their goal of standing
50% women candidates in 1996 -
includingHelen Clark aspossible
PM

National
Party

The National Party sent a policy
paperonWomenand Families, as
requested, for Broadsheet"towrite
abriefoverview’,adding that the
paperswere protected by the Pri-
vacy Act 1993 - the strangestuse |
haveyetencountered.

Prefaced withsome inter-
esting statistics about women, it
claims a substantial record of
achievement on women’sissues.
Some points assume a degree of
amnesia about feminist political



campaigns and election issues.
National claimcredit for ‘reaffirm-
ing’the Ministry Women’s Affairs
in 1992 and for MW A’s “friendly to
families’campaign - Dale Little’s
idea, I thought. The Film Videos
etc was put through by National;
Jenny Shipley ensures priority for
policyonpornand, more recently,
oncontraception issues.

Butdidyou know thatthe
Employment Equity Act was re-
pealed because Nationalknew that
itwould reduce job opportunities
forwomen? They don’tmention
that the gender pay gap has in-
creased under the Employment
Contracts Act. Did you know that
the ECAhasled togreater flexibil-
ity forwomen in terms of hours,
annual leave, sick leave and other
working conditions? Yes, | did,
and 1°d love aproperjob.

We also received the
Auckland Region list of constitu-
encycandidates showing 4 women
out of 20; the party list was still
being ranked.

New Zealand

Party

Noresponsetoourletter. And I’'m
afraid | have no ideawhataNew
Zealand Party Policy on Women
might look like. Do you?

United Party

This new ‘centre party in the lib-
eral [?] tradition ’appears to consist
of two women and five men, all
familiar Parliamentary faces.
Policy positions so far in-
clude ‘Caringfor Kids’, focused on
the firsttenyears oflife, and Mov-
ingOn Up, about 11-20year olds.
Theirgeneral Position Statement
was extremely bland, and appar-
ently gender neutral - except for
theirsupportofthe Employment
Contracts Act and current free

marketeconomicdirections, which
is not.

.MW Milne Ireland Walker

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS"

We aim to provide advice at competitive rates
¢Buying and Selling Property « Refinancing
*Business Purchases and Sales « Company Incorporations
* Defending Criminal Charges « Civil Litigation
e Family Law ¢ Planning Applications
e Liquor Licensing « Wills and Estates
» Legal Aid Applications

Level 10, Guildford House

2 Emily Place, AUCKLAND
Telephone (09) 3796 937 Fax 3778 014

Deidre Milne, George Ireland, Tony Walker

othereitis-allthe political
party news so far that’s fit
to print. No doubt there

willbe somuchmore overthe next

few months.

Don’tforgettovote. Don't
forgettovote twice. Don’t forget
tohave funbyaskingstroppy femi-
nistquestionsatpolitical meetings.
Because MMP has just doubled
your lifetime share ofdemocracy.
And it’sstill not a lot.

florist

128a Ponsonby Rd
Ponsonby Auckland
Phone 376 0222
Fax 376 2231

Broadsheet Hotoke Winter 1996 29



graphic Sharon Alston

WHAT

feature

15

JUSTICE

FOR A
RAPE

VICTIM? s coesn

Rape - a weapon in the war against

women...

Thisdisturbing and importantarticle isreprinted,

slightly abridged, courtesy of On

Issues: The

Progressive Women's Quarterly, New York,

Winter 1996

here she was, on the front
I page ofthe American news-

thing”:convene awar crimes tri-
bunal in The Hague, bomb

papers, a20-year-old BosnianMemajevo, lift the arms embargo,

lem girl, hanging from a tree, a
suicide, dead by herown hand, her
death a cry for help. Our silence,
deafening.

We cannot say: “We
didn’tknow, noonetoldus.” We
know. We’ve seeniton TV, read
the detailed reports, seen photos.
I knew, feminists knew what was
goingon in Bosnia. True, we had
trouble sleeping overit,and some
of us sent money, gathered evi-
dence, drafted lawsuits, petitioned
the U.N., counselled and consoled
the victims, quietly helped rape-
refugeesto leave the country, but,
asamovement,we failedto mount
even one lIsraeli-style Entebbe-
raid, even one mass “pacifist” ac-
tionon Bosniansoil. Wewrung our
hands and waited for the patriar-
chal governments to “do some-
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fightitout, man-to-man.

We are the Good Femi-
nist Germans. We - and our re-
spective governments - did even
less in the matters of Rwanda, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Peru,
Liberia,New Guinea, EastTimor,
Jammu and Kashmir, Haiti.

In 1971, when Ifirstheard
that retreating Pakistani soldiers
had begun to gang-rape Bengali
women in what would become
Bangladesh, I called forthe rescue
of“ourown.” I had once lived in
the Moslem world, | knew what
would (and did) happen to those
raped and raped-and-impregnated
women. “Many will kill them-
selves”, | said, “if their brothers
and fathersdon’tkillthem first.” |
called forimmediate feministair-
lifts ofthe raped women.



Theassembled feministscheered,
thoughtlwasbeing funny, grandi-
ose, metaphoric.: unrealistic. As
feminists, we had no place on earth
towhichwe could bring ourraped
Bengali sisters - assuming they’d
agree to leave certain death for
uncertain freedom.

Well, itwas only 1971, we
weren’tyetorganised, we had no
Feminist Air Force, no sovereign
territory, not even a parachute to
dropbehindenemy lines. It’s 1996,
and we stilldon’t.

While the war in Bosnia
raged on, millionsofwomen, world-
wide, endured rape. Moslem
women in Bosnia were not the
only Moslem women to be sys-
tematically raped by soldiers. In
fact, rape has consistently been
used as a political weapon against
Moslem women byMoslem men for
the past 15 years in Afghanistan,
Algeria, Bangladesh, India, Iran,
and Pakistan.

cording to attorney
Karima Bennoune, from 1992 on,
Algerian fundamentalistmen have
committed a series of “terrorist
atrocities ’againstAlgerianwomen.
Bennoune describesthe “kidnap-
pingandrepeated raping ofyoung
girlsassexslaves forarmed funda-
mentalists. T he girlsare also forced
to cook and clean for God’s war-
riors ... one 17-year-old girl was
repeatedly raped until pregnant.
She was kidnapped offthe street
and held with other young girls,
one ofwhom was shot in the head
and killed when she tried to es-
cape.” As in Iran, “unveiled,”
educated, independent Algerian
women have been seen as “mili-
tary targets ’and increasingly shot
onsight. Accordingto Bennoune,

“the men of Algeria are arming,
the women of Algeria are veiling
themselves. Asone woman said:
“Fearisstrongerthanourwillto be
free.”

I heard no outcry on their
behalf - did you? - neither in the
United Nations nor among Mos-
lem nations. O fcoursenot. These
Moslem women “belong” to the
Moslemmenwhoare raping them.
In Bosnia, however, men (Serbian
Christian, mainly, but not exclu-
sively)havebeenrapingthewrong
women: womenwho “belong” to
othermen.

The information coming
out of Bosnia defies belief, con-
firmsthe worstnightmares ofSec-
ond Wave feminists. The former
Yugoslaviahasbeen re-balkanised,
cursed really, by paramilitary fas-
cist/nationalists, virulent racists,
misogynists. No matter who the
aggressorswere, theirvictimswere
mainly civilians. Male soldiers at-
tacked civilians (who were often
their neighbours) with a ferocity
and hatred thatwas surreal. Male
soldierstreated femaleciviliansthe
way “kinky johns” treat whores,
the way psychotic batterers treat
theirwives.

Perhaps thisiswhatsome
men think is “manly” in the
Balkans.

According to Alexander

Stiglmayer, the editorofMassRape:

The WarAgainst Women in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Serbian male soldiers
made theirentrance cursing, often
drunk; broke into houses where
frightened women huddled;
taunted, shoved, punched,
slapped, beatthewomen; putciga-
rettes outon their flesh; cut them
withknives; calledthem “whores”;
demanded they “smile”; ripped

theirclothes off; raped them right
there, where their children or
mothers could see it; then herded
the “terminally dishonoured”half-
naked orcompletely nakedwomen
away to rape-camps where many
other soldiers repeatedly gang-
raped the starving, naked, soiled
women. Bosnianwomenwere also
kidnapped off the street, blind-
folded, held incellars/gymnasiums
for one to three months, and re-
peatedly raped. Afterwards, they
were often killed, although many
were released, especially if they
were pregnant with “Chetnik”
babies. The men gang-raped
seven and eight year old girls to
death, butdid notallow the grown
women to comfort them as they
lay dying.

The rapists did not use
condoms. They beat women if
they thoughttheywere using birth
control. They filmed some ofthe
rapes and they aired some live,
both on radio and television.

Many - certainly half - of
the rapeswere committed by men
whom the women knew. When
the rapists were co-workers,
neighbours, formerteachers, they
were harder, not easier, on their
victims - especially ifthe women
called them by name.

The rapists were not out
ofcontrol; they were implement-
ing Serbian military “ethniccleans-
ing” policy. They were only fol-
lowing orders. Yes, fascist/nation-
alist Croat and Moslem male sol-
diers raped women too, with as
much ferocity, although on a
smallerscale.

Some people say: “You
see, both sides did it,” No, “both
sides” did not do it. Only men
rapedwomen,womendid notrape
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men; only men, notwomen, did
the killing.

What did Bosnian Serb
Christian soldiers do to civilian
men between the ages of 16 and
60? In a ghastly replay of World
War Il, the soldiers ordered the
men/Gipsies/Jews out of the
house, lined them up, shotthem
in the street, or marched them
outoftown and shotthem down
into mass graves. Those men
“lucky” enough to survive en-
dured beatings, starvation, and
hideoustorturesinconcentration
camps. Serbian soldiers some-
times castrated and killed those
Serbian men and boys who re-
fused to systematically rape
women.

Thesoldiersslaughtered
theable-bodied men outrightand
they sentenced the women to
living deaths.

This isthe behaviour of
ghouls, not men. Ah, the ghouls
are men. What conclusions are
we to draw?

Anumber ofjurists and intellec-
tualsareeagertosee rapetried as
awarcrimeandasahumanrights
violation; | am too. However, |
am more convinced than ever
that all rape is a political crime
againstfemale humanity, notjust
in Bosnia, but everywhere; not
justintimesofcivil
ornationalwar, but
alsoin times of so-
called peace; not
onlywhen itoccurs
between strangers,
but among inti-
mates. Atthe UN Fourth World
Conference on Women in
Beijing, some feminist lawyers
wanted to amend the Geneva
Convention tosaythat “any rape,

No,

notjustmassrape inwar, isacrime.”

Rape is ‘gender cleansing.”
The intended effect of rape is al-
ways the same: to utterly break the
spiritofthe rape victim, todrive her
outofherbodyand outofhermind
soastorenderherincapable ofresis-
tance. Rape has been systemati-
callyused by men ofevery classand
race to destroy their own women
andthewomenofenemy-men. This
terrorist tactic, coupled with child-
hood sexual abuse and shaming,
works. Mostwomen do not resist,
escape, or Kill their rapists in self-
defence. Whenwomendo, they are
often killed by their rapists, jailed
forlongperiods oftime, orexecuted.
(Inthe fall0of1995, Sarah Balabagan,
aFilipino maid, wascondemned to
death for having killed her em-
ployer-rapistin Abu Dhabi.)

In Beijing, the Bosnian Am-
bassador to the UN said he “could
find no [raped] woman incondition
to speak.” Alexander Stiglmayer
found the (Bosnian) raped women
“broken”, “intimidated”, “with-
drawn”, “crying”, “afflicted with
nightmares”, “insomnia”, “depres-
sion”, “panicdisorders”, “suicidal”.
Stiglmayer says: “Most ofthe rape
victims [in Bosnia] are broken, not
thinking about revenge, for the
horroroftheirrape and expulsion
has also taken away whatever

also noted “anxiety, inner agita-
tion, apathy, loss of self-confi-
dence, an aversion to sexuality.
Rape isone ofthe gravestabuses,
withconsequencesthatcan lasta
lifetime.”

jhccording to Karima
Bennoune: “Terroristattacks on
women [in Algeria] have had the
desired effect: widespread psy-
chosesamongthe women; inter-
nal exile - living in hiding, both
physically and psychologically,
in their own country.” In
Bennoune’s view, “the collec-
tive psychosis” isdue to the “es-
calation ofviolence” by the “sol-
diers of the Islamic state.” Ac-
cording to Michael Curtis, MD,
an Americanvolunteer-physician
for Doctors Without Borders, “In
Bosnia’s Tuzla camp, the lead-
ing cause of death is suicide,
probably the only refugee camp
in the world where that is the
case.”

Many raped women do
go on with their lives; they have
to, there’sno alternative. Many
raped women dislike, intensely,
the idea that they have been
“diminished”, victimised,
wounded, by a hateful assault.
During the GulfWar, US Major
Rhonda Cornum was raped by

"both sides" did not do 1iIt.
Only men raped women

power of resistance they might
have had.” In addition to these
typical peacetime Rape Trauma
Syndrome symptoms, Zagreb psy-
chiatrist Vera Folnegovic-Smalc
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her Iragi captors; they broke both
herarmstoo. Admirably, Cornum
says that this is what war is, and
that worse things can happen.
Maybe her training as a soldier



For the first time,

rape 1s being

defined as a weapon of war and a war

and her clarity about rape being
an actofwaris, indeed, a useful
frame of reference. However,
thisdoesn’tmean thatone isthe
same, untouched.

Many survivors of rape,
torture, and genocide say that
the most lasting and haunting
harm resides notonly inthe atroc-
ity itself, but in how others, af-
terwards, have dealtwith it. Sur-
vivorsare haunted by those who
heard the screams but turned
their backs; those who blamed
the victim and collaborated with
the rapist/torturer/killer; those
who minimised, orexaggerated,
or merely misunderstood what
rape or torture is about; those
who preached, authoritatively,
righteously, againstrevenge, but
envisioned nojustice.

Womenand men can sur-
vive the rape/torture: ifthey are
believed; if others are outraged
on their behalf; if others de-
nounce and attempt to stop the
atrocity. Thus, the victims of
rape and torture are more upset
by what ““good ’people fail to do
than by the crimes actually com-
mitted by the “bad guys”. Sins
ofomission arepsychologically ex-
perienced asgreater than sins of
commission. (The motherswho
stood by and did nothing as their
daughterorsonwasbeing inces-
tuously abused are “hated” even
more than the abuser.)

Women’s hearts, men’s

crime

hearts, are irretrievably broken
when “good” people defaulton
the dream of acommon, moral
humanity (we are all connected,;
what happensto one happensto
all) and do nothing, orpromise to
help, then do nothing. At the
Beijing conference, Bosnian
Munira Hadzic said: “It’s the
shame of the world. We were
promised UN protectionandwe
were abandoned.” New Yorker
writer David Rieff quotes a
Bosnian: “For me, the UN is
worse than the Serbs. At least,
the Serbsadmitthey are ouren-
emies ... Don’t write any more
booksaboutus, you bastard. Give
us back the guns the UN took
from us.”

Everyone watches, noone
stops the male violence. It’sthe
Kitty Genovese phenomena. It’s
also something new: namely,
rape asspectacle, entertainment,
warning. Forexample, the gang-
rape on the pool table in New
Bedford, Massachusetts, where
the male onlookers cheered the
rapists on. As City University of
New York Law ProfessorRhonda
Copelon writes: “War tends to
intensify the brutality, repetitive-
ness, public spectacle, and like-
lihood ofrape.”

When Iwasyoung, | be-
lieved thatif‘‘good”’people only
knew about the atrocity-in-
progress, surely they’d stop it;

thatreason, sanity, justice would
prevail. 1'm older now and I
understand that stopping the
atrocity israre, miraculous, diffi-
cult; that “‘good people -you and
me -have our own sorrows, limi-
tations, crushing responsibilities
to contend with; we earn our
daily bread, fall in love, fall ill,
reach for joy, die, while
Auschwitz smokes, Rwanda
hacks itselfto death, Bosniasur-
realistically destroys itself.

Indifference is worse
than hate. Evil flourishes when
itisignored. Ifwe each so what
we can do it will make a differ-
ence.

Because stopping the
atrocity-in-progress issodifficult,
it is crucial that women learn
how todefend ourselves, notwait
for others, men, to “protect” us.
How many women (and men)
need to be raped and killed be-
forewomen and/or feminists are
ready to start thinking strategi-
cally, militarily, planning ahead
for the rape-free survival of the
coming generations? There is
not point in waiting for the
“good” men to rescue us. The
information isin: they can’t. We
may even have to rescue them.
There is no point in baring our
throats to the rapists as a way of
showing them that we won’t
“stoop to their level”; our self-
sacrificing example fails to edu-
cate them.
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I think of Phoolan Devi,
the real-life Indian Bandit-
Queen who, in 1980, was gang-
raped for three weeks by 22
higher-caste men who then pa-
raded her naked through the vil-
lage; Phoolan became a bandit
and killed all 22 gang-rapists.
Phoolan: we need your fighting
tiger-spirit! Asyet, notasingle
raped Bosnian woman is known
to have picked up a gun to de-
fend herself - although many
have wanted to. (Also, there is
an arms embargo on.) Some
Bosnianwomen havejoined the
armies, but most have children
and aging parents to take care of.
One woman said: “lcannotpick
upagunbutlcantellaboutwhat
happened.” Thisisavery brave
thing to do.

]Jy[ore important: not a
single feminist organisation has
organised amilitary and/or paci-
fist raid into Bosnia (or Algeria,
Iran, Pakistan, Thailand, Korea,
the United States) torescue raped
women being held hostage in
rape-and-death campsandbroth-
els.

Most white middle-class
women | know, myselfincluded,
have been carefully taughttopre-
fer being hit to having to hit.
W e’d rather die than kill - even
inself-defence. Worse, some of
usare convinced thatourinabil-
ity to defend ourselves some-
how constitutes a free choice, a
moral virtue, apolitical philoso-
phy. We don’t know the first
thing abouthow to hit, disarm, or
killsomeone who’sattacking us;
we’d have to be carefully taught.

Only someone who lives
inherbody, who occupies it fully,

who knows how to fight - but
refuses to do so - can freely
choose to practise pacifist poli-
tics. That’s not most women,
feminists included. We’re pos-
sessed, colonised. They’ve
chased mostofusrightoutofour
bodies; we’re nothing but bod-
ies,but “we’re” notin there any
more; we’re elsewhere, in afog,
in a fugue state, disassociated:
Hitler’sHouse-keepers, Stalin’s
Sweeties.

Pacifists are not passive;
they puttheirbodies onthe line,
actively, aggressively; they risk
poverty, illness, jail sentences,
beatings, even death, inunarmed
political confrontations. They
are physically very brave.
Ghandhi’sfollowerschose to stop
the British trains with theirbod-
ies, notwith bullets. They acted
vigorously and collectively and
hoped that the train engineer’s
humanity would, at the last mo-
ment, compel him to stop the
train.

Three million pacifists
did not converge on Bosnia, lay
theirbodiesdown, refuse tomove
untilthe men putthe guns away,
their penises back intheir pock-
ets, their heads in their hands,
and a terrible lamentation was
heard in the land...

Given how prevalent
rape is, in both war and peace,
why doweresistteachingwomen
how to defend themselves? In
Bosnia, not only are Serbian sol-
diers raping women, Moslem,
Croatian and UN soldiers (1) are
also raping vulnerable “enemy”
women. Attorney Catherine A.
MacKinnon noted: “This point-
edlyposesaproblemwomen have
alwayshad with male protection:
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who is going to watch the men
who are watching the men who
are supposedly watching out for
us? ...The UN [male] presence
[in Bosnia] has apparently in-
creased the traffickinginwomen
and girls...Perhaps intervention
by a force of armed women
should be considered.” ....

.. .Let the Criminal and Civil
Tribunals begin. For the first
time in history, rape is being
defined not as the “spoils” of
warbutasaweapon ofwarand a
war crime. An International
Criminal Tribunal, convened by
the United Nations, ismeeting
in The Hague to hearevidence
ofthe mass rapes, rape-impreg-
nations and other genocidal
atrocities in Bosnia. Some people
hope that our global perception
ofrape may shift, radically, once
it becomes known that rape is
not merely a “personal misun-
derstanding” between a rapist
and his victim, but is, rather, a
crime against humanity and a
warcrime.

Even though the UN
Tribunal does not have the
powerto impose the death pen-
alty or to ensure that those who
gave the genocide and rape or-
dersdonotremain in power, it’s
crucial thatthe UN Tribunal in-
dict and convict rapists as war
criminals. Rhonda Copelon
noted that “the recognition of
rape as a war crime is a critical
step toward understanding rape
as violence.” Harvard Law
School professor Nancy Kelly
“1f we can get an international
body to recognise rape as an act
of torture, that could change
things for women all over the
world.”



Clearly, the evolving le-
gal status of women may influ-
ence our global views of rape.
Women were once expected to
marry their rapists: this is no
longer true. Women were once
advised to “keep quiet” about
being raped; this is no longer
true. In the past, when women
attempted to have their rapists
prosecuted, they were rarely be-
lieved or treated humanely in
the court-room - where most
were “raped” again, this time
legally. This is somewhat less
true today.

Some people believe
that the entrance ofwomen into
military, religious, athletic, cor-
porate and blue-collartrades, i.e.
into previously all-male arenas,
will either inspire more fear or
more respect forwomenasaclass
or caste; and that this, in turn,
mightdecrease the incidence of
rape. Others have said that
“backlash” rape isupon us pre-
cisely because women are daring
to enter previously all male pro-
fessions. Some say there is no
“backlash”,only more reports of
rape and better record-keeping.

W hat do raped women
experience as essential to their
survival and dignity?

Bearing witness isimpor-
tant; being supported, not pun-
ished fordoing so, especially by
other women, is also important.
Putting one’s suffering to use -
educating and supporting other
victims - is important; drafting,
passing and enforcing laws isim-
portant, asiscontinuing to hope
that law is indeed a civilising
force. ...

need ongoing, well-
funded, international

feminist criminal tribunals on

crimes againstwomen, with en-
forcementpowers. The Hague
Tribunal is in urgent need of
additional funding. In August
1995, Dr M. Sherif Bassoni, a
leader of the UN Commission
onWar Crimes, tolda US Senate
hearing that once they testify,
the “privacy” of Bosnian rape-
survivorwitnesses “will be shat-
tered” and their “safety seriously
compromised”. The survivors
have requested “relocation” and
other “support services”.
Bassoni stated that the “Tribu-
nal needs more resources to pro-
tectthe witnesses properly.”
We also need: compul-
sory self-defence training for
girls: compulsory military train-
ing forgirls, swift, effective pros-
ecution of rapists; civil suits, for
money damage, in addition to
butseparate from criminal pros-
ecution. (I suspect that cities
and countries may begin to do
something aboutrape when they
are sued, successfully, formoney,
for having failed to prevent the
rape.) We also need rape victims
orwould-be rape victims exon-
erated for killing their rapists in
self-defence; rape prevention
education. Whatcan this be but
the mostradical of feministedu-
cational and political agendas?
W here are our freedom
fighters, our resistance heroes
ready to be dropped behind en-
emy lines? We are too few in
number to make much of a dif-
ference. Are women so disasso-
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ciated from ourbodies and from
each otherthatsimpleresistance
terrorisesus more than ourdaily
dose ofhumiliation and death?
Are mostwomen so op-
portunistic, so cowardly, thatwe
arewilling to die forour M asters
but not live for ourselves?
What have they done to
us? What have we done to our-
selves? Each woman knows that
ifshe sides with anotherwoman
against a man or against men’s
laws, eventually the king’smen
on their high horseswilldrag her
away: imprison, interrogate, rape
and burn her to death asawitch;
she knows no one will save her.
Awoman is brave when
she knows what can be done to
herbut despite such knowledge
resists, helps other women any-
way. Awoman isbrave when she
resists the ‘good little girl” within;
the voice that tells her to mind
her own business, tend her own
garden, don’t do anything that
willgetyou in trouble, you’llget
caught, you’ll be sorry, you’ll be
punished, noonewill likeyou...
Women are safe if | am
brave: I’'m only as safe as other
women are brave.
Otherwise, it’sopen
season on us all.

ANIMAL RESEARCH TAKES LIVES

HUMANS AND ANIMALS BOTH SUFFER
A formidable and compelling book which
systematically destroys every unsubstantial
claim put forward by the viviscctors inexhaus-
tive detail. An excellent AV reference source.
If you buy only one reference book this year
make it this one!
To the Anti Vivisection Society
PO Box 2065 Wellington
1 enclose $.... for ....books at $25 postage paid
NAME oo
AdAIESS....oeieirreieseeeee s



Vice Versa (Some Subversive Verse)

As awoman | have trouble
Understanding ‘big boys’ rules’.
They’re very rarely spoken,
Not exactly taught in schools.

So being a keen student

Of all of humankind

I’'ve been looking at these precepts
With a very open mind.

I've been studying male logic
And who’s responsible for what;
It’s really changed my thinking
And my attitudes a lot.

I've learned that my assumptions
Must always win the day

And I've aRIGHT to act on them
No matter what men say.

Now take the other evening

I was at the local pub,

Having a little sherry

With the Ladies Croquet Club.

Well we all got to talking

About those darling men

And how they don’t know which way’s up
Or why, or where, or when.

We said that they don’t really know
What it is they think or feel

And how WE know that all they want
Is a slap-up, home cooked meal.

Then Vi, and Rose, and Ethel
(Who’ve been known to share a joint)
Asked me if I’d be willing

To prove this very point.

I can’t resist a challenge

And didn’t have to look too far
As | spied a likely rooster

In a group beside the bar.

You can tell the men who want it

By the clothing that they wear,

And this guy’s jeans showed he had needs
Ofwhich 1’d take good care.
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So | went and stood beside him
And winked, then gave asmile
And asked him about his diet
As his needs stood out a mile.

One thing led to another
And by the hour of nine

He said he’d come to dinner
And bring a nice red wine.

He said he’d come on Friday
As he didn’t have a date.

I said, “Let’s make it seven
And don’t you dare be late!”

I shopped all Friday morning
And cooked all afternoon.
I knew that all my efforts
Would have a payoff soon.

I made a tasty goulash

And a pate from some goose,
But the ‘piece de resistance’
Was a sinful chocolate mousse.

He came on time at seven
And we drank a little wine
Then settled down to business
Which was of course to dine.

He said he loved the hors d’oeuves,
I could tell that he was keen,
Till 1 ladled out the contents
Of my antique soup tureen.

The soup was rich tomato
With a hint of orange rind.

I knew then when he tasted it
His comment would be kind.

But he peered at it forlornly,
There was sweat upon his brow.
He said, “This looks delicious
But | cannot eat it now.”

He said he felt a bit unwell,
Perhaps it was the shrimp.

I said, “How dare you lead me on,
You sleazy little wimp!”



Again he said he couldn’t eat;

I know it wasn’t so.

It’s common knowledge men mean "yes'"
Whenever they say"'no™.

I thought of all the time and cash
1’d spent on this fine fare,

So | did what anyone would do
And tied him to the chair.

He thought that | was playing games.
He said, “Don’t act the goat.”

So | got the Wiltshire Staysharp

And held it to his throat.

Of course | slapped him round a bit;
Men like you to be rough

(In the bar with all his mates

He was acting pretty tough).

Saying, “Open wide” I pinched his nose
Till he did it like a lamb

Then 1 popped in my big funnel

That | use for making jam.

I told him, “Wise Confucious say,
And listen well, my boy,

When dinner is inevitable

Just sit up and enjoy.”

The soup went down quite nicely;

It really hit the spot

(Though tears that rolled out of his eyes
May have meant it was too hot).

The main course was a problem
And | do hate any waste,

So | put it in the processor

And ground it to a paste.

I thinned it down with Beaujolais,
It was a lovely hue,

And just to speed things up a bit
| threw the mousse in too.

I know he really liked it
For he gave a little moan
And rolled his eyes in ecstacy;
He wasn’t made of stone.

I thought about a coffee

And an after dinner mint,

But his face had gone a trifle pale
With asort of greenish tint.

The things he said when sated
Were really very rude.

I took them as an insult

To the standard of my food.

He left without a thank you
Or even agoodbye.

The ingratitude of some men
Is enough to make you cry.

We all know he asked for it -
He got what he deserves.

He’d gone part of the distance
By accepting the hors d’oeuvres.

He shouldn’t have come to my place
If he didn’t want to eat,

For women just can’t stop themselves
Once the ovens on to heat.

He had no right to lead me on
With his lean and hungry looks.
I bet he plays around a bit
Enticing other cooks.

Did he honestly imagine
That I wanted him to chat?
I've heaps of lovely girlfriends
With whom | can do THAT.

Men who drink in public bars
And wear their jeans too tight
Are sending signals to us girls
That they’re dying for a bite.

Well 1 guess I learnt a lesson
Though it’s caused ME lots of pain
And I’ll never ask a *"cook tease"
To dine with me again.

But I’'m nothing if not generous
And I know how hunger feels,

So for those sweet men on their own
I could do meals on wheels.

Janet McDonald
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feature

Reprinted courtesy of Women 'space InternetMagazine, Canada

WHAT DO

ACTIVISTS
DO ON-LINE?

It's not just netting and webbing.
Scarlet Pollock writes enthusiastically about the
electronic potential for feminist activism.

omen activists on-line do
what activist women do
off-line. We use the tools
we havetopromote equal-
ity, to exchange
experiencesand informa-
tion, tocare foreach other,
to improve our under-
standing of issues, to
monitorgovernmentpoli-
cies, to organise for social
change. We create time
and space for women to
participate inusing, assess-
ing, exploring and
developingthe newarena
ofelectroniccommunica-
tions. We are developing
new skills and ways of
thinking.

The Internet of-
fers us a new set of tools
which supportsouroffline
activities, and extends our
ability todo feministwork.
Our networks can reach
further, and our under-
standing can be more
inclusive. Monitoring

governmentpolicies, and theirim-
plicationsforwomen, ismade more
effective through the use ofelec-
tronic communications. Finding
information and contacts iseasier,
and less expensive, especially for
those living outside the large cit-
ies.

It will take us all some
time to learn to use this new tech-
nology effectively, to gain the
experience to assess what works
best. The process can be very
exciting aswe leap into new ways
of thinking about old questions.
We need to explore asmany ways
as possible to use the Internet to
achieve our aims, and our visions
ofequality.

Pioneering women have
begun thiswork forusall. On-line
activists are seeking new direc-
tions, opening up new arenas and
trying out new ideas from which
we can all learn. The achieve-
ments of feminists on the Net
prompt us all to think about how
we can use electronic communica-
tions.
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BRAINSTORMING

Groupsofwomen can spark ideas
offeach other, whethertheyare in
one room, share an on-line chat
space, or join a focused Internet
mailing list. This isavaluable way
toexplore unknown territory, and
develop new approaches to
women’s issues. It’safun way to
create reality outofwhat mightat
firstseem to be an impossibility.

Women on-line are en-
gaged in working out new rules.
Groupwork isfamiliarground, but
we are notyet certain how group
processes can best operate here.
Much of what goes on is for the
momentexperimental, aswe dis-
coverthe benefitsofeach process
undertaken, as well as the needs
whichemerge.

NETWORKING

Gettingintouchwithotherwomen
who areworking onsimilar issues,
or projects, is basic to all feminist
activism. The Internetenablesan
extended reach across countries
and continents, which increases



oureffectivenessand
the extent to which
we are able to learn
from each other’s
experiences. Email
and mailing lists
improve the speed
ofnetworking.

They also enable
calls forinformation,
and getting informa-
tion out, to be
multiplied by for-
warding mail to
numerous related

mailing lists and
newsgroups.
Meeting

women likeyourself
on the Netisanin-
valuable part of
breaking down the
geographical cul-
tural and social
isolation in which
women often find
themselves.
There s
real joy to be found

Women'space InternetMagazine

Yes, it's printed on paper, notcyberspace. A contradic-
tion interms? Ora necessary aid to those ofthe transition
generation -that's you, me and Dale Spender.

Women'space is directed towards women who are
thinking about getting on-line, those who are using the
Internet, butare too busyto spend much time browsing,
and for activists who are using the Internet in their work,
and wantto think aboutthe many ways we can use this
new tool.

Woman 'spacestarted lifeinJune 1995asa community
newsletterto share ideas fromthe Internet. InAugustthey
got on the World Wide Web and in September went to
Beijing on disk as an example of women networking. In
January 1996 attention from malestream media led to a
printrun of 2500 by their fourth issue. Ah, how wonderful,
sighsthe Broadsheetcollective.

For more information, contact Women'space, RRL
Scotsburn, Nova Scotia BOK 1FO, Canada. Fax902-351-
2283 oremail diamond@ fox.nstn.ca

ing. In turn these
women can bring
other women into
the circle oflearning.

Activists on the
Netarealsoworking
tohelpwomentode-
velop theirownWeb
pages. There are
mailing lists to help
with technical prob-
lems, as well as a
team ofwomenwho
mentor women’s
groups to put their
information on the
WWW, women who
help with web de-
signand womenwho
are ready to sponsor
women’s groups on
their Web sites by
providing them with
free or inexpensive
space.

DEBATING
ISSUES

Asour networks ex-

by connecting with others who
share your situation, finding you
are one of many women facing
particularissues and having spe-
cificneeds. To findacommunity
of women who
share your situ-
ation, to gain
the confidence
to claim one’s
rights as part of
diverse groups
ofwomen, and to share ways of
resolving issues, are central to
feminism.

MENTORING

Encouraging women to partici-
pate inany new activity involves

aprocess of ‘takingsomeone with
you’. On-line activists have cre-
ated women-only and/orwomen
friendly mailing lists and WWW
sites which are designed to help

The technology can work with us,

not against us.

newcomers to learn more easily,
and join in more readily.
Women Interneteduca-
tors often link up with one or a
fewwomen whowantto learn to
use the Net, to guide them and
make their efforts more reward-
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tend, we often become more
aware of different perspectives
on a range of women’s issues.
Using mailing lists and
newsgroups to exchange our
views helps to
clarify our own
thinking and to
contribute toan
often more in-
elusive
understanding.

Women Can make con-
tributions to adebate where they
have the time tothink abouthow
tomake their point, especially to
those working inasecond or third
language. Alsowomenwho have
difficulty writing can take the


mailto:diamond@fox.nstn.ca

time needed to participate. Con-
tributions tend to be relatively
shortand focused, which enables
many women to speak and be
heard.

Becausewe do notphysi-
callysee eachother, whatmatters
iswhat women say. This lends
itselftoagreaterdiversity, where
contributions are equally
weighted asthey would be inthe
idealgroup. The factthatwomen
can participate from a range of
locations and situations allows for
greaterinclusiveness, fromwhich
we all benefit.

CAREGIVING

Women often use Email to keep
intouch with family, friends and
co-workers. Care and concern
can be offered and received de-
spite long distances. It is less
expensive than phoning long-dis-
tance, and sometimes preferable
as a way of keeping in touch
while carrying on with demands
ofwork orother family responsi-
bilities.

Mailing lists and
newsgroups are frequently used
bywomen and men with specific
health concerns. Sharing health
experiences, information about
alternative treatments, support
for individuals and families, are
central to the important
caregiving work being done on-
line.

Women dedicated to
choice inhealth care alternatives
for women have been amongst
the firstfeministpioneerson the
Net. They have established
WWW siteswhich include infor-
mation, discussion, news,
directories of women’s groups
and professionals, and opportu-

nities forwomen togetinvolved
in achieving social change in
healthcare forwomen.

PROMOTING
AWARENESS

Visibility of ideas helps to en-
courage other people to think
aboutwomen’sequality, and how
it can be achieved. Women de-
mand by their participation in
mailing listand newsgroups that
women’s perspectives be taken
into account.

Women alsocreate places
incyberspace forwomen towork
togethertoengage indebate and
strategising. The presence of
this process on the Net makes it
possible formore ofustounder-
stand and engage with these new
ideas and issues forwomen. Itis
ahopeful struggle asthe essence
of electronic communications
technology is participation with
minimal gatekeeping and cen-
sorship. The Internetisprimarily
oriented towards a process of
open communication between
individuals who share similarin-
terests. The technology canwork
with us, not against us.

The World Wide Web is
increasingly being used by
women’s groups and
organisations to highlight their
community resources and ser-
vices. Web sites carry valuable
information aboutprogrammes,
helplines, emergency services,
funding, publications, research,
community projects, and contact
networks. Millionsofpeople are
made aware ofthe latestnews on
legal battles, government poli-
cies, corporate actions, or other
specificeventswhicharereported
on Web pages.
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TAKING ACTION

Electronic communications en-
able immediate relaying ofnews.
Response activities can happen
very quickly. Petitions are circu-
lated, addresses and phone
numbers of public representa-
tives are shared, fact sheets are
disseminated, meetings are
organised and events are
publicised. Networking actions
happenonascalewe could hardly
imagine previously. Atthe same
time, we are aware that those
who would like to see patriarchy
firmly re-established, class, race,
sexual orientation, ability and
othersocial divisions secured, are
also using electronic communi-
cations to organise. This adds to
the urgency of our own efforts.

This is an exciting time
tobe partofthewomen’son-line
community. Acknowledging
women’s efforts in this new fo-
rum is a wonderful part of the
netiquette which hasbeen evolv-
ingonthe Net. Everyone’swork
isimportantand appreciated, and
every pioneering effortcontrib-
utes to women’s access to the
new technologies forequality and
social change.

he more of us who take
partinthis process ofdis-
covery, the betterwe will
be@ble to shape the waysinwhich
the new technologies canbe used
to enhance women’s participa-



regular

Overage uwie

“Hi, Mitch - Rainbow Youth ishaving ameeting to
electacommittee nextweek and we really need as
many members as possible to get things up and
running thisyear. 6.30, atthe office, see you there!”

“Mitch, we are having Icebreakers training
forthe new facilitatorsnextweekend. Canyou make
it? We need current facilitators there.”

“Mitch, would you like to write an article for
the nextBroadsheet?”

“Mitch, we are having a party for all volun-
teers Saturday night. 1 know you have Ashleigh but
Ithoughyou mightbe able to organise ababy-sitter.”

Beingasingle mum inthe 1990s feels, atthe

best oftimes, like amajorbalancing act.
Bringing up a child, work, study, involvement in
school projects and fund-raising, after school activi-
ties, and the usual domestic chores all seem to be
demanding precious time and attention.

I've found since | came out as a woman
loving woman, and needed to be involved in the
queer community, that there are so many other
things that | need to focus on. I needed to nurture
and build my new queer identity, and meet other
peoplewho had been through some ofthe situations
and feelings that I was suddenly faced with.

So, as well as all the other ones, | found
myself taking on exciting new commitments and
responsibilities.

Becoming a facilitator for
Icebreakers, a support group for
youngwomenwho areorthink they
might be lesbian or bisexual. Get-
ting involved in Rainbow Youth, an
organisation to promote visibility and
pride of leshian, gay and bisexual
youth. Volunteering for the Pride
Centre. Gayline/Lesbianline tele-
phone counselling training.

With these came requests

for help in other areas - the Hero
Parade, Coming Out Day Parade,
Pride Centreeventsand variouspub-
lications and performances -as I got
toknow more aboutthe queercom-
munity.

All ofthis involvementpeaked with setting
up a safe space forqueer women on campus in the
form ofaclub forwomen-lovingwomen.

Allvery rewarding stuff. Providing services
forotherqueerwomen, theirfamiliesorthecommu-
nity asawhole. All play an importantpartinmy own
developmentasaqueerwoman finding my niche in
society.

Butwhataboutmydevelopmentasamother
-oh, and let’snot forget that precious adorable little
fiveyearoldgirl! Sheismuchmorereliantonme than
anybody else. Where in all this does she fitin? The
desire to knowwho lamand develop competeswith
the desire togive wholly tothatlittle girl, when in fact
the firstneedsto happen forthe second to take place
fully.

The balancingactbecomes ajuggling act.
To add to this, there isa lack of support from other
women tohelp getservices established, and to keep
them going. Ipersonally have seen many wonderful
women set up support groups, organisations, clubs,
bars, sports teams that other women will happily
benefitfrom. Buttherearesofew, inmy experience,
who will putin a little effort and support to see that
they continue. Asaresultthe initiators burn outafter
ayearortwo. Then thatservice, taken forgranted, is
sadly missed.

Aprime example ofthisiswomen’s
bars. Inthe time I’ve been out-not
long - the Midnight Club, 161, the
Lovebox, Footstepshave comeand
gone because of insuffient support
fromourcommunity.

The same goes for
many ofthe servicesinourcommu-
nity. So many women who have
needed skillsdecide, because oflack
of support from others, not to offer
theirhelp atall. Asqueerwomenwe
needtosupporteachother, recognise
each other’s individual needs and
different situations and appreciate
what we give each other.

1
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Feministas

ae Cubal

by Ruth Margerison &
PamelaGerrish Nunn

n November 1995 we went to Cuba to attend a
conference organised by the Women’s Studies
programme atthe University of Havana.

W ith the sonorous title ‘Women on the
Threshold of the 21st Century’, the conference
promised a long list of topics and themes from
Women and Development to Women in the
Plastic Arts. It lasted five days and was attended
by about 150 people (some men among the local
contingent) aged from about 16 to 70. While
Cubans predominated, as was to be expected,
otherwomen had come from Mexico, Spain, the
USA, Canada, Britain, Argentina, Puerto Rico,
Colombiaand Uruguay. Wewerethe only visitors
from Australasia. We were welcomed as if from
anotherplanet, sopleased were ourhostesses that
we had taken the trouble to come from acountry
not known for its sympathy with or interest in
Cuba.

Itwasindeed atiringjourney to Havanato
find out what life is like forwomen in the most
famousrevolutionary state still resisting the west-
ern, northern capitalistgiant. Ourroute-ironically,

PHOTOS: The authors with Rose Aurora a delegate from Mexico given the USA’scontinued policy of destroying
Housing on the Malecon Havana Cuba . s . . .
Workshop at the Women's Studies Conference, University of Havana Cuba by economicand p0|ltlca| isolation -wasvia

20 -25th of November 1995
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Los Angeles, then on to Mexico
and thence to Cuba’s capital. A
Caribbean island - Jamaica and
Haitiare nearneighbours-Cubais
hot, sunny, rainy, beachy, bright,
busy, loud...but also crumbling,
struggling, hungry and somehow
faded because of its troubles.
Queuesare obviousevery day - for
buses, forfood, fortaxis, formoney.
The decaying beauty ofthe once
magnificentarchitecture makesa
depressingcommenton the daily
effortsof Cuban people to outlast
this latest phase of external op-
pression, which dates back to the
1500s.

lhe mostpressing topics at
the conference were not the food
shortages, the closing of schools
and childcare centres because of
decreasing resources, and the de-
terioration ofthe country’sfamous
healthcare system,which currently
concern the women of Cubaon a
daily basis. They were the themes
that recurred. The fate of the
family, the apparentrebirth ofpros-
titution and the machismo of the
average Cubanmale are questions
just as urgent for the survival of
women’squality of life thirty-five
years after the ‘trionfo de la
revolucion’.

These problems have, ar-
guably, always existed forwomen
in Cuba. Butthey have certainly
been exacerbated by the
government’srecent decisions to
promote tourism asamoney earner
to compensate for the economic
hardship that has increased rap-
idly, drastically and irrecoverably
since the demise ofthe Commu-
nist bloc. As Germaine Greer
observed in heressay on Cuba for

Women: AWorld Reportin 1985,
the revolution of 1959 has made
life good forwomen in many real
ways, butcapitalism, itturns out, is
not the only block to female hap-
piness. Men seem to be pretty
much ofaproblem whereverthey
occur!

From ourobservation (ad-
mittedly limited tourban Cubans),

the
rebirth
of
prostitution
and

machismo

this was recognised by the gamut
of Cuban women -whether they
were married orsingle mothers or
youngstudents, whethertheywere
part of the Federation of Cuban
Women that advises the govern-
ment and is consulted by Fidel
Castro and led by Cuba’sgreatest
heroine, the formerguerrillafighter
Vilma Espin, or independent-
minded academics keener to
criticise the regime. They will all
have accounts ofthe ‘double shift’
that women do in the workplace

and thehome, ofthe expectations
offemininity and the assumption
ofmaternal feeling, ofthe sexual
inequality ofaculture that allows
libido free expression butcontin-
uestorevere the family. Some of
them - but shockingly few, we
suspect - will also have an under-
standing of the limitations on
women’spotential maintained by
asocietywhichdoesn’tunderstand
the meaning oflesbianism except
asaform ofpersonal gratification.

t|he womenwe metinHa-
vana expressed great interest in
making contactwithwomen over-
seas - just knowing that women
world-wide supporttheirstruggles
issoimportant. Even more useful
towomen inthe Women’sStudies
programme isinformation, which
in the continuing US embargo is
extremely difficultto acquire.
Weare interested inhear-
ing from any women who might
want to be involved in a feminist
support/solidarity group. Write to
usatPO Box 13 740, Christchurch.
And the Cuba Friendship Society
in Christchurch and Auckland
(mixed groups) welcomes new
members. [B]
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available at
W ho Slapped
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feature

U C yrnpics

The (games "Boys TCay

Onthe eve ofthe selectionsfor New Zealand/Aotearoa's next Olympic team many
fine athletes will be anxiously waiting for confirmation thatthey have been chosen,
fervently hoping that the years of training and dedication will pay off.

AnneWoodley’sappraisal ofthe Olympic gamesindicatesthatforwomen the stiffest
competition hasnotbeen forglory ormedals, butforinclusion in this most prestigeous

of all sporting occasions.

ou can divide the Olympics into
Vtwo periods. Then and now - nei-
ther welcomed women.
in ancient Greece they can trace
the origins of the event back to
776BC when the cook, Corobeus
of Elis, was recorded as winning
the one and only event, the stade
which was a distance of about
200m. Now: we have the so
called ‘M odern’Olympics, started
in 1896 by Baron Pierre de
Coubertin.

The Olympics are so an-
cientthey are twisted into Greek
legends, and there are several.
Some give explanation as to the
beginning ofthe Olympic Games.
One myth tells of the young god
Zeus fighting with his father,
Cronus, forcontrol ofthe universe
- Zeus won. Thus Zeus became
thbrulerofOlympiaand proceeded
to organise contests such aswres-
tling and boxing tocommemorate
his victory. In this way the Olym-
pic Games began. Another in-
volves one of the 10 tasks of Her-
cules - to clean the King’s stables
inone day. Hercules fulfilled the
challenge by diverting the river

Graphics Kate Millington

f
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Alpheus through the stables. While both are
myths they have the common theme of martial
strength and competition.

Women weren’t welcome at the games
either as participants or as spectators. Only one
womanwas permitted to attend the games and she
was the priestess, there to preside overthe events
asareligious observer. Itwasastiffpunishment for
anywoman discovered asaspectator; they were to
be executed by being thrown from the top of the
nearestmountain (although there are norecorded
cases of this happening). The only woman that
came close was Callipatira. She was the daughter
of a great Olympic winner and had come to the
Olympicswith her son, Peisirodos, who was to run
in the footrace. In order to watch Peisirodos take
part, she dressed as a trainer and entered the
stadium. WhenPeisirodoswonthe race, Callipatira
became soexcited that she ran forward to meet her
son. Unfortunately hertunic caughtinarailing and
her woman’s body was revealed. Callipatira was
immediately arrested and tried, but she was par-
doned because of her family’s unusual and
honourable association with the Games. Who
knows how many other women snuck in to the
gameswithouttheirtunics getting caughtin poorly
placed railings?

In the 1000 or so years that the ancient
Olympicsspanned there isonly one known female
champion in the games and that was in 396 BC.
The Spartan princess Kyniska became the first



female Olym-
pic champion
by virtue of
owning the
horses which
won the chariot

race!

T h e
Olympics were
A actually part of
T whatwasknown
AN asthePan-Hel-
fit lenic games
BARBARA thatwere runthroughoutGreece at
KENDALL otherreligious sites. The only re-
corded games held for females
were on a much smaller scale.
These races, run by young girls,
were dedicated to the goddess of
fertility, Hera. There was only
one or two foot races for them to
compete in. This bias against
women competing in the games
hascontinued tobe evidentin the
developmentofthe moderngames
as well.

[ ]

t he Plympic games petered out
around 400 AD, although there
were occasional attempts to intro-
duce the idea but it wasn’t until
the 1890s that itwas taken up again.
The French Baron, Pierre de
Coubertin, was an educationalist
and amisogynist; he was an avowed
opponentofwomen’sparticipation
in sport. Women were only ac-
cepted as spectators, in the stands,
‘to reward with asmile the efforts
ofathletes’.

ind you, the Firstfew Olym-

pics weren’t the interna-

M tional, Coca Cola induced
hype then thatthey are now. They

only attracted alittle over300 com-
petitors. It was a bit like turning

up to the Waipu games, anyone

could enter and more than a few tourists did!

There were no events for women at the
firstModern Olympics atAthens in 1896, they had
to wait until the next games in Paris in 1900.
Howeverawoman did compete atthese games, if
only informally. Melpomene, a Greek woman,
decided that she would like to take part in the
classic marathon race and did so. Unacknowl-
edged, Melpomene finished it in a little over 4
hours. (Interestingly the distance for the mara-
thon wasn’t standardised until the 1920s. Until
then the marathon wasrun over varying distances
ofbetween 20 and 30 miles.)

The first time women’s participation at
the games was acknowledged was in 1900, at the
Paris Olympics. However, the women were not
officially invited to compete. The International
Olympic Committee (I0OC), a separate entity to
the organising committee for those games, were
unable to intervene when the Committee de-
cided to hold events forwomen. Indignantat the
lack of seriousness the IOC withdrew huffily to its
tent, thus allowing thee organisers to introduce
two women’s events: tennis and golf, each with
six participants.

Charlotte Cooper distinguished herself
by becoming notonly the first official female gold
medal winner, but also the first female double
gold medal winner. It was her only Olympic
appearance.

It had been only 15 years earlier that
women had made their debut at Wimbledon.
Men had been playing tennisatWimbledon since
1877, butitwas argued that‘tournament play was
all too tiring for the weaker sex’. The first ladies
singles, allowed in 1884, was described as:

A leisurely affair, the more so as the distin-
guished charmers participatingwere weighed down
by heavy dresses over multi-petticoats and were
permitted to simper, or take arest, iftheir service
broke down -inafinal which provided more titters
thanjitters.”

The Olympics themselves had a shaky
existence over the firsttwo decades. The games
of 1904 at St Louis, USA, were almost a disaster.
They seemed more like a freak show than acom-
petition ofsporting prowess and good sportsman-
ship. Itdidn’thelp that mostpeople feltthat the
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Americanswere cheats -they were known totrain!
Based onthe wealthy upperclassideal ofamateur-
ism, the Olympic Games were the ultimate in
reflecting those ideals. Professionalism was
frowned upon. Atthese games the only sport for
women was archery, with eight competitors - all
American. Again the 10C refused to recognise
these events, whichwere dominated by Ms M. C.
Howell.

he suffrage movementin Britain got into the act,
in 1908, to convince the IOC of the benefit of
aIIo]vvmg women in the games to be held at Lon-
don. Emmeline Pankhurstthreatened disruption
of the Olympics in that city if women were ex-
cluded. Forty-three women representing four
countriescompeted inthree sports: figure skating,
tennis and archery.

Inthe seven-metre yachtrace the winning
crew of 1 'Heroine* included a woman, Mrs C.
Rivette-Carnac. However, only the owner, Mr
Rivette-Carnac, received a gold medal and the
crew (there being no other entrantinthe compe-
tition) received silver medals and diplomas. Thus
the 10C sanctioned a mixed event for the first
time.

At the next games, in 1912, fifty-five
women representing ten countries went to
Stockholm, but for only two events: tennis and
swimming. The swimming event was absent of
Americanwomen, since the US Olympic Commit-
tee was opposed towomen participating inevents
which made itimpossible to wear long skirts.
Women tennis-players walked out in sympathy.

Again the 10C refused to allow the games
organising committee to include women’s track
and field or gymnastics. These were considered
‘un-ladylike’. “Letwomen participate inall sports
ifthey wishbutletthem notexhibitthemselvesin
doing so.” said de Coubertin. Baronde Coubertin
had hoped to settle the question of women’s
events by confirming aban onwomen’sparticipa-
tion, but the First World War intervened and
changing attitudes made that impossible.

One hundred and thirty-sixwomen turned
up to the 1920 Olympics in Antwerp. They came
from 20 countries to compete in tennis, swim-
ming, archery, figure-skating and yachting. New
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Zealand sentits first official Olym-
pic team along to these games.

There were four athletes,
and among them our first female
competitor, swimmer Violet
Walrond. Violet’s father was the
team manager. However, New
Zealanders had already competed
in the games. The earliest con-
firmed athlete being Maurice
Champion, who swam for the
‘Australasian’team in 1908.

In 1922 the I0OC was given
a shake up. Alice Milliat and
Sophie Eliott Lynn, of the Inter-
national Women’s Sports Federa-
tion (IWSF), took on the might of
the International Amateur Athlet-
ics Federation (IAAF), which ex-
cluded women. They organisedthe
‘FirstWomen’sOlympic Games’in
Paris, comprising 11 athletic events
in one day. Women athletes from
eight countries competed before a
crowd of 30,000. The 10C, faced
with suchcompetition, was forced to
take actionand admitwomen’strack
to future games. However, these
women’s games continued to run
successfully until 1936 when the
IWSFwas'absorbed’by the IAAF -
afterthenthewomen had tostruggle
with the male dominated IAAF.

It was in Amsterdam in
1928 thatwomen firstcompeted in
track events at the games, with five
track and field events included for
women. Prior to these games the
I0C hadbeen involved inadispute
with the Vatican over the inclusion
ofan 800m race forwomen, and de
Courbertin had allied himselfwith
the Pope. It wasn’t a great debut.
Five outofthe eightcompetitorsin
the women’s800 metres collapsed,
fuelling 10C distaste for women’s
sportand leading to the omission of
the event for the next 36 years.



ANNELISE COBERGER

Thiswasabsurd. Mcnhad
been finishing distance races in
distressed conditions for years.
When Dorando Pietri, the little
Italian, staggered to the finish of
the 1908 marathonin London, then
collapsed and wasrushed to hospi-
tal, no one suggested men should
notbe allowed tocontestthe mara-
thon anymore. For some reason
officials, nearly always male, dealt
more harshlywithwomen,whether
out of bias or misguided concern
fortheirhealth.(Womenwould ap-
parently be unable to fulfil their
prime functionin life-giving birth
-ifthey became athletes.)The of-
ficialsconveniently ignored other
women’s obvious fitness, such as
Melpomene’s run at the 1895
games.

In 1952 the firstwoman to
compete againstmen inan Olym-
pic Equestrian Event, LisaHartel
from Denmark, won the silver
medal. The games in Helsinki
were significant for New Zealand
also.

Yvette Corlette,the
young woman from Dunedin,
won New Zealand’s third ever
gold medal and the firstever for
a woman in track and field. It

was for the long jump and it is
also the only gold medal New
Zealand has ever won in a field
event. It would be another 40
years before another New
Zealand womanwould win agold
medal in the Olympics.

Aswith the changing at-
titudes after the first World War,
World War Two was also signifi-
cantforwomen. Whereas in 1936
fewer than 1% of Olympic ath-
letes were women, by 1948 this
had increased to 9.4%. 1984 saw
the biggest turn around in
women’s participation in the
games. Suddenly awhole raftof
new track and field events were
added to the programme includ-
ing the first official women’s
marathon. Synchronised Swim-
ming and Rhythmic Gymnastics
Were also introduced. However,
even now in 1996 women don’t
have full participation in the
games. Women are unable to
compete in boxing, wrestling,
modern pentathlon or baseball.
And men do not compete in
synchronised swimming or soft-
ball - although synchronised
swimming isunder threat.

What is encouraging is
thatwhile there are fewer sports
forwomen and lower participa-
tion by them, there has been
gradual progress over the lastfew
decades. Participation at the
gamesisatanalltime high. Every
lour years more countries select
even more athletes to partici-
pate in the games.

The games themselves
are modernising. Sports such as
triathlon, tennis, windsurfing and
mountain biking have recently
been added to the programme.
As these newer sports have

higher female participation than
some of the traditional sports,
then itseems thatwomen’s par-
ticipation can only increase. And
italsoseemsthatsometimes, de-
spite the best interference tac-
tics that the opposition can put
in frontofthem, women justwin
through regardless.

We will all watch with
eager anticipation the Olympics
in Atlanta this August, to see the
best women there are in sport
today. [o]

35 GEORGE ST WNGSLAND
PRIVATE BAG 68-914
NEWTON AUCKLAND

PH (09) 3793906
FAX (09) 3774947

WE PROVIDE
ADVICE ON WORK RELATED
PROBLEMS
RESOURCES ON A WIDE RANGE OF
EMPLOYMENT ISSUES
SEMINARS ON EMPLOYMENT
RIGHTS FOR SCHOOLS AND
COMMUNITY GROUPS

THIS YEARS ' SPECIAL PROJECT
LEGAL ISSUES SEMINARS FOR
WOMEN ON WORKAND NON-

WORK TOPICS.

SAT 27TH JUNE, SAT 31ST AU-
GUST, SAT 2ND NOVEMBER.
MATRIMONIAL PROPERTY, DEBT,
FINANCIAL SECURITY, SMALL
BUSINESS, RIGHTS AS A CON-
SUMER, FAMILY LAW, CUSTODY,
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,.
PLEASE PHONE FOR MORE
DETAILS.
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Christchurch Comment

by Pat Rosier

Nelson Notes has become Christchurch Com-
ment during the most difficult time of my life.
Those who saw the last issue will know that my
daughter, Helen Wernham, died suddenly in Dar-
win inJanuary. The flowers, cards, letters phone
calls, email messages, love, support and ‘being
there’ that | have received, from Glenda, from
dear treasured friends and from many people |
know well and not so well do make a difference.
The messages and supportcreate acradle inwhich
I can experience the unspeakable pain and grief
and loss brought by the death ofachild. Iresolve
to always send amessage, when I hear ofthe death
ofaperson close to someone | know.

And bless the oneswho don’t know what
to say, and can say just that. | have felt an awful
invisibility on top ofthe losswhen Helen’sdeath
is unmentioned, often | suspect when people
don’tknow whatto say. lhaven’twanted to dwell
on it, just to have itacknowledged.

It is only now, three months later, as au-
tumn paints itscolours on Christchurch and balmy,
sunny days are interspersed with cold, dank fore-
tastes of winter, that | am beginning to actively
promote my work. | am developing a practice/
consultancy doing work supervision and work-
shops with people involved in voluntary and ser-
vice oriented organisations. Organisational struc-
tures thatwork effectively are a particular passion
ofmine, along with working with difference and/
or conflict, and ... well, there’s a book in there
trying togetout. Iwould like to be incontactwith
others doing this kind of work, especially from
feministand other political perspectives. lIam also
looking for Internetcontacts relevantto thiswork.
So far, the World Wide Web pages | have found
have all been commercial, the only discussion
group | know that occasionally throws up some-
thing relevant is soc.org.nonprofit and | haven’t
found amailing list-which iswhat I would really
like. Iwould be grateful forany help from Broad-
sheetreaders.
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Write to me at PO Box 33 272, Christchurch,or
email to prosier@ chch.planet.org.nz

Iwonder how many readers scanned the
last paragraph with the speed of familiarity with
Internet jargon and how many were bemused,
confused and bewildered or ‘felt dumb’. (Men
tend to dismiss the thing-they-don’t-understand
asdumb, notthemselves.) When firstencounter-
ing the vocabulary ofthe Internet it reads like so
much double dutch to most of us. Like most
specialised language, itcreates an Internet-elite of
those who can
(a) get connected, as they say, for free through
work -often auniversity, polytech, governmentor
localbody employer, occasionally abusiness work-
place, or
(b) own the computerequipmentand pay the fees
tojoin up viaacommercial provider (that’s me).

Iguesssomeone could learn the language
withoutjoining the ‘net’butldon’tknow why any
woman would bother. I wantwomen who don’t
yet have access to the Internet to know that its
language isthe same assports language orbuilding
language or sewing language. You only need to
learnitifyou are doing thatactivity and itdoes not
carry with it any extra savvy or intelligence or
make you abetter person.

Itisone ofthe pre-winter days as | write,
cold, wetand dreary. This suits my mood; Glenda
and lare having adifficulttime with each other at
presentaswe struggle with wanting differentand
contradictory things inand from ourrelationship.
"The ship that sailed into the living room," as
Sonia Johnson puts it, is taking much of our time
and energy at present.

Thisismy firstwinter living so farsouth. It
will be colderthan lam used to and l already bless
the inventor ofpolypropylene, the wonder mate-
rial ofwarm underwear. I’'llwrite my nextcolumn
in the spring thaw.


mailto:prosier@chch.planet.org.nz

book review

unfortunate

theWNew Zealand experiment

Jane Kelsey:

The New Zealand Experiment: A World Model for

Structural Adjustment?
Auckland University Press, 1995

Thisisthe book Iwould like every
New Zealanderunder 30 to read.
It worries me to realise that we
now have a whole generation of
adultswhohave experienced only
market-newspeak, economic fun-
damentalism, and the cult of the
individual. The values ofmutual
support, security and participation
on which my parents’generation
rebuiltthe economyafterDepres-
sion and war seem forgotten, and
were certainly not fully debated
againstthe free marketrhetoric.
Questions ofvalue, rather than of
cost, have been marginalised as
the New Rightcaptured notonly
economic policy, but the whole
political machinery in which so
many ofus once participated

AslJanewritesinherintro-
duction:

New Zealand used to
claim creditasthe firstcountry to

givewomen the vote, asthe birth-
place of the welfare state, for

harmonious multiracialsocietyand
more recently for being “clean,
greenand nuclearfree”. Today it
is becoming infamous for what is
known as the “New Zealand Ex-
periment” ..[a] model of pure
neo-liberal theory...applied...to a
complex, real-lifecommunitywith
generally cavalierdisregard forthe
social orelectoral consequences.’

Governments of both

main partieshave assumed asgiven

the fundamentals’of
marketliberalisation
and free trade, lim-
ited government,
monetary policy, deregulated
labourmarketand fiscal restraint.
Jane documentsthe rapid and radi-
cal restructuring of the economy
and the state, with an analysis of
howthechangeswere deliberately
embedded against reversal. For
many women of my generation
this detailed account of simulta-
neous policy change explains our
apparenthelplessness as we tried
to resiston so many policy fronts,
and our initial bewilderment as
our own radical language and cri-
tiques were used to destroy what
wewere working for. Inherimage
ofaN cwRight'intzkrieg’Iseeus,,
always too desperately stomping
firesonourownpatchofroofeopto
be able to unite effectively and
counterthe Business Roundtable
agenda.

Jane notes that the social
consequencesofstructural adjust-
ment - less employment, lower
incomes, few services -have been

disproportionately borne by
women-particularly Maoriwomen
-and their children. Women rely
on all states services - from ben-
efits to transport - far more than
men. Many betterjobs forwomen

inhealth, education and social ser
viceshave been severely cutback

Abouttime

Fve been thinking.

or are under attack. Roughly
equal rates for male and female
unemployment obscure the dis-
proportionately part time,
temporary and lowwage nature of
many typically female jobs, most
ofwhich have been deunionised
underthe Employment Contacts
Act. Maoriwomen, especially those
under 30, have had the highest
unemployment rates, are more
likely to be solo parents and to
have low income jobs.

‘Hie ultimate indictment
of the structural adjustment pro-
gramme was its effect on New
Zealand’syouth. The 1991 Cen-
susfiguresshowed thataquarterof
all children belonged to families
whereeitherparentorparentsdid
not have paid work...60% ofchil-

dren living with one parentwere
in the lowest 20% income group.
Yetthe proportion ofchildren liv-
ing in solo parent families had
increased from 12t0 22% between
1981 and 1993; the figure for Maori
in 1993 was40%.’(p.289)

There were alternatives,
she says. Othercountries besides
New Zealand had to adjust to an
increasingly polarised global
economy, butsome countries -for
example, Australia - chose to use
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social and other policies to cushion
theeconomicblow. Between 1985
and 1992 - from Labour’s dollar
float to National’s bene it cuts -
Australia’seconomy grew 16.8%,
the OECD averagewas 19.7%and
New Zealand’swentbackwards at
-1%. Our inflationwas marginally
lower, our unemployment had
risen more sharply and there is
nothing in the present ‘recovery’
tosuggestthatwe willoutperform
Australiain the years ahead.

Any reversal of present
policies is vulnerable to business
backlash, particularly since free
marketpolicies have markedly in-
creased the globalisation of the
New Zealand economy (though
Jane acknowledges that full eco-
nomicsovereigntywaslostin 1840).
She notesthe view ofthe Aotearoa
Network ofUnemployed & Ben-
eficiaries (ANUB) that by selling
state assets the government not
only lostasignificantincome flow
butmuch ofitsability to influence
economicdirections. However, in
herview, withoutsome state regu-
lation of‘the frenzy ofunregulated
and amoral finance markets’,...the
seemingly irrepressible power of
trans-national capitalwould never
be secure. The neo-liberal
economy has never been the
smooth-working and self-adjust-
ing model its theorists make out.’

For this reason, alterna-
tives to present policies are
possible. Jane suggestsanumber
ofadjustmentswithinthe present
policy frameworkwhich could cu-
mulatively destabilise it. Anumber
of economists and social analysts
like Prue Hyman, lan Shirley and
Tim Hazledine go further, calling
forafundamental rethink ofeco-
nomic values. Keith Rankine and

the ANU Bareworkingonamodel
which implementing suchvalues,
in the ‘universal basic income’
which costs little more than the
presentsystem, while doing away
with allthe iniquities...”’ There are
also models to be found in Maori
economicdevelopmentbased on
control over resources and the
transmission ofknowledge culture
and values.

‘...[Nationalist, commu-
nity and Maori economic models
place priority on people-centred
developmentover marketdriven
economic growth, and offer vary-
ing roles for the market and the
central state. All celebrate whatis
unique about Aotearoa New
Zealand. All believe that the fu-
ture ofeconomicdevelopmentlies
in the hands of the people them-

selves.’

___A World Model for Structural Adjustment ?

"There isa huge hunger in other countries for information
about New Zealand” says Jane Kelsey.

" All they have been getting is government propa-
ganda and the kind of myths and selective informationthat
Roger Douglas and Ruth Richardson have been promulgat-
ing.”

Infact, The New Zealand Experiment, published jointly
with Pluto Pressin Britain, was written in response to requests
for fuller information made to Jane while overseas. Follow-
ing publication she was invited to meetwith policy makers
and public sector unions in Australia, Canada, and the
United Kingdom, where the Labour Party istaking a New
Right turn. Copies made available at the Commonwealth
Heads of Government meeting in Auckland last year also
aroused interest. Jane iscurrently on anothertrip-to Guyana
which istrying to find afternativestostructurai adjustment; to
meet politicians and Commonwealth diplomats in London;
to Sweden to meet with regional government Directors
responsible for social policy delivery; and to Iceland where
Ruth Richardson has currently been offering economical
advice. Jane Kelsey isable to offer a different analysis of
New Zealand's situation.

""Atleastwe can tell others,you don't have to be inour
situation.”

In New Zealand Jane's book isinitsthird print run, bert-
has notmetthe same media interestand coverage. Infact
Jane was strongly criticised in The Dominion. She feels this
kind of media response closes off possibilities of critique and
policy development.

"A lot of people are doing good work, butit's not being
heard about. Theworryingthingisthatinthisclimate, people
arebeginningtosay,wearenotpreparedtostickourheads
up any longer.”
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She’s Fantastical BOOkReVIe\N
LUCY SUSSEX AND JUDITH RAPHAEL
BUCKRICH (EDS),

WITH FOREWORD BY URSULA K LEGUIN
Sybylla Feminist Press, 1995

She'sFantastical isthe firstanthology ofAustralian
women’sspeculative fiction, magical realism and
fantasy. In Australia the genre ofscience fiction
has been dominated by male editors, writers and
themes. In many cases, science fiction and fantasy
anthologies have allocated lessthan 20% towomen’s
contributions. She'sFantastical opens up aspace for
women writers. Itshowcases fiction and poetry that
appropriates, challenges, and subverts the specula-
tivegenre.

The literary fantastic includes a pregnant
spaceman, a witch, time-travellers, the nuns of St
Mary Magdalene, were-marsupials, aknight-errant
princess, love and lyrebirds. The anthology features
work from: Carmel Bird, Gabrielle Lord, Rosaleen
Love, Hyllus Maris, Isobelle Carmody, Nadia
Wheatley, Maurilia Meehan, Lucy Sussex, Daisy
Utemorrah, Ania Walwicz and Lisa Jacobson. |[|

SYBYLLA FEMINIST PRESS

The Sybylla Feminist Press, Melbourne, began in
1976 as a printing co-operative and is now an
independent publisher run voluntarily by a small
group of women. Since itsinception, Sybylla has
operated on principles of collectivity, non-hierar-
cNcaldecision-making andskill-sharing.Occasional
grantshave been awarded forparticular projects,
but Sybylla receives no regular funding from gov-
ernment or other bodies for its operations. With
increasing concentration of media ownership in
Australia, Sybylla iscommitted to independently
owned,alternative publishing. Thesmall publishing
programme produces women's writing, both fic-
tion and non-fiction. Itaims to expand and en-
hance Australian women's creative opportunities
by fostering new writersand by publishingworkthat
isinnovative instyle and content.

These include two general anthologies, Frictions
(1982) andsecond degree tampering (1992). Fric-
tions considersthe categories and conventions of
writing,women's writing and feministwriting, while
seconddegree tampering addressesthe possibili-
ties of reworking and re-inventing personal and
collective identities inthe forthcoming anthology
Motherlode thirtywritersand artistshave taken the
term '‘Mother'and goneminingformeaning,search-
ing beyond the conventional definitions and look-
ing for alternative ones. In Taking the Revolution
Home (1987)Joyce Stevensdocuments the history
ofworkamong womenin the Australian Communist
Partybetween 1920and 1945. Quilt (1985)byF\no\a
Moorhead considers the relation ofwomen writers
to their craft in a selection of prose, short stories,
poetry, essays and reviews. In Between the Lines
(1985) Bernice Morristurnsto letters, security docu-
mentsand recollectionsto recreate Australiaofthe
1950s, under the influence of the Cold War and
McCarthyism. Jan McKemmish's A Gap in the
Record(1985jlooks atthe deliberateand acciden-
tal ways in which power can operate - and be
resisted - ina novel abouta group ofwomen who
controla world-wide spyring.Mary Fallon'saward-
winning WorkingH o t(1989) explores the dynamics
ofa lesbian love affair,and speaks more broadly of
sexuality, challenging the uncritical,unreflexive rep-
resentations offernininityand female sexualitythat
still infiltrate contemporary fiction.

Sybylla Feminist Press

247 -251 Flinders Lane
Melbourne, Victoria 3000
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book review

LEEFLEMMING (ED)

TO SAPPHO, MY SISTER: LESBIAN SISTERS
WRITE ABOUT THEIR LIVES Spinifex, 1995
I've always been fascinated and curious when |'ve
met, or heard tell of, leshians from the same family.
This book tells the stories of lesbian sisters from
Canada, the United States, Germany, Sweden and
Australia. Some readerswillalready know ofthe two
sets ofsisterswho run feministbook shops in Austra-
lia. There are leshian sistersin New Zealand whose
storieswould be equally interesting.

The subjectraises a illogical jumble o f‘ex-
planations’in my mind. When Iwasyoung the least
deviation from rigid 1950sconformity was alwaysthe
mother’sfault-maternal deprivation, domination or
any guilt inducer in between. So my first thought
tends to be, how did the mother get it so right?
Despite gay male political strategies, or perhapshbe-
cause ofthem, Idon’tbelieveit’sinthegenes. More
thatsomehow the hetero-socialisationdidn’tstick. |
believe that we resocialise ourselves constantly
throughourlives, through ourjudgements and choices
and the interaction with people we hang out with.
‘Any woman can be a leshian’,  guess. Sowhy am |
surprised ifthe mythical ’10% gay’isn’tevenly spread
through the population, but crops up in one family?

These stories are about family relationships
and ‘comingout’. Some are aboutthree sisters, inone
the mother isalso leshian. A couple of chapters are
perhaps difficult reading - the dialogue between
sistersgetsalittle intense. Mostare lightand pleasant
narratives that will reflect some ofyour own sisterly
experiences, lesbian or otherwise. And ifyourown
coming outwas abit ofan identity crisis, what about
this from the tale ofidentical twins!

“The mostunsettling...a teasing comment
aboutnotbeingsure, whenwewere babies, which of
us was Sharon and which of us was Sandra. Mom
claims that she and Dad just called both of us both
names and eventually we each responded to a par-
ticular one.” Linda Hill
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filmreview

Naya Zamana
A SHORT FILM BY MANDRIKA RUPA

Naya Zamana can be roughly translated as ‘Modern
Times’, and in this ten minute film the transition
from traditional to modern iswoven visuallywith the
music selected. Itwasrecently written and directed
by Mandrika Rupa and funded by the Arts Council.
Itwill be submitted forthisyear’s International Film
Festival.

Naya ZZimana works with the sense oftime
within each character and their place in the world.
The opening shotsare ofthe maincharacter, 20year
old Shabnam, inafactory, with noise pollution mixed
with sitarmusic. Quickly the tempo changestoabusy
scene outside the airport, where heraunt isarriving
from Fiji. Here avoice poem, or ‘sholus’,sung by an
Indianwoman’svoice risesabove the airtraffic.The
beatisaclassical dance footwork rhythm.

Natural sounds slow the ‘sholus’down inthe
next scene outside the family’s state house. The
porch isbeing swept, the motherishumming while
doing chores, and visually it is much softer, far qui-
eter. She shuffles in the back door after plucking
patraleavestocookup, andthe kitchen issteamy and
sunny as she rolls chappatis, whispering to herself.

There isatension ofsound and silence in this
film, and the music contrasts with the visuals to give
an idea of traditional juxtaposing modern. The
characters move in and out of their spaces of time,
whetheritbe theweightofconstructed factory time
orthe brother’ssense ofno time because he isin the
ether ofdrug time. The motherisin her own quiet
world of repeated rituals, and the aunt from Fiji,
although perpetuatingthe ancienttime by comingto
arrange the girl’smarriage, refutes tradition by being
adrinker.

Naya Zamana shifts back and forth from
modern to traditional. Itincorporateswhatanimmi-
grantmay experience ofboth traditionaland modern
expectations. It gives a brief glimpse of Indian
immigrantsinthe South Pacific inthe mid 1990s, and
anevolving pulse issensed. This new beatiswhatis
meantby‘Modern Times’.

VirginiaHarlick



book review

From the first pages of this book,
one isreminded ofone’sown ex-
periences and of others in similar
situations to those of the seven
Maoriwomenwho have so frankly
shared their very personal jour-
neyswithin violentrelationships.

The following excerpts
from stories in Part One of Te
Puna Roimata are daily experi-
ences for far too many Maori
women.

Abdvitheznolence...

‘Ican’trememberthe first
time he was violent...It was
frightening... Itwasagradual thing,
everything was gradual...| don’t
know if I could have stopped it. |
hardly even noticed that it was
happening...It started with the
verbal...itwas a push and a shove
...punching and kicking...violent
from the beginning...possessive
andjealous...thenhebeatme black
andblue....lwasconvinced he was
going to kill.me...’

Aboitfthechildreir...

‘I was afraid for my son’s
life...my boy with scratches on his
face...gave this almighty scream,
hisbum wasburnt...brain had swol-
len and his skull had been
fractured...’

Othersoutsidethe
relationship...
C hurch

It’sthe duty ofawife to be
there for your children and your
husband...ostracised me once our
problemsstarted., .thewife play the
submissiverole.,.husband head of
the house...forgive and forget...
M ztua\\hangai:
She talked me into getting back
together...Ithoughtshe wasthere
to help me....’

MAREWA GLOVER

Te Puna
Roimata

Maori Women’s
Experience of
Male Partner

Violence

Bound to Last,
PO Box 91 610,
Auckland

Family, hisjamily...

‘His  family very
odd...women are nothing...hisfa-
ther very violent...he was an
alcoholic...hismotherused to pull
out the knife...she just in and
whacked me across the face..Your
wife’snotverygood, isshe...made
your bed, you lie in it.’

‘I could only eat tradi-
tional meals back at my parents’
house...poke funattheirway (her
family)...hewould neversleep on
themarae...

Reading these storiesre-
minds me of the courage and
strength of women. Their sur-
vival strategies. Some may still be
experiencing victimisation, yet
within their stories there are tri-
umphs.

As well as the women’s
stories in Part One, Part Two:
The Research offers interesting
data in an easy, readable style,
coveringthe objectivesofthere-
search and a literature review
includingpopularimported theo-
ries on wife abuse, the Battered
Woman Syndrome, the DAIP
Powerand Control model aswell
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as Moana Jackson’s Power to Pro-
tect theory. In the Cross Case
Analysis we find comments about
the women’s upbringing and val-
ues, the men’s upbringing and
values, the violence, the use ofchil-
dren in abuse, isolating tactics and
the various forms ofviolence used.
An excellent section on the
women’sresponses discussesreac-
tionstoviolentincidents, the effects,
therole ofoutsiders, outcomesand
where the women are in their lives
today.

PartTwo also includes dis-
cussion notes as well as
methodology and references -use-
ful for those readers who might
wishtocontinue studying this topic.
Marewa Gloverpointsoutthat fur-
ther research needs to be done,
especially inregard tothe effectsof
men’s violence on children. She
suggests thatmales frequently beat-
ing, raping and, I'd add, killing
women does not appear to be
enough to attract nation-wide sup-
port for government funding for
stopping violence programmes.
Heightening the plightofchildren
may elicitastrongerresponse from
the public and from political sources
whereby programmes mightmore
swiftly be putin place.

This book is suited to all
women, especially thosewho have
experienced orcurrently are expe-
riencing male violence.

Amust-read forallMaoriand
tauiwi working in agencies which
deal with male violence where
women and children are the vic-
tims.

Awelcome contribution to
the New Zealand scene, where too
often we hear the words (p.63),
“HELP ME. PLEASE, HELP
ME”

Huria Chisholm @



book review

Cultural Resistance:

Challenging Beliefs about Men, Women and Therapy
KATHY WEINGARTEN (ED) Harrington Park Press, 1995

The editorhopes thisbook, itschapters written by a
number of authors, might answer the post-modern
question, ‘What’snotin thispicture?’,addressingthe
need to attend to absence and other omissions in
dominantstories inourculture.

| found the book interesting. Some of its
chaptersintroduced me to differentviewpoints and
ways of engaging in therapy. The book is quite
comprehensive interms ofcovering major political
areas - gender, race, sexual orientation -
although some chapters appear to have
less depth than others. Chapters that
particularlycaughtmyattentionincluded
‘Fathering our Sons: Refathering Our-
selves; Some ThoughtsonTransforming
Masculine Legacies’;‘OpeningTherapy
to Conversations with a Personal God’ (the title
doesn’t sound particularly feminist but I found as-
pects quite challenging) and ‘From Study Debate to
New Conversations on Controversial Issues: ARe-
portfrom the Public Conversations Project’.

Eachchapterisfollowed by acommentary/
response from anotherauthortocreate, indie hope of
the editor, a conversation/debate. Some of these
commentariesseemed toomuch like pats on the back
to really advance adifferentviewpoint.

I was disappointed by the commentary on
one ofthe longestchapters, ‘ANarrative Approach to
So-Called Anorexia/Bulimia’,one ofwhose authors is
an Auckland based family therapist. 1would have
been curious to see aconversation aboutwhy other
therapistsare often notas successfulas David with his
method oftherapy forAnorexia/Bulimia. T he therapy
literature has noted that the innovators ofatherapy
are often most successful at that method and won-
dered abouttheroleofpersonality intherapy outcome.

MONDAYS
TUESDAYS

abortion debate
stuck in binary

positions?

One subject omitted from the book is the
cultural belief that therapy is a ‘good’ approach to
dealingwith life’s serious problems.

I think feminist readers will find the last
chapter, ‘From Stuck Debate...’, one of the most
interesting ifnotchallengingreports. The projectthe
authors havebeen involved inhasrelated to starting
new conversations between the different sides on
abortion. They suggest that public politicised de-
bates on such issues as abortion are not
genuine democratic debates/dialogues
and lead to ‘stuck’binary/bi-polar posi-
tions. The authors have created safe
environmentswhere ‘individuals’from
the differing camps can reveal their dif-
ferences (even from their own side),
their uncertainties and also listen in a curious and
respectful way to the beliefs of people whom they
may regard as the ‘opposition’. This seemsto create
amore comfortable, lessemotive-controlled process
butitisnotclearwhetheritcan lead toaresolution or
agreementonactionforsuchanissue asabortion (e.g.
strict laws or liberal laws). Nor does it address the
issue ofwhetherthereisapointatwhichaviewpoint/
stand is too compromised or watered down, so that
knowledge about how to act becomes murky and
grey. There is of course a complexity of political/
ethical issues in the abortion debate, but the tricky
question of‘bottom linesofvalues’isnotraised asan
importantconversationwhich may lead toresolving
how we can/mightactin given situations.

Onthe otherhand, creatingamore respect-
fulclimate fordialogue mightrestrain more extreme
actions, suchasthe murderofabortion clinicworkers
in the United States. Sue Fitchett

OPEN MIKEJAM
KATIESOUAK

WEDNESDAYS KIRSTEN MORELLE

(")  THURSDAYS
0  FRIDAYS
QO SATURDAYS

486 QUEEN STREET
SUNDAYS

AUCKLAND
BOOKINGS 3774866

LUKE HURLEY

THE ROLLERS

BLUEBOTTOM STOMPERS

SUNDAYSKOOL RESIDENTDJ’S CHELSEA & DEEJANE
5PM PINBALL COMPETITION 8PM POOL COMPETITION

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 5-8PM $2 TAP BEERS $3 SHOTS $4 SPIRITS
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

BROADSHEET RESOURCE KITS m

Collections of articles from the magazine have been grouped together under
general headings. There are new topics, updated favourites and historical clas-
sics. More detail about the content of each Kkitisavailable on request.

. Reproductive Technologies $10

The techniques available and the issues covering their use;
surrogacy and attendantissues

Abortion $6
Historical action; update on the issues; RU486 controversy.

. Environment $8

Dioxin (245T); Coromandel; nuclearpollution; fluoride

. Drugs and Women $8

Smoking; alcohol; tranquillisers; heroin

Violence / Sexual Abuse $8
Rape; incest; violence between women; Refuge

. Gynaecological Health $14

Mastectomy; breastexamination;oervical cancer;
premenstrual syndrome; endometriosis; osteoporosis

. Motherhood / Childrearing $12

Single mothers; lesbian mothers; sex; childbirth; boys;
personal experiences

. AIDS and Women $10

Facts; issues; safer sex

. Eating Disorders $6

Bulimia; laxatives; fatphobia; dieting

Disabilities $6
Blindness; cerebralpalsy; chemicalpoisoning;
disabled women speak out

Contraception $12
VD; the pill; depo provera; daikon shield; condoms; IUDs;
RU486

Lesbian Lives $14
Positive young lesbians speak; coming outas a lesbian;
lesbian issues

Sexuality $8
Feministheterosexuality; bisexuality; the politics ofsex

Language, Education and Sexism $10
Sexistlanguage; sexism in children's books; effects
ofschooling on girls; mature students

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Media Images $6
Sexism; videos; TV; magazines

Women Writers $16

Including - Keri Hulme, Nadine Gordimer, Joy Crowley,
Fiona Kidman, Fay Weldon, Dale Spender, Andrea Dworkin,
Juliet Batten, Rita Angus, Jacqualine Fahey, Olivia Bower

Women Artists $14
Photographers; weavers; painters; playwrights; musicians

Peace Studies $6
Nuclearpollution; ANZUS; NFIP; peace movement;
Helen Caldicott; Pacific anti-nuclear struggles

Anti-racism $12
Treaty of Waitangi

Maori Women $14
Health; feminism; womerfs issues

Maori Sovereignty $6
Donna Awatere's articles thatbecame the basis ofher book.

Women in Non-traditional Roles $8
Taranaki women; woodwork; women in sport; sheep
shearers; fisherwomen

Women and Work, Equal Pay and Conditions $12
Employment equity; reasons for unequal pay; changes
in work for women; unemployment

Please send me kit number/s:

| enclose payment of

Post kits to:

(name)
(address)

Cut out orphotocopy this order form and post with
payment to: Resource Kits, WomanFile Inc,
PO Box 56-147, Auckland.



GROUPS-SUPPORT

LESBIAN SUPPORT
COMING OUT GROUPS
PH. (09) 5285119
POBOX 3833 AUCKLAND

LESBIAN LINE TELEPHONE
COUNSELLING. FORSUPPORT
ANDCOUNSELUNG
BYLESBIANSFORLESBIANS,
THEIRFAMILYAND FRIENDS
HOURS 10AM-10PM

PH.(09) 3033584

WOMANLINE ACONFIDEN-
TIALNON JUDGEMENTAL
USTENINGAND INFORMATION
PHONELINE (09)3765173

COLOURFUL,QUALITY 100%
COTTON WASHABLE
MENSTRUAL PADS AND
RESOURCES.
FREE CATALOGUE, 40 CENT
STAMP '"MOONTIME’
PO BOX 836 NELSON.
ALSO IN HEALTH FOOD
SHOPS.

ANIMAL RESEARCH TAKES LIVES
BY NZ AUTHOR BETTE OVERALL
An expose ofthe evilsofvivisec-
tion and the corruption associ-
ated with it.Frightening, horrify-
ing,sad buttrue.Available from
the Anti Vivisection Society ,PO
Box 2065, Wellington.$25 plus

postage

HOLIDAY ACCOMODATION
BEDAND BREAKFAST
ATCAMELOT
Cheap.Clean.Comfortable.
& Quiet Location
double $40single $25

rates include continental breakfast.
20 Highland Drive Hamilton
ph ( 07 ) 8496747

Naturally Different Holidays

Rainforest...Sea Coast...Mountains...
Lakes... Walking...Canoeing...

2-7 Day Guided Trips from our
stunning Westland Lodge. South
Island. Ph/fax or write for brochure

.. Cynthia Roberts & Roz Heinz

BUSHWISE WOMEN

Box 12054. Christchurch Ph/fax (03)332 4952

Does your bookshop or local store stock
Broadsheet?The retail distribution and wholesale
of Broadsheetisco-ordinated byAnne Hunt
ph( 09 >8174349

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING BOOKING FORM

TO ADVERTISE IN
BROADSHEET:

Send your advert to Classifieds,
PO Box 56-147, Auckland.
Underline any words you wish to
appear in CAPITALS.
Classified rates
50 cents per word + GST. There is a
10% discount off all ads pre-booked
in two issues or 20% discount off ads
pre-booked in four issues. You may
pre-pay, or an invoice will be sent to
you after publication.For other
advert sizes;

name. .
address

number of insertions
advertisement..........

Phone Sarah Buxton (09) 3601880

56 Broadsheet Hotoke Winter 1996

n

Classidieds

*WELLINGTON

UNITY
BOOKS

the most interesting bookshop!

119 123 WILLIS ST, WELLINGTON
PHONE TILLY 385 6110

checfit out!

The new regulations for
banking chequesare cre-
ating a bit of a problem
forus. Many people write
their cheques to Broad-
sheet when making a
payment for subscrip-
tions, resource Kkits, etc.
However the legal entity
that publishesthe maga-
zine is actually WOMAN
FILE INCORPORATED.
Pleasewrite yourcheques
to Woman File Inc. ~»
Thankyou | Y

Tamaki Makaurau
LESBIAN
NEWSLETTER
a monthly
newsletter by and
for leshians
- News *views
*events *ads
Annual subscriptions
are $15.

Post to PO Box 44-056,
Point Chevalier,
Auckland.

88 88 3883 8838



SATURDAY 241h AuqusT 1996 8pfvi N 2am

Downtown Convention Centre, Lower alLert St

TickETs $55.00 FANCY/FORMAL ONLY

TFIEME hAgs, WITChES, C rones, MAQic & Fantasy

MysSTERy Door Prlze " NO Door Sales - NUMbERS LiMIiTEd]

TIETS on Sale From July 1st From tlie Womens Bookshop

e or wirh SAE ANJ C heque MAXE out to LSC, d ' Donna & Rutlt
105 CNETANG Rd RDL WAIhLKE ISANd - PhoNE 572 6027
LESBIANS ONLY

BOOKSHOP

Books by. for and about women

228 DOMINION RD, MT EDEN, Square Edge, Church Street,

AUCKLAND 3 Palmerston North.
At the Valley Road lights P.O. Box 509
Phone/Fax (09) 630 7162 Phone (06) 358 2644

WOMEN'S BOOKSHOPS
SUPPORT WOMEN

SUPPORT YOUR
WOMEN'’S BOOKSHOP

KATE .PHOTOCOPYING . PHOTOPROCESSING.
SHEPPARD PASSPORT PHOTOS . EAR PIERCING.
, EFTPOS/ FAX
Women’s Bookshop DRY CLEANING . COSMETICS .

Women’s Bookshop Ltd. 14&|Flamcheﬁer Street, *WELEDA HOMEOPATHIC REMEDIES .

266 Victoria Street TIStC urCh

P.O. Box 19041 580B GREAT NORTH ROAD

Hamilton Phone (03) 379 0784 GREY LYNN
Phone (07) 838 0656 Fax (03) 379 1769 PH/FAX 360 1159

Sunil Kamar M.P.S.



Subscribe to BTOCICIShG Gt

THE THINKING WOMEN’S MAGAZINE

New Zealand's own feminist magazine
Now the longest running magazine of the 'Second Wave'

Subscription - $27.50 (quarterly)
Surface (anywhere)$NZ40.00
Airmail

Australia & South Pacific $NZ45.00
US/Asia SNZ56.00

Europe $NZ60.00

Name:

Address

Ifyou are already a subscriber, why not treat a friend?



